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NE’S

Un our discussion of old age pensions, we have
focased our amention on the older generation
abmost to the excluswn of our Bitle civizens. The
study of political economy cannot be confined 1o
the problems of one group.  The interests of all
generativs.  and divigsions of generations azre so
dovessiled wogether that we cannor adlust nor
regulate the affaivs of one without affectng the
athers.

The basic injostice that has dvp*iwd the older

aneration of s earnings and i é}l‘«:mftumw e
earn may be more cearly seen ¥ we seek the
cause of the sconomic maladivstment thar 35 de-
priving other groups of their natural nghes, {1
we oan ferret out rthis truth, i should help ws w
determine the value of all and any proposed plans
tor benefiting the older growp.  Thar & how can
any proposed plan meet with success if an mjus
fice now existing 1§ not first rooted out?

Is it merely the older generation that is find
ing it hard to get jobs and to live even in common
decency? Are they the only anes who are
suffering from lack of proper food and comior
sable housing? Tt us dook for a while, not at
the clasing, bus at the opening vears of life, at
ehe children.  How does life look o them
what chance have they 1o wrest 2 livelihaod from
the old carth, to establish happy when the
vime comes, to live healehy, contented. independ-
ent, usetul Hves?

Meglecred chilldhood has tound ne greater
charapion than that dearly beloved English auther
whose Birihday we have just celebrated —Charles
ﬁ?ick{*n: Perhaps none of his many vivid pie-
tures of :ih?(’&i hopeless poverty, so oyprfies the
mmery and foul exfsrence thar {alls 10 the for of

e Hrtde children, and the indifference of the
general public, move than thar picture of To, the
sweep. who  Tdidn’t koow  oothimk”
ming out of iimt foul, rumous streer known as
Tom-All-Alone’s 1n the early mormng and =it
ting down to munch bis biv of divty bread on the
door-step of the hooety for the Propopation of
the Gospel in Foreigio Parts? Ponr To, who was

basin or valley pace, | &

GEETL

always being told to more on, uniil negles
;im and cold and star sy throteled down
the spavl of hiz miserable life thar death ar lam

caught up with him, and he bnew !‘Ea;:i:
tisne Tor him to go o thar th
gronnd,”” the one and only place on i‘fns
eiven earth where he would be
) s e - . v 3 . JBEa T SRR .
zs ever | could zo and coulda’t be owved no
furdee”

Smpvesd oo oas Tur

Fienion? Yes bot ficvion buide on facts—Tac
thar shame our civibization,  Thar was
ecarly pare of the ninetessh century, what of
the twentieth?  You whe ask with so much
complacency for twe hundred dollars 2 month,
how tuch thought did vou ever give 1o the cone
dition of athers dess forrunate thas vourselves,
especially the children? There have been thous
ands of men out of work during our most p
perons yvears,  Did vou ever think of it or con-
ader that it swas i oany way vewr problem?

A warthy

#*

champion  of blighted  childhaod

i
S comes toous in the person of Paul de Koad, We

advise you, by ali mesps, 0 read bis article
“Children of the Shad ' oappraring in the
Muarch number of the Ladics Home Journal.
Perhaps the most noteworthy  feature of the

arricle 1z the hapesty and frank
I3 de Kyuif accepis his share
existing sacial conditions,

“Ies no fun” osaps e de Krad
yaelf in the face and know ¢
the matter of i'i'vi necdless, pnealled for, inex
able dying—Iet’s be honest and call it murder——od
thonsands of Lmsu‘zm ddren.”  Alter dev ot-
ing the maiurer g i hife 1o the study
microbes and the ‘i:‘z}_..
fave, Tiv. de Euif lu
Fory, Inm-{z’d upan the
=T !}I u’\ hf}(i;i FEE LN 3
arnd concluded “ihat zm.(hm are a0t
grant as men” He w o into what he cails the
incimnat where live the
¥ poor of fh:z?‘ cit -, and where he watehed the
work of Dy, Floyd Allen. sssociate secretary of

iF Zaflmgiri i3
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the Cincianati Public Health Federation, and
iy, Allen’s “boss”’, Mr. Bleeker Marquette.
“The exciting lahoratories of Pasteur and Koch
were mere playhonses compared with the tragic
warkshop of the Cing And gt
was fun to scotch and swat microbes that were,

snadl discoverers

after all, simply subvisable vermin, But ithe cul-

grit discovered in Cincionati s human, and not
confined to that city. He’s anything but in-
visible. 1 see him in the mirror when I shave,
every morning. 1 am to blame, all of us wtizens

are zuilty, so long as we tolerate this man-made™

setup for moass child morder, a condition wlhiose
rubbing out would rob microbs of 5o much of
their deadlin

