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From no less 2 source than the Los Aogeles
Fimes comes the most enlightening ardicle that
any dazly paper has ver printed on the Los Ane

s iax problem and its relation to our land.
net say what could, or m ;;m he done
wit 1 e, bat so clearly does it pmm out what
itd, and shoald, have been done in the past that
listle vernaing to be said.

geies Conld Have Heen Taxles Clee”
Such a t%f e should arouse interest at onee, and
ig paragraph s promising, Vo this era
d <61l more tazes: of len expenses
.md hnnkuw purses, Angelenos must swallow the
bitier pill of knowing that this city could net
andy have been 2 taw-free community, but actually
able to pay dividends o i ciiizens, had 2 little
tovesight been exercised not longer thap eighty
vears ago.”
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This arvicle, which & unsigned, brings out an
imeresting bit of tocal history. The © City of the
Angels had the unigue experience of begioning as
Ta pivce of PTOPCREY, DOU 4 group of prople. The
fand grant orfginated with the King of Spain
fh!’tlu}i}i his Viceroy who rofed Mexeo, of which
California was a parr, When Felipe De Meve
actuslly fowded the pueblo in 1783, he had in
nnpore the familics who were 1o ocoupy the four
feagnes which comprised the city.  He followed

,Jsﬂ prev .u!mfr Buropean plan—a central plaza

As Taig as 150 Los Angeles owned pearly 09
P cent of itz land, about thivtesiy square miles
of hu h tho [’Lza; was t?u center. “Suitable
“says this wriier,
e;llwtw,i tm {.,,;a e i.,tntz*a‘? parks, play-
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When Felipe De Neve founded the pueblo in
1781 and imported fatnilies 1o ¢ tute it im
zens, the land was oot given to the seile

zlorted o thelr use and vi‘é“:l.ﬁ.id a0t be e

p{‘;sxs;efsga{m #nd !zm.z bté:!.! o

or sold. Each family was entided o a Gfey-five-
Iot, froating the Plaza, for business and
erice purpeses, and one or two  severeacre
parcels divectly adjacent to this residential zope.
The Emfwm" of the rthirtv-siv squarce miles (four
: e, But evervthing, ;m! 1l
self, remaried \lh OWned

With such 2 siarr as this, what happened to
deprive Los Angeles of the wealth ti‘m’ shouldd
be Alling her o« her d:’fmt
s L : i
widusir in Q549 3, Lacat, B O O Ord made
t?l{ oty fzrwf survey.  He was offered for pay

“ters building sives in what is today the heare of
the business district. and lfzfj ACTES D :
now the who s districr” The Bighr of land
speculation had not fallen « *hx cetud
futle town of some 1600 lfihgilﬁtmr‘fk 1. uut{amz!t
Ol vefused 1o sccept real pstate and .;N«mi that
his services be patd for iy cash, 33008, Thic was
i a calarsty, and o it furned our 1o be.
When the city needed cash, i tarned to the fow
alithy grandees of the grear Sparish tanchos.
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120 feet desp for 3200, A number of sales with
their respective figures are Hsted in this aceount.

“And thus did the city of Los Angeles sefl i
very heart in a three day auction for a grand
total of $78481°  Sixty acres in the city went
for right of way and depot purposes—given away
for the asking—swhen the Scuthern Pacific Rail-
road was persuaded fo run a track dewn here
from San Francisco in 1876,

It would seem that the writer of this special
article for The Times rezlized what had hap-
pencd when the ity of Los Angeles lost pesses-
sion of her land, lost the power, but not the right,
to make herself a taxfess city, vet he closes his
story with this paragraph: “But, although our
thirty-six miles of land are lost to us, perhaps
there # a grain of comfore in the reflection that
perhaps, if it hadn’t passed into private hands,
the city might not have grown and prospered
as it has, Guien sabe?

Is this writer intimating that }mp]e have not
fiocked o Seuthern Californiz to enjoy the won-
derful climate, after all, but have swarmed here
as crowds collece around a gaming table or haunt
the race tracks—because a little high powered
salesmanship made it possible to buv a lot today
and sell it tomorrow at a profit without having
produced anything bur a listle ballyhoo? We
are asked to And 2 grain of comfort in the
thought that if the moest valuable part of the
fand on which sur oity stands had not passed into
private hands, “the city might not have grown
and prospered as it bas.”

