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A MORE ABUNDANT LIFE

Looking back ever 1933, and siil! Further,
aver the preceding years of this depression, we
find curselves gazing on a very dark picture, e
deed — poverty, crime, murder, kidnapnings,
Tyachings and practicaily every form of human
misery and degradation. Our curth s as fruitful
a5 it ever was, Our opportapities for coaperation
are greater, our metheds of producing wealth
and saving labor are more ingenious and efficient.
yet this tragic picture of want and suffering s

_all we have to show for our boasted civilizatior

Why has Chrisdanity failed so disrnally in the
part it has played 10 our individual and national
life? ‘Why has it been unable to cast 2 single
rav of light into the darkness of these tragw
years? In addressing ¢he Federal Council of
Churches of Christ in America, a few days age,
President Roosevelt said:  “You have come
through to the thyeshold of a a new era in which
vour churches—Gentile and Jew-—recognize and
stand ready to lead in a new war of peace—the
war for social justice,

“{hristianity was born in and of an era o
ble for the great gulf that separated (the privi-
teged from the anderprivileged of the world of
00} vears ago . . . LThe earky chuvches were
wnited 1o a social idea L Lo

S8 | were asked to state the great objective
which church and state are both demanding for
the sake of every man and woman and child
chis country, T would say that that great ahjec-
five is ‘a more abundant lifel”

& ore abundane fet Making a Tiving,
merely keeping body and soul together, has be-
come such a desperate stroggle for many, such &
colorless. monotonoms  existence for milbicos of
others, that they may well ask: SR har ge it
all aboui? What are we here for? Why oy to
2o on, day after day with oo hope of anything
Topter” A Los Angeles minister, Dr. Willsie

“artin, suggests that we Uput ouy hands and
peads together to build a better sotiety, a freer,
healthier, Lindlier wortd,  There is no better
firne to begla than now.

“f et us start by visioning the kind of society
we want. 1t ought to be a social order in which
very ong has a chance to go outite the fron-
tiers of his ability, in which every chiid has a2
place in the sun. 1 want a weorld in which there
is Bread epough, room enough and jobs eneugh
for all, 1 want 1 world made as free from dis-
ease as science, fight living and medical sleill can
make i, § would like to Live in 2 world free
from shams, ugliness and dirt. 1 would like to
Yive in oz sworld of good will, reciprocity, 00~
operation-—in & word, a world of Jove, Such a
world is passible,  Why npot start 0 build it

nowy 1

These who advocate the land value tax do
st herause they helieve it will bring ahour just
such a condition as Dr. Martn has desoribed.
Mo what is the difference between the methods
of those whe would accomplish rhis hughly sde-
crable end through taxation, and the church
which stresses the Golden Rule and its ohsery-
ance as the way of socal salvation? Several
months ago, the Los Angeles Times carricd an
cditarial calling for a refurbishing ot cons ience
and morals, = new kind of revival “of real re-
Geion,  “About the only thing that can save
America from going the way of Babvlon e
stratohtening up n mwrals and seiffersing up in
tdeals.”

We have reached a or not only moouy
economic istary, but i our religious tife a well,
Cheistianity, itself, {s on triall Tinagine & s
stopary frying o oonverd 2 “heathen’ tribe and
holding up the United Srates as an o ample of
what Christiauity can do for a people. FRut,
gir” the sevaze might say, “we have no orune
probles in our Nithe trilie, o poveriy, o o
ders.  When the season is good and the crops
are plestiful, we a1l ear; when the rains are too
benvy or the draughe prolonged and the crops
are meager, we all go huagry or poorly fed. We

have no vears when food & plentitul, yer some
of our members starve, Why should some of
cur young men steal skins or meat from others
when the chase, manliest of all sports, is open to
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all, and it & noble and henorable to bring home

game of one's own capture?  You are (miuug B
to adapt a faith of brotherly love. I we do,
will it make owr country like yours as we see
it ‘HL'tlili{{ i1 the newspaper you have been show-
ing us? Must we give up this, life of equ aliry
and happiness and see our litde childeen go hus-
gry amd oold and our young men steeped in the
bload of their brothers?  What wonld we do
with them, we have no t.‘rt'mag prisons as you
have,  What is Chelstianity 7 What kind of a
religion is it that turss brother against bracher,
that allows some whe do not work to take from
those who do, that permits some to take pos-
sessinnn of .he fields and not aliow sthers to
raise food waisv\ they give a part of it to this
so-called owwner?  § oawm afraid we dfm’r Cpite
understand  vou emd vour Christianity.” Oy
savage would probably oo z::lude his wrzlarks
with a native word meanin ;z Applesauce.”