“Tt must be driven hame here most explicitly
that this contrast between poverty and prospenity
could have been made with similar embarrassing

results to local pride in any other American big

city.” For, as Dr. de Kruif, points out, every
tarpe city i3 really two citics, the one that is the
nride of the chamber of commerce, and the other
that s the < district.  In Ciacionat, the
slam districr Hes in a low section near the Ohio
River. “This iz the basin where in many a
block searly two hundred people live jaromed
on two hendred square feet. of the ground of
this our spacieus America.” ;

We canrot, of course, give much of the de-

“sail of Tir. de Krwif's article but it contains much

that should touch, not only the heart, but the
conscience of his readers. He found there in
cur swn American city a very good substitute
tor Tom-All-Alone's, but “honest, respectable
people trying under adverse conditions to give
their children a chance ro live”; he found a
Negro mother with eight children, feeding them
with no help from the welfare, on the five doi-
Lars a week that her hushand earned, buving one
quart of milk every other day for her eight child-
ren: he saw how the lack of sunlight made these
liteke children an easy prey to TR; he concluded
that “poverty, over-crowding and high tubercu-
losis death rates go together,™ :

“It's poverty, it's the whole miserable, indecent
kind of living forced on. millions—white or col-
ored, no watter—in our wealthy America that
keeps tuberculosis sending bables into screams of
paia from meningits, lotde bovs and givls o
deformity and invalidisin with TB of the bones,
young people at the threashold of useful life
dewn to sasping death from consumption. . . .

“We know that lack of wherewithal 1s more
deadiy—to the most innovent, the most lovable,
the most important part of humamty, to our
children—ruuch more mrderous than all the
automatics, tommy guns awd sawed-off shor guns
of all the Dilingers and Pretty Boy Floyids about

whom we're so indignant.”  Ur. Allen and Mr,

“live upoen i

has had no share in producing.

Marguette have found “that poverty is a chiet
couse of children’s dying.” f

Fach one of these Hittle children came futo the
world with the same natural right-—the right to
the use of the ecarth, and that means the right to
all of the sunbight they need 1o keep therr little
bodies strong and healthy, They can’t enjoy the
sualight unless they have the use of the land on
which it {falls, and when they come nro this
world, they find that every bit of desirable land
is already owned-—not necessazily used——by some
whe came before them.  Unfortunarely, they
didn't bring any money with them when they
came, and they were not lncky enough o be born
into families thar did have money, so they must
suffer the consequences of our idiotic system of
land holdine,

Acres and acres of farm and urban fand are
held our of wse, or are inadequately improved.
Tdle tand mweans idle men. [dle men means no
wages for seme and low wages for tf s rest whe
are working ; it means families ing scenty Ted and
housed.  Dr. de Kruif has pointed out “that the
curse of Adan has been lifted by science, which
is our common heritage bringing saperabund-
ance.” The right to use the earth, itself, dunn

their lives is aiso the heritage of these little child B

remn.

Fifty years ago, Henry George wrote: “Land
is necessary to all production, no matier what be(
its kind or form: land s the standing-place, the”
workshop, the storchouse of labor; it is 1o the
hitman being the only means by which he can
obtain access to the material universe or uzilize
its powers, Without hand man cannot exist. Tn
whom the ownership of land is given, to hun i
given the virtual ownership of the men who must
When this necessity 15 absolute,
then does he necessarily become rtheir absolute
master.  And just as this point is neared-—that is
to say, Just as competition mcreases the demand
for land-—just in that degree does the power of
taking 2 Yarger and larger share of the earnings
of labor increase. It is this power that gives
land its value; this is the power that enables the
oswner of valuable land to reap where he has net
sewi——to appropriate to himself wealth which he
Kent 1s always
the devourer of wages. “The owner of ity land
gakes, in the repts he receives for his land, the
carnings of labor just as clearly as does the owner
of farming land. And whether he be workmy in
a garret iein stories above the street, or in oa
mining drift thousands of feet below the earth’s
surface, 1t 1% the competition for the use of lap
that ultimately determines what proportion i
the produce of his labor the laborer will get for
himself.  This is the reason why modern pro-
gress does not tend to exptirpate poverty; this
the reason why, with all the inventions and im-

Ly
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provements and cconemics which so enormously
wrease productive powesr, wages everywhere tend
to the mindmum of a bare Hying.”

