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Theu’: are: vcrv few “of our human actlwt:es

_ remotely, to‘the “Jand “problem. - f men” dnd
:women could once ‘grasp this, ;dea, cnuid see -that

.our Tand ‘policy must be ‘our starting: point in'"the .

2 .solutl(}n ofour social problems, many puzzlmg

bm ht ‘disaster’ to many. - In an’ artlc]e, Flood

1

il injuries, . vast loss ‘and damage o propertles and

Thls is-the recmd.”

-__ramfail to provide the water for the ﬁeod
' “What are these home owners to do? If they
i rehulld on’ these same lots, will they suffer from
~another ‘flood. of ‘greater or Tesser. . proportions ?
Tf they wish to move to safer territory, who will
“want to_buy the:r property and run the. rlsk of

_sumlar Toss? Tt is a-knotty problem’ fer those o

“who'have ‘invested in real ‘estate ‘which- can ‘be

" soaffected by heavy vainfall and denuded Watép -

= __sh{:dq

i riember
Jules’,” and how the few inhabitarits ‘periodic:

wally moved to *higher ‘ground ‘when- Rattlesnake - -

- Creek averflowed, and moved -back when it sub-
";Sld&d a. pmcedure which " astonished the - young

iy T C&blna j)ermaﬁf ntly on higher gr :‘dnd? .
: qve pm it that Wav, m the

TH;’ f DELUGE

Cand experiences,’ ‘that: are--not reiated Sometimes |

our flood ‘to monkey Wlti‘l .

ﬂns Wculd be ai15W€red many unhappy Qlt'“_ =

e sectmn of Southem Calif{s«rma, the“-__- i
_34 was hteraﬁy sweptin on: a fleod that . |- neers

7 The Tax Dtgmt for' February gives.
_ sictures: “Three hundred homes demol- |
ved ‘and four : undred severely . damaged foz’ty{ :
ght' known ‘deaths and - seventy . or more  miss-
¢ persons; eight RKandred:or more autos: Buried " |
_mud and debris, hundreds of persons suﬁermg-

gardens,: bcth through thedirect -action -of ‘the
ﬂood ‘waters'and through the mdlrf:ct psychoiog— -

of the blame- for” thas destructwe tc}r— S
: was attributed to last year's fire that swept .

e {)VEI‘ the: watershed above this area ‘and cleared -
it of growth.. There was, of course, ‘a- rccord .

R m‘ being ﬂ(mded
Those of you- mho knuw FOUT Brei: Harte may |} . size the high land Lhal is &
: W hen - the Waters “Were Up ar
of - dimes floaded.

- iat,kmg and memori

- purposes are tempting to those wh

i -m:mng engmeer who arrived during one of these .
Why, in. the name of God, didn’t "] Thay
you after you had been fiooded “out ‘once, build - |

name :)f GQ(T r i°—retumed the man lazi
mout-hev struck us that ez- He: was bossi
job, so to speak, and handlin’ things
generally, we might Teave it to- Hun -

That 1s abmit what our engmeers prC

j __some very signific
paragraphs fﬁ'}m “Fleod Flows,’_’_ by A
Hazen, hydraulic cngmeer in fact the
the only sensible - suggestion : that
for handling ‘this unfnrmnatc
lacking only in plans for ca
gestions, .

“The ﬁrst settiem i any commumty,
Mr, Hayen are apt tn be aautmus and to le

smibre valuzble than thé Tower }and tha

venient for manufacturing, remdenc

e beftfr s:tes, and especml
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”}dt relazes to the g;zmmimn of ,‘Lﬂ d
gfr:fzmr;n bur nnt to the control of food flows, Ir
w5 stmply in refraiming from oetnpyi g fand
it sure lo be perindically fooded,

"“Ef some skillful dictator could mark our the
lines of food chanoels and hold everybody back
of them it would he a wonderful rthing for the
country 7

