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Ad valorem taxes, 22 

Andrews, George H., 
Argyll, Duke of, 129 
Assessment, of personal property, how made, 63-69 

of merchandise, 64, 65-68 
of furniture, 64, 65 
by donkey race, 69 
methods in Rhode Island and Rome, 69 
of buildings and improvements, 110-114 

of ground rent, 121 
of unimproved value of farm lands, 122 
judicial correction of, 123 
correction of, by sales, 123, 124 
of franchises, 125-128 

now omitted, 154, 155 
for local improvements, 217 
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Banks, taxation of, 60-62 
a success, 6o 
a disaster, 6o 
cause of currency troubles, 6o-62 

scarce in Southwest, 6x 
abundant in Scotland and Canada, 62 

Boston, personal property tax in, 81-83 
ground rent in, 137, 138, 152-157 
taxes in, 138, 152, 153, 156 

Bribery. See Corruption 
Brooklyn, income tax in, 31 

taxes on houses in, iii 
Buildings, taxes on, 106-114. See Zmj5rovemems 
Burden of taxation, under present system, 24-27 

private profits, 24-2 7 
amount of, 27 
where it falls, 35 

on personal property, 63-69, 75, 78, 84-87, 88-105 
of farmers, 63-65, 84-100. See Farmers 
of merchants, 64-68. See Merchants 
of women and children, 101-105. See Women 

on buildings and improvements, 113, 114 
of farmers, 185-198 

under natural system, 174-198 
amount of, 174 
on landless, 177 
on land-owners, 177-182 
on vacant lands, 182 
on farmers, 182-194. See Farmers 

See Incidence of taxation 

California, taxation in, 76-81 
no butter, wool, or honey in, 77 
money leaving, 77, 79 
assessments in, 79, 80,122 
merchandise, bonds, and credits in, 8o 
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California, failure of personal property tax in, 76-78 
original government and taxation in, 167 

Capital, effect of natural taxation on, 204-206 
Chattels, what are? 5 0  

visible, taxation of, 62-69 
farmers hold most, 63-65 
assessment of, 64-69 

Chicago, unequal assessments in, 113 
Class legislation, 169 
Collection of taxes, methods iniquitous, 18-22 

use of spies in, 19, 22 

enormous penalties in, 19, 22 

Compensation, for taxation, 170 
for vested rights, 171 -173 

Concentration- of wealth, how progressing, 36 
how caused, 37 

Confiscation, 169 
Connecticut, rent and taxes in, 150-152 

Consumers, of sugar, taxed, 12 

of whisky, 12 
Corruption, political, 16—i8 

result of crooked taxation, 9, 13,  15-18 
by whisky trust, 16, 18 
by sugar trust, 16 

natural taxation best remedy for past, 213, 214 
best guaranty'against future, 216-218 

Credits, can wealth be increased by? 50-52 
taxation of, 50-56 

useless labor, 52, 53 - 
corporate, 53 
individual, 
-how evaded, 53, 54,-  56 

Crooked taxation, 6-38 
defined, 9, 10 

general effects of, 6-8 	- 
profits o4 7 
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Crooked taxation, heavy on poor, 8 
light on rich, 8 
on sugar and whisky, ii, 12 
promotes waste, 8, 13 
difficulty of regulating, 14, 15 
political corruption from, 0-1 8 
iniquitous methods of collecting, 18-22 

monstrous penalties of, 19, 22 
shocking indecencies of, 20 
insults to women by, 20 
extortions through, 21 
enforced by spies, fraud, and blackmail, 

widens social chasm, 22 
gives profits to speculators, 23 
legislative tricks in, 24 
protective duties, 24 
excise duties, 26 
dealers' profits on, 26 
total burden of, 27 
proportion of, to income of people, 35 
incidence of, 35,  36 
concentration of wealth through, 36, 37 

Currency problem, caused by bad taxation, 6o-6z 

Debts cannot increase wealth, 51 
Deposits. See Banks 
Direct taxation, 39 

practicable, 39 
always adopted by new communities, 39, 40 
on incomes, 41-45. See Income tax 
on successions, 45-48. See Succession tax 
on personal property, 49-105. See Personal property 
on improvements, xo6—x 14. See Improvements 
on ground rents See Natural taxation 

Earnings of people of United States, 28-30 
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Economical government, impossible under crooked taxation, 

