A Journal of Economic Justice

Vol 1 May, 1920 No. 5

Was It 2 Dream?
James H. Dillard

A Sign: “To Let”

Broadus Mitchell

Retorming the Revenue Law

Manufacturers and Taxation

Ten Cents a Copy One Dollar a Year

6706



66 Faratio

‘axation

A Journal of Feonomic Justice

Contents
foditorial Motes ... L &7
Mapufacturers and Taxation. ... ... .. £
Reformng the Hevenue Law. .. . e 70
Special Asscssments oL L 0L 7
A Friendly Oritic .o o0 0. .71

Was [t a Diveam, Jomes B Dilkaed. .. .. 7%

A S o Let,” Broados RMatchedl .. 78

FProgress i Hooth Ameriea, (O 0. Thorne, . 74
f24 5

What Others Hay ... .o L TH
Mews | TE

Eprror ¢ STOUGTON COOLEY
Brstaess Mansesk: JAMES R, BROWN
Is

ged Monthiy by
Tew LazATHON PunLisnane Coupary
8% pion Bgoars, New York
Ten Conks z y Bubzeripfion, $L.00
20 copies, $LEE; 100 copies, $5.06. NIz
arate sddresses for thres wonihy, $rO048
1420, af the
Aet of Mareh

#ingle Cony,
Ton copias, 5 conts |
copiee muiled to
Eatered ss secead-class matfer, Webraoary 11,
office at Mew York, N, Y. nnder (he

The Manhattan Single Tax
Club

INVITE ALL GOOD AMERICAN CITI-
ZENE, MALE OH VEMALE, TOQ
JOIN WITH Us

The Manhattan Single
by Henry George and is the oldest
organization in the world. Our work
edueational, non-political and pon-partisan.
Loliewe. when we he sufBeisnt G
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WE

b

Tax Club was foonded

b

rrpaied

Tax sentiment, sor tax laws will be ame ndﬂﬂ to
eonform to an advanced public conception of what
fngation really is and bow it sheald be applied.
Asg correct thonghi must precede correct scbion,
gur concern is not hew people voie, but how people
think. Edueationsl work iz drresistible becanse it
iz onresisted. We alm io present faxalion in a
simple and practical manner to be casily ander-
stood by any thoughtful man, withoot the necessity
of & thovough course in the Science of Political

L .
Freonnmy
plex or

: v com-
‘““id af f*f:nsf-: a1

absbrose rc*a:vm;,w

wnweighted by rabid or foolish utterances.
The gist of vur gospel is that Taxstion is Pay-

ment for Sogial i“%i‘?'“?{ €
= in the ond
the Sorvi
ives to the individoal ot .
resented after thiz manner taxation
an understandable
evervhody.
As to the wapner the Singie
; 1, we are not revolution
any

and Advantage, and that
frge aund just measuve of
rantagoes, that
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becomes
subject full of vital inierest to

Fax should be
$ but evolotionists
fundamental change in our social order

1 be dictated by oo
i, and not by

and
that will endore m

SN F
Jmi calm yudge anger ner yoib by
pathy.

i'lw geographionl seope wf the Muanhattan Sing

Tax Cinb work ix the e =itk of Morth Ameriea.

Wherever an opportanity to teach presents deelf,
HE

reguest comes for dterature or Tectures,
rre and duty o respond.
ek fres

O 4

HH

all requests for i

no demands
the local people car payv espenses, well snd o
bet if nob we go just as cheerfully, Tl
enables us to imht lampy in many davk nlaces,

We mamtznn a well covinped oifice that is al-
od stock of bosks and
W e digtriby amonnt of literabyre
and are alwavs on the slert for Gpg}v“
tunitics to explain what taxation rea 21y 18 and how
it should bt* ppirs {?

for money |

composed of many of the
3 ; gt : it
couniry, snd our roster of members conlains ihe
names of many men and women of whem we are
justly provd and whose names would bhe o credif to
any organization in the land.  Our desive is for
qmﬁ]:@h {)f membership, not mere quantity.

Our dues are $8 per anpam and upward: the
maximum is determined by the member: the wini-

mume s fixed by the Cluk.

fase ro Aot Yovs Naiwe ro Oun

Mempersas

We Wourn
Come and join with s in the superb & (%L +f
making the world a ft place to live in, by reliey

production from nujust restyictive and st mzﬂ T
72(? the fa

s ales l;r B3] ng wower o Y

and keep open natwral o }mrtuminw i 1s ?wr 'Wei
o eapiial,

The wansgement assures yon tha
be made o regret your assoeiation with th
hattan Single Taz Clob, We are seeki :
promotiag, advertising nothing butf sane tasation.
Mo side lssues, no personal ambitions, noe fnencial
sehemes form any pari of our propagasda.

