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Coiicreteiy the comfort and beauty that surround
those who command the weatth of the world.

Survival of the fittest? Al right, put 1t thar
way, But, in the name of justice, every man has
2 right to fry for the top, hasn't he? Let every
man begin at seratch, and then see who wins the
race. 1t iso’t fair fo give some an advantage
over others, and the others know ir.  They are
becoming more firmly convinced of it every day,
Every man has the same right to the use of ihis
great store house, the earth, each has the same
right to pursue his course unhampered by re-
straining laws or regulations. (Give him that
freedom, which is his birthright, and the amount
of worldly goods which he can accumulate will
depend entively on his own streagth and ability,
There will be no shject in his making war on
anyone.

[ there were no cpportunity for a man to
approgriate the wealth of others legally as s now
the case, there would be fare less temptation for
thase who do not enjoy any special privileges o
2o out after other folk’s possessions in direct de-
fiance of the law. It is a weli-known fact that
most of the women check passers are young wom-
en who are trying to satisfv their vearnings for
pretey things. Nearly all of the checks are used
to buy lovely clothes. Let's have a little more
justice in the economic set-up, maybe there won’s
be so much stealing on the part of the poor work-
ing girls when there is less “stealing” on the part
of big industries.

The struggle for liberty 15 as old as humanivy,
Sometimes the objective has taken definite form,
men have fought for well defined points. We
have come now o that last great battle for eco-
nomic freedom. Mo, it is not a battle. It is a
war, and its field is as wide as the world, Go
on, you men of privilege, stamp out the fighting
here and the fighting there, it will only spring
up somewhere else.  This desultory firing thae
is going on in Europe and America Is just the
lirtle  sniping  that  always  precedes  massed
combat.

Bfen have gained too much to give way now.
“1f ye wish to be free—if we mean to preserve
invielate these inestimable privileses for which
we have been so long contending—f we mean
not basely to abanden the noble struggle in which

we have heen so long engaged, and which we .

have pledged ourselves never to abandon, ungl
the glorious object of our coatest shall be ob-
tained-—we must hght I repeat it, sir, we must
fight!  An appeal to arms and to the God of
Feosts, is all that is lefr usi”

Mow, what wounld you do with a man who
would utter such radical statements as that?
Shades of Moscow!  The conservatives among
us would call sut the “Red Sguad” and have
him elapped in jal.  Uvnfortmnately—ifor the
conservatives—the gentleman is dead,  His name

was Patrick Henry., He made stirring speeches
about liberty, and went home to his slaves, He
was smart ensugh to sense the incongruity 1o the
situation,  He said so. 1 he had lived in 1860,
he would have been the loudest of the abolition-
tsts. 1§ he were alive today, sesing the war car
ried inte the economic field, he would be most
emphatic in dencuncing the various forms of
privilepe that bar the path to that liberty that
was 5o dear to him.

Those whe live and grow far by taking more
than their share, wealth which they have not
earned, are still dining at the table of George
the Third, but the Patrick Henrys of the world
are marching on,

“Gientlemen toay cry, peace, peace—but there
1 no peace.”  The guns will never be sull
until man has learned to use and share the carth

Cbeneath his feer. Whether we are  have eve-

lution or revolutian depends on the tenacity with
which privilege halds on,  When the remedy
15 so casy and so palnless, we suggest that vou
gentiemen retire as gracefully as you can, with-

- out waiting to be driven off. Luwurv-loving gen-

tiemen have been known to lose their heads by
not doing so.  This is just a suggestion.

The desire for liberty is not a fad, and ever
failure of government, whether it be in the line
of Communism, Socialism, Fascism ov  what
merely closes the entrapce to one more blind
aliey.,  Humanity will stumble on the right trail,
lose it and find it again, perhaps a thousand
times, but man will never lose the vision of lib-
crty for which he has agonized through cvery
cencration since he first became aware of him-
self and knew that he wwas 2 man and not like the
great beasts that yielded to his puny cryv. Mo
matter how ouddied his ideas and thesries are
now rvegarding the means by which this vision
is to be realized, he knows in a vague sort of
way that this Liberty must be based on justice.
He 1s right, and nothing less will answer; ne
substitute can silence his guas—aot for long.

THOSE NAUGHTY REALTORS

Ur. Charles A, Beard, in 2 recent address, de-
clared that 2000 American clies are on the ve
of banksuptey.  He named three main causes as:
Constraction of expensive highways i towns,
counties  and  cities,  Construcgen  of  water
warks, sewer lines and other local projects. To-
erease of education,

e

“Thr. Beard blamed the real-estate mirerests for
the second grear expansion in municipal debt,
saving that they have ‘hounded local gover
ments for vears and doven them into extendig
streets, pavements, water sevvices, and sewers o
alleged real estate developmenits. This has meant
an mcrease 10 the public debe for the benefir of
private iiterests,”
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THE WORLIYS FAIR

Several months ago Commonweal, London,
Lad this to sav about the Chicago Fair, and very
much to the paint it 1s, too.

