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blance of a return of dollar for dollar has been in

the reflected lustre of a few gigantic private for

tunes and the smoke of a few reckless extrava

gances of burned money, and, for a truth, these

constitute rather meager returns to an exploited

country; they make rather light provender for a

plundered people.

Pay the laundry bill, the grocer bill ; meet your

small obligations and your pay roll, and—get all

you can, no matter how. That is the approved,

unwritten law, the popular idea of giving dollar

for dollar. The excellence of the first four tenets

is not open to question, but the unbridled, wanton

exercise of the last by a few makes the proper ob

servation of the others impossible for quite too

many people.

The question as to how it happens that so many

of our citizens find it necessary to go to foreign

lands to do their "developing," while millions

upon millions of acres of our own country and

thousands upon thousands of its natural oppor

tunities await proper and needed use is neither

impertinent nor irrelevant. But it leads beyond

the Secretary's injunction that our citizens abroad

should Tender a "dollar's worth of service for each

dollar collected."

That they should do so is true enough, indeed.

And it is equally true that our government will

have no difficulty in protecting them when that

is done. But what they should do and what they

will do will, very naturally, remain widely diver

gent until the more imperative word, "must," is

substituted for the preceptive "should." And

mere statutory or legal declarations to that end,

either at home or abroad, would be futile and

fruitless even if those at whom they were aimed

did not defeat their enactment in advance or their

nominal enforcement after they were enacted.

Exploiters, whether at home or abroad, will con

tinue to exploit and to utterly fail to "render a

dollar's worth of service for every dollar collected"

—nor can we particularly blame them—until so

ciety awakens to the fact that the real value, the

social value of the great natural opportunities

which large exploiters seek everywhere, belongs

to itself, to the society that creates it. Incidentally,

when that hour comes, the great natural opportu

nities at home will become available and large and

worthy individual enterprise will not need to seek

foreign fields, if that so jars our patriotism and

conduces to diplomatic and international diffi

culties. BOBEET S. DOUBLEDAT.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE TEXAS ELECTION.

Dallas, Texas, August 3.

In Texas, Ferguson's victory is considered a vic

tory for the reactionary forces of the State. He

was lined up with the reactionary wing of the

Texas Democratic delegation at Baltimore. HU

past record is that of a man opposed to labor

unions, his conception of our penitentiary problems

do not rest upon a sane, humanitarian basis. In fact,

he is a cold, hard-headed business man, with his

own pocketbook and that of his friends as his god.

On the other hand, Ball's record is as clear as it can

be on the main essentials, and though he is a cor

poration lawyer the moral forces and the progres

sives of the State almost without execption lined

up with him. Though Ball was not quite so demon

strative in his leve for the dear people as gauged

by the immediate relief which his land plank prom

ised as was Ferguson with his plan to "settle the

land question," still I do not think that any one will

gainsay me the statement that Ferguson's land

plank was simply a scheme to catch votes of the

ignorant tenant farmer, who was ready to catch

at any straw which promised any sort of relief. The

real issue was whether corporate greed or the moral

and progressive forces should direct the affairs of

our State. Ferguson stood for the former, and

the Texas Business Men's Association, a kind of

N. M. A., for Texas, composed of the railroads, big

corporations, public service utilities, etc., did every

thing possible to secure his election. The Dallas

Dispatch, our local Scripps paper (very loyal

to the cause of the people, both local and State),

fought and worked for Ball to the best of Its

ability. CARL. P. BRANNIN.
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PROGRESS IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Pittsburgh, July 24.

The results of the Democratic primaries in Penn

sylvania ought to be gratifying to Singletaxers.

Among the names of those nominated for various

offices are found many "old time Singletax" work

ers, and some of the young men who have been

active in that cause.

In the 19th District, Congressman W. W. Bailey

was re-nominated, and as he faces a divided opposi

tion, chances are very good that he will be returned

to Congress to continue his effective work for the

Singletax.

In the 31st District, comprising the North Side of

Pittsburgh, John M. Henry, a young attorney, who

has recently begun advocating the taxation of land

values, and who made a great reputation as a

speaker in the Wilson campaign, 1b a Democratic

candidate for Congress.

In the 40th Senatorial District, one of the younger

members of the Pittsburgh Singletax Club, Carl D.

Smith, Is a candidate for State Senator.

In the eastern end of the State, at Mlfflinburg,

Lee Francis Lybarger, Is a candidate for Legisla
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ture, and the voters of his district will listen to

some fundamental economic truths from their can

didate, during the coming campaign.

E. D. Schleiter of Beaver, and John T. Ennis of

Pittsburgh, are also candidates for the Legislature.

