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THE MASTHEA

To you who have passed the sumnut of vour
vears and who pick your way causiously down the
I he trail that leads into the Valler
of the Shadow of Death—what does life look like
to youl 1o veu find the going down harder
thar: the climbing ap: it the pathway fraught
with more dangers and piefalis; is it haunted
by the ghosts of broken dreams, desires unsatis-
fied, vouth’s promises anfulfilled ?

To most of us ‘i:bere cotnes & day wim‘f we
reatize that certain goa aiim
be reached. Some thm;_x we 1
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friends, fame, fortune, success {}f one kmd or an-

ather-—never can be gurs. It is teo late; the time
has passed. ‘The afternoon of life does not
fulfit! the promise of the morning.  Is this the
way it should be? Did Geod plan this? IHd He
decide that man's life should begin with great
expectations and close with disappointmeni?

¥or ages the philosophers have discussed,
arpued, and speculated on thar dlusive thing
cailed happiness. We are not so foolish as to
attempt either a definition or a rule for its at-
tainment. It should not take a very clever per-
son, however, 1o see that many of our disappoini-
ments are due to some form of economic ills
fromm which, just now, we are suffering rather
acutely.,  That 15, we might have done this or
that, or received training for such-and-such waork
it we had been financialiv sble. Many of our
troubles, from thwarted careers to family squab-
bles ave due to the Iimited means of curselves or
athers.

Tao remove these economic ng; togmve every
man the opportunity o exercise his ralents to
the best of his abilieyethis is m’ primary Jimn-
portance. Mot o wiﬂ this economic {reedom
for surselves, but to clear the -m'! for
come after, that must be the objective of this and,
perhaps, of many generations to come. We must
learn that a state of peace and prosperity 35 the
natural order of living and that it 15 obiainable
by making seme very simple adjustrments n our
tax laws,

To blame the “crocked politicans” or the
graft-grabbing public officials for our ecopemic

distress, 15 to offer an easy and chiddish aliba.
We, as individuals, are responsible for cur gov-
ermiment.  As long as we think of politieal econ-
omy as a dull subject that has no business outside
of the school room, we are not likely to have 2
vary dmr ides of What kind of men should be
eleceed to office, or what they should do when
they get there,

Political coonomy is the science of the produc-
tion and distoibution of wealth,  Is there any-
sne who is not virally Interested in food, clothing,
shelter P Blan is 2 social andmal, and it 35 just
#s mmporiant that he develop a secial ronscience
zs that he had an individuzl ene. He must have
vwo interests in lfe, both based on the natural
faw of self-preservadon. En the first place, he
st do thoese things that will preserve himself
and those who have 2 claim on his care and affec-
tion, En the second place, he must assume his
share of the responsibility for the welare of the
social group as a whole.

fe is not enough for the individual w go
quietly and industrisusly about his own business,
establishing a living for his immediace family,
supporting the church for the spiritual good of
his community, and joining the chamber of com-
meree to awd ks material development. Some of
our “best citizens” are more of a hability than an
asset.

Three weeks ago a charming voung lady came
¢ our door mfh 2 petition ifmfmimg that the
tax rate be permanently Hmited to a certain per
centt of assessed valvation,  She approached the
subject with the question: “Would you Lke o
have vour tuxes redueed 27 As fong as ooy inter-
est in the fax question cenders around our own
rax bill and we think that the salvation of hu-
manity vests o the reduction of these bills, we
might as well throw up our hands and let this
eivilization take its place with Nineveb and Tyre.

We mned learn to consider anv adjusthment
woour tax laws in the fight of their effect an
the whole scaal group. Three of our neighbors
are out of employment and are receiving food
from the county. Mo one has yet asked wus if we
weould approve & change in the tux laws that
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wounld velieve this situstion.

