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DINNER IS SERVE

In !li‘« delirhtful little book, “An Inland
Yovage,” Ruobert Louis i‘attvmwn relates an ex-
perience that lhustrates, admirably, one of the
principal ressons why those who live in the
House of Have are so indifferent to the study
of social problems and to the need of cconomic
readjustments; and why those who share the
crumbs from Lazarus’ wable lend such willing
ears to the alluring promises of the Communists.
For it 15 a fact that those whe dine well are not
o greatly troubied by other men’s empty cup-

iards,  Charity workers say that the rich and
tear-rich do net give in proportion to ther
means as do those who are closer to the poor.

"Winancial distress, want and privation, have
grown to such proportions that the thing has
become dramatic, spectacular. It has become so
obyvious that no one can feign ignorance of the
ugly facts. Ilire poverty, however, s not 2 new
thing, born of the present depression. It was
with us during our halcyon days when the goose
hung high, but you business men, big and little;
vt of the arts and professions—you were so in-
tent UPOIl ¥Our own pursuits, you had not time
to study economic questions.  You were scarcely
aware that there were any social problems, at
feast they were na concerss of yours—so you
thought. When a ship founders, she carries
dowiz good men and true, as well as any sinners
who may be aboard, That iso’t a bad thing to
remember, for It is equally true of the ship of
state,

‘We heard one man say, after he had built his
pew suburban bome a few years before the de-
pression engulfed us, “Some of the men I met
wanted me to join their cvic organization, but
i iaa ven't ime. My business needs all my atten-
vton.”  Cne might think from this indifference
[ ﬂlc welfare of the community and to the
poverty of millions of people throughout the

srid, that these more prosperous individuals

¢ tno steny-hearted to be touched by the suf-
ferings of others. This is not true. These people

homes and “blighted lives of the destitute to
appreciate the situation.

They hear stories and.

desunptlonc of poverty. huat rhe Words mmean fttly
unless the listener has a te}:y hvs - imagination
—-and mest peopie haven's,” 1

“That’s a sharae, but T don't see what [ can
do about it,” 15 the usual attitude of those who
are sure of tomorrow’s bread. © No, there sn't
much that any jodividual can’do to rehieve the'
sitnation immediately, but,-as Brother MoCand-
iess savs, Rome wasa'c buils in a day, but it was
started in & day. I the study of secial problems
had been begua, even a few gvm’ratimzs agG, as
an accepted and recoonized duty of every citizen,
much might have been done to- Avum this present
deplorable conditior.

At Pontsur-nambre, Rr}hertlg,mzi&e Stevenson
and his companion, wham he f’za(*mus - called:

- the Cigareite, stopped for a night's lszdgmg ar

small alehouse.  Their supper was poor enouzh,
but it was quitc .a banquét ' compared to the
frugal fare set befors two weary laborers whio
supped at the same table.” To Stevenson and his
companion, the situation wWas cmbal m\smg )
“We were displeased snough with gur fare
he writes. “Particularly the C;é{mréff;‘ s for Tomed
to make believe that I was amwsed with the ad-
venture, tough beefstesk and all: According to
the Lucwtmn maxim, cur stesk should have
been flavoured by the look of the weher p{rsps{’s‘
bread-berry; bui-we Hd nat find it s in prac
tice. You may Lave 2 head knowledge that aother
people live more poorly than yourself, but i i
not agreeable—I was’ <>'01ng to say, It s against

the etiquette of the universe—to sit at the same

table and pick vour own superior. dist from
among their crusts. I had: not seen such a thing
done since the "re:,dy boy at schonF with Tus
birthday cake. . -
“There is no doubr that the poorer classes in
our country are much more charitably disposed
than their superiors in weanlth, And | fancy it
must atise @ great deal from the comparative
indistinction of the easy and the not so easy in
these ranks. A workman or-2 peddier cannot
shutter himself off from "his less comiortable
neighbors. If he treais hipiself to m luxury, he
must do it:in the faece of 2 dozen whe cannor,
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And what sheuld more dicectly lead te chari-
table thoughts? . . . Thus the poor man; camp-
ing out in life, sees it as it is, and knows that
every mﬂuthful he puts in his beily has been
wrenched out of the fingers of the hungry.

YBut at a certain siage of prosperity, as ina
hallonn  ascent, the {fortunate person  passes
through a zone of clouds, and wubluilal} matiers
are thence-forward hidden from his view. He
sees nothing but the heavenly bodies, ali in ad-
mirable m{!c and positively as gond as new. He
finds hitnself surrousded o the most touching
manner by the atteations of Providence, and
compares himself ieoluntarity with the lilies
and the skylarks, He does not precisely sing, of
course s hut he Tooks so unassuming in his open
Landaul  If all the world dined at one table,
this philosophy would meet with some rude
fnocks.”

