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AMare than a hundred years ago, Thomas Paine
wrate; “The opinions of men with respect to
goverament arve changing fast in all countries.
The revolutions of America and France have
thrown a beam of light over the world, which
reaches inte man. The enormous expense of
governments have provoked people to think by
making them feel; and when once the veil begins
to rend, it admits not of repair. Ignorance is of

2 peculiar nature: once dispelled, it is impossible

“re-establish it. It is not originally a thing of

eI, but is only the absence of knowledge; and
though man may be kept ignorant, he cannot be
made ignorant.”

Those words might have been writren today.
Nathing could show more clearly than the recent
election that men’s opinions of government are
changing fast, not of official government, mercly,
but of that invisible government of privilege that
dictates the policies of office. It 1s not the Pres-
ident and Congressmen, alone, that have been re-
pudiated, but the interests that they befriended.

The power to control the affairs of men does
aot ordinarily lie with the greatest number. The
larger 'the “maob,” the more difficulty it has in
organizing, and the more varied are its desires
and purposes, for it is, after all, made up of
individuals. It is comparatively easy for smaller

groups to gain the upper hand and, through .

subtle and cunning methods of education, keep
the mass of people in ignorance of what is really
happening.  To this power, the people them-
selves, sume cousciously, some unwittingly, con-
tribute by wielding to it, by keeping silent when
thev do understand its abuses—because they want
it to help them, because it has the fat jobs to give,
the inside tips, the epportunities for social, politi-
cal, finaocial advancement. No man would try
o risc.to a position of wealth and influence and

< the same time oppose, either actively or pas-

¢ly, the great corporations and public utilities,
the trusts and monopolics. Those who see the
danger and cry out against it, atfempting to warn

‘represent an effect, and not a cause.”

the people of inevirable disaster, are laughed at,

dubbed cranks and radicals, sometimes thrown

inte jail. '
As these powers become stromger and more

" firmiv entrenched, they become more and maore

oppressive until even the dull and indifferent are,
as Paine says, provoked te think by being nmde
to feel. We may shrug our shoulders and say,
“Tou bad” when we are told that men are out of
work and their families suffering for the bare
necessities of life. We are sorry for them and

* subscribe to the charity fund—and go on about

our own affairs. But when our job is gone,
when our family is suffering, we want something
done about it, not in the swest bye and bye, but
now. That is when revolutions are born-—when
a sufficient number of peaple have felt the oppres-
sion of the privileged class.

The Los Angeles Record had some pertinent
paragraphs on “Marching Mkn™ and said in pare:
“Students of history know what it means when
men start to march . . . And they are marching
today; they will be marching next meonth in -
greater nunbers—an ever growing army, tramp,
tramp, tramping . . . The thing for the whole
world to remember is that these marching men
There is
always a threat to existing government when men
begin to march. There comes a tims when pop-
ular feeling and opinion turns against the aris

tocracy. Those who have chosen to side with
privilege, not because privilege is righi, but

because it is powerful and will take them where
they want to go, find that they have climbed up
on the wrong wagon.

There is no doubt that many men who fawned
on the French aristocracy despised it in their
hearts, and those who succumbed to the lure of
honors and riches just as the tide of revolution
was rising, soon found to their sorrow that they
had chosen to side with the wrong power, bur
they were just as dead when the guillotine fin-

~ ished with them as if they had honestly belicved
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all they professed. The same thing is true of
Hussia.  The time came when it was zot safe
ta side with the czar and his party.

The Russian revolution was less violent than
that of France, and in"America it is not necessdry
to resort to the physical force and stratepy of war.
For several generations, the ballot box has been
waiting for voters to register their protest against
unfair policies and unjust conditions. The elec-
tion of November 8th that swept out of office so
many of. the old guard miy prove a revolution
turned, or merely wimpled, time will tell. We
have yet to learn the full significance of the elec-
tion. No doubt there are many people who are
as blind to" its deeper meaning as President
Hoover. Such an overwhelming defeat ought to
convince any man and his party of the dire neces-
sity of changing their policies, yet in his first post=
election. address, Mr. Hoover contents himself
with the usual formalities that promise support

to the following administration and puts his - |

greatest emphasis on his exhortation to his party
for renewed strength and activity as a party.
“Republicans of the country should not be dis-
couraged by defeat.” Said Mr. Hoover, “Rather
they should at once strengthen all forms of
nztional, State, county and precinct organization
for absclutely nulitant action.”