“Chicago, that great commercial and tndustrial
city of 3,500,000 people. is w0 be the center once
again of a great fair illustrating a century of
progress. A hundred vears ago Chicago was a
collection of wooden huts on the shore of Lake
Michigan. There were none of the wretched

slums now concealed behind ity magnificent and

imposing buildings, none of the crime with which
the modern Chicago has shocked the world, and
none of the grinding poverty which bescts so
great a proportion of her reeming thousands.

“A gentury of progress has been accompanied
by the grim spectre of poverty.  For every wan
made prosperous a hundred have had less than
they needed.  Today the civilized world is in
greater chaos and uncertaingy than it has been
in human history, and all because Man has per-
sisted in the basic Injustice that destroved past
civilizations, the private monopoly and exploita-
tion of the natural resources of the earth which
are the heritage of all”

CIVILIZATION

Havrv L. Hopkins, relief administrator. says
that 4000000 families were dependent oo re-
liet pavments in August.  These familics includa
16,000,000 individuals,  The number of single
persons dependent on relief was caleulated arx
300,000, This country 15 enormous in size and
exceedingly rich in natural resources, but when
all these riches, valuable lands, forests and mines
are in the hands of a few, what can the rest do
but struggle along on small pay, hunt for jobs,
tramp the highways and beg for alms.

SLUMS AND CRIME

M. Langdon W. Post, Tenement House
Commissioner of New York Cley, said recently
that an zlarming proportion of crime in New
York can be definitely traced to criminals who
come from shon districts. One-third of 4ll
felons convicted i New York i 1930 came
from shums,

“Behind the Uillingers and the DHamonds, the
Gerald Chapmans and the Pretty Boy Floyds,”
said By, Post, “there stands the slum.”

There is no valid reason swhy there should be
a slum district in any city in the world.  Sluns
occupy land thar is being held for speculation,
The smalt vents collected 1o pay the taxes are

tually a siall part of the true rental value of
e land, If the entize rent were collected by
the government, 1t woauld be 100 costly 1o hold
this land withent Improving it to zet the most
possible out of 1. There would be no slums or
near slums, and. probably, much less crime.

THE TAX DRIVE

Uncle Bam is a nice old geatleman, but bis
method of making a Hving does not differ great-
ly from that of the underworld. A first chop
burgiar must knew who the rich citizens of the
community are and where they keep their valu-
ables.  As nothing is sacred to a burglar, he does

‘not entertain any scruples about geing right in

and taking possession. Uncle Sam, on the other
hand, goes at it more delicately, puts vou on
vour honor, expects you to ‘fess up—only vou
dori't, you know.

News from Washingron says the Treasury has
notihed “arcund 100 corporations that they owe
the government scores of millions of dollars in
deficient taxes.”” A deficiency of $17,199.797
has been assessed against one company it De-
troit.  “Alming particularly to curh asserted -
legal transfer of profits to surplug to avoid sur-
tax pavinents by stockholders, the Treasury has
levied on around five score other companies pen-
alties of 50 per cent net income for the vears con-
cerned.”  Nearly half of the companies deny the
charges and in some instances have challenged the
constitutionality of the penalty provision.

The government is seeking to exact penalties
from nuwmerous wealthy individuals and families
throughout the country, 1§ these corporations
or individuals are acquiring wealth unfairly and
dishonestly, they should bhe treated like other
crooks and highwaymen., Uncle Sam aeedn’t
think that he can square matters by taking their
tH-gotren gains from than,  Stop them from
piling up the riches o the first place. That is
what we aim to do with regular bonefide rob-
bers. If these people have come by their riches
honestly and squarely, no one, not even Uncle
Sﬁm_,_ has a ri;{ht to take any pare of it away
from them,

There s a value that comes into being wher-
ever people come together to live and work in
COmMIInites ) ik comes into being because they
have come together and demand the use of land

con which to live and work and play.  This de-

mand for land gives it a value, and the value
belengs solely to the community that has creared
. It belongs 1o the government and should be
colleceed and  wsed  dor  goversment expenses,
There is nor the shightest excuse for these second
story methods emploved by Uncle Smm and by

all other governments in their effort o pay their

eXPeNses.

Chicago 15 tearing dewn hulldings io save faxes,
Tt might be a beiter idea o tear down raxes io save
g

- batldings.—American Lumbermarn.
£

YWhat makes ws wonder abour Bistery in gensral
s listening o trafhic-court o the testdmony of twy
eye-witnesses to the same colhsion—Rickmond Tomes-
Lispatck.