CEF oevery wellhoused, swell-fed citizen had to
cat one meal cach day at the same table where an
undernourished man, woman or child alse sat
md picked Bis crusts, would cur eirizens be so
complacent, so indifferent to social s so satis-
fied that Thu had done their duty when they had
contributed to the Commuimty Chest or spon-
sorved some pet chacriy? Noo Americans are not
s0 caflous.

Charity, whether i¢ be the Community Chest,
the Public Works Administration, pensions or
private almsgivie . alieviates, somewhai, the dis-

of the poor; but so far as the general eco-
nomnic siteation s 4.“,()”(’.(31‘1}{.*('1, such procedure can
serve but one purpose—ta keep the downtrodden
gquict, There was no Community Chest, no pub-
Jie relief fund, and precious little private charity
i France in the esighteenth century. We know
what happened there when oppression could be
borne no loager.

Are you patriots, who like butter on ¥our
bread, and who enjoy club luncheons and bridge
teas—are you surprised- that hungry men listen
to the promises of Cowmmunists or espouse the
‘cause of Socialism?  Vou needn’t be. You have
done. nothing to solve their problem or to make
it possible for themto enjoy that economic free-
dose that is their right—guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of the United States” chat yvou defend
$0 feverishiy to confirm vour bna«,tei American-
ista.

Mun is the most ;adaptahl{' of all living crea-
tures. ile need not confing his habitat to any
sarticular zone, A colder climate is no bar. i
his swn skin s not sufficient, he borrows Mr.
Bear's or Mr. Buffalos. If the land is arid, he
builds Beulder Dams and aqueducts, and other-
wise impmws an’ ndture to his own satisfaction.

The earth is productive encugh for all his needs,
and it is -Ltf;;e,ennug_h to support in comfort aH
the people that dre likely to want its use at the
smme i,

-
&

Then why are our dinner tables

bare? Why have some such enormous purchas-
ing power that they could feed a whele city,
while other men can’t afford to feed their own
small families?

We have allowed natural resources—ininerals,
oil, water power, arable land, <ity lots—to pass
into the hands of a few. “They may hold
not only such land as they can develop with their
own labor, which is as it should be, bur ¢hey may
hold this and much more.  This extra portion
they hold idle for spe lative purposes or lease or
sell to others as if they had produced that par-
ticular portion of the earth’s surface with their
own labor, thereby establishing an exclusive and
natural right o the rent thereof,

We have a large number of piotessional archi-
tects i America, and vou can't leok at the pubhic
buildings and homres in our larger cities and
say that we haven't tried just about every type
of architecture known to man-—and Invented
some of vur own,  With this long period of ex-
perimentation behind us, our cities, by this time,
ought to be evolvi

dng into dream cities of beauty
and comiort, almost like Camelot, buils wo musie,
Yet, what do we see even on our Broadways
and Stdtf‘ Streets and Marker Streets? You iml"
at ir, we're sick of looking. |

o our office buildings, zre architects in d\
spair because no one calls for the carefully
planned blue piints. Building trades mark time
or go bankrupt, and the same tlung appliss to
dealers in home or office furaiture.  Meanwwhile,
men tramp the streets i search of jobs, or resign
themselves to the inevitable and accept with in-
creasing willingness the shame of the dole and
the crusts of charity,

As long as these valuable sizes are held for
speculation. they will be a disgrace to our urban
life and modern planaing, men will be deprived
of work, and industry will struggle to mest the
tax collector and dodge the sherifi.  And who
are the peaple that are affected by this land pel-
icy? Every one of us.

For some reason, the majority of people have
not developed 2 socizl conscence. It is probahly
just as Stevenson savs, the whole world doest’s
cat at the same table, and those who are well-fed
are not acutely aware of those whe ge hungrr

Every man, unless he lives on a desert island
and has no communication with the mainland,
has two ablizatons. 1n the first place, he muse
provide for ldmself and his family. 1o the sec-
ond place. as a member of society, all sconomic
and social problems are his problems. They
should not be delegated to any group of '\n'm».-
ciuns or statesmen and then be dgnored by
individual  cittzen,
problems, and vou must do your bit to solve
them, you musi help the disinherited of the
earth to come mnto their own., Don’t wait uasil
your business has failed before looking for an

These problems are votte
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answer. Start now while you're Psitting preity.”
If von wait uniil you are in the bread Iine, you
may, in desperation, turn Communist, yourself,

