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Any person who thoughtfully
considers present political condi-
tions in the United States must
take into account two facts which
are usually overlooked. They are
carelessly ignored by the indiffer-
ent and intentionally slurred over
by the designing.

The first of these is the fact thart
tle erystals of public sentiment,
the world over, are agitated by
new industrial questions whicl
are generating new political is-
#nes. The other is the fact that
these new issues are foreing upon
American voters new alignments
in their party politics and affilia-
tions.

That this disturbance of party
<“rystallization is vastly more
disorganizing in its effect upon the
Democratie than upon the Repub-
lican party is obvious. The reason
for it is evident: the Democratic
party happens to be the party out
of power. But visible disorgani-
zation is not the only process
whereby parties lose their vital-
ity. If the Republican party,
securely intrenched in power, has
escaped visible disorganization, it
has not escaped the potent forces
of silent and invisible disintegra-
tion,

Both parties are vitally affected
by these voleanic disturbances of
public opinion, and if the party in
Power continues to present an or-
ganized front in spite of disinte-
gration within, it is because its
Power enables it to appeal with
success for the support and influ-
ence of the necessitous, the
greedy, the conventionally respect-
able and the strenuously ambi-

tious, as well as those who have
grown old and blind in its service
and think it still what it used to
be. Parties long in power exeite
patriotic emotions and control
glittering - opportunities. This
strengthens the party machine
and its power holds radicalism
within the party'in check.

It is different with a party long
out of power. The party machine
grows so weak that radieal senti-
ment within the party breaks
bounds. That is the condition of
the Demoeratie party. Its organ-
ization is rent and torn by internal
conflicts,  On one side are mere
office-seekers  and  traditional
partisans, who hope to restore
their party to power, and who are
supported by conservatives wish-
ing to perpetnate the existing or-
der, or disorder, as the case may
be. On the other are progressives
who aspire to make their party vi-
tally representative of their own
newer views, This is the reason
the Democratic party caunot pre-
sent a united front to the united
front of the Republicans.

Having been long out of power,
the Democratie party has become,
inthe natureof things political, the
the seat of warin the clash of opin-
ions over new political issues. Into
it have come Republicans whose
democratic ideas no longer find a
congenial home in the Republican
party. Out of it have gone Demo-
crats  whose plutocratic  ideas
make a party of demoeratic expee-
tations and possibilities repulsive
to them. Yet there are many
plutocrats still in the Demoeratic
party, and some who had left it re-
turned when their hopes of con-
trolling its machinery revived. So
the conflicting forees of plutocracy
and democraecy in the United
States center in this party.

There is at present a lull, while

the party awaits’ its Presidential
candidate’s speech or letter of ac-
ceptance. Its platform is satis-
factory to the democratic element.
Should its candidate accept that
platform without equivocation,
this element would doubtless
make shift to aceept him also.
What that element will do if he
takes the advice of plutocratic
leaders and builds a platform of
his own, inconsistent with the one
upon which he was nominated, re-
mains to be seen. ‘

Democrats of the democratic
variety will welcome the action of
the anti-imperialists of Boston in
their indorsement, at a meeting on
the 1st in Faneuil Hall addressed
by Gov. Garvin of Rhode Island,
Bourke Cockran of New York
and George S, Boutwell, of Massa-
chusetts, of the Ihilippine plank
of the Democratic platform.
There is nothing equivocal about
this plank. Without qualifying
words or conditions, it distinctly
ingists that—

we ought to do for the Philippines what
we have done already for the Cubans,
and it is our duty to make that promis2
now, and upon suitable guarantees of
proteciion to cltizens of our own and
other countries resident there at the
time of our withdrawal, set the Fili-
pino people upon their feet, free and
independent to work out their own
destiny,

It is important to observe, how-
ever, that this is not the declara-
tion which the plutocraticelement
of the party tried to secure. The
draft made by Williams of Mis-
sissippi and approved by the Par-
ker leaders, was as full of weasel
words as a dead horse of maggots.
It declared we ought to do this
thing for the Filipinos “ultimate-
Iy,” as soon as it ecan be done
“wigely and safely for the Fili-
pinos themselves,” and after se-
euring for ourselves “naval sta-
tions” and “coaling stations.” and
haying fixed up “fvade relations.”
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Had this draft been adopted it
would have been about as hard tv
distingnish a “regular” Democrat
from a “regular’ Republican on
the Philippine question as on the
money guestion.

And it would have been adopted
had the plutocratic element pre-
vailed in the committee on plat:
form. It would have been madv
worse. For Willinms had gar-
nished his dish with some demo-
cratic rhetorie, innocuous to pluto-
crats yet agrecable to democrats,
which the sub-committee on plat-
form did away with, The sub-
committee’s plank is entitled, in
passing, to the credit of having
also done away with Williams's
weasel word—"ultimately;” but it
limited the good intentions of the
party, both as to time and condi-
tions, even more plutocratically
than had Williams. The time for
independence, according to the
sub-committee, was to be, as Wil-
liams had it, when it could be
granted “wisely and safely for the
Filipinos"—the same time that
I'resident Roosevelt is willing to
fix; the conditions precedent
were to be American “naval sta-
tions,” “coaling stations,” “trade”
privileges, and “guarantee of pro-
tection™ not merely to foreigners,
as Williams had it, but “to all
national and international inter-
e¢sts"—thereby making  secure
provision for the safety of land
and franchise exploitation. If
that is anti-imperialism, Hanna
was as good an anti-imperialist as
anybody.

But, thanks
vigilance,
that

to Mr. DBryvan's
indnstry and ability,
imperialistic  plank  was
struck out, and in its ‘place
was inserted the  honest  and
unequivocal anti-imperialist plank
which now appears in the
platform and which the anti
imperialists of Boston have in-
dorsed.  Anti-imperialists every-
where are looking forward with no
little interest to the 10th of Au
pust, the time set for Judge ar-
ker to remove the seal from his po
litical eonvictions, for an expres-
sion of hisx opinion on the Philip-
pine plank of his platform. Wil

hgendorse the Bryan version with-
out equivocation, will he restore
the weasel-wordy version of Wil
linmis or that of the sub-commit-
tee, or will he dodge the issue alto-
gether? This may prove later in
the campaign to be a question of
gome moment. '

Bryan's call to the Democracy
to move forward has had a start-
ling effect on the New York Nation.
Itaeves ave bloodshot and its jowls
a-foam. '

Having been told that Mr. Bryan
refuses to speak for the guberna.
torial candidate of the fraudulent
Democratic convention of Illinois,
the Chicago Chronicle, a Republic-
an organ of long standing which
has but recently put on the Repub-
lican label, explains it on the
ground that the treasury of the
Ilinois Democracy is empty and
Bryan speaks “for revenue only.”
Bryan's character in this respect
is too well established to need any
defense.  Whatever weaknesses
he may be supposed to have, no
sane person believes that one of
them is sordidness. But while
Bryan does not need a defense
from such an accusation as the
Chronicle’s, the accusation itself
is significant. Does it not fairly
arouse suspicion as to the Chron-
icle's own understanding of the re
lations of public politivs to private
finanee?

There would be more to hope for
out of the strenuons times in which
we live, if men were disposed to
give judgment according to their
concepiions of what is just and
fair all around, and not with ref-
crence alone to personal interests
or class sympathies. Take the as-
sassination of Plehve, for illustra-
tion, and why do we denounce the
assassin for his crime while ap-
plauding the officials who have tor-
tured him? If it is just to torture
a Russian subject who murders
without the arbitrary authority of
a czar., why is it unjust fo
assassinate  a Russian  official
who murders  with  the arbi-
trary  authority of a ezar? If
one is right. why is the other
wrong? Letus try tobe fairabout

these things. I)Md the Russian
subject arbitrarily kill the Rus-
sian official? Very well, then let
us approve the subject’s execution
so that he can assassinate no one
elge. Did the Russian official
arbitrarily kill Russian sul-
jects? Shall we say, Yes, and yet
excuse his erime while denoune-
ing his murderer’s? We cannot do
this and be fair. Murder is mur-
der. The sad truthis that we are
all too much disposed to appeitl to
Right when we are of the weak
who suffer from the strong, while
deifying Might when we are of the
sirong who make the weak to suf-
fer. Plehve arbitrarvily hurls the
destructive power of anempire at
its helpless subjects, not because
they are criminal but because they
are weak, and we find him an ex-
cuse in the philosophy that ex-
plains that the only right is Might;
subjects hurl a destructive bomb
at him under ecircumstances in
which for the moment they are
gtronger than he, and forthwith
we search our moral codes for as-
surances that might is not Right.
Is this attitude of mind conducive
to law and order?

Bishop Potter, who is in high de-
gree, perhaps in the highest, the
clerical representative of aris-
tocracy in the United States, de-
clares that “we must make the
home of the workingman cleaner
und brighter, and we must see that
he gets his recreation.” Where-
upon the kindly bishop assists at
the dedication of a workingmen's
saloon. Wedo not join in the pious
hue and cry against him. But how
his solicitude does seem, to quote
his own words back at him, yet not
Larshly, to be appropriate to “the
most tragic and at the same time
the most comic feature in modern
history.” What a touching in-
stanee this, to be added to the vast
catalogue of instances in veritica-
tion of Tolstoy’s. idea that “the
rich arve willing to do anything for
the poor except to get off their
backs.” If the avistocraey of this
country, nupon which Bishop 'ot-
ter has so much influence, were to
realize that its duty to “make the
howe of the workingman cleaner
and, brighter? and to “see that he:
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zets his recreation,” is infinitely
less imperative than to get off his
back, the workingman might be
in better form himself to make his
home cleaner and brighter and to
get his own recreation. The sym-
mitthy of rhe beneficiaries of privi-
lege for the sufferings of its vice-
tims is not unlike the sorrow of
the—

' . - . . . considerate crocodile
Wtich iived on the banks of the river Nile,
He liftec his eves with a took of woe
“’h]][&;&i.s tears ran down to the siream be-
“l am mourning,” sald he, “the unhappy

ate
Of the dear lttle ish which I just now ate.”

Mr. Lyman J. Gage. secretary of
the treasury in McKinley's cab-
inet, has made a discovery in
economics. He has discgvered
that land, labor and capital have
in themselves no wealth-produc-
ing power, but must be supple-
mented by “ability”! It would be
interesting to know what Mr.
Gage imagines “labor” to be, since
lie finds it necessary to introduce
“ability” as a fourth factor in pro-
duction. He is not a man given to
piling up words needlessly. Yet
the term “labor” comprises ail
that he intends to imply by “abil-
ity.” It is probable that what he
means by “ability,” is not ability
in itself, for all grades of labor—
even the lowest grade of the un-
skilled—must possess the ability
to accomplish what it labors todo;
le probably means organizing and
managing ability. But this form
of ability falls into the general
ategory of “labor.” It is only
when subdivisions are necessary
or convenient that jt is proper to
distinguish “managing labor,” “or-
ganizing labor,” or skilled labor™
of any kind from labor commonly
called nnskilled. s a productive
force all labor is one force, what-
ever ita variety of expression, from
coal bearer to engineer and thence
to captain of industry;just as, on
the other hand, all land is, as a pro-
ductive opportunity, one oppor-
tunity, whatever its variety, from
hard serabble farming land tocity
building land that sells at the rate
of ten millions the acre. In the
~ language of the man in the strees
Mr. GGage “has another guess com-
ing.” If he makes that guess ont
of the ability of his own licad, and

the richness of his own experience
as a man of affairs, instead of
tangling his thought in the fancies
of some economic word-builder
who puts forth a ditfferent name as
a different thing, Mr. Gage's las{
guess will doubtless be very much
better than his first.

LAND VALUE IN FARMS.

v

A gratifying degree of interesi
has been manifested in the strik-
ing fact brought out by the recent-
ly published assessments in New
York city under the new law
which requires the placing in sep-
arate columns of the land valua-
tion and the total valuation re-
spectively of each parcel. The
publie journals have commented
on the stupendous and almost in-
conceivable value attaching to
land on Manhittan island, and
rural land owners have been forci-
bly impressed that from the stand-
point of land value their farms,
with all their vast and conspicu-
ous areas, really cut but a very in-
significant figure.

