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When ‘the taids of the coyotes on fowl and
small domestic animals became too devastaning,
the government offered a premium for the pelis
of these destructive marauders.  For months,
death rode the Wiils and hencoops, and the mam-
her of coyotes grew less and ever lesser.  All
would have been well, from the ranchers’ pomt
of view, had it not been for another factor in
the case. Covotes also eat jackrabbits, and these
nimble creatures at once tock advantage of the
stenation to wltiply like anviung.

Now, jackrabbits doun’t war sheep, but they de-

ar by nibbles the same herbage that furnishes

od for sheep; so, 1 vou have too many rabbirs
w3 the acre. your sheep pasture will be thor-
enghly cropped before your sheep are up. for
breakfast, The authorities most now devise some
way to kil off the rabbits. I they sacoeed, we'll
probably find cut what rabbits are zood for.

Laoold Hon huoter 1 Mew Mexdee says that
and the Marth American mountain fion Jast
rally belong o each other. Where vou find
vou find i;f’ other 1 and o
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; : Dieer dan’t main-
¢ the decrepic or mentally de-
handles the siteation swithour

ot oan essay on natural hisror, We
ey veo call atiention w sowe of the inore
familine fnstances where narure, if aot iater-
fered wwith, will muintain 4 nice balance of her
own. Uhe entire universe st be aceurately
adjusted 10 every particular i it & to. hold ro-
gether. It appalling o think whar mught bap-
pen il any of the scresss warked loose,

Blan sevms (o come the nearest o being 2 mis-
cake. H{’ can think of more wavs to cut-wit

rural baws than there are laws, His succsss in
rhat direction, to date, s stdl st zern. Iv s not
more true, bur it i more appacent, in his hand-

fing of scanomic problems than it i in ether ac--
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tivities.  We have thrown our econonme system
out of balance by atlowing some groups and dic
viduais 1o take advsniage of others.  Any at-
tempts to achicve and secure eoonomic balance
without firsr removing thac de 1!{ ight of ghi"w
ilege that causes our ship 1o alwavs have
been and always will be w 1&1:@{%&1;
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It 15 not the decision of the bBupreme Lourt
Agricuitural Adjvwstment Act
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that prevents the
from selving the farmers’ problem.
that ban, the p s, eventually,
with failure. The ‘Ezss"s{ra.ff{m is z to
remedy the situation, not by removing the feiters
that already hind production, and whish M
Hoover s very careh to tnention. bur hy
imposing further restn Indusy
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plantﬁi te what creps, of how many tittle pigs
should Hve and be let live, There is only one
power on @arth that can determine hosw much
.wealth should be produced to satisly any group
of people—the age-cld principle of supply and de-

mand. Good old boy!  We don’t need to burn.

the midnight il fig
ally takes care «
sults only when every man can lzbor and pos-
sess the fruits of his toil.- If he must give part
of what he has produced to his landlord, part to
the tax collector and some mwore parts, too numer-
pus to mention, to this, that and the other mon-

uring that out. It just natur-

opoly, he won't have much left to trade off for

boots or lollypops. His buying power will be re-
duced, and industry will scale down its produc-
tion.

Believing that the farmcrs being more inde-

pendent and less organized than the industrial-
ists, would not voluntarily reduce their output,
the ‘administration undertook to tell them how

many acres must e idle to match the idle ma- .

chinery. The decrease in farm products would
mean higher prices for the farmers and also for
the housewives whose husbands were unem-
ployed.

Mr, Hoover is quite rltrht in crstlcwmg this
“program of scarcity,” but he has not, in any of
his speeches, even suggested -that the restrictions
be removed from industry so that increased em-
ployment will enable the city workers to buy the
farmers’ products. - Indeed, he boldly admits and
sancrions the -subsidies that have been, and are
beingz, given to mdustry, and he proposes to ap-
ply the same form of “relief” to agriculture.

At Lincoln, Nebraska Mr. Hoover said:
“QOlver a century ago we began it (giving subsi-
dies) in canals and turnpikes; since then we have
kept it up on railroads, highways, ships and avia-
tion, and silver mines and land reclamation—ag-
riculture—we usually do it under some other
name than subsidy. We had better begin to use
straight words and we will act straight. A sub-
sidy is a burden on the taxpaver, but it does not
regiment or destroy the initiative or freedom of
the receiver—it is to stimulate that.”

