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| .Be.t.ter ' -tha.m' the’ | Melbﬁ ':Bilil |

Who would receive most benefit from the Mellon Bill,—the millionaire or the man

who cranks a Ford? Does Congress wish to help the people constructively, or merely to

keep ther in a constant state of rritation? - Should not our lawmakers consider some meas-

ure that would not only bring taxes within bounds, but relieve economic conditions?

Secretar}f of the treasury, Mellon has . |
draited a revenue bill that appears to have .

woit the suppert of a great many influential
persons, from-the President and high finan-
lets down to the variest m11]1ona1re But

he voice of the farmer, laborer, and others * {.
of small income, who are taxed on all they |
comsume, 18 noticeable mainly by its ab- -
sence. Financiers and those who have to do
with directing and controlling .business are.

loud in its praise, as are the politicians who
- represent the financiers, hut ithe men and

wonten who congsume their incomes as they
maintained an impressive

are earned,
silence.

The gist of th-e' Mellon bill appéars to be’

in small reductions in the tax on moderate

mcomes, and very large reductions in the |
tax on great incomes, - That is; those persons’

who spend their ‘whole income for the nec-
essaries of life get very slight relief, while
those who spend but a small part of their in-
comes are relieved of a vastly greater pro-

pornon. It would appear to be an applea-~

tion of the Scriptural-idea, to him that hath

shall be given, and to him that hath not shall .

be taken even that which he hath,

But a bill has -been introduced in the
ouse. of Representatives by Congressman
Anthony J. Griffin'of New York that-applies
_ a different principle. Mr. Griftin’s -hill pro-

vides “that every person eor firm or corpor- .
ation, joint stock company’or association

wganized. for profit, owning unused and un-

.npu)ud land shall pay every year a spe-
cial excise tax upon the privilege of holding’

such land, at a rate equwalgnt to one per
cent 01 the assessed value.”

Th_is b_iII deserves attention. It iz esti

‘mated that it will produce about $900,000,-
00U, which means that taxes to that amount
in behdlf of the

can be taken off industiy,
measure, Congressman Griffin says

. Under my proposed bill, labor, agric ultu & and'
industry can he materially relieve d and encouraged -

by imiposing a tax on the owners of land held out
of ‘use for theé purpose of speculation, and I be-

. lieve that the many millions of acres of unused
land in - the. United States and Alaska will be-
turned: into productive and: profitable use, and,
instead of scarcity, high prices and poverty, there .

will bé abundance, low prices and prosperity.
The author might have added, and doubt-
less intended, that the biH will force the va-

cant lots in cities into use, as places of busi-: .

ness and homes for families, therely lower-
ing rents, promoting home-owning, and
stamulatmd wmdustry.

Can any objection be urn'ui against ihl‘:_
“hill? - Can one solitary reason be given why

valuable land should be vacant? Is any

Clabor employed an *;»a(,:mi land? Vet the.
United States Censuys assures us that the
land of the country doubled 1n: value be-

tween 1900 and 1910, and doul)lcd again e
tween 1910 and 1‘940

And what did the owners do for this ten
- per cent profit for twenty years? ‘The farm-
‘ers who used their land did not average ten

per cent on their erops. Many a farmer and

many a business man has become bankrupt,

during that time.. The production of wealth,

Dboth in-city and country has been so bur-

dened with taxation that-many businessmen
anid farmers are hanging on by the finger
tips, while crying for relief; yet the holders

~of vacant land have been able to reap for—
~ tunes doing nething. :

- New 12



Why should ihis course he longer pur-
sued? Why burden men whe are employ-
iy labor and producing weaith, while en-
couraging others to hold land wdie for the
wam that society gives the land. Pass the

