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and closes the ‘iz:c o the li tle
paper, the ial  reasore] of  financial
support.  In taking leave, 1t may be well o sam
up the main points that Tax Facts has eried to
cover, and, if possible, 1o suggest a basic principle
that may serve as s foundaiion on which o lay
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the plans for dealing with sur social problems.

We are confronted with s many perplexing
questions, and are offered such 2 muliitude of
sidely differing  answers, the average atizen
either seizes upon the one that appeals to him
most foroibly and clings w10 renaciously, or he
views the kaleidoscone of pana and throw
up his hands in despair. And the man swho taiks
most vociferously in behalf of a particular palit-
ieal party or econamie plan, is usually confusing
the path with the goal.  Secialism, old age pen-
siong, the land value tax, and all other s Ei{*m{’w
and sms ave merely mezns to oan end. T
whole question 15, will any of them accn
their purpese?

Wet and cold and shivermg, an sscaped con-
vict, lying in a sodden cornfield in the raw
March wind, vowed the thought thar has stirred
the human race to action since time began, the
shought that has lighted 13e'z'!§'1d:'e of revolu-
tion, and that has sent patriots to the dungeon
and to the stake, the thing that men have foug
and dizd for.  “Freedom 1z the sweetest thing
marn can konow.”  That s our real objective
frecdom—ipe al, polivical, TGS, ECOROTHE
freedom. Hew are we going to get ¥
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and women are deprived of the ﬂnpiniumfa "
employ themeelves or to be craploved at noermal,
productive labor,  The ds of privileze have

sen and have born the Trult of musery and
ot and privation,  This 3 our harvest maoon.

Westerday, rwo intelligent young women on
the debuting team of a Midwestern college, were
interviewed by their instructor to give the radio
sudience a glimpse of what s passing 1n the
minds of the moere thoughtful moders youth
a debaring tearn, they had traveled over con-
siderable c;:mm and were impressed with the
signs of abject poversy n such ologe Mty

“hre the vourh of today thinking?” asked
theirr Professor,
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“Yes " vesponded one of the voung
“We have ts because yvour generation didn'n”
The interview might be summmed up scinething
Bice ¢his:
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older generation 1 *ﬁi\‘i‘ti and  has
&i)(}li? Sil("ii (:“C()HUFIH.V £ ‘zi}\ IE] it

T -l
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to begin living.

the time for buiid'ng dreams and [ plans
to he consummated i matueer ¥ Ve have
robbed these woung people of the opportonity
to develop ideals in the present, as well as 1o
Vve aormal, contented lives in the future. It
sounds like something that isn't so.  These wwo

young women certaindy are thinking, and if there
are many ke them among our college students,
theve may ver be hope for the human race.

This stery 15 taken from Booker T, Washine.
ton's book, “Up From Slavery™:

YA ship lost at sea for many days suddenly
stghted o friendly vessell From the mast of the
unfortundte vessel was seen a signal, “Water,
water; we die of thirst!” The answer from the
friendly vessel at once came back, 'Cast down
vour bucker where vou are” A second mhme the
signal, “Water, water; send us water! ran up
from the distressed and was answered.,
Last down your bucket where vou are)  And
third and fourth sional for water swas an-
vhere vou are
I, ar last heed-
bucket, and it
- frean the
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demonstrating the full o of the lever
raising the world was the fact thar he couldn
find anvihing t(é stand on while he did e,

iress 1o the Young Demcoratic Clghb
President Roosevelt defined vouih’s
shjective as: “An epportinity to make an hon-
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It YOU Drow f}[ der;
want and sufler
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tiw finee things of life——good health, clean amuse-
ment ancd a part in che Factions of the a
il =nees and religlon,
Iv. Roosevelt went on to
wrswers are not the vipht

land and refused
lege of §éviz|;‘1 on

U not owi anv
the pii
veu

A

mnu‘?‘cei Avrch 5i“£w"!é\ It:

