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Events move swiftly in the modern way. By that this ‘Geldens State’ which has grown so

the time Tax Facts reaches its readers, all may
be quiet on the Western frant, but the ominous
ruinble that undertones the cryv of rebellious
workers from Vienna to San Francisco mav be
the sound of wheels on a civilization that s roll-
ing down hill with burned-eut brakes. Those
critics who clarm that this is not a bonefide
strike to settle the guestion of hours and wages
may be correct.  Suppose this is 2 case where 2
handful of hairbrained agitators have inflamed
more than ffty thousand staid Americans, what
then? Is that not, in itself, indicative of an
alarming situanon? Why are not these thousands
of good Americans so well paid, so comfortably
housed, so contented with life that the fanatical
pleadings of foreign irresponsibles merely fall on
deaf ears?

Ransom Sutton, who contributes scientific
'lrlicl“\ to the Los dngeles Times, has a sugges-
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“Are We a Vanishing Race?” 7\’11’ Sutton (‘EIHS
our attentton te the fact thatr, “History proves
that all great civilizations perished after reaching
thetr peaks of culture and afluence,” and pro-
ceeds to enumerate some of our weak points.
“Among the 125.000,000 Americans,” says Mr.
Sutton, “about 775,000 are in hospitals, 350.-
00 in Institutions for mental diseases. 70,600 in
institutions for feeble-minded, 140,000 10 State
and Federal prisons, 100,000 narcotc drug ad-
dicts, 89,000 in insane asvlums, 10,000,000 vun-
employed. Of the unemployed, Presadent Roose-
velt has said that some 5,000,000 ‘will never
again be absorbed in our present industrial life,” ”
The writer might have added 3,230 murders,
20880 swicides for 1932, and 265 kidnappings
in the three vears from Jamuary, 1929 to Febru-
ary, 1932, and so on and so on. Wo peed teo
emimnerate the hundreds and thousands of cases
of brutality that find space in our daily papers.

My, Sutten finds population trends particu-
farly discouraging. 700,000 fewer American
s were horn last vear than in 1921, Vet

329 more Americans died last vear than in
. Tt weas something of a shock ta find

rapidly, praduced her bumper baby crop ten years
agn”

Turning to the vital statistics in The Times,
the author points to the increase in deaths over
hirths, and divorces over marriages. For those
Californians who find comfort in the thought
that “an unusuvally large momber of elderly peo-
ple come here, not to raise children, but o ime
bibe culture and die,” we find that “Analvsis of
age groups shows that, during the 1920-1930 de-
cade, the migration inte California (small towns
as well as large towns) consisted largely of peo-
ple whese ages averaged around 27.7

When it comes to population, guality s far
more important than quanht}u am(f even vital
statistics are not as significant in measuring our
progress or retrogression as our tastes and opin-
ions m amusements and the fine arts. “We resent
heing called moronie, “says M+, Sutton, “childish
means the same thing and sounds less offensive.
Now there is cbviously 2 good deal of childish-
ness in our adulation of herces which seems to
be an American trait, The fault is not with those
glorified ; it lies in ourselves. We worship the
spectacular and forget the worthwhile. A level-
headed atititude toward heroes has obviously
ceased fo be one of our virtues, and that s said
ta he a sure sign of our decadence. . . .

“Change our ways? Pathos and tragedy lurk
in that question.  How are you going to induce
or oblige 125,000,000 ‘liberty loving’ Aweri-
cans to change their ways when most of ws
think our ways supertor to those of any other
people that ever walked down Rill? . ..

“Queer creatures indeed we are, queerest in
the whole kingdom of animals.  Having run 1o
hrain power, we can manufacture lightning, see
nehulae 300,000,000 lighe years away, create all
the magicry of avilization, compose masterpieces
of music and art, make machines slave for us,
talk with people on the other side of the earth,
but can we save ourselves from the eraser which
wiped out the Egyptians, Assyrians, Medes and
Persizns, 25 well as the dinosanrs—a fate which
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Bras finally taken hold of the great white nations
>

Mr. Sutton is no mere glarmist, there is much
unflattering truth in his claim that “we are
heading  downhill,” there s something  very
fundamental that we can do about it. Will we do
it? Yes—rno—perhaps, who can tell?

We cannot Jook upon present conditions and
feel satisfied that our civ'ii?afi(m 15 sl pro-
gressing. 't he World’s Fair in Chicago was offi-
ctally named a Century of Progress Exposition,
yet, when it opened fast spring, the directors de-
cided that irs dominating spirit was to be that of
the carnival—a frank admission that the ma-
jority of Americans likely to visit the Fair would
be more interested in Skyrides znd ballvhoo than
in scientific discoveries and inventions.

