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The Chicago publicschool teach-
<8’ organization lins won another
legal battle (vol. iv, pp. GG, 816) in
the fight against the corrupting
_ corporatious and the hostile c¢ity
authorities with whom it has
been struggling for four years.

A salary scale for teachers had
been fixed by the school board,
and under this scale the teachers
were employed for the school year
ending in June, 1900. Here was a
contract, but the school board vi-
olated it by cutting down the
teachers’ salaries in the middle of
the school year, giving as a reason
that the school fund had provedin-
adequate.

Therenpon the teachers’ organ.
ization decided to investigate this
inndequacy. They found that
there  was  indeed a  deficit
in the school fund, but instead
of letting the matter end there, as
the school board—either corrupt-
Iy or in¢ficiently—had done, the
teachers made an inquiry into the
cause of the deficit, They were not
long in discovering that it was
due to tax-dodging, and that the
big tax-dodgers were the franchise
corporations—traction, gaw, tele-
phone, electric light, ete.  Then
the teachers did what the school
board ought to have done. They
took legal proceedings to compel
these corporations to pay their
taxes,

In that work of good citizenship
the teachers were not only not sup-
ported by the school board and the
Chicago taxing anthorities, but
were obstructed at every possible
turn by the very authorities whos«
public duty it was to do them-

selves what the teachers’ organ-
ization was trying to do. The au-
thorities and the tax-dodging cor-
porations were united a8 one man
to oppose the teachers” fight. Bui
Judge Thompson, of Springfield,
by whom the case was fiest decid-
ed, sustained the teachers.

Ktill the teacherr got no sup-
port from the school board and
othet officials. They were obliged
to carry on the fight themselves to
the end. the influence of the au-
thorities and of the self-advertised
“best citizeng” generally being
thrown on the side of the tax-dodg-
ing corporations. But greatly to
the conrternation of these ele-
ments, the teachers were success.
ful to the end. The taxing authori-
ties were compelled by the courts
—not. permitted, but compelled—
to levy rome $2,000,000 on the cor-
porate taxdodgers for the yvem
1900, Then the convenient Fed-
erial judge, Grosscup, being called
into the ease by the tax-dodgers,
granted a temporary injunction
restraining the collection of more
than half of thir tax. The local
anthorities have done mothing
further and only about $600.000 of
the $2,000,000 has been collected.
Why they have submitted withont
resistance to Judge Grosseap's de-
cinion must be guessed; they make
no explanations themsclves.

Part of what Judge Gross.
eap gracionsly allowed the anthor-
itier to be compelled by the courts
of Illinoix to levy nupon the tax-
dodgers was duly colleeied and
distributed to the various hoards
aceording 1o their  statutory
righta: and in this distribution
$249.054 eame to the school board.
It was charged, however, hy 1he
city council’s appropriation, with
the payment of the school teach-
ere’ claims.  If  ever litigant
was justly entitled to.the proceeds
of hir suit, thore defranded teach-
ers were entitled out of this fund
to their withheld salaries. But the

schoolboard, which had done noth-
ing with reference to these with-
held taxesgbut to ent teachers’ sala-
ries’ in consequence of the result-
ing deficit, bur which in all good
friendship to the tax-dodgers had
done what it could to obstruet the
teachers in their organization and
litigntion, proceededcalmlynow to
dispose of the fund in sucha man-
ner as to prevent the teachers' get-
ting a penny of it for the withheld
salaries for which they had thus
far so suceessfully fought. They
thereupon appliedto the courts for
an injunction, and after a full hear-
ing their injunetion was sustained
on the 22d by Judge Edward F.
Dunne.

Judge Dunne holds that the bar-
gain of the Board with the teach-
ers was not for the fiscal yvear, as
the Board contended, but for the
s&chool year; and congequently
that the cut in their salaries wasa
breach of contract. He decides this
point upon the double ground of
the intringic evidence in-the ree-
ords of the school board’s proceed-
ings. and the “onusual and unfair”
character of the contract contend-
ed for by the Board. According-
Iy he decides that the teachers
have a preferred claim, analogons
to that of the “diligent creditor™
of the law books, upon the school
fund which they pursuned and se-
cured from the tax-dodging corpo-
rations. Incidentally in his opin-
ion Judge Dunne administers to
the school board and other dere-
lict officials having duties in the
mafter. an exceedingly well-mer-
ited rebuke, which we quote in ful!
in onr news report. The case will
be earvied to the Supreme Court
of the State, but the teachers’
equities are too plain to admit
of any reasonable fear of a re-
versal of Judge Dunne’s eminent-
Iy fair decigion. Whatever the re-
sult of the litigation, however, the
necessity is revealed for abolish:
ing the present appointive school
hoard. The people of Chicago
have already demanded an elective
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. board, and the sooner their de-
mand is complied with the better.

Chicago’s experience with mu-
nicipal electric lighting for public
purposes will be a hard nut for
corporation statisticians to crack.
According to the report of thecity
authorities the total cost of the
average number of arc lights in
1003—4,827—was $262,888.  Un-
der the system of renting from pri-
vate corporations these lights
would have cost $559,936. Tho
saving, therefore, was §$297,048.
Yet the city paid in wages from 13
to 33 per cent. more than the pri-
vate corporations. To have rent
ed these lights for the 16 years of
municipal ownership and opera-
tion would have cost $3.805.812,
snd the city would now have noth-
ing to show for it allexcept apack-
age of vouchers and a memory of
street lights that had glimmered
in the past. But under municipal
ownership and -operation, in spite
of high wages and incidental
erafting, the city has spent only
£3.720.009 ($175.713 less than the
rentals would have aggregated).
and has to show for it besides a
memory of lighted streets a light-
ing plant of its own. which has in-
creased from a system of 105
Jamps in 1887 to one of 4,827 in
1903.

It is suggested by a Chicago pa-

- per that the packing houses, in-
stead of punishing the strikers by
ignoring their union after the
strike fails, punish them by re-
straining the annoyances with
which unions often irritate em-
plovers. The newspaper in ques-
tion evidently fails to grasp the
significance of the packing house
strike. It was forced upon the em-
ployees in the first place by the
packers, who insisted upon reduc-

ing a rate of wages already down’

to the life lime. Circumstances
obliged the packers to compro-
mise, but their compromise was
only a pretense. They purposely
forced a renewal of the strike by
treating the returning men in a
manner which made its instant re-
newal inevitable. The true mean-
ing of it all is that a well planned

war upon labor unions is on foot,
of which the forced packing house
strike is the first battle. Yhen
unionisin in the packing houses is
broken up, unionism somewhere
else will be attacked in a similar
manner; the ultimate object be-
ing to place workingmen at the
mercy of the employers’ organiza-
tions which are being organized
everywhere.

. .

Perhaps the destruction of
unions, the undoubted object of
this crusade, will prove in the end
to be a good thing. Labor unions
are a weak force with which to fight
legalized monopolies. They neces-
sitate antiquated and irritating
modes of fighting. And if it were
possible for them to win, their
power when they won would be in-
tolerable. Were they broken up,
however, their membership might
perceive that there are better
ways of protecting the rights of
workingmen than by labor unions
and labor strikes. They might
realize that the industrial war is
really not between labor and cap-
ital, but hetween rights and priv-
ileges. Through this awaken-
ing, a snecessful political combina-
tion of industrial interests against
parasitical interests might even-
tuate.

— The fifth annunalissue of Moody's
Manual, published by the Moody
Publishing C'o., 35 Nassau 8t., New
York, and 79 Dearborn St.. Chi-
‘eago, while an-expensjve luxury
1$10) for others than the investing
class, for whose accommodation it
is primarily intended, will be found
by any one interested in economic
problems to be a most serviceable
book: of reference. The present ia-
sue is much larger than the largest
of its four predecessors, and its
2,454 pages contain, besides a
great amount of other economic
data. statements relative to 11,000
corporations. Among these are
the great steam railroads, the gas
and electrie companies, the trac-
tion companies, the water, tele-
phone, telegraph and cable com-
panies, and all the large financial
and industrial corporations. With
the encyclopedic business informa-
tion of this hook ready at hand. the
writer, speaker or other. public

man who has a grasp of economie
principle will find himself arwed
t¢ the teeth for alimost any econo-
mic encounter.