One idea which has frequently

‘found expression, particularly.in

oral discussions, is to the effect
that these enormous taxable val-
ues in mere sites ought to be ina
sense and to anextent public prop-
erty. It is hardly to be doubted
that as other’cities come to adopt
the separate assessment plan, as
in 1he interest of equity and good
policy they are bound to do, the
minds of thoughtful men will turn
more and more to the land values
thus brought to light as a basis
for special assessments in case of
such public improvements as can-
not be claimed to be of pereeptible
benefit, pecuniarily or otherwise.
fo the tenant farmer for instance,
or the day laborer.

It has generally been assumed
that land-owning farmers,  of
whom the writer is one, would
stand firmly in the way of singling
out land value as a suhject for
special taxation.  This assump-
tion elearly involves the further
assumption that land value taxa-
tion would injure the farmer, and
must stand or fall with it. Nocon-
siderable class of men, we may
claim withont undue arrogance.
have a better capacity or better
opportanit’es for finding out facts
that concern their pecuniary -in:
terests than we have. We are

coming to be pretty well organized
in most of the States, and we have
free mail delivery to a consider-
able extent. A number of facts
may bhe cited to show that up-to-
date views even on taxation have
been making considerable prog-
ress among us. The doctrine thae
“all property should bear its just
burden of taxation,”—that ix,
should go on the tax list,—though
not yet obsolete, is-by no means so
conspicuous as it formerly was in
our Grange resolutions and official
utterances. The “listing system,”
once 8o popular where it had not
been tried, is now seldom asked
for, and few among us are o un-
wary as to speak publicly in its
praise. We feel a growing suspi-
cion that our mortgage tax, while
a monumental failure as a rev-
enue raiser, is too much of a suc-
cess ay a raiser of interest rates on
farm mortgages. And we yield to
none in the loudness and vigor of
our objections when our assess-
ments are increased by reason of
new or newly painted hounses and
barns.

Finally and seriously, we feel
that rural production and con-
sumption figure largely among
the causes which give rise to the
enormous taxable site values of
populous centers; and while we
fully appreciate the fact that
much is being done for our pacifi-
cation in the way of school and
highway appropriations, publicin-
struction in agricultural science
and the like, we believe that we
have, notwithstanding, a right to
desire and to seek by all proper
means a still more just distribu-
tion of the burdens and benefits of
public expenditure between city
and country. And as we come to
more fully realize the impractica-
hility of reaching by taxation the
vast personal possessions, tangi-
ble and intangible, held in cities,
our attention is hopefully attraet-
ed to comparative real estate
vialues and assessments, The no-
forious undervaluation of unim-
proved lands in cities and sub-
urbs, and even in our neighboring
villages, is a matter of discussion
among us, and the subject of pro-
portionate land values in urban
and rural communities possesses
a growing interest.,

In yview of the aliove and other
considerations) the Tnited States
Department af A griculture began



276

The Public

Seventh Year,

several vears ago an investigation
for the purpose of ascertaining
the facts regarding farm val
ues and assessments, including
> the proportion of land value to the
total value, in the farms of certain
‘sections of the State of New York.
The results of this inquiry, as far
as available at the time, were pub-
lished by the Department in an of-
ficial document entitled “Local
‘Taxation as Affecting Farms.” 1t
had a considerable cirenlation and
was widely known and quoted as
“(Circular No. 3.”

This little pamphlet will repay
«careful study on the part of any
farmer, good roads advocate, or
other person deploring the drift
of young people from country te
city, and feeling the need of some
pr.utxual means of increasing the
advantages and attractions of
rural life without adding to the
heavy burden of local taxation on
farms. Space will not allow of ex-
tended quotation, but it may be
atated that 1,114 farms are “cov-
wred by the report (Table 2, page
13), ha\m" a total real eﬁtnte

value of $7,257,802, and an unim-
proved land value of $2.842.-
192, or 39.2 per cent. of the
total wvalue. This 39.2 per cent.
of land value is compared
(page 9 with the only cor
responding urban statistics then
available, namely, those of Bos-
ton, whose assessments showed
# proportion of land value to total
value of 53.1 per cent. Accepting
these as fair averages for country
and city, the conclusion stated
{page 11) was that a farming com-
munity having an equal total real
estate value with a city com
munity under the same fiscal au-
thority would pay 19.4 per cent.
less than one-half-the common tax
levy if land value, instead of total
vilue, were the basis of assess.
ment, the city, of conrse, paying
correspondingly more than one
Thalf.

The Greater New York assess-
ment tables show a land valve for
the entire arca equal to 77 per
went. of total real estate value
(see The Publie, vol. vi, p. 600y,
Detroit, which has also honored
lier civie judgment by adopting
the separate agsesgment plan, re-
ports 59 per cent. of land value to
total value. Tt may, therefore, be
assumed that the 581 per cent. of
city land value employed in Ciren-
Iar No. 5 is not too high, and it is

the purpose of this article to
show, among other things, that
the 39.2 per cent. of farm land
value is by no means too low as re-
gards the great majority of farms
in the sections examined.

The writer is in possession of
duplicates of all the work done by
one of theDepartment agents em-
ployed in collecting the data for
“Cirenlar No. 5,” a large part of
which was omitted through cler-
ical carelessness from the report
as originally published. Anexam-
ination of these duplicates, whose
figures cover a considerable area
of good back-country farming
land in the counties of Cattarau-
gus and Chautauqua, State of
New York, as well as some very
choice locations in the Lake Erie
grape belt, has suggested some
further interesting tabulations.

The 892 farms are first classi-
fied according to value, the basis
of classifiration being the value
per acre, as noted in the proper
column of the official blank, of the
cultivated pnrfmn of c-ar-h farm,
exclusive of buildings. This value
in class 1 is $50 and upwards; in
class 11, $35 to $50; and in class
111, $35 and less,

Table 1 shows the number of
farms in each class by townships,
and it is to be noted that the aim
of the examiner was to take sam-
ple valuations from the best, the
poorest, and the average, farming

sections respectively of each
township.
Class 1. Class 2. Class .
Chautanqua County,
TIANOVEr Looiiiiiiennnns 19 2 R
Sherldan L2 1 b
Dunkirk .. 13 - -
Pomfret .. ] 8 1
Portland oM 1 b
Westtield ... Lo 18 — b
Ripley ... ] 2 0
Minw ... -— - 10
French — -_ 18
Ciymer ... 1 2 1
Sherman ... 3 1 17
CHAUGNGUL cvrviniians T b 12
Stockion . = - 25
Charlotte . —_ 1 bl
Arkwright - 1 g
Villenova . oy = - o
Cherry Creekoo i — - 21
Total coviiiiiiiiiiniinn 125 19 228
Cattaraugna County
Perryehurg ...... 9 3 10
Dayton ... — 3 16
Otto ... - 2 13
Leon ... — 2 16
Persia . -— — 14
l\tu Albion, - 6 14
Coldapring . — 2 18
South Valley., -— — 15
Hud House, ... —_ —_ 18
Carrolton .. - —_ 156
Elllcottville 1 1 13
Mansfield .. -_— —_ 16
East Otto, 2 2 11
Ashford .. - 7 1
York=hire ..... - 7 13
T‘mnkl‘n\vhle f 0 A
Tymdon - 1 2
T=chnn . - 2 aa
Humphrey . — -— R

Class 1. Clusulz. Cluss 3.

Allegany 5 0 8
Oican .. 8 9 1
Hortvill 2 3 24
Hinsdale . ] &
Muchias .... - 2 13
Farmersville .... o1 1 14
Freedom ... I 14 L]
Total sieveiiniienninnnes 34 “w 3%

Grand total. .......... 139 109 6

It will be noted that the farms
whose cultivated land without

buildings is worth $50 and up- .

vards per acre constitute a trific
more than one-ifth of the total
number of furms. More than one-
half of the townships show noe
farms of this class, though this
does not in every case indicate
that nouve exist in the township,
but only that the examiner, tak-
ing at random half-a-dozen farms
in the best section, nearest the
principal village as a rule, failed
to hit upon land so highly valued.
Classes I and 11 together make up
less than one-third the whole, and
it may be stated, as a matter of
knowledge on the part of the
writer, that good arable land in
western New York, in localities
not traversed by railroads and dis-
tant three miles and upwards from
stations, is very rarely valued af
more than $256 an acre without
buildings, while hillside pastures
sell at from 5 to $10. It may,
therefore, be safely asserted that
class III, for all the purposes of
the following table, typifies a
grade of farms considerably above
rather than below the general av-
erage of the prosperous rural
townships of that section of the
country.

Before presenting table 2itmay
not be amiss to state that land
value, as explained in “Cireular
No. 5,” does not in all cases mean
the value of the bare land initsac-
tual state, but in its unimproved
state, without advantages of any
kind due to the application of re-
cent labor. As a forcible illustra-
tion, suppose a farm lately cleared
in the midst of a marsh or the wil-
derness of an abandoned timber
tract., Im such a case the land
value would be no greater than
the value of an equal area of the
surrounding waste to which no
labor had been applied. It might
be 5 an acre, while the actual
farm was worth $25 an acre or
more;and it may well be supposed
that land value instead of total
value as a bagis of tax assess-
ments conld have no terrors for
the_industrions and enterprising
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owner of such a farm. But or-
dinarily, as in long settled and
well improved localities, the dif-
ference between land value anild
the value of bare land is much
less, though seldom if ever quite
imperceptible,

Table 2 shows the proportion in
the three classes respectively of
land value and of aetual assess
ments to total real estate value.

Class 1. Cl 2.
Crautauqua County. s ass Clma'

Number of farms.... 125 19 228
Per cent. land value
of total value........ 55.1 40.6 34.0
Per cent, assessment
of total value....... 36.0 44,8 66.4
Cattaraugus County,
Number of farms..., 34 %0 396
Per cent. land value
of total value,.......55.4 43.0 875
Per cent, assessment
of total value.. AT 57.9 60.4
(‘hnlllnt and Catt. Coun-
(-
Number of farms.... 159 109 624
Per cent, land vaiue
of total value.......55.1 427 36.2
Per cent. land value
of total value...,,..38.0 56.0 589

It is often stated, as a gener-
al rule, that, taking any section of
inhabited country as a whole, the
land values are reflected in the im-
provements, the two divisions be-
ing substantially equal. But such

data asere thus far available to’

throw light on the subject go to
prov-e that as civilization and so-
cial development proceed land
values tend to increase faster
than improvement values, and
from being ronmderablv Ieﬂs to
bevome corr espondmglv greater.
Whether this follows from the
natural order of social growth or
is the resuli of institutional and
artificial causes may be an aca-
demic question, but the fact itself
undeniably demands practical
consideration.

The further interesting fact in-
dicated in table 2, that, other
things being equal, the most intel-
ligent and conscientious assessors
tend in their estimates to come
nearer the actual value of small

and low-priced than of large and-

high-priced properties, seems to
be due to a mysterious, but every-
where obvious principle of our log-
ical processes. The irresistible
conclusion is that, in view of this
principle, and pending its scien-
tific explanation, onr tax laws and
. systems ought to be wisely and
carefully readjusted, to counter
act, as far as possible, rather than
to foster and encourage, the injus-
tice, not to say cruelty,involvedin
its operation.

Returning to the general show-
ing of the table, we see that as

the proportion of land value falls
from cluss to class, the proportion
of actual assessment rises, as if
the rise, equally with the fall, oc-
curred in acvordance with an irre-
sistible law. The same tendencies
are very noticeable in “Circular
No. 5,7 although shown in sep-
arate tables and without the em-
phasis given by the classification
of farms according to value
Take, for instance, Red House and
South Valley, near the Cattaran-
gus Indian reservation, on the one
hand, and on the other Portland
and Pomfret, in the beautiful and
fertile Chautauquan grape sec-
tion. (Tables 4 and G).

