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WHAT CAUSES REVOLUTIONS?

If those whe fear Socialism would stop crying
and give the matter serious thought, they zmglt
discover where the Socialist has made his mis-
take in determining the cause of our. economic
waes, They would then be able to answer the
Sociglist intelligently instead of throwing a fit
and runping up the wall.  Hysterics won't solve
our social problems. Everv strike in the countsy
today is being laid at the door of Moscow. Have
we forgotten the serious strikes this country ex-
perienced years before Russiz dreamed of being
Red?

When we were very voung and grew restive
urdler the rule of 2 Britsh tyrant, Edmund
Burke explained to that tvrant and to his Parlia-
mert how it would be necessary to remove at
feast some of the causes of restlessness or thess
thirteen little infants on the other side of the
Atlantic might erawl out of the cradle and start
life on their own account.  As everyone knows,
the Colonies did defy their sovereign with as
much boldness and independence as if they had
heen in the pay of the Soviet government and
had received orders from Moscow., We honor
them for it, but to George I, no doubt, they
fooked as Red as pickled beets,

Later, when Edmund Burke had gone over to
the enemy and was condemning the French Revo-
Lurion, "Thomas Paine reminded him that it is not
radicals or agitaters, bur conditions that cause
revolotions. It would be well for The Loy An-
gefes Times, and others, to keep this in mind. 1t
is conditions that cause vevolutions in France
and Russia and America. People who find their
work congeninl, their pay adequate, thetr homes
pleasant and comfortable do not stars revolutinns.
it is those who must tramp the streets hopelessly
looking for work, who must watch therr famihes
‘J‘!H[l;j at {hdnrv soup Eitchens, who must sleep
i flop houses, or tn the gutters, and who read
of young people inheriting fortunes of forty and
fifty milon dollars—these are the eones whoe
T‘lkf’ it %“F”Yd ss <[Ud?ﬁ\‘ l'j{l'i'il‘\f RO :{I ["{'ﬂl{.l?t“%ﬂ‘i_
They light the fires of revolution, but the fuel &
hered by The Los Angeley Times and others,

We mention that publication becaunse it

such an ado over its loyalty to the flag and the
Constirution and open shop and so on while it
supports the interests of the privileged class at
every turn, and that is exactly what the Secialist
mistzkes for the entire capitalistic system. Surely,
the staunchest defender of our present svstem will
not eontend that it has ne faolts, and it is only
by determining what those fanits are and correct-
ing them that we can hope to prevent revolution,
and perhaps Socialism. Millians living on char-
ity : millions more existing on starvation wages
many still on their feet, butr fearful of losing
their jobs and bhaunted atwavs by the spectre of
poverty ; a handful of men drawing salaries of 2
bundred thousand a wvear and more; another
handful counting their dollars by millions—there
i something very wrong, indeed, with a system
that creates such a situation as that

The Seci , seeing that the social system s
cut of balance, and having very vague ideas about
wealth and capital, believes these wrongs could
be righted by taking ecapital and industry out of
private hands entirely. He comes to the conclu-
stont that all competition 1s ruinous. Such publica-
tions as The Loy dngeles Times cannot correct
him, even if they know how, without commiteing
themselves to the interests of the people as n
whole, instead of to the privileged class. They
consider it much safer o print considerable hooey
about Communists in the pay of Russia, in the
hopes that we will content ourselves with sone-
how banishing these agitators, but America s
auite ";mbl{* c)f starting a revolution without any
1 from outsiders.  She did so once, and
a f:ﬁrw ::m:ccssfui revelution 1t turped out fo be,
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Therefove, 1t behooves us to meet this problems
hy removing as many causes of dissatisfaction as
possible from our economic life. President Boose-
velt has made two moves that tlustrate good and
had changes that might be made in our present
system. For mstance, the Socialist wants all pre-
duction, as weil as all social service pur in the
! of those

hands of the government. The majority
seposed o ‘30(‘;;1 s believe that government
activities should he lnsred 10 2 few deparoments

e, such zs five and police provection,
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schools and lbraries, sewage disposal, in most
cases water supply, postal service, national de-
fense and a fow other little items.

We are so accustomed ta having these serviess
performed by the government that it causes no
comment, save when the Socialist points to this
fact as an argument for government ownership
of all lines of business and industry. Well,
the government can handle the fire department
and water supply, why shouldw’t it go inte the
grocery, dry goods, and hardware business?® If
it 18 all right for President Roosevelt to sign bills
placing Muscle Shoals and the Tennessee Valiey
Project in the hands of the movernment, why
't it egually wise to regulate all business
through codes or other means?