Senator Fairbanks, the Repub-
lican vice-presidential candidate,
offered himsel, but was not ac-
vepted, as a volunteer in the war
with Spain. This patriotic inci-
dent has just been discovered, op-
portunely, by the Republican na-
tional committee. - Friendly pa-
pers please copy.

Bryan is to be invited by the
Democratic national committee,
s0 it is reported from the East. to
speak for Parker in the New York
campaign, for the purpose of coun-
teracting the Democratic defee-
tion to Watson, which is =aid to
be serions in that State. Mean-
while such deliciously demorcratie
papers as Harper's Weekly are
preparing Bryan's followers in the
East to.take what he may say in
biehalf of Parker with abundant
salt, They are rising to remark
that Bryan's support of Darker
isn't sincere. What occult pur-
pose this sort of thing serves
among the “plutes,” one may not
venture to guess; but its effect
upon Bryan's followers can be
seen with half an eve. YWhat bet-
ter method could they adopt for re-
senting these wanton accusations
of Bryan by Parker’s friends than
the simple one of taking Mr. Par-
ker's friends at theic word and vot-
ing not as Bryan says, but as they
gay that Bryan thinks?

We always shrink from quoting
a “prominent” anybody or any-
thingwithout betteridentifications
but the “prominent lumberman at
the Plister” who is reported in
the Milwaukee Free Press of An-
gust 18, seems to speak knowl-
edgeably of a conditionin the Phi)-
ippines that is probably true. We
quote from the Free Press, for
what its anonymous lumberman’s
hint may be worth:

“Talk about the Philippines being
given up by the United States.” =aid a-
prominent lumberman at the Pflster th>
other night, “why it is preposterous and
impossible. Thousands and thousands-
of acres of the best timber lands have
been gobbled up by United States lumn--
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bermen, and I will venture to say that
before snotlrer year passesover usevery
acre that it is possible to get of timber
lands will be controlled directly or indi-
rectly by American capitalists. There
are many timber land men in Wiscon-
sin who have invested upwards of
$100.000 each in Philippine timber lands.
and these investments have increased
threefold in value in the past three years.
You can just bet your very last botton:
dollar that the United States is not go-
ing to abandon the property of Amer-
icans to a lot of semi-civilized savages
and their government, if they ever have
any. No; this talk is all froth, pure and
simple., Americans have put their
money in there into lantis from which
the timber can only: be-removed under
strict forestry laws, but their holdings
will have to be protected and the risk
of leaving them to ladrones will never be
considered. These investments have
been made very quietly at a time when
it was supposed that land could not be
sold in the Philippines, hence, the gen-
eral public knows nothing whatever
about. it.”

Anonymonus though this is, there
is an air of probability abont it;
and the Administration—especial
Iy Secretary Taft—is fairly put
upon the defense by it. There are
vecasions when even anonymous
aceusations, when not denied, may
be taken as true. They arise when
the aceused is exclugively in con-
trol of the facts, the facts being
such as the public is entitled to
know. and the accusation is plaus-
ible and incriminatory of public of-
ficials. This is such an instance.

Mr. Balfour, the British prime
minister, tells the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Sei-
ence, of which he is president, that
he—

cannot see any escape for the rath-
er melancholy conclusion that every-
thing which opens up every career to
a poor child of ability tends some-
what In the existing social conditions
in the direction of deterioration of the
race.

Mr. Balfour is doubtless right.
This is the undeniable tendency.
And his allusion to “existing so-
¢ial conditions” has within it all
the potentialities of a full expla-
nation. The opening of careers to
the poor are deteriorating because
they lead on to enervating luxury.
There is nothing new about it. It
it the ald, old story which the wise
Agur understood when he prayed:

“Give me neither poverty nor
riches.” Either is deteriorating.
If we would avoid deteriora-
tion as a race we must seek that so-
cial condition in which none are
despoiled and there is consequent-
Iy no career which leads on to
spoils and the luxurious habits of
the non-earning rich., College pro-
fessors who teach that eivilization
depends upon a leisure class, for
whase support some form of slav-
ery is necessary, promote the con-
dition that Mr. Balfour deplores.
They are among the worst of pub-

Jic enemies, and the only palliation

for their crime is the fact thar
they are fools—e&ducated fools, but
fools.

It has been frequently urged
that the stories of Negro assaults
upon white women in the South
have their counterparts in equally
true stories of similar assaunlts by
white men upon Negro women.
But evidence of violence is usnally
lacking. Whether lacking because
it does not exist, or bhecause the
channels of publication are closed
to Negroes so abused by whites,
while thrown wide open when the
vietim is white and the criminal a
Negro, is not certain. Allthatcan
be asserted is that evidence of vio-
lence is usually lacking in the cases
of Negro women. DBut now comes
an apparently well-authenticated
story of this class from Pertland,
Ark. We find it inthe Little Rock
Reporter, a Negro paper. The de-
tails need not be described, Itis
enough to say that they are quite
as shocking as they could be were
the relation of the races reversed.
The victim was one of two women
in a party of four Negroes who had
been in attendance upon a Baptist
Sunday school convention at Port-
land and were at the railroad sta-
tion on their way home. The party
consisted of two clergymen, a
young woman student at the Ala-
bama Baptist college, and this
voung woman's gister, They were
first arrested by white men, at the
point of a pistol, and with no pre-
tense of an accusation, and then
separated. It is reported that ef-
forts are being made to bring the

perpetrators of this crime to jus-

tice; but we have yet to hear of any

indignant uprising among the
whites of Arkansas.

With. reference to the recent
brutal lynching of Negroes at the
South, there seems to be an insist-
ence by their apologists that con-
demuation of these lynchings is.
peculiarly a condemnation of the
South, and that it is accompan-
jed by an ijmplication that the
North would treat the Negro bet-
ter. This insistence is mistaken.
Those who say that Northern feel-
ing toward the Negro is as hostile
as that of the South.are substan-
tially right. But that is not to the
point. The crime is the thing,
whether committed at the North
oratthe South;and“You'reanoth-
er!" is no defense toeither section..
The guestion is not one of North
or South;itis one of human rights.
If human rights are invaded at the
South, and the South neglects to
give protection because the vie
tims are Negroes, the South must
bear the odium, whether the North
would justly incur the same odi-
um under the same circumstances
or not,

He who tries to make a sectional
question of this simple man-ques-
tion is a dangerous person in pro-
portion to hisinfluence, Nobetter
is he, whether of the North or of’
the South, who asks that any part
of this country, be it North, East,
South or West, shall be allowed to
settle its man-questions in it§own
way without interference. The
citizensof this country are entitled
to the equal protection of the laws.
in every part of it. The Negro is a
citizen of this country, just as
truly and just as fully as is the
Suxon. His rights under the laws
are equal to those of the whitest,
just as the rights of the poor are
equal to those of the richest. If
there is a problem that concerns
him, it is also a problem in the so-
lutionof whichhehasasmuchrighr
as anyone else to participate.
And if he is denied these equal
rights, this equal protection of’
the laws, whether he be denied
them by local statute or by local
maobs to which the localadministra-
tora of the law see fit to pander,
and whether it be in the South or-
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in the North, in Georgia or Ohio,
in Louisiana or New England, it is
the solemn duty of tlhe national
authorities to respond to his ap-
peal and to conserve his rights of
American citizenship.

Japan’s defense of the seizure of
an armed Russian vessel in a neu-
tral Chinege port is as a matterofl
reasoning without a flaw, Hhe
urges that China’s position in thix
war is unique.  (‘hina is a neutral
power, vet mnot wholly neutral.
The war is waged on some of her
territory. ontside of which both
combatants havengreed to respect
her neutrality. The port in ques-
tion is outside the belligerent avea
and therefore to be regarded under
ordinary circumstances ag neatral,
But when Russia’s armed ship is
forced by the Japanese out of the.
belligerent avea, and takes refuge
in the neutral port, that port is in
virtue of that fact to be atoncein:
¢hided in the area of belligerency.
No answer has been made to this
<ontention; and how any Jogical
answer can be made it is difficult to
see.