= w g 9
& 52§ §
I -
F 2 3 2
£ T
m - .
s H
Per cent, land value of
total value.. L2407 232 43.2 500
Per cent, asaeqmem of
total value., ..41.6 36.0 33.2 36.2

-Such facts as these are worthy
the serious attention of Patrons
of Husbandry, as well as of all in
whatever walk of life who are in-
terested in just taxation. They
shounld go far to dispel what may
remain of prejudice against spe-
cial land value taxation and
against local option witha view to
such taxation, showing, as they
plainly de, that rural land ownera
have nothing to fear, but much to
hope for, from a recognition of the
justice and availability of this
source of additional publlc rév-
enue, -

They should, furthermore, rally
the mass of farmers to follow the
good example of New York city
and demand assessments at full
value and separate valuation of
land and improvements,

In connection with these re-
forms the Purdy plan of appor-
tionment. deserves a word of ear-
nest commendation as a desirable
and probably a necessary prelim-
inary measure. This plan, named
for the indefatigable secretary of
the New York Tax Reform Asso-
ciation, is embodied in a bill pre-
rented to the legislature of that
State by Senator Elsberg. It pro-
vides that the apportionment of
State tax among the several coun-
tiea shall be according to local rev-
enue (aside from that applied to
public schools), instead of accord.
ing to local assessment valua-
tions; thus entirely disconneeting

the methods of assessment in the
different counties from their
quota of the general tax levy, and
obtviating the necessity of expen:
sive State supervision of local as-
sessments. One county might tax
all property at 40 per cent., an-
other real-estate alone at 70 per
cent., and a third land alone at full
value; and all might make any
change desired in their basis or
their.rule as to percentage with-
out affecting their apportionment,.
which would be according to the
amount of revenue they raised for
local purposes, other than schools,.
without reference to their manner
of raising it. The same systenr
could be applied equally well to
the county tax levied on the differ-
ent townships, and, besides the
saving in log-rolling and wire-pull-
ing by members of the board of
supervisors, would furnish added
incentive to vigilance on the part
of local tax-payers by making the
county tax to an extent the pen-
alty for extravagance and mis-
management of the publie funds,
and not, a8 now, a fine upon hon-
esty and ronscientiousness in the
publicservice of assessment, With
the Purdy plan of apportionment
in operation, full value assess-
pents, as well’ as  other® tax re-
forms. would be greatly facilitat-
ed and any injustice between lo-
calities during the progress of
the change obviated.

The entire range of topies relat-
ing to taxatjon, assessment and
apportionment, in all their bear-
ings, but especially with reference
to comparative reul estate assess-
ments and land values in city and
country, are here earnestly com-
mended, by one of their own class,
to the attention of land-owning
farmers whose interest and influ-
ence in these subjects are so great.
The principles of taxation and the
effects of its various forms, while-
not difficult of comprehensioir
when carefully and candidly con-
midered, are still net obvious to
the casual thonght, but quite oth-
erwise. That to tax evidences of
debt is to tax debtors and not
ereditors, that a tax on vacant
lots makes them cheaper, while a
tax on merchants’ goods makes
them dearer, are truths plaimr
esnouch when once pointed out.
But how many of us would ever
have discovered them indepen-
dently? Of all the great publie
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questions that appeal to us at this
time, none calls more urgently for
examination and discussion than
how to employ most equitably and
to the greatest general benefit the
mighty and far-reaching power of
taxation.
E. P. ROUNSVELL.

EDITORIAL CORRESBPONDENCE.

BUFFALO. .

Buffalo, N. Y., July 3L.—On the
25th the mayor signed the local pub-
lic opinion ordinance which had been
passed on the 11th and 12th by the
two houses of the Buffalo common
council. This ordinance is patterned
after the Illinois public opinion act.
It provides that when flve per cent.
of the voters peiition for the submis-
sion to the people at a general elec-
tion of any question of public policy, or
when the common council by & ma-
Jjority resolution orders .it, the ques-
tion shaill be submitted. Not more
than three questions may be submitted
by pelition, however, in any one
year.

Therordinance is a result of the
activity of the Referencum League of
Erie county, of which Lewis Stock-
ton, upon whom has devolved most
of the work, is president. Last fall.
when Mr. Stockton was elected presi-
<dent of the League, he made an ag-
gressive ‘campaign by the distribution
of literature and the gquestioning of
candidates for office.  All the local
candidates for the assembly (the
lower branch of the State legislature)
save one, professed to favor the two
bills the League had prepared—one a
public opinion law for Buffalo, and
the other a compulsory referendum
law on Buffalo franchises. All the
candidates for councilman (one
of the two houses composing
the common council of Buffalo),
and nearly all the candidates for
alderman (the other houte of the com-
mon council) also gave favorable re-

plies to the League's questions. The
public opinion bill was indorsed
unanimously by the then existing

common council, and the referendum
bill was Indorsed by the chamber of
commerce on a referendum vote. The
president of the street railway com-
pany, who is an influential member
of the chamber of commerce, worked
very hard to defeat this latter in-
dorsement, but failed. Both  bills
were indorsed by the labor organiza-
tions.

But reither bill passed the legisla-
ture. The explanation was that George
A. Davis. one of the two senators from

Erie county and a member of the
committee on cities, to which the
bills were referred. refused to al-

low them to be reported back to the
Benate,

As soon as the legislature adjourned
Mr. Stockton presented to the com-
mon council the public opinion bill,
in the form of an ordinance, and
asked them to pass it, under their
general authority, contained in thz
city charter, to pass ordinances for
the good government of the city, and
under a sectlon of the general elec-
tlon law which requires the election
officlals to put upon the ballots any
question submitted to the voters of
the State or any subdivision of the
State. A hearing was had by the
committee on ordinances and a large
number attended. About "15 men
spoke in favor of the ordinance, some
of the speakers being the most promi-
nent business and professional men
in the city. There was no opposition
and the matter was referred to the
corporation counsel for his opinion
on the legality of the proposed or-
dinance. He advised that the com-
mon council had the power to enact
the ordinance. He did not think, how-
ever, that the election officials, who
are mostly county officers, could be
required to place the questions on the
ballot. Yet he recommended that the
ordinance be passed so that the gues-
tion might be tested in the courts
It was accordingly passed, and has
heen signed by the mayor as stated
above,

The League therefore proposed a
resolution for the common council to
adopt, providing as a question for
submission to the voters, that the
schoolhouses be opened for citizens
to hold meetings in to discuss pub-
lic questions. The aldermen refuseil
on the 25th to adopt this resolution
without a reference to committee.
That means that probably it will not
be* passed in time for the next elec-
tion, for it must be passed by the
common council two months before
the election, and the common ecouncil
has now adjourned until September.
If the League wish to' have the
public opinion ordinance passed upon
by the courts this year, they must
procure a petition of about 3500
names for the submission of a ques-
tion under tbe ordinance, and flle the
petition before September 8. ‘Thix
would not be difficult under ordinary
circumstances, but as August is the
vacation season, when most of the
League's workers are away, it may
be neglected. But local interest in the
referendum idea has wonderfully in-
creased.

ALBERT H. JACKSON.

NEWS

Week ending Thurscay, August 4.

What is believed to be in all
probability the decisive battle of
the Russian-Japanese war (p. 263)

has been in progress in the region
of Haicheng and Liaoyang since
the 23d. It has been a double
movement of the Japanese, with
Haicheng for one objective aml
Liaoyang for the other, yet with
a common purpose. The Haicheng
or left wing of the movement is led
by Gien. Oku, and the Liaoyang
or right wing by Gen. Kuroki.

Advancing westward from Kiao-
tung (p. 263) by two roads, Gen.
Kuroki has driven the Russians
ount of Yangtyuling on the south-
ern road line and out of Yashulint-
zu on the northern road, points
about 26 miles apart and 30 miles
east of Linovang. These points
were secured by the Japanese on
the 2d, when the Russians with-
drew westward to Anping.

Meanwhile Gen. Oku advanced
upon Haicheng. Fighting began
on the 23d at Tatchekiao, a point
on the railroad to the south of Hai-
cheng. Tatehekiao was soon evac-
uated by the Russians, and on the
29th (ien. Oku had swung his foree
castward and attacked Simucheng,
which he eaptured on the 31st.
Haicheng jtself fell on the 3d, and
the Russians withdrew back of the
defenses of Liaoyang, which they
still hold. .

These defenses are Anshan-
shan, on the railroad and south
of Liaoyang; Liandiansian. to the
cast of the railroad and southeast
of Linoyang: and Anping. to the
east of Linoyang. The Russian
line stretehes in front of Liaoyang
in a semicirele,. touching those
three points; while the Japanese
enveloping movement, now com-
pletely unified, with Liaoyang for
the objective, is pressing on.

By some correspondents it is be-
lieved that the Russians are re-
tiring farther north to Harbin, the
junction where the Russian rail-
road diverges southward to Port
Arthor and eastward to Viadivos-
tok. Their losses in guns are re-
ported to be heavy, from which it
ix inferred that their retreat is
not pursuant to any prearranged
plan of eampaign.

While Gens. .Oku and Kuroki
have been driving the Russians
nuder  Konropatkin® northward.
Field Marshal Oyvama has contin-

ued his advance upon Port Arthur
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(pp- 185, 204, 217, 236). It was re-

"~ ported on the 2Hth that Port
Arthur itself had fallen. This re-
port has proved-to be untrue; but
the Japanese are said to have cap-
tured Shantaiku, one of the im-
portant natural defenscs of Porr
Arthur, about ten miles from the
fortress, after three days of des-
perate fighting.

After capturing several neutral
vessgels for' earryving contraband
goods, and sinking some, the Viad-
ivostock squadron (pp. 185, 265)
returned to Vladivostock on the
2d. The commander, Rear Ad-
miral Jessen, reported the squad-
ron in perfect condition. It had
sunk a small Japanese vessel;
searched the British steamer Ca-
nmeirra; captured but released a
Japanese passenger ateamer, most
of whose passengers were women;
sunk four Japanese sachooners;
rearched and released thie steamer
Schinan from Australia for Yoko-
hama: sunk the German vessel
Thea with a eargo of fish from
America to Yokohama, as a prize
impossible to bring into a Russian
port without endangering the
squadron: sunk the DBritish
steamer Knight Commander for
the same reasons; and eaptured
the German steamer Arabia, asa
prize caught carrying goods to the
enemy. The Arabia was brought
into Viadivostock by the squad-
ron. She was immediately put on
trial before the Russian prize
vourt at Viadivostock, but no de-
vision has yet been reported. The
question at issue is whether her
cargo of flour and railway mate-
rial, consigned to Japanese porta
by American consignors who had
chartered the vessel from her Ger-
man owners, are contraband of
war. The flaur is charged with
being contraband under the Rus.
sian rules of war as “foodstuffs
sent at the enemy’s cort or order,”
and the railway material as hav-
ing been shipped with a distinetly
hostile purpose—the construction
of government railways in Korea
for military purposes.

In consequence of Russia's in-
terference with nentral vessels on
l.hP high seas the DPacific Mail
?fpamship Company has directed
1ts general freight agent to aceepi
o carro consigned to Japan,
Korea, Riberia or Manchuria. in-
<lnding the port of Newchwang.

.

Diplomatic relations between
France and the Roman Catholic
church have been severed, at least
tenrporarily. Following the events
of two months ago (p. 135), the
church authorities addressed let-
ters to the bishops of Laval and
Dijon, France, based upon accusa-
tions as to the former that he had
married, and as to the latter that
‘e had become a Free Mason. The
letters summoned them to Rome,
to appear hefore the Holy Oftice on
the 22d of July. Both bishops re-
ferred their summonses to the
French government, which for-
bade their departure and de-
manded of the Vatican that it
withdraw the letters. This de-
mand was made on the ground that
in sending the letters without pre-
vious consultation with the French
covernment, the Vatican was
guilty of a breach of the concordat
which has existed between Franee
and the Vatiean sinee the time of
Napoleon 1. The Vatican war ad-
vised bv the French ministry,
along with their demand, that in
defaunlt of compliance diplomatic
relations would be severed. On
the 29th an unfaverable reply
from the Vatican, dated the 28th.
was received; and this wos an-
swored on the 30th. The French
answer is cabled as follows:

After having on several occasions
pointed out the serfous blows struck at
the Government rights under the con-
cordat by the Vatican’'s dealing directly
with the French bishops without consul-
tation with the Power with which the
concordat was signed, and seeing that
the Pontifical secretary of state in his

_reply of July 25 affirmed those proceec-

ings, the Republican government has de-
cided to coneclude official relations, which
at the Holy See’s desire had become ob-
Jectless.

The French-embassy to the Vati-
can was thereupon recalled and
the Tapal nuncio in Paris dis-
nmissed. The matter now awaits
the action of the French parlia-
ment, which controls all treaties,
and is expected to abrogate the
concordat.