. ‘There is your keynote to Mr. Hoover’s eco-
nomic policies. Of course, it doesn’t “destroy
the initiative or freedom of the receiver,” but it
certainly does destroy the initiative and freedom
of all the companies and business men who would
be their natural competitors. It prevents all in-
dustry from conforming to the natural laws that
govern the production and distribution of wealth.
Natiral competition, which is “the life of trade,”
is destroyed, and the cut-throat competition of
monorlies so distorts the whole system that the
econoinic structure is thrown out of balance.
The government helps some business men, and
not otherb “This is obviously unfair. Until this

injustice is corrected, neither Mr. Hoover nor .°

itseH—but produces good re-

Mr Roosevelt can devise a plan whereby eco-
nomic security can be established and mamiained.

Mr. Hoover was greatly relieved 1o know that
Mr. Roosevelt “admits that the war had some-
thing to do with the farm depression.”  Will
some one please tell these twao gentlemen whas the
war had to do with it? They ave nor likely to
figure it out for themselves. %Whe

n s ach of
the world’s population had faid asde the plow-
share for the machine gun. the demand for
American wheat and other farm preducts rose
enormously, What happened to the price of farm
land? - Of course, Mr, Hoover and My, Eoose-
velt know, but it doesn’t seem to mean anyehing
to them. When farmers encumber themselves
with land at twe, three, and even four hundred
dollars an acre, before long they will find theo- -
selves holding the bag. Prices cannot rise high
enough to meet ﬂsct- overhead, for they rase
wheat, also, in Canada, Argentme and Russia. -
Using a farm for raising crops, and using it for
speculation are two different things,

In closing his speech at Lincoln, MNebraska,
Myr. Hoover said: 1 have seen freedom, the most
priceless heritage, worn from children that this
generation might escape its responsibiities. I
wish to say to you llIlh{'fS}Tdflnij‘-’ that ous
try has been foilowing step by step the rof
through which these millions of people in forei
countries lost their libereles, Chur farmers have
had the blessing of individual liberty 1n1 greater
fulness in their lives than any other part of even
our own people. Tt was the farmers rhat fired
the first shot at Lexington. It must be the farm-
ers who defend that heritage. 1 ask vou 1o stop,
look and listen.” .

Mr. Hoover is not aware of the significance
of his own words. For geperations, poople have
sailed to our shores o take advantsge of the free
land and the chesp land here ihat was denied
them at home. "Those who did not wish o es-
tablish themselves on farms, enjoved bet ges
and better living conditions than they had in their
homeland. Why? Because this sutles of cheap
land relieved the economic pressure m wrhiar
ters and manufacturing districs.
until this good, cheap land had ail s
private possession that the farm il
began. The farmers at Lexingio hdzt DAY
two hundred dollars an acre for i!h ir land, nor
one hundred dollars, nor fifty dolurs,

Mr. Roosevelt, also, waxed eloquent toward
the close of his Jackson I'ay speech. “The na-
tion 15 still young, still growing, still conscious
of its high destiny.” And we need land, Mr.
Roosevelt. "We cannot build cur hesnes nov con-
duct our business nor say ovur pr s withgr*
using fand. Why fiddle around zelling men h‘*
many potatoes or peanuts they can grow, “»fitlﬂg“
aside tax money that was collected for social serv-

“ice, then using it for stum clearance; plotting and

coun-
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planning with a zeal arid enuthusiasm worthy of
a better cause, telling people how they shall con-
duct their enterprises.  Start the wheels turning
thar will break vp land monopoly, give back to
the men and women and young people their birth-
right—the right to ise the earth without paying
private individuals fotr the privilege of doing so,
Stop burdening industry with crushing taxes.

€ve us our heritage—the earth, itself—and
nature will strike a nice balance between supply
and demand, that aeither you nor the Brain
Trust nor the Supreme Court could approximate.
Nature knows about other things besides covotes
and jackrabbirs, : .