Ir t= not necessary to suffer the iiks of dictator-
ship 1n order fo k(‘{'p people from living in slums
ar from occupying bottom lands or other unde-
stvable sites. Humanicy, especially that part of
it thar lives in Awmerica, likes the best to be had
in any bine Fmpii* will oot build homes it -

'z‘ﬁi‘lf % & 4 ”U%}‘
sany why they canmet obtain the ase of more de-
sivable land——and that reason is that earlier com-
ers, by inrth or migration, have seized the hest
tand, some to b :d, some to be held until the
grewing population makes 1t valuzble, They have
no more rght to it than anyene else. The earth
was created for the uwse of all, nor for a3 few,
First come, first served s the philosophy of pigs,

ting that the flooded howe-
sites now ander discussion are in any way unat-
tractive,  They are not. They are undesirable
merely from a safety standpodnr, because they he
mn the path of flond waters during seasons of ex-
veptional  rainfall.  Undoubtedly, thess  home
awners had no ldes they were building in 2 dan-
ger zone.  They know it now, hur whar can
they do? The land, probably, has neyer been
priced very high, but much of it was bought dur-
g boom times and took all that the present
owners could afferd to put into 6. They can't
sell thetr lots, who would buy? U they smply
wilk oft and lesve the land. they will lose thety
initial wmvestiwent.  Yer Mr. Flazen save the
best way to prevent flood damage 5 to refrain
“from ocoupyving land that 15 sure te be pericdie-
ally fAooded.”

Little cap he done now o provide for this
sotution of the problems. Buch could have been
done in the past, somerhing can be done now
work toward a condition where peoele need ot
plunk dovwn hundreds or thowssods of dolars
for the privilege e;t using ‘hf carth before they
can esfablizh the od a change in
sy land policy th;a wnil i it possible for x
man to inske 2 mistake in chossing a homesite,
yet not have the mistake hang avound his seck
fike the proverbial adbateoss Tor the vest of his

%@f are net ét".f!é’n:

hich 4?1% think will
e more valuable
,‘:nminzw srionked.

tur DeS. wrended 1n another
lhrvz-‘c fpon. An ;zmb;tmn«e subs!l»u?w tures the
“fashionable” to another tracr,  Many things

happen to swing the trend of population
ird another section of the own. Fhe hope-
ful home builders of whom we first spoke find
ihe water gradually eoging out of that specula-
sive land value they set so much store by, 1t
they wish to move away, they cannot “ger our
of their lots what they pur into them”  Some-
tivies a mman buys fand and builds a bome during
boom imes——and at boom prices, A few years
fater he wants to move o another city, for busi-
ness or other ressons, e i handicapped by the
possession of 3 home which he cannor sell for as
much #s he onginally paid for the loi. He
“damaged” almost 28 much as i he had suffered
irom food or earthguake,

ow what can be done, if anvthing, o remedy
this social M, for an Il it most certainly is. The
!mmzi iz the mose sacred of all human institutions,

18 ;

) : o should be done to wd men
“mi WOIEn i1 t}m eatablishment and secure pos-
seasion of hiomes,