The election of November 8th indicates that
something far more serious and fundamental than
party lethargy brought deieat to the Republicans,
It is generally recognized that many of the votes
cast for the Sowalist ticket were protests against
the policies of both of the major parties.
- A resolution passed by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars at their national convention in Kansas City
Iast month, declared that “‘utmost desperation
and chaos exists tn the social and economic life
uf the nation because of a system of exploitation
of the people carried on by bankers and privi-
. lesed groups under cover of vicious laws.” The
Veterans of Foreign Wars are asking the cooper-
ation of the American Federation of Labor “in

launching a national movement looking toward

a peacerut change in the economic structure of
society.” .

1f the Republican. party will turn its attention
to the study of the fundamental principles gov-
erning social welfare, and will assist in bringing
about a “peaceful change in the economic struc-
ture of society” it will have a far better chance of
survival than if it stubbornly continues its present
policies which the great mass of people have in-
terpreted as “a system of exploitation of the peo-
ple carried on by bankers and privileged groups
under cover of vicious laws.”

Like some unthappy. Frenchmen of the Eigh-

teenth century, Mr. Hoover chese to ally himself
with the privileged groups just at the moment

gone modern.” Whether the worm has actually

when those zroups were becoming unpopular,
when political heads were due to fall by the bal-
lot box guiltotine,.  When Gov. Roosevelr sad:
“Judge me by the evemies I have made” and
named the power trast, the tribe of Dnsull and
other “big interests” he showed that he under-
stood which way the pendulum was swinging.
We were frequently told that this depression was
good for us, that we were learning from our
experience. What we learned and how much
was a great susprise to the Republicans.

After enjoying power and privilege for so
many years, the Republican party s not geing o
lie down and quit; and the Democratic party,
elated with its overwhelming victery, s not going
to yield withont a struggle. The next four of
eight years will sce a battle royal between these
major parties. If the recent vote truly indicates
a modern revolution, the winning party at the
next election will be the one that heeds the sigos
of the times and takes sides against the privileged
interests.

As Thomas Paine said, when ignorance 1s sice
dispelled, it is impossible to te-establish it. A new
order of political policies must follow the new
order of thought.  “Man did not enter nto
society to become worse than he was before, but
to have those rights {the civil rights of me:
better secured.” i\

THROUGH THE YEAR

“What has destroyed every previous civiliza-
tion has been the tendency to the wuneguai dis-
tribution of wealth and power. "Fhis same ten-
dency, operating with increased force, is observ-
able in our civilization today, shewing itselt in
every progressive community, and with greater
intensity the more progressive the community.
Wages and interest tend constantiy to fall, rent
to rise, the rich to become very much richer, the
poor to become more helpless and hopeless. and
the middle class to be swept away. . . . Equality
of political rights will not compensate for the
denial of the equal right to the bounty of namre.
Political liberty, when the equal right to the land
is denied, becomes, as population increases and
invention goes on, merely the liberty to compere
for employment at starvation wages. This is the
truth that we have ignored.”

‘What more fitting title could friead or foe
have bestowed on Henry George than that given
him by the Duke of Argyll when he called that
great economist the Prophet of San Francisco?
Henry George saw and understood the cause of
social injustice. He explained the cause and its
remedy in one of the most inspired books of the
humar race, Progress and Poverty. He proph

sied exactly what has come to pass, “the lncrey .

ing intensity of the struggle to live, the ncreasing
necessity for straining every nerve to prevent
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elieves
stopped, but enly by heroic measures, by compre--
" hensive long-range, planning.”
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being thrown down and trodden under foot in
the scramble for wealth,” * Yet, even with the
bitter lesson of the past few vears still bearing
down upon us, statesmen and economists turn
their backs on Henry George and the great truth
that he has written down I’hdt all who run may
read.

