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The California Plan

Noted lumberman would encourage reforestation by law. Future welfare of
State depends upon wise legislative action. Cites experience in shmilar

cases. California Plan popular with the people,

‘“Reforestation is a vital necessity to
{:alifornia,” says David Woodhead, well
known lumber dealer, -and president of
the Woodhead Lumber Company. “lt

1 necessary not only to provide lumber

i coming generafions, buft to prevent
uwrosion of deforested areas, and the des-
truction of agricultural lands. The rapid,
not to say wasteful, cutting: of our for-
ests will soon leave us dependent upon
second growth timber. _

“Lumhermen. of vision,” says Mr.
Woodhead, “have already done some-
thing toward reforestation. One Com-
pany has planted a million and & half
of trees during the past year. Other com-
panies are trying to work out a program
by which the timber within reach of their
mills will be replaced as fast as cuz.

“Second growth timber ig the lumber-

mal’s crop in the same sense that wheat

or votton is the farmer’s crop: but it
takes forly years or more to mature.
Forty vears ig a long time 1o wait, Many
things may happen between planting
Hme and harvest. Fires may come.
Uppresive and foeolish laws may be
passed. But even should the owner es-
cape these and other disasters he i
vigited annaally by the tax colleetor.
“Former Governor chmk {}. Lowden
of Tilinois says, ‘Our fax laws are the
waorst enemy of both conservation of such
‘orests as we have, and of reforestation
sverywhere.,! Donald MoDonald, of the
Pacifie Lumber Company, which is mak-
ing large plantings, declares, ‘Some re-
Hef must be

had in the matter of tax-

afion in order to encourage Turther re-
forestation work, and enable those who
have already undertaken this work i
successfully earry it on.’

“The answer 1s obvious to the thmﬁz ht-
ful mind. We must adopt the Conaiitw '
tienal amendment submitted by the Cali-
fornia legislature, which exempts fmm
taxation growing trees until they reach
maturity. This amendment is in conform-
ity with the well established Califorgnis
plan of progressive lax exemptmn t0 in-
dustry.

“The wisdom of encouragmg indunzt-
ries and Tarming by exempting the prod-
uet from taxation has been proven be-
yond a doubt. California already ex-
empts from taxation ships, growing
crops of farmers, vounyg trees and vines
She exempls improvements and pummﬂ
property for sireet pavemenis, and -in
irrigation and storm drain dislricts, And
1o one ever thinks of going back to the
old way.

“Progrezsive-minded men and women
believe the time has come to extend the
California plan 1n order to further en-
coursge business, farming and home
owning., California needs more capital,
more machinery and factories 1o em-
ploy lakor and produce goods for the
world.,  She needs slso more home-
owning and farm-owning citizens.

“This need will be met by the meagure
put out by the Tax Kelief Association,
which exempts from taxation $2.000
worth of improvements and all personal
properiy.”
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L : Now _ . .
Gives Substantial Bonus to Industry—Gradually Exempting
Merchants Manufacturers, Home Owners and Farmers
from Burdensome Taxes

" The California Plan

Exempts Shipping from taxation.
Exempts Farmers from taxation on growing crops, young
orchards and vineyards. '
Exempts Farmers as to improvements-and personal propetry in
_ irrigation systems
" Exémpts Mortgages and ofher séc
the state.
Exempts Buildings and all personal property from the cost of
_street pavements sewers, sidewalks, storm
drains, ete.
Assesses Foreign Securities only 7c¢ on the dollar. 1-14 Rate on
other property.
By Constitutional Amendment to be voted on at the next elec- :
tion it proposes to exempt trees on re- planted timber lands. {

Haged on }aifds" Wit}

Is Now
Consndermg proposal to exempt all personal property, including machmery
‘and stocks of goods; and all homes and farms up to $2,000 worth of im-
: provements.

g

THE LOST SOCUL

A few vears ago the late lawyer, L. A. Russell

“of Cleveland, received a call from two old Iadies

whom he had known when he was a boy.

