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- A radio star recently revived an old literary
character, the  Haron Bfunchausen. Both the
uriginal and his modern imitator endeavored to
atmiwe and astoniish their audiences by exagzera~
ﬁnz-z and the extravagant use. of larpe numbers.
if the purpose of the President and the members
of the Sevency-fourth Congress is to astouish us
with their talk of l)illions, they have certainly
succeeded, and the picture of these duly elected
representarives of this great Republic appropriat-
ing bitlions of dollars to aid millions of able
‘odied men and women, adding to an already
enormous national debt, piling Pelion on Ossa as
naively as children playing with blocks—all this
weould be fuighly amusing if we, the represented,
didn’t have to pay the piper. ' Heretofore, only
astronomners were supposed to use numbers oo
big for the laymen to grasp, now it is the men
who control the purse sivings of the nation. It is
becoming a little too personal for comfort.

Trving to follow and comprebend the chang-
ing attitude of the President toward the unbal-
siced budget; striving to understand the nature
of 2 povernment that has assumed the duties and
functions of a united charities; attempting to
visgalize z situation where wealth is forcibly
taken from the producers and dispensed among
the non-producers and a growing horde of public
afficials, 15 utterly bewildering,

The most astounding thing about the whole
performance is the mental attitude of millions of
people who believe that it is the duty of the gov-
ernment o give them bread, and even cake, and
the government’s unquestioning acceptance of
this strange idea. Qur Dboasted American pride
and independence has gone by the board. The
pension idea used to be a racket, Now it is a

national disease. What is basiczlly wrong behind .

so much of the proposed legisladion, back of most
of the demands of the labor unions?

There is no reason why any government, local,
state or Federal should h;.aomt., an instifution of
charity ; and that is exactly what it does become
awhen it provides a hving for the unemployed by
"means of pensions, cash deles, public works insti-

ruted for the express”purpose of providing jobs,
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or through any other form of public sid. The
whole ‘thirg has hecome so enormous that mast
people,  ner being very imaginative, are unabl
visualize the frus state of affairs. 'Ihey have imt
their sense of proporiion..

When a raan who is able to work aske for helz
he admits one of three things: that he i lazy;
that he is mensally z’nmmz)etent, or that he 18
prevented from working by somie mdividual or

Fn

by the unjust laws of orpanized societv. The
problems of the lazy and the mentaily deficient

belong to the disciplinarian and to-the physician. -
Cur problem is to discover and to’ remnve w
ever obstacle stands in his way and bhinde
from exercising his right to labor. Charity can
relieve individuzi :su?fering temipararily, but it
does nothing to correct the iAjustice that is the
cause of this pIoraé)Ic situatmn We want jus-
tice, not charity,

Tf it is true that mllhons of 1)cople are, m&d
always will be, incapable of managing thelr awn
affairs, the logical thing for ws to 4o = to
gradually retrace our steps down the siaivs, wp
which civilization has toiled through the centuries
with so much suffering and sacrifi down .
throvgh all the forms of fendalism back to
chattel slavery, back to our cave days and Ways
and men of little zods. If we are 1o hold fast
to all we have zained with so much pain and loss,
if we are to climb a little higher from the jungle
to the stars, we must rid our minds of some
medieval notions about human relation.

A mother hen scratches the ground to assist
her baby chicks. When they become smature
hens, they scrzich the ground for themselves,
‘Who ever saw a hen roosting in the sun with one
eye closed whils another hen cavcht werms for
her? It isn't dmlc. However, each chicken must
have equal access w the ground in order to
scratch for her own living. The word £y
has become a term of opprhl;rlum because men
shut hogs up in pens and give them o
supply of feod. Euch one, afraid that he
get his share, tries to crowd the others from the
trough. (o dewn South, or somewhers where
hogs are rnaning wild in the woods. You won't
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find any “hogegishness” among them, Kach one
has an »::quaii oppormﬂity to reot for himself, and
ront he does.
or crowding there, Hoggishness s no more a
natural charactersstic of hogs than it 5 of men,
bat deprive either of them of their natural riglits
16 p!‘{)duc‘v a lving. for themselves, and the
crowding will begin

Every bird, beast and fish ought to forage for

hirnsedf and not expect another to do it for him,
The sume thing applies to man. No man should
be obliged to work for another if he doesn’t want
to. Mo rmian should be obliged to employ another
1[ he doesn’t want to. Fmployers should be seek-
aber. not labor seeking employment.. The
present ;'aihmdz‘ of labor, especially noticeable in
the activities of rhe American Federation of
Labor, is the idea that employers must be forced
to pay ocertsin wages, to Hmit the number of
wnr!"i'w hours and days, to.contribute toward
nnvm; ovment and old age pensions. Yes, they

should ¢f their employees in any sense belong to
*h{*m, if the emplovers have any natural claim to

the bodies :mé souls of the men and women who
work {or thero—otherwise not.