We might say here that we recognize the
present situation as a crisis, calling for emerg-
ency measures that may help us recover, but
would nor do for a steady diet for the rest of
oar natural lives. In order to understand the
difference hetween the Muscle Shoals proposi-
tion and the Blue Fagle, or hetier ver the de-
mands of the Socialist, it Is necessary to under
stand what s meant by “menopoly.”

Funk and Wagnalls Standard Dictionary gives
a very good definition. We print the last wcrds
i italics because they eell the important point
in the storv.  “The exclusive right, power or
orivilege of engaging in a particular traffic or
business, or the resulting absclute possession or
control; especially in political ceanomy, such con-
trol of a special thing, as 2 commodity, as enabies
the person or persons exercising it to raive the
price af if abeve its real value, or above the price
it wonld bring under competition.”

It is not difficult 1o see that same lines of
business are natural monopolies. They can’t he
anything else, For instance, there might be any-
where from one to several hundred O'mce'rv stoTes
o COMMUAIY 3061 )1(“21*20’ to the Dﬂ;)u atton, but
it wouldn’t do to have %t“v.’ﬂ’!l hundred, or even
a dozen telephones companies stringing their wires
along the streets. We ance lived in a town whers
there were two phone companies, and it was heck.
In other words, a telephone syster is a natursl
monopaly, and therefore dees not admit of com-
petition.  The Funk and Wagnalls Dictionary
tells what to expect in the matter of rafes.

The business of %uppnmt" a community with
aas and electricity is another natural monopsiy.
i}n the other hand. the hardware business st
You can sell ten-penny nails i as many stores
as you like, but we can’t have our streets filled
with gas mains belonging to 2 dozen differsnc
gas companies.  Lransporfation lines, water
power, such as that obtained at Muscle Sheals,
constitute natural monopolies, a privilege which
“erniables the persnn or persons exerdsing it to
raise the price of it above its real value, or above
the price it would bring under competition.”
Since competition is out of the question, com-

is

panies holding such privileges have it pretey much
their own way.  Yes, there are laws and regu-
lations and commissiens and so farth, but special
privilege wasn't born vesterday, It has had thou-
sands of vears of experience, and todayv its lobby-
ists are a far worse menace to the happiness and
well-being of the United Stares than all the “agi-
tators’ that Moscow can send.

We might deport every foreign-born person
trom the United States and everv other person
who espoused the cause of Socialism or Commun-
sm, vet we would net have touched the real
cause of our economic troubles, it is not capital,
itself, that makes trouble, but that which con-
stitutes the monopolies. It is their robbery and
pillage which the Socialists have mistaken for
the faulty functioning of this “capitalistic” sys-
tem.

It 5 not competition, but the Tack of it, that is
hurting business. There is no “competition”™ in
a herse race when it is decided heforehand which
horse shall win. There &5 no real competition in
business when some capital enjovs privileges that
are denied the rest, The race is fixed. Nothing
has ever given the public unlities such a fit of
heebe jeebes as the proposed Tennessee Valley
Project. The Literary Digest says of this great
undertaking ; “the hvdro-electric plants will serve
two other great oussions. First, they will fay the
basis for experiments with fertilizers never befare
afforded American scientists.  Next, the cheap
sower produced in a non-profit-making plant will
furnish a vard-stick for measuring the cost of
electricity throughout the country. Without this
vard-stick there is nothing except the books and
testimony of the privately-owned public utilities.
Already the experts of the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority have thrown a bomb-shell into the utilities
field by their preliminary estimates of the prices at
which they can supply electricity in wholesale
guantities. On the day their announcement was
made the stocks of the larger electric utilities
listed on the WNew York Stock Fuchange regis-
tered a sensational decline”  The Los dugeles
Times, which is so afraid of the “Red Menace”
s even more afrad of this yard-stick which will
mean so much to the American people—and to
the public utilities 1n 2 different way.

The grocers, the hardware merchants, the de-
partment stove owners don’t keep lobbylsts at
Washington or at the state capitals. They don't
seed to. They are not asking for nor expecting
spectal privileges from the government.  Any-
body who wants to can sell 2 pound of sugar or
a monkev wrench or a spool of thread. Such Lines
of business are not in any way monapolies and
should be free to function as they please. That
s the place for this much talked-of private in-
trintive, Codes regulating prices and wages and
hours of labor mav help us 10 our present hour of
need, but they should not be adopred as 2 per-
manent institution.  Labor must be free and cap-
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5 jons nor b& spec
which is, and can be, granted fo
Wherever a service is a natural mopopoly, it
should be in the hands of the people, but public
ownership should not go farther than thae,