tn his
of Barviand,

£

1 with

of
and thar

that
ATSWETS,

say

MAany

the

for the next few mounihs “vou are going w be
thoroughly bored by so-calied answers.” 1o
Hlustrate, he 4 a four-point prapgram picked
at random from ons of the newspape iake
the umjurit'“ r}i such programs, it confined iself
to the discussion of the mopetary undt, of gold
and credit and putti 1;5 Federal finances in order.
Mot gne word did it say about any methed that
ight restave, him,m'u gradually, w use of idie
land o idle people.
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“You have a right,” President Roosevelt said,
“to expect that those in au thonty will de ever
thing within their power to help vestore condi-
tions that make emplovment and opportunity
possible.”  The President and an  increasing
sumber  of pm}pfﬂ are beginning to feel that
there 2 some significance i the fact that our
frontier is gone. (Gone where?  What 18 a fran-
tier, or rather what is the important thing abous
a frontier that opens up opportunities for those
who have been crowded our of more populous
cf‘nw ?

The fronters were nor merely a glorified mix-
rure of coonskin caps,  Jess Ll‘m“sﬁ PG
ponies and hittle-glls- all-dressed -in- -biue, as the
radio hillbillies would have us think, T he {m-
pta‘?{lhf and distinguishing feature of our border-
Fand, wherever s location, was the free or ver
cheap land. The grit and determination of the
moneers was mosi commendable, bur £ would
have availed chem no more in 18 3{; than it would
in 1936 i Jand had i as costlv then as &t

1% now,

1es

But the situanon s not
the land is siill here, and much of i, even valua-
ble urbase 1, s still wnused and waiting, Some
of i, like the Trust Bowl i somewhat Ellf WOTEE

for wear.  On the other hand, the nvention of
machinery and the science of agriculture have
made 11 possible o produc e on farms and
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mare critical, Pemper
voutlis wou statesmen u?ld peliticians wha
chance to
Livee—cast dowwn your hucket where vou are!
Stop talking ahout w;” 'mfi credit and inflation
acyd l'ii*‘"‘ill]dl!{}!l, Talk about land and hiow
i‘]ii seovouny people are to vegain theiv Jost heni-

celo
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of
would answer the ory of vouth for a

rfi‘h-:f perind of geographical pioneering,” &
the President, 15 largely finished.  Bag, mve
triends, the period of s pioneering is only at
its beginning.”  If this *social pioneering” &
carried on in the sight divection, modera youth
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witl not be locking for backwoods localivies
where they can bm]d roads and Jear off stumps,
they will be developing town lots, building
homes, conducting enterprising business houses
and i other ways assuming their proper place
woa busy workaday world,  More land in ouse
will mean more Jobs, better pav, and a higher
standard of lving for all Amevicans.

) i

And what of taxes?  We seerm to have 1a
as our texi the hirst verse of the second chaprer
of Luke. Tt has become almost z fad or a
fashion for the “tax experes” and others inter
ested in the subject to delve into the records and
come up with figures that ouglt to astonish
Mir, Average Citizen and jog him our of his in-
difference to the subject of political econeny.
From the new Fedeval tax hill thar has just
gone tn the House, to the comparagvelv recent
business tax that has been nwposed on Los An-
zeles bustaessmen, the “four horsemen.” as Fred
W, Merrill, agricultural journal editor, calls
the Federal, State, cownty and city forms of
government, arc ¢xacting a "h{favitz‘ and heavier
il from lzbor and industry
v, BMerrill’s speech to Thr: executive oot~
mattter of the California Consumers’ Conference
9% wited some of the facts that are claiming the
tenition of more and mere people.  We are all
ramiliar with direct taxation, sy iholized by the
formal tax DIl from the assessor’s office. “Bur,”
sail My, Meenll, “there 5 an immense sum
taken annually from every citizen through forms
of invistble taxation. This tvpe of wax is sub-
mevged in the cost of the article obtained by the
‘ultfnwte corwurner.  1he manufactarer, grower,
shipper, wholesaler and retatler, all muse con-
sider their own taves and these coses must be
represented o othe final price pad by the pur-
chaser, taxes on bread, alone, represent ar
least two cants of the price paid be the house
whe buys i for the family wable”  In some
ances, Mr. Mercili said, theeedifihs of the
of an ardcle sepresents taxation, leaving
two-fifths of the purchase price w be divided a3
profits and production costs. Furthermo the
cost of collecting a specific form of raxation is
sometimes greater than the mount of revenue
derived by the government.
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Une smight 2o on almost indefnitely, gquoting
BEgures to show how much of a mas Tneome
finds fis way each year, by devious routes, into
the public treasury. The four horsemen have al-
most reached the Hmit of tings o rax.  They
il have o bezin 1o b acktrack, increasing as
they go the taxes already levied,