52 Union Square, Jamms B, Buoww,

Hew Veork, N, ¥, Fresideut.

vou will never
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Siate bank notes, or
last century, what was done?

Yshinniasters,”

merely taxed them fen
Experience has made ¢
Tax what s
fands @myia}f
ie in need of both.
Should thev not unt
fands?

nir g 8i

W I ¥ CWHRRL ) LA

What i ¢
oy houaes an

FEYITE last Legislature of Mew York, aceord-
g to political critics, was the biggest

fatlare in the history of the Btate. Confronted

with the greatest problems i a gencration it
frittered awav its Hme on mabters of peity

partisanship and a display ef political Bgotry.
The coergy not wasted by Demoerats and He
publicans in ﬁgh‘rin"*‘ each other was devoted o
the persecution of Soclalists.  Oue act of onmg-
siom, however, is conspicuous above the rest,
Alinost nothing was done to relieve the housing
arigis, Laws were passed to eurb Lhe profiteer
g lendlords, but aething whatever was dome
to give permanent relief,  The case 15 plain.
Thers are uot encugh houses te go
Builders will not erect more because athm:“ in-

aronnd.

i) \.U”k.uuuuh pay :m e

vestiwnls under

Yet the chwlfr@ure ignored every umﬁrmhw
proposal submitted.  Fven the saggestion to
vemth faxes on new boildings 2 sufficient length
of time to equalize the cost between old and
new hounses was turned down,  Had this mess-
ure passed we should have had the buildings if
not the revenues. Now we shall have neither the
bulldings nor the revenues,

BN the town is overrun with dogs, what m we do?
saloons were ‘@@@ DIIETOUnSs, Whm did we dov 1T,
E}@Qdma a nuisance in the middle of
They were taxed cut of e
instead of prohibiting them—which ngha have bees
per cent., and they E”?ﬁ’%@

ke vule for those
B s T 2] ETIENY wg e—ﬁ N h{} e &
labor; they produce neither f@@ I nior shelter,

Tax them. When
- % B
Paved thens, When

4mo

¥istence., Congress,
1 unconstity Ei{}ﬂ;‘égw
never been seern aimee.
@ekmg& re dond of society:

YVacant lots and onused
The country

e Heht of experience should lawmakers do?
nd food, mé tax vacant lofs and vnused

E GUTHR MNICHOGLAS MURHAY BUTT

LER sayy that much of the unvest of to-
to the use of terms that are aot
“ihree groups,”
suceess  of busipess i
their hanids,
those who work with their savings, and those
HBe far so good.
But has the Doctor not made one serious omis-

day Is due
cleariy understood.
“rontribute to the

he savs,

America——these whe work with

who work with their heads”
sion? Has he not contted those whoe work with
norther hands, bead nor mﬂmgv ------- the wwners of

They do not

: e ke
tieg with theirr hands nor with

aatural

uppmﬂi; rd
theze apporinm
thetr heads neither do they create them from
Yet
others producs

savings. they insist wpon shaving in what
by hands, head and savings, It
would seem that Dy Batler has done Ltk to
clanify the problemy or to allay discontent.  As
It as those who ereate wealth bry haods, head
or savings are forced to shave with those whe
merely own the natural epportunities sophistry
will prove a poor substiinte for justice.

CABONE continue fo acoumulate why the
gross sales fax would be u good thing—
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for some people.  Amopg the » rlv:-z,z‘xt;iges ST
erated by the Bache Hewven
mla« tax of cme per cent, wamki be ].&‘vj(:d on

are: ““The gross
every sale of any kind, and would be paid by
the seller, not by the buyer or customer. Such
a bnx would come into universal favor beoai

i weuld not produce & ripple of inconvenience”
Ahis must have been intepded as an econowmic

pleasantry, It remmds one of the MceKinley
turiff A;(;L.x.@ “UEhe foreigner pays the fax”

Apethor advantage clalined fov the gross sales
will lessen and so
the gross sales tax would be
whether busioess shrank or e
The tax would at least be a continuous
a4l another ad-
vantage, zecovding to this conservalive advo-
cate, would be a monthly collection by the Gow-
arnment.  TE would ram the
people, Bt is casy to believe that the present
system of tavabion iz very bad, bul «Foris to
change it should be directed towards improve
ment rather thop to making it worse,

tax 1s that whereas meomes
reduce revenues,

continnous
pavnded
charge upon the consumer.

be collected daily

“‘JECT LGN s made to taxing land values
that it would lower the selling price of
lond and so veduce the security wupon which
saving barks, msurance compandes and private
individuals have leat money, thus bringing on s
pamie.  There might be some merit in this ob-
jection if the whole of land values were to be
taken at omce, but that is not the plan. The
shifting of taxes from Iabor values to land
vadues will be made slowly, with time for busi-
ness te sdjust itself fo the changed conditions,
Pritsburgh snd Scranton, Pa., are now making
such a change by reducing the tax on zll m-
provements 10 per cent. every three yenrs, arud

imereasing the tax on lond values.

