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_don, ' 1942.°260 pp. notes and -index: $3.00.

According .to .the blurb on the jacket of the book,-

Dean William H. Stead of the School of Business and
Public ‘Administration of Washington University has

enjoyed -the -advantage of ‘ten “yeéars of active associa- .

. tion in the Federal government with problems of the

organization and conduct -of: the Federal Employment

Service. He writes,” so the blurb informs ‘us; from a
close first-hand knowledge ‘of the factors which help to
cause unemployment, of the ways of. attacking recur-

rent’ unemployment- and:- of the more long-time ad- -
justment necessary to solve thls ma]or problem of- ourr

industrial Society. -
Mebbe so, mebbe so. Blurbs: are seldom over-modest

and they have been known to gild the.lily a trifle. I

Dean' Stead has™ “first-hand ‘knowledge of the factors
‘which help to cause unemployment” and . of ways of
attacking the problem, he exhibits singular:skill in con=

cealing” the fact. He may have “enjoyed” his ten years-

“with the Federal Employment Serviceé; there is nothing
in-the present volume to indicate that they taught h1m
. ,anythlng as to the basic cause of unemployment..

Jobs, it would seem, come out of the air;. men are‘
B ;unemployed because they can’t find work; a beneficent
Government will have to make jobs for them. Nowhere

. in the entire volume does -the- author betray the least
glimmer of a perceptlon that land has anything to -do

with employment:: His -tome "abounds -in charts . and !
tables. If nothing else, the ‘good -dean is.a glutton for |

pumshment when it"comes to statlstlcal -research. You
‘may -regale yourself should such - be your bent, w1th
such thrilling -and heart—-warmmg sentiment as is found
__in the table showing the “Sensitivity of employment to
depressmn in specified segments of the economy
would you. prefer-Charley McCarthy? :
. Like ‘many -scholarly writers, Mr: Stead is not gomg
" 'to be guilty of using two words when he can make six
do. And not all, by any means, are ‘amiss. He thinks that

government control . means bureaucracy ‘and that bu— !

- reaucracy is annoying and “costly.
He thinks' it 1s consc¢ious planning and therefore the

' opposite of the liberty and freedom which we are sup-
_\f posed to have and to hold here in the United States.

He thinks that the consequent restriction of individ- -

ual initiative won’t be liked by anyone wishing to live
and act independently as God meant man to do. i
When he is thinking along those lines he is going
great. Now if he could only let himself know: that there
can be no widespread unemployment when land is made
of ready access to-all men, and that that condition could
be brought about by the simple expedient, as Henry
Ford puts it, of taxing land into use, then we’d all stand
up and cheer. But, even at that; he would put himself
out of a job—the job of ‘writing 260-page books in
which he tries—unsuccessfully—to tell what causes un-
; employment and how it can be cured.
When he gets his eyes open he can do the job in one
page—successfully this txme—even with. his prolixity.
- ==C, O. STEELE




