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(in the Fourth of Julv, 1932, we celebrated
the hirth of cur mdependence with the wusual
flag waving and speech-making. On the seventh
of July, the Los Angeles Record printed the
picture of a comely and refined loocking woman
standing beside 2 welfare worker in the Los
Angeles Plaza. Above the picture was this cap-
tienn:  “Woman on Auction Block”  Beneath
the picture was the fellowing: "“Men and
vomen went on the auction block in Los Angeles
sday.,  Col. Louis Byrens, welfare worker,
climbed on a stand in the Plaza and offered the
services of the destitute to the few whe were
willing ro bid. Thaose who found work wil re-
ceive between 30 and 50 cents per hour.  Some-
one bid 35 cents per hoar for Mirs. (The Record
published her name) shown above on the auction
block with Colonel Byrens. There will be an-
other auction tomorrow.”

We are not criticizing Col. Byrens whe, we
inderstand, has been conducting similar auc-
tions in other citics. He is enabling these people
to obtain work that they cannot get in any ocher
way. But what a picrure! We fought one war
to gain our political independence and throw
off the voke of a foreign monarch, ILess than a
Fundred vears later, we were engaged in another
conflict that struck the shackles from the black
gan in the SBouth, Less than two hundred vears
Tater, we find it necessary to dust off the old
aucrion - block and sell to the highest bidder the
services of men and women who must choose
hetween that or starvation,  Every slave has
always had that chaice,

The whole parpose of slavery 1s 10 permi one
man to live by another man's Jabor.  Nothing
that man uses in the round of his daily hife
may be had snless someone lzbors to produce
it, urtless someone fashions it from the raw ma-
erials that form the various parts of the earth.
df you do not wish to fabor and make these
things veurself, you must de without them or
find some means of forcing others to make them

for vou, This mav be done 1 either of two
ways: (1) by obtaining possession of the man’s
person through the institution of chattel slavery;
(2) by claiming cwnership of the natural re-
sources that must be used, the raw materials, that
the man must have before he can make the things
desired.  Either of these methods will allow you
to take irom him the lion's share of the wealth
that he produces.

i1 vou choose the first method and encumber
vourself with a retinue of personal slaves, vou
will be obliged to feed them sufhcently ro keep
them i good condition—you may want to cash
in on them some day at a lancy price; vou will
have to provide clothing and lving guarters,
medical care when they are ill—you can't afford
to lose a valusble slave. "Fhere are many draw-
backs to this old-fashioned way of living on the
labor of others.

We advise the second method, especially as the
present law of the land permits the second and
nat the first form of slavery, Buy a lot, not just
anywhere, be an astute pambler. The downtown
lots 1t growing cities are the real plums, You
need pot erect a building on 1. Lease 1t 1o some-
one clse whe willl Charge him all the rent you
possibly can. He will work and employ others
ta work at his particular line of business and
produce wealth and pay wages and help the pros-
perity and well being of the commumity.  Our
of all that he makes, he will have 1o give you 2
large part for the right to ccoupy that particolar
portion of the earth’s surface.

As the populadon of the div grows, there will
be mere and more demand for the land Iving
within its limits—for the quantity of land cammet
be increased. Az the value of the land zoes up,
vy can raise your rent, without doing a lick of
work.  The ather lots will be similarly owned.
People cannot work, or even hve, withoutr using
land. "The rental value will go up, Many will
rerain possession of valuable sites, not to wse, but
to bold for speculation.  The incoming popula-
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tion will be forced to pay & higher and higher
sum, either in purchase price or for lease, in or-
der to use the land. It will rise so high that
they cannot produce enough wealth to pay this
price and have ensurh lefr to conduce their busi-
ness.  They will close their offices and stores and
factories. Men and women will be thrown out
of work. They will net have wages with which
to purchase the food and clothing and ernaments
that have been created. Wlare factories will close.

hole families will be driven onto the streets
and into the bread lines, some impelled to acts
of crime and vislence.

The constirution of California savs, in Art. [
Sec. 18, “NWeither slavery nor involuntary servi-
tude, unless for the punishment of crime, shail
ever be tolerated in this state.”

You think these men and women are not slaves,
are not ﬂngaged in iiwaluntary servitude, when
they must make terms with the awners of the
land before they can produce the comrmon neces-
sities of life?