In American polities the prinei-
pal news item of the week is the
informal aceeptance by Thomas E.
Watson, of Georgia, of his nom-
ination for President by the I’eo-
ple's party (p. 215)

A eall for the organization of
a new political party to he named

the *“Jefferson Democracy,” has
been issued by several representa-
tive trades’ union men of Chicago.
It is addressed “to the voters of
the United States of America
without reference to creed,coloror
nationality.” The call issigned by
John Fitzpatrick, chairman, 56
Fifth avenue; Arthur McCracken,
secretary,335 La Salle avenue; and
John M. Vail, treasurer, 92 Hill
street. Among the other signers
are: 0. 'E. Woodbury, Carpen-
ters’ Union; L. W. Washington,
(Colored Waiters' Union; E. N.
Nockels, secretary Chicago Fed-
eration of Labor, and T. P. Quinp,
Solicitors and Canvassers’ Union.
The call provides for holding a na-
tional delegate convention at Chi-
cago on Monday, August 29, Only
wage-workers, farmers and mem-
bers of economic reform associa-
tions more than one year old are
eligible to membership. The na-
tional convention of another side
party, the Continental (p. 263), is
called to meet at Chicago on the
31at.

Nominations for State officers
were made in four States on the
3d by the Democrats. They respec-
tively nominated for governor
of Michigan, Woodbridge N. Fer-
ris; for governor of Indiaua, Johu
W. Kern: for governor of Wash-
ington. George Turner: and for
governor of Kansas, David M.
Dale.

NEWS ROTES,

—William Pickens. a young Negrd
who graduated with high honors at Yale
in June, has been elected to member-
ship in the Phi Beta Kappa society.

—Robert E. Pattigon, twice governor
of Pennsylvania and a man of national
fame as a Democratic leacer, died at
Philadelphia on the 2d, at the age of 53,

—Charles W. Fairbanks, of Indiana,
was formally notified on the 3d of his
nomination by the Republican party (p.
204) for Vice President of the United
States.

—Mary Sherman Miles, wife of Gen.
Nelson A. Miles, died sucdenly cn the
2d at West Point. Mrs. Miles was a
niece of Gen. Sherman, and at the time
of her death was 62 years of age.

'—John Rogers, designer and sculptor
of the Rogers group of small statuary,
which were very popular in the 'G0's and
early '70's. died, after a lcng illnzss from
creeping paralysis. at his summer home
in New Canaan. Conu.. on the 27th.

—Lieut. Gen. Keiler. of the Russian
army. was Lilled on the 29th, at the age
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of 54. Whilestaudingneara Russian bat-
tery at the Leginning of the battle 30
miles east of Liaoyang, he wasistruck by
a piece of bursting shell and died in 20
minutes. :

—The annual meeting of the Englizh
League for the Taxation of Land Va!-
ues met in London on the 20ith. The sal2
of the Englizh six-penny copy of
Henry George's “Protection cr Free

Trade,” was reported 1o have nearly €x-
hausted "editions aggregating 24,000
coples.

Galignani’s Weekly Messenger, an
English newspaper published in Paris.
France, and one of the oldest papers
printed in English on the continent, sus-
pended pubiication on the 1st, aft<r an
existence of ninety years. It was firs:
issued in Paris at the restoration in
1814, Among its editors in the early
days were Byron and Thackeray. Its
founder, William Galignani. died in 1882,
at the age of 84.

—By a decielon of the British House
of Lords on the 1st. the remnant of the
Free Church of Scotland acquires all thn
property which thau organization hell
at the time of Its umalgamation four
yearsago with the United Presbyterians,
A small minority of the ministers of the
Free Church, refusing to submit to the
majority, perpetuated the old organiza-
tion and sued for its property. In the
Scottish conrts they were defeated, but
in the House of Lords they have won by
a majority of two. By thig decision
some 4.000 or 5.000 people and 24 min-
isters, for the most part in remote re-
regions of the Highlands, not only gain
absolute control of the Free church or-
ganization, but acquire {ts hundreds of
churches and millions of money, while
hundreds of thousands of people and
several hundred ministers are dispos-
sessed of churches snd church prop-
erty,

PRESS OFINIONS.

THE PREBIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN,

Johnetown (Pa.) Democrat (Dem.), Aug,
'l,-"I‘hel:e R really no doubt of Judge Par-
ker's eiectlon, If the Democrats of this
country, who believe In Democratic prin-
ciples Instead of trust domination and the
relgn of an aristoeracy, will stand shoul-
der to shoulder for the Democratic tickel.

Chicago Chrornlele’ (Reép.)., July 25 —Mr.,
Rooseveit will have the support of con-
gerviative, sober-minded Democrats In 1M,
a8 Mr. McKinley had_ in 1596 and 10, and in
greatly Incrensed numhers. Men who dis-
approve of some Republican doctrines and
meagures and who faver some  ratlonad
moensures of reform will no longer sevk to
guin thelr landabie ends through a narty
which le utterly destitute of cohereney and
ia thoroughly and dangerously bad in s
personal ingredients and in (ts prevalling
tendencles,,

Cloveinnd Recorder (Dem ), Aug. 1.—Tam
informed by a gentieman who s tiwo
hours in. Mr. Bryan's company the olier
day, and with whom the whole sltuation
w thorouehly eanvassed, that Hryan (s
Tesirous of having the ticket suceeed
! ar. The pentleman who gives me
this important Information Is one of the
Etrongest of democratie-Diemocrats in (ke
West, and he i8 a man of national reputa-
1ion, He o mays that as Broan seew it the
cause of true democracy will be furthered

better by the election of Parkerthan ina
other pessible way. 1 know that this man
i truthful and that he krnows what he is
taking about. | know that Willlam Jea-
nings Bryan is not a liar and that when Le
deciares that he wants the ticket to suc-
ceed Le does nol say 2o with any sedish
purpose in view, . . This is aiso exact-
iy the feeling and belief of Tom I, John-
son. He is not cnly for Parker but he s
active.y for the ticket and the p.atform.
Mr. Johnson and Mr, Bryan arc urging
thelr frivnds 1o vote the ticket this Fall
ard thus push along the cause which they
have most at heart.

Springteid Republican (ind.), July 2
(wuorekiy ed.).—The resemblunce to the situ-
ation in 182 Is striking to a degree. True,
sharp differences appear between the Re-
publicans and the rcorganized Democracy
on neariy all questions touched upon in
thelr piaiforms, and this was the case in
1852, as between the Whigs and Democratls,
But now, as then, one consideration has
been ab.oe to trample all questions under
fuot fur the time being, as it were, and 1o
compel the paramount attention of boih
ihe great parties—and that Is the main-
tenat.ce of the status quo in regard to busi-
ness and Immediate commercial interests.
Bolh partles then were brought to hush
up regarding <lavery, and both parties are
row Lo hush up regarding all disturbing
awiiatiors respecting the finances and so-
clallstle dssues. . ., Thus It js tkat a
presidentia! contest of exceptional gulet
has been brought inte prospect. How it is
to ¢ml, whether in a manner resembling
the gutcome ol that of 182 remalns to he
seen.  But that it introduces the condi-
tions of & temporury Ltruce simply, in the
colllgion of varied popular Interesis, 1o be
fodowed by greater intensity or conflict
than ever, a8 in 182, there can hardly be
aAny quistion.

Tre Commoner (Dem.)., July 29—The
New York Hera!d seems to be trying to
counteract the influence exerted by the
(*hicago *hronicle. The Chronicie is help-
irg Parker by its support of Roosevedl and
the Herald Is helping Roosevelt by fis sup-
vort of Tarker. In comirg out for tre
Jemocratic tleket the Herald sg “What
the Democrats needed wus a master, They
hkave found one in Judge Parker and he

't lead them out of the wiiderno =<

1ly no editor who desired to help
Juwdge Parker would ndvance such an argu-
ment in his behalf. Men may honestly Cif-
fer as to the wisdom or even courage of
Judge Parker in sending the telegram he
did after keeping sllent untll the the nom-
ination wus mude, but one who assertsthat
the Democratic party needs a “master”
must he either ignorant of human nature
or inditferent to the cundblnte. The man
chosen Lo present Judge Parker's name to
the convention explained the Juilge's sij-
lence on publie questions by =ayirg that
he was not the master of the party, but
Ite servant. Judge Parker informed tie
convention (quite inopportuntely) of rLis
views on one queatlon which the conven-
tion had decided to ignore, but will he dis-
regard the platform on the questlons upon
which the conventlon has spoken and upon
which he has been silent?  If the Herald
wants to heip the ticket it ought to paint
out, as the Commoner hag done, the ques-
tlons upon which Judge Parker is right and
the Republlcan parly wrong,

BRYAN.

Dubugue Telegraph Herald (Dem.). July

.—The vpposition press 12 prophesying
that Mr. Bryan's next step will be into ob-
livion, Having previousiy suffered denth
at the hamds of these same newspapers, It
is difleult to understand hew as a corpse
he cun make any more steps,

‘Nn,.nh\' e Daily News (Dem)), July 27.—

should not Judge Parker and Mr.
Bryvan speak from the same platform?
There 18 but one objection, and that is

Hkely to he made by Judge Parker, who
doubtless realizes that ns a speakor he
woulll make o poor showing beside the Ne-
braska leader, )

_Goodbue County (Minn.) News, July 0 —
Naturally it has attracted attention,” Thig
man Hryvan, whom they were going to
climinate, Is somehow the most conspieu-
ong man in public 1fe. We hear about
J\lilg{- Parker's morning buth and Rocse-
velt's gettdng thrown on hig head by a
bucking hroncho, we give headliness to
Purker's campaign plans and the Presi-
dent's platitudes of acceplance, but when

Bryan speaks his mind there starts a de-
bate approaching a riot at once. KRocse-
veut flourishes Lis big stick ard praises
domestic virtues, and sleepy editorials of
laudation fol.ow. Purker wi.l presently ex-
pose his opinivns which wiil te grected by
derorous if vigorous applause. Bui when
Bryvan opens hils mouth they call out the
fire department.

THE SOLID SOUTH.

Chicago Chronicie (Rep.), July 20 —Wky
i the Scuth solid? Not because the peo-
pie of the “zolid South” party are agreed
upon any principle or policy of a bruad,
nationaj character, such as a tarifl pohicy,
a monetary policy or a coionial policy. The
Demceratie purty in the Southern Statesis
not united upon any such thing. Men who
call themselves Democrats in the Scuth do
not know what Democracy Imearl wien
the Democratic party was democratic. Tre
older ones have forgotten and the younger
onvs never knew. The South is sclid on
only cue thing, and that is the Negro with
two d's and two g's. Democracy s ldenti-
fied In the minds of Southern wkite men
with the “lcat cause™ and the hoje of re-
gaining It. The “lost cause’’ Is essentially
the cause of slauvery. lts adherents do not
now say slavery, but they say what comes
10 the eame thing. They say that tke three
anti-slavery amendments must be Te-
peualed. They say in substance that this
must be done in order that the “*rizger’—
and every one is a “nizger”’ who Lasa drop
of African blocd in his veins—may Le
robbed not only of all political rights but
of all opportunity to rise above the status
of a menial. In other words, they say in
substance, by word und deed, that ali Ne-
grovs musi be held in an inferior and serviie
condition wholly irrespective of their in-
dividual merits and that to this end they
must be denicd equal rights before the law.
MISSOURI POLITICS.

Chicago Tribune (Rep). July 20 —The Re-
publiran State convention of Missouri
liberately sinned agalnst the jight when it
made a party nomination for the governor-
ship and refused to Indorse Joseph W.
Folk. It showed its indifference to a gieat
moral Issue and fi= Ignorance of practical
peviitics. What the conventlon shoud bave
done was to indorse Folk not as a Demo-
crat but as an anti-boodler, and to nom-
Irate men for the other State offices. These
men, or some of them, eould be elected. for
the Democratic machine dictated the nom-
ination of at least two candidates—Allen
and Cook—on the Folk ticket. If these two
are elected, ag they probably will be now,
they will do all in thelr power to thwart Mr.
Folk's anti-corruption policy. Thke men
who ran the Republican convention rea-
soned that Folk had made so many encmies
hy exposing politicas criminals and by over-
throwing the Democratic State machire
that he would not get his €ull party
stiength at the comuing election, It was
anticipated that the boodlers whose busi-
ness he had rulned and the machine men
whose power he has destroyed would sure-
1y boit Folk. The Republican politiclans of
Missourl exhibited a good deal of smari-
ness but not much sense, The boodjers will
undoubtediy bolt Folk and vote for the Re-.
publican candidate but for every boodler
whose vote he loses Folk will gain ten bal-
lots from honest men wWho had reretofore
voted the straight Republican ticket, but
who will, In the coming election, vote for
Roosevelt and Folk.  Folk will probably
be elected by one of the greatest majorities
ever cast for any candidate in Missourlk
Which Is as it should bhe.