T wo in America are freeborn, we have a right
to remain free. We have a right to labor on this
varth and o possess inviolate the product of cur
_labor, No power of government or guild should

comnpel s to-work for wages that do not satisfy
s nor 1o pay more for labor than is necessary
i a free labor market. When natural opportuni-
ties have become tied up so tightly that men can-
nor employ themselves as Robinson Crusoe did,

iobs become scarce and wages fall. That part .

of wages which .an employer pays above the
“oarket level &5 not wages, but charity.

. Fhers are millions of peopls secking work and
-rnfﬁgirm-—a of peovle needing the things that Iabor
produces. Human Isbor is the omiv thing that
van produce these wanted articles. Pumpkin pies
and parasels and rocking-chairs don'’t grow. all
over the place in spire of you Iike pusley. You

have <o work for them, bat how can you if some-
body else has possession of all the raw material ?
Farmers, erchardists and stockmen are not the
oniy ones whn use fand. We all use land, We
are land arimals and we couldn’t live without it.
we are feoced off from it, the opportunity to
i;sbur f!iz"uizﬁyha:s, jubs bécome scarce and we have
the absurd struation of some able-bodied men and
women fryitg to support themselves and feed
ions of other able-bodied men and women
“whea should be perfectly able to support them-
;:-:»'31\"-'»? ' '

Serentific farming and modernized factory
have made it possible to produce such
a puantity of food and other commodities that

i r should be able to produce what he
¢ is no such thing as all that a man

yvants, forrunately) however, he should be able.

Thers is no shoving or pushing

produced and giv m'v !' o

through handing on dis

to earn enough for his cwn comfort and some
besides for Girammpe and Gramma and Uncle
Jlm who lest his z:g’lt army 1 the H;mm sh-Amer-
ican War. Eh-rc 13 1o veason wiv aoybody—
blind, lame or. halt—sbould become z public
charge. Cariu;_{ tor the disabled and the born-
shorts should be strictly a private and personal
affair,

Billions of dollars have been spent by the gov-

ernmenst for relief during the pust few vears.

This year in his budget messaze, the President
recommended “that S4000,000,000 he appro-
priated by the Congress in one sumn, subject to
allocation by the cxecutive principally for *'riving
work to those unemploved on the relief reils.

In his message to Congress of January 4th,
President Roonsevels said: “We find our popula-
tion suffering from old wmegualities, Bitle changed
by past sporadic remedies. Ta spite of our offorts
and in spite of our talk, we have not wesded out
the gversprivileged and we have not effectively
lifted up the Uizd“”“;;h‘i’ 4 Both of these
mamfe&tafl(mw of injustice have vetarded happi-
ness.” Mo matter howe many billions these Baron
Munchausens wiring from  the and
spend for relief and vecovery, ! ary
well-being of the nation can never become 3.
actuality until there are no longer any over-
privileged or under-privifeged among us.

No man is vader any G?n,;_-'.ﬁ{'xz t: fuenish/”
anather man with 2 livelihood, but the sacial™.
group as a whele, a!.]. of us taken colleceively,
must stand by each other and see thar gvery man
has an epporfunisy to work for his o
If he is lazy and chooses to starvs
to labor, that is entively wnother
does not come within the
€COnOmy.

The rlght to Iife, hl)e]s‘ and the
happmcss st mean the ri; .
earth since all of the things HsE are s
from the natural mat that are 2 part of ¢

arials

earth’s surface, and we bave founid o our sorrow

that there can be listle happiness and
ment when poveriy and want stalk the fand,
h ihat B
o
g T
susity, Chariey shifis
g0t When e
L the comsmuani

SR

Taking some of the w
g

produce anythi
total of wealth i ¢
wealth but doesn’t ine

be just as poar
gets busy and
obvigus thing wou
bake their own biscuis.