Cand paor will b(':.STii]l sharper.
“Grifim billy and. cvery speculator in vacant
"Lme], whel hvr it be nlmvr:a] farming, or city
Tand, will set about putting 1

the land to use;

i ;:u:-emt land cannot be used without em-

pleying - labor, -nor without producmg
e a,lih or sat1sfv1nor human wants.’
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Ay owned companies 13 widely distributed
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tive public ownership, these plausible advo-
ciles sy, than il the
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“hemney . of preivate suanage mellts mstes Jd of

peolitical managenshit,

The voter
Ary should be disquaiifie
“lack of mtelhoence, muatter how mahy
shares of stock are sold 1o voters——and one
company  boasts 1hai it has 65,000 stock-
Jislders—the centralized ma n'l;;cfmen'i: ol the
Conpany will never permit e

d drom soting for

3

own less than -a controlling intersst in the
crmpany 1n, $0 fac as o any offective mana
ment or control fsoconcernad, equal to ow

n-

g no siock ot all And so far as the profit
fror cwiing one share of stock’is coneerned
the caom the voter is ouf

thewomount of money. he

TECEY e -Xs men are found to sedl their
a elwli:u' ar
a share of stock in a public utiiity
pany will allow. their petty private in-

terest o outweigh the =rener11 welfare,
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‘< a half 1ruth often does more mischief

than a whole lie, so the “public ownership”

that cons1sts of -a - little stock distributed -

‘o few voters is more harmial to
pedificat merals ihan a close corporation in
the Liands of a few men. The difference be-
tiveen ieal public ownership and the public
ownership due to a wider distribution of
steck lies in the fact that in the former the
conirol i3 in the hands of the public, while
'111 the latter it #s in the, ];ands of a few mien.
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Cism, or some other wild plar that would de-
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fand at two hundred dollars an acre Wln keep
a man a {enant his whole life long.

Mr. Cuick is us rational and conservative in h
retaedy as in his dingnosis. He w ould gradual
relisve from taxation the huilding the farmier,

his machinery, fu’mu&, 5, orchards, “and ‘111-
ST draina tilization, ete. except - |
only ey Iand.  Fhe.game plan .

weould d;)gzli v force to clty lands.
would eliminate ~1Juul ors cand ledve
i the hands of 111(;5_(: who use i

Ty citizen, owho would have
: <ll’1d[ﬂ“ of our greatest. prob-

the land

ery i;m'makc f,

JOHN DEWEY ON A GREAT B‘OOK "

Orwing to the fact that certain -extremists

and fanatics have tried to read into. Henry

Cs works wleas that he never ntended
ta convey, a’ great many people who never
read then have gotten the notion that he
advorated Socialism, (”(‘;nn“mmimrl Holshew-

Geory

strov private propertys  As a matier of fact
H( m\ Greorge was an individualist, a demo-
. and believed most emplmtural]\ in pnh

i ilL‘ ])i‘npcm ' .
As an t‘mmplc of what men 1111111\ v\ho'-

we studied George's works, and are there-

_ore gualified to express

Clowing letter to Mr, B, B Swinney by Prof.

“for many wvears,

self with the umcmle of the Singletax, I havs ve- -
practically °
zound, and an mdlspewaab]e hasis of much nee Elt d-

John Dewey Of Columbia Univ {’I"Hlf,“\. ig oi-
fered.
“In reply to vours of the Z8th,

eyaer C31['.ICC €1g\f' Tzil'l'lll!u!l/‘!ﬁ £y

garded it as Doth  theoretically and
zocial reform.

“I ynay add that I am a great ad1mr<r of - fhe-
general social philosophy of H
contribution te infelloctual thinking about social
mutters, even quite apart irdm his pracocal pro-
posals, doss net
recognition it de cs . among thinking ])f‘()l)]{