There are signs more sinister—in our court
calendars and crowded jails, in our bread lines
and charity budgets, in our sweat shops and sui-
cides. A professor of sociology in Minnesota
“has discovered something thar vailroad men
knew long ago—rthar there are thousands of boy
and  girl depression hoboes hopping  freighis,
traveling together in hox cars, begging and
stealing.”

All this was prophesied with almest uncanay
fidelity fifty years ago by one who was called by
an enemy, “The prophet of San Francisco.” San
Francisco! Had you listened to your prophet,
vou might have walked in the wavs of God, and
vour Embarcaders might now be, not the
stamping ground of fanatics and Warring uniom,
bur the western portal of a rising, progressing
cvilization that would endure as long as life
continyed on this planet.

If the name of Henry George could be disas-
sociated from the system of taxation which he ad-
vorated long enough for the world to recognize
him as the great philesopher and profound
thinker that he was, men might come to under-
stand how clearly and definitely he founded his
proposals on the mmutable laws of nature; how
his plan for levying taxes 15 not merely a scheme
to balance budgets or “lighten the tax burden™,
but 2 method of making secial adjustments that
would save our civilization from that death and
decay that has overtaken all previous civiliza-
tions.

Henry George shows how we can save our
civilization from sliding down into oblivion, by
explaining how it climbed nut of the state of
savagery into the more complex social organiza-
tion that we call civilization; in short, he shows,
“wihat are the essential conditions of progress,
and what social adjustments advance and what
retard it.” It 15 imperative that we know this

“Fhe mca‘ ytives to propress,”  says  Henry
George, “are the desires inherent in human na-
ture—the desire to gratify the wants of the anie
mal nature, the wants of the intellectual nature,

aind the wanis of the sympathetie nature ; the de-
short
1, as they grow by

sire to be, to know, and to do—desires th
of infinity can never be satisfied
what they feed on.

“Mind 15 the instrument by which man ad-
vances, and by which each advance is secured
and made the vantage ground for new advances,
.« . Mental power is, therefore, the motor of
progress, and men tend to advance i proper-
tion to the mental power expended in progression
—the mental power which is devoted to the ex-
tensionn  of  knowledge, the improvement aof
methods, and the betterment of social conditions.

“Now mental power is 2 Aixed guantity—there
15 a limit to the work 3 man can do with his mind,
as there is to the work he can do with his body;
therefore, the mental power which can be de-
voted to progress is only whart is left after whar
15 required for non-progressive purposes. . .

These “non-progressive  purposes”  Henry
George divides inte two main classes, mainten-
ance and conflice. By maintenance he means the
support of ex dstence and the upkeep of the social
condition, “the holding of advances already
gained.” Conflict ke defines, not merely as war-
fare, but “all expenditure of mental power in
secking the gratification of desire at the expense
of others, and in resistance to such aggression.”
This thought is important. Think of the millions
of people in this country alone who find the
struggle for existence so difficult that their mental
powers are devoted entirely to obtaining and
holding jobs or o maintaining a precarious exist-
ence zt the expense of charity organizations or
the public coffers.
our i
vidual 1sla nds or members 01‘ \i}’ldll primitive
groups living in iselated localities, it would he
patural and expedient for us ro devote our entive
labors, mental and physical, to supplving our phy-
sical wants. But man is a social animal and tends
abways to come together in larger and larger
sroups where the cooperation and the division
of labor relieve the individual of much of the
labor performed by him in a more primigive state.
This means thar his mind is alse relieved of
certain duties and responsibilities, and more and
more of his mental powers may be devored to
progressive thought.  Unless, however, this asso-
ciation s based on equality, or jJustice, mental
power will again he dm{;tul e conflict, tha?: is,
encroachment on the rights of some and “resisi-
ence to such aggression.”

“Thus association n equality is the law of
progr . which will explain all diversities, all
advances, all halts, and retrogressions.  Men
tend 1o progress just as they come closer to-
gether, and by cooperation with each other in-
crease the mental power that may be devored to
improvement, but juqt as mnﬁa’cf is provoked, ¢
EERTRT.
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power, this tendency fo progression s lessened,
checlred and finally reversed. . . . Where this
wower of peaceable association is broken um,
cither by external assauits or internal dissen-
sions, the advance ceases and retrogression be-
gins. . . .