No permaneni mm
come from spendin
jobs” for the unes
earth. is here, and
going to do about ir, u
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Sup ear minds to play fair and stop bombarding

Heaven with our bootless cries and playing the
baby act.

Until we stop the buymg and selhng and leas-
-zgr of land by individuals as if we, not God, had
ated it, we are Eoing to have depressions and
unemployment and relief rolls and tarnation, It
is most unforturiate that not a single voice is
raised in Washington 10 suggest any course that
will correct this basic injustice. ‘This cannot be
accomplished overnight, but it will never be done
unless we make a beginning.

GOCD ADVICE
In a letter to the Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
nomics, Dr. Charles J. Lavery of Aberdeen,
South Dakota, offered some Very good sugges-
tions.
“The writer is a real ‘Dirt Farmer,” owns and
operates 530 acres of good farm land. He believes

_that farmers, both owners and tenents, and Labor

generally, would be helped more by shifting taxes
from.goods and services, to land values than by
any other form of legislation that has been, or

_can be devised. Congress alone, can perform that

wch needed adjustment,

S¥ A nation-wide survey of land values and the
ownership thereof would be the most useful piece
of research work that any department of govérn-
ment could now engage in for.the public good.
Land monopoly is the daddv of all monopolies.”

3 ~ PRICES ‘
The monthly bulletin of the National City

. Bank of New York says there is a better relation-

ship between prices of finished goods and prices
of raw materials than there was last spring.
“The chief requirement for the free pmducdon
and consumption of goods of every day use is that
they can be priced, allowing for costs and profit,
to accord with the ability of consumers to pay.
TT'lqmctmnablv a principal cause of the dis-
runtion of trade has biéen the disparity that devel-
opad between the prices of finished poods and
thase of raw materials, among which the farm
products are meost important, in view of the
exient of the farm market. Until the drouth
hacame a factor on the farm side little progress
was made toward overcoming this disparity, the
M.R.A. raising goods prices as fast as the AAA.
raised farm prices. But since last Spring the
«pvead has been closing rapidly.”
This ‘“spread” can never close as it should
while so many taxes intervene between the pro-
wers of raw materials and consumers of finished
groducts. BMaterials are taxed while they are inn
the hands of the farmers, they are taxed when
i+ the hands of manufacturers, wholesalers and
vetailers, and as the goods pass from hand to

. and profits that went before.

i, each additional tax mmst be figured on the. |

whole preceeding sum, which includes all taxes
This pyramiding
of taxes causes » wide gap Detween the price thar
the farmer received for hides or besf or cotton
and the price paid by consumers for shoes aad

steaks and calico.

Taxes on labor products always retard trade
because no one benefits by those inflated prices——
not even the tax gatherer in this counsry.

RECOVERY

The American Federation of Labor reported
in its annual revicw that the nation moved un-
evenly forward toward recovery during the past
year. According to the Federation, thers are now .
11,000,000 unemployed, an incrsase of 429,008
over 1933, “The average worker’s standard of
living was below that of 1933 because his veariy
wage increased only 6.7 per cent while food rose
11.3 per cent and clothing and house furnishings
15.3 per cent;

“The average worker's income of %313 was
43 per cent below the minimum necessary $o sup-
port a family of five in health and decency.”
The report stated that President Roosevelt’s pro-
posed $4,000,000,000 works program offers the -
only hope of new jobs in 1935. "T'he President
gave 5,000,000 as the number of unemploved.
To the man who can’t get a job, perbaps |
doesn’t matter much whether he is one of 500
000 or cne of 11,000,000. Mesnwhile, this is
the same countly it was when the Pilgrims
landed and then everybody had a job and thers
weren't any millionaires or paupers or land
speculators. 4

RATIONAL TAXES

Prof. Alfred G. Buehler of the Univermity
of Vermont, writing in The Tax Digest, zays:
“If American taxes were purely rational, they
might all be administered by the federal govern-
ment. ‘The nation might even go so far a5 to
rely exclusively upon a single system of personal

income taxes ad]u‘;te& to ability to pay according

to the most modern standards, with complets ex-
emption of a minimum of subsistence and the
proper scale of progressive rates. But goveri-
ments still require diversified revenues-and no
single tax is adequate. ‘T'ax systems are =not
founded upon any one principle; they mclude

‘both logical and illogical revenues; they :urc the

outgrowth of evolution rather than the product
of purely raticnal action.”

