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ance of power. If it must so end, great God! why
not begin with the conference and have no war at
all? He saw that people did not realize the stag-
gering, the unspeakable catastrophe that the world
and humanity confronted—a catastrophe that would
draw blood-red scars across the future to remotest
time. He saw that here in America we were lapped
in a sense of false security. All this he saw, saw
plainly, as the cables poured in from London, Paris,
Berlin, Vienna, from all the world, each with its
message of impending ruin and death.
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The End of Monarchy and War.

Chicago Tribune, August 2.—Before establishing
hell on earth the pietistic kings commend their sub-
Jects to God. Seek the Lord’s sanction for the
devil’'s work. “And now I commend you to God,”
said the kaiser from his balcony to the people in
the street. ‘““Go to church and kneel before God and
pray for His help for our gallant army.” Pray that
a farmer dragged from a Saxon field shall be speed-
fer with a bayonet thrust than a winemaker taken

from his vines in the Aube; that a Berlin lawyer ,

shall be steadier with the rifie than a Moscow mer-
chant; that a machine gun manned by Heldelburg
students shall not jam and that one worked by Paris
carpenters shall. Pray that a Bavarian hop grower,
armed in a quarrel in which he has no heat, shall
outmarch a wheat grower from Poltava; that Cos-
sacks from the Don shall be lured into barbed wire
entanglements and caught by masked guns; that an
innkeeper of Salzburg shall blow the head off a
baker from the Loire. “Go to church and pray for
help”—that the hell shall be hotter in innocent Ar-
dennes than it is in equally innocent Hessen; that
it shall be hotter in innocent Kovno than in equally
innocent Posen. And the pietistic czar commends
his subjects to God that they may have strength of
arm in a quarrel they do not understand. . . . The
kings worship Baal and call it God, but out of the
sacrifice will come, we think, a resolution firmly
taken to have no more wheat growers and growers
of corn, makers of wine, miners and fishers, arti-
sans and traders, sailors and storekeepers offered
up with prayer to the Almighty in a feudal slaughter,
armed against each other without hate and without
cause they know, or, if they knew, would give a
penny which way it was determined. . . . It is the
twilight of the kings. The republic marches east in

Europe.
&
The Balance of Power.

The (London) Nation, July 18.—The hatred of war
and the despair at the growth of armaments is the
current mood of educated men. Europe has survived
acute risks of war, and realized in the act of sur-
vival the deeper unity, the latent good sense, which
does and will avail to keep the peace. And yet it
seems as though the less there Is left to quarrel
about, the more were nations bent on having some-
thing to quarrel with. .. . . We are accustomed
now to the spectacle of a conflict which threatens
for a moment to engulf all Europe, but presently
vanishes through the beneficent pressure of the
allifes of the Powers directly concerned. That has
twice happened over Eastern affairs. A superficial
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observer is content to say that alliances help to
keep the general peace. So they do, but they first
make the general danger. Moreover, even {f it
were true that the system of alllances averts some
possiblo wars (while rendering Armageddon con-
ceivable), its. effect on armaments is wholly and
demonstrably mischievous. The influence of an ally
is always used . .. to stimulate the arming of her
partner. . . . This triple system means for every
Power thut it bears the weight of the ambitions, the
enmities, and the dangers, not of one nation, but of
three. Every crisis in Europe today affects every
Power, and the consequence {8 that the stimulus
to arm is forever repeated and forever echoed from
every quarter of the horizon.
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Will Texas Lead the Way?

St. Louis Post Dispatch, July 27.—James E. Fer-
guson’s victory in the Texas Democratic State pri-
mary, Saturday, July 26, has decided national sig-
nificance. * * * For the growing American army of
landless and homeless tenant farmers—now more
than 40 per cent of the whole number of Ameri-
can farmers and more than 50 per cent Im Texas—it
means that a beginning has been made toward
relieving their condition, that public attention has
at last been focused upon their problem, and that
in the judgment of a large majority of the voters
of one of the greatest states the time is ripe for
radical land reforms. For the railroads of the South-
west it means that the people will not permit them
to refund their enormous quantities of watered se-
curities at par, thus fixing the burden of excessive
rates and inferior service on shippers for two more
generations. It is notice to these roads that they
must prepare to refund their bonds on the basis
of actual values invested in their properties, includ-
ing not one dollar of franchise values. For the

‘protective tariff wing of the Southwestern Democ-

racy, led by ex-Senator Joseph W. Bailey, it means
a final and crushing defeat, a triumph for the Wilson
bill’s agricultural free list in .the chief of the agri-
cultural states. In this campaign all the great cor-
porate interests of Texas—railroads, express, public
utility, telegraph, telephone, lumber, oil, cattle, etc.,
all but two or three of the leading daily newspapers;
90 per cent of the prominent politicians of all fac-
tions; 80 per cent of the lawyers and nearly all of
the preachers; the whole landlord element with rare
exceptions; most of the bankers and big business
men—these and other powerful elements of society,
including the Texas Federal office holders, were
aligned back of Col. Ball of Houston, the railroad-
prohibition candidate for Governor. James E. Fer-
guson of Temple had nobody with him but the plain
people—farm folk in the country, workingmen and
small business men in the towns and cities. The
returns show * * * that the people of Texas as a
whole welcomed the opportunity (afforded them by
the candidacy of a vigorous, modern-minded young
man- who never before ran for office), to consign the
whole tribe of old-time political bosses—pro and
anti:pro, Bailey and anti-Bailey—to the political
scrap heap. Saturday’s primary signalizes the ar-
rival of a new era in the political and industrial af-
fairs of Texas. It foreshadows land and industrial