If Japan had driven the Russian
land forees from their base in the
bheligerent area of CChina, and in-
=tead of surrendering they had re-
treated to the neutral area of
A’hina, all armed and ready to re-
tnrn when opportunity offered.
vould it be reasonably asserted
that the Japanese must not follow
1hemintothatnentralarea? Would
not the neutral territory instantly

_become belligerent territory when
the armed Russians retreatedinto
it to escape pursning Japanese?
Surely it cannot be seriounsly
urged that the Japanese should
stop at the line of belligerency
and helplessly sece their routed
enemy reorganize and reform over
on neutral ground? But if the Jap-
anese army would have the right
to follow a fleeing Russian army
from the belligerent land area of
China, why may not a Japanese
warship follow a fleeing Russian
warship from the belligerent Chi-
nese port, from which she escapes,
into the neutral Chinese port
where she seeks refuge?  Why

does not every Chinese port be-
come, a8 the Japapese argue, 2
part of the belligerent arvea of
China the moment the Russians
utilize it to escape from their vie-
torious foe?

ANOTHER IMPORTANT REFEREN-
DUM IN ILLINOIS.

For the fourth time o petition is
before the voters of Hlinois for an
advisory referendum under the
Foote-Crafts “public policy” law.
Three questions are proposed.
They relate (1) to direct popular
primarees as a substitute for con-
ventions for nominating candi-
dates for office; (2) to popular ref-
erendum vetoes of objectionable
local legislation; and (3) to the
regulation of local taxation., In
full, these questions are as fol
lows:

(1) Shall the State legislature
amend the primary election law so
as to provide for party primaries at
which the voter will vote under the
Australian ballot directly for the can-
didate whom he wishes nominated by
his party, instead of voting for dele-
gates to conventlon or caucus; the
primaries, throughout the entire dis-
trict affected by the offices for which
nominations are to be made, to be
held by all the parties conjointly at
the same time and polling places.
This law not to prevent the nomina.
tion of candidates by petition as now
provided.

(2) Shall the State legislature pass
a law enabling the voters of any
county, city. village or township, by
majority vote, to veto any undesir-
able action of their respectlve law-
making Dbodles (except emergency
measures) whenever five per cent. of
the voters petition to have such ac-
tion referred to popular vote. This
law to apply only to such locallties
as may adopt the same.

(3) Shall the State legislature sub-
mit to the voters of the State of Illi-
nols at the next following State elec-
tion an amendment to the State con-
stitution, which will enable the voters
of any county, city. village or town-
ship of the State of Illinola to adopt
such system of assessing and levying
taxes as the voters of any such coun-
ty, city, village or township may de-
termine, -

The fact is now pretty generally
known that the “public policy™
Iaw of Illinois provides for popu-
lar voting on any question of State
or local poliey. The law is unique.
Itsauthor, Mr. Allen Ripley Foote,

and its sponsor in the legislature
which enacted it four years age,
the Hon. Clayton E. Crafts, prol
ably had no higher expectations
regarding it than that it might oc-
casionally serve as a wholesome
admonition to the State legisla-
ture und to city councils of the
irend of public sentiment; while
the majority of the legislators who
voted for its enactment doubtlexs
believed that in consequence of
their amendment requiring an
enormons petition to give it effect,
it would be a dead letter on the
statute books. But it is not a dead
letter; and that it is more binding
than ite author and itr sponsorex-
pected is probable. Two Chicago
petitions and one State petition
have been voted upon and with
good effect; and competent law-
vers in increasing numbers are
coming over to the opinion that
popular verdicts rendered under
this lnw are not merely sugges-
tions, but are legally mandatory,
with somewhat of the force of n
constitutionnl provision. Their
view of the mandatory character
of the law will probably be pre-
sented to the courts at an early
day. Bhould the city council of
Chicago attempt to pass a compro-
mise franchise ordinance (p. 305
in the face of the “public policy”
vote of last Spring against all
franchises and in favor of police-
power Jdicenses pending the final
adjustment of legal complica-
tions, legal proceedings on the
basis of the “public poliey” law
will doubtless be instituted.

The first vote under this law was
taken in Chicago at the Spring
election of 1902, with reference
only to local questions, and with
this result (vol.iv, p. 821):

(1) Ownership by the clity of Chi-
cago of all street railroads within the
corporate limits was demanded by &
vote of 124,594 to 25,987—a majority of
98,607,

(2) Ownership by the clty of Chi-
cago of the gas and electric lighting
plants (the same to furnish all heat
and power for public and private use)
was demanded by a vote of 124,190 tu
19.447—a majority of 104,743,

(3) Nominations of all candidates
for city offices by direct vote of the
voters at primary elections to be held
for the purpose was demanded by 125,032
to 15,861—a majority of 109,221,

At the Fall elections of the same
vear, the second experiment under
the “publie policy” law was made,
the result being that the voters
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of the entire State, those of thewm
who did not decide to disfranchise
themselves for indifference to the
subject or lack of intelligence re-
zarding it, demanded (vol. v, pp.
373, 486):

(1) By a vote of 381,866 to 80,882 (a
majority of 300,984), that the legisla-
ture adopt the initiative and the refer-
endum for local purposes in the sev-
eral palitical divisions of the State—
counties, cities, towns, villages, ete,

(2) By a vote of 418,418 to 84,946 (a
majority of 333,472), that the legisla-
ture provide for a constitutional
amendment adopting the initiative and
the referendum for State purposes.

(3) By a vote of 440,414 to 74,563 (a
majority of 365,851), that the legisla-
ture take the necessary steps for
bringing about an amendment to the
Federal Constitution requiring the
election of United States Senators by
direct vote of the people.

With that contempt for popular
opinion which has become danger-
ously common in some quarters
under the plutocratie influences
that no w abound, these emphatic
expressions of the popular will
have, with a single exception, been
ignored by the managers of the
party in power in the State. That
exception goes far, however, to
prove the wholesome dread of pop-
ular opinion which influences poli-
tivians even in these days of pluto-
cratic ascendancy. Though- they
thought they could afford to ig
nore all the other questions, they
knew that the traction question in
(Chicago was a burning question,
and rhis they dared mot ignore.
Some of them were defiant, but
enough to make a majority were
discreet. 8o the Mueller bill, au-
thorizing municipal ownership of
the street car lines of Chicago, was
enacted as the immediate result of
the affirmative majority of 98.607
in favor of it under the publie pol-
icy law. ,

But the spirit of contempt for,
popular opimion was not altogeth-
er absent, and the Mueller law was
secretly loaded with plutoeratie
ammunition. That this had been
done with premeditation by pro-
fessed advocates of municipal
ownership who were in reality
£ither honestly distrostful of it or
corruptly friendly to the piratical
traction-interests, became appar-
ent when they tried with might
and main to make it appear that
the vate for municipal ownership
At the Spring election of 1902 did
Lot mean municipal ownershipim-

mediately, but municipal owner-
ship some time or other. There
wis not over mueh eandor in that

contention, but its verbal plausi-

bility could not be denied. Counse-
quently the people were appealed
to for a more definite expression
of their intentions. They were
asked to say under the “public
policy” law whether the city coun-
¢il should proceed to establish mu-
nicipal ownership without delay.
And to remove alleged obsta-
cles, they were asked also to ex-
press themselves on the question
of resorting to police-power li-
censes for traction operation un

til the alleged obstacles to munic-

ipal ownership could be removed.
To those two questions one on an-
other subject was added. So the
third trial of the “public policy™
law (vol. vi, p. 7035), resting on a pe-
tition of over 100,000 signatures,
the validity of which had been un-
suceessfully fought step by step by
the traction and other interests.
came on at the Spring election in
Chiecago in April, 1904. Following
was the result (vol. vii, p. 7):

(1) By a vote of 120,744 to 50,893 (a
majority of 69,851), it was demanded
that the city council of Chicago pro-
ceed without delay to acquire owner-
ship of the street railways.

{(2) By a vote of 120,181 to 48.056 (a
majority of 72,125), it was demanded
that the city council, instead of grant-
ing eny further franchises, proceed
under the city's police powers and oth-
er. existing laws to license the street
railway companies "until municipal
owitership can be secured, and compe!
them to give satisfactory service.