L(m month, an edit fsfm,l it the Los Angeies
wer mande the stazement tiat “if every ranch
478 farm had been shut down completely during
1935, and ar the same time the citizens of gh{-,
State could have had a complete remission of
therr dax bill, they would have peofited $15.000,.

00 by the fransactinn - Agoenltural pro-
duction sold JO D00 st vear ; the rotal
tax Dill for FE50.000.0043.

S The somhbi-
nation of pl‘m‘ ‘Jmf ﬂmu he and

vould not w H‘dg«x_ s ,:mds LAY
v

sail stevibie
dam

age as ﬂm tax gatherer.

The value of vhe services rendered by gov-
ernment, for which these raxes are eollecred, i
all reflected in the value of land. Lots in towns
that mmaintain good fire and police departments,
fine schools and Dbraries, and s0 on, are much
more desirable than the same sized lots 0 towos
where such advantages are not available.,  Siau-
larly, farm acreage has a value aside from us
fertilicy that artaches ot by reason Uf it‘% prox-

they may be reached.  The g]i’ﬁ‘ﬁ{fn(.\v €)f pn;mlaw
aon with s demand for fand must necessarily
give valus to the land.

WWhat could be more natural than to recopnize
this value as belonging to 28}, as being the scien-
tific source of revenue for the group as a whele?
The incressing fax load on industry s un-
secessacy az it is burdensompne. You Congress-
men and tax commiissioners who are burping the
hi el { to find new producrs or
servicss to tax-—cast down your bucker where
vou arel There &5 0o need o look further than
to the ground beneath vour feet.  If the services
of government have created a value there, take
it o pay lor those services,  Keep in mind dhat
this & 2 tax on lond accordiog o its value, nov
s area. 1 the z-i;aT,s{! isn't there, there ]l be
nothiog to take: i it &5, the owner can afford to
give i, Uhis is srue taxation according o ability
w pas

Will 2 land value ax prodece sefficiens re-
VOIS L0 COVED DPeSERt government 57 Ler-
tainly not. The money spent by the povernment
5 out of alb proportion to the actual services that
properdy belong to the ﬁuz'ig“téfsm of government.

COVECNENENt  are
wling b lioas (}i duiigwx e feed people, b
means of work projects and {.m‘m!g!i thie ds}wa
Obtaining aourishment should be ag adividual,
not g governmental, probless. I natural op-
porturnties were open o labor, there would be
ne excuse for dle men, ae vast army of wnem-
ploved asking for help from a paternalistic gov-
erpinent. Vhere would not be 50 many people
scheming for a place on covernment pay rolls,

The Heuse Wass and Means Comunittes has
mnde publtc ROTNE ures on the costs of nine
Federal agescies, eight of them created as “anti-
depression mtrnments,”  The fgures were sup-
pited by Daniel W, Bell, acting budger divector.
These nine wies were reported offically o
be paving gross annual salaries of %327 587 977
to 427 301 employees.  The Works Progress Ad-
soinustrasion had 38393 administrative emplovess
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drawing  $57 778380, H. O, L., was next
with 17,961 workers receiving $ ‘75 T2, 271, and
POW. A, third with 9136 getting {22.0544&(}

Hewever necessary these agencies may be un-
der present umémm}\\ there should be no need
for them. }a)fh should be so plenriful that 2mn-
plovers would be looking for men. Mo, 2 land
value tax would not support all of the bureaus
and agencies that have been called 1nto play 1w
Handle the sitnation that constitutes a depres-
gion,  E in pormal tmes, i there 15 such a
thing, government s cluttered with burezus and
departinentz that should not be, and most of
them are not, needed.  There is no veason why
a land walue tax, or anv other levy, should cover
the enormous apm{;gm;m{am that the government
finds necessary in its efforts to cope with present
deplorable conditions.  However, if we gradually
religve industry of its burden of taxation, and
discourage speculation and monovoly i land,
govermuent should gradually grow mere mmi}it
inn ity organization and le ,mt!}- to the taxpay-
ers—and that means all of us.  It's worth think-
ing about,