The greatest monopoly, the foundation of them
all, is the privilege that we grant to ndividuals
tn collect land rent for their own private use
The fact thar those who enjoy this privilege con-
stitute rather a large number does not lessen the
evil. The number is still a small proportion of
the population. Practically all of the good land in
the United States is now in private hands, 1f
vou want to use any, and do not already own it,
yor must pay some individual for the privilege
of doing so. Every baby born inta the world to-
day is born with this handicap. Most of them
are beaten in the race of life before they stare.
If they are to Live at all, they must live on land,
they must eat the foed and wear the clothes and
play with the tovs that are made from natural
materials found on the earth, and those who got
here first and took possession of the earth will
make those babies pav for the privilege all the
way from the cradle to the grave,

The government, local, state and federal,
should collect the rent that attaches fo land.
There would not, then, be anv speculation in
land. There would not be choice building lots or
fertile farm lands held out of use. Taxes on in-
dustry would be unnecessary. Business would
not be first drained by the landlord and then by
the tax collector. Industrial codes would be un-
necessary, and a well-fed, well-housed contented
people would only smile tolerantly at the sug-
gestion of Red Russia. The Los Angeles FTimes
18 doing what it can to perpetuate the conditions
that cause revolutions, but mavbe we're not as
dumb as we loek, Think it over.

531 lwlt‘”ﬁ

i-l’?E‘i’” 5 few.

BONNIE S3COTLAND

“The demand for small holdings will remain
unsatisfied,” says the Commonwea!, London,
“V"]";ﬂi’ the country is held in the manner of to-

day; in “The Great Robbery” will be found a list
of 25 Scots Land Lords who between them hold
no less than 6287 287 acres—ane-third of the
whole country.”

BEQUESTS

WVWhile we are on the subject of revolutions,
and the word crops up constantly these days,
wish to call attention to an editorial in this week's
Labor, Washington, Many of eur rich have Jeft
lIiberal bequests to museums and libraries and art
galleries. As they couldn’t rake this wealth with
them to the ether warld, they were willing to
give back a part of it vo the people from whom
they had stolen a1

Labor speaks of the will of Brs. Emma T
Gary, widow of Judge Elbert M. Gary of the

,-,.

f £ SEeg ff s ¥ E i; r{i— EE TS
suEmEs m her persoual erwm\ ti}mil r $170,000.
Hor art collection and the bulk of her estate,
ahout $1G,000,000, to the R/Eetrtapef{tan Museurs
of New York. “OfF social consciousness,” says
Labor, “the will does not show a trace. Her
personal servants have reason to praise her. But
what of the steel workers, whose lives, ground
inte dividends in the 12-hour day and the Z24-hour
turn at change of shifts, pifed up the Gary for-
tune?

“ o hell with wages! said a steel worker at
the long turn, after Workmg for twenty hours
straight, with four more stretching age-long
ahead of him. ‘o can livel

“He was right  Men could not live in the steel
mill under the Gary regime; they could only ex-
ist; and Elbert . Gary defended this infamy
almost to the end of his life, Bequests to art
museums and personal servants are good; but
they are small compensation to society for the
human price.”

Red Russia, Moscow, Communists?  Iet us
not get excited about them until we have cleaned
our own house—in {Gary, Indiana, and other
places.

BUT HOW?

“Whatrever mistakes the President, Congress
and the people may make in their efforts to re-
construct American lfe on a saner, happier
foundation, the important factor of the whole
project 15 the determination to find and follow
the path of political, social, moral and spiritual
progress.”—Dr. Edward H. Griggs, president of
the department of philosophy of the Brooklyn
institute of Arts and Sciences.

YOI PAY AND PAY

It iz strange that people have given so litde
t?@msv?mt to the subject of taxation. The idea still
s that non-property owners pay no faxes
because their names do not appear on the asses-
sor’s books. In an arvels, “Whe Pays the Piper,”
The Tax Digest hists o part of the indirect taxes
that are passed on to consumers and are not
recogaized because they are not ser aside and
[zbeled.  “Bany people recognize the effect of
direct taxation. They mail their remittances di-
rectiv into federal, state, and local treasuries. . . .

There are others, however, who feel that they
nay no taxes. §haf s the msidicus festure of in-
divect raxation.  Such people fail o reslize thay
numercus idirect taxes are passed on to the core
sumper by the manufacturer or distributor. More-
aver, direct taxes levied on producers are pre-
sumably included in the price the consumer pays.”’