WHEN ASSASSINATION IS NOT AN-
ARCHY.

Milwaukee Dally News (Dem ), Aug. 2—
Wken the case of John Turner, the Englisk
HY ‘chist who was deported from the
United States because he “disbelleved’ In
existing  wystems of government . .
was under discussion. the metropolitan
press with a few notable exceptions was
vielent in denouncing tre Engliskman be
canse Pe refused to make categorieal an-
swer when asked if he held the kilirg of
rulers to be justitiable. Turner replied that
it was a question that he fell unal

swer. While he himscif did not b -
aszaseination, yet he expressed the opirion
that the character of the ruler and the mo-

lives of hls assaussin should be 1aken Inte
aceount before passing judgment. . . -
Sinkularly enouxh, the New Yerk city
newspapers that were tke loudest In de-
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nouncing Turner are found to entertaln
the same views heid by the Engiisn an-
archisi, In its editorial on Von Piehve the
Sun said:
crime, but there are times and circum-
stances when even the act of an assassin
may cause an anxious and humiliated peo-
pe to feteh a sigh of relfef’” . . . The
Sun a.s0 prnted with apparent approval
an article frem lig Londun corresponcent,
in which It was argued: "The worll's
greatest oppressor and liberty's bitterest
vnemy dled to-day ard appropriateiy by

an assassin's hand.” The Tribune ventures:

to guess that *‘the cause of llberty may Le
promoted’” by the blowing up of the actual
ruier of Russia, and says: “With Pieave
remaoved, it may be possible for the Czar
to assert his more benevolent disposition.”
The Press sees in the murder ““the hand of
the Lord lald heavily on the Czar.” . , |
The Times discusses the subject at length,
calls the Finn who kiiled Bobrikoff “that
unhappy patriot,” declares that assassina-
tlon is
iral agilation or political erlticism left
open by the Russian government to the
Russian people, the only way to bring po-
litical questions to the atlentlon of the
Czar,” and commends the murder of
Pletve as "an Impressive lesson on the
vanity of ambitlon.” Simiar views have
been printed by many of the dally newspa-
pers of the country that were ciamorous
for Turner's expulsion.

YELLOW JOURNALISM.

Friends' Intelligencer (rel), July 30.—
There are two ways in which yellow jour-
nalism may be done away with. One wouid
be to get rid of the Journals and their writ-
ers. Tre other would be for each of us to
refuse to be a yvellow reader. The first
would be very effective, and would have
the advantage of preventing even those
who want to be entertained in this way
from having access to papers Lthat would
pander to their depraved tastes, The only
dificuity would be that this abeiition
cou!d not be accomplished. Resides, yel-
lowness has permeated the whole of jour-
nalism. The very best papers we have are
more or less tainted. We cannot af-
ford 10 follow the crowd and be mere
worldiings in our newspaper reading. Even
worse than a g'ellow newspaper is a yel-
iow reader, and we need not wait till the
millenrium and the abolition of the one in
order to cease being the other,

AMENITIES OF JOURNALISM.

Life {ind.), July 28.—It is delightfu] to
witness the Ligh spiriis of the Evening
Post over Judge Parker's nomination and
his gold-plank telegram. It has found a
praiseworthy Democratic man-and caught
him doing a praiseworthy thing. It is hu-
man 1o err, and the next thing the Juige
does may not strike the Post so favorabiy.
Bo whiie tke chance is still unimpaired, it
has put In motion il its rusted apparalus
of approbation. The result has been mag-
nificent. Tt is as though the Saturnlan duy s
bad returned.

PROSPERITY.

Miiwaukee Daliy News (Dem,), July 2{—
The strike of the butchers will not leave
an empty vold in the *“full dinner pail."
The cold potato has been plaving a lone
bard since the rear guard of prosperity was
shackled by cunning and greed.

AN U'NBARNED DECREMENT,
Columbus (0.) Press-Post (Dem.), July
B.—~If vehicles are to be taxed to pay for
wearing out streets, who Is going to
pay for the vehlcles that are worn out by
bad streets? .

“Ask him what he thinks of the
Americans,” sald the reporter to the
interpreter who ‘was helping him in-
tervlew the distinguished Japanesc.
The interpreter asked the question
and the distinguished visitor made a
reply. “He says,” the interpretes
Iranslated, “that. the Americans are
‘the greatest people he has seen in his
travels, Indeed, he dedlares, they may
Wwell be called ‘the Japanese of the
West.! *—Baltimore World.

"Assassination is an_excerable’

“the one effective method of. poiit--

MISCELLANY .

THE SOCIAL. REFORMER TO HIS
FELLOWS.
For Thke Public,
Bui:d falr Utopias—dream your clties fair,
Bu't here Utopla Is—not hence, nor there;
Not in the years to come, but now, In fact,
1.0, the Millenium—if men will but act.
Not In l[aborfous building of the laws,
Not in those cumbrous schemes that arts
devise,
Not out of Chaos wrought of Labor's
. wars
Wil the ralr Palace of the Dreamer rise,
But they who build the city—they will
bring )
Justice to sit enthroned, the Kingdom's
king.
They will know nothing of an Iron state,
In that falr land where only man is great;
Where each strong arm and each unloos-
ened will
Doth what it pleaselth, save to others’
1.

JOSEPH DANA MILLER,

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEND-
. ENCE.

From an address dellvered in Cincinnati
July 10, 19M, in the Vine street Congregas
tional church, by the pastor, Herbert 8.
Bigelow, .

L1

A Chicago preacher ceclared the oth-
er day: “There never was a more in-
teresiing falsehood than ‘zll men are
born 1ree and equal.’ Freedom is some-
thing to be won. Men are not born
free.”

These words are taken from the pub-
lic press. He may have qualified them,
But as they stand, they seem to assume
that either the authors or the readers
of this Declaration are fools.

The men who put their names to that
Declaration well knew that they might
be signing their death warrant. They
understood quite as well as this preich.
er that freedom had to be won. What
made them great was the conviction
that under God they were entitled to
their freedom, and that the men who
tried to rob them of it were offenders
against Heayen's laws.

A century and a half removed from
the bullets of the Red Coats, does the
the preacher stand in his pulpit in se-
curity, and tell our youth that the men
who bequeathed them their liberties
palmed off upon the world interesting
falsehoods which should be outgrown?

There were greater need that preach-
ers should earnestly commend to our
young men the eternal principles of
this Declaration. What does it teach?
Freedom is a natural law, and the
moral obligation rests upon human
government to respect that law. It
means that man's soul needs freedom
as much as his body needs food. It

.that.

means that liberty is a necessary con-
dition of man’s moral welfare. Every
page of history bears witcess to this
fact. The centuries are eloguent with
warnings to those who ignore it. .

If we know anything about God we
know that He intended man to live
in a state of freedom. If any obliga-
tion rests upon man it is the obliga-
tlon to respect his brother's freedom.
Shame upon the men who, while walk-
ing in safety above the graves of the
martyrs of '76, seek to Instil into the
minds of their fellows the maxims of
the old-world tyrants until they no
longer understand the- glory d¢f that
great Declaration which made the
heart of man leap with hope when it
was born, and which has sent a light
down the centuries to guide nations
now unborn.

This Declaration that all men are
born free, states as sober a truth as
ever found its way Into words. It does
not declare the obvious absurdity that
men are not born with different and
unequal endowments. It was not re-
ferring to natural endowments, it was
discussing political principles. It was
disputing the right of any man to lord
it ever his fellows by means of unequal
laws. When the children of Queens
are born with the stamp of royalty
upon them; when the mice monopolist
can show us his title deeds duly signed
by almighty God; when the unrequited
toilers are born without stomachs and
the luxuriant acd the idle are born
without hands, then we may know that
Jefferson wAs. wrong in asserting that
men are born with an equal right to
political justice.

The child of an Astor comes into the
world as naked as the waif of Five
Points. Land monopoly makes the
difference. Nature does not starve one
and gorge another. Human law does
To the stars above men are
brothers, heirs of a common bounty,
children of the same impartial father.

That government which exaggerates
the differences in Nature, making the
strong stronger and the weak weaker,
violates primary justice. This is the
teaching of our immortal charter. It
is the Golden Rule translated into pol-
itics. Let us teach our children to love
it that in all coming days it may be, as
Liccoln said,, *‘a rebuke and a stum-
bling block to the very harbingers of
reappearing tyranny and oppression.”

You who shall liberate the land will
do more for your country than we have
done in the liberation of its trade.—
Richard Cobden.
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COAL “BAER”ON TO PROMETHELUS.

C. B.—Whiy are you chained to this
rock?

P.—Because 1 brought fire to man-
kipd.

C. B.—And what price did you gel
for ft?

P.—.vothine. T gave il free.

C B.—Weli, thzn it serves you right,
‘What business had you to give away
fuel for nothing?—Lustige Blaetter
(Germany).

FLESH-POT AND IDEAL.
For The Pubje.
Ex‘ract frema se1man meacked by Rev,
oy Ewing, in the Church of the Ad-
venl (Eplscopa’), Birmingham, Ala., Juiy
i1, from ke text, Excdus 14:11: “Because
thete were no graves in Egypt, kast theu
luren LS awasy 10 ua 1IN Lhe Wileelness?”

The majority ct the foilowers and
shouters-up of any great leader are
likely 1o have tkeir eyes only hall
open to his truest greatress, and to
be pairfully indiffcrent to ‘the value
of his supreme iceal, exceptas .1 avrreals
to their immediate self-interest cn the
plane of their commonplace desires.
And, when loyal to his ideal an? pur-
pose, he leads to wnere the sunuv..s.
of gladness Is displaced by the
shadow of gloom—imminent defeat ap-
parently sure, ultimate triumph ap-
parently imrpossible; then, either tkey
lay upon him the burden of respon-
sibility for their undoing, and .turn
upon him with their taunts, or else
they continue to flaunt his banners in
the breeze while utterly repudiating
the principles and the purpozes those
banners were first unfurled to pro-
claim.

Give any great leader 50 followers
to cheer him on with their applause
‘When his course seems to lie straight
and smooth toward the promised land
—the land of better bread and butter,
or more of it—and he will be lucky if
he retains as many as five to do him
‘heart-reverence when he leads to the
shore of the threatened deep waters of
uncertainty. or enters the dim wilder-
ness of waiting ard struggle and lean
living that intervenes between every
large ideal purpose and its fulfillment
—the flesh-pots of servitude left be-
hind, the bread of the free spirit yet
unbaled!

The truly heroic leader loves his
ideal more than himself, and uses
himself serving his feliow-men. They
love themsclves more than his ideal,
and aim to serve themselves using
him; ard ke becomes to most of them
a very fcolish, and uzeless, in-the-way-
tort-of-creature, when, by using him,
they cannot serve themeselves in the
present moment. This is the many-

times repealed tragedy of human his-
tory—great men followed by thousands
who are rot followers of their great-
ness; great men purposicg great
things in the realm of the Iceal that
ought to be the realm of the Real—eter-
nal truth their pillar of cloud by cay,
their pillar of fire by night—repuciated
by the majority of their professed cis-
ciples, when the majority think they
discover that the Seer's eternal truth is
a barrier before their temporal welfare;
the Seer's ideal course leading straight
away from the flesh-pots, and not vis-
ibly and certainly toward any Canaar of
milk and honey!

Nevertheless, the work of the truly he-
roic leacer of men is never a trapecy
nor a failure on thestage of what abider,
however this time or that may ceclare it
such. A regenerating idea nobly
entertained and loyally served by a
human soul is a beneficent power in the
human world forever. A humanly-help-
ful purpose bravely battled for to-day.
or 10,009 years ago. goes forwarc to the
"=y and place of its fulfillment, though
it need to journey, stumbling, over the
pilec ¢ry bones of uncourted gererations
of men. Moses dies before he leacs into
the Lanc nf Promise; but the forwarc-
command cf his potent spirit was spoken
ani could not be gilerced, and the Prom-
ised Lanc¢ wszs kis vindication and tri-
umph.