The guestion naturally arises, where can 1
go for Instruction in political economy? Go any-
where where the subject is taught, We, of the
Tax Reliel Association, den’t agree with the
doctrines expounded in the colleges and univer-
sities. That's all nght, neither do you agrec with
us. The main reason that these teachers of evon-
omics have been able to keep false doctrines alive
so fong is the fact that only a very small group of
students ever pay any attention to them or kuow
what they arc.  As handled in our schools, this
jolly Nitde subject s, indeed, a dismal science.
You wide awake business men get in there and
challenge them to Jdo their best. Vou'll soon find
out what's wrong—and so will they

A man, ralking 1o a conference group of high
school English teachers, once said, “Teil the
parents e cavourage the child o read.  Don't
try to force anvehing on him because you think
he ought o read it, not even the child classics

Toct him read what appeals to him—dime novels

if he Dikes them, anything that isn’t vicious, The
‘dea i to encourage him te form the habit of
cading, Hell soon work up to the point where
sis growing taste will require better and betrer
reading matter.”

That's noi a bad idea. Form the habit of

studving and discussing social problems.  Some
truth iz bound o come to the surface if the in-
terest is general and widespread, The renets of
bm_mh\u and Communism will go down like
false knights before your lance, and the poor,
tncomprehensible sublect of political sconomy as
it 0w appears in our classrooms will disappear
fgrever. Best of all, we can have done with
“Dreals,” new gr old, and build for true and per-
mANent prosperiy.

This poverty, with all its terrors, 15 as sense-
fess as it is tragic. S0 abundantly has God sup-
phied the raw materials for cur wants, that when
He finished the creation of our fruitful carth and
looked upon it and found it good, He might
have dreamed, prophetically, of the time when
men would turin these things to goed account,
would take the fruits and grains and ser forth
a banguet table where the whele world might
dine well, even sumptuously, where none were
forced to skulk ar the gate, begging alms, and
none would sit dowe to the agony of an empty
board and the pleading faces of hungry children.
With this vision before Him, and the Lu{m ledge
that He had provided bountifully for the occa-
ipry, He might have proclaimed a real Thanks-
eivipg and said, “ By children, dioner 15 served.”

TPhe best way for us to keep ont of war 1s for U. 8,
bagkers v lend both sides a billion dollars—Fan dn-
tenig Hwewing N ews.

ONE SOLUTHON

If we are noe going to make any fundmpental |
changes in our fax system and pur it on a sa-
entific basis, but contimue to muddie along with
ever more and heavier taxes, mavbe we'd better
Herge Our tax p'robit‘m with our crime problem
as tht) have done in one part of China, A news
story an the Los Angeles Times suggests o novel
way of handling the situation, and one that might
result in greatly increased revenue,

“Foochow (China)—Bandits, ence the scourge
of this part of China, but now allegediy reforined
and incorporated into the orovincial military, are
being pur to 2 new use, that of collecang the
taxes.  The newly appointed revenue collectars
are showing grear aptitude for their new jobs,
!;vmw far larger amounts than their predeces-
= dszd 1 general proving themselves a suce
5

If the bandic tax collectors appropriaced the
funds ro their own uses, instead of rwrmng them.
in to the public funds, they would be, in a mao-
ner, following the method of the land pwaer who
keeps for himself the rents from his lands which
really b{‘].um_{ 1o the people.  However, one plan
is legal, and the other o't

Insurance Acts ‘
An estimate that the State and Federal un-
employment insurance acts enacted at the 19353
sessionts of the Legidature and Congress will
cast Califormia workers and employers about
$160,000.000 in 1938 and $400,000,000 in 1949
was made zoday by Controller REiley,
The Controlier’s ﬁ“‘&u‘i‘s, based on present pav
rolls, anticipate that by 1938 a tetal of 4 p
cent will be collccted from all payv rolls and IO
per cent by 1949 under the staggered percentage
of the two acts.—FLer dngeles Times,

{hur Dehicit
The Treasury has issued a statement puatring
the deficiv at $1,0074537,156 through October
1. On the same date last year, the deficit was
placed at $687.211,671. At the present rate,
the government is operating at a loss of $9.508 -
000 a day.