Prospered! Is Los Angeles really prosperous
when—well, what difference does it make how
many of our E'\-Pf‘ﬂ\]‘n are }‘CJ‘{]" cared for thiou h
(.hdl‘ll}, one would be one too many—swhen thou—
sands are strugpling to retain possession of their
very homes; when men and women are living
meagerly on low wages and salaries, and in con-
stant fear of losing even thar little; when many,
every vear, find life too hard and seck 2 way
out of their eroubles through the narrow gate
of death? re we so prosperous? Were we
really prosperous in our boom days when soar-
mg land values and rentals were robbing labor
and capital of their earnings? Perhaps that was
Just an optical illusion ; when land gambling was
at its height, money changed hands so rapidly
we thought there was more of it than there
really was.

What of Los Angeles

geles had refained possession
of her land? The ity would have enjoyed
slow, natural, healthy growth.  People would
have come here to enjoy what natural advantages
she had to offer, and would not have been en-
ticed here by the ballyhooing of tand speculators
and hoosters.  As ecach new family moved in, it
could have taken up the next available plot of
ground adjacent to those that surrounded the
Plaza. There would have been no need to move

w0 the oviskirts where land was still cheap.
When the time came for street pmm and light-
ing, there would have been no such thing as run-
mng these improvements past many vacant lots
0 zmch the outlying homes, Space might have
heen left here and there for parks, plavgrounds
and public buildings, no need 1o buy back

exhorbitant prices what had onee been ours,

Population and the need for land giv
value. As Los Angeles grew, the building sites
near the center of the city would have risen in
calue, in the same way, but not to the swme
extent, probably, that they have in private hands.
Manv of our downtown buildings stand on leased
land now, but the money is pald to an individual
landowner. Would the building owner he any
less secure i the possession of his prope Tty if this
vental were paid Inte the public treasury?  Cer
tainky not. He would have this added advantage
——the money that he paid for the use of the Jand
would be all that he would be required to pay as
his share of government expenses. He would not
have to pay this, as he does now, and pay in
addition 2 tax on his improvements and personal
property and stocks and bonds and purchases
and so on ad infinitum. Think of that, you whe
call yourselves heavily burdened taxpayers—all
of this land value turned into the public treasury
and not a cent of taxes to pay! Think what
that would mean to Los Angeles today, every
plot of gmund used to the best advantage, in-
stead of modern, fireproof buildings standmg
among unsightly structures, no faxes to pay,
merely the annual rent for the use of the land.

Perhaps if Los Angeles had not lost her herit-
age, all who come here would have a chance to
use the land for homes, for places of business, for
gardens and orchards; perhaps we would find
fewer millionaires, and fewer unemployed; less
money changing hands between land speculators
and more of it going nte the pockets of those
who produce the wealth of the community; less
feverish struggle for riches, and more genuine
contentment ; perhaps Los Angeles “might not
have grown and prospered {7) as 1t has,”’ but
she mizht stand today as a shining example to
the yest of the world ar this time when the
world s crying desperately for help.  Quien sabe?

LAND HO!

O Labor Dray, Gen. Hugh 5. johnsoen, speak-
ing from Chicago via the radio, emphasized the
fact that cur forefathers were provided with 2
safety valve In the shape of free land, When
industrial centers became too crowded, a man
could Joad his family and a little eguipment into
a covered wagon and seek the wide open spaces
where he and his family could be selfsupporting
everi if they had o forego the Tusuries of life,
Gien. Johnson, himsel, witnessed what seemed
almost ot endless parade of covered wagons going
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valve. The free land is gone.