‘:mwlc]y FOurs,
“{Signed) l(}H"\ NEWEY
3 one cannot read evervthing, one must
many ideas on the judgment of others:
“Progress and

o~

take
It since the abrideement of
Povertsy,” Henry (:f:m‘“ greatest work,
from 563 pages to 211, ilwr(- is no excuse ior
any t.hi1'1].<iin;>{pm'3m1,to harbor a false noticn
thronigh lack of time to read for himself. This
hittle
Co. owhich has. all the charm of the
abridged. edition will be mail'(:d'fr(ml
office to anv address at the publisher’s

of §
=195,

5 Py 1ea

IOKF THAT MISSED FIRE

Yditor, ©
in your Ma
from Arthur Brizhane,

This

“The }\vai l‘roui)lt, with the

an opnion, the fol-

T would state that -

ry George, whose-

seenl to me to have received the'

book, published by Marcourt, Brace & .
wr-
thisg’

Or with Tax. Facts for oue year at

h nnmber appmred the foIlowIng'
“(ret a good piece of real

estate,

buy it w . pay for it, kee 1 it
will heep you ! hat 35 about - some’
Iolks go. I'¢ expect that from Brisbane.  it's
like him. He's fond of saving things that sound

. But what |
tion did you i

want to know 1s why in tarpa-
mt it You know botter, 'Yuu'
know. that b land”to have it.support is
the curse of 1 ge, and if we den’t stop 11“ it
will be the ruination of the country. .
Support 'vm indeed. What about the ather
fellow. The men that .getin first, and buy up all-
‘the land and hold on toit are kept by it: but ir's -
the men and women who come affer that do the
C e When the fand is all: taken, and the
. late comers have to pay enormous rents to the
-early birds, #t's plain enough who is lept, and . -
“who-does the, Leepvnm at has thai o do
with “sound «cono 3 ican ideals™, von
'—ca.rly_f,_m vour title were 18 nothing sound
about one | man ]_i‘;m;; on 1}113. meoms wihich an-
other man pays for the use of land, Nor is it in
with  American ideals.  The Americ
that all amen should have an cgual op-

Keeping

and cach should have what he earns,.
witheut 1»1»1110 toll to anether for the privilege of
using the patural elements. What have vou to

say-for vourself? ]

Nothing ; absolutely nothing. We thoughe
Brishbane’s advice was sueh a joke—such a
preposterous joke, obviously implving all-
that Mr. Rosencranz has said, and sore—
that we did not wish to mar it L) comments,

— Peter. BEogencrans,

[ (\’H try to be good.

' I\EOTES'_
_ 'No'thing‘i_s_ d for any of us wltimately, which
1s not good for all of us—FHerbert Quick.
Who pays. the taxes on houses, the landlords or
‘the tenants? Is the tax fnthe rent? If it 35, who-
is.thé taxpayer, the man who owns forty houses or -
each of the forty tenants who ovcupy-them?
If taxes be removed from factories what other
effect can it have than to stiinulate manafarturing?
- If the tax be added to vacant land what o ocan
it have hut to'make the owner gut Jt ic or seli -

" to soww one who will? .
colands Ton which 1 ljved- in.my bovhood, and
Cwhicly seld for five dollars an acre, have besn sold

“in recent years for dive hundesd dollars an acre
Yet I remember when young men u~cr! to buy -
these lands, afier saving their x3 -as ronths-
hands jor iwo or three years, and equipping them-
selves vach with a team and wagon—hbuy them
‘and in a comparaitvely shoft e pay off tha
small mortgage. They would be - lahzhed at for -
trying to dn this now—Herbert Quick in The Rr al
Trouble With Farmers. ]
Arbitrary regulation - of trade produc_ﬂ:q .si:rrmg;:e'
and uncxpected results.- About the time the United. -
“States and the- British government came to an
agreement on the war debt, the British placed an
export duty on rubber. As America was the chief -
consumer it was =aid that the United States would
pay as much in taxes on rubber as she recerved -
interest irom  HBriton on the war debt.r But the
“high export dufy stimulated the. growth of ruhber
to such an extent that the growers are now at the
" mirrey of American buyers, and the price has fallen
to 24 cents, while a fair price Is suid to be 30
cents. -
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IS THE JAIL THE END?

