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Whe s the Forgotien

{Governor Roosevelt has introduced the phrase,
“The Forgotten Man,” into his speeches and
others have taken it up as a peg whereon to hang
various sentiments, arguments and demals com-

“mon to politicians..

The words were originally used by William
Graham Somner in an address made in 1883
when he was Professor of Political and - Social
Science at Yale University.  The address has
heenn veprinted’ by the Yale University Press,
id it 15 well worth reading at this time when
ke Forgotten Man finds himself among the
unemploved and in need of both charity to supply
kis immediate wants and legistation to correct
the fundamental ills that have brought him to
this deplorable condition.

Rlan 15 the emwiional and imaginative animal.

When death and destruction appear in dramatic
faorm they afttract attention and arouse sympa-
thv. Even in normal times, many appeals are
made for relief funds and for special legislation
to aid individuals and groups. Prof. Sumner
calls our attention to the fact that it is the hon-
‘est. hard-working, law-abiding citizen who must
meet these expenses, who must provide food and
shelter for the shiftless, the lazy, the criminal,
the good-for-nothing. “The philanthropists and
“humanitarians have their minds all full of the
wretched and miserable whose case appeals to
compassion , . . But we stand with our backs
to the independent and. productive laborer afl
the time.”

Someoste must pay for the police and judiciary
departments that protect us from the criminal;
simgone must pay for the institutions that house
our paupers, and our physically and mentally
deficient members of society. “Out of nothing
comes nothing.  We cannot collect taxes from
people who produce nothing and save nothing.”
“*rof. Sumner designates as the Forgotten Man,
. .the guiet. virtuous; domestic citizen, who pays
~his debts and his taxes and is never heard of out
of his Lirtle ¢ircle. . .. He works, he votes, gen-

erally he prays—but he aiwayq pays—vyes, above

all, he pays. He does not want an office. . . He
keep% production going on. He contrbutes w
the strengt!l of the party. He is fattered before
election. He is strongly patriotic. . . . He is a
commonplace man.  He gives no trouble.  He
excites no admiration. He is not in any way a
hero . . . or a problem . . . nor an object of
charity . . . Therefore, hé is fovgorten. Al the

burdens fall on him, or her, for it is time to

remember thar the E*orgottm Man is not seldom
2 voman, Hf it is desived to bring zbout
social improvements, bring us a scheme for ree
lieving the ¥orgotten Man of some of his bur-
dens. He s our productive force which we are

cwasting.  Let ux stop wasting his force.  Then

we shall have « elean and simple gain for the
whole society, . .. Lt us take some of the bur-
dens off him.” '

This is the main point of Prof. Sumucrs ad-
dress but he makes some very significant suuges-
tians that fit well with the present situation n
which we find so many of our industrious, faw-
abiding citizens unable to pay their debes and
their taxes, literally millions of them wnable o
provide bread for their families. This s nor a
problem that calls for emotional reaction or
sentimentalizing. It needs cold, scientific reas-
oning.” “Our laws and iastitutions,” says Prof,
Sumner, “by which we astempt to regulate our
lives under the laws of nature which contral
society are merely 2 series of haphazard cxne-
riments. We come into collision with the faws
and are mot intelligent enough to understand
wherein we are mistaken and how to correct our
errors. We persist in our experiments instead of
patiently setting abour the study of the laws and
facts in order to see where we are wrong. T radi-
tions and formulze have a dominion over us in
legislation and social custems which we seem
unable to break or even to modify. . . . the
Forgotien man would no longer he forgetien
where there was true liberty.”
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Most of our legislarion interded to improve
soctal condidions, has been class legislation; it
has been regulatory in nature; @ has been de-
signed o promote the welfare of one group very
often at the cxpense of others. We have been
trying to bri
ing social condition withoue attempting to replace
the rotren voderpinning with a safe and solid
foundation.  Uat! we do that, we cannot cell
whar alteravtons are necessary upstaiis.  Many
of the weaknesses will disapoear without further
local repars; che strain that is sapping the
strength of society will be relieved when general
equilibrium s restored by working at the foun-
dation, not tnkering with the roof.

