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THE CHAIN ST

The late wimas Mo Osburne toid of a
soner at Sing Aing who had been convicted
of burglarv, He protested his Innoceice from
the moment he was a +d unril - Osburne
ehicited the truth from him after four
hig il'&i”;i}‘("‘"}iti-‘lil and the truth swas
man reallv was innocent of the orl
he was m.uu.md, but he couldn't
i dihi Because on that parics
hing another house two Blog

for wh
fornsh a con-
he he

i

S AWHY.
. burden of w tign has
aed Dusiness mmen s snllar predicament.
The chain store fax bill, for snstanee, 5 an excel-
fent {-‘.wzmp[{' ol muddled 'tlun% ing and %_'zzljl_'ﬁf
ation. It i3 abso the mark of short
H-interest, ver, the alicted merchanis cannot
present a convinoing case swithout seiting fecth
some important economic truths which they ave
not willing to admit.  They could ant refute
the wesk and foolish contentions of the ndepen-
dent mevchants because they were ignorant of
or unwilling to use, the only arguments thae
would clear the ground.  Yer, unlike the wa-
happy house-breaker whe was hound 1o lose
either way, these business men have nothing
tose and evervthing to gain by telling the truth.
So far as we have been able to learn, the chief
sment of the independent merchantgs 15 that
chain stores can seil their goods at lower
e argument for peaaliz-
Jiy mmtzu]tr chain stores, we haven't heard
()m of the goals for which we are alwass
striving s that of gaining our ends with the
ke M passible exertion, producing goods quickly
and casly ar i the chain store mer-
chant tv desirable thing, ver
ed imic # position where he must arbitrarily

- hig prices o meet those of the independent,
then the mdependent merchaat i5 5 1';1111'_Hr§‘ and
et an asset o the comrmmity, and dhe wineces-
rv advance in prices that rhe [)ubi.ii? st pay

. nothing but cold chadity. The communiey
would be betrer off i the Independent closed bis
shep and hved on the dole.
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The peint is somerimes made thar the chamn

TELi e

SEove HRVeS i!il‘l) 4T, {ii"‘r’\‘% T ,lli’jfff(‘*é LT

pendent merchanis are forced our of business
and then o wes, Fhis i ohviously « 1,
becawse the (ndependent can make a4 profir ar
the advanced prive. and the threar of his return
s wufficiont to held down pri;'{-‘?.

matter of fact, it is oot bie husiness, but
ped Iiu‘«mr\x that 1 Lw._ trouble,  {ddly
the p s oprrating on the
i aden e Calis Wy wer canght i the
trap. We refer te the sl sings. Uhe chan
stores 't!wr miast bear this heavy burden are gro-
stares, bakeries, mavkets, dvug stores, hard-
¢ stor{’:ﬁ. AE0 5 :}pi}:' companizs, five-and-tens
simiar nature,  Fhat
special privileges from
not, and cannor

mmmg&z;!m
While the Guovernor
W "dm“ vntf fhf

mwudsng o r? & gaﬂ;‘:
mamitain lobbiss a1t Sacramenta or at Was ;m;;-
torn. Why shoutd thev? DMetther chain store ner
independent merchants are asking any odds of
the government. Tt i irue that svou ©
operate 8 store of any kind without a Bcer
witich 5 2 small petvilege, to be sure, bat therr
is nething to prevent vour obtatning one 1f vou
feel an urge to sefl soap or neckties or cinnaginn
Buns.  MNe chain stere has a menopsly on the
tpginvess. The oaly ad s they have
naturally from effic s admmastyanon
aind cooperation, or combined offort, aad the pub-
He benefies divectly from ¢ A
President Ko it i ks shave-the-vwoeaded
plan, made no distinetion berween privileged and
cosnpentive busin To him. busioes Just
big or lirtte. The veneral public falls ot the
satee error. A voune lady with 2 tasre for dtdes,
and to othat tasie, cwas recently
and unfavorably compared o a wealthy
whe has given large sume for scieanfc rescarc]
projects desioned 1o beneht humanity

TRT

357,

LT atinn ave,




1 TAX

for

have ;
products than th and apen
marker. Thus, having € rEemn I T B
than he bhas hoaesely carned, 5’15‘ gives back to the
prople 2 small poartios of the boory i the name
of philanthropy. v hus own name and

peets For years,

It wlonifes

theows dust in the eves of the dear peaple so the
canmot see he s orobbing them as teddy, though
tess frankiy apnd courageously, as the house-

breaker does.