So in the case of every great leacer.
followed and then cistrusted by his fel-
low-men. Distrust may he succeeded
by what seems absolute rejection on the
part of the generation he appeals to.
face to face. But absolute rejection of
a regenerative iCea there never has been
and never will be. It is a force that
bends men and bows them, ard urges
them onward and upward. even while
they think they are praying on their
knees to be celivered from it, onstand-
ing on their feet to hurl it from them.
Crucify it on a bleak hill-top, and of
its cross it will make a throne, ard
from that throne rule its empire’
Great, Inceed, ascuredly, is the power
of the flesh-pot in determining what men
shall love and what they shall hate:
what they shall strive for and what they
shail strive against; great is its power,
and loud its shouts and gorgeous its tri-
umphe in human history. But its shouts,
however lcud, are swallowed scon in
sllerce; and its triumphg, however gor-
geous, have all paraced garlancs that
withered while they were worn!

Greater than the power of flesh-pot
and fuil stomach is the forwarc-word
of the honest human scul in the service
of eternal truth—uttered though it be.
in what seem but a wilderness for
graves, and a sea impassable aheac!

Sooner or later it will be obeyed.
Sooner or later it will pass the impass-
able. The waters of all seas of space
and time will divide for it; and on some
further, fairer chore, at last, humanity
will sing in mighty voice its hallelujak-
oce of eternal thankegiving!

UNCLE SAM'S LETTERS TO JOHN
BULL.
Printed from tte origiral MS.

Dear John: That was a gcod men
you sent me, that Samuel M. Jones, who
became Mayor of Toledo. [ was mighty
sorry to lose him. He is dead. 1 grew
sgme big men myself, but Jones was the
only one of the kind l had—a Welshman,
[ think he was., It's a kind cf a grim
joke on me; but I have forty millions of
people here, some of them preachers,
and all of 'em superior. ard blamed if
Jones didn't come over and make a na-
tional reputation among ‘em by obsery-
in" the Golden Rule. No novelty about
the rule. It had been advertised in the
religious papers. Lots of fellows were
telling you how to Go It every Sunday;
but-Jones some way showed 'emn how.
He started with the right feeling.

“We are just people,” says Jcnes.
He cidn’t say “just thieves,” or ‘sa-
loon keepers,” cr *“millionaires,” or
““members of the 400,” but ke hit them
all, angels and devils.

‘“We are just people,” says Jones, and
the saloons closed up when he died. and
all went to the funeral. There is that
about folks, I notice. They appreciate
a good man. “They may be fools other
ways, they may be thieves or highway-
men or any kind of pirate you please.
They may even be rich acd respeetable,
but they catch on to his value all right;
and those ashamed to foliow him Hvin’",
will ease their consriences by following
him dead. 1t's the Divine spark within
'‘em that recognizes its kin, and warms
up to it. : .

Jones was no greal man as kings BO;

a simple, plain man. but strong. John.
strong. A strong man is one who takes
God's side when it is unpopular, apd
sticks to It; God does fhe rest. He lends
strength to his elbow, music to hig voice,
and tips his pen with fire. How? 1
dunro, and I don’t much-keer. I've sesn
it done. ‘Sometimes the people back him
up and boost him. Sometimes one way,
sometimes another. But['m sorry abont
Jones. sorry to lose Lim, if I have lost
him. - One thing is sure, wherever his
sweet spirit is. that eountry is richer.
UNCLE SAM.

By the way, sicce Parker was nomi-
nated the Democracy is ro longer the
ereat unwashed.—Goodhue (Minn.)
Co. News,
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DEMOCRACY MUST MOVE FOR-
WARD.

Wm, J. Bryan's leading ediiorial in The
Commoner of July 22.

My selection as standard-bearer of
ithe Democratic party in 1896 and
again in 1900 made me the nominal
leader of that party, and as such I did
not feel at llberty to engraft new doe-
trineg upon the party creed. 1 con-
tented myselfl with the defense of
those principles and policies which
were embodied in the platform. Now,
that the leadership devolves upon an-
other and I bear only the responsibil-
ity that each citizen must bear, name-
1y, responsibility for opinions, my ut-
terances and my conduct, I am free to
undertake a work which until now I
have avoided, namely, the work of or-
ganizing the radical and progressive
€lement in the Democratic party.

The money question is for the pres-
ent in abeyance. The jncreased pro-
duction of gold has lessened the strain
upon the dollar and while bimetallism
is as sound in theory as it ever was,
the necessity for it is not so apparent.
1 believe that tne time will come when
the people will again turn to bimetal-
lism and reject the gold standard, bur
this period will not come while times
are good and while the advocates of
the gold standard can point to a rea-
sonably sufficient supply of money. Of
course, it is absurd for those who said
that we -had money enocugh in 1896 to
point wilh pride to a large increase
since 1896, but inconsistent as it is

they do so and as the present en-
larged volume of money brings, in part
at least, the advantages hoped for
from bimetallism, it is useless to press
the subject of bimetallism for the
present. While the advocates of th:
gold standard intend a crusade against
the silver now in circulation, they do
not openly proclaim it, and we must
walt until they attempt to carry out
their purpose before the people can be
awakened to a realization of that
Purpose. The advocates of the gold
standard Intend to withdraw the
greenbacks from circulation and to
substitute bank notes, but as they do
not proclaim their purpose we must
await an object lesson hefore the peo-
ple will understand it. The advocates
of the gold standard intend to substi-
tute an asset currency for the present
national bank currency, bui they do
not proclaim their purpose and until
they attempt it the people cannot be
made to understand it. The advocates
of the goid standard intend to estab-
lish a branch bank system such as Jack-
80n overthrew, bu! as they do not an-

nounce their purpose the people do
not see it and will not see it until
some open and overt attempt is-made.

Time will open the eyes of the peo-
ple and events will reveal the pur-
poses of the financial group that has
its home in Wall street and makes for-
ays agalnst the country as often and
as rapidly as care for their own safety
will permit.

But while the people cannot be
brought at this time to consider the
varions phases of the money question,
they can be brought to consider cer-
tain other questions with which the
Democratic party must deal. I have
heretofore refused to take a position
upon the guestion of the government
ownership of rallroads, first, because I
had not until recently studied the sub-
ject, and, second, because the gquestion
had not been reached. Recent events
have convinced me that the time s
now ripe for the presentation of this
question. Consolidation after consoli-
dation has taken place until a few men
now control the railroad traffic of the
country and defy both the legislative
and the executive power of the nation.
I Invite the Democrats, therefore, to
consider a plan for the governmen:
ownership and operation of the rail-
roads.

The plan usually suggested is for the
purchase of these roads by the federal
government. This plan, it seems :o
me, is more objectionable than a plan
which involves the ownership and op-
eration of these roads by the several
States. To put the railroads in the
hands of the federal government
would mean an enormous centraliza-
tion of power. It would give to the
federal government a largely increased
influence over the citizen and the citi-
zen's affairs, and such centralization
is not at all necessary. The several
States can own and operate the rail-
roads within their borders just as ef-
fectively as it can be done by the fed-
eral government and If it is done by
the States the objection based upon
the fear of centralization is entirely
answered. A board composed of rep-

-resentatives from the various States

could deal with Interstate traffic just
as freight and passenger boards now
deal with the joint traffic of the vari-
ous lines, If the federal governmen!
had the rallroads to build there would
be a constant warring between differ-
ent sections to secure a fair share of
the mnew building and development,
but where this is left to the State the
people in each State can decide what
railroads they desire to build or to
buy. The maintenance of the track,

the care of the stations, the handling
of incoming and outgoing freight and
passengers—all these things requir2
the émployment of men, and if the em-
ployment is left to State authorities in-
stead of to national authorities, mos®
of the objections that have been
raised to government ownership will
be answered.

The arguments in favor of the as-
sumption of the ownership and opera-
tion of railroads by the governmen:
Are NUMErous:

First—Extortionate rates would ba
prevented. So far it has been impos-
sible to secure any real regulation of
railroad rates. The rallroads regulate
the government instead of the govern-
ment the railroads. When the gov-
ernmgnt owns the railroads and op-
erates them, there can be no gquestioa
about the fixing of reasonable tolls.

Second—Discrimination would be
prevented. At present the railroad
authorities can kill one town and build
up another, destroy one locality and
eorich another. And these discrimina-
tions are not always made out of con-
sideration for the interests of the rail-
road, but are sometimes made becaus:
of the investments of officials in the
town or locality to be favored. Great
injustice has been done by these dis-

criminations, and no way has beecn
found to prevent them.
But there is another kind of dis-

crimination which is operating against
the nation’s welfare and progress,
namely, the discrimination in favor of
the large city as against the small one.
To the railroads more than any other
influence is due the fact that the pop-
ulatior is being driven from the coun-
try to the city. With fair and impar-
tlal rates the small town might again
hope to be the home of the small fac-
tory, and those people who are being
crowded Into the cities where they live
without the economie, sanitary, intel-
lectual and moral advantages which
they desérve, would be scattered more
evenly throughout the country to
their own great benefit and to the na-
tion's good.

Third—The politics of the nation i3
being debauched- by money. This
money is drawn from the great cor-
poraticns that desire speclal privileges
or immunity from punishment, and is
used to corrupt not only voters, but
legislatures. How can this corruption
be stopped so long as enormous wealtk
can be made by watered stock and by
the exploitation of the public? The
railroad is to a certain extent a mon-
opoly. As soon as & line is built be-
tween two points the field is occupisd
and it is impossible to havé competi-
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tion. If a second road is built for tha
purpose of securing ccmpetition, the
traffic between the two terminals must
support two roads instead of one, and
it is impossible for two roads to carry
the passengers and the freight at as
low a cost as the one road could. This
being true, the-result usually is that
the competing lines are soon consuli-
dated and the attempt at competition
given up. Legislation has been at-
tempted against consolidation, but so
far such legislation has been very in-
effectual. The benefits to be derived
by the railroads from the destruction
of competition are so enormous that
they have thus far been able to pro-
tect themselves by the giving up of a
emall part of the benefit to those who
are in a position to interfere with
them, but whose views can be modi-
fied by an argument addressed to the
pocketbook. .

Fourth—Another objection to tha
private ownership of railroads has
been forced upon me with increasing
emphasis during the last few years,
namely the corrupting influence of
these great railway corporations over
the young professional men of the
country. The rallroads have lawyers
in every county and general attorneys
at every State capital. These men
stand high in their profession and are
usually men of character. Their con-
nection with the railroad has in many
instances made them not merely the
attorneys for the road in legal ma'-
ters, but lobbyists for the road in po-
litical matters. These men have con-
trolled conventions, dictated nomina-
tions, written platforms and so shaped
appointments that the masses have
been ignored and their interests disre-
garded. The United States senate to-
day contains so many men who are
obliged to the railroads that it has
been impossible to secure an amend-
ment of the interstate commerce law,
although for years the interstate com-
merce commission, composed of both
Republicans and Democrats, has been
pleading for an amendment. *

It is not necessary to believe tha'
United States senators actually draw
salaries from these railroads at the
same time that they draw salaries
trom the government, although it is
known that salaries have been offered
to senators by railroads having busi-
ness before that body, and it is known
to-day that there are men there who
did receive salaries from railroads jus"
before their election and it i8 not
known that those salaries have beeun
relinquished,

-
If the railroads were owned by the

several States Instead of by private
corporations, the railroad officials
would be selected Ly the people and
responsible to the people, whereas now
these attorneys are selected by the
railroads, paid by the railroads and
subservient to the railroads.

Fifth—Another objection to the pri-
vate ownership of railroads—and it is
an objection that all recognize—ia the
use of the pass in politics. In some of
the States the constitution forbids the
use of a pass by public officials, but
even in such States officials sometimes
use passes and when an official in such
a State accepts a pass, having violated
the law, he puts himself where the
railroad can blackmail him and force
him to vote for measures desired by
the railroads.