(3) By a vote of 115.553 to 58,432 (a
majority of 57,121), it was demanded
that the Chicago board of education be
elected by the people.

These results were secured in
the face of the opposition of every
Chicago newspaper, except

Hearst’s.. The Record-Herald and’
the News, which are now support-:

ing Mayor Harrison in his poliry of
ignoring that vote on the traction
question (p. 305), were as active as
they were unsuccessful in oppos-
ing the traction propositions on
that referendum. .
Sueh is the history down to the
present time of the voting in Tl
nois under her “publie policy” ref-
erendum. The fourth.vote will be
taken at the approaching Fall clee-
tions, provided signatures to the
reguisite number are secured by

September 6. This will be the vote

on the three questions set forth in
full at the beginning of this arti-
vle—the questions of primary
nomimation, popular veto, and
Incal taxation. Less than 235,000
signatures are now lacking.

The petition is put forth by the
Referendum Ieague of Illinois.
the same body which secured the
three petitions already voted on.
Blank petitions may be obtained
of its officers—Emil W. Ritter,
president; Jas. I'. Cadman, treas-
urer; P. (. McArdle, financial sec-
vetary; and Dr. Maurice F. Doty,
secretary, No. 532 Dearborn streer,
Chicago.

Asthesigningof thepetitiondoes
not bind the signer to vote affirm-
atively on all, or even any, of the
questions, but simply enables the
thoughtful voters of the State to
express themselves, no good citi-
zen, whatever his own opinion as
to the merits of the guestions,
need hesitate to sign.

1t is much more important that
the people thoughtfully vote upon
questions of publie policy than
that they vote right. Right voting
comes  from thoughtful voting.
And it iz only on direct questions
of public policy that the people
can vote with thoughtful diserim-
ination. .\ vote for representa-
tives merely, is too much involved
in the complexities of personal ad-
miration or dislike, personal or
party loyalty, personal character.
uand so on, to admit of a truly dis-
eriminating vote even by the most
thoughtful citizen. If he discrim-
inates well as to persons, he may
stultify himself as to public pol-
icy; if he votes for a representa-
tive with reference to public pol-
icy, he runs the risk of voting fora
treacherous candidate. But wherr
he votes on the question of publi-
policy itself, there is no confusiomn
and no treachery.” Knowing the
poliey he prefers, the voter may
dirtinctly declare himself; and
when he has done that, his repre-
sentative must obey without
equivoeation or be exposed to hix
condemnation at the next primary
or the next election.

The three questions now placed
before the people of Hlinois by the
Referendum League are highly
meritorious, amd  the petition
onght to receive signatures in
abundance, simply on the merits
of the questions,

First: Consider the propositionr
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to nominate the candidates of all
pitrties at primaries and no longer
at conventions, Every man who
believes in his party, as distin-
guished from “the machine”
should favor this innovation. Itis
not an untried experiment, amd
cannot, therefore, be objected to
as impracticable.” Its purpose and
effect is to allow the members of
every political party to govern
their own party if they wish to, by
themselves selecting its candi-
dates. Under the present conven:
tion system, it is not the members
of a party, nor the leadersof a
party, but its “bosses,” that con-
trol nominatione. Their corrup-
tion need not be dwelt upon. 1tis
notorious and needs to be sup-
pressed.  And that can be done
with a primary election law such
a8 this referendum petition calls
for. Under such a law there would
be no Hopkinses nor Harrisons,
no Lorimers nor Jameson's, no gas
combines nor traction companies.
to force the people of Illinois into
confirming some corporation bar.
gain with the Demacratic machine,
as the only alternative of confirm-
ing some corporation bargain with
the Republican machine, Undera
#ystem of direct nominations can-
didates would have to go to the
people of their party for support.
instead of going, as they do now,
to party “bosses™ who ave also cor-
poration agents,

Second: We have next the prop-
osition to empower the voters of
any loeality to veto objectionabl
legixlation by their respective lo-
cal legislatures, such as city coun-
cils. It is proposed to allow this
upon a petition of 5 per cent. of the
yoters.  Sueh a provision in the
law  would recure the people
against corruption by their legis.
lative agents. Nor would it be nee-
essary to use it often,  The fact
that it could be used wonld oper-
ate to make the representatives
honest in action even if corrupt in
motive, One might infer this with-
out reference to examples. I the
members of a city council, for in-
stance, knew that their ordinances
were subject to popular veto, it is
reasonable to infer that they
would be eareful to assure them-
selves of its good character hefore
risking a  specific popular con
demnation. But the matter is not
left to inference. Such a veto of
Rtate legislation is reserved to the
people of South Dakota in their

constitution, and there has never
vet been a resort to it. Not once
have the people of South Dakota
exercised their veto right. Yet
more than one piece of vicious leg-
islation which the party “bosses”
of South Dakota had bargained to
give, has been killed in the legisla-
ture by the mere threat of un ap-
peal to the people of the State for
their veto. Were this power given
to the people of the counties, town-
ships and cities of Illinois, we
should have a refreshing era of
good municipal government all
over the State—and rhat without
being very often, if at all, obliged
to resort to the health-giving pop-
ular veto. :

Third: The third proposition is
intended to enable the voters of
any locality in the State to adopt
their own system of assessing and
levying taxes. This would simply
be an application of the principle
of home rule to the point of great-
est power. The power to tax is
the power to rule. Whoever regu-
lates your local system of taxation
repnlates vour local government.
Home rule in any respect isimpos-
sible  where outsiders control
20 powerful a leverage as your
svatemn of taxation. There can be
home rule in any respect only
where the local taxing system is
iinder the control of the home peo-
ple.  Under the proposition put
forth by the Referendum League,
any loeality in Illinoisx might fol-
low the example of those fifty or
more localities of New Zealand (p
308), some of them cities, some vil-
lagres and some farming sections,
which have abolished taxes on per-
sonal property and improvements,
and look to land values alone as
the basis of taxation. If any Il
nois localities did that under the
power of home rule here sought,
they would neither help nor huet
anybody but themselves, Should
they prove it to be as desirable ax
it has proved in New Zealand
after nearly fifteen years’ experi.
ence, other loealities would have
the benettt of the example: should
it prove injurions, the others could
avoid the example, and it conld he
abandoned where it had been tried
and failed. TIf, on the other hand,
the people of any loeality should
wish to disconrage improvements
by taxing them heavily, to drive
away eapital or keep it away by
taxing it whenever it showed ita
head, to encourage land monopoly

by making taxation rest lightly on
valuable land held out of use, or tv
indulge in any other fiscal vagary,
they would be at liberty to do
80, but only at home and if they
were in the majority there. The
vital point about it is that none of
these fiscal policies could be foreed
upon any community where people
were opposed to it. At present the
people of 1llinois who wish to bur-
den improvement and active cap
ital with heavy taxes are allowed
to force their obstructive theories
on every locality in the State, no
matter how much opposed to that
bad policy the local people may be.
But under the proposition of the
Referendum League, no locality
could have its prosperity blightel
by destructive fiscal schemes
forced upon it by outsiders.

No more meritorious questions
of public policy could be offered
to an intelligent community than
these three for wlich signatures
are now solicited.

Shonld they be carried, a very
complete public policy will have
been declared by the people of i
nois, They will in that event have
demanded, besides an amendment
to the Federal Counstitution re
quiring the election of United
Ntates Renators by divect populay
vote, that—

(1) The Iilinois constitution shall b2
amended so as to establish the initia-
tive and the referendum for State pur-
poses. .

(2} The Iilincis legislature shail es-
tablish the initiative and the reierendun
for local purposes.

(3) The Illinois legislature shall ee-

tablish the right of popular veto in io-
calities to objectionable legislation by
the respective loecal bodies.
. {4) The Illinois legislature sha!l pro-
vide for direct primary nominations nf
party candidates in place of convention
nominations.

(3) The lllinois constitution shall e
so amenced as to enable the voters of
localities to adopt theilr own systems
of assessing and levylng taxes.