“Oh, Mr. Russell, we need your help! We have
received a blank from the tax assessor, who says
wa must make a full list of all of our property for
taxes,” exclaimed one.

“That is the law,” said Mr. Rassell.

“Oh bat, Mr. Russell, we have so little. We
have to pinch so hard to live respectably. Even
a few dollars would make a great difference. This
1ax would take nearly half our income.”

The ladies were in tears over the prospect. By

. questioning, Mr. Russell learned that their prop-

arty consisted of furniture, some old jewels and
pictures, a savings bank account drawing 4 per
cent interast, a few shares of stock in a foreign
corporation and a small mortgage. It wasg a small
income. Mr. Russell advised them to write to the
assessor that they had no taxable property.

. *COh but, Mr. Russell, that would be telling a

lie! We can’t do that! We are members of a
church.” ) ’

“Well,” said the lawyer, “I'm a lost soul any-
way; I will do it for you.”

“Oh, dear Mr. Russell, will you be so kind?” ex-
cla.m:led the old ladies in chorus, and they left the
law office in. a happier mocd.—Howard Morrill
Helmes in Ohio State Joumaz

A WORTHY AMBITION

My long and varied exXperience of 1;!9 and polit-

ical aetivity has led me to the conviction that in
a democratic form of govermment ihe of husi-
ness of life for the wise and gensrous citizen is
politics. I interpret politics as furthering the Hv-’

ing together of individuals, comnunities and
nations in peace and harmony, with consequent
fruitfuiness in the highest realms of human prog:
regss which iy the supreme achisvement of
humanity—George Foster Psaboedy, Now York
Banker. ; o

TENANCY—THE CREEPING
PARALYSIS

It is all too true, farm tepaney, like city tea-
aney and all other forms of land tenanéy, is on the
increase and is going to so continbe as long as
our idiotic taxation laws permit the holding of
land out of use for speculating purposas. The
present system is a gradual concentration of land
in the hands of the few, which can only masan one
thing—ultimately America will become 2 naiion
of tenanis, the same as European countriss, Thus
the process continues; it is the fault of our system
of land tenure and all the protedts of all the agri
cultural and business interests of America can not .
prevent-the certain regult—a nation of tenanis.

The one and only remedy with which to over
come the monoplization of the land by the few,
to the detriment of the many is the atoption of
such legislation ag will remove the specuiatlive
value from land—Hartselle, Algbama Enicrprise.




TAX FAUTS

CREDIT FOR HOME 3UELDING

“RBankers,
are expressing ibe opinion that if sdequate hous-
ing accommodations at reasonable rentals are to
e had, State contrel of mortzage companias. iz
imperative. The charge is mads fhat, since the
present law doss not allow commercial banks to
oun on i zag, such loans must come
from mortgage ccmpanies, and these companies

pave so Hitle competition that they are able to.

- charge enormous rates, running as hlgh as 2b
por cent.

A bill wag introduced in the last legislature io
prevent nmortgage companies from abusing this
power. But the bill was killed. Possibly it would
he ungenerous to say that legislature was un-
friendly to the common citizen, yet its actmﬁ gives
color to that charge.

Another instance. Not in many years has a meas-
ure been introduced in the legislature that would
de g much for the man struggzling to zet a home
as the Tax Helief Amendment, which provided for
the exemption from taxation of $2,000 worth of
improvements, and all. personal property. This
insagure not only directly lightens the tax burden
an the man trying to establish a home or a farm;
but indirectly it would aid him by lowering the

_inlerest rate and stimulating business by attract-
ing ca mtdl from outgide the State..