“Civil liberty,”
status of the man who is puaranteed by law and

civil institutions the exclusive employment of all

his owon powers for his own welfare. . . . There

-is o such thing on this earth as something for

nothing.  Whatever we inherit of wealth, know-
ledge, or institutions frem the past has been paid
for by the labor and sacrifice of preceding geo-
evations. . . . True liberty means that a man's
rizht to take power and wealth out of the social
product 8 measured by the 'energy ‘and wisdom
which he has conteibuted vo the social effore. . . .
The institutions of civil Iibi"ft} ieave each man
to run his carcer in life in his own way, orlly
guaranieeng v him that whatever he does in
the way of industry, economy, prudence, sound
judgment, cte., shall redound 1o his own welfare
and shall not be diverted to some one else’s ben-
efit. . . . Wealth comes only from production,
and all that the wrangling grabbers, loafers and
jobbers  (those occupying political jobs) ger to
de al with comes from somebody's toil and sacri-

(the Torgotten Man) in giving him a fertile

sotl and an excellent climate and he wonders why
it is that, after all, his scale of comfort is so
maoderate.. He has 1o get out of the soil enough
to pay all his faxes, and thae means the cost of
all the jobs and the fund for ull the plunder.”

We have quoted rather freely from Prof.
Sumner’s address, partly because the now popular
phrase, The E‘urgailer Mian, was his own, partly
because FProf, Bumner has preseuted so cleariy the
case of the average eitizen who Is trying to obey
the laws he sponsors dnd keep up the struggle
for cxistence under the domination of those who
have gmined “pewer over thelr fellow-men In
order that they might win the joys of carth at
the ex pense of others and might shift the burdens
of Im- mm their own shoulders upon those of
others,

We may say With'Prof. W. B. Munro of the
California Institute of Technology that the For-
gotten Man deserves to be forgotten since he has
given so little thought to economic and social

problems. 'iruc he has been most negligent in

e up the superstructure of a totter- .

says Prof. Sumnper, “is the

performing his duries as 2 member of sooery.
He has continued to vote, year aiter year, with
the same party. usuzfly the one hiz father ap-
sroved, without taking the trouble o study the
issues or the men that proposed them. He has
swallowed witheut question the most absurd, the
most erroneous ideas regarding government, pro-
fection, taxation, mumicipal ownership; but it i

" also true that if he had turned to the brotherhood

to which Prof. Blunro belongs he woueld be tound
“following wandering fires, lost in the quag-
mire.”  The academic economist is either ignor-
ant of the truih or afrmd 1w express it 1f the
Vorgotten Ban tarns 1o organized labor or o

the Socialist or Cammunist or to those who pass

under the general appelation of reformer. he
finds merely such plans and schemes as benefiz
some by injuring others. These are the class or
group reforms,  As Prof. Sumuoer savs: “If vou
undertake to Nift anvbody, vou must have a
fulcrum ar point of resistance. Al the elevarion
you give to one must be gained by an equivalent
depression on smmeone else.

I, then, we are to raise society as 3 whole
with benefit o all and injury ™ none, we
must find our leverage in something that & com-

mon to all mankind, that does net morally belong

to any class or group, race or nation. Let w
take the earth, iwelf, call it the lever or the fmz:!
dation or what vou will. It is the common store-
house from which all wealth must be produced

by human izbor, and to which all wen should

have equal access.  Give every man the oppor-
fumty to use the earth with the right o produce
as much weaith as he can or will.  Let hun pay
for this priv ilege by putting a small part of his
praduction into the common treasury, not indo
the pockets of individuals whe have not labored
to produce 11, Tn this way, alone, can a wan em-
ploy his own powers exclusively for his own good
and the common welfare. Mature has, indeed,
been good to him.  MNature and science have
made the recurn to his labor come close to mrac-
ulous, and whsn we guarantes to every maan,
the full return te his JIabor, we will pot be
troubled with striking farmers who cannot dis-
pose of their bumper crops while millions suffer
from malnutrition.

Only through a clear understanding of the use
and ownership of the earth, itelf, can the Vor
gotten Man arrive at the solution of his secial
problem or hope 1o wrest his goverment fro
the control of special privilege.  Only when he
realizes that selfishness dnd grecd are common
to all mankind, will he understand that: “dhere
can be no cvil liberty anywhere unless nghts are
guaranteed against all abuses, az well from prole-
tarians as from generzls, aristocrats, and eccles”
iastics.”  This preseni economic crisis
come very close to disaster should have proved
to us the need for fundamentai readjustment that

that E].d.\s_h )
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will help us all, producer and consumer, capital-
ist and laborer, merchant and professional man.
The cry once was that the Union could not
endure half slave and half free. We are begin-
wing to realize that no civilization can long con-
sinue parr millionaire and part pauper. Both
will disappear with the right kind of leveling
orocess, and the i*orgzotten Man will come into
His own,

CONSOLAT!ON

Unable to assume credit for prosperity that
did not come--as promised and predicted by
himself three years ago—the best that Mr.
Hoover can say of the results of all the efforts of
himself and his party to stery the tide of depres-
sione i that it might have beenn worse. We are
earnestly besought to find comfors in that barren
thought, “Let no man tell you that it could
aot be worse,” said Mz, Hoover at Des Moines,
It could be 50 much worse that ihese days now,
imrewn'f as they are, would look like ventable
prosperity.]