Thesealterations in State policy
would gpeedily make of Illinois an
example in elean politics and busi-
ness prosperity to every other
Statein the Union. ’

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

NEW YORK.
New York, Aug. 22.-=The political out-
look in the East presents a differen’
view from that of the West. While the
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gamblers’ guide-board would indicat~
that Rodeevelt will carry the Siate ol
New York, the impreszion one gets ming-
ling among the masses, embracing pro-
fessional, mercantile and laboring men,
is quite otherwise. Here there is a deep-
seated prejudice against Roosevelt ln
marked contrast to his apparent popu-
larity in the West.

To a verdant Westerner, who assumes
that human nature is pretty much the
same the world over, it seems that the
tactics of the metropolitan prees sup-
porticg Parker 18 more likely to con-
tribute to his defeat than to assist him.
<Certainly the Republican campaign
committee could circulate no more ef-
fective literature to galn votes for their
candidate than dally excerpts from the
columns of the Parker papers, which
seem to delight in praising the opinions
of the men who bolted the nominee of
the party in the last two natioral cam-
paigns. emphasizing their sneers at
Bryan, and casting reflections on the
sanity or intelligence of the multitude
of earnest men who followed the Ne-
braskan. Such support will certainly
prove a boomerang, for if Parker is to
win he must have the undivided support
of all shades of Democracy. The men
who voted to fasten the present imperi-
alistic policy on this Republic may be
enthusiastic for Parker. but if they really
<esire to wrest the control of govern-
mental affairs from the men they helped
1o put at the helm, it would be better for
them to express their enthusiasm in the
polling booth than to sneer at the men
who were loysl, not alone to their con-
victlors, but also to their party,

The notification meeting of the Peo-
ple’s Party in Cooper Union on Thursday
evening, August 18. must have been
gratifying to the candidates as well as
to the leaders of that party. The hall
was packed with an intelligent audience.
which was appreciative and responsive.
That it was an intensely radical gather-
ing was evident from the spontaneous
ovation that greeted the mention of the
name of Henry George by Judge Wil-
liams, of Indiana, in the first formal ad-
dress of the evening. Judge Willlams
is a single-lax man, and boasts of his
town. Vincennes, Ind., as having puh-
lished the first single-tax paper in the
world, of which Warren Worth Bailey,
now of the Johnstown Democrat, was
«ditor and proprietor.

The men who have followed the lead-
ership of Henry George in this city in
his political contests are very much di-
vided in this campaign. Many cof his
active supporters are the most active
and influential leaders of the People's
Party in this state. Among them are
Judee Samuvel Seabury. M. G. Palliser
and A ], Boulton. But Judge Parker
wil have the suppert of some of the
:MEF‘ speakers that have followed the

Prophet of San Frauncisco.” while oth-

er ardent disciples of George will quietly
cast their votes for Theodore Roosevelr,
believingthistobethe most effective way
to strike at plutocracy, which they boa-
lieve not only has control of the machin-
ery of the Democratic party, but will
dominate its candidates.

Bolton Hall, son of the late Rev. Dr.
John Hall, has been urged to accept the
nomination of the People's Party for
governor eof the State. For the past
twenty years he has been an ardent dis-
ciple of Henry George. Just now Mr.
Hall, is much more interested in the
‘eirculation of his new book, “Free Amer-
ica,” than in leading the forlorn hope of
a political party. He has devoted the
best thought of several years to the
preparation of this book, and in order
to give it a wide circulation he has in-
sisted on the publishers’ bringing It out
first in cheap form. If he were led to
believe his candidacy would ald in giv-
ing his book wlde circulation he would
make the race without regard Lo his po-
litical future or the effect it might have
on his private fortune, and make the
fight with the same underlying motive
that forced Henry George into the po-
litical arena,

The Central Federated Union of Man-
hattan and the Central Labor Union of
Brooklyp, tendered a complimentary
dinner to John Z. White, of Chicago, on
Sunday evening, August 21st, in the La-
bor Lyceum of Brooklyn. Between two
and three hundred guests zat down 1o
the banquet table. fully one-fourth of
whom were ladies. The programme was
quite lengthy. and Mr. White did not
speak until after eleven -o'clock. The
toast assigned him was “How Shall La-
bor Meet the Presert Crisis?” a sub-
ject upon which he dwelt for more than
half an hour in his usual masteriy and
forceful manner. and to the approval
and delight of the large audience.

D. 8. LUTHER,

'NEWS

Week ending Thurscay. Auguet 25.

The terms of the Japanesé de-
mand of the 16th upon the Rus-
sians for the surrender of I'ort
Arthurcp.308), were made publicin
dispatches from Tokio on the 19th.
They were in substance as follows:

Women, children under 16, priests,
diplomatic agents and officers of neutral
powers, to be allowed to leave, with one
piece of luggage each; the luggage to
be subject to inspection, and the refui-

gees to be sent to Dalny uncer sufficient |-

protection.

Along with this demand and offer
the Jupanese delivered to the Ruos-
sians a note from the Emperor of
Germany ordering the German

military attaches at Port Arthur
to withdraw, and they have done
#0. The time set by Japan for sur-
render was 2 o'clock in the after-
noon of the 17th. No favorable re-
sponge was made by the Russians,
but at the hour named for surren-
der they renewed their fire upon
their Japanese assailants. Since
then the fighting has been contin-
uous and bloody. if the gorsippy
reports may be relied upon. There
is nothing definite in the news,
however, although the indications
are that the Japanese have pene-
trated to within a mile or two of
the inner defenses and that the
Russians cannot hold out much
longer. The Japanese authorities
allow no news of any importance
to be reported.

At the north the Japanese have
made a furthér advance toward
Liaoyang (p. 278), the Russians
havingevacuated Anshanshan and
the Japanese having occupied it
on the 24th. .

Although the Russian ships Ros.
gin ‘and Gromoboi ercaped when
the Rurik (p. 309) was sunk by the
Jupanese, they were both badly
dimaged upon their return to
Viadivostok, and their total loss
in men and officers killed and
wounded was 449, including among
the killed the captain of the Ros-
sia. Another severe loss to the
Russian navy ocenrred on the 20th,
in the beaching of the Novik while
pursued by two Japanese vessels,
The Novik was the fastest pro-
teeted eruiserin the world.

On the 20th the Czar summoned
into.active gervice another tenth
of the reserves of European Rus-
sin. U'nder thissummonsover half
the first-class reserves in Russia.
and praeticallv all in Siberia. will
have been called to the colors.

Al the christening of the Czar's
heir (n. 310). on the 24th, the Czar
issited a royal manifesto in which.
among other marks of imperia!
favor. he granted amnesty to all
political offenders except those
charged with murder.

A civil war in the South Ameri-
can republie of Paraguayis report-

e, On the 12th the eapital eity,
Asnnecion, was  hombarded  hy
three insnreent vessels, The in-

anrrepte demand the resignation

of President Ezeurra.
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The Colorado troubles (pp. 264,
204) are reported to have been re-
vived, Omn the 20th a mob organ-
ized by the mine-owners took pos-
session of Cripple Creek, looted
the labor union store, and deported
several men for sympathizing with
the labor unionists. Among the
persons deported were J. C. Cole,
a former assistant prosecuting at-
torney: Eugene Engley, a former

attorney general of the State; Fo

. Hall, manager of the union
store, and F..J. Hapge, a lawyer
and counsel for the labor union.
Steps have been taken by the in-
jured interests to secure protec
tion in the courts and also from
the national government. The
Jatter ¢laim is made on the ground
that the looted store is owned hy
the Inter-State Mereantile com-
pany, an outside corporation,
Inconnection with themeat trusg
strike (p. 2935), an injunction nsked
for by the trust against the
eity of (* Im-dgn has just terminated
ina decision favorable to the trust,
The trust has been using its pack-
ing houzes at Chikago for the pur-
pose of honsing its »strike break-
erg.” Thix was decided by the cor-
poration counsel, Mr. Tolman, to
be unlawful under the city ordi-
nanees with reference to lodging-
houses and fire protection. Ae.
cordingly, the trust was notified

by the ¢ity to cease using the pack--

ing houses for lodging purposes;

and thereupon the trust made ap--

plication to the courts for an in-
junction. On the 24th Judge Bren-
tano granted the injunction, which
prohibits the eity from interfering
with the mmplamod of use of the
packing houses. He granted it on
the pground that the packing
honser are ontside the fire limits
of the city. The eity bas taken an
appeal. Tt bagr also taken steps to
terminate the strike through a me-
diation committee anthorized by
the city council and appointed by
the Mayvor onthe 24th,

Asg laree nnmhbers of the “strike
breakers™ in this strike are Ne-
rroes, the strikers have urged
RBooker T. Washington to come to
Chicago and address a Negro meet.
ing o the snbisct with a view to
averting  hostile  race  feeline,
Their telesram of the 23d to My,
Washington was as follows:

Brooker T. Washington.
College. Tuskegee, Ala:

Tuskegee
Oreganized la-

bur of Caicago, representing 250,000
men and women of all races, respectiully
request you to address a mass meeting
of colored people in this city on the sub-
ject, “Shculd Negroes Become Strike
Breakers?" Organized labor has en-
ceavored for years to overcome race
hatred, and the fact that hundreds of
Negroes are acting as strike breakers,
to aid the heef trust to reduce wages, is
undoing all of the good work done in
vears along that line. Letter will fol-
low.