Democracy

Democracy is not a static thing. It 8 an ever-
lasting warch. When our children grow up t};cy
Vul] still have problems o overcome, 1t & for
however, manfully fo ser ourselves to the
task of preparation for them so that o some de-
gree the difficulties they must overcome may

weizh an thern less heavily,

F am cenfident that the people of ihe nation;
having pat their shoulder to the wheel, will
build a better future for the childves of the davs
to come,

m-—Pn?\I«‘sIUE:: v Roosuveor.
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Subseription per vear 5O rents
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LAND VALUES

The Bulietin of the National Econemy League,
Westernn Pemnsvivania, quotes Trom a radin ad-
dress of Mr. Crimmins, President of the Red-
wood (Minn) County Taxpayers’ Association:
"Fourteen vears ago, the value of farm DIOpPErty
in the United States was estimated to he ap-
proximately 80 billions, Today it &5 about 40
billions, or a shrinkage of about 30 per cent in
fourteen years. Shrinkage of 50 per cent in real
estate value 1s measured by the deadly parallel of
a 350 per cent increase in the rate of faxation
during the same time.”

Tt is net necessary to know the exact rental
value of this farm land fo know that if the rent
hiad beer collected by government, and no other
tax tmposed, when the walue shrank, the tax
would have been Iower, for the very simple rea-
son that the rent and the tax would have been
identical.

The same thing would be true of urban land.
Aanv people who bought lots during the specu-
lative fever a few wvears age, complain thar the
Tand was assessed when it was of greater value
thar it is today, and consequently, the taxes are

not pmnnrtionate to 1ts present value.  The con-

fusion arises, naturally, from our fatlure to dis-
tinguish between veal and speculative land value,
During our boom davs in California, some who
hoped to hold up future comers for mi} sums of
uniearned Increment, paid enormous prices for
business lots on our beautiful highwavs and i
numersus subdivisions,  Came the depression,
and the influx of ‘mpnlaﬁ'on slackened, The lots,
mstead of bemyg gold mines, becanie a drug on
the market and were loft to the mustard and
wild oats.  FThe chipmunks lave it

The bzfled “investors’ mourn because they
“ean’t wet out of their Iots what they put into
them,” #nd secondly, hecause they must continue
to pay taxes on real estate that has dwindled in
value. What value? FLand. under our present
policy, has two valaes, its real value and its specu-
Iative value. The real value is determined by
what anvoane can “zet out of it,” or produce on
ir by the ;appllmfmn of labor, above «what he
eould produce oo the best free land with the
same exertion. Whether he intends to plant let-
tuce or manufacture tools or sell cold cream
doeso’t matter.  The nature of his business is

immaterial, how much of what he produces is he

willing to give for the privilege of doing so on
that particular site?

If he is to have the exchiusive right to produce
his goods on that spot, it means thar the other
members of the i all of them—are
excluded, and must E?(’ COIng easated for giv Ny uR
their claim to the land. I.and, noer having been
produced by individuals, cannot becorse the
property of individuals as can labor products
We treat it as though it could, and therein les
our frouble.

The demand for land In any community fixes
its value, and f a0 one holds more Tand than he
can use with his own labor, there will be plenty
avaliable for all. The rental value, undouhtedly,
would be lower than it Is now. WWhatever Itz
amount, it would represent the troe value of the
land, and if paid into the public treasury o de-
fray the costs of government, the taxation of
personal property and the products of industry
would be uinnccessary. We are assuming that the
opportunity for labor would be vastly increased.
and four billion dollar charty funds would be
Unnecessary.

What of the speculative value? Well, what
is a poker chip worth? Tt too, has two values”
To the manufacturer, it & worth whatever 3
cost to produce it. To the gambler, 1t is worth'
any value that those at the gaming table agrec
to give it, 2 value that has nothing whatever o
de with the cost of production, In the case of
land, there is no cost of preduction, and the real
value, determined by what can be produced on 3t
merges inte a value determined by what the
owner thinks semeone will give for it in the
future when the population has increased.

Cine land COMPAny Lad the =# i"i}i‘t{“f; to adver-
tise business lots for $3300 that had sold, not so
long ago, tor $7000. You have to cut your own
weeds, these arve business lots. "This decrease in
price does not conform to the idea that groweh in
population means morease 1n land valge. The
populatien in Loz Angeles has been increasing
even during these depression vesrs.  There are
motre peeple here now than there were during
the boom davs when these lots sold for $7000.
That two people need more land than one, s -
deniable. There is more actual demand for Iz
m Los Angeles today than there ever was hefors,
buf the reaitnrs are finding 1t difhende 1o stimma-
late the market because people haven't the pur-
chasing power of pre-depression days, and they
aren’t playing.’”’

If vou will consider for a moment, you will
see that a land value tax 5 nof 2 wax on land..
but just what 1f savs, 2 tax en the value of land
To be more explicit, the tax 15 the economic rent
and would rise or fall autematically with the
growth or shifting of population. There could
not possibly be any complaint that the tax was
not proportionaic to the value of the land.