'3 
not promoted by taxing labor, 37 

Effects of natural taxation, 199-223 

in general, 199, 221-223 

stimulus to production, 199, 200 

on wages, 201-204 

real, , 201 

in money, 202, 203 

amount of rise, 203 

on capital, 204-206 

on security to property, 206-209 

on railway problem, 209 

on monopolies, 210 

on watered stocks, 211 

on corrupf grants, 212-214 

on usurped lands, 215 

on reform in government, 216-218 

on bribery, 217 

on tenement houses, 218-221 

generally, 221-223 

Embargo of 1807, 14 

England, taxation of personal property in, 70 

Enough, one tax, 136-164 

adverse views considered, 136-139 

in Boston, 138, 152-156 

in Great Britain, 1 43-14 
in United States, 1 5-147 
in Pennsylvania, 147-150 

in Connecticut, 50-I52 

generally, 156-158 

in rural districts, 158 

Europe, taxation of personal property in, 70 

Excisemen hated,- 19 

Excise taxes, methods of collecting, 19 

burdens resulting from, 26 
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Experience, testimony of, 70-83 
of England, 70 
of Rome, 73 
of Spain, 73 
of New York, 75 
of California, 76-81 
of Boston, 81-83 
of Ohio, 88-97 
of Missouri, 98 

Farmers, hold most visible chattels, 63 
effect of personalty tax on, 84-100 
believe in personalty taxes, 84, 183 

taxing everything, 183 
personal property of, 85-87 
ideas of, 86 
errors of, 87 
Ohio, experience of, 88-98 
pay largest share of taxes, on personalty, 88-90, 96 98 
Missouri, experience of, 98 

on credits, 90-92, 95 
on money, 93, 95, 97 
reasons why, 99, 100 

• improvements, io8, iii 
American, defined, 182, 183 
their opinions, 183 
assumed to be all farm-owners, 183 
ceasing to own land, 184 
a declining political factor, 184, 185 
lose by taxing improvements, 185-191 
proportion of land values of, 187-190 
compared with city owners, 190 
gain under natural taxation, 191 -193 
relieved, without injustice to others, 193 
Massachusetts, 194-198 

insist on paying heavy taxes, 196, 197 



INDEX. 	 259 

Farms, taxed more heavily than cities, 88-xoo, 196, 197 

assessment of, 188-190 
statistics of Massachusetts, 194-198 

value of improvements in, 187 
Franchises, taxation of, 124-128 

railway, 125-127 
telegraph, 127 
gas, electric, etc., 127 
untaxed, 128 

bribe-bought, 210,212-214 

General property tax, 49 
See Personal J'roj5erty 

Gibbon's History of Rome, 7 
Giffen, Robert, 1 43 
Government, ground rent, depends on, 116 

varies with cost of, 116 
should pay for, "9 
should pay only fair cst of, 132-134 
sufficient for cost of, 136-164 

cost of. See Taxes 
gives all land value, 18, i 
necessary, cannot cost more than rent, 159-164 

proper distribution of cost of, 160-164 
Great Britain and Ireland, rents and taxes in, 136, 137, 143-145 

land values in, 144 
Greeley, Horace, 13 

Ground rent, what it is, 116 
Ricardo on, 3116, ii 
justice of, 11 7 
taxation of, 119 

equality of, 120 
practicable, 121 
accuracy in, 121 

• effect on monopolies, 125-128 

cannot be shifted, 129-132 
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Ground rent, taxation of, amount of, 132 
sharing benefits of, 134 

amount of, in Great Britain and Ireland 136, 137,143, 144 
in Boston, 138, 152-156 
in United States, 143-147 
in Pennsylvania, 147-150 
in Connecticut, 1 50-1 5 2  
in rural districts, 18 
exceeds cost of government, 159, 162-164 
in new territories, 167, 168 

delegated taxation, 16 
ought to bear all taxes, x66 
no claim to exemption, 172 

Gunton, George, on rent, 137 

Harris, William'T., on rent, 137 
Hudson, Frederick, on railways, 210 

Improvements, taxation of, io6 
a tax on chattels, ioó 
not direct taxation, 106-109 

on buildings, 107 
falls on tenant, xo8 
on cultivation, xo8 

consumers, 109 

injurious to public, 109 
discourages production, ixo 

beauty, 110, iii 

repairs, ixo, III 

punishes improvement, iio—ii 
causes bad building, iii 
equality of, impracticable, 112-114 
effect on farmers, 185-198. See Assessments; Farmers 
none under natural taxation, 207  
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Incidence of taxation, under present system, 35 
by classes, 36 

under natural tax, 174 
on landless, 177 
on land-owners, 177-182 
on largest land-owners, 181 