The dear woman
fext door %gw;:d‘; the shining hours E NG up
other people’s dirt. 8he is deserving of far hetter

things. We want some one <>e.a,7hm how a re-
adjustment in our fax system will Bring greater
comfort and happiness into her life

In other words, Jesus was right, When you
study social problems, forget yoursel! and vour
own tax bills and debrs and obligations.  Ask
vourself this question? Wil this proposed tax
amendment tend fo incresse or decrease emiﬂ’)v
ment; will it gradually creare an economic situa-
tionn where labor receives all that it produces,
where every man and woman can live in comfort
and contentment without the fear of poveriy #”

Our own welfare is so closely linked with that
of ovr fellow men, that selfishoess alone ought
to prompt us in the way that we should go, but
fet us hope for higher, finer motives. There iz no
failure in Life for the man whe serves his fellow
men.  No matter how small the parg he plays,
it advances the human race that much on the
road te a ricker, fuller Yfe, He necd not, ar close
of day, review his own Hie and see it marked
with thwarted ambitions and fruitless endeavors,
If he has honestly and earnestly tied o bring
about better economic conditions for his fellow
inen, if he has done his pari to restore to man-
kind that freedom that is our birthriche  that is
the only goal a man need ser himself, and there
iz no such thing as failure.

There are such men. If there were not. there
would have been no progress sinee the world be-
gan. (Of these was Stoughton Cooley—quiet and
unassuming, placing the welfare of humanity
above personal ambitions, spending the best vears
of his life In a canse that could not bear fruit
during his lifetime.  For nearly four vears, Mr.
Cooley has been unable to write for this paper
which was founded under his puidance twelve
years age.  We have kept his name on the maste
head because of his yvears of faithful service, be-
cause the work that he was doing will go on
forever. What he taught us, we must teach to
others.

A great and pentle hearr—an able thinker—
though his name is being removed from the mast-
head, the wholesome, practical philosophy that
was his: the kindly, fnt*ndlv spirit that pervaded
tus writing will continee to be the gaiding star
of the present editor of this Litde papsr.  The
world doesn’t know it, and doesn’t care, hut it
has fost & very great man.

FARM TAXES

Farm real estate values fell 37 ner cont from
1929 o 1932, increasing the relation of taves to
fand values by about 25 per cent. In relation to
gross farsg Income, taxes almost doubled during
the samne period.——Fos Angeles Times.

KIWANIS LOGES AT LARD

Kirk Mirchell, chairman of the agricultural
comenittes of the Michigan Kiwanis district, pro-
posed af the Toronto convention thar Michigan’s
“land use plan” be adopted by ather states and
Canada.  According to studies and surveys, all
tands may be clessified into three proups: those
profitably ; those of
inadequarte fertility; and timﬁc well suited o agri-
culture.

Mr. Mitchell urged that “that tand which can-
a0t be cultivated profitably be withdrawn from
agriculiure and wsed for seforestation and con-
servation.  Lands of inadequate fertiliey should
be taken from agriculture and used for play-
grounds, recreational, and game propagation pur-
noses, [he best Agﬂuu]mmi {ands should be
more closely surveyed with a view o using them
most efficientdy.”

srbich CARNOT !“\FA pnff;wfltfsr;

WERETY

A land utilization program is urs,c‘d fo assist
in the problem of unemployment. “Even i in-
dustry returss fo 1920 peaks there will sall be
seversl million people out of work., T submig
there is no place for these people other than
transplanting at least the great majority of them
back on the land.” 3

Scientific studies, surveys, soil analyses are
modern, efficient methods of derermining the best
use to which ¢ - piece of land shall be put, but
scientific ?;zsmnw st go hand in band with sci-
entific taxation if we are to have the best results.
The taxation of land values would make it un-
profitable to hold farm land idle, or, in other

words, to monepoiize the best land and foree men

o hecome tenant farmers aor ownaers of poor agri-
cultural lands.

People do not choose a poor guality of any-
thing because they really want it.  There is no
=*’1rihlf, reason why land ‘that cannot be cultivated
profitably should have been used for farm pur-
pases.  The need for acreage bas not increased
in propertion to the growth of population be-
cause improved farm methods have made it pos-
sible to grow more food in the same space.

¥f wvacant urhan land were released for use
to perinit the building of homes for thousands of
homeless folk and for theusands of others who
are poarly housed, there would be no need to
transfer so many unemployed from city to coun-
try. Those who truly vearn for pasteral life
could follow the plow and the grasshopper. Those
who prefer closer communion with their {ellows
eould nail on shingles, weave carpets or engage
in the manufacture of any of the thousands of
articles that would be in demand when the pur-
ch:m’-iner power of the country began to increase.

