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to private owners the greater part of what they produce for permission to live
and to labor in this world, when they would work upon the natural bounties
for their own account, and the power, when men work for wages, to compel
them to compete against one another for the opportunity to labor, and to
compel] them to consent to labor for the lowest possible wages—wages that are
by no means the equivalent of the new value created by the work of the laborer,
but are barely sufhcient to maintain the laborer in a miserable existence, and
even the power to deny to the laborer the opportunity to labor at all. This

an injustice against the equal right of all men to life and to the pursuit of
happiness, a right based upon the brotherhood of man which is denived from
the fatherhood of God. This is the injustice that we would abolish in order
to abolish involuntary poverty.

That the appropriation of the rental value of land to public uses in the form
of a tax would abolish the injustice which has just been described, and thus
abolish involuntary poverty, is clear; since in such case no one would hold
lands except for use and the masses of men having free access to unoccupied.
lands would be able to exert their labor directly upon natural bounties and to
enjoy the full fruits and products of their labors, beginning to pay a portion
of the fruits of their Industry-to the public treasury on%;znwhen, with the growth
of the community and the extension to them of the benefits of civiliz-
ation, there would come to their lands a rental value distinct from the value of
the products of their industry, which value they would willingly pay asthe exact
equivalent of the new advantages comingto them from the community; and
again in such case men would not be compelled to work for employers for
wages less than absolutely just wages, namely, the equivalent of the new value
created by their labor; since men surely would not consent to work for unjust
wages when they could obtain perfectly just wages by working for themselves;
and, finally, since when what belongs to the community shall have been given
to the community, the only valuable things that men shall own as private prop-
erty will be those things that have been produced by private industry, the
boundless desires and capacities of civilized human nature for good things will
always create a demand for these good things, namely, the products of labor—
a demand always greater than the supply, and therefore for the labor that pro-
duces these good things there will always be a demand greater than the supply,
and the laborer will be able to command perfectly just wages—which are a
perfect equivalent in the product of some other person's labor for the new
value which his own. labor produces.”

FARM LAND MONOPOLY

In 1910, there were in this country 878,798,325 acres in farm lands divided
as follows:

In farms under 20 acres,............. 8,793,820 acres— 19
In farms of 20 to 49 acres,........... 45,378,499 acres— 5.2%,
In farms of 50 to 99 acres,........... 103,120,868 acres—11.79%,
In farms of 100 to 174 acres,......... 205,480,585 acres—23.4%,
In farms of 175 to 499 acres,......... 265,289,069 acres—30.29,
In farms of 500 to 999 acres,......... 83,653,487 acres— 9.59%,
In farms of '1,000 acres or over,....... 167,082,047 acres—19.09,
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