The voung lady, on the other hand, & enjov-
4 fortune that is noet the direct result of
privilege, but is possible onty through thar basic
monopoly thar affecrs s alll We'll come to thar
farer,  Five-and-ten-cent stores have noe monop-
olv on selling thread or screw drivers or swiun-
ming caps. I vou dos’™ get vour ni;tkr[’s worth,
1t's your own fault,  Fres mif Iy vou buv with

yaur eves opens certainky, ¢ buy i w compeis
tive market

You are ot ob bliged to purchass
the goods at that partioular store, To the case of
the monopoly, ¥ou have ne choice,

Pow, what s the truth thar must be told Gf
industry s to be relioved of u;}gwe\ew‘iw faxanon
and started on the road o prosperity ¥ Blen
pust bearo that all taxes on business—an build-
ing and equipment, on goods and sales, are um-
Just and unnecessarv, M the merchanes, borh
chain and independent, will stop tiltmg ar wiisd-
miths, and Yevel their lances at the real monster
thai 15 devouring both wages and ioteresy, they

will have no accasion to cross swords and wouid
{,“;-24:?'! other.

The truth from which they bath shrnk 5 the
fact that fand ms.)m_}pr:si}'_ that .%sp{“iruizli’ma': ey Land,
has robbed men of thelr natural opportunities o
fahor.  This has theown many people our of
work and redured the wages of others. It bas
so curtailed buving power thae mach of the goods
that people Z:ii{i%&“f—.- aeed livs untouched oo mer-
chaaps’ shelves. Tt i not chain stoves, but the
privilese amd oustom df holding land &l
Yegal, but nat smorasl s
DR
unityit iy this that has deprived merchants
el theiy costomers.  Yer the idea that invest-
mments in oreal estate arve a zood thing ks so de
rosred i the malos of mi: ndw that busin
men are afraid o ¢
the world-eld costom of
fords of the earth,

it Mo Bossevelt & suildl }
bigeoess of fortunes thar ave aot based diveck
privilepe, he will find the answer o his
ipm in this: tand monopoly has deprived men of
their natural e__;pg‘z(n_"tz_lt‘si?ie' v labor, jobs have
becoine scavce, men are forced to weork for anv

of the individual 1o
te dand \‘W?w\ that belong o the com-

3y -

even when the wages are
by labor wmions.  All industry takes advan-
awe of this stwuabtos and pavs no more wages
than it has to. reason wh

G tiia_‘}.' o2 ;;m‘

Thers 1 o eartitly

ir should, S g efse would

fobs were seeking men. instead of
Jobs, as should be the case, the g
caunters and s b VR i1 rhe stock 1o

be perting higher wages, and the hirtle heire
would have less to spend on Furopean rovaln,
add that Alr. Ba
be so determined to bite off hy
H< vy Ford's large forcune, but has zzs.}i:!'am;‘{
about the Tand values that are going inte §
vate pockets.  The Ford and other avromobile
compaiies  emplov thowsands  of  ween, This
growth in population, with s greater demand
for land, has incressed land values 1o Dierroir
enormously.  That value is created by the people
and it belongs o the people, vet the tand owners
are ablowed o pocket the bigh rents and the
selling value when sales are made,

£f 1w rather

Whatever advantages the Ford Companye en
j ses fromn the general cconomic situation, at le
o "*jmdesuw automobiles ; while the landowo-
ers, i thelr capacity as landowners, have pro-
duced absolutely nothing,  If thev are ;qymfmm?‘
house owaers, or cobblers, or pie-men on the side
that i3 ancther story.

This appropriation of public valuess by priva
viduals seems not tr.a disturb the Fresid
chain store owners, nor the independen

s d business

men that we have met.  There fsn’t anvthing
with chain stores. they are serving the
public admirably.  There 15 ¢ thing w '
swwith our present land policy,  As long a
vy refuses o turn its attennon o the land prob-
lewn, it will have o bear an ever moreasing o
of taxs

nor the
merchaats, nor anv of the dist
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Lany buarkidi

The matter 15 very
g merchants  stand

T 0 chain ;~:'€
ound.  The su
that land 15 the
particudar plot, 1T 11 were “ﬁ’uc' !3"2"'
treasury tnstead of o iz}dﬂ. idua
such circemstances (6 would wndoubr
thas 1t i aovse—there swwould be no s
tax on the building, nor on the
equipment. swr o the merchand se.
Just look whar = h
= men would saved

sale of zonds,

the clmira SEOLE
\ their heares, they won't have
This ta 1*:’!101‘ fdea v 4, of course, ing
alt industry and all homeowners,

D

The more that must be patd out for the peive
of wsing Tand, the fess wil remain for sy
and interest. Prvilese 15 at the bottom of
trouble thar merchants are haviog, but 1w &
menepaly of fand, not of creameputts ov hair v
bras. hiv. Ckburne’s prisoner had zoed ren
for suppressing the teuth, bur the merchanis
Talifornin will find real iy 4
they face the trath thar spells economic
far all.
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TAX FACTS
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iN CHINA

I land and labor are the primary factors in
production, why are there wmillions of people
starving to death in China? They, themselves,
conpstitute labor—of & kind—and there must be
plenty of land. Accarding to press dispatches,
these hordes rove all sver the landscape.