Vor cost of state governiment in 1931, Cz&lij
fornia stood fourth in the list with a total of
£119 952 000,
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CURTAILING PRODUCTION

Whether or not the results will ;mm‘a, the
recovery plans of the administration remains to
ke seen.  Senator Borah of Idahe thinks not.
The plans do look a litte odd, beginning at the
top instead of the bottom, trying to abolish pov-
erty by destroving wealth.

“If we canngt raise purchasing
build wp consumption, then our

power and
em of coon-

7

amics and our capitalistic system as a whole are

doomed,” said Senator Borah in a recent radio
address. I am not contemplating & revolution,
but it mav be well to remember that in France
they taxed and taxed the g producer and curtailed
and curtailed the purdn«;i;w power of the people
until they were driven from thelr hemes info the
cellars and hiding places of Paris where the
French revolution was born.”

Instead of curtailing production, Senator
Borah thinks we should expand pur foreign mar-
kets. rehabibitate our menetary, banking and
credit systems, restore the anti-trust laws and
break “the b:f'j'?iﬂg}ﬁh(ﬂd of monepoly which helds
the purchasing power of the people to the lowest
pomt, and consumption, 10 Many respects to
starvation level, These are difficult problems,
but in their proper solution is to be found our
permanent recovery,”  Senator Borah recogrizes
ane clement that the majority of economists
inore—human pature.  Our customns and opin-
ions change, but fundamentally we are pretuy
much what our ancestors were thousands of years
age.  Senator Borah says: “the same appetites
and passions, the same hopes and aspiranions, the
same desire (o owr ;me! possess, the same love of
Hhesty, and, above all, the same pstincrive de-
terminaiion to carry on will continue to assert
themselves.”

Senator Borah said that in this country, alone,
farty million people are hiving below the poverty
Epe, “Is it sound to sav there are millions and
millions of peaple in our country and in the
rorld i want of food and iy clad, se let's de-
strov food, let’s destroy the stuff of which clathes
are made? The less able the people are to buv,
the more difacnht we will make it for them 1o
By,

1 9t is true that the recovery plans of the ad-
contrary fo npaural

!1)12??3;.T' sei:}zhﬂ;ﬁ

natare, we cannot hope o
more than temporary relief, and perhaps 1
that, Less than a month ﬁfu’ r Senator Borazh
voiced these opintons over the radio, Farl E.
Crowe, writing 0 The Los Angeles Times
headed his article with these words: “Weather
and Greed Arise,””  Mother Nature doesn’t al-
ways show preper respect for the plans of mice
and men-——or it oseems 50, Let thc purchasing
power of a community fall so low that many
people can’t afford to have fried eggs for break-
fast, and the hens will start to lay like all tarna-
tion. When people haven’t enough money o buy
sl the clothes they want, the cotton crop is sure
o boont, Really 1£'s embmms&;ngﬂ

“Nature,” says Mr. Crowe, “as represented by
the weather, and human nature, reflected in the
instingtive desire for profts, are the twin forees
that are likely to ring down the curtain one of
these days on the Washington experiments and
retive the brain trust clique fo the smail-time
circutts.”  Mr. Crowe suggests that cwoe of the
ruling forces in economics have been in hiberna-
tion. “But once the weather vane starts to point
to crop shortages, the pc‘a*')ie responsitle for crop-
reduction orders will be hard to And. The en-
raged farmers and the protesting consumers will
be fooking for victims.

“Or ler the Asnerican public again sense the
nossthilitles of profits 1 business or in specula-
gon, and nothing m the world will stop the
scramble in Main street or in Wall Street. Peo-
ple will he hack at work, each individual sweating

-and planning for his share, and too busy to listen

ta the sophistry of these who would redistribute
wealth by legislation and government fiat”

Senator Borah is right in one thing, at least.
There has been no fundamental change in human
nature through the centuries, and as My, Crowe
points out, personal advantages soon blind people
to any plans for the general zood. 'We talk much
abont the redistribution of wealth when the other
fellow has it, When it flows in oui direction, we
dan't ask anvbody whether it cught to or not.

My, Crowe guotes frem a weather report
which predicts crop shertages. I we reduce sur
Crap ;icrt‘as_z* by "‘GVCI’HTTEC‘E"ITHE edict :mzi then
Mether Marure further reduces it by drought,
focusts, m sIV bugs, holl weavils znd so on <‘u.:{1
=0 on, we may wish that we had thought of such
contingencies and taken them into consideration.
Small crops will so raise prices that cach grower
vwill curse bis luck because he dida't put in meore
seed on the sly, and all but the most aflucnt con-
smers will bemoan their fate because they can-
not afford to pay the high prices. Nobody 15 go-
ing o h{* very happy.

Fet's try cutting out la
what ?imt will {io, Whe wants 1o
idea «=f
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