This interest in the use of farm lands 15 2 step
in the ¥ 'fht direction, but it i even more neces-
sary that the use of wrban lands be given con-
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sideration. van Ints that are vacant or decor-
ated with shacks and ohsolete buildings must be
ten E{ . Those whose situation will war-
rant it should be brought into use by bemg fim-
proved with modern structures. The taxation of
land values will solve this problem. Will the
Krwanis please consider the city loms as well as
the farm acres,

G'} e

KING COTTON

{ur failure to handle the prohibition problem
by legislating morals Inte the hearts of men or
by enforcing laws not generally sanctioned by
the public seems not to have discouraged the
present adminstration. Now it s the Southern
planter who tries to checkmate the bram trust
by increasing crop production an the acres that
he didn’s plow under.

A large part of the money paid by the gov-
ernmest o farmem inn benefit prymenis to reduce
cotton production was spent by the planters 4o
buy fertilizer to increase their vield of cotton.
In six states in the 6th federal reserve district
‘sales of fertilizer tax tags in the nine months
ending last April 30 were 45 per cent greater
than that part of the season the year before
in the cotton plow-under last year cotton raisers
as a general rule turned under their skimpiest
arres—aone hears this everywhere in the cotton
states.”  Alabams has bought 46 per cent more
tags this vear than last; Georgia 63 per cent;
Louisiana 53 per cent; Mississippi 125 per cent.

The planter receives government rent for feav-
ing two oui of five of his cotion acres idle,
usually the poorest land, but on the other hand,
he iy aiming to increase the poundage on the
fand he dees plant. This calls for another move-
ment on the part of the administration. These
well-intentioned gentlemen supposed that a re-
duction in acreage would mean a reduction in
cotton putput,  When they discovered that the
planters were sutwitting them by the use of fer-
tilizer, Benator Bankhead introduced 2 Bill pro-
viding a penalty for overproduction. B the use
af femhzc*r, intensive cultivation, and so forth,
runs the yvield above the allotment, the grower
will have to pav z ginning fax on his excess yield.
This tax 18 30 per cent of the market pri
“Many cotton authorities look for a pe .
of cottan bootlegging., To enforoe the tax, they
argue, may reguire an army of bureaucrat JL’:L:HER
as in the effort to enforee the 18th amendment.”

Too many moves of the i\fmv Dieal have de-
pended on altrajsm for their suecess, and hum;.m
n rally sp ng, very alteni
if it were we shozz]d never ?wva fallen into wuc‘h
straifs,
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PRIVILEGES AND PANICS
3r. Frank A, Feirer, 7l-vear-old professor
emenitus of Princeton University, addressed the
sraduating class of the University of Indiana.
When D, Fetter entered that university in 1879,
the country was just emerging from a severc in-
dustrini depression. Dir, Fetter believes that the
couniry was hetter able to stand the shock of
depression then than it s now.

“Hat even in 18797 said Dy, Fetter, “there
were already signs on the business horizon of
the forces of monopoly destined within a half
century to overwhelms tens of thousands of siall
enterprises and reduce their owners to the status
of wage employees of large corporations.

“Though in 1879 the depression had persisted
siv vears, as compared with the last four years
and a half, the sctual degree of unemployment
and distress was doubtless far less then than now.
Al business then was nearer the soil and indus-
trial plants far more decentralized. The pyramid
of industry had & breader base and a more stable
equilibriomn.

“Ag a consegquence there were more opporfun-
ities for voung folks te start for themselves in
the professions or business with some chance of
succeeding,  The rafic of possible employers ta
each college oradunte was far greater than now.”

Forces of monopoly destined to overwhelm
small enterprises—business was nearer the sotb—
the pyramid of industry had a broader base—
more opportunities for young folks to start for
theinselves—ithe ratio of possible employess to
each college graduate was far greater than now—
these ave significant thoughts, These graduates
hzve as much right to earn an honest living as
any that have ever left cur schoels. Whe or
what is standing in the way? Perhaps it &5 the
greatest of all those monopolies that reared their
ugly heads above the horizon when Dy Ferter
was young., Let us destroy land monopoly and
see what effect thai will have on the situation.