Negotiations regarding the Chi-
eago traction question (p. 236) arve
in progress.  The committee on
transporation of the council re-
ported to the council on the 24th.
at a special meeting called for an-
other purpase, a franchise’ ex-
rension  orvdinance  (p. 305),sup-
posed  to be  acceptable  to
the Chicago City Railway Com
pany: and Judge Grosscup, of
the Federal court. has heen in-
vited by Mavor Harrison to join
in negotiations on the basisof that
report, for adjusting the contro
vorsy with the receivers of the
Union Traction Company. and
thereby settling the whole matter.
The overture was made on the
18th hy Mayor Harrvison in the fol-
lowing letter {o Judge Grosseup:

[ am informed by the Corporation
Counsel that the substantial elements
of the decree to be entered in the trac-
tion case have been determined by your
Honor, and that, while important ques-
tions remain to be decided, a computa-
tion can be now made of & commuted
term equivalent in duration to the aver-
age duration of all existing franchise
rightes. Feeling myself charged with the
duty of doing everything in my power
to bring about an adjustment of the
present differences between the trac-
tion companies and the city. and being
convinced from your Honor’s public ut-
terances that you alen desire a settle-
ment, fair at once to the city and to the
property interests confiled to your
charge. I beg leave to send you herewith
a copy of the ordinance lately tendered
to the City Railway Company, and to
ask that 4f this ordinance (which seems
to me the best practical solution of the
ouestions at {ssue between the city and
the transportation comparies) meets
with your Honor's approval you inter-
vene in the matter in such way as you
may deem proner to bring the settlement
of existine differences with the Union
Traction Company and its underlying
companies,

To this everture Judee Grosseup
replied on the 234 as follows:

The fiscal structure of the property
interests embraced in what is known

as the Union Traction lines is such
that a settlement out of court of theiy
franchise relations with the city—par-
ticularly the merging of all outstand-
ing franchises in a new franchise—
would be a 1ask ¢f great difficulty. Ou
this account it has seemed to me all
along that when a feasible basis for
settlement was once arrived at the
court's posseesion of the properties—
drawing along with it jurisdiction over
the questions that the proposed settle-
ment is bound to raise—would be help-
tul to a quick and complete adjustment
of all the matters involved. The court,
¢o far as I represent it, is ready now
to aid you to the extent of its power
in bringing about such adjustment.
Mothing can be done by the courl,
however, except on the basis that the
franchise to be given will contain the
legal equivalent for the franchises to
be relinquished. An exact equivalent
would be a re-grant {or the  period
found to be the average for all the out-
standing grants, and on the terms sub-
stantially of the outstanding grants
To what extent the pending City Raii-
way orcinance meels this test. now that
the boundaries of the granis ar2
known, will be made the subjsct of im-
mediate inquiry. Personally 1 hope
that a basis for sertlement, not only
in principle but in detail, will be
speedily found.

At the special meeting of the city
couneil on the 24th, at which the
proposed franchise ordinance was
reported by the committee on
transportation, Mayor Harrison
reissued his proclamation (p. 305
calling upon opponents of the or-
dinanee to secure a petition
against it under the “public pol-
icy” law by October 20—six weeks
after the logal time for such pPlb
tioning expires.

Another important judicial de-
cision in the long-drawn-out tax
fight of the Chicago school teach-
ers (vol. iv, p. 696), was made by
Judge Edward F. Dunne on the
22d. Of the fund which the school
teachers had unearthedin the form
of unpaid taxes due from publie
utility corporations, the c¢ity coun-
¢il had appropriated such amount
a8 might be necessary to reim-
burse them for unpaid salaries;
but the school .- board. which re-
ceived this appropriation, refused
to make that payment. The teach-
ers therenpon brought injunction
proceedings, and Judge Donne hos
decided in their favor. He finds
that the salaries of the feachers
had been fixed by eontreact, thai
thev had unearthed the fund in
uesiion, and_that they therefore
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had an equitable lien uponit. Ou
this point he said, in Ins opinion:

Tha eomplainant in this case |[Cath-
erine Gogginl, aciuing for and in beha.f
of these 2,301 teachers whose wWdges
have bLeen withheld by the defendant
[the schoo! board], has enforced as a
result of long protracted, expensive
and leborious liligation, the payment
into the public treasury by tax-evad-
ing quasi-public corporations of the
very fund now in controversy, monies
which honestly belonged to the sacred
school fund of this community and
which, with the connivance of th<
sworn gfficers of the law, charged witl:
the collection of the same, were being
dishonestly withheld by these corpora-
tions, While the defendant, the Board
of Education, sat supinely by, and
while other public officials more espe-
clally charged with the levy and coi-
lection of the:e taxes refused 1o per-
form their sworn duty, this complain-
ant, acting for and on behalf of these
same teachers out of their own limited
resources, went out and performed the
duties which primarily devolved upon
the tax levying bodies of the State,
and secendly upon the Board of Edu-
cation to see that the tax levying offi-
cials of the State collected the taxes
honestly belonging to the schcols of
the city, and brought about the pay-
ment of dishonestly withheld taxes. In
other words, they were what a court
of equity dencminates “diligent cred-
itors.” They unearthed and succeeded!
in having paid into the public treas-
ury funds upon which by the action of
the city council they had an equitable
lien, and by so doing nave in a court
of chancery fortified themselves in the
position that they have a right to be
paid their debts out of the fund so
unearthed and produced.

The week's news of American
pﬂlmts embraces three Btate con:
ventions, ~ The Rvpublu ans  of
Texas met on the 23d at Fort
Worth and nominated a full State
ticket on which no Negro’s name
appeara. The eandidate for gov-
ernoris.J, . Lowden. Onthe same
day at Dover the Addicks faction
of the thllhll(‘ﬂll party nominated
Henry €. Conrad for governor.
Also on the 23d the Democratic
and the &ilver Republican conven:
tions of Nevada met at Winnemue-
ciand myade a fusion ticket with 8,
D.Vand yuser iDem.) at the head as
candida te  for Congrexsman-at-

large, followed by H. T. Bartine

Ril. Rexpj for Sopreme Court
judge,

T\‘f\‘maﬁ E. Watson and Thomas
H.Tlhh‘lgns were formally notified
on the 8th of their nomination

ip. 310y for President and Viee
l:lsuh . of the United States,
respectively, by the People’sparty.
The notification was made at a
mass meeting at Cooper Union.
The house is reported as having
been crowded. AL J. Boulton, of
New York, called the meeting to
order and Samuel W, Williams, of
Indiana, made the notification
speecl, Both Mr. Watson and My,
Tibbles responded.

: HBWB ROTES,

—Al Boston oa lhe 18th Gen. Wil-
mon W. Blackmar of that city was
elected commander-in-chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic (p. 3t}
by acclamation. -

— A tornado did enormous damag?
on the 21st in and about Minneapoiis
and St. Paul. The weatner bureau ap-
paratus registered a  velociiy of 120
miles an hour, Several Lves were
lost.