The strains of ovr national anthem seill Tinger
in the atv; over the land of the free and the home
of the brave foat the Stars and Stripes.

“What am 1 hid for the services of this
woman #7

THE LOCUST PLAGUE

Mark Twain once remarked about a learned
treatise on bugs that the humblest bug among
them probably knew miore abour 1t than the so-
entise did,  That is supposing that bug psychel-
ogv in ne way parallels the cerebral activity in
the genus homo.  Man can peer through 2 micro-
scope or a telescope and measure an atom or a
Milky Way, but what he koows about man as
a social animal dealing with economic problems
would rattle around in a hazel nut shell,

D, J. C. Faure, a graduate of Cornell, comes
home from Africa with some very interesting and
flivminating koowledge about grasshoppers, to-
wit: “The cause of the world’s grear locust
plague is the strange effect of crowding on a
smnall group of harmless ‘isolated” grasshoppers.

“Merely putting too many of these ordinary
hoppers of some species 1n one place changes even
their shape and color under a degree of mob
psvchology  perhaps never before reported  for
livipg things,  From fsh-bait’ they transform
into an almost different insect—the  ravaging
plagues of hiblical stary and modern coop pest.”

By wmerely raising the solitary hoppers in s
commmunity cage, . Faure produced this change.
“They entered fn all ordivary happer colors. © ..
Yoo successive moults they changed abmose 100
per cent o black and yellow—an age old sign of
locust plagues, . . . Even a ‘solitapy” grasshopper,
reared in a wire cage syrrounded by the ravagers,
caught the madpess and transformed  himself.

Biost astonishing of all, when these ‘plages’ lo-
custs were separated and rased in individaoal
cages, they transformed in shape, coler and habies
into the harmiess type.””

Just what . Fauer and his brother scientists
expect o do in the way of giving My, CGirass
hopper more elhow reom so that he won't turn
vicious and eat up the crops, has not been di-
valged, but undoubtedly they will selve the prob-
lem. The zrasshoppers have no privileges that
we are bound to respect. Man, on the ather hand,
claims certain privileges from time tmmemorial
that put an effectual stop to the solutions of more
important problems than locust plagues.

If Dr. Faure will look abour him with an
ahserving eve, he will see that human beings are
crowded together in our cities, particularly in the
tenement districts, for the simple reason dhat the
surface of the earth has been fenced off and there
is w0 roomier place for them to go—unless they
can scrape together encugh money to pay the
price of privilege, In these crowded guarters we
find the principai breeding places of crime, of
disrespect for law, of the very radicalism that
privilege fears so much.

There 15 no reason to believe thar 2 Tictle baby
born into a teaement house has less of the seed
of human kindness in iis letde beart than and
child horn inte the most commodious home, but
Like the “solitary” grasshopper shue up in the
erowded cage, it may very weil change its nature
and develop into a dangercus citizen, due en-
tirely to thiz crowding process and close contact
with other [awless characters, Why not try
giving these children and grown folks, ton, more
elhow room, a better opportunity to earn an
honest and coinfortable living, and see if they
will not revert like the grasshopper back “into
the harmless typel”

Why s it that scientists and professors are
s clever about bugs and so stupid about human
bemzs?

IRONY

South of our house are two large, well sieu-
ated lots overgrown with weeds and wild oats,
n one of them stands a delapidated and aban-
doned house, a disgrace w the neighborbood, At
the rear of the uther lor is a movable structore
that wwas used as 2 tool house and temporary of-
fice by the contractor and builder who once
owned the twe lots.  To this small ool ho
poor farmly has taken up 1ts abode because 11 can-
not affard to pay rent for o vegular house where
it can live in comfort and decency. The cone
teactor was forced to give up the lots i pavinen
of a dehr because there is no demaand for houses
and consequently he 15 out of work, Could any-
thing be more ironical 7
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FOR VALUE RECEIVED

“Houthern California Business” for July prints
i letter written to the editor by a2 Los Angeies
hank executive. Bank executives have not shown
much brillizncy in thelr comments oy advice dur-
ing these critical times, but here is a man who
has a real coneribution to make at 2 tume when
selfish and unthinking peaple ave trying to solve
the economic probiem by having their taxes re-
duced.