But this measure, like the bill to regulate mort-
sge sharks, was voted dewn. Those measures

ars- votad down at the same time, the bill was
. assed assessing non-California securities and all

solvent crédits at 7 per cent of their value
PPoggibly the legigiature knew best what was good
for the common people, but it does look strange
that it should enact a law to tax the little home
and the small farm at 100 per cent, and the foreign
secarities and solvent cradits at 7 per cent of
their value., - Perhaps the big fellows need the
moeney, hut the commoen man ig likely to wonder

when he sees his tax hill—why the legislature
1at fhe rich security holder off at ome-fourteenth
the rate of his own tax. PPerhaps,

WHY GOUGE THE GROCER

To tax grocers is fiseal stopidity. It increases
the ¢
“hands before reaching the consumer, and at aach
siep the iax muyst e addsd te the price. What
vou pay fov groceries inciudes the {axes of the
jehber, the distributor, the manufactarer, the deal
in raw materials, etc.  All these together with
srocer’s own tax are in the price hie must
shuarge customers. Why thus gouge the grocer
when revenue may bs raised in other ways with-
oui  incredsing the cost oi living *—teorge A.
Belgus,

DOG IN THE MANGER

The ¢ reasoning that denies the right of
the Amperican Indian to hold a continent as a
wunting ground for a handful of people, when it
3 N8 =€ie’i for ithe millions who live by cultivating
the seil, feorhids the holding ot idie acres by
spuculators, when bonefide settlers are ready to
s the land. . :

realfors and builders” in California ¢

of living, All grageries o through many

RED&TED HGMES UN- AMERIQAN

When men find it cheaper to rent homes than to
own them, when the pr
g0 great that it requirey huilding and real estate
corporations to meet it, when voung married

couples find detached homes impossible and must

resort to a modern form of ¢lff dwelling, when
ownership moves away {rom individuals aand be-
comes more and wore ventered in syndicates, then
a change is coming over the Unifed Staies thal is
un-American., And if it is our syslem of tsxation
that is at the battem of it, then onr texation iz nn-
American, Any system which taxes the Amsrican
citizen out of ownership into tenancy cannoet by
any stretch of loyalty be termed American. . And
an endeaver to remedy such a staie of 1]
the interest of restoring, widespread ownership to
citizens cannot by any stretch of imagination bhe
described as un-American—Dearborn Independend.

NOTES

The perplexing problem is tor get the tolerant o
tolerate the intolerant.—Toledo Blade.

When a belief rests upon nothing you csnnet
knock away its foundation.—John Buller Youls.

Consider the Wobdpecker, hée wuses his bead to
make a home for himself—Wichita Realiors’
Message. .

The personal property tax is the vermiform

appendixz of husiness. It shmﬂd be cul out.-—
Morshall Beclk.

Women learn fo swim sooner than men hea-

cause the men have ito teach themselves.—2Ngw
York American.

This country would be in great shape if law
enforcement were as inflexible and unrelenting as
a sugar tariff.—Detroit News.

"When this younger_ generation is -old, what do
you suppose it will tell the next generation that
it didn’t do?—Milwaukee Journol. .

There is nothing that spurs us on and makes
us get resuits at times like a few words of ens
couragement.—Southwest Kealty Board Hullelin.

Natural laws were cnacted for man’s rondnei,
and be bresaks them all; and when his fines fall

‘due he talks viously of afilictions from the Al
mlghtv T

v Fentleman.
VJh@n ¥ou sat ot to eommend yvour gospal o

Croen who don’t want i, there is only one way o

go about it,~to do something for them that they i
be sure to understand. difred T. Greafeil, Bis-
siomary to Labroador,

Every failars in husiness iz a lossg to all busi-

‘ness. Bvery business failure ruing a prospeciiva

customer. BEvery loss suffered by any one ns
his capacity to buy, and the prosperiiy of huvers

is essential to the success of all lnes of business,

—The Typosiuwm.