Those who are loadest and most persistent 1o
their championshin of private gwnership in land
seldom stop to analvee their own concept of this
rradivionz! fzke.  The depression has deprived
mpany people of thelr incomes and the where-
withal to pay their taxes. They have discovered
to their sorrow that their land-—and their homes
------- belonged not to them, but o the state; that
they were allowed o wse the land only as long
as theyv paid their taxes. Private ownership m
land?  Yes, our ahsurd land policy aliows an
individual to buy and seil faond o another indi-
sidual, exactly az f he owned it by night of pro-
ductions, like 5 house thar he had built or 2 fur-
mip he had rased.  Afrer be has boughi ar, he
may use it or hold it idle as Tong as he il turn
a part of its reofal value oo the public coffers,
with g few years grace when his funds give out
and has propesty becomes tax <i“311m1wnt Think
this over. ‘The state is admictedly the real
owner.  When a ran fzils o pay his taxes, his
Lind daesr’s po back w0 the one from wheom he
bought 1t Yet, when he goes to another com-
mumty and wishes to establish a home, he must
puy, not the state or city, but another individual
for the privilege of using a piece of land,  Cibvy
ously, there is something wrong here. Eitber the
state owns the land ar it does not. If (0 has the
vight o collect ¢ t alse has the right o fix
the terms of privilepe under which the ctizen
tukes possession of his lot ar ground ; or, @ inds
viduzls bave the righe to sell this privilege, they,
i not the state, have the righi o collect the
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ot ‘;n?y £ collecs ﬂw
¢ h:"“ T ssion fo imdividusls o
vse it ur which cage there would be mo sum of
money invested” oz Tot or farm
paving a part of its rental value o the trensury,
be would pay all of it Bince he would not oeed
to pay a tax on hs house or personal property
ner an anvthing that he bought o eat or wear or
play with, hiz tax BH wouldn’c be as high as i
was before,

How would this change i our land policy
benehit these flood sufferers and oibers whe have
bile their homes in wrong plac [n the first
place, all of rhe choice spots of the carth are nor
ver in use. Uhese that are desivable because of
natural  advantages and  location are,  alinost
without exception, in ase or being held for specu-
lative purposes. Tt is this Jatter pumbesr that we
want made svailable so that people need not build
thelr homes in low lands or waste lands ov other
undesivzhle places.  Land would not be held our
of vse for speculation if the right to use it was
obtained from the state and not from a private
individual,  Fortunes would not be made “in
i Some of the people. ar least, whe
suffered from the MNew Year flood would not
have bought land o that Tocality if more desir-
able lots had not been held for higher prices.

i1 they veslly waoted to build their hom
thf-re? they sized not have invested money in lan
er to do so. Uinder a different land policy
they might have obtained this privilege from the
state—or county or city—by snply agrecing to
pay the annual rental value into the public treas
ury,  Dher it would not be so difficult to move
to safer gs‘(»lmd, The veport telis us that three
hundred h 01'!'19'\3 were demolished and four hun-
dred severely damaged.  They must be rebuils
entively or i part. Why not in g betier place?

if peovle were not obliged to pay hllnﬁfﬂ’{i\ ar
thousands of doliars for buildin ing lots, 11 would
not he so disastrous to make 3 mistake in choos-
ing a homente. (hie would simply move 10 2
new site, mave the bouse, too, | he hked, and
begis paying his Tand tax, or more properly eco-
nomre rent. for the use of the new sire. Qur
nresent land policy, besides being responsible for
wur husiness depressions, 1w an illogical scherse
thar does not give the security it pif}f{?_x:«uty toy.
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CHEAR HOUSES
Factory-buily  oniform bouses  produced  in
wholeszle lors bas been sugzested to help solwe
the homeowning problem. Al that the owner
saves in building construction is that much raken
from labor. Where does 1t po, to the home-
awner? Mo, [t zoes o dhe *‘mdsswmgg from
whom he must purchase @ ot on which o bodld
auy kind of a house from a f’(}w h{‘;m to o ducal
palace.  As the cost of building comes dﬂmrg

far dots i - price of fand will
g i;fs The homeownar, the architect, the car-

penter, the bricklayer, the cen man, the
roofer, the painrer the paperhanger, the humber
vcmiwm;alf these will lose if these cheap houses
hecome popular, only the lundowner will gain,
and he has done ab»,cv?ufé’iy nothing o earn one
cent so Far as the land i concerned.  He merely
seils b vou the privilege of setting vour houss on
the land that was roade for vou as much as for
him.