This writer says in part: “AllL the taxes |
have ever paid-—direct taxes, county, school, dis-
trict, national income, automobile Fcense, gaso-
fie tax—ido not foot up as rouch as it actuadly
cost to educate my four children through schoo!
and high schosl.

“AIl the improvement assessments [ have met
and paid-—street, park, storm-draln—amount o
about one-fourth of the actual collected incre-
ment in value of premases | !uu;ﬁ owned, acounied
and sold. .

I hehfﬂ' in i of individual oppot-
tunity, as against any mrm of communism. But
T believe that the great moral answer to the
difficulties of the capteabistic svstem 5 1o discour-
age greed.

axation bears the same relation to the indi-
ddual desire to get ahead, which 1s the motor of
our business structure, as the brake bears to the
motor of the automobile.”

ATE

Here 15 a4 man who recogmizes that iz
Tevied to puy for the services rendered by lhis
government, stare, local and Federal, and he
even acknowledges that he has recelved services
ir: excess of the taxes he has paid.  Perhaps if
mare people would sit down and think over the
benefits that they have recerved from their gov-
erament, they would find that faxes are not wo
high, but are levied in the wrong way, and that
aw mnwf svstess of taxation means such a burden
U industry that incomes are sadly reduced.
When incomes are reduced, any tax seems oo
high.

When the desire to get ahead becames the de-
sirve to ger something for nothing, 1t can wmeet
with suceess only if some means s found by
which you can take from another a part of what
he earns by his Tabor. B twa or three people did
this the effect on the community would not be
very far reaching, but when hundreds of thou-
sands do it when millions do it all over the
country, the offect 1 nothing shore of disastrous,
and the majority of us are likely to find ourselves
in such reduced circumstanwces that very small
taxes loom gigantically i our budget. When we
cannot bay a stick of vum or a straw hat without
paying tribute to the swners of the ecarthe
although we may be cne of them o a limited
scale, roa much of our wealth will be paid out,
nat to the government which is constantly ven-

dering us valuable service, but 1o individuals whe
wive us absolutely nothing in return except the
right to live on this lide planet of ours.

Tanation 15, indeed, the brake thar can check
and finally step this graft. It is nor anly the
expenses of government that must be reduced,
but the ennrmous amount of wealth that 15 Aow-
ing into the pockets of those who have not carned
it must be resoyed and broughre inte the public
treasury where it belongs. It will then be
necessary fo burden industry and home pwners
with every manner of senseless tax from a sales
tax to a personal property tax.

“Indmidual spportunity” will then belong,
not to the favored who arrived first and
seized the cholsest spots, but to every child born
o earth, teday, tomorrow and forever,

HUIMAN VALUE

Cnce, H;mn{h Hood provoksd se
with his poem “The Song of the Shirt,” but we
don't seem to h{wc done much about it.  Poorly
paid and degrading toil for some, idlensss and the
charity loaf for others & s6ill a conspicueus mark
of our boasted civilization, “Q), God! that bread
should be so dear, And flesh and blood se cheap!”
it is nor very flatrering to have the famous Dir.
. M. Mavo of Hochester, Minn., tell us that
the cash value of the material in the human bady
has slumped 31 cents, and that, “Tn war days the
value of our bodies was estimmared ar 98 cents,
But 1 suppose at present low prices we are worth
about 67 cenes.”

Adfter all) this mad struggle ro feed and clothe
and house this 67 cent body i3 because we prize
that miysterious thing within the body called life,
Odaly sentimeni ateaches any value g the human
frame when it no longer responds o conscious
wntelligence. Vet thas ”'ix't::iiimsn(:f*” flickers so
feebly in most of us Tlut we can't solve this very
simple problem of “making & living”  If the
accident of birth had net provided some ten mil-
Hon people in the United States today with cor-
poreal bodies, they couldn’t scrape together the
£7 cents to purchase materials to make one,

-rinus thought

=i

it has been discoversd that in givisg until it hurts,
some people 2re mely senyitive o pain—3 Joseph
Negog-FPress.

Bt tam is the greatest need of the Democratic
party?" asks a puimwm Offthand, we'd say more
Democrats—F thanta Coustituiion.