Next o war, « ommer01a1 Jitigation is ihe largast
single item of preventable waste in civitix
Wars, however, are mostly sporadie amd log 3
while litigation is continuous and uiiversal Aa
a remedy to this condition arbitrziion stands
supreme. The haman mind has not devise
tion more legicsl, satistactory or &ff
Welfe, Chiei of the Division of Conintere
Federal Dept. Com.

sure of taxation bocomes
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BUSINESS MEN AND TAXATION

Achievements in business are second
only to the wonders worked by science
and invention. The combination of
¢redits, the union of effort, and the econ-
omyv of forces have marked the rebuild-
ing of the industrial world.

But though business men have ac-
complished so much in their own im-
mediate field, they have nof shown the
came interest in vital things that lie be-
yond that field, yet are a part of their
problem. Business men, with rare ex-
ceptions, have concerned themselves with
polities only when they wanted from the
government some privilege or advantage.

" This has left government too mueh in
the hands of politicians, theorists, and
dishonest business men. The great,
creative minds have for the most part
heid aloof in disgust. But the inevitable
result is now compelling attention. Busi-

_mess is so burdened by oppresive taxes
. . that the effect can no longer be ignored.

Jacob Pfeiffer, president of the Miller

Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio, gives a
eraphic description of the present situa-
tion in the Nation’s Business for June.
He enumerates 23 kinds of taxes paid by
his company. These faxes total $1,000,-
000 a vear, while the payroll of the com-
pany ameunts to $7,000,000 a year. That
is, every eighth man that comes to the
pay window is a tax collector.

My. Pfeiffer analyses the problem in
many. ways, but always with the sdme
result, taxes are erushing - business.
Quoting his words:

Tages are unduly, even unjustly, high. They
constitute the greatest single handicap to pros-
perity today. They must be lowered. They will
he lowered if we can find the way to do it. Other-
wige continued governmental confiscation of
sarning will inevitably bring gtagnation to Ameri-
can enterprise. )

S0 we have set out, after the betier part of a
lifetime spent in manufacturing, to learn a new
and unfamiliar trade—the trade of government,
wg to speak—so that we may be able to save our
way of making a. living from being throttled by
the hand of the tax coilector. : :

-of employment.

Mr. Pfeiffer's indignation is a hopeful
sign.  When the construetive minds in
husiness consider the tax question as

Cearnestly and as intelligently as they

have the other overhead items order will
come out of chzos. And in discovering
what is the matter with business, they
will find the causge of nine-tenths of the

-trouble in politics.

Buginess men have accomplished stu-
pendous results by taking advantage of
and conforming to natoral laws in
mechanics, chemistry, comnservation of
energy, and so on, Politicians have
failed because they have ignored natural
law, and, buffeted about hetween ignor-
ance and cupidity, have bheen led into
passing laws that have brought all man-
ner of mischief upon the industry of the
country.

Communists, Socialists, and other
theorists, seeing the evils, and not know-
ing the remedy, condemn what they call
capitalism, and declare the present
order must ail be swept away. But this
gets us nowhere. 1t will be the sober-
minded people of the country, the farm -
ers, laboring men, and business men wh
will worl out the sclution. ‘

Ti; ig not a question of tearing down the
structure in order to build anew, but of
correcting the errors and mistakes as
they appear. DEvery wideawsake busi--

ness man knows that taxes on industry

are added to prices, that higher prices
limit consumption, that lesg consumption
stops production and throws labor out
If these evilg are {o be
avoided, taxes on production must be re-
moved as fast as may be without dig-.
turbing business. o

Mr. Pfeiffer stresses the fact that
whereas federal taxes are decreasing,
local taxes are rapldly increasing; and
the Taxpayers’ Union, of which he i

. the moving spirit, has been formed for

the purpose of discovering why.

. Let the Union consider this: A flood
of bonds has been put out by local com-
munities for public improvements, for
roads, schools, public buildings, ete.
Payment of these bonds is made out of
the general tax, of which industry pays
the larger share. .

If the Taxpayers’ Union will secure a
readjustment of the tax laws that will
lighten the burden on industry, bon¢
issues will be confined to mecessary ime.
provements.

Has the Union the courage to go ic the
bottom of the problem? '
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