Has democracy: been found Wanhng?
Are American mstitutions in danger? Is
there a lowering of personal integrity among
public officials?  These and similar gues-
tions thoughtful people are asking them-
selves as 2.116'&,’ redd the testimony delivered
before Senate committees in Washington.
Politics has crept mto the -investigations,
-political leaders are playing for personal and
party advantages, while. the ordinary citi-
zen is confused and distrustful, -

Tx'pical of this state of mind is an utt<1~'

ance of the Christian Century, which says

: Neither Teapot Dome nor Fall -nor any of the-
C witness

s comprise, in-themselves, -the fundamen-
tal isswe at-siake. That fandamental issue is the

.. present standard of ‘public morality on the part of -

wovernmental servants of the American peeple. Tt
is a vast deal more impertant to find out how our
men iy official life today intuprat the dictum that
“public office is a public trust” than it-is to send_
Fall or Doheny or anybody eise to jail. .

It 1s not conscious Wro_nf_fdomg that has
brought this shame upon us.. It is un-

conscions ignorance of the laws of nature.

That a man in high place, or several men,

" should sell their honor is to be deplored.

. But such men ‘at most are few in number.

Their act-is known to be wrong, both by
their countrymen and by themselves, and is

condemned when known. When, however,
acts of like nature, but of far more fre-

" queticy, are universally committed with no .
moral consciousness of wrong, then Indeed :

- is it bad for the country.

Much ado has been made over the trais-
fer to private hands of some oil lands that
_had been reserved for the navy, But this
is the story of the country from the begin-
ning. | Matchless forests that passed’into
v ate hands for a trifle, were so completely
destroyed that the ramfall has been af-

ected; and the government is buying back
the denuded land at many times what it was:

sold for, in order that it may be refcrested.
The wvast public domain was squandered.
The coal and 011 and other mmerals have

an there was a question as to terms.

~and power plant in California.
.under the private companics.

gone the same way.
on for water power.

And the strugy
The end of coal and

- eil as' a source of power iz in sight, and the

greedy interests that have wasted them are

_determined to pet possession of the only’

commercial power left.

s bee
Coal
a.nd oil were cheap, the transmission of cur-
rent was wasleful, and private captial de-
manded long term leases; bat conservation-
ists teld out for short leases with the right-
to buy the mmprovemenizs. A limit of filiy
years was finally agreed upon. But already
hydro-electric power has grows so rapidly”
in value that if it be allowed to pass into -
private hands industry will soon be at the
mercy. of those who control the water .

- When the struggle for water po

-rights.

Congress and the Adminisiration sl
nibbie at the trifling offer Henry Ford has

" made for a hundred-vear lease of Muscle

Shoals; and official§ at Washington are
searching for some excuse to give the Colo-
rado River into private hands.

Henry Ford is a man of remarkable iy
dustrial. achievement, and the people a;

‘willing to trust himewith almost any natura,.

power; but he will live at most but a few
years, while his lease, in other hands, will
run for a century. California, and the
southwest, without coal, and with fast-dis-

_appearing oil, will soon be whelly dependant

upon water power. As the ranch cwners
are  dependant upon the irrigation ¢om-
pamies for -crops, so industria 1 plants will’

~soon be dependant upon the hydro-clectric’

companies for power. . The ranchers found
early in the game that they could not trust
privately owned service, but had recourse

. to co-operative irrigation development. Can

there be any doubt of the necessity for pub-
licly owned power? '
YLos Angeles has the most efficient Heht |
Tt is cutting
One or the'
other must give way. The decision rests
with the 1){)01)& A few men with vast fiman-- -
cial interests at stake are trymg 1o deceive
the pu}ple into voting with the private com- -
panies. " The friends of public ownership,

“who have no financial interest apart from

that as citizens, are trying to persuade the

_voters to protect the public rwhu of ihz

future,

Itis noi a qucst:on of honesty, but of ui
derstanding. A wise citizenry will not ptiv
into private hands the vital forces upon
whu:h their very belng dependds.
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