—The Chicago pneumatic tube mail
service—the largest system of the hind
in the United States,—was opened tor-
mally on the 24th at the terminal in

the present temporary ® post cilice
building.
—Louis F. Post will speak in Al

Soul’s church, Oakwood buulevard and
Langley Ave., Chicagy (Jenkin Lioyd
Jones, minister), at the regular Sun-
day morning seivice, September 4, at
11 o'clock. His subject will be, “Joha
P. Altgeld's Last Book—'The Cost of
Something for Nothing.'"

—General Herman Haupt, now in
his eighty-eighth year, is the oldest

appointed at the age of 13 by Andrew
Jackson. He had entire charge of all
the military railroads of the Federal
government in the Civil War, and in
twelve hours was promoted by Stantou
ifrom plain Mr., Haupt to Brigadier
General Haupt. He bas thiry-five
grandchildren,

—Gov. Terrell, of Georgia, has or-
dered an investigation into the con-
duct of the miiitia who were guarding
the Negro prisoners (p. 310) whqm 2
mob burned last week. He concludes
his order as follows:

1 have been maortifed geatly over the
crime of this mob, I tuke comfort in the
fact that it did not represent the sentiment
of this State, for ity actlon is condemned
by a large majority of the peopie of (ke
State, amd for that matter, of Staiesboro
ard Hullock county, the scene of the ¢
No Cefense can, and no apology shou'd he
mude, for this action ef the mub. 1 regret

nimgl\ the miitary uid not preserve
They were sent there to see the
enforeed :l;h,] that peace was pre-
P azards,

— The cumpletion of the Galveston
sra wall, zaid to be one of the finest
pieces of engineering work ever ac-
complished in America, was celebrated
on the 22d. It is 17,592 feet long, 18

teet wide at the base, 5 feet wide at

graduate of West Point, having been'

the top, and starnds 17 feet ab8ve mean
low tide, with a granite riprap aprou
extending twenty-seven feet out on th:
gulf side. The contract price ¢f the
wall was $1,148,318. The actual con-
struction consumed ome year, four
months and seventeen days, The grade
of the city is now to be raised to slope
gradually from the top of the seawail.

PRESS OPINIONS.

THE GEORGIA LYNCHING.
New York Age (Negro), Aug, 18.—And o
the white savages of Georgla imagine that
the biack savages mMay never turn upon
them and mahe o he.i for the whole popu-
ation whie the frenzy jasts!
Milwaukee Daily News (Dem.), Aug, 17—
If there was ever an exhibition of the un-
|lrr~- sx of A peopie (o govern themse. ves it
cus given at Statesboro, Ga., wkea the two
roes, Paul Reed and \\il' 1Lalo, were
taken from 1he eouritoom in which th ey
hi heen concemned to ith tl rough e
crderly proceante of the Juw ard exceuted
by mub vicence. Georgia may weil hang
ivs head in shame.
Dubugue Telegrapk-Hera.d (Demoy, Ang.
L= er uf human beings wiil
dlee, The s.aughter-
pe Just pUILSLILENL
regnrd  not alehe ol
law but of mora. iaw as wel, Hu-
dgency may suspend the operation of
former, Lul it is puWeriess 10 susp \<ml
1|1|- OnEra » atier,  Above the
3 is ls the God who mau

't e Scuth
terribie as to
urh 2L suppicie
tion for forgiveness, “As ye =in
s shail ve =uffer:” so I8 it wrltten, And
while the suffering may not come to-day
nor to-morrow, it wiil come one day in
ing rury. .

[} ce.and Plain Deater (ind, Dem)), Aug.
1% --The butehery at Statesboro, Ga, cf twa
Negroes under the most horrib.e circums-
stances can be atiribuied simp.y an d-m .3
W # mob's reldsh for murder. |
simple truth nhout this and other .lﬂaln--.f
the Kind I8 that they deprive ug ot ail coaim
to rank amoeng civiiized natlins, forin no
ather enlightened vountry on earth woud
they be tolerated or, for that matter,
thuught of. Americars who piaie cf thelr
government uncer ;aw ard especlaliy boast
of thelr capacity for the same, are gulity,
several times a week, on an average, of
precisely the same savageries which, whea
cammitted by a debnsed Russian mob at
Kishenef or by fanallcal Chinese Boxers,
evoke such urstinted condemration in 1his
iand of the free. Nor are these horrib e
manifestations of mob murder and evi-
dence of the jaw's impotence pecu.dar to
any section of the country. Ohio is in no
position to throw stones at Georgia, nor
can New Jergey se¢ 10 remove the moie
from Colorudu's eye for the beam in her
own.

The (lrdinmtpo‘.!s] Freeman (Negro),
Aug. 2.—Nor do we beleve there ia any
grime or erimes that can account for the
treatment  which the Negro recelves
either Nurth cr S8nuth, TLere Is a desite,
wapecially In the South, (o do that which
wil make him a beast of burden and keep
him =2. If the South continues to grow In
frankness it will scon deciare this, Then
its cloak will be eniirely removed, ard we
ahall see that the rea motive back of all ity
doing is to plaee the Negro, a8 T ear a8 pos-
sihle in the pesiticn  he occupied bhefore
emancipation,  ArLdif it te true, as tie
News conterals, that the peopie of N
il wonld, under ke corcliions, deal
e -]uesiion very anuch like South
i it owly praoves that urder those
conditiors they won S0 more just than
the po e t,t‘ South Carclina. Whether gt
Le in one pliee or the otber no ameunt o f
cning or confession can justify il
ahss of some peap'e for the crimes of oth-
It 0% not =0 muck what we wouid Jdo,
as what we ghou’l do. . . Noare wij
¥ v that the Scuth is entitled to the sy m-
thy of ail in it attempt to  =o 1his
|JI1-|1[| m. hot only =0 far as it atemp:s to

hnm. i( 10

solve itgustly.
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FILIPINO SELF-GOVERNMENT.

Bosieuo s (Chicago) Bear (fin'.), Aug. 19.
=—A Ny esteemed anld schoarly gen.e
mal, a Wulh-0over and toinkvl—a se -
uanger, ana therefore A ruie person—huas
SullleiuW Leen CHUBLL UNawales aLd pei-
Moty IMperiilsie  deas 10 1N81610us.y
LPaLsTUSE Wion 1S Lalive Lnoughe ‘T'ras
Brioelan Labke Lhe FLIDIGOS unsulued
lur se.l-guvernment, ., . I admit the
rripines aic not capabie of se.l-guvern-
mel OF My iceal, Lor perhaps of tLe eal
o the genueman in question., bBut his task
i3 o welenda the prepustercus proposition
tnat tne peope of the United Staies are
ntted to reacn the art of seif-government !
V+ hy, not one voter in a thousand in this
country knows anythking of the origin and
evolution of government. Not one in a
thousand couud teil what ate the proper
tuncuoens of government and logically sup-
pori his positlon. Arnd what is the Ameri-
cun juew of government?  Simp:y graft,
trrafi and goVerniueol Aare s) non) mous
terms in the American voters” minas, To
be sure thete are eft a few gruauates of
lttie 2Zaxdv “corn-staik universities” who
retain sentimental loeas about the Dec-
lalloh ol lnuepenuence—who at east re-
member that there was such a ducument.
Bul they dare not pracucal, They have not
caught on to the “'strenuous-.te get-into-
the-vurd-wagon” lcea, And what ate the
governments in tkis country, nationai,
Staie, counly and city? Why, simply the
mus. powertu] and most efficient tools by
which 1rLe monopoiocrais punder the
massed. Sl here is an educaired man of
th orid, ana a we.l-meanirLg man, who
Tus seen so much with cne e, 1, and has
Leen =0 blind In the other that he imagires
the boczy boodlers of Lis begrafted cou .
try are competent to teach the Filipiros
the art of seif-government!
OVERCROWDING.