on owners of vacant land, 182 

on farmers, 182-194. See Farmers 

See Burden of taxation 

Income of United States, 28-35 

for 1866, 31 

for 1880, 32 
Income tax, returns, in United States, 30-32 

in Great Britain, 33 
general, induces perjury, 41, 45 

always evaded, 41, 42 

excuses for, 42 

not all direct tax, 43, 44 
unfit for local use, 44 

Indirect taxation, 6-38 

taxes on improvements, 107-109 

See Crooked taxation 

Injustice, justice remedy for, 210, 216 

Inventors entitled to wealth, 211 

Justice of natural taxation, 165-173 

privilege implies duty, 0, 166 

illustrations, 166-168 

objections to, 169 

confiscation, 169 

class legislation, 169 

compensation, 170-173 

Landless class in United States, 175, 176 

gain by taxation of ground rents, 177 
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Landlords, natural tax-gatherers, 118 
taxes on, 119, 129-134 
denouncing tax on rent, 129 
cannot recover rent-tax, 129 -131 
can recover house-tax, 131 
benefits of rent-tax to, 134, 135 

Land-owners in United States, 175, 176 
effect of taxation of ground rents on, 147, 177-182 

gain by most, 178 
different classes of, i8o 
loss by a few, 18o, 18x 

Land, usurped, 215 
Land values, what, 71, 12.6, 127 

taxes on, 119-134, 136-164 
how ascertained, 139, 140 
proportion in real estate, 141-143 

See Ground rent; Natural taxation. 
in Great Britain, 136, 137, 143, 144 
in Boston, 138, 15 2-156 
in United States, 1 43-147 
in Pennsylvania, 147-150 
in Connecticut, 150-152 
in rural districts, 18 
in new territories, 167, 168 

.Mallock, W. H., 1 36 , 1 39 
Massachusetts, expenses of small towns in, 163 

farm values, 194-198 
city values, 195, 196 
farmers insist on paying largest share of taxes, 196, 197 

McLeod, H. D., theory of credits, 5o 
Merchandise, assessment of, 65 

would vanish, 67 
Mistakes in new tariffs, 23 

profits made out of, 23 
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Money, taxation of, r--6o 
in bank, 57 
paper, 58 
coin, 58 

scarcity of, 6o, 61 
demand for more, 6r 
problem result of bad taxation, 6o--62 

Monopolies, best cure for, 210-2 i6 

See Franchises; Railways 

Natural taxation, 115-135 
what it is, 115 
automatic, 115 
irresistible, 115, 118 
ground rent is, i16 

defined, ii6, 117 

Ricardo on, 1116, 117 note 
justice of, 117, 3118 

who receive, 118, 119 

should pay all expenses, 119 

assessment of, 121-124. See Assessments 
collection free from objectionable methods, 120 
on franchises and monopolies, 124-128 

See Franchises 
cannot be shifted, 129-132 

amount of, 132 
benefits of, shared with landlords, 134 
effects of, 199-223. See Ejects of natural taxation 

Oaths, taxation by, 74-77 
reverence for, 74, 102 

Oklahoma, opening of, 167, 172 

original taxes in, 167 
ground rents in, x68 
landlords and taxes in, 168 
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Pennsylvania, rents and taxes in, 147 -156 

land values in, 148, 150 
Perry, Professor, i 
Personal property, taxation of, 49-105 

credits, 50-57. See Credits 
money, 57-60. See Money 
banks, 60-62. See Banks 
visible chattels, 6 2-69. See Chattels 
merchandise, 64-68. See Merchandise 
assessments for, 63-69 See Assessments 
history of, 70, 72, 73 
experience of, 70-100 
always a failure, 72-83 
Roman methods, 7 
Spanish methods, 73 
American methods, 73-83 
by oath, 74 
perjury under, 74,  76,  77 
in New York, 75 
in California, 76-81 
in Boston, 81E, 82 
in Illinois, 83 
in Ohio, 88-98 
in Missouri, 98, 99 
effect on farmers, 84-100. See Farmers 
effect on women and children, I01-105.  See Women 

Philadelphia, land values in, 141, 142 
Poverty, taxation of, 8 
Problems, currency, 6o 

tenement-house, 218-221 
Production, stimulated by natural taxation, x, 200 
Professors on taxation, i 
Profits, on tariff taxes, 23-26 

on excise taxes, 26 
on indirect taxes, 26, 27 
amount of, 27 
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Profits, increased by tax reform, 205 
Property, security of, under natural taxation, 206 