Here is a clipping from the Los Angeles
Times, November 29, 1929, The headlines
read: “(olden Fra Dawning. Hoover REeveals
“ich Future. New Heights in Prosperity Indi-

red as Result of His Conferences. Coming
sear MNow Looms as Beginning of Record Na-
tional Advance.” The article goes on ta tell us
about “Concrete facts and figures developed by
President Hoover during the last ten days and
new policies initiated: by him form the foundation
upon which the countiv may look to the year of
1930 as the beginning of a period during which
a hitherto unrivalled prosperity may be expected
g reach new high levels”

Mr. Hoover, it seems, had called together the
leading business men of the nation and secured
their promise to spend over six billion dollars
in “new construction, expansion and mainte-
nance during the pext year and months imme-
diately succeeding. ‘The grand total of these
figures; n vast sum to be spent in the interest of
peace and prosperity, resembles an amount which
ordinarily we would associate only with war,

. When the country was threatened with
financial hysteria, the first result of which would
have been decreased production and consequent
redluciion of employment, Mr. Hoover set about
marshalling the resources of the nation. = Trirst,
he emphasized his faith in the country by ap-
proximating a tax cut of $160,000,000.” Con-
gress was not then in the throes of wrestling
with the new tax bill in a vain attempt to bal-
ance the budget.

.M'r. Hoover. reallzes that he was slightly mis-

_ken about this “era of unprecedented expansion
in every field of commerce and industry and
accompanying - prosperity of unbounded propor-

tions,”  BSinge conditions are so deplorable they
cannot be hidden nor desied, Mo Hoover can
merely declare indignantly, over and  over,

“things coulfd have been worse, 1 rell vou they
could have boen worse”  This, after all. is not
very comforting ts the honest, industrivas tamily
man who faces the approach of winter without
a job, without the savings he entrusted t the
bank that closed its doors. You can’t expect the
man in the bread line to work up much enthusi-
asm about the gold standard When he hasw't any
dollars of anv variciv and can’t get them. We
ire very gldd that Mr, Hoover and the Re puh}i- .
can party “held the Gibralter of Worid stahility,”
but when do we eat?

We are reminded of a scene in Dickens’ Hard
Times. Sissy Jupe was in tears because she
couldnt understand MNational Prosperity as ex-
plained by Mr. M'Choakumchild. “MNow, slus
school-room is a Nation,” he had said to the
children. “And in this nation there are fifty
millions of money; Girl number rwenty,
isn't this a prosperous nation, and a'n't you
a thriving state?” “I said T didn’c koow, 1
thought T couldn't know whether it was a pros-
perous nation or not, and whether I was in a
thriving state or not, unless | knew who had got
the money, and whe ther any of it was mine. Bﬂt
that had nothing o do with it Tt was not in
the figures at all,” said Sissy, wiping her eyes.
“Then Mr. M'Choakumchild said he would
try me again.,  And he said, “This school-room
is an immense town aad in it there are 1 million
of inhabitants, and oaly five and twenty arve
starved to dcath in rhe streets in the course of
a year. What is your remark on that propoer-
tion?” And my remark was—for 1 couldn’t
think of a better one—"that I thought it must
be just as hard npon those who were starved,
whether the others were a million, or a million
million. And that was wrong too.”

Yes, Sissy, that was wrong too. [t 13 quite
possible that when a man has neither food oor
money, the pangs of hunger will grow quite as
acute when his fellow sufferers are only five and
twenty as when they are ten million, but there

.are some things that are not in the figures of

the politicians. Mr. Hoover and his friends will
continue to offer us solace in the words: “Lwet
no man tell you it could not be worse.