So powerful is the influence of the
pass that it was impossible to secure
at the last session of congress consid-
eration of a resolution introduced by
Congressman Baker of New York ask-
ing whether the giving of a pass was a
violation of the interstate commerce
law. The Pennsylvania railroad and
the Baltimore & Ohio road secured
large appropriations from the last con-
gress for the enlargement of the depot
facilities at Washington, and it is a
notorious fact that representatives of
the roads were present in the lobbies
of the capitol building giving passes
to the members of congress who votel
with them and refusing passes to the
members who voted against their de-
mands. Any one who has had any ex-
perience in politics cannot be blind to
the fact that the use of the pass often
controls conventions, determines the
selection of legislators, governors and
often judges. When the recipient acts
upon questions that involve the inter-
ests of the people, either his mind
must be influenced by favors received
or he must constantly brace himselfl
against that influence. These are some,
not all, of the reasons that may be
given in favor of the government own-
ership and operation of the rallroads.
By leaving the matter to the State
each State can aet for-itself and bg
governed by the sentiment of the peo-
ple, moving as slowly or as rapidly as
that sentiment demands. But I feei
assured that the time has come when
the Democratic party as a party should
turn its face toward the solution of
this great question, and by the advo-
cacy of the government ownership of
the railroads bring to the people re-
lief from the economic evils that have
followed private ownership., and relief
from the political ecorruption which
seems indissolubly connected with thz
private ownership of railroads.

Whether the various roads shall b~
secured by purchase or condemnatioz
is a matter that each State can decice
for itself. It may be wiser to begin by
building new lines where they are now
needed and thus determine the value
of the ¢ld ones by the operation
of the new ones. But the means to be
employed for the seeuring of the lines
and the rules to be adopted for [he op-
eration of them, will be found easy
after the public has determined that
the people, acting through their gov-
ernment, should take upon themselves
the work of controlling this" great
branch of the business of the people.

‘While the Democratic party in the
nation is advocating the government
ownership of railroads, the Democratic
party in the cities should wupon the
same theory espouse the cause of mu-
picipal ownership of municipal fran-
chises. Private contracts for water,
lighting and street car facilities have
been the fruitful source of municipal
corruption, and there is no solution of
these municipal problems that does
not involve municipal ownership. Th?
progress made in this direction in Eu-
ropean cities shows what can be done,
and it Is only a question of time when
in each city in the United States the
people acting through their wunicipal
government will do for themselves,
without the intervention of corpora-
tions, that which is now done at great-
er expense by private corporationi
The municipal operation of the streer
car lines will result in such a reduc-
tion in fares that people can live far-
ther from the center of the city and
thus secure healthier locations. There
are many questions of soclology that
affect the municipal population and
the Democratic party must meet all of
these with an eye single to the public
welfare. )

We have also reached a time when
the post office department should em-
brace a telegraph system as well a8 &
mall system. While the telegraph
lines do not reach as many Deople
as the railroands do, and while tfe
abuses to private ownership have not
been so open and notorious, yet there
1s no reason why this nation should
not do what other nations are doing
in this respect. In the small towns
the postmaster could act as telegraph
operator and thus a great economy
could be effected. In the larger cit-
ies the telegraph system could be un-
der the control of the postmaster and
such employes added to the postal
service as might be necessary. It is
safe to say that the cost of messages
could be reduced one-half, and )¢t
have the system self-supporting
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There is8 no good reason that can be
urged against the government owner-
ship and operation of the telegraph
system in connection with the postai
department. The matter has already
been investigated by Congress and fa-
vorable action taken, but the influence
of the telegraph companies exertel
through their corporate interests and
through the framking privilege has
been sufficient thus far to prevent any
action being taken. The democratic
party ought to take up this reform
-and make it a part of its creed.

Private monopoly must be destroyed.
The Democratic platform adopted at

Kansas City declared private mo-
nopoly to be indefensible and in-
tolerable. This declaration was re-

produced in the St. Louis platform
adopted a few days ago. To what ex-
tent this will be overcome by the in-
fluences that surround Judge Parker
no one can yet declare, but it is evi-
cent that the conservative Democrats,
as they call themselves, will never
give the country any relief from the
trusts. The government ownership of
railroads will exert a tremendous in-
fluence toward the destruction of pri-
Yate monopolies, for most of the great
trusts have been built up by railway
discriminations and rebates, but the
democratic party cannot content itself
Wwith any partial remedy for the trusts.
It must declare war upon every pr-
vale monopoly and it must prosecute
that war relentlessly until the princi-
ple of private monopoly has been
eradicated and industrial independence
again secured.

The door of opportunity must not be
closed against the young men of this
country, The right of the citizen lo
build up an independent business and
to enjoy the fruits of his toil must
be guaranteed to him. It is the basis
of our industrial development and it
is the guaranty of our political liberty.
The State should be encouraged to em-
ploy every power that it has to prevent
ihe incorporation of a private monop-
oly, and the power of Congress over
Interstate commerce should be invokeil
lo resist any and every effort to use a
State charter for the exploitation of
the whole country, A line must he
drawn between the Inalienable rights
of the natural man and the law-con-
ferred rights of a corporation. A cor-
Poration has no inalienable rights; it
has no rights except those given it by
law, and the people cannot be pre-
Sumed to desire the creation of a man-
Made giant, having both the power
and the disposition to trample upon
the rights of the God-made man. Thc

private monopoly must be destroyed,
root and branch.

The democratic party has in two
campaigns stood for am income tux.
The plank was omitted this year be-
cause the men in control of the party
thought it would jeopardize success in
the eastern States. This objection
may have welght when the appeal is
made to a particular section and to the
wealthy men of that section, but it
cannot have weight when the party
goes forth, as it must ultimately, to
appeal to the masses. It is unneces-
sary to say that a progressive Demo-
cratic party must favor a tariff for
revenue only. It cannot favor the
taxation of the many for the benetfi:
of the few.

An Income tax is just and without it
it will be difficult to secure any ef-
fectual tariff reform. When the peo-
ple understand the income tax the
popular demand for it will be so great
that no party will dare to ignore it
merely to court favor with the com-
paratively few who are now avoiding
their share of the expenses of the
government and throwing too large
a portion of the public burden upon
the poor.

Even as now organized the Demo-
cratic party stands for the election of
senators by the people and it ought
to stand for direct legislation as far
as the principle can be conveniently
applied. Everything that brings th2
government nearer to the people is
good. There is more virtue in the
people than ever finds expression
through their representatives.

Our party should also consider
whethér our federal judges should not
be elected by the people to serve for
a limited period. The life position in
the civil service is mnot in harmony
with our theory of government and the
appointment of judges for life is not
justified by experience. The president
must rely upon his advisers when he
appotnis United States judges and the
people at large can make the selection
better than any president can. Elec-
tions for a stated perlod would bring
the judiclary into closer touch with
the people whose servants the judges
are,

I suggest, not for the purpose of in-
sisting upon it, but merely to bring
the matter to public attention, that it
may be found desirable to change the
method of selecting postmasters. At
present they are appointed by the
president upon the recommendation of
congressmen. The post office depart-
ment is now a great political machine
presided over by a man skilled in

political maneuvers, and the wishes
of the people in the varlous communi-
ties are entirely ignored. Why should
a federal administration ignore the
wls!':tes of the people whom the posi-
master is expected to serve? If a
system can be devised whereby the
federal government will still retain
the power of appointment and the
power of removal and yet be restrict-
ed in appointment to persons named
by the local community, a step in ad-
vance will have been taken. The right
of local self-government can thus be
vindicated and the use of the post of-
fice department for the benefit of the
congressmen or for the benefit of the
administration prevented. Such a
change would also make it impossible
for a federal administration to force
colored postmasters upon white com-
munities for political purposes. . Is
there any good reason why the presi-
dent In making appointments shouid
not consult the convenience and the
will of the people who patronize tho
post office?

The differences between labor and
capital are becoming more and more
acute. And why? Because capital has
nol only been permitted to monopolize
the resources of the government ant
feed fat upon the toil of the people,
but it has been given a free hand in
dealing with labor. It has been per-
mitted to use labor for its own enrich-
ment and then to dictate terms to the
wage-earner, The Democratic party
must be the champion of the man who
toils—not his defender when he does
wrong, not his apologist when he is
led into error, but his exponent in the
effort Lo secure the protection of his
rights and the conservation of his in-
terests. The Democratic party is not
the enemy of wealth; on the contrary,
it is the best friend of honestly ac-
quired wealth, for by preventing the
acquirement of wealth by illegal and
unjust methods it would give to thv
pussessor of wealth the honor and
the distinction to which his thrift, en-
ergy, industry and economy ought to
entitle him,

The Democratic party, if it is to be
a power for good in this country, must
be the defender of human rights. 1t
must devote itself to the protection of
human rights. It must declare, estab-
lish and defend the true relation be-
tween man and property, a relation
recognized by both Jefferson and Lin-
coln—a relation which puts man firat
and his possessions afterward, a rela-
tion which makes man the master of
that which he has created, a relation
which puts the spiritudl and moral life
of the nation above its material wealth

.
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and resources, This is the great strug-
gle of to-day and it is a struggle in
which the Democratic party must take
an lmportant part.

The contest above outlined must ve
made whether the party wins in No-
vember or not. A single election is
but an incident in the life of a party.
For more than a century the Demo-
cratic party has stood forth®as the
representative of certain great ideas
Jefferzon founded it, Jackson defended
it, and even Cleveland could not de-
stroy it. If Mr. Parker is elected his
administration will rid us of imperial-
ism and of the threat of a race issue
and give us greater freedom in the
taking up of economic questions.
Nothing that he can do or say as
president will thwart the purpose of
the democratic masses to rid the party
of plutocratic infiuences or tendencies.
The Republican party is growing more
and more plutocratic and it can fur-
nish a home for all who believe [n the
rule of wealth. The Democratic party
cannot be a plutocratic party; it can-
not belie its history; it cannot dis-
appoint the hopes of its members.
The fight must go on and must go pil
until victory is secured. Can we win?
Who can doubt it? To those who
think that a temporary victory of the
conservative element ends progress in
the Democratic party let this reply be
made:

O ye of little faith! Go forth into
the fields and see how the myriad
grains, bursting' forth from their
prison in the earth, push upward to-

- ward the light. Watch them as un-
der the influence of sunshine and
shower they grow to maturity andd
furnish food for the race. Go Into
the orchard and see the seed or the
grafted twig grow into a great trec
whose leaves furnish shade and whose
fruit gives nourishment (o0 man.
Measure {f you can the mighty forees
behind the grain and the tree, and
linow ye that the forces behind the
truth are as irresistible and as cou-
stantly at work. God would have
been unkind, indeed, had He mad=2
such ample provision for the needs of
man's body and less adequate provi-
sion for the triumph of those moral
forces which mean more to the race
than fecod or clothing or shelter. He
is a political atheist who doubts the
triumph of the right. He lacks faith in
the purposes and th2 plans of God
who for a moment falters in the
great struggle between truth and er-
rm‘-—bet\\'een man B.l'ld mammon.

Evelyn—Yes, myv great grandmother
eloped with my great grandflather.

Cholly—Just fancy! Old people like
that!—Smart Set.

“IT'S MAH HOME.”
A Clspateh from New York to the Chicago
Record-Herald of July 24,

“Bill” Everson, a middle-aged colored
man, snaps his fingersat John D. Rocke-
feller and his millions. *Bill” owns a
three-acre farm on the slope of Butter-
milk hill, in Westchester county, John
D. Rockefeller owns 6,000 acres, includ-
ing Buttermilk hill, his property ex-
tending from the village of Hawthorne
on the Harlem railroad to Pocantico
Hills, on the Putnam railroad.

Dozens of farms in Mount Pleasant
township have been purchased by the
Standard Oil magnate in the last few
months, and Buttermilk hill, several
miles long and a mile wide, now is in-
cluded in the Rockefeller property—
that is, all of Buttermilk hill except the
three-acrefarmowned by “Bill"” Everson
and a cabin and a half an acre occupied
by Marie Everson, his maiden sister.

Farm after farm in Hawthorne, East
View and other towns along the slope of
.the hill has passed into Rockefeller’s
possession, and to-day he is the largest
land owner in Westchester county.
Some of the farms purchased by Rocke-
feller were bought at their real value,
some cost him a fancy price, but neither
fair price nor fancy can move “Bill™
and Maria.