TAX DELINQUENCY

The zmmg‘m’ situation brought dbf}ut by de-
plered treasuries throughout the country has be-
come so alzrming that the Nationa .’“t.fa;mczpal
Feague, with hesdguarters in New York, hag
fzunched & Pav Your Taxes Campagn. It is
the services rendered by state and local govern-
mments that have suffered most, schools and Libra-
rizs, health departments, me micipal t*ezlpka}yﬁex,

3l the immedinte canses it
the fatluve of citizens to pay f‘hmr t;«zxca; is of the
wtinost mpartanee, since it pot only cuts off in-
come that has hfm b*:(iu{r{‘d {and in ail ioo

but it

helns

tax delinquencies
mezm? ?hc chanees of tbc city borrowing against
these uneoliected taxes become poorer. Thus 2
paradowncal situation is created wherein the citres
that need financizl help most are Teast able to
get it

This is one more srzument in favor of & just
and scientihe tax, one tax on the value of the
land itself, a tax *{h;ai: is, in reality, mevely the
aanual yental value of the land which is now
paid to private mflm;iua!s in additon to the
tanes !)a!(i o the vermmenrt-—wien tnﬁ‘ @Y
paid.

AN OPTIVMGST SPEARS

Beginaing in 1929, it wok thres years for the
farmer and the city wage-earner $o sink as close
i the bottom as it is possible for these two great
classes—and all who depend uwpon them—to get
without completely disrupting the Nation, It
will vake, T fear, ar least s couple of vears be-
fore we get back to where we were before the
depression.  Some people think we never will
pet hack there, but 1 am convisced that if we
really use our heads and our hearts, if we have
imtelligent patience with one another, we can
make remarkable s ‘m!h during the nexs year—
ii”“i“ AL Wall

{1 will help 2 heap, My, Wallace, if we use
our [and, ton. Most heads are not worth mouch,)

cufation and stop land veni
s and you will rid
sturn district

Eiesivoy lond
From going info private pocke
all of our large cities of thes

The rost of living iz sl about the same—all 5 fol-
fow bageFumck {London],
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”.:THE DEVIL ANB THE DEEP‘

S5 When Smutham California was shaken by an
B earthquake ‘on the 10th of March last year, the
: Chamber of Commerce, All Year Club, Realters
{;rgamzatmns- and otherf; could h&rd]v WAl 1o
tart the ‘presses’ turning that they nght assure
‘our.visitors and Eastern frlends that eart}xquakes
Tike. Cal;forma weather, are unusual..  We were
‘told. that n: all pm’bablhty there would not be
they one” of that intenisity for nfty vears:: Sta-
tans Jabored: fcverlshly to" prove that the
ber of people killed was 7 small percentage of
entire population: of ‘Southern. Califorpia-—
© . 4nd more nonsense of a: Tike kind. Probably ‘it

" awas Call the same io’ those “who. were :'klﬁed
"thther they made up: ﬁfty or only ene and one-
-.haif per cent. of the ‘entire populanon SRR
These well-meaning: défenders of” Cahformas
.:'reputatmn were, at that time, centering theiy at-
" fention on the probable effect ‘that the earthquake
would have on land values in that, and surround-
- ing, territory. - People have invested. ‘money: in
home and! busmes‘s sites. “Any. bulidmgs that may

‘be standmg o them are @ peued t6 deteriorate.
‘W are accustomed to having our houses assessed
at 2 lower and lower vahiation ‘as ‘the years’ £o
Byv.. The land value, however, is: cxpet:ted 10 "rise
_:vnth the’ grﬂwmg ‘demand of an.‘ever-increasing

‘population. "What would happen to land values

“if ithe steady. flow of new. comers to Southern

"'(,allforma should be  suddenly ‘checked or di-
-__verted7 ‘- is bevond  our -power - as 1nd1v1duals
" to'make our land valuable, you know. We are
"/ dependent on ‘the group as a whole, and the

: larger the group, the greater the value,

o0 An the case .of our ear thquake, ‘our zealous. at-
-_temptc; to allay the fears of possible future citi-
L zeps are hkeiy to prove, not only embarrdssing,

‘bt a very. serious handicap in providing for - ‘the
“safety of our children.. The earthguake ‘was not
neardy as sévere as some that have shaken ‘the

Cgarths erust, but 3t did destroy - some-“school
buildings, b‘idly damiage others, and put. danger-
‘ous eracks in many more. Besides, as the Cham-
ber of Commerce naively puts it “these build-

-the ‘movement: of’ Iateval forces.”