We don’t kaow what a ISSONATY W ouid S8y
to this, We don’t know what he could sav, bue
the advocates of the Christian religion u--':ii have
to do something, and do it before long, i they
are to jusiify their philosophy,  We speak of
Christianity  becavse this s whar is called a
Christinn nation. The same thing mwiﬁt bi’ said
of any of the major religions.

Ity spite of the fact that the churches are sul-
fering from pernicious anemia, that thefr minis-
ters feel sbliged to defend the privilege that sup-
ports them, though doing so has warped the
world’s most beautiful philosephy inte a shabby,
shapeless ﬂh!e&,’, vet there are many earnese souls
who come in all sineerity to lay their burdens
before their God and tearfully beseech Him to
relieve their anguish, They henesdly  believe
their own words when they say that all we need
i in this “move sbundan Life” s to practice
the Golden Bule,

Let us ook at this carefully, Gur unequal
distribution of wealth has resulted in great riches
ot one hand and extreme pov erty on the other,
i crime and saemployment, in falsg standacds of
success and }JE]QE[!(’HS”_—LH{,‘\G are m{m[ prablems.
They arise when wea live together in groups and
communities, aud they incremse i number and
iaportance as the size of the group increases and
ity activities become more vomplex.  The ineer
ests of the individuals in the larper state becrme
s diversified that the rules of conduct followed
in the simpler society are not adequate for the
sew relations,

The natural laws m:ph!! there, on the job
and up to the minute, but they are not so clearly
seen when we have so many things to observe
and ponder.  The principles invelved in the pro-
duction and eperation of an oldtime hand press
are not difficelt to understand.  To the unini-

tiated, the big power presses of our daily news-
papers are almost as much 2 wystery as the
Milky War., Yet, if 3 single patural law-——of
motion, of graviey, of the conservation of mat-
ter-—had been violated, the power press could net
be aperatad.

The primitive man places a lop across a nar
row strexin and tests it by puttng his fooi on i
He needs no sclentific knowledge to determine
whether it will bear his weight. His problems
of social lite are equally simple,  Without hav-
ing heard of the Geolden Rale or the Sermon on
the Aount or the Tords Praver, he and his
fellows actain a life of well-being and satisfac-
ton that puts our civilization to shame. With-
out knowing how por why, he remgnizes the
fact that the well-being of the individual and the
Zroup are mtz:;dfpendzm and he molds his sim-
ple activides to bring zbout that end.

We have graduated from logs to suspension
bridges and concrere forms,  Bridee building is
a seience and it must be studied and mastered Hf
we are to span the Golden Gate or the Hudson
River. Observance of the Golden Rule will pre-
vent & man from using teo small an smount of
cement in his mixture or imperfect sizel beams

his structure, but 9t will oot in 2 millic
vears tell him how pwch cement sught to go in
the mixture nor how strong the beams cught 1o
be to support a given weight.

e

The knowledge of how to live together in
groups, yer enjoy the freedom, the peace and
prosperity, the cpportunity for work and play
that we have a right to expect in this life—the
bnowiedpe of how o do this s & science and
should be rreated a5 such, Moral laws are no
guide in selving scientific or mechanical prob-
lems. We are not born with a systematized
kufm!ee’?ge of the natural laws thar govern the
undverse, and 110 one has yvet proposed the Golden
Rule the key '§' wr owill unlock the mvseeries
{;t ﬂgtlf}i?fﬁﬁ!w a1 ‘3; {hﬂi’i{‘“tm] £4 Itliiu\

# e

There &5 a moral element in our social rela-
tions, t¢ be sure, but we cannot observe the
Golden Bule, except to 2 very Hmited extent,
wintil we have studied political economy and dis-
cavered those natural Taws upon wi‘uch CUT Inan-
made baws st be based if we are o achieve
that more zhundant Life of which cur President
spoke.

How van we make a contact between the phil-
osophy of Jesus Christ, a philosophy of love and
kindness, honesty and justice, and our present
day complicared social relations?  So far as w-
know, Henry George was the only economi
who ever attempted to do so, who ever spoke 61
God and God’s laws throughout his remarkable
books, the only man who ever amplified and
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completed the idea embodied in the Golden Rule
30 that these who believed in the philesaphy of
Christ might make a practical application of it
and really practice the Golden Ruie about
which they have talked so much and done so Lit-
sJe—as is evidenced by the deplorable conditions
prevailing inn this Christian nation.