Not “World” causes lie at the toot of the present
widespread depressicn, but “Earth” causes, viz., the
Land Question.—Progress, Melbourne,

Judge Lindsey says that six million Americans are
too poor to get' married. But he failed to add that
most of them are married——Creenville Piedmont,

After becoming partially civilized a Kongo tribe got
heavily in debt and took to the jungle again. We can

) understand that impulse~—Florence (Ala.) Herald,
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RED MEN AND WHITE
The United States Senate Indian Affairs Com-

mittec has been investigating the condition of

the Indians in Southern California.

Before the white man carme, the Indians lived
a normal and successful life. Natural resources,
the forest with its wild game; the river with its
fish, the prairie with its buffale was accessible
to every member of the tribe and each could sat-
isfy his wants or fulfill his desires according to
his ambition, strength and skill.  Whoever heard
of a tribe of Indians where an able-bodied man
was denied the right to hunt or fish or .set up
his wigwam unless he paid another Indian for
the privilege?

Huuger came to them sometimes, yes, but

only when a-long drought or unusually severe -

wineer reduced the pame or hampered their ef-
forts to obtain #t. -in other ‘words, what our
insurance men call “an act of God” -was all that
brought economic disaster to the red man before
the whire mun interfered with him. “The All
Year Club of Southern California has spent
_thousands of dollars telling the rest of the coun-
“try about the wonders of this state, its scepery,
its climate, its soil. ne would naturally sup-
pose that the Indians in Southern California,
especially as they were here first, would be ac-
cupying some choice farm lands and living in
pienty, vet Senator Frazier of North Dakota
says- that the Cahformans have driven the In-
dians off good lands and “back into rock piies.”
Mr. Lichtenberger of a Native Sens of the
Golden West Committee {note the irony in that
name) said in making his plea: “Get these In-
dians something to eat while policies are being
determined ; what they need is food right now—-
beans, bacon, meal and something to keep them
from starving to death.”

‘Why should those who are working and pro-
ducing be asked to give to charity in order to
feed the starving Indians who have been “driven
back inte rock piles” while there are millions of
acres of fertile land in California that no one is
using? These acres are being absolutely wasted.
They. are being hoarded by the owners, waiting
for increased demand to send the price up and
bring them a return they did not earn. Why
not ask these dogs-in-the-manger to give the

-avenged.

Jillustrate by example.”

Indians some decent land to live on where they
can earn their swn way in comfort and self
respect, not humiliate them by rehbing them of
their fand. then feeding them the kind of food
we think they ought to have, paid for by chano
as if they were insane or physicaily unfit,

Appropriately enough, 500000 white men
Californiz find themselves in the same predica-
ment, We do not eat the same kind of food nor
wear the same kind of clothes nor live In the
same kind of houses that the Indians did in their
palmy days, but all that we do use for food or
clothing or shelter must come from the earth,
© et us refease the poorly improved and vacant
fots in our towns and cities and put our hungn
and unemploved white men o work.,  The real-
tors report 2 housing shortage.  The lomber and
building material’ mmprmi(s are almost baok-
rupt because they can't sell the things with w hich
houses are made. There is.all the land in Cali-
fornia thar will I needed for many times hey
present population, There are thousands of dle
men begging for work, many of them skilled car-
penters and builders. If the present owners of
vacant land in California would give i away
outright, they wonid set the wheels of wdustrs
turning at such a pace that the general wmorease
in our prosperity would more than make up ¥
the loss: of the speculative land price that h:

‘been forfeited.

The treatment of the American Indian by the
white race marks one of the mast tragic and dus-
graceful pages in history, but it is paralleled bs

" the treatment he has meted out o his fellow

white men. Look about you, men of a onece
proud people, look about vou and behold the
hungry hoards of white men begging for chanty
and secking a miserable shelter on the verv land
they stole from vou. There is little hope that
the white man will abandon his traditional faod
policy before hie has suffered another and a worse
depression than the present one. The individuals
and the generation that eohbed you will nac
share their plunder with their own people. The
white man, like vourself, deprived of his oppar-
tunity to use the fraitful carth, is ahunger and
acold.  You may well believe that the wrangs
inflicted upon you by a conquering race have been
The conguerors are on their kneaes,
hegging for bread. They could cheat vou, rob
vou, slay vou, demoralize you with alcohol, offer
you Bibles with one hand and buliets with rhe
other, inflict upon you what Bret Harte calls
“the helpless bigotry of Christian civilizers. swhn
would have regenerated the Indian with o rexr
he did not understand and they were unuble 10
All these things could
the white man do, but he could not and canns
break the laws of the Great Spirit with impur
ity. Your wrongs are not righted, bur they are.
indeed, avenged.