There are two kinds of labor, physical and
mental,  These peonle could furnish physical
fabor, except when weakened by malnatrition or
actual starvation, bur they are a Little short an
bramn power.  As we understand it, the land is
not fertiie, but neither was our swa fmperal
Vialley until our mare enterprising people took
hold of it and made it the “salad howl” of the
Nation.  Whether that part of China is best
suited 1o the produstion of lettuce or cranber-
ries, we don't know, but our agricultural ex-
perts would soon find our.

There is, to be sure, the same senseless land
policy in China that we cherish so fondly on this
side of the Pacific, The fact thar it has been
maintained longer doesn’t help matters any, 1t
may be that the barrenness and inaccessibility
render it unfit for either production or human
aabitation. Tt is vot hkely that such an immense
ountry as China could not, with modern agri-
cultural methads, be made to feed even her large
population.  “Those unfortunate people have not
the mental development necessary o build Bowl-
der Diams or agueduces or to farm oi & selentific
basis,

We kaow how to raise practically everything
on our land except taxes. We're dumb about
thar.

Wisdom

More than a hundred vears ago, Black Hawk,
chief of the Sac tribe, said “By reason teaches
me that land cannot be sold.  The Grear Spirit
gave it to his children to live upon. So long as
they oeccupy and cultivare it they bave the right
te the soil.  Nothing can be sold but such things
s can be carried away.”  Before the white man
came and robbed them of their land, the Tndians
had no unemplovment problem, and their crime
problem was negligible.  Land speculation was
unknown to those simple people——and so were
the economic ills from which we are suffering,
Black Hawk was righs.

" Salaries

The Usited States Government pays 989 sal-
ries of $10.000 a vear or more and 7223 he-
cweenn $3000 and $10.000. These salaries are
not exorbitant compared with higher salaries in
private industry, but we can’t heip wishing that
we could ger a little more 1o the way of good
government for our money,

- morals and good cconomics.— Howx, Chasles

Freedom and Privilege

“Freedom and privilege must exist together,
but harmony in this relation is possible only wi
the most positive and unquestioned public regula-
tion of privileged grans. Property in such prive
ieged grants and property in induscriaf products |
do not stand upon the same footing. They ars
from different sources. They are not, properly,
subject to the same law. In commeon ustice
products are ro be defended. Grants are tn be
regulated.  Either this or face the concrete de-
velopment of evenrs. —JFoin 7. i hige, Public
and Private Progerey,

Feminine Trends

A recent survey made by the Weostern Per-
sonal Service of Pasadena shows thai women are
becoming more and more interested in the earn
ing of their daily bread rather than the baking
of it.  From 1910 o0 1930, the toral number of
women engaged in gainful cccupations increased
400 per cent while the number of male workers
increased 260 per cent. During that period, the
women i pae classification, dlerical workers, in-
creased 700 per cent,

The Third Party

Many writers of featured articles are devor
ing considerable space 1o the discussion of third
party possibilivies.  If all of the public men
whose names zre mentioned in this conneerion
decide to become candidares for the presidency,
three parties won't accommndare themn  MNow
comes a League for o Woman Presidens and
Vice-President.  Well, mavhe it’s not 2 bad idea,
considering the present state of things, For cen-
turies, the women have been cleaning up afeer
the men folks when they gor through making a

eSS,

Lhain 5tore Tax
The chain store license tax is graduated from
31 en one store to $300 for each store over nine
i a chain, Gas stations, jce distriburors and
theaters are exempe,

Justice

The American people are determined to weed
out the parasites, the overprivileged, This is a
signt of promise for the future.  Bur this rask
must be approached in a spiric of justice and fair
dealing.  The Indiscriminate sharing of the
wealth of the Nation, as proposed in ever so
MAny wavs, s a0 offense against the moral sanc-
tions of mankind,  The problem must be solved
in the spirit of resson and satural justice, and
therefore the distribution of the fruits of DY
ductive effort must have the sanction of good