London Dally News (Llb)., July 24—
When we come to overcrowding we touch
at once on the two prafound problems of
the lard and municlpaism, These things
He at the heart of the subject, The com-
hat overcrowdirg must Le
dealt with, That is an in-
struction to the Liberal party of momen-
tous mportance, and we do not doubt that
they will aceept the report as a new siim-
uius to the enthusiastic adcption of a great
doemestic policy which, starting from the
taxatior of lacd values ard the extension
of large land purckase and housing pow-
ers 1o (e municipaiiries, will strike at the
greal root evis of drink ané overcrowding,
of which the decavirg phy sique of the peo-
p.e is the visible frult,

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN.
Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep.), Aug. 20—
In kix Jdingnosis of ?0”“”“ ilis, and in Lis
prescription of political remedies, Thomas
E. Wat=an appears to mosl people to rea-
=on froem misunderstood facts to fulse con-
clusiors. Nevertheless, no obhserver of his
eateer can deny him sincerity or impute
to Fim the =lightest fear of speaking
s'raight out the truth as ke seesit. The
Democeratic argument in this campalgn
is Indeed exact!y as Mr, Watson describes
it: That the Republicans have been right
and the Democrats wrong, ard, therefere,
hecause the Democrats new confess this
they should be given power in the nation,

A Buddhist paper in Tokio, with an
unpropounceable name that is trans-
lated the Thundering Dawn, starts on
its career with a statement that should
be a model to American elreulation
hoomers, “This paper has come from
eternity. It starts its circulation with
millions and milliors of numbers. The
rays of the sun, the beams of the stars,
the leaves of the trees, the hlades of
grass, the grrains of sand, the hearts of
tigers, elepharts, lions, ants, men and
women are its subscribers. This jour-
nal will kenceforth flow in the univerze
as the rivers flow and the oceans
surge.”—Public upinion.

MISCELLANY

HE WHISPERED IT.

For The Public,
Wkhenever Aunt D. trave.ed
Abroad to see the sights,
She tooK with her a nephew
To share In her delights;
And twice she'd taken Willy,
Because he wore with joy
Trke white and yellow coat which wrapped
Hls grandsire when a boy,

Then to her nephew Alty,
A qulet lad, and cold,
His probable selection
Long in advance she told.
“Of course you'ii wear jour grardshe's
coat? ' —
No answer dld ske hear.
“Of course you'll wear it?"—no reply
Reached her attentive ear,

For by a certain tallor—
Named David, I may state—
Ally had been persuaded
‘That the coat was gut of date,
And been furnished with a new one;
So he came his aunt to meet
Wrapped in a cloak which covered him
From head to foot, complete,

Wtile waiting at the station
She sought with anxious eyve
The coat of write and yellow
Bereath thut cloak to spy;
Ard to the taflor, standing near,
She put the question, so;
“Does Alty wear his grandsire's coat?”
8aid ke: *1 do not know.™

Bul when on board with aunty,
All ready to depart,

And when the be.l was ringing
A slgral for the start,

Then Alty rose, and dropping
His cioak upon the floor,

Showed her that all of yeilow
The cout was, that Le wore!

“Brave boy!" the tailor shouted,
And several othicers, too,

Cried: “Such hercle courage
Til now we rever knew!

And of punctilious henor
He shows what tender sense!

He couldn’t see his kind Aunt D,
Beguiled by faise pretense!’

“However dared you do i1?
How dared you do it now?"
Was asked him confidentiuily,
And Alty whispered how:
“1 showed this splendid couruge
At this particular date,
'Cause [ feared to tell Ler sooner,
And I dared not longer wait.”
JAY HAWKINS.

THE LAST WORDS OF ALTGELD.

A friend sends us the following as the
iast words vitered by the ate John P
Altgeld, wrd  savs of them that (iey
breathe the same gpirit that actuatled his
1ife. -

I am not discouraged; things will
right themselves. A pendulum swings
one way and then arother, but the
steady pull of gravitation .is toward
the center of the earth. Any sirue-
ture must be plumb if it 15 to endure.

So it is with nations. Wrong may
seem to triumph; right may seem to
be defeated; but the gravitation is up-
ward 1o the throne of God. Any polit- .
ical institution, if it is to endure,
must be plumb with the line of jus-
tice.

JAPANESE GENTLENESS.

Dispatch to Ckicago Chronicle, dated To-
kio, Jure 11,

Though the martial spirit 18 indus-
triously instilled.into Japanese  chil-
dren by their mothers from earliest
infancy, they are taught to be kind
to animals. At home and in the
schools they are not even allowed to
eat cakes or confectionery made in
the shape of rabbits, sheep or other
dumb beasts, for fear they may ac-
quire ideas of cruelty.

A teacher never whips a pupil. If
the pedagogue commits an injustice,
the scholars stay away until repara-
tion is made. )

Prof. Oziima told the forelgn col
cny in a :ecent leciure here on the
national svstem of education that a
German teacher once scandalized a
school by his brusqueness. The boys
and giris talked it over among them-
sclves and then asked the principal to
dismiss hin:, saying:

“He is a learned man, but a pig.”

Being informed that the teacher
had besn enzage! for a stated time,
they went straighi to him and said:

“If you have a sen’'s (half cent's)
worth of henor, break your contract
and go back to Germany.”

He wen.:.

GETTING NEXT TO THE PEOPLE.

The President greeted me affably,
and after a sharp horseback ride over
the oyster shells, and having disposed
of the Russian situation, we fell to
talking politics. I told the President
that he was the Real Thing, that ti»
Flicker of Destiny was already play-
ing about his brow, and that he was
as plainly Marked for Another as th»
Sunday Golf Player is Tagged [for
Perdition. . . .

“I think,” repHed the Chief Magis-
tratz, “our public men don’t get near
enough to the people, Mr. Cleveland,
for example—""

“Exuctly,” 1 interrupted, simultan-
eously extracting a fresh Perfecto from
the President's proffered cigar case.
"I have often labored with Mr. Clevs-
land on that very point. Don't yoil
remember how, when you had both
gone out to open the St. Louis exposi-
tion, you both stopped to speak .l
Joplin, Missouri? Mr. Cleveland had
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been grinding out the subject from
the Encyclopaedia of History. I hap-
pen to recall the opening sentence of
his address. He gald: .

In travellng through the great common-
weaith of Missourl, 1 am Impressed by the
vitallty and- permanence of our political
system and more than ever inclined to be
ready to admit that whenever the claim is
advanced that the genius of American In-
stitutlons is admirably adapted to the
progressive requirements of a self-gov-
erning community, the sentiment shall al-
wayvs receive my just and cordial appro-
bation. And I cannot refrain from ex-
pressing the cenviction that in a compara-
tive estimate of the worth of the contribu-
tions to our political enlightenment, madé
on the one hand by the people of the East
largely by the adaptation of theories and
principles evolved from the experiences
of thelr English forefathers, and made
on the other by those who, like the Mis-
souri settlers, have gone into the wilder-
ness and developed the community's in-
stitutions concomitant!y with the com-
munity’s growth, there {8 much that s

warthy of our critical study and deserving |

of our most profound admiration.”

“Yes,” sald the President, “l read
the epeech; I passed through Joplin
the next day.”

“You did,” I continued. “and yomu
did not waste much time in readinz
the History of the United States be-
torehand.”

“Hardly,” murmured the Exponent
of Strenuosity. *“You remember .he
apple vender that you brought into the
car, and the Janitor of the Court-
houze? They tipped me off.”

“Do [ remember it?"" I cried. “Snall
I ever forget how you advanced sturd-
ily to the front of the platform and
called out cheerily:

“Has anyone sern Brick Peters? I want
to shake his hand. And there are some
others, my fellow-countrymen, that any
man with red blood In his veins would like
to know. 1 have heard from one end of
the country to the other about George
Mattkews., Yes, we've all heard of George,
and we've heard of Dick Mayhew, and how
he knocked down a dude that wouldn't
give a lady his seat. And where |s Four-
Fingered Eli?7  Ladles and gentlemen, [
congratulate you on hLaving voted 360.000
for a new courthouse, and I'm glad the
astone I8 coming from Marsta:l's quarry.”

“Do you know, Gordon,” said th2
Fighting Statesman, *on some B&ac-
coumis I think that Joplin speech is
one of my best efforts. I ran in more
good real local color in those few
opening sentences than in almost ﬂn_v
speech 1 can remember—the kind of
local stuff that counts, you know; any-
body can hit off the Mayvor and the
Fire Chief and a few bankers and
judges. But I run in the men thai
don't get {1 the papers every day, men
that are mext to lodges and societlns
and—and labor unions.”

“Teddy,” 1 cried, impulsively, “you
are a genius. