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The Cahforma Legislature
And the Farmer’s Taxes

By Gmorce H. Dunvror

Can the California Legislature reduce the
farmer’s taxes? Jt can, if by farmer you mean a
real “'dirt farmer” —-a farmer who lives on a
farm and actually farms. The legislature can put
- nto shape and submit to the voters of Californda,

v amendment to the tax provisions of our- state

astitubion coptaining the fr)]luwmg 1ax exemp-
ticng on real farmers:

I Ezempt Divestock from taxation,—horses,
catsle, sheep, hogs, pouliry, ete.

2. Exempt growing crops, including trees,
vines, and alfalfa stands.

3. Exempt stored crops from taxation,

4. Exempt farm tools and machinery, includ-
ing packing howse and creamery tools. and ma-
chinery,

%, Fzempt houschold furniture and clothing.

The above exemptions will not reduce the taxes
of the holders of iile farm lands held for specu-
Tative purposes,—these will be raised,—Dbut they
will reduce the taxes of the real farmers.

How can the shove tax exemptions for the
henefic of farmers be put in such shape as to

- secure the maiority vote of the voters of Califor-
nia? Ome or two additions to the above program,
entirely proper and desirable additions, will go a
long way towards making the program popular,
as follows: S

Mo 3 above. Expand this exemption to include
all food products, such as groceries, canned goods,
ete., whether found in warehouses, grocery stores
vr elsewhere. This will make food cheaper in the
cities and wall gain many votes.

No. 4 above, Expand this exemption to include
warafacturing machmery and raw materials and
manufactured goods in ithe hands of the manufac
turers, This will pur California manufacturing

1

on the same favorahle basis now enjoyed by man-
ufacturing in 2 number of the great manufactur-
ing states of the Fast. This also will gain many
votes in the citizs, and will incrense the farmery’
home market,

No. 5 above. Expand this exemption to include
the exemption of houschold furnitire and cloth-
ing for city folks as well as for farmers. This
will receive unapimous approval all around
County assessors say this tax hardly pays the
of its collection, and it iz a wery uneven and i
tating tax.

Besides reducing the real dirt farmer’s taxes,
and incidentally the real working man's cost of
livinig, the above tax exemptions would have two
further good effects. The proposed changes
would facilitate the change of the date of the
annual tax assessment from the first Monday 1n
March to the first of January. The farmers would
not object to this change of date if their stored
crops waore not subfect to taxation. The county
assessors need the change in date, in arder to do
their work more efficiently, Also the propesed
change would increase the state’s revenue from
the corporation state incoms tax without increas-
ing any corporation’s total taz.

“This acises out of certain complicated provis-
ions of the corporation state income tax law pro-
viding for offsets {or personal taxes paid locally,
which we have aot space here to explain. The
increased revemue to the state which would arise
from the tax exemptions suggested above could
be used to increase the state’s contribution to ihe
local publh schools, thus further re ducing
farmer’s tazes

And so we say that if the state lepistarure
really wants to reduce the taxes of real farmers
not on land speculators—it can be done by the
exemptions zbove suggested.
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" ASSESSOR FOR IOWA

The Bulletin of the National Tax Assocmtion
for October publishes an extract from the pro-
sram for the discussion of Tax Reform n fowa
W the Seventh Commonwealth Conterence to b
held next July. There will be sixteen pertinent
guestions np for discussion, and some of them
sound suspiciously like guestions that might be
Jiscussed at a convention of first class, profes-
sional bouse-breakers, Can tangible and intangi-
bles really be discovered and assessed for taxa
tiomn?

7t would seem that in Jowa, as in the other
forty-seven states, the collecting of taxes 18 vxy
Like # disygraceful game of hide-and-seck, played
with supposedly honest and sensible citizens on
one side and tax assessors, usually honest and
conscientious, on the other. The fax assessors,
who merely represent the public, are at their wits
end 1o devise means to discover how much valur
able persomal property each man and  woman
possesses, while the honest and noble citizens hide
their valuables as carefully from the assessors as
from the burglass.

The program for the lowa mecting says in
part: “Although it is fargely true that mtangible
crty does ab presenti €8Cape assessment, 1E 15
sweration to say that such property cannot
be discoversd and assessed. The newly creaved
foard of Assessment and Review has been prove
ing in the last year ¢hat it can be, for they have
disrovered much tangible property which has es-
oed the attention of the assessors. A single,
responsible tax head in cach county would result
in the more efficient assessment of both tangibles
and intangibles.”

if Tonwa veaily wants an assessor who can bring
e Hht the gold and precious jewels that appear
on the fair ladies, but not on the assessor’s hooks,
we saggest in all sericusness a second-story man,
He will find in fifteen minutes more gew-gaws
in any given house than the assessors have seen
i ffteen years. And he has absolutely as much
richt to the watches and precious jewels that
come to his hand as the public has that sends the
assessor to the front door in the pame of the law.
The chief difference between the two s that the
second-story man takes the whele treasure teove
at one fell swoop, while the assessor works on
the principle of the man who cut the dog’s il off
an inch at a fime so it wouldnt hurt so much.

Production should carry with it the inviclable
icht of ownership. A man's watch or his fair
Tady's necklace shouid he as safe from the as-
sessor as from the burglar, If he did aot come by
his valuables honestly, they should be taken wway
{rom him. If he did come by them honesily, he
should be guaranteed possession safe against indi-
viduals or groups of individuals. .

Sdepressions con

~ywith Ban Pranc

A LONG, LONG TRAILL AWINDING

Jackson A Graves, pionesr president of the
Farmers' and Merchants' MNational Dank, is not
afrzid to look squarely at the real cau i
business depression while other men hide

and go.
fell into the th of a crazy real «
vecasioned by approaching completion of the
Southern Pacific's line connecting Los Angeles
isco. Subdivisions were laid out
wherein the lots did not be ied for
from ten to fifteen yoass. i ;
estate boom collapsed. . Then in the
we had another real estate hoom. Prices
heosted to outrageons heurss. OF course, 1t also
collapsed, resuliing in great hardships. Our popu-
latinn wras constantly increasing, and so was the
wenlth of the country; but it reguired nearly all
of the nineties to recover from the depression of
the eighuies.”

The real sstate |
ago wag suwch a p
increasing land values
“play” were inclined to have a hearty !
over the congternation of those who ployed blag
and then raised 3 wall when It came yed W
didn’t have too much sympathy for the lambs tha
were led to the sacrifidge, as Sarah Gamp would
say, onn Wall Streer. “Srocks were boosted oo
high. There was boond to be a crash,” sy the
wise ones--aiter it happensd. Well, there i Jikely
0 be some kind of a crash for somebody i any
Lind of a gambling game.

Sorae moaths ago, sn organization called the
Property Owners” Defense we was Tormed in
Los Angeles. Tts purpose was to obtain ~justice”
for people who had boughe fots with the wnder
standing that they were o he resold at a profir
not sold, and the
claimed they wers swindled, Land s
enough, but land values are not. These
garablers™ lost.

The words of Mr. Graves v thar WWall
Street is o long, long trail that winds across and
through and vp and dewn our country, and 1
is Bordered with vacant land on which these many
homeless folks might be Hving and working i
thev had a chance, if prices in real faad o
Leen “honster s prics il
! in the
bie suppore. Vo say that there Is overproduction

P criom can't keep up with by
v oz onllection of
because they haven'

-2 heranse there aren’t encugh jolz
because the land upon which all muast labor,
they work at all, is being held out of wse alony
this Wall Btreet Highway, )

in Florida a few vears
s attempt to gamble i
at most of us who didn’t
b
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WithGrertings for the Newear
S

HE gquestion of dicarmarent, which
the world has been waiting for =o
long

AELED,

has suddenly been swept asida

by the unemployment situation, The
answer is simple.  Men can live only on land.
Al industry must have access to nataral re-
sourcks or it cannot function, and men will be
throws out of work, Land is the cns free gift
to all, therefare, whatever men create on and
from land, belongs to them by the right of pro-
duction. On the other hand, all the valvue that
attaches to the land through the presence of

population belongs 1o that population. It is a

‘every nation, soms men own the soil on which

community made and owned valne. By taxing
this comrsunity created walue inte the public
treasury, society would not peed to lay the hur-
den of taxation on productive industry. Yet in
all must live, and to them capital and Iabor
Cut of all the wealth pro-
duced, a portion must go to the owners of land,

alike must pay toll.

as owners, who produce nothing, When capital
and labor divide between thers all that s pro-
duced, there will be no sverproduction. When
the burden of taxation is removed from indus
try, it will function freely and there wili be no

unemmployment,
: STOUGHTCR {o0LEY.

333 Madison Avenue,
Las Angeles, Calif

INDUSTRY OR CHARITY?

Up and down the country from Washington
to Wippoorwill Hollow, men are wracking their
braing for ideas to increase employment. People
are to hecome spendehrifts; public works are une
" rtgken whether they are really necessary or not.

¢ metropolitan papers swell the chorus that is

oroing more and more general: let each work-
ing man cut his hours and days of work and
there will be enongh for all.
Sherper working hours and fewer working
giving more leisure for cultivating the fine
s, or at least for resting the weary bones, 5 an
cconomic condition greatly to be desired, but
when hours are eut arbitrarily, and wages. zlong
with them, merely to divide the same loaf of
bresd among a greater number of hungry men,
such limitation of labor, sach creation of more
johs, is charity and no fancy names can make it
anvihing clsz,

Twa men were watching a steam shovel at
work, Said one to the other: “MNo wonder men
are out of work. 1f they would employ men with
picks and shovels, they could use twenty-five or
¢hirty more men on this job” “Yes,” said his.
friend, “and thirk how many more they could
sinploy if the men did the work with salad forks.”
That is what leaders are proposing to do today,
dor their digping with salad forks, not because it
is a4 wise and efficient method of carrying on the
worlds industries, but becanse it is a cold-blood-
od, charstable emergency method,

Those whe labor and produce the world's
Aih are about to be asked to sacrifice a past of
¢ pay for a day off. In every aty and town

; ople who have three hundred and -
i o whits

o
fnd

S

i

a year off with no sacrif
They own o farme or a business lor which
they no longer wish o use, or never did use, and

have leased to someons who will use it and pay
handsomely for the privilege. These long vaca
tioners will not be called vpon to cuc their own
incomes to aid the tenant farmer who is working
their land or the struggling merchant who must
sell encugh goods during the business depression
to pay his rent,

Then we wonder why
Communists and such.

we have Beclalists and

The way to save money is o spend Ho-—American
Luwsmberman {Chicagol.

If some people lived up to ther ideals they would
be stooping~-South Bend Tribuns.

Wow the drys understand why it is called the Amer
jcan Bar Association.—Dallas News.

T the business werld, these days, a profil s oot
Cwithout honor in any country.—Judge.

It might not be » bad idea o try busyness as 2
tonic for business.~-PMashuille Banner.

Ciive your money 2 job and the other fellow wifl be
able to find ope—American Lumberman,

If it was 2 campaign of education, the G, €0 P cer
tainly learned a lot—Bibwankee Journal

The trouble with 2 burning issue is that v produces
go much more heat than lighi—Sen Diego Unwion

The impression grows in Central Burepe thet this
is a Upesce to end peace.—Cincinnati Tihnes-Stay,

Locks like & would be sasy for bus

=
revival—it has 30 many mourners.——Spring

And now at last all of the nations have 1
tariff walls that cause prosperity.—-Rechesier
Uzion.

Strangely enough, @ is the sinking-Tund that enabies
bonded cities to keep afloat in the financial sea--W
ton Leader,

The Republicans are enthusiastic for truce, but some
tolls us Democrats they'Hl give back ne post
=Fiallas WNews. ‘

Departrient of Commerce announces that more
than $207,000.000 waus speot last year in Americs on
cosmetics. : Business seems o be all mght on the sur
face—Nezw York Bvening Pest.