"Chis amounts
to Jess then the changes that are scen In com-
mercial life. A Gﬂ(i“.f‘uflﬂ‘?’ house Haviem
for 14 £852, it to the com-

.
Hexidd TOF mxuyiuv ns zﬂ;ﬁ..,. Hiv k}ﬂ-i{i

petition of apartment hovses this single-family
dwelling dropped to $8,000 m 1917, and rose
agaln to $17,000 in 1920,
value when no changes had been made in tazes

This HQuectuation in

15 far greater than what would be created dur-
wag the shifting of the tax from hmprovemenis
to Jand values. IFf a law were passed today pro-
viding for & transfer of five or ten per ceni. a

vear of the tax to land values money lenders

would adinst their losne to the declining secur-

thy without any dstorbance whatsoe

g’ ISCREPANCIES between  bank  state-
< ments and asseszors’ reports challenge the
attention of
sourt,  in

the Biate Tox Cowmmilssion of Mis
hay the report  cerfain
moneys, nuics and mortgages on hand, and in
It would

banks

June H”w azsessors cannot find them.
the banl wishes to establish
credit it }s;’-u; lots of money; but when it comes to
Powe

that when

tax paving fme, mobey 18 very gearce
gibly the Tax Commission may find & way to
unearth this moncy, but wiil that really please

the people of BMissourt, If all

moneys and
are put on the tax roll will ot that
il -
the tax

WHE(IE, é}i}

morigages
tend to drive money out of the Btate

terest rises to a point that will cover

s eitizens, in other
i the position of those Indiana farmers who
applanded the assessor for listing a pedigreed
bull at $20,000, only to sce the animal taken to
a neighboring coonty where the assessor lsted
The ¢

£ lost the benefit of good blood

L 3
Y i1 BI0T RISEOUTE

hint as a common bull? armers whe had
an hemest ag
uiuh the farmers who had 5 dis-

honest assessor profited by the introduction of

i their h(*ni'ﬁt

good stock.

ET will be most unfortunate for the cause of
democracy if the threstened impeachment
procesdings agamst Lewls ¥ Post, Assistant
Secretary of Labor, should be abandoned.  As
Kdr. Post i about the omiy
in the Admimistration that has not been
condemned by the threeto-two witch-hunting
comnittess of Congress, it would be interesting
to see the contrast between sane political phﬂ
osophy and rveaction ron mad. The whale mat-
The eaution diue to military
manceuvres during the war has been setzed upon
by certain persons to create s panic in the
minds of overwrought people. Tittle
might have come from it had not the Legal de-
partment made sich a fiasco of s attempied

real constructive
foree 1

ter is very .ﬂ_mplé‘&

harn

contrel of profiteers. Having uviierly failed of
a single accomplishivent Mr, Palmer threw him-
self into the “Anti-Bed”

Men

canipaign started by

G{}I!g“ﬁ'fx‘ﬁﬁx E'ﬁ]{}ﬁ WOIeT  Were {-},‘Fi‘@%ti}:&
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wholesale fer de pmla!‘mz because of alleged in-
the ¢ Idr. Post, hovw-

believing  in fashioned

55
r
I

fractions of spionage law,
over, old

demoerncy, asked for proof. In eas

American
where

s‘;é;fé f{}rth the fundame m‘fi prmmpim of
{?zzmuﬂrzm}v from the vantage pumt af an 1w

peachment trial
WHII-ENOV

% 2y L fem
LB non

in thv-
urnns r'j-f

of brokers an-

{*«’Zm]w

i&"e’ii’i%!i»’f" cavertising
itow ‘I ad

m’:

vatrons

o

how to mcome ??}? mﬂ%érz

their %mrz:.m;sr :"*uf from taxab

securitios.
antil sl
may be

o8 h«i‘v‘i,‘ fswrz <»:\:{=mf_= it
the plan of
shifting investments from productive enterprise
to monepely po Federal Govern-
ment exempts bonds te only a Hmited amount
But cne ¢ st in vecant land to sient
of millions and eseape all Foderal taxes, Ne
sstion, bat o warne

doubled i 1 will equal

ilege.  "The

cHT IRY

charpge is made for this sugp

it, foy while this method of
tax dodging wey remsin on the statule books
"Taxarion and those who are acting

to change the

TN @ H N
ing shouid ge with

some time,
with it will do
present law,

their abmost

ET is 2 curious anomaly in Journalism that
. some of the papers that pride themselves
wpon what they ave pleased to cull ther rad-
icalistn have discussed the housing guestion
constructive thought,

without contribuliog =
while reputed conservatives—if ot reaclionary
papers——come  squarely to the point. The
Heview notes the fact that in spite of all the
st Albany to curb the power of land-
has been done to induce baulding.