’}‘hese buildings must be-made safe. The totai
-pece ziry f@r this. work zs:__$31 287 4%

| Board-of ‘Education and oth»rs interested in. th_ o
: school “problem " are USING - every: “possible arﬂu—" R
" ment to 'miake: the public-belicve thar danger does: -
< actually ‘exist;in spite ‘of what the Chamber ;
. Commerce said last year.
| ¢ election, ‘the Board of Education believes: that
il be i necessary o reawaken thcmt: fﬁars ‘that-
“are so had 'far hnd values. RIS

. .forward and emphamzed with capital letters, G’
g S from-a statement - endorsed by -the ‘board:o

“ied, at its meeting in Los Angeles on” April

_'-QUAKES WILL OCCURFROM TIME TO TIM
_'___3_I’\I THE. FUTURE‘ :

i canstructmn is absolutely “secessary in this region
~order to’ avold great ioss of life and heaw, damagc tor
':.pmpert‘f :

. the Los Angeles City Board of Education.
. puts rather “a” different Jight .on -the éarthquake’
17 situation, and is probably much nearer the truth. =

. sake of gamblmg in land and getting the highe

- patic conditions and so forth.
“ know why land speculation was a bad thing, you'
- ought to know that there is something wrong " "
" with a “business” when it induces people, whoare -
" otherwise honest and h(morable to le or preva

ings; fine 4s they ‘zre, were not demgned ta wath»_ { Tango:

In:order to cirry th

Statcments ‘once suppressed, are’ now. bmughtf'_- :

directors of the Se;smeingicai Saciety ‘of Ame

1933:

“It is common: itnow[edge that from tlme tct timéin

_-_the past, earthquakes have occurred in California =~
Tstrong enough 10 ¢ause damage to property and even

;. Toss of Tife.
ords -of ‘sefsmie’ activity indicate A HIGH DE(JRE

< OF PROBABILITY THAT SIMILAR EARTH

Geological stidies and instromental e

sAnother. statement frnm ‘the “june repari of

R Toint - Technica) : Comm:ttee ‘on earthiquake pmtectmn '-; L
1 under the chatrmanshxp of Dr. Robert Al lehkan" :
§ - summarizes its findings in part as follows: :

.“Earthquakefs ‘of damaging o destructwe “inten;

.- awill contitue. to_occur in Cahforma fmm tir":e to_thme. '
L i ihe! futire. ; .

“An earthquake is apt t6 ‘sconr in thls regmﬁ com
arahle ‘Incintensity and dumtmn w;rh the San Fra
¢isco earthguake "of 1906,

“The degrce of risk is such that earthquake resxst 3

The:e quotauons are’ from a folder ﬁsmd by..“.'

than the statements issued a year ago.

Forthe _5

posmble winnings, men will often. suppress facts
and give entirely erroneous ideas concerning cli-:
If you dd: notf

icate, ey
~Land speculation is a social disease that saps.;

“the moral; as well as the econemic, Strengthi of 4
“pecple. Gettmg something for nothmg, whichiig

the objective of all gambling, ‘gives rise to “false
standards by which people measure success and_j o
well being, Considerable fuss has been made ™
here lately over a little gambling device called
Vet the. great game of land gambhn
goes merrily on, aided and abetted by ‘millions
who pride t!xemsel%es on their virtue. T‘ms
does our greed Warp our souis : :