T ostart 2

d Union.
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THE CRISIS

When bhusiness is plodding along with ooly the
usual number of failures that come with the ex-
gencies of life; when a ,ama][ percentage of people
are starving to death; when comparatively few
ave committing murder and suicide because they
find making a living almost impossible, it is well
encugh for smugy business men, bankers, polid-
ciang, statesmen and other leaders in public life,
to say: lut, tut, now. We musta’t try experi
ments. We mustn't make any radical changes in
our economic system and disturb the balance of
power., These are old established customs. Men
have besn appropriating the earth for their own
private benefit for thousands of years”

They have. And dvilizations have been falling
now and then for thousands of vears. The pres-
ent conditinn of business and labor is the strong-
est mndictment that could ke brought against our
present civilization, the greatest possible censure
of the methods defended by these very men.
America is conceded to be the richest country in
the world in natural rescurcez and in the products
of industry; yet America, in company with the
rest of the nations, is suffering so acutzly from
her economic ills that the present civilization is
perilousty near to a smash,

Those who would help us by thefr suggestions
seem utterly confused. They tell us that we
brovght disaster on ourselves by spending too
prodigally during the fat years. We had saved
nothing for these lean vyears that were sure o
come. In the next breath they tell us that we
must spend, spend berally to stimuiate business,
Dor't stop with buying necessities, buy luxuories.

Mow if spending hberally roday will stimulate
business and bring prosperity, how on earth did it
bring on this busiess depression when we spent
s0 freely vesterday? And if spending liberally
brought on hard times, how can it cure them?

Ts other words, politicians, statesmen and news-
paper writers grow more childish with every ut-
toran Our President can do nothing but ap-
point commission after commisgon to look into
this phase and that phase of our alerming condi-
tion. They are sull looking, It is proposed that
we spend millicns o ¢ arr} on pubin works, that

our patent medicine chest rather

we cut the mumber of sworking hours for ndic
viduals, that we send all the married school teact
ers and clerks back to the dust mops und fry
pans, that we make special appropriz
farm relief, that we try all the pilis and salves in
wit clear our
system and bulld up real economic heaich by
naking any fundamental changes,

Artificially created iobs or arbitrandy estabe
lished hours and wages a::m fmly tide uz over, at
best, from one pGr!Ud of business depression o
another. Such procedure does ahsalutely nothing
toward building permanent prosperity. It ignores
entirety the fundamental cause of unfnm!o rEnt
and bu:um«n depression, It ignores the pnnu}ﬂ\’\
that govern the production and discribution of
ch.!t.hn It tgnoves the natural faw that makes ali
society pay the penaley for allowing individuals
to take what belongs to the group as a whole.

We are paying that penalty now with unem-
ployment, failing business concerns, bankrupt
farmers, dositw banks; and when the present de-
pression is past, we will go on paying the pen-
alty for our ignorance, Llﬁ\hamc and heedless
ness with a little less unemployment, fewer busi-

ness failures and bankrapts, until the cycle comes
round again and we have to do it all over.

Conditions in America are changing., Free lan.
is gone, or nearly gone, and with it the mpporm'
nitics that made it possible for a vigorous young
nation to recover from panic and darwmun.
Each time she comes back from h;nd tHimes,
won't come back guite so far. We do thing
big way 1 our country. When we have 4; diss
ter, it is worth front page space. America rose
with unprecedented speed from @ few colonies
to an empire. She may fall as suddenly. T will
be 3 sight for the gods and make Hlympu% trom

bie.

The time hag past when men may sav: “Let be.
Our ship sails fasmr thus.” She may be sailing to
her doom. Special privilege was the rotten foun-
dation beneath the glory that was Grecce and
the grandeur that was Rome. Tt iz the r(":tia-?n
foundation upon which our own republic stands
today. The House of Have must learn o recog:
mize the nateral laws that govern our economic
life: or real prosperity will never come. Tinker
g with Labor laws and savingaceounts is v :
effore. There's no use stopping e calk the
when she’s leaking in the hold,

£

This is no time to be squeemish about our eco-
nomics, no e to cing blindly to old traditions,
old ideals, old gods. If we sit in the cabin with
eyes and ecars closed to the truth, saving: Tt was
never done by Joha Paul Jones,” ol her deck

“are awash, Heaven help us! S

The nattons of the world are at the cros
Crvilization, itself, s on trial

l«@%ﬁ