legisintion
lords nothing
Fhe editor, hwmw;n i el content to call at-
tention to the fact thab the Legislabure did
nothing to effeet permanent relief, but suggests
something to do. After showing the hazard in
building houses to rent, attention
to the fact that capital hesitates to enter the
field because of the risk, he snys: “Exemphion

houses themselves for a

and calling

from taxation of the

mmﬂider:‘zh?e period would b real pawerful

ifiis, ™

When more papers and poblic men

this simpic

viee sden, snstend of venting ther

spleeny npon o few profiteering londlovds, sub-
stantial velicf will be at hand.
T ois resssurmg To koow thai pot all whe

£ object to the Bingletax in Cabifornia ave so
imr@mmnrnw inr their mz;iomt;uu that they wonld

imjure the Siate for the sake of worsting their
m;‘manmf& In order 1o sto ]u Simgletazers from

to bring the Singletax be

fore iize public for considera hrm the Anti-Single

Tux League hay inveked the initiative for the
E

purpose of incressing

wging the initiative

From eight per cent. to

twentv-five per cont, the x %nuI-rf" of sffr'!'z [a

E
guaiificd elog

Ors RECURSATY Eo an

pelition when such petition relafes fo as

nf property or w}”&-\é‘é‘imm of

dint of misrepres

M

I yneans H;gs

BERGEE

succeeded 1 winning
prrently the members aver-rea
for their unreasomsble demands
the Direct Legls

John H.

spponent of the

ation League, B gi.mwifims'% ir,

Ii{ay;u's ¢
Simglet
g A large way to an
that the people may aot
demoeratic method of contrefling their govern-

B deprived of this

. . .
Mavufactorers and Taxation
HE meost hopeful note of the month is the
report scaned by the Comrottes of Manu-
facturers and Merchants on Federal Taxation,

with keadiuarters in Chicagoe. Contrasted with

the various tax propossls wade by banks, busi-

aess men and members of Congress this plea for

sape taxation comes ke a breath of 'frnﬁ:i’l air.
The Committee goes straight to the peint by

» Congress

making o specifie reecunnendaiion Y
to pass the Halston-Nolan il {H, B, 12,597,
Thiz Wil proposes te reduce taxes on husiness
-prise to the amount of $31.000,000.000,
ax of one per cent. on
“urban, agricnl-

and ent
mind to replace it by a

I

the privilege of holding land,

tural, coal, ofi, mineral, timber, water power,
ete) valved—irvespective of improvements—

£1¢.000.7
The Conmtiee clauns that

eollect practically ali

aver
“to attempt to
of the revenue from the
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carned volues of industry and
the rmui% of the joint action of capital and
labor-— “ and practical
from the unearned values of land m&-’rii‘-mhiw--
the resnit of compmuuity growth and develop-
only——is i

enterprige™

Iy none of the revenue

ment s poliey that iz morally inde-
fensibie.”

According to official reporis the privilege of
fand ownershi
vadues of the
property values
bear more than five

> repiresents half of the property
United States.  Yeob industrial
H186,000,000, 0G0—
sivths of the total Federal

—worhh

ful thing about it is the rapidity with which the
2319, tbm‘
htnidred frms reprosentivg a capital of §
006,000 indorsed the plan.  In November @f the
150 firms lsted at FLO6,-
G00,600.  Jamaary, 1929, the number had risen
to 1,200 and $230,000,000. March
there weve 7,100 firms, represeniing a valuee of
F1,800,006,000. 11 wight be well for politicians
to the prevailing
winds to keep an eve on the Commmittee of Manuo-
and Merchants on Federal Tazation.