There 1 a greater shortage of private homes
Los Angeles today than there has beon for
twelve vears.  In large part this is probably trae
of the whale country, How to encouragze home
swnership among low income groups is one of
the problems thar the gevernment has 411';{'[{’;'w
raken 1o solve.  “After months of Stui’!‘s’.
ernment  Duilding  experts today
plans by which, they said, & four room
complete with phunbing, wiring and 2 heating
can be buili for as Hi"‘if’ as F17200.7
sed by the smid, “ln
ot of Tew-cost nes f]u:ﬁ funda-
sideration 5 an adeguate, sanitary
Hﬁ* }‘l\f. house provides this. 1 oo
sleeping ; it ms snple pros
purposes; and it includes suf-
fcient wguu’ o mare than sufficient—for
other i Moomere than thas should be
expected.”  Fhis phlan provides for two bed.
vogms, bath and a third voon to he used as
385 oo, dimng-room and kitchen,

WSS

A balletin dssu
the pro
mwienial ¢
shelier.
EE) G SES
sion o

Hm‘ does this plm mensre up with what we
Lilce w0 think is the American standard of Iiving?
Ar best, 1t ery clumsy way 1o handie the
housing protiem.  MNot one word hias heen smd

ot

about the land on which these bouses are 1o
stand.  Why so mwuch concern over building
che zap houses, thus mininizing the advantage that
might be gaiied by avchitects, laborers and build-
g material companies, when the lundowners
are aliowed to pocket all they can ger.  Indeed,
the more they can sgueeze ot of their fellow
men, the more prosperous we think the whole
covntry 5. ¥We forget that the price we pay for
the privilege of vsing the earth must come out of
produciive labor.  This iz not 2 house problem.
Feis & land problem.

First, last and all the time, our economic prob-
lesii begins with the land problem.  Wealth s
produced from natural resoacces by human labor,
Whenever vou deprive men of frec access o
land, vou hale the game right there, Land wme
nopoly makes Jobs scarce, wages low, standards
of living bad,  Stop dnkering with low cost
houses and shom clearance, and price hxing and
work projects, case down vour bucket where you
aret  Seart legislarion thar will evenraally m ake
every man a lord of the earth, Science has done
so much for mankind, it can do this thing, w0,
Tt can-solve our problem of permanent empl
ment for all who are physically able o work; it
il solve our problem of “andesirable aliens.”
se that poor folks can get into a state with
being born there, v’bs: theve won't ‘;e‘ Ey
poor folks,

In spite of nature’s cataclvsms, this old earth
i 2 beautiful pizr{: and Hfe might be full of joy
and contentment, Social ils, ke bodily ills, may
he very {T(}I’l".p}l((?lif{?dy vet come from a simple
~anse.  if the brotherhood of man means any-
thing, it weans that all have an equal npght to
the use of the earth, iself, When that point Is
seitled, we can give our atteotion to other gques
tions.  Many of them will have disappeared, no
doubt,  The tax problem is the Jand problem,
apd while a sciepzific tax would not be, in any
sense, 5 panaces, i would open to labor the nat-
ural opportunities that are the right of every

: means opening the

man and woman, and that
path to fresdom,
YWou who would see wour

eHow men living
contended  Tives, o would see our
: i‘y‘ mlfs reduced to 2 negligible momber of
disabled perscis, who would see pgood jobs so
plentfnl that young men and women wonid
fnd notling ateractive in a hfe of crime--give
o Ammerieans o better chance than the plonsers
faud. No need to follow dalse prophets, Com-
Socialimm, or aov

TEREESTE, m,
torm of regmeneat re Americans the
shing that made their front raluable-——the op-
portumity to use land, not the marginal land of
stony or arid waste, but the ugused land
rowns and oivies.  And for the goverment
serves all, take the value of th{:f land that be-
dongs 1o all-cast down vour bucket where you
srel
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