A piece of it
here at San Pedre is gradually slipping
into the Pacific Ocean, but i3 2 mere molecule
compared with this big country of curs. What
do vou mean gone? The land is still there, isn't
it?  Milliong of unused acres, fenced in with
harbed wire and idictic land laws, ave just as
much present as they ever were,

Gone where, €3en, Johnson?

down

But who wants to go out in a covered wagen
and live in a sod but and hoe beans? Every clty
in the country has hundreds of couples that are
tired of living in crowded quarters and sharing
space with other members of their families. They
want homes of their own, Carpenters want to
build houses for them, furmiture stores want to
sell themn house furnishings. It is urban lands
that must be made available fo our people if we
would start the wheels of industry turning. And
haw they would turn!

The safety valve of the nation 1z siill here,
but the land monopolist is sitting on it and it
can't function. One thing is sure. If we don't
per him on the run oretty soon, we'll have real
trouble, "This countryv will have to blow off or
hlow up.

CAPTAIN EKIDYsS SUCCESSOR

The Los dngeles Realtor for August lists the
“Fssentials of a Good Lease.” Here are two or
three essentials, Keep in mind the face that the
Iandlord has nothing to do with the site value of
his piece of land. That comes from the presence
of population, WMeither did he make the land.
All that is earned on a given piece of land i
earned by the one who uses it, who actually does
the work. So wipe the sweat from your brow,
Mr. Storekeeper, and look at these sugpestions:

1. A farr “minimum” guaranteed rentsl paid
monthly.

2. The maximum percentage on sales that
the particular business can afford to pay. {Leave
the tenant enough to live or he might die on
yenir hands. )

6. Landlord should receive monthly or guar-
terly reports of sales duly verified by tenant.

7. Tenant should be required to keep accur-
ate books of account and landlord should have
the right at stated intervals to examine them, or
to make an audit

There is more to the same effect. I an en-
terprising merchant works hard and builds up his
business and his reputation, increasing his earn-
ings through good management, the landlord
should stand always at the door with his hand
put like a professional beggar, or a highwavman
mirtus his guns, to relisve the merchant of a
fixed percentage of any increased earndngs, I this

be not piracy, there never was such a thing, All
it facks i the Jolly Roger.

A CALL TO ARMS

The tendency to meet the mecreasing cost of
government by piling on taxes and more taxes
wherever they will stick, without rhyme or reason,
shows no sign of weakening, Tt is overtaxed in-
dusery that is weakemog.

“The over taxation of motor vehicles and their
owners,” says The Los Angeles Times, "y rapid-
ly reaching the point of diminishing returns, if
it has not already reached and passed it; and it
can be readily shown that if this burden is not
decreased, a highly profitabie industry, which
gives employment to mitlions, may be taxed out
of evistence. . .,

“There has been a 300 per cent increase in
taxation per vehicle since 1919, present levels be-
ing far beyond the high taxes of the war years.
In part the levies have been piled on because
motorists made no organized protest, and in part
because Jegislators still continued to regard the
automohile as a rich man’s plaything, though it
passed out of this class years ago. . . .

“Yt was stated by a magazine writer recently
that legislative bodies follow public opinton at a
time distance of about twelve years. In the case
of automobile taxation, they seem to be at least
this far behind. , ..

“Tt is time for metorists te stand together,
and the call te arms sent out by the Automobile
Club of Scuthern California should meet with 2
ready response.”’

The protests of wvarious taxpayer groups are
not, and cannot be, very effective because the tax-
payers themselves know no more about the funda-
mental principles of taxation than do the legis-
Tators. They complain of existing and proposed
taxes, but are unable to formulare 2 tax plan that
would meet the requirements of government and
at the same time be based on justice and sa-
enttfic faws, In time distance, the average tax-
paver is several hundred years behind where he
ought to be. It is going to take a long time for
him ¢ work this thing eut, and when he daes, it
will take another twelve vears for the legislators
to catch up with him. 5o, while vou are answer-
ing that call to arms, take 2 little time out to
study the subject of taxation serivusly—and don’t
rune Hke a scared rabbit every time some one
suggests taking the rax off of vour house and your
car and vour other personal property.

[bata coliested by the Burteau of Labor Statistics of
the United States Department of Laber indicate an
incrense of 6.4 per cent in factory employment in
August 25 compared with July, The August employ-
ment index was 716 as compared with 67.3 in JFuly.
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