LGV OI ;;t has grown. In Seplomber, 1

tF‘-e

BRIAC VEAT there were

And in

whe like to irim their sails

facturcrs

vevenne burden, while the privilege of Jand
gwnershin—also  warth  §130,000,000,000— .
broars d“%?f)’ sther less than one-sixth of the total Bﬂi@i’miﬁg t}i@ R@Y@ﬁ}‘&@ L&‘W

bierden.
O this proposai the Commitice says: “It will
tend to er

rourage and not discourage mdustry,
thyift, {mti enterovise: first by lowering the ex-

cesstve tax load on i)a_.

second, by redue-

ing prices, enlargi wusners” purchasing
andl ; and last, bat

rting ihe use of

powier, and iney

ot least, by atimualat vaeant land,

Ei‘ in multitude of counsel there were alwavs
wigdom we should soon have a pcr;e el syslem

of i;)ﬁuiil!?}f}? m%‘ the m‘im’m o prominent bsi-

ness HWH
has grown fo amazing proportions,

it Kahn sets forth, in a pamphlet entitled
TPwe Vears of Fanlly Taxation,” some of the

stem: and the Businsss

and the developmient of idle natural resourees.” vils of _,ig e present :
. Ben's Mational Tax ( ammities, In & serios of
we Commitiee adds that i i . : .
resolotions, proposes some of the Tthings that

tromely unwise to shoulk
st part of the tax burden npon the
sarned meomes of products ‘J industry snd only

doy tiw }?{:az.\"ﬂ‘

8r. Kahn thinks his “small committee of well
L%

informed m would suggest to Congress,

It resy be doubted, however, if ‘im aunsel

. T J hs R | R s . .

carned incomes of land '“*:mt)ufﬂ*? while some ©OF these business men will add materialiv to the
Afty or sivty billion dollars worth of vacant knowledge Congress alveady hé“" oth 3.

baads nud ddle resonrees arve aliowed 1o escape
tie Federal tax collector altogether. “Buch a
oy, the auly con-

Comnntice savs, s not

H

Kahp and the Business Men’s National Tax

Comwmalttee favor a tax on sales, and depreciate

the heavy ineome and exesss profits taxes. The

irary to the principles of Amevican ideals, but  Husiness Men's National Tex Commitiee ex-
is a de adly thrust at futere prosperity and Na-  presses the helief that “persons of small income

Honal weall being.”

Az ko the effect of this tax on farmers the
report says: {a) farmers whose total land hold-
tgs {1mprovement

fess the

saties exchuded) amount to
n $10.000 will be exe mpts £h) hig land
speenlators will be compelled to sell; (o) lower
taxes on manofactured products will enable
farmers Lo buy at lower prices: {d4) brisk busi-
ness resulting from lowering taxes on industry

and  discotragement of !fmd speculators will

normally spend frem ninety per cent. to one

hondred per cent. of it in living expenses, in-
rent. it the
that “fully twenty-three and two-tenths per

cent.

cluding alse hazards apanion
of current prices 1o paid by persons of
1t will readily

1 therefore how desivable, from o certain

amsll income 15 an indivect tax.
e soe
p:}mt of wiew, 1s a system of tayation that fall
epon consumplion.

sreatly t._ﬂ!{ﬂg“ the market for all farm Mr. Kahn appears to avrive at a simtlar con-
£ 3 ge the g . ¢
praduets, clusion by demonstrating how a tax on eapital

It iz stimalating and encouraging to find o
body of emplovers of labor and pm&ﬁ{*ers Uf

wealtly indorse soch a sentiment: and the hope-

iz harmful to the poor, and then proposes his
tax on sales, which must inevitably bear heav-

s 1 . - winiehy & GRe ey
iest upon those who spend “winsty to one hun
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dred per

penges,
As further evidence of his qualifications as s

tax expert Mr. |

cent.” of thelr ineome on Byving ax-

Kahn says

of the body of well
-t advise Con-

be unmind-
of grading the
practicable ac-
cording to capacity to bear 1.7 One cannot
but wonder how Mr, Kale would recoive advics
from this commitice to run his banking busipess
st the principle of ability to pay.

fial »:;sf tim manifest propriety
burden of tazation as muach as

It is much to be feared thal i he fxed in-
erest rates by the ability of his castomers to
3y he would schieve poorer resndts even than

%Em m}wmmcz;t dm)s with 1ts tax sw‘%a\-ﬁ‘,

will &u HEOY DIOre 48 :‘udﬁ t@ (,z}r*gg‘:s”{—s% t_hm:z. ‘%}z{:
biind do who lead the hlind.
i their pless goes to show they never hes:,‘;‘{f é)f
the principle of taxabion according to bepefit

received from the government by the rcitizen.
Mor do they fo understand the inei-
dence of taxation. They assume that all taxes
on business will be passed on to the consamer
cegardless of how they are levied, and therefore

=0 far as gnvﬂﬁn &

apposr

they may as well be Isid on consumption in the
firat place.
By osw to “ﬁéf mten

o
&
e
jan
P:,.
&
Lt
% 3

Lioned these ge mh*zm T may
m}rfh w};; ¢ m}fzi
they have themselves mastored the fundamental

principles of taxation.