Protective taxes, profits made out of, 24 
burdens resulting from, 24-26 

Railways, franchises of, 125-127 

problem of, 209 
"watered" stocks, 211 
street, franchises, 212 
Broadway, 214 
remedy for corrupt grants of, 212-214 

Reform, in government, 2 0 
"a mere fiscal," 210 

Rich and poor, taxation on, 8, 22-37 
Robbery, vested rights in, 6, 7 
Roman taxation, 73 

Savings of people of United States, 33 -35 
Shaw, Chief-Justice, 1 55 
Social chasm, result of crooked taxation, 22-37 
Stocks, "watered," 211 
Succession tax, 45-48 

popularity of, 45 
how evaded, 46 
not fit for exclusive tax, 46 
oppressive on widows, 46, 47 
leads to public waste, 47 

Sufficiency of natural taxation, 136-164 
See Enough, One tax 

Sugar, taxes on, ii, 12 
Sumner, Professor, i 

Taxation. See Bad taxation; Burden; Crooked taxation 
Direct taxation; Effects; Enough, one tax; Improvements.;  
Incidence; 7ustice; Natural taxation; Personal property 
Wvmen 
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Taxes, in Boston, 138 

in Great Britain, 143 
in United States, 1 47 
in Pennsylvania, 148, 149 

in Connecticut, 150, 151 

in Boston, 152, 153 
proportion of, to ground rents, 136, 138, 145 1  147, 149, 

150, 152, 153, 156, 157 

Tenants, willing to pay rent, i 
competition of, 115 
do not pay too much, 117 

rent-tax not shifted on, 129-132 
house-tax shifted on, 131 
sub-letting, 132 

influences reducing rent of, 134 
Tenement-house problem, 218-221 
Trustees, taxation of, 102, 103 

pious scruples of, 102 

wicked, 103 

United States, rents and taxes in, 1 45-1 47 
classes in, 174-176 
families in, 175 

land-owners in, 175, 176 
landless in, 175, 176 
tenants in, 175 
landless voters in, 176 

Vanderbilt, Cornelius, 112 

Wages, effect of natural taxation on, 201-204 
V 

immigration and, 202 

of domestics, 203 
probable amount of rise in, 203 

Wells, David A., 25, 74, 112 
- 	 Western Union Telegraph Co., 127 
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Whisky tax, xi, 12 

corruption in, 18 

Women, taxation of, 101-105 

heavier than on men, 75, 101, 104, 105 
through trustees, zoz 

returns honest, 103 

stripped by tax-searchers, 20 

clothing exposed, 20 

taxed and seized, 21 

insults and oppressions of, 20, 21 

oppressed by succession tax, 46 
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Allegheny County land and building values, 232 

Boston land values, 236, 237 

Carey, Henry C., theory of rent, 248 

Cities, compared with farms in land values, 242, 243 

why greater value in land than in buildings in, 240-242 

Criticisms on law of rent, 247 

Farms, land, building, and other values on, in Massachusetts, 
239 

land, building, and other values on, in New York, 237, 240 

relative value of land and buildings, in Massachusetts, 248 

and towns, comparative statistics as to value of land in, 
231, 234 

Gould, Jay, private taxation of, .229 

Hills, Thomas, statistics of, 236, 237 

Incidence of taxation, 244 
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Inelasticity of single tax, 226 

Ireland, law of rent proved by, 249, 250 

Land speculation, 235, 236 
Land values not always increasing, 230 
Law, of rent, 246 

makes shifting of tax impossible, 251, 252 

Mill, John Stuart, ontaxation of rents, 245, 249 

Natural rights? are there no, 225 

Non-taxpayers, control of government by, 227 

Pennsylvania statistics reviewed, 231, 234 
Philadelphia land and building values, 232, 233 
Poor, benefits of government to, 228 

Reforming agencies, taxes as, 227 

Rent, law of, 246 

Ricardian law of rent, 245, 247, 248, 251 
Rich, benefits of government to, 228 

Seligman, Professor, objections by, 2247  225, 228, 231, 233 
Shifted, ground-rent tax cannot be, 244-246 
Shifting rent tax, 244 

Smith, Adam, on shifting taxation of rent, 245 
Sugar Trust, taxation on, 231 

Taxation according to ability, 227 

Walker, Francis A., on law of rent, and criticisms, 246, 249 

Wealth, rent not sole' source of great, 230 
Western States, relative land values in farms and towns of, 

233, 234 