In Memoriam

STOUGHTON {O0LEY

April 23, 18061
May 31, 1934
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ADAM'S CHILDREN

One of the srguments against war is the o
ense of the thing. The taxes necessary to pay
the bills of muniden manufacturers, and other
profiteers, are net only burdensome for present
generations, but they form a load that our chil-
dren and our children’s children must hear for
years to come.

Many people feel that a simslar burden is be-
ing prepared for the innecent shoulders of these
children by the present administration when it
cheerfully appropriates billions of deliars for e
Tiet funds. Let us assume that this i 2 corvect
view of the matter, that we do not want our
children to suffer for our mistakes, Why i it
that people cannot see and appreciate the enor-
mons burden thar is rolling uwp lke a gigantic
spowhall in the form of rising land values?

Real estate is temporarily “down,’” bur let the
present administration, or the slower, surer course
of mature, increase the purchasing power of the
masses, and the price of land will steadily mount,
As the speculators say, “Real estate will come
back,” Even now, people are being told that this
is the time to invest in real estate, That means
that you are to pay a comparatively low price for
a parcel of land which you de not want to use,
hold anto it for a few vears and sell ir at a profit
to some one who does want to use it for home or
huginess.  This speculating n land & not ex-
pected to go on for twa or three years and then
stop. 1t is a continuons game. It is Monte Carlo
with the Iid off.

The surface of the earth is limited. Won't
this continuous speculation in land push the price
higher and higher? What are our childven and
our children’s children going to do? How are
they zamg to hear this enovmons burden thar brls
fair to make our present war debts look like a
sen-cent-store bargain? Iz this fair to them?
Haven't oar children just as wuch right o wvse
this heautiful carth as our ancestore had? They
cannot live wnless they do use st

When the Colomists found the Atlantic sca-
board becoming a bit crowded, they simply held
an overflow mecting on the other side of the
Alleghany Mountaing. The only way the Col-
eniets could assure themselves cheasp labor was 1o

bind men legally tor a rerm of years. Free land
and cheap land beckoned men on across the con-
tipent to the Pacthic Coast

What oow?  Dlen’t vour children and your
srandchildren deserve as much as these men had ?
Why are vou so insistent that they pay higher
and highee prices for the land on which to build
their homeés, on which fo produce their food and
clothing and every other article that they wse?

in order that you may garoble in land; may
reap where you did nst sow ; may consume what
you did nor produce, you want real estate o
Yenme back)' You want o buy and sell o thing
called land value which dees nor helong to you,
but to the community. You want your children
t¢ pay a higher price than vou do for the opper-
runity (o live on this ofd eaxth which belongs o
thery just as much as it does 1o you.

And vou do this very terrible thing steply be-
cause vou never thought of it in this light before.
You love your children. You like all children,
and vou would not knowingly place this curse
wpon them.  Surely, you cannot help seeing that
vour children are nor fo heing born
three or four hundred vears afrer some othey
children, Yet vou want to impose on them the
penalty of rising land values.

R P
Biamie 6

As wmove children come into the world, nat-
urally there will be a greater and greater demand

for land. Fhere will alse be 2 greater demand
for government services. Collect this growing

valne to pay for the increasing amount of service.
(e keeps pace with the other.  There should
never he any trouble about balanced budgers,
either local or matienal. 1f this were done, ne
further taxation would be needed.

Statisticians hold out some hope for our chil-
dren. They belieye that the peak of population
will be reached in twenty-five or thirty years.
VWhen that happens, speculation in Yand will lose
ot of its charm. Tt will be too much like tak-
ing in each other’s washing.

FREE A3 AIR!

We have been familiar with land rentals for
& long time. We may, in time, become accus-
tomied to air rentsls, A couple living pear Bur-
hunk, California, own 2 tract of fand edjoining
the RBurbank airpore and have been disturbed
by the arrival and departure of planes.  “Dum-
ages of $906,000 for less of past rental profits
and a furure monthly rental of $1500 for wvse
of the air space over and above their property”
have beernr asked in a sait in eguity filed in the
inited States Dhstrict Court against the Facihe
Air Transport Corporation of Burbank,

After all, it is quite as reasonable to collect
reptals for the use of the air as for the use of
the [and.