able to contribute anything

A sales tux has the distinetive guality of fall-
ing heaviest on the poor. Bt has the vivtue of
the salt tax in Oviental countries, it falls upon
rybody, but mostly upon the poor, beeause
there are so many of them.

ey

Spmi&i Assessments

Tf B guestion has b raised why a lot
owney who has paid 2 special assessment
for a street pavement should not have special
consideration v the laying of & tax on land
valoes, IF, for instance, land valnes were to be
faken in Virginis, where street improvements

CEEL

are made by a pgeneral property tax, and in
New York whers the same improvements are

made by sp@’t%e“a? assessment on the lots hene-

fired, wt the New Veark lob pwner he

shnnld

favored to the etent of his special assessment?
£3v, a3 one eribic pots i, shoold not & marn who
has pard for » pavement that others will vse
receive the same consideration as the man whe
digs n cellar or days the foundation for sacther
to bald on’?

To the extent that a lot owner has paid for
o street pavement the pavement is his, and he
should not be deprived of i1 Bot while the lot
owner has conferred a value upon the city by
paying for this pavement, the oity has also ren-
dered the lot owner a service by supplying po-
five, five, schoot and general administeation ser-
tay that falls gngw in pgw‘f’
PO This service is contincous,
it has been remdeved every year, and the ot
owner used 1% or not as he saw L

wigse b\r & gener ral
the Iot owner.

It would be necessary therefore i adjusting

the ol owner and the oity o

sEer ser-

determine which had rendered the greater
vice. If the specaally defrayed impwovements
ameunted to more than the service rendered by
the city, it is clear that recugnition should be
made of the fact and proper recowmpense made.
But no such disermmination is called for uniil it
has been shown that the balapee of eredit is i
favor of the lot cwaer.

A Friendly Critie
HILIP DEXTER propounds in Commeree

amd. Finence some not altogether an-
friendly inquiries regarding the practical apolh-
eation of the Singletax, Mr. Dexter wishes io
know how it will be applied, how it will work,
and what will be the result. The gaestions are
accompanicd by pertinent commenis upon the
present system, and expressions of denbt as to
whether the Singletax will accomplish the end

moview,

Application, or introdiction, is one of the
Simgletax. It begins with
Mg mew tax s pro-

strong peints of the

the systers now i vogne.

posed. On the contrary the present tazes on
industry will be gradually repealed during a

term of years sufficient o permit business to
adjust itself.  As these taxes are repesled the
tax that now falls on land values will be ine
creased to repfau‘ them. It may be assumed
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tain the present number of taxes it can handle
a lesser number of the same taxes,

How will this affect prices, Mr. Dexvter asks
Amang all the controverted principles of fax-

ation two are vmiversally accepted by ccono-

FThe first is that a bax on laber products
ond is that =
tax on land valves teods to decrease prices.
Land speculaic
litical economy thal high ta
harder to hu]dq and go eause 1t to be throws
top loss, Realization of this
priveipfe w *![ di%puw of Mr. Dexter’s guestion
regurding the rent of houses.
and their suburbs,” says Mr. Dezier, “is to be
g0 taxed that there will be no advantage in hold-
sary to baild
rent with which to pay ts

tends to increase prices; the se

agree with professors of poe-
on tand make

upon the market to

(113 o
_i_aﬁhg Iy it

ing it out of use. It will be nece
on it ¢ md gelb some

ST
BEa il

the present tax on land and ‘}m i

nles in-

come tax, the rewt will have to be higher than
it is now, or the property will fall inte the hands
of the vity because nobedy can afford to pay the
fares om it. Mest oty and suburban houses
are inhabiled by people who earn their hving.
If the rent is mare, their wages or salavies must
Be more and must go nto prices to be paid by
the conseiners,”

Mr. Dexter realizes that the speculator will
have to build in order to “get some rent with
which to pay taxes.™
the price will tend downward in conforrmty with
the law of supply and demand.

B more hovses are bl

Ag to the result, no man can say specifically
what that will be, but it can ht.» suid “w;t}z entire
confidence that vemoving taxes from indogtry
It can
also be said thai pulting taxes on land values
thus forcing land inte use—will stimulate pro-
duction.

will stinmlate the production of goods.

Taxing indusiry makes production harder
and raizes the price of products, but taxing iand
t limit the amourdt of land, Land
g its value forees the

values dosy
s alveady prodoced ; tax
¥ ]

anuzed land on the murket and so decresses s
price.

b o ot

My, Dexter's asswmplion that whe
a tnx will he transfe
pends upon its gize 1§ AR oYror, L aXes on pre

ﬁueic of Iabor and capital, whether large or

small, are added to price, and sre paid by ihe

rred to the consumer de-

2

congumer. Dot tazes on priviege, or monopoely,
of which lnnd wvalue is the chief, do noet enter
fmto price and cannot be shifted io the com

ST,

Was It a Dream?