Professor Buehler is somewhat confused i1 his
ideas ‘on taxation, but he is groping in the nght
direction when he suggests that if our taxes
wwere rational, which they certainly are not, they
would be greatly simplified, even to the extent
of becoming one tax administered by the federal
government. :
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THE GOVERNOR SPEAKS

Gaovernor Merriam of California is in an un-
enviable position. He must realize that many of
the votes that put him in office were not votes
for him, but votes against Upton Sinclair. . Tf
that thought can act as an incentive and prompt
him o greater endeavors, so much the better, for
his task Is not an casy one.

In his inaugural address to the Fifty-first

llssmﬁsiv CGovernor Merriam laid a splendid
for constructive legislation—if he
v it We muat not come here,” said
vr Merriam, “as Republicans or as Demo-
i renresentatives of any political party,
Cnlifornians—charged with the responsi-
inlity and inspired by the opportunity to serve
our people and our State. . .

“The next three or four months will mark an
epnch in Czlifornia’s history. It is your oppor-
tunity, 2ad miae, to labor so diligently, to attain
reslts so effectively, to serve so faithfully, that
this enoc]

w muilestone ta the progress and in the develop-
cment of good zovermment. | . .

“Before we :hall attain complete balance,
bowever, we must eliminate the evils which
aygravated, and which, in fact, contributed to
the collapse of the old economic order from which
we now are emerging.”

- With a deficit of $30,000,000 which may
grow to $100,000,000 during the next biennial
period, it will take more than wishing to get us
out of the hole. V& quote from the Governor's
address because it forms an excellent background
for lepislative measures that would start us
definitely o0 the upward path. “In this era of
unprecedentad dislocation of ordinary economic
forces, the people have been required by necessity
to look to national, State and local government
for a co-ordination and the effective use of all
their resources. . . .

“California is a fertile and a fruitful land.
Our natural resources are abundant, and suffi-
cient for many generations to o me if wisely
utilized and properly conserved. As a people,
we are industrious, progressive and enlightened.
QOur public and private institutions are sound.
Ohir well being is assured as long as we act for

i _ghiud shall hereafter be regarded as .

s weith an understanding of

What move need be said? (3
The clouds wili begin ta i
and the F !ff_j’-- T .&%ﬁ-(‘.n!l,]_y’
attention on ways and n
abundant natural resources av:
dustrious, progrzssive and (-nhgm
From the serrated skyline of e i
desert dust and tawny beach, this s
the raw materials from which we
almost anything that ‘takes our fanq A
selves, constitute the labor element, how absurd
that bemg here we can’t turn these materials into
the things that we want and need, but as In
these natural resources are monopolized,
the children of Adam are going to come off shor
They can build.houses, but they can’t build Tots
to put them ol :

> work
so hard dlggmg gold out of the gmumz; 3od
might just as well ‘have finished the jobs and
scattered it around over the landscaps |
shape of gold coins, but that wouldrn't do v
zoad if you dide't own any of the |
Huppose Geod had put another cup of
another piece of pie on every i
in California. If you didn’t ows
you'd be right where you are now,
If you wanted to buy any zold cover
pie-and-coffee rocks, child, you'd pay far i .m}
That's the way we play the game 10w, "ﬁ te]E
you what a wonderful soil, climate as

thing else God put here, but we won’t
even look at it unless you pay for the
It’s dangerous to stand in the muddle
street; if you hang around our. pabiic pa:
long, we'll run you in for vagrancy;
rest of the land is privately owned.

Absurd? Of course it is, and all the fand
owners, actual and potential, are ¢ ‘
everything in their power to keep r
and Ieglsiators from collecting wny ¢
value to help balance that poor budses. ?s? ai
his address, Governor Marriam 5
this historic State Capitel you «
ent representatives of the peopls, to wham al
you owe your allegiance and your dusy.

ks 1o

“Let no special interest, no selfish pleadsr pe
secret influence intrude.”

This- is ‘excellent advice, bur
honest and disinterested our Jnw
cannot “eliminate the evils which
which, in fact, contributed to tis
old economic order” when the
legislators and the genersl publ:
rant of the nature of the cvil rha:
ness depressions and causes homes
people to go hungry and houzels:
of plenty.

{all the-




