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of autocracy which allows a Czar or a Kaiser to say
“l declare war!” - There is the fire of militarism,
which must, absolutely must, burn through to the
powder every so often to justify those who have
kindled and fanned it. Why should we ask God to
prevent the explosion of the powder and say noth-
ing about the fires? If peace were to come to-day,
the powder would explode again upon some early
tomorrow, if we are to leave the fires. Are we try-
ing to make a fool of God? Worse than either of
these fires is the fire of economic injustice. The
desires and aims and interests of all those warring
peoples are identically the same. The people,
whether they are peasants, laborers, or tradesmen,
Latins, Slavs or Teutons, their interest is to dwell
in security with the chance to earn a living, sup-
port their families and achieve a little happiness. It
is all so simple. All they need is ready access to
the resources of their own lands; their own, for
they are buying them with their lives as they have
bought them before, and the chance to mingle freely
with each other through trade channels. But in-
stead they are bound by false political and false
economic laws foisted upon them from time im-

memorial by their masters, and bound by those

chains they are hurled against each other and use
their chains to beat out each other’s brains! And we
are asked to pray God for peace.
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Mr. Cooke’s letter is more than the protest of a
truly religious man against the impiety which it
makes clear. It lays bare the fact that responsi-
bility for war belongs to those who oppose de-
mocracy, who demand armies and navies, and who
uphold laws and institutions that make an oppor-
tunity to earn a living something to be scrambled
after and fought for. He shows that these can
not escape responsibility for the natural conse-
quences of their acts, by praying that these con-
sequences be miraculously averted. Those who
pray for peace, but fail to vote as they pray, have
only themselves to blame when wars come.

8. D.
Lo N o
Statistics and Liars.

One apologist for Big-stick statesmanship un-
dertakes to show that a world-war after all is not
such a terrible thing. All the men killed in bat-
tle would have died anyway in the course of years.
And besides, great as the total is, it is not really
go great as it seems. The present death rate it
seems is merely twice that of the normal rate.
But while the total deaths may be only twice the
ordinary number, what a difference in the kind.
Of the normal death rate in times of peace, 30.5
per cent are of children under fifteen years of
age, and 41.5 per cent are of adults above fifty,
which leaves 28.0 per cent to come from the sol-
dier age, fifteen to fifty. Thus, to double the
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death rate by war means to give a man between
fifteen and fifty for every boy or girl under fif-
teen, and for every man and woman over fifty, in
addition to these between fifteen and fifty. Yet,
a man may be so enamoured of the strenuous life
that he can say in all seriousness that this war is
not as bad as it seems, because it is merely doub-
ling the normal death rate. 8. C.
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The Arbitrament of Arms Must Go.

The maintenance and extension of  militarism
has been justified in Europe in much the same
way that the maintenance and extension of slavery
was justified in America; that is, as a necessary
means of protection against the commercial and
political jealousy or antagonism of neighboring
states. The obvious evils and immorality were in
each case denied, or else deliberately ignored as an
impossible consideration in view of the demands
of “practical” statesmanship; and each evil sys-
tem was finally brought to issue, with the usual
mystifying complications, before the arbitrament
of arms. Chattel slavery was wiped out, though
at a cost which staggered humanity. The outcome
of the present appeal remains to be seen. It is
consoling to think, however, that the wiping out
of militarism, which means of the barbarous
arbitrament of arms itself, would make worth
while any cost involved; and that the promise of
doing it is encouraging. With each side blaming
the great catastrophe on the militarism of the
other, failure of present governments to provide
for doing away with it must apparently result
in doing away with such unbearably incompetent
government. W. G. STEWART.
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“The Privilege of Every Man to Work.”

In a circular sent out by a committee of Colo-
rado’s coal mine managers appears the following
statement of the issue involved:

Shall we preserve law and order, and shall we
maintain the constitutional privilege of every man
to work where, for whom and upon such terms as
he sees fit?

In comment on this a prominent educator and
cconomic expert has written as follows:

I wonder if the I. W. W. or the Western Federa-
tion of Miners have published anything more dras-
tic in the direction of securing supremacy of the
employe over his job and his employer than this!
Of course, I understand that the talent employed by
the coal mine managers to draw up this circular, did
not say what they meant, but is simply a piece of
verbal bungling. In attempting to create a favor-
able impression he so far overshot the mark as to
be supremely ridiculous. It is only an illustration