By James H. Dillard

Bducator; Fregident Jeones Fousdation aud John F. Slater Fund; descied io practical solution of Socigl snd
Beowoemic Conditions.

§ there anythimg i the whole range of psy-
chology wmore mysterious, morve puzzling,
than a dream? Fven when a dream cun be se-
eounted for, as i the case which I am about to
| realiticg w chich

relate, the vaviations my
form the hasiz sre as interesting a sebject of
i;pvc’is'izz:‘.i(m as the fact of the dream atselfl
What 15 it m the mind which zeeros to attempt
titiom of an secn
the detsils partly, not wholly, out of Iike
the veality?

Two nights age I had a remarkabiy vind
dream, 1 mrr-ﬂri out the hight exactly at eleven-
thirty, and awoke with a startied surprise at s

{ew minutes past twelve.

Ereyiie, £ it ‘%"’l' iwists

SO T
& 1‘.(3

At gnee | remembered

the dreamy which bad occurred in this beef tioe
wnd at onee I also recognized the facts ‘f'wh
seetned  to account for it 1 am ancertain
whether it wonld be heticr to tell fwst ile
dreqm, or the fuets which Iny back of 11 Per-
Laps it would be better to tell the dresm freat.
T dveamt that § was 1 in
¢ Washington, and that as 1
was driving mxwz:ni with ag much prw? as the

muddy reads would permit. I noticed 2t cach

ting souths

a motor-ear fre

county line a large bill-board op which was
painied i large lotters the name of the county,
snd below the name, in smalier letters, rome
fegend. At first T did not stop o read the
words, but sfter some houvrs, during which

£
&
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in the field, and the first time that more than one
man has stood out openly for a tsx on land valneg
when secking clection. So it is really the first
public verdict on the guestion, and i comes after
a two-year trial of a partial exemption of improve-
ments. There is absolutely no doubt that the
Farmers will be strong in the next Provineial eam-
paign, and judging by yesterday’s resulis in our
staid city labor will alse do well. It is not out of
the reckoning that we will duplicate Ontario’s ex-
perience. Both wings of this new and formidable
movement are out in the open for taxation of land
values.”

Oniario

The Drury Government is making good iis
promise of local option in taxation. ‘The measure
was introduced in the Legislature on the 23d by
the Prime Minister, and given first reading. Mr.
Drory explained to the House that the Geovern-
ment was preparved to “go the limit” in removing
taxes on improvements, income and business, if the
ratepayers so decide, but there will be safeguards
requiring reductions to be made on a graded seale.
I ten per cent of these who voted at the previcus
munjcipal election petition for a vole on the gues-
tHon, it must be submitted to the people, and if
approved by a majority of those voiing, the coun-
cil must pass the by-law demanded. The Act per-
mits a reduction of not less than ten per eent., nor
more than twenty-five per cent., the first year, and
similiar amounts each succeeding year until the
whole of the assessed value on the improvements,
income or business is exempt-which means, until
all munieipal taxes are upon land values. The
same course may be pursued to restore the pressnt
system, should the voters wish to retarn te it after
frying the nmew system.

Denmark

The Danish Government is trying to adjust iis
land system to the ecenomic requirements of its
people. The Finance Minister had before the
erisis introduced a bill for replacing the national
property tax by a tax on land values, Of the pro-
vigions of the hill the Berlingske Tidende, as trans-
lated by the London Commonwweal, says:

The tax will be levied on the ground value of
the land, assessed with reference to its nature,
situation, and the economic use to which it is put.
The tax will be based on the special land valua-
tion which will take place on the oecasion of the
gencral property fax valoation in 1920, or other
revaluations undertaken in this commection. A
new general land-valuation will take place on
July 1, 1926, and thereafter every fifth year.

The tax will amount te 5 per thousand of the
land value thus calculated. An abatement of
Kr.2,000 will be allowed during the first five
vears until June 30, 1926, in the case of rural
property and the unbuilt-on land in towns. Dur-

ing the following five years the shatement will
be Kr.1,060, and will then cease.

The above Bill is supplemented by another,
introduced by the Home Secretary, dealing with
local property taxstion.