~ " Indians

William M. Hav, land committee Chairman
of the Board of Water and Power Commission-
ers ts considering a report, “recommending a so-
lution to the prablem of caring for the scattered,
homeless indian families in Owens Valley nad
Mono Basin . . . The scheme provides for the

removal of scattered and Indigent Indians to four -

compact and segregated areas in the vicinity of
Bishop, Independence and {one Pine, and make
available to the Indian Service arable land and

water supply sufficient to support the govern-
wnt's charges.

“Should such a proposal prove acceptable to
all parties it is agreed that the homesite lands
desded o the Federal government by the city
shall be operated and maintained for the benefit
of hom {rwens Valley and Mone Basin In-
dians,”-Eos dngeles Times.

It mizht be the source of some kind of satis-
raction to the Indians if they could understand
what a mess we have made of our land policy
after moving in on them as we did. We have
our fvd
we have plenty of homesites, but we won’t allow
one of these homeless wanderers to set up so
wnch as a tent on a lot that he doesn’t own——and
ithe price of ownership 15 prohibitive to these
children of misfertune, for real eestate is “look-
ing up.” ' )

“The nation behaves well if it treats the nat-
ural resources as assets which it must turn over
to the next generation increased, and not im-
paired, in value.”—- T keodore Roosevelt.

BORAH SPEAKS

Senator Borzh, in a radio address last month
“heralded the approach of a new Presidential
campaign.” He cuiled monopoly the great evil
lurking in our system.

. “We all feel that the coming election is to be
one of uncommon interest and of very deep sig-
nificance.  We are dicussing constitutional gov-
ernment and the preservation of liberty.

ngs, too, right hers in Los Angeles, and |

“1 ask tonizht whose liberty? What liberiy?
The man or group of men who hedge about or
control my right to engage in or remain in busi-
ntss are my mazsters and the masters of my chil-
dren.

“The powér which fixes the price of the things
I must have thar I may live and clothe and edu-
cate my family shapes my course in life and de-
limits my possibilities as completely as it 1 were
its indentured servant.

“1f we are guing into a fight where the battle
swings, let us fight for free enterprise, free eco-
nomic system, frez America, free from moncpoly
confrol, free from bureaucratic conirol. The
times will not permit of a sham fight, ‘If the

trumpet gives an uncertain sound, whe shall pre-

pare himself for the battle?

“When it is proposed to curtail or Hiait the
rights of the citizen and control his judzment
as to how he shal! direct his business you are not
changing our form of government—iyou are de-

- stroying it.

“Under-consumption is the harsh, sccusing
term but that has been our problem and that,
under any monopoly-ridden system, will be our
problem as long us this system prevails,

“There is great comfort to be had in reading
this part of these reports. (Brockings iastitute
reports). It is encouraging to know that after
all industry is noy an evil; that plenty i not a
curse; that it is more blessed to distribute than
to destroy.”

Taxation of Land Values=

“The taxation of land values rather than in-
comes, commoditics and capital is not commun-
istic, as is a part of our present tax systeow.
Land-value taxation does not penalize the ef-
ficient. It provides no royal road to wealth for
the lazy and the thriftless. Tt does not attempt
to reduce all to a common level. It is essentially
individualistic. It leaves to the individual all
that he can acquire by labor and saving. it takes
for society a value which is in a peculiar sense
a social product.. But no system of taxing com-
modites, incomes, and property in gencral can
possibly be so geod for the common man, do so
much to encourage ewnership as against tenancy,
make the opportunities of getting a start in life
so hopeful, as a system of relying chiefly on the
rental value of Iand for the provision of public
revenues.—Prof. Harry Gunnison Brown, " The
Economic Basis of Tax Reform.” ‘

President Quezon starts out with a severe haadicap.
He cannot blame anwthing on a previous administra-
tion.—Buflalo (exricr-Exprors.