" # #

Today the administration is trying frantically
o rorrect these evils by effecting a change in
what s obviously an unfair distribution of
wealth, and all of rhese atterupts o better con-
ditions are made by legislating or dictating rules
and regulations withour any pretense of dever-
wmining whether there may be a natural and or-
derly sequence in the production and distribu-
vion of wealth. Perhaps the efforts of these
well-meaning gentdemmen in Washington would
smeet with hetter success if they knew even a few
of the things that Heary George has made so
clear.  Mr. George, in his Science of Pylitical
Feonomy, Book 1V, Chap, H, makes a nice dis-
finction between the kind of natural law that
governs production and that which governs the
distribution of wealth,

“For natural law is not all comprehended i
what we call physical law. Besides the Taws of
e which relate to matter and cnergy, there
Ve also laws of nature that relate to spirit,

thought and will, . . .

“Yp short, the distinetion between the laws of
production and the fnws of distribution 1s net,
as is erroaconsly taught in the scholastic polit-
cal economy, that the one set of laws are nat-
wral laws, and the other human laws, Both sets
of laws are faws of nature. The res! distine-
tien is pointed out in the last chapter, that the
natural laws of production are physical laws and
he natural laws of distribution are moral favws,
Aad it iz thie that enables us to see in pahtical
cconomy more clearly than in any other science,
that the goverament of the universe is a moral
government, having its foundation in justice, O,
to pat this idea into terms that fic ir for the
simplese comparison, that the Lord our Cxod 15
a just God.

“Tp considering the production of wealth we
are concerned with natural Taws of which we
can only ask what Is, without venturing to raie
the question of what ought to be. ...

“Far the pereeption of right or justice, the
recognition of ought or duty has no connectios
with or relation to two of the three elements
or categories inte which we may by analysis re-
solve the werld as it is presented in conscious-
Ness to OUT TeAsening faculties. That & to say,

neaght ar justice, sught or duty, de not and can-
not have any relation either to matier or 1o
enerzy, but only to spirit. They presuppose con-
scious will, and cannot be extended beyond the

limits in which we recognize or assume 4 will
having fresdom 1o act. '

“Phas is it that o considering the pature nf
wealth we come into no direct and necessary con-
tact with the cthical iden, the idea of right or
justice. . ..

“Rut the moment we turn from 2 constdera-
ton of the laws of the production of wealth
0 » consideration of the laws of the distribution
of wealeh the idea of ought or duty becomnes pri-
mary. AR consideration of distribution involves
the ethical principle; 13 necessarily a considera-
tion of ought or duty—a consideration int which
the idea of vight or justice is from the very first
involved.  And this idea cannot be rruly con-
ceived of as having lmits or being subject to
change, for it i an idea or retation, like the
idea of 2 square or of a circle or of parallel lines,
which must be the same in any other world, no
matter how far separated 1p space or tone, as in
this world.”

What Seazlist or Communist or Technocrat
has seen so clearly the hand of God the af-
fairs of men? What pelitictan ot statesman has
credited matural law, either physical or moral,
4s having any part in this problem of the pro-
duction and distribution of wealth? What min-
ister of the gospel has come forward 1o say that
the brotherhood of man and the Faiherhood of
God foplies an egual right to the use of the
earth?

Those who wouid achieve “a mare abundant
life” by besceching 21l to obey the Golden Rule
and expluning no further—are like one who
would give a few steel beams and & couple of
handfuls of rivets 0 a man and ask him to con-
struct a skyscraper. Lhose who would sverk
tenwvard the same end by giving every mdn an
SppoTTWINGY 10 WS the earth without paying an-
other individual for the privilege, recoginize the
sruth in the Christ philosophy of love and jus-
tice. and have found one means of applying 1t
ta our present day complicated social problems
by following the arinciples laid down in the
teachings of Heary George. We must have
Christianity, or something like i under any
name, to teach us that we cught w practice the
virties of justice and honesty and kindness. Then
we need the clear and concise statements of
Henry George to tell us how to make our wan-
made taws follow naturzl Taws in the production
and distribution of weaith so that we saay realize
that state of society pictared so alluringly by
Dr. Martin.