“l don't want Mistah Rockefelleh's
money,” said Everson to-day. “Iratheh
have mah fahm. Why should I sell out
mah little home? Here I have makl
wife, mah three children, mah ole hoss,
mah garden sass, mah hayfield and mah
'tate patch, and I owns all ob'em. IfI
sell mah fahm to Mistah Roclefelleh,
where do you s'pose I'm goin’ to live?
Nobody much wants colored folks 'round
as neighbors, and I'm not goin' to spend
mah time lookin' for another fahm.
He offered me $1,200 {or mah fahm, but
I don't want his $1,200; mah fahm’s
worth more to me than all the money
Mistah Rockefelleh's got in his iron
chest. It's mah home, mah wife's
heme and mah children’s home, and I'm
guin' 1o stay right there.”

Everson’s farm is a neat little patch
of ground on the state road between
Hawthorne and Briarcliff Manor. Mr.
Rockefeller owns the land on three sides
of it. As “Bill” says, he has a garden
and hay and potatoes, and, moreover, he
has a water melon patch that would
make most colored folk sit up all night
and wink and blink at the prospecis ol
melon days still to come.

Down the Stale road. half a mile from
Bill's house, lives his sister, who hasza
cabin home on the side of Buttermilk
hill. SBhe is an invalid and says ske
doesn’t want the $800 Mr. Rockefeller

offered her for the little hillside heme.
She is old and feeble, and she wanis
to end her days in this little mountain
bower, with her chickens, her_ honey-
suckle vines and the cool epring thal
trickies out of the hillside.

She cares not whether Mr. Rocke-
feller owns the land east, west, north
and south of her; she wants to live in
peace. She is nearly blind, lives alcne
and has few callers, Her brother comes
every few days and chops wood for her,
and once each week the village dominie
of Hawthorne calls on Maria, says a
prayer with her and carries away her
blessing.

So these poor colored people. Bill in
his $1,200 home and old Maria in her
$800 cabin, dwell in content, while upon
the mountain side they hear the powder
blasts “of Rockefeller's workmen, who
are constructing a marvelous driveway
circling round and round Buttermilk
hill.

A PUZZLER.
For The Public,
Four years ago, and, truly, eight years. too,
My neighbor Jones declared with virtu-
ous scorn
That thourh a Democrat all througk ard
through,
A8 was his father before he was born,
McKinley should receive his best sup-
port;
'Twas hard to vote Republican,
yel
'"Twas harder still Bryan should be al-
lowed -
Our solid business
set.

but

interests to up-

My neighbor Smith, a'so a Democrat.
tAlthough he spells it with a Ji:tle €).
Says this year Roo=evelt is the proper
man
For him to vote for, far as he can see.
‘Tis well agreed the choice is mereiy one
Of persons; and Smith says that whiele
feels -
No hankering for fish diet, when It ccmes
To chocsing ecls or oysters, Le takes
eels.

This tickles Hawkins just about to death;
The G, O. P. is Johnny on the spol.
But 1'm surprised to see how Jones govs
on.
Calls Smith a turn-coat. traltor, and wkat
nol.
Now why ‘tis worse this year than ‘twas
tefore
To vote Republican, T ecan't quiie seel
There must be the same famous Jiffer-
ence ’
There was ‘twixt tweedle-dum and
tweedie-dee.
JAY HAWKINS.

After denouncing the men who nomi-
nated it as train robbers. Mr. Bryan
cannot support the Illinois state ticket
The Nebraska statesman always did
allow the small virtue of consisiency
to/ hamper,  his movements.—Chicago
Dally News. )
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A TWISTER.
Eaid the Democratie Gold IMank,
In the watches of the night: .
*“I"1i1 the huie inside the doughnut
If you think it out aright,

“For you surely can't Jeny it
When you get right down to biz,

It's the presence of my abgence,
Makes the platform what {t is""

—McLandburgh, in New York Sun,

“If Washington was alive to-day do
you think he would be elected presi-
dent?”

“I do not.” .

“Not enough of a politician, eh?”

“That isn’t the reason.”

“What then?”

“He'd be too old.”—Cleveland Plain
Dealer,

Out of the Democratic conventions
in St. Louis came nominations for
president and vice president without
anyone threatening to bolt, beyond the
candidate for president.—Sioux Falls
Journal.

Ask your lawyer friend who don't
belleve in unions if he isn’t a member
of the Bar Association. Then hear him
stammer.—Poinf (Tex.) Password.

BOOKS

G. W. E. RUSSELL'S MATTHEW AR-
NOLD—A STUDY OF CRITICISM
AND CULTURE.

Matthew Arnold expressed the wish
that no biography of himself should he
written, and so the writers have had
to get around this desire as best they
might. Two volumes of hisletters have
been published, and several volumes of
criticism. Mr. Russell’s book (Mat-
thew Arnold, Charles Scribner's Sons,
New York, $1) is a serles of
essays, bearing the titles Meth-
od, Education, Society, Conduct,
Theology, the whole imaking a
pretty complete account of Mat-
thew Arnold’s work and influence. The
appearance of the bcok is altractive,
the type is excellent, and there are 17
very satisfactory illustrations. These
fllustrations are partly of places inti-
mately connected with Arnold’s life, and
¥et there is not a werd in the text to
show the connection. In fact there
is next to nothing of external biography

in-the book.

This fact detracts much from the in-
terest of the volume. and probably ac-
counts for the feeling of partial cicap-
pointment with which it has heen re-
ceived. For Mr. Russell has oftenshown
himself to be @a most entertaining author,
and readers had a right to expect from
him on such a subject a more lively
book than the present {reatment can
be claimed to be.

It may be that gome of the cisappoint-

ment is due to the fact that so much was
expected of Mr. Ruscell, and his critics
must after ail confess that his deal-
ing with the main lines of Matthew Ar-
ncld's thought and work shows an inti-
macy of acquaintance and appreciation
which few could have equaled. The book
is therefore well worth owning anc
reacing.

Matthew Arnold was born in 1822,
was educated at Rugby and Oxford, spent
most of his active life as Ingpector of
schools, and died in 1888, It was nat-
ural that the s=ons of his father, Eng-
landé's most celebrated schoolmaster,
should be connected with education.
Matthew, the eldest, and Edward, the
third =on, were inspectors; Thomas, the
secand son, father of Mrs. Humphry
Ward, was professor in University col-
lege, Dublin; the fourth son, William.
was director of public instruction in one
of the provinces of India.

Matthew Arnold did great work in
four lines—In ecducation, in poetry, in
theology, and in criticism. Some re-
gard him as one of the greatest poets of
the Victorian age, and predict for his
poetical works Increasing appreciation
and fame, Some think that his theo-
logical books, “Literature acd Dogma,”
“God and the Bible,” “St. Paul and
Protestantism.,” by popularizing liberal
views, represent his largest services to
his age. But Mr. Ruzzell seems to
me right in putting him greatest as
critic—critic of literature, critic of
morals, critic of life. If one wishes to
read a genuine specimen of literary
criticism, let him read Matthew Ar-
nold’'s introduction to his selectiors from
Worcsworth,  With the possible excep-
tion of Frowde's essay on the Book of
Job, there is no greater piece of lit-
erary criticism in the language. Af
to his larger eriticism upon concuct and
life, we find this in all his works. It
is the man himself,

The word that comes first to mind
when one thinks of Matthew Arnold is
“culture,” and in trying, therefore, to
understand the man, it is of first impor-
tance that we remember what he says
about the function of culture, *Cul-
ture,” he says, “seeks to o away with
rlasses and sects; to make the best that
has been thought and known in the world
current everywhere; to make all men
live in an atmosphere of sweetness and
light. . . . This iz the gocial idea; and
the men of culture are the true apostles
of equality.” To spread culture, this
was Arnold's ideal work. He was s¢
impatient with those who lacked this
thing, that he ceemed sometimes to aD-
proach cangerously near to a sort of
foppish superciliousness. But there is
a wide difference between a man who,
knowing his superiority in taste, man-
ner, and libzral outlook on life, wishes
to break down the barrier of separation
by the spread of these qualities, and a
man on the cther hand who magnifies the
nocepgeinn of eneh gualitiesas a perpetu-
ation of separation. The former {s al

heart a democrat, the jatter an aristo-
crat. ’

“If experience,” says Matthew Arnoid,
“has established any omne thicg in this
worid, it has establiched this: That it
is well for any great class or ¢eecription
of men in society to be able to say for
itself what it wants, and not to have
other classes, the so-called ecucated ana
intelligent classes, acting for it as 1is
proctors, and supposed to uncerstand is;
wants and to provide for them. They
do not really understand its wants, they
co not really provide for them. A class
of men may often itself not either fully
understand its own wants, or adequately
express them; but it has a rearer inter-
est and a more sure dillgence in the
matter than any of its prcctors, and.
therefore, a better chance of success.”
There is nothing of the protective epirit
of aristocracy about this. No, Mat--
thew Arpold, with all his worship of
culture, had no desire to limit it, but,
rather, that it chould permea.e the
whole nation.

“He reminded ug,” says Mr. Russ<ll,
“that the true greatness of a nation was
to be found in its culture, its iceals, its
zsentiment for beauty, its perfoimances
in the intellectual and moral spheres—
not in its supply of coal, its volume of
trade, its accumulated capital, or its
multiplication of railways.” Again:
‘““He taught us to seek in every depart-
ment of !ife for what was ‘lovely and
of good report,’ tasteful, becoming and
befitting. . . Alike his teaching
and his example made us desire (how-
ever imperfectly we attained our ob-
ject) te perceive in all the contingencies
and clreumstances of life exactly the
line of conduet which would best consist
with delicacy, and so to make virtue vic-
torions by practicing it attractively.”

Ahove all his other performances this
desire for the spread of the spirit of do-
ing things decently, the spirit of admir-
ing genuineness, simplicity, and beau-
ty—this propaganda of cullure—was
Matthew Arnold’s most distinetive
work. Mr. Russell has brought cut the
point with due emphasis, and this alone
would be enough to justify his book.

There is o much that one can say
about Arnoid—for he provokes giscus-
sion—so0 much about the quality of his
poetry. so much about tke broadness of
his educational views, so much about
his interpretations cf the Bible and of
the contrasts between Hebraic and Hel-
lenic influence on the world, that even a
brief review hardly knows where to
stop. Mr. Russell's {reatment of these
subjects will be found to be stimulating
and helpful: but of course Matthew Ar-
nold is his own best interpreter. In
poetry let one read Sohrab and Rustum,
Rugby Chapel, Self-Depcndence, and the
Sonnets, Quiet Waork, the World's Tri-
umphs, East and West Lordon. In
prose Arrold thought his “'Discourses in
Amerita” his best work: tomany it must
always secm that ‘the highest expres-
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PLUTO. AND HIS FAITHFUL SERVITOR.
Grower—Good | he smiles; he is pleased with my account; he will see that |

acted throughout as his particular friend.
the riff-raff !

It 1 can please him, I care nothing for

slon of his philosophy of life is to be
found in “Literature and Dogma.” But
after reading this, one should, without
fail, read Principal Shairp's “Culture
and Religion,” one of the most beautiful
and instructive little books ever writ-
ten.

It Is hardly possible to close any ac-
count of Matthew Arnold, however
brief, without saying a word about
style. “Whatever,” says Mr, Russell,
“may be thought of the substance of his
writings, it surely must beadmitted that
he was a greal master of style. And his
styvle was altogether his own.” What is
its chief. characteristic? Certainly I
think we may say, straightness. sim-
plicity, entire absence of pomrgosity.
He had, as Mr. Ruseell says. “‘a lively
horror of affectation and unreality.”
He had no tolerance for what he called
“desperate efforts to render a platitude
endurable by making it pompous.” To
be one’'s best self, not to try to be
eomebody else’s self—in style as well
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as in life, that seems to be the secret
of all masters. “People,™ Arnold once
sald, "think I can teach them style,
What stuff it all is! Have something
to say, and say it as clearly as you
can. That is the only secret of style.”
J. H. DILLARL.

PAMPHLETS.

Americans wishing 1o follow the drift
of British politics will be Interested in one
of the pamphlets of the National Liberal
elub (political and economic circle), to be
had of King & Son, 2 and 4 Great
Bmith street, Westminster, 8, W,, London.
It is by J, . Levy and s entitled "The

Flacal Question In Great Britain.”" Two
other pamphlets, to be had of "Land Val-
ues,’”” 13 Dundas street, Glasgow, Scol-

land, relate to the same general subject.
One s a speech by the Liberal leader, Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, In favor of
the taxation of land values. The other ls
a paper by Charles Trevelyan, M, P, on
land reform versus protection, .
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