According to this Bill, all local property taxes
at present in force will be replaced as from July
I, 1921, by a local tax on landed property levied
on all properties subject to the national land
tax. The rate of assessment will be determined
by the local authorities, subject to the provision
that it may not exceed 2 per cent. of the ground
valve in Copenhagen and other towns, or 1.2 per
cent. in country districts. Where the new regu-
lations involve a reduction in the tax payable, an
additional tax will be levied equivalent to the dif-
ferenee between the amount payable on the prop-
erty in the financial year 1920-21, or calendar
year 1920, and the amount payable according to
the new agsessment.

If ihe property shonld rise in value, an addi-
tional tax of not more than 1.5 per cent. of the
increment will be levied. Finally, a house duty
on luxury buildings is introduced, payable on the
amount of the value of the building excecding
Kr.30,000, but not exceeding 4 per thousand of
that amount. The valuation of the buildings will
be based on the cost of their erection, 1914 prices
being applied in the case of buildings erected
before that date.

Germany

Homestead legislation and the question of hous-
ing has called forth stringent laws and radical
plang. Privately owned land required for homes,
te promote setilement and reclamation or the im-
provement of agriculture, may be expropriated.
Economic use of the land is the duty of the land
owner toward the community, The increment in
value arising without the investment of capital
or labor is to be made available for the community.
Natural wealth and natural power that can be put
te economic uses are under the control of the state.
“ This clanse (Ariicle 155) from the German
constitution,” says the Survey, “ places housing
and the creation of homesteads inte the front
rank of the Republic’s social program and prepares
the way for far-reaching national legislation om
land value taxation, socialization of minerals and
water power, and distribution of large landed
estates.  So far little more than good intentions
are discernible, however, in the reconstruection
work of the government: for the diffenlties in the
way of an active exceution of accepted plans or
even of carrying the necessary legislation arve
enormous,”

In the Field

Jamez R. Brown lectured on tazation in Erie,
Pa., April 7, before the civic department of the
Woman's Club, which is making a stady of applied
civies. April 8, Mr. Brown delivered several ad-
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dresaes o the Central High Schoeol, at § AL M.,
before 530 pupils in the Assembly Hall, Prof
Gieorge O, Moore in charge; aleo at A M., and
10 A M., before the cconomic classes in eharge of
Miss Ruth MeCreszy, The sipdents showed io-
tenge interest. At 6 P. M., Mr. Brown spoke at
the banguoet of the Liberal Club of the (Unitarian
Charel, where the fundamental doctrine of taxa-
tion was well received by an andienee embracing
some of the leading men of the ity April 9, at
2 P, 81 another lecture on taxation was delivered
to the other High Schesl, before 880 pupils in
charge of Prof. John T Dichi.

Aprit 15, Mr. Brown spoke at the Chamber of
Comerce banguet in Sowerville, N, 3. This was
the largest meeting of the year, and the treatracnt
of the subjeet, “ How to promote the prosperity
of Semerville,” way well yeceived. April 19, Allap
Bobinson spoke on hovsing, and Mr. Brown on fax-
ation bofore the Open Table of the Mational Aris
Chob of New York,

April 23, By, Brown lectnred at the Syracuse
University in the moerning before the classes of Dy
Wolfe and Professor Wright, each lecture being
before double classes. At 1 P. M., be addressed s
luncheon at Onondags, given by Mrs, W Hatton
Hizuvelt to a number of leading men and women.
At 8 P. M., the Women's Congress met in Syra-
euge for the purpose of considering tax problems.

=
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Birs. Whithic, Speaker of the Congre
the nature of the mesting, sad intred
Hlauvelt, who, as chairman of the committee on
taxation, presided over the deliberationy of the
Congress.  The spenkers were Warren 5, Blao-
vely of Terre Hauvte, Ind., whe dealt with funda-
mental economie aspeets of taxation; Jolm J.
Murphy, former Tenement Houwse Commissioner of
Mew York City, who spoke on the housing problem;
and Fames B, Brown, who discussed the nature of
taxation and the methods of applicationn At the
conclusion of the addresses & wotion earrvisd unan-
imcusly committing the Congress te Home Rule in
Fazation for the City of Byracusa.

April 23, Mr. Brown lectured before Frof. Wil-
tard €. Fisher's classes in economics ab New York
University.  April 29, Bren Mawr Improvement
Associstion and the Mepperhan Twprovement As-
sociztion held a Jeint weebing in the Yonker's
sehoolkonse, which was addressed by My, Brown.
Civent interest and enthusiasm was shown in bax-

ation ag a practical mensore of relief from present
pressare of FL C. L. May 8, Mr. Brown addressed

an equally enthusiastic mecting of the Brotherhood
of the Morsemere M. E. Chureh in Vonkers, N Y.

Mr. Frown reports the keepest intevest in fands-
mental fax reform, pazticularly among students,
wore, and mer of affairs, Women especially are
giving the problem earnest attention