“The Christian religion and philosophy cannot
do it alene, for it s concerned with the moral
laws znd daes not pretend to define property

" rights or advocate sysiems of government. The

church says: “Thou shalt not steal,” ver makes
not the slightest attempt to define property or
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the natural rights of man, Hew do we koow
when we are and when we are not stealing anless
we know what ir thine and what 1s .mine?
Fither the churches are wholly ignerant of the
natural rights of man or are indifferent 1o them,
for many churches have subsisted on stolen
wealth ever since the Christian church  was
foundad.

Again, we sav that the observance of the
F’faldt,n Rule is not enough to solve a scieniific
problem, and it ds ]Li\ff as absuid o expect it 0
clear up our economic problems as ip would be
ra eonsider its observance suflicient to solve a
mechanical problem. It eught to each 4 motor-
st not to be a road hog (it doesw’t) hur m cor-
tainly cannot teach him e deive an avtomobile.

If the maral precepts contained i Christs
philosephy are true st all, they are ]uca as true
taday as they wers when ji.’."ellb crod the streets
of old Ferusalem. If they are true, they open
to us that sublime vision of a social order in
which “everyone has a chance to go out io the
frontiers of his ability, in which every child has
a plage in the sun””  Is che relinguishing of
land speculation too great a price 0 pay for
that?

The Los Angeles 7 maev and realtors’ organ-
jrations, particalarly the “big time” land specu-
larors, do not wang vou to make 2 practcal ap-
plication of Christianity, for that would mean
that those who oollect wealth, without produc
g any, would have to go to work, The great
*mumpohe and public utilities would be shorn
of their power to tzke from the people mare than
a just return for their goods or services.  Yes,
the Times and the real estate boards would fight
a plan that proposed doing something to estab-
lish economic justice. but §s it necessary 0 go on
suffering depression after depression, with all
their attendant want and puisery, just o plesse
a few powerful ones “at the top of the pyramid”™?

Christianity, today, is heing put to the severest
test in its history., Mo wonder the young people
are not oning the churches, Why should they?
They have fimshed their schooling and are ready
for work-—but there is no work. i 2 young
man wanes money, he'll have 1o got fr st the

point af a gun. It is 2 very dark and discour-
aging world, indeed, that he steps into from the
.wrta!c of his school.  And what are vou Chris-
tians dotng abont it? Yeu have put the whole
matter up to (God.  ¥ou have shamelessly passed
the buck ta the very Being whe provided this
beautiful warld for vour use, for your happiness,
for vour very Hfe. You are down on vour knees
begoing God to have pity on vou, to help the
livtle children, to succor the poor widow. It's 2
mercy He doesn’t take you by the nape of the
neck and knock vour heads togethert

Peaple sometimes like o speculate on what
Jesus would do if He were to return to carth
If He were to onter one of our churches
and find His beautiful and gentle philosoohy
wrenched and distorted in behalf of privileged—
even human slavers, if He could walk throngh
the churches of the land and see fhese things,
He wwould dieof 2 broken heart. That's what
e would dol

Brace up.  Forget your eveed-and-dogina non-
sense.  Stop vour hair-splitting.  There is a way
to muake Christianity funceion—even after lving
darmant for two thousand yvears, You can’t put
it into operation by next Tuesday, but if 1t
ever to be done, we'll have to make 2 beginning.

Read Henry Georg ge’s hook, “The Condition ¢

Labor.”  1f vou do, if vou will read it withow

preindice and with a mind opea to counviction,
such a light will food the darkness thar you will
never again say: “What s it all abour, why
are we starving m a land of plenty?” You will
see (rod’s justice as you have nover seen it be-
fore,  You will believe with Henry George, 2
zreat philosopher and a great economist, that;

“Ciad’s laws do net change.  Though ther
applications may alter with altering conditions,
the same principles. of vight and wrong that hold
when men are few and industry 5 rude also
hold amid tecroipe populations and complex n-
duseries. . . .

“Giod . cannot contradics Himseld nor impose
ot His creatures laws that clash,

“Tf 1t be God’s command to men that ihey
should noe steal-~that is to say, thar they should
respect the right of properiy which sach one has
in the fruits of his Eal}ﬁr;

“And 11 He be alse the Father of a1l men,
who in Hizs common benmt‘}; has intended all 1o
have squal opportunities for sharing;

“Fhen, in any passible stage of civilizanon,
however elahoraie, there must be some way
which the exclusive right to the products of -
dustry may be reconctled with the equal night 1w

land.”

ihization has gone down into the Valley o
the Shadow of i){*ati bhat Christian did get out
of the Valley and up mw the Diclectabie ﬁimmu
tains, didn’t he?