“For, while the integration which accompanies
growth tends in itself to set free mental power to
work improvement, there is, both with increase
of numbers and with ncrease in complexity of
the social organization, a counter tendency set
up to the producton of a state of inequality,
which wastes mental power, and, as it increases,
brings improvement to a halr. . . . The unequal
distribution of the power and wealth gained by
the integration of men in society tends to check,
and finally ro counterbalance, the force by which
improvements are made and soctety advances, On
the one side, the masses of the community are
compelled to expend their mental powers
merely maintaining existence. On the ather
side, mental power is expended in keeping up and
intensifying the systemn of inequality, in osten-
tavion, fuxury, and warfare,”

The unequal distribution of wealth and power
irr this country is toe obvious to need comment.
Only a short time ags, the newspapers printed a
list of high executives whe are drawing yearly
salaries that run into the tens and hundreds of
thousands of dollars. To claim that these men
have more intellipence or greater talents than
thousands of the unemploved or poerly paid is
the merest folly. Inequality in opportunity has
played a more Important part in the affairs of
men than any individual mental or plhysical dif-
ferences. 1f we can determine what causes this
inequality and are willing to make the necessary
readjustroents, we may be able to start the
wheels moving forward and save, not only this
country, but the white race, from that fare which
has overtaken all previous civilizations,

Bince man 15 a land animal, lives upon land
and produces all that he cats and wears and uses
from land, old Maother Farth and our method of
sharing her cannot be ignored. It is to ihis
policy that we must first divect our attention.

“The great cause of inequality,” says Henry
George, “is in the natural monepoly which is
given by the possession of land. The first percep-
tions of men seem always to be that land 1s com-
mon property ; bur the rude devices by which this
is at first recognized—such as annual partitions or
caltivation in common-——are consistent with only
2 low stage of development. The idea of prop-
erty, which naturally arises with references to
things of human preduction, 15 easily transferred
to land, and an mstitution which when popula-
tion is sparse merely secures to the improver and
user the due reward of his labor, finally, as popu-
lation becomes dense and rent arises, operates o
sivip the producer of his wages. . . . The bar-

barisra which overwheimed Bome came not from
without, but from within, It was the necessary
product of the systemn which had  substituted
slaves and colomi for the independent husband-
men of Italy, and carved the provinces into
estates of senatorial families. | . .

“The poverty which in the midst of sbundance
pinches and imbrutes men, and all the manifold
evils which flow from it spring from a denial
of justice. In permitting the monopolization of
the opportunities which nature fresly offers to
all, we have ignered the fundamental law of
justice . . . But by sweeping away this mjustice
and asserting the rights of all men to natural op-
portunities, we shall conform eourselves to the
laww—we shall remove the great cause of un-
natural inequality in the distribution of wealth
and power . ..

We're not fooling, friends. This is too serious.
Are we going to let our indifference to social
problems and our selfish desire to gamble in fand
values stand in the way of the salvation of our
race? Is this upheaval in San Francsco of any
real signtficance? [Doss it mean that the Amert-
can under-dog Is not going to give up as easily
as the under-dogs of other civilizations have, but
is going te keep up the struggle for his rights until
by accident or otherwise, he hits upon the right
solution to his problem? Or, are the privileged
ones right, and is this merely 2 surface disturb-
ance caused by fanatics and of no value in our
present corisis 7 Will the San Francisco water-
front hecome. to future civilizations, symbelical
of the white man’s last stand?

A LANDMARE

The famous mansion of the Wendel family,
one of New York's landmarks, is to be demol-
ished to make way for a 3, 10 and 25-cent store.
‘The property, valued at $5,000,000 was be-
gqueathed o Drew University, Madison, N, ],
and the University has leased it to 5. H, Kress
& Co. The citizens of New York will go right
o making this land valuable and allowing the
value te ship cut of their hands vo matter how
much they groan under their tax burdens.

THE TAX LOAD

Five states paid more than half of the $Z-
672,318,602 received by the Federal governsent
from taxation in the fiseal vear just ended. New
York stood first with a tax bill of $564,321 868,
and North Caroling second with $260,344,351.
Although Nerth Carohina is essentizlly an agri-
cultural state, she pmid heavy taxes on her to-
bacco factories, taxes that wers collected, but not
paid, by Carelinizns—they were paid by smokers

inn all parts of the counory.

T'his is one more i
Iusevazion thar taxes on industry are passed on

fer COEUmeTs.
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