£
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AGUA Q&LEEN?E

As Major Bowes saws, the wheel of doroune
Raund and round she goes, and where
she stops nobody knews.  Bhe stopped sudde
and complerely in Agua CUsliente and “Tijuana
swhen President Cardenas of Mexico dssaed an
order forbidding gambling,  The clasing of these
pwo resorts threw thousands of Mewicans out of
work, and the situation is realiv serious. These
people were not engaged i producnve labor,
their wark was in the nature of personal service,
3 ver heard of anv lavge fm‘his){-x‘ helng won
e paming tables, but whatever their
they represented wealth pwmuud some
where else—mostly o Uncle Sam's wiﬂx’ of the
border. When the doors were LE ssed, '
: wrvied for hame, raking theiv o
vace horses and gambling fever with ther. ft" i
an excellent example o sehat happens te 2 com-
wiy where men Umake mones” without pro-
ducing weabth, Vnbess seealth s brought in from
the outside, fh{’ situation iz pretoy hopeless,

apiess,

Appareatly, the realty fnrer -
les understand this and recognize the stmlartiy
berween their game and Agua Caliente’s wheels
of fortune, for f? v are chuckling with glee over
the influxy of tourvists, which 15 greater than it
bins heen for several vears. We have plesay of
capital here to start things going—much more
than the early settlers had,  We have city lois
and country acres ready for development.  f we
want o be z wealth producing state, we have
merely to put men o work on this land, erecting
}mﬁdmfgn 0 uxla;h}-.hng CEOS, and lzbor & a0
anxious to come that the legislature actually
sidered a bill 15 keen 1o out,

But no, the realtors are not indeeested
apening up these natural opportunities to men
whe need work,  Having dovested  therr own
money 0 land, they want tourists who will be
so entranced with our climate and scenere they
will swant o invest dheir money i Califormia
real estate—prinapally because they want o re-
sefl ae a §m‘ﬂ California clearly specifies that
rhese tourizes winst be moneved peopls and ot
the Madel T variety.

“Fhat 1z exactly what kept Agua Caliente and
Tijnana in husiness.  Preaple ﬁm eht neney
‘f‘"f}i'l‘ﬁ t'hz= outside.  H osomesne hke Presdent
a2 coudd pur a ban oo this form of gam-
we could ger our idte wmen and

s oof Los Ange

KA R

and become s
ce wouldn's have 1o hey
cantributions 1o provide milk for little chil
during the suner vacstion. Ther own daddies
could buv it Droes the AllYear Club reli you
Fasterners that economic conditions i bos 2
geles are so denlorable that the PTU AL ¢

g difioulty raising funds to provide milk
3000 needy children?  About 4000 children ase
still short of thar allowances, Doss the élaei
fell you fmt ’flaf‘ fm A wc ez relief roll s the

o osav that this &

¢ dand i
of andustry

the ﬁ(}t‘}d Oﬁf rz‘:me:iexzi:z 1S 10 answey at

3

caused 1
sl TF industre were booming as it
there would be 2 demand for this lzbor,

ould

The Loz Angeles Times was mwuch perinrbed
fearn that Cabforsia has been  colle
(?l? OUU # vear i sales i
“How the members

taxes paid by illegal
of the board
- ”](-'- f'!'w; ¥ BE-

port the constiutdon and staruies of f‘ua {‘3"-\
12 for them o explain,”

The Fhmes i not ar il ¢
wlation in land, 'X?&-gf
b e w2l essen
favo:

istarbed by the spece
spff-;lk‘ of it oas gambly

rite sport of ;mmi«..m‘!
the rurn of a wheel vou do so b
VO OATC 4 gond guesser. Yoy expect [0 owin &
greaver sum than vou Yiavested.”  You neither
hope nor cxpect to add to the wealth of the
CORGIUNT vomoie than a magican adds 1o
the Tivestock when he pulls o rablic out of 2
ailic H Vhere area’t any more rabbits In town
than there were befare,

When vou invest your money in fand with o
intenton of using 1t vourself, vou de so b?m'lw’
the population of the community is expecied 1
incresse l]!éi‘- raming the value of the imgﬁ
There won't be any move land than 'x'hm‘t WS
before.  There will be the same guantity, bw
there swill aetually be less available w }nk’ these
trvestors hold their Innd out of the marker w
ing for the rise. When land i boughe and
sold, no wealth is produced by the travsaction
any more than it = produced by the spinning of
roulette wheel,  Tf the game tr De k
un. wealth must keep Sowing in from
states ust as it flowed over the border Mm
Juana and Calfente: and just a5 one man's
at the gam table mearnt Inss o others
fortune that is “made’ i oreal estate menns

vy
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to the individuals vs]w were forced to pay the
mireased peice for land, and doss e the come

v thai needs hu vatue to defray the o
B ULTHIE O,

AN rourista plesse

bring plenty of woner §

o wapt to plav with Lady Louck en one of

ahies that ave
s muoch 2 their own

Hp AEAINST 1L

vacant lots,
here withour b
safery pins swith
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