it is appropriate that at this time there should
appear a Henry George Calendar, compiled by
Henry Ware Allen of Wichita, Kansas. It
brirtgs to the admirers of Henry George and his
philosophy, many fine passages from the books
and addresses of that great cconomist. Wherever
information was obtainable, Mr. Allen mcluded
in the calendar the names of those who have made
particular effort to advance the teachings of Mr,
George, There are also the names of men who
fived and died before Progress and Poverty was
writtes), but whose claim to Immortality—and
no eiher claim 1s justifiable—is that thev strove

with all their might to help their fellow men, to

establish personal or political liberty. RBenjamin
Franklin, William Llovd Garrison, Andrew
Fureseth, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry,

Turgot and Quesnay, Garibaldi and Lafavetre

care named under the dates of their births, and

several tmportant historical events, the signing
4 the Declaration of Independence, the Fall of
ve Bastille and Mexico's Independence Day are
anentioned in their proper places.

We see only one death recorded, that of Mal-
thus, December 30, 1834, Perhaps Mr. Allen
considers it an occasion for a sigh of relief when
the originator of what a broadcaster would call
“the Malthusian BElues” had the good grace to
leave the world which he believed was becoming
overcrowded.

This neat little booklet WlIl be of special inter-
est to those who have been associated with the
Henry George movement for any length of time,
and it will serve as an excellent gift to one who
would like to become acquainted with Mr.
Creorge’s general trend of thought before delving
deeper into his writings. The calendar may be
had for twenty-five cents from the Robert
Schaltkenback Foundation, 11 Park Place, New
York City.

NEW HOUSES FOR OLD

“The shadows of cconomic decline have so
lengthened in the Lower East Side that over half
of its former population has deserted it says the

Municvipal Reference Library Notes (New York) -

“* Worme-eaten debris’ is a harsh descriptive ex-
pression, but it was recently employed in an
editorial in reference to this section of the City.

“The Lower East Side Planning Association
that . further disintegration can be

The one and only really effective measure tor
this situation would, indeed, require considerable
heroism I it were carried out, for it would strike
at the tap root of all our social ills. ity plan-
ning is an excellent thing for any commuaity.
Even the best intentioned citizens would be
likely to produce an odd patchwork effect ¥ left
entirely to their own devices, but under our
present laws, there is nothing to keep a man
from decorating his lot with a two story building,

Car-even a sod hense, when the site value calks for

a fireproof fifteen or twenty-siory building.

City planning or no city plansing, there is a
very simple and effective way to rid our cities
of .all “worme-eaten debris)” all tmble-down,
ubhealthfu! i not unsanitary, tenmeats.  Look
at any city in the country, vou will find that every
degree of tengment neighborhood appears on
valuable land, en land tha: the owners are un-
willing to develop while waiting to reap a rich
harvest in the rise of land valaes.

The citizens of the community are the ones
who create this value, Let them take it in Lien
of taxes for the public treasury.. When the
owners of the land find that thw’: speculative value
is gone, that they will never “ger any good out
of it except by using it, and that the better use
they put it to, the more good they'll get, there
won't be encugh worm-eaten debris left on any
city's “East Side” to houwse Mickey Mouse.
Landowners will voluntarily seek the planning
commissions and endeavor to provide the best
possible improvements for their lots, They will
do this or they will release their unused and
inadequately improved lots to people who will
use them.

Complicated lezal procedure to dispose of ithe
tenement problem is unnecessary.  One simple
law—the taxation of land values—will accom-
plish the desired ¢ad more yguickly and with
more reason aikl justice than any other rule or
law that could be devised.

THE HELPING HAND

The annual convention of the Califernia Real
Estate Association was held recently at Del
Monte. It recommeaded that the MNational
Association of Real Estate Boards petiion the

next Congress to amend the Home Loan Bank

Act “without reflection on the administration or
the recent appointees to provide that there shall
be at least three realtors and ar least two bank-
ers out of the total of eleven directors i cach
of the district banks.