Americn won't recognize japan's terrilorial gais in
hine. Mot, anywav, when Japan gets through with
o rnadiis (Ore.) Gasette-Ttmes,

i spems 2 shame Mr. Rath iz cub down (o the same
wages as ®r. Hoover, There have been a lot more
complaints abous Mr. Hoever's hitting and fielding—
Tampa Tribuse.
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SIGNS OF PROSPERITY

Transferring wealth from one man to another
and creating new wealth are rwo different things,
yet the rezltors keep telling us, with an enthusi-
asin worthy of a berter cause, that on such a day
or during such a week so many transfers of real
estate were made,  “Real estate transters within
the city, during the week ended the Zind inst,
ook a distinet upward turn. . . . Property
transfers, as indicated by deeds filed, aggregated
767 in the six communities of the metropolitan
area, outside of the city, during the first haif
of June . . .7

This is cited in all serigusness as an indwcation
of better times. According to the realtor, pros-
perity will return when we begin to shuffle our
parcels of real estate-—and the faster we shuflle,
the more prosperous we'll be. s thar really true?

Three men sat down to 2 poker game. Fach
man had $509. One man had betrer luck, or
betrer intuition or a hetter poker face than the
other two. This zame was on the level. At the
end of two hours, this poker faced gentleman
had $1200 and each of the other plavers had
8150, The combined ““weafth”, or the buying
power of the group was just what it was when
the men sat down to the table—%1500.

Maney had changed hands, but no wealth had
been created.  Money is not wealth, 1t repre-
sents wealth, Wealth is felt hats and crowhars
and cornbread,  Money can buy these things:
£1500 can buy so much of these things and no
mare.  When money changes hands, buving
poever changes hands, bue it {5 not increased.
There was no more wealth in the world when
the three men finished theiv game than theve was
when they started.  One man was richer and
twa men were poarer.  Whenever people gamble,
ne one can gain anless some one loses hecause the
sum total always remains the same.

e

Poker games are ton insigniticant to upset the
economic world, We can't blame the preseat de-
pressicn on poker.

Three men in a town had $3000 apiece. One
of them owned three lots. He sold two of the
Yors to the other two men for 34000 each, The

first man then had $13,000, while the other twe
had %1000 each. The combined wealth of the
group was still $i5.000.  Moncey had changed
hands, but no wealth had been created. In the
first place, land 1s not wealth, it is the source of
wealth,  In the second place, no land bad been
created. There was no mare Jand after the trans-
action than before, The quantity of land was
still just whar it was when man was a jellyfish,

Any community or state or nation Can go on
swapping parcels of the carth’s surface over and
over amd over, but there will be no more land
than there was when they started and no more
wealth, Money will have changed hands ke the
pea under the shell, but the buying power of the
community, state or nation will be just what it
was when hopeful humanity started in the resl
estate husiness,

If the three pentlemen adicted to poker wish
to mcrease thelr store of wealth, one or mare of
them must go to work and create wealth by his
Iabor. When enongh has been produced to in-
crease their funds appreciably, thev can go hack
to their game. Or, they mav not even perform
any labar, themselves, to produce morve wealth,
but may entice some new-comer inte the game,
The new player will have money that he has
presumably earned by the sweat of his brow, at
Teast his money represents the wealth that seme
body produced, and when it i added to the
game, the winnings will be larger, but not because
the game is 3 productive ndustry.

The samne thing is true of land rransfers. I
Caltforsia, for wmstance, can persyade her East-
ern cousing to come YWest and buy veal sstare,
the new-comer will pay for these purchases with
money brought from the outside. T'o that extent,
the community will be richer, but it will be richer
because someone back in lowa or MNebraska or
Michizan labored and produced wealth, not be-
cause land changed hands in Califormia.  All of
the prospective victims of the realtors that will
come here as tourists this summer are in cxactly
the same position as the “suckers” that are lured
inty a poker game,  They bring new money to
the pot s that the realtors won't have o stop
the game long cnough to create wealth,

Buving and selling land doesr’s create wealth
any more than plaving poker does.  Only huroan
fabor applicd o land, to seme form of naiural
resources can oreate wealth,  Tf some men play
poker and accumulate money with which to pur-
chase the product of other men's Iabor, when they
have produced none themselves, somebody s go-
ing 1o come off short. B men speculate in land
and use the money they win to bay labor produces
when they have created none themselves, some-
hody is going to lose. 1t is mevitable, :

Transfers of real estate are not an indication
of prosperity any mere than the “transfer” of
meney in any gambling joint.