On the State ticket, one of the candidates was nom

inated on a Singletax platform, William N. McNair,

who is running for Secretary of Internal Affairs.

He is making an open air campaign, with the assis

tance of local Singletaxers in various parts of the

State. The newspapers reported large meetings

last week in various parts of Cambria County, where

he was assisted by a number of Johnstown Single

taxers, among them M. J. Boyle, Prof. H. F. Bender

and P. H. Mahaffey.

The result of the Pittsburgh plan for gradually

reducing the assessment of improvements gives

these candidates something practical to talk about

on the "stump." They have arguments that are

more than mere theory. And so the voters are be

ginning to show an unusual interest in their cam

paign.

If the next Legislature contains men who are

Singletaxers, the movement for the extension of the

Pittsburgh Tax Plan to boroughs will be greatly en

couraged; as it is now, the boroughs surrounding

Pittsburgh, are beginning to feel the situation. The

Secretary of the Board of Tax Revision in Allegheny

County is receiving many complaints from manufac

turers in the towns surrounding Pittsburgh. They

say that it is not just to them that machinery is

taxed in boroughs and not in the city. They are be

ginning to realize' the advantage which the factories

in Pittsburgh have with their machinery exempt

from taxation ; and, no doubt, will soon start a move

ment, even though they know nothing of Singletax,

to have a similar law in the boroughs, by which

machinery will be relieved from taxation.

This year there was only a 10 per cent reduction

on the assessments of buildings In Pittsburgh. At

the next assessment there will be further 10 per

cent reduction. Whether it is merely a coincidence

or not, it is remarkable that the city is experiencing

a great building boom. The Pittsburgh "Press" of

the 20th inst., had an editorial showing that the

large buildings in the course of erection in the city

totaled about fifteen millions of dollars.

Some of the political leaders in Pittsburgh are

considering amending the Stein bill so as to make

the reduction of assessments of buildings more rapid.

Some of the members of the City Council are be

ginning to see this and are advocating that a greater

percentage of the assessment be reduced, than as

is now provided for in the bill.

Whether these Singletaxers are elected or not, a

great deal of propaganda work Is being done. Peo

ple are being told in a most effective manner that

the way to better the conditions of the common peo

ple is by the taxation of land values. In all these

open air meetings, good seed is being sown, the

truth is being told to the people and the future

battles in this State for economic freedom will be

easier, because of the work that is being now car

ried on by the Singletax candidates in Pennsylvania.

n. m smith.

NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND.

Wellington, N. Z., July 5.

During the financial year ending March 31, 1914,

we have carried twelve places for rating on unim

proved values (local single tax as they call it in

Canada), two counties, seven boroughs and three

town boards, etc. This year no less than 132 places

will be rating on unimproved values in New Zea

land. But for the strike last year, I believe we

should have carried nearer two dozen instead of

only one dozen places. We hope to do better this

year, but as we have a general election in Novem

ber more attention will probably be given to na

tional than to local politics.

Our prospects in national politics this year are

probably not good. The Honorable George Fowlds

Is sure to win back his old seat, and Mr. J. P.

O'Regan, who is being pressed to stand for the

Buller, will be returned if he can see his way to

stand, but the general position is not bright.

The Second Ballot, as you will remember, proved

an utter failure at the last general election. The

Massey Government went into power, although,

counting the votes cast for four "Liberals" who now

support him, he received little more than one-third

(thirty-eight per cent) of the votes cast in the first

ballot, which shows the true feeling of the people.

The result of the 1911 election was:

Masseyites 37

Liberals 35

Labor 4

But in proportion to the votes cast for each party

the result should have been:

Masseyites 27

Liberals 37

Labor 10

Independents 2

Now Massey has abolished the Second Ballot, re

verting to the old "first past the post" system,

which means that if the Government put up only

one candidate for each seat, while the progressive

vote is divided among two or three candidates, the

Massey Minority Ministry may get a fresh lease of

power. Under Proportional Representation, the

only scientific and honest electoral system, they

would be beaten by two to one.

Sir Joseph Ward has not yet learned the lesson of

the 1911 elections. If in his last session he had

taken Mr. Fowld's advice and carried Proportional

Representation and added another one penny in the

pound, without exemption, to the Land Tax and

reduced Customs taxes by the amount so raised

(this would have meant reducing the cost of living

at least £1,000,000 a year— £1 per head, £5 per

family of five, man, wife and three children), he

would have been returned hands down. But he has not

yet declared for Proportional Representation, al

though he has for the reduction of Customs taxes

and putting more of the tax burden on the com

munity—created values. Mr. Fowlds, however, re

turns in September and we will then have a big

campaign.

ARTHUR WITHY.