Every prospective homeowner who obtains aid
frem the Home Loan Bank, must sink part of his
investment in the lot upon which the house must
stand. ‘The realtors are going to see that he
sinks as much as possible into the bare land
and has as little as possible ieft for building
materials and labor,
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TWO SUGGESTHONS
131, Thomas Nixon Carver, 2 Harvard Profes-
sar, has given the National Association of Man-
vfacturers a plan for solving the unemployment
problem. - Furthermore, he predicts dive results
if the manufacturers fail to make use of the plan.
in the first place, Dir. Carver’s plan provides
for decreasing the over-supply of labor by (1)
Exclusion of immigrant Iabor. (2) Reduction
of the birth rate among the peor by eugenic
restrictions on marriage and by raising the stan-
~dard of living. (3) A vastly improved system
of education. The second part of the program
is designed to increase the demand for labor by
(1) Encouraging enterprise by beiter schools of
business, suppressing predatory business and en-
forcing the law. (2} Encouraging accumulation
by safeguarding savings, and by “blue sky’™ laws.
(3) Stabilizing credie and purchasing power.

If we can decrease labor without actually lin-

ing men up and shooting their heads off, and at

the same time persuade the fofks that are left
~te desire more of the things that Jabor produces,

T3r. Carver thinks our troubles will be over.
Apparently, it did not occur to Dir. Carver that
every time he rediiced the number of workers by
shutting cne out or killing him off, he also dis-
pased of a consumer.

The demand for work and the demand for
goods should keep pace. Every time a man ap--

pears on the horizon, he brings with him two
things—a demand for work, and the demand for
the things that work pmduwx How can you
have one without the other? Since man’s wants
are never satisfied, since his ingenuity will con-
tinue indefinitely to discover and invent useful
or novel forms of wealth, there is little likeli-
hood that the swiftest and mest efficient labor-
saving machinery will ever catch up with his
desires. ‘There should be plenty of work for .all
to the end of time.

W hy are men unemployed when they lack the

necessities of life? What are the necessities of
life? Food, clothing and shelter are the three
general terms that we use to designate man’s
pritmary needs. Where do these things come

from, how can they be produced? They come’

from the earth, itself, and are produced by human
Labor.

1f, then, there .are men ‘and women who need |,

‘off labor in order to create more jobs.

these things, yet whe are begging for werk and

4 chance to produce them ox to produce something

that may he exchanged for them, is'c 3t clear
that something or some one must have stepped
i1 between the laborer and the land upon which
he must produce, cither as a farmer or a carpen-
ter or a bookkeeper, or a salesman or a locomao-
tive engineer——for none of these people are fairies,
they all make use of the earth when they labar
at their respective arts or trades or business.
Isn’t it conceivable that those who own the
land and charge others for the use of it, or hold
it out -of use entirely, are the ones who stand
between man and his natural right to laber on
the earth’s surface? May not these be the peo-
ple who are responsible for the unemployvment
that has demoralized industry? lsn't it rather
strange that Dv. Carver and his brother ccon-
omists never say or wtite one word to indicate
that they understand the relationship between
man, as an individual and as 2 group, to land and
to community created land values? Don't they
understand it, or are they afraid of it?

Evervy economist and seatesman these days has
some vague proposal for eliminating some ele-
ment that is handicapping industry, and cversone
of them leaves untouched and undisturbed the
monopaly of land. Those whose incomes ar
mainly or entirely dvawn from the rental o
land, itself, are consuming weslth without pro--
ducing any to give in return.  When a worker
must provide, not only for the comfort and well
being of his own family, but must contribute
toward the upkeep of another famﬂy as well,
naturaily his own spending power is reduced.
Dr. Carver speaks of “stabilizing purchasing
power.” 'The aniy stabilization that purchasing
power needs is the assurance to every man that
what he makes he may possess, and what he does
not make he may not possess. We have learned
to our sorrow that the welfare of a country does
not depend solely upon its aggregate wealth, If
industry is to be kept going, its earnings must he
distributed among the greatest number of people,
presumably among the people who did the work.

Soime of the things that the economists have
suggested are very desirable and would follow
in the natural course of cvents if we could once
establish the economic freedom that must come
if we are to attain the novmal life and the pros-
perity to which every individual and nation is
entitled. '

Let us not waste too much time trying io lop
! Let us
remove the obstacle, land monopoly, that seands
between labor and the earth upon which it must
live whether ‘there are jobs or not-—and there
will be plenty of jobs. When men have the
opportunity to employ themselves, they will noh
be begging for work. Employees will be looking
for men.