This is the reason, friends, that the giving of
alms in the shape of pensions or relier iobs or
welfare funds does not, and cannot, ead poverty
for voung or old; does not and cannot wipe out
the filth and degredation of the Tom-All-Alone’s
that disgrace the cities of this, the richest nation
inn the world, No spending orgy on the part of
one group can relieve the distress of another
group that has te produce the wealth of the
country and pay for the privilege of doing so!
S0 far as mere physical comfort is concerned, it

would be better if these would-be pensioners.

bought these Little children oa the auction block,
for if they “invested” money in the little ones,

it would be to their interest to keep the children

alive and in 3 healthy condition, .
Those of you who have read Dickens’ “Eleak

House” will remember that when Jo comes out of

Tom-All-; me’s for the last time and is redady

for his final “movin’® on”, the young surgeon, -
Allen Woodcourt, fries to get the poor fellow to
4 .

repeat the Lord’s Praver. Neéver having enjoved
s right to this earth, a right that was his equal-

~ with cvery other child that was ever born, it
i not thought proper for him to enter the other
world without a prayer! Perhaps it is appropri-
ate that the boy should break down on the second
line. Dickens savs: “Dead. vour majesty, Dead,
my lords and gentlemen. Dead, right revereads
and wrong reverends of every order. Dead, men
and women, born with heavenly compassion in
vour hearts. And dying thus around us every
day.” _

Usntil we stop the buying and selling and leas-
ing of land as if it were a product. of man’s
fahar like a house or a bushel of wheat, instead
of the storehouse provided by God from which
man’s lahor may produce houses and bushels of
wheat-—until we give up the idea of allowing
some 6 live on the labor of others, we cannot
hope to bring these little children out of the
shadows of Tom-All-Alone’s.

MIGRATION

(Gov. Lehman of New York has proposed a
tax levy of 7 per cent on incomes exceeding
£9000. This is reported to have given impetus
to a wmigration that bad already started on the
part of some of MNew York's wealthiest families.
They are looking to Rhode Island for sanctuary
-~s that state has no Income tax and a compara-

selv low persondl property tax. '

Florida, California’s perenmal rival, would al-
maost declare the Ten Commandments unconsti-
tutional I that State if by so doing she could

yre the motion picture business from here to

~berp-made-the-mistake of desig

there. Now comes a proposal fo Increase our
state revenue by taxing the films in a rather reck-
less manner.  Florida sees in this her golden op-
portunity and has “voluntcered a tax-free ar
rangement over a period of ten vears”

Try taxing land values, Governors both, It s
not likely that enough people will ever leave New
York or Califoraia to have any visibie effect on
the value of the tand—and the land can’t run off
to Rhode Island or Florida.

THE BUILDER

A few days ago, Frederick Philip PHnketberg,
desigrier of Mew York's famous Flativon Buld-
ing died at the age of 76, leaving only 60 ceats
in the family treasury. - You see, Mr

snmg and.
Aramlr @aail

LSadal U Lldapiileiy i
thus adding to the wealth of his country, e
should have owned land on which other people
desired to design and erect butddings, He might,

then, have grown rich on the labor of others

FIREPLUGS

Are public services reflected 1 Jand wvalues?
Listen to this item from The Los Angeles Times.
“When one plans to build a large residence, one’
would bike o koow that there is a fireplug handy, -
Florence Ryevson Clements, writer, informed the
fire commission vesterday,

“Bhe said she bought teny acres on Van Chwen
Street, Canoga Park, but hesitates to build be-
cause the nearest firepleg is half a mile away.
Her home in Pasadens burned down, she said,
becanse ir took too lang to connect the fire hose.”

* Consider every form of government service,
local, state and Federal, and you will see that ies -
presence or absence makes land mwore or less valu-
able. Then why shouldn't the land value be col-
lected by the zovernment to pay for the service?

Pablic Lands

In preparation for a nation-wide conservation
prograimn, President Roosevelt today withdrew
all remaining public-iand from. use, .

His order, completing that of last MNovember,
affects about 1,200,000 acires and puts the final
touch on withdrawal from scttlement, lecation,
sale or entry of the entire 163,695,000 acres of
public domain.—Los Angeles Times.