Civilization is the conditien in which one generation
pays the last generation’s debts by issuing bonds for
the next generation in pay-—Trey Record.
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TAX MADNESS

The news of the week brings out several
angles of the tax problem, and the picture, 4s a
whole, is confusing and 4 tisappointing. T'he State
_Chmnber of (_,ommc*f ce informs us that there are
3042 separate units of government in the State
with power to tax and levy assessments. 1f any
hapless citizen hopes to slip through this cordon
of officials, he will have to do it as the prisoner
did last week who left the escape-proof prison on
Alcatraz Island. He went out through the nar-
row gate called Death,

The California WNewspaper Publishers’ Asso-
ciation met at Santa Monica for its fourty-
eighth annua! session. No group or association
can meet these days without discussing the tax
question. Cof. Samuel G. McClure of the Santa
Monica Evening Onutlock said, in his address:
“We can laok for an era of increasing taxation.
Business is being retarded by this outlook, which
threatens our industry, alone, with advertising
taxes, social security taxes and more surtaxes.”

Col, McClure said that the new State and na-
tional social sccurity levy, now in effect, con-
stirutes an additional 5.4 per cent tax on an av-
e business, and that by 1938 this will have
gone up to 214 per cent, and a few years later
to 50 per cent. "We are all poing to come out
of the soall end of the horn unless we fight this

e o tax mac 2

. in addressing the zame organization, J. R.
Foaowland, president of the State Chamber of
Commerce, cstled for “Definite action on the
part of publishers and the people generally to
correct the problem of mounting taxes. The cost
mment in California is mcreasang twice
’ & i3 the population. The increase is three
titnes as great as the rate increase in basic in-
come.”

Whatever the fizures and percentages may be,
we konow, or ought to know, that we cannot pay
the necessary expenses-of modern government and

also provide billions of doilars to feed millions of
neople,  With an estimated State deficit of
F8G.000,000 for the clese of the present bien-
nium, and a narional debt that has already passed
2 3{}.(}00,000,000 mark, the outleok is not en-

1 -whar Mr. Knowland says is true, and no-

doubt it is, that “the cost of povernment in Cali-”
fornia is increasing twice as fast as the popula-
tion,” something is fundamentaliy wrang with
our method of levying taxes. The needs of any
community or staie or nation increase in propor-
tion to the growth of population. Like individ-
uals, govermments may “run up” their bills
through sheer extravagance. Usualiv, men are
not over-careful about spending other people’s
money. §his, however, is another matter and bas
nothing to do with the principles of taxation. If
all expenses were cut to the bone, yet tuxes were
levied on the products of labor, cur problem

- would not be solved.

A large part of our tax burden is made up of
funds cellected to care for the unemploved. Al
of these who are interested in “real estate”—and
who is not—avork indefatigably to keep these
taxes from being levied an the iand. Thus, peo-
ple are encoaraged to hold land idle, that is, va-
cant or poorly improved, and so men are robbed
of the opportunity to labor. It is like the Dan-
aides, trying to fli the bottomless cask,  As long
as we have unemploved, we must keep increasing
our taxes; and as long as we levy our twows on
industry and aliow land values fo pass into pri-
vate instead of public hands, we will have fhf:
unemployed. "There will be no break in the oy ”
cle until we recognize land value as a communty
created value and collect it to pay our goveri
meist expenses.

The assessors, themselves, are all i o dither
because this would mean “confiscriion of real
property of the citizens of our Hrate”  As ne
ownership, possession, title or sccupancy of land
would be disturbed ; and as #ull public
would be rendered for évery dollar of tand value
paid into the public treasury, it iz difficuls to see
where the “confiscarion” would come . We
can only conclude thur these gentlomen have not
studied the matter.

Mr. Knowland BInE
change in the tax structure, said, 1
part of the revenue progiam enucted by the |
istature for this hisanium, as a resuli of rewo
mendations of the joint taxation comamittes of the
Senate and Assembly.” Govermnenss have 5 way
of committing themselves to certamn cxpendityures
whe
v oorogram ¥
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and then trying to collect the ta
they can. Vhey make out thei

then try to finance it. If the value of the |
were recognized as the basis for taxation, there
should be Ilittle difficulty in determining how
much tax money would be avaiable for any
given year. The “fluctuation vahizs™ of land are
not true.values. Discourage speaulaiian and wou
won't find vour lot valued at five shousand dol-
ars today, and at two thonsand dollavs twao 4
three vears from now. QOur frst and mest Jith
cult task is to change our mental arotude towvard
the whole subject of taxation.
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