24 ' TAX ¥AC

Published WMonthly
By ‘The Tax Relief Asseciation of Califernia

33% M. Madisen Avenue, Los Angeles, California
Phone: OLympla 7352

Porma ConLey R T Eorror

Subscripiion per year 5 conts

Yoo XIU Los Awogrrs, Tan., OeTonze, 1934 Mo g

MR, SINCLAIR AND HIS BOGY-MAN

The coming election of Movember 6th is prob-
ably the most sigoificane one ever held in Cali-
fornin.  Thae M. Sinclair, if elected, will trv to
carry out his Socialistic theories, may be taken for
granted, and if he is defeated, we shall sdil have
Socinlism to reckon with.

To the Socialist, the word “profit” s a red
rag to a bull.  So far as we know, there is no
vecord of a bull going guietly up to a red rag
and determining for himnself, bevond dispute, that
1 1s merely a plece of harmless cotton cloth; nor
is it on vecord that a Socizlist ever went quietly
up to that word “profit” to find our exactly
what 1t is. ’

Profit 15 a convenient and appropriate term
far business men to use, but there is no ecca-
sion to wse it the science of political economy
where, as in any science, the definition of terms
is highly fmportant. It is what Humpety Dumpry
vould call a portmantean word, “two meanings
{three in this mstance) packed uwp 1 one word.”

There are three factors engaged in the produc-
tign and distribution of wealth, Land, Labar and
Capital,  The eamings of these three partners
are termed FEoonomuic Hent, Wages and Intv‘cct
Land is the passive factor provided by the Crea-
tor of the universe, not by the realtors; labor i3,
of course, human energy applied 1o the land 1o
make the things that people want and can wuse
or enjov. ¥hen a man does oot consume all
that he makes, but saves some of it in such form-
that it will assist him in making still mere things
that he desives, this saved or accumulated wealih
is called capital, and aH thar e can produce with
it zhove what he could i‘!a ve produced without i3
15 interest,  Tust why the Socialist should quar
rel with that arrangement i not clear. I this
thrifty saver of wealth allows someone else to
use his accumulated capital as a convenience,
thent the borrewer certamly aught to tam over
this inferest to the ovwner to pay for the accom-
miedation.

Bir. Sinclait thinks that the factories ought
to be owned and operated by the stare in order
to eliminate this profic, by which he means the
portion of factory earnings now appropriated by
the pwner of the factory.  But this money that is
received for goods manufactured in and sold

—

from the facrory must cover those three factors
already mentioned.  Some of it represents wages
for the labor engaged in the andertaking ; some
of It represents interest on the capital wused, in
the shape of machinery or other equipment;
some of It must cover the frem of rent for this
i ent, even when the factory owner
also owns the land.

MNaow, My, Sinclair would sav thas if che seate

owned the land, there would be oo rent. Thar

1s not true.  Feonemniic reat i3 a factor that is
sresent g mmatter who owns the land, He would
say that if the state owned the factory and equip-
ment, there would be no such thing as interest
because capival would be eliminated.  Bur i
wouldn’t. That factery with its machinery and
toals wonld still bhe f“zpzfai and someone would
have to save out of wages in ovder that the state

“could build the factory in the fist place and

keep it i repair thereafter.  Ownership has
nothing to do with it.  Boilers and cog wheels
and suchdike don’t zrow on hmhm ‘%mﬁci)('}:i&*
has to make them and put ti ros v hefore
these visionary Socialists can pick their ;03:)3, and
if the workers are paid every bit of the wealth
they produce, as My, Sinclaiv wanis to do, there
won't be anything saved up to pay the repa

man when the boiler springs a leak, )

The Socialist bungles another point, ton, He
thinks of labor as physical, manual labor, He
thinks of wages as being pald only 1o men in
averalls. The white collar man, swner or man-
ager of the factory, who sits in the office, plan-
ning and directing the work is also performing
labor and must be paid wages. 1§ he is the
swner of the aat)n ang the stte on which it
stands, the money that he receives as his ~fmr<~
of factary earnings will represent wapes
iabor, interest fnr his investment, or capiial, and
rent for the land.

So. when wwe uupack this portmantead word,
profit, we find that it conting nething batr the
three factors that must enter into the pmds_mtims
of wealth no matter who runs the factories, state
or individuals,  Mr, Sinclair, In company with
his fellow BSocialists, has heen scaring himself
with same kind of a bogy-man.

Much more nnght be said on the muatter of
comipetition, which is another stumbling block
tor the wellmeamng, bui mistaken Democratic
candidate.  When monopoly makes it possible
for a manufacturer to charge maore for his goods
than he could in a free and open market, then
certainly he is not actoally earning his wages
and interest, bue this s the resalt of monopoly.
not of comperition.  f the state would st
grantinng privileges that give some an uniair a6-
vantage over others, if each one started out with
the same spportunity to develop his swn busi-
ness, there would be no trouble about compeii-
ti0.