There is an old saying tha: nothing is certain bat
death and tazes. Ed Wynn says the differepes be-
tween death and faxes is that deaih doesn't get worye
every time Congress mests,

To live .In the presence of great truths and eternal
laws, that is what keeps a man patient when the sorid
ignores .him, and calm and unspoeiled when the world
praises him~-Balzar. :
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O THE UP AND UP
i m‘mr hrings w v omieresting b of news
“ashington, news of o kid thar the ma-
}m:m" of newspapers would not care to oot

VETY

“Tlacle Sam's worker

s last week induced Con-
Toper cont ol & ten per

shing-

gress 10 resiore toe ast
cont wape deduction, and mmediately Wa
i landiords prepaved ro fake the ncromse away
from them

“Reports swere o that these is to be a g{{'nm‘éii
haost of renes on rid 1owhen the
beoomes effective. and the Consumers” Uonneil
called on Congress to take action to head off the.
impending o

“Twente years age brs, Woodrow Wilson
was cutraged by the aation’s unsighily and un-
healthful stums, she endeavored to hwve them
veplaced with itavy dhwelblings.  Mevertheless,
just this weel Mrs Franklin D, Rooseveli and
a4 number of wives of cabiner officers {oured the
same stum aress and saw even more sordhd con-
ditinns than those that shocked Mrs, Wilson.

ton  landiards
all howsing

“The avgwer s that Washing
have been strong enough ro head
movemenis.”

And some more of the answer 15 thai the veal
estare interests, both orgamized and unorgamzed,
are \'fmu” engugh to head off any legislation diat
would chanze our tax system 1 such a way thar
cone gotiging and shems would be s dung of the
past.  Vhe idea that high vents, high iand prices.
and the guick tors-over of real estatre are neces
suty adJuncts o @ rerurn 1o prosperity, Is 50 firm-
Iv rooted 1o the average mit that 1 all the dis-
cussions of recovery plans no mentien has been
nade of the effect that incveased purchasing
POET Y emH have on renrs, o whetber that ef-
fect would, e the end, work Jor good or il

e

with s pald  execatives,
siead one goal-—shorter howrs and
; Py, N"\w once does 1t bother s head
abour the reat prabiem. Hent nmst come out
v v ovlse can 1t cosne frop
whe propose o1 oppowe pensions say aothing abour
the rising rents that would follow this wcreased
spending power. 11 simply doesn’t coour o them
that Tabor will be called upon to provide a lie-
ing for wself, Tor the persioners, and 1o pay

Fhose

Chave “doubled up”

_}()‘.V an I'E“!{’ &

higher rents dor both, thus leaving less and fess
with which o buy the products of Iabor—avhicl

ceally the object of the pamc.

s what wiil take place AE} 0ved
},il{n any recovery plan succeeds in d
EREOTNE, eyoite knows thar build
do not increase in value vear atter vear.  Uhen
why should an apartment or an office be more
desivable now than it was ten o fifieen
agn? It fen't, bur the population has
sad theee is greater actual Jdemund for heusing
aow than there sver was betore.  (Dome letle
bov or givh will here rise o remind us thay rents
axe not as bigh as they were ten vesvs azo. Vrue,
bt H'mr is because the inceme o the general pub-
lic hus been so ereatly reduced.  Ttods aoill a fact
that vou o't get blond out of a stone,  Lacrease
the nurchasing power of rhe dear gwmlc i s
oty theough largess handed our by cle mam,
and see what will happen te the rents,y

Fhis inereased demand for howsize? s actually
an inereased demand for Innd. Families that
fo save on the ttem of rent
cihll!‘” hard fimes, will want more adeguare Dy
guarters when wages are mereased. Keny
dare not take too favee 2 bite, or families woul,
comtinue to live 1 small quariers, but wiil
take all that they can sithoutr defeating their
own purpose. D has the flow of money will be
stimulated and both tenants and fandlords will
he singing “happy davs are here agan”

The troubie is, too much of this money & go-
ing for prvilege, and privilege dossa't produce,
it merely allows labor o produce, and then takes
away frowm lghor all that it dares. The laborer
i no betrer off than he was before,  boience and
tervention have made it possible for the worker
to produce more wealth with the same amount
of enerey than he ever did before, but he gers
less.  HMis cave ancestor dida't have very muoch
i the shape of woridi

fy wenlt, comparatively
speaking, but he had @/ that he produced. When
one of his fellows came atong and demanded part
of his arrows fov rent, be biv the wopudent fel-
ar—ur whate rave ancestors did
when such idiotic ;df"h were propased. 1 ihe
cave man found a new s ke
arvrow s Gr K‘i [FELEINERce ]‘,("
proe he mawners of l
i Elil!mf

aand sa ¥ osee vou
vear than vou used 4l :
¢ all vou make above the ;3!1;§!§':<'<‘ ih;ii
accustomed o keep. Uhthersise
1o get our of tha b b
Lkonmw, and take vonr family with you”

y??%l are
o will have

s T oy

Washington landiords have the rage of
iheir cave ancestors. They know thar vou ¢
zep ofF of their land withowt getting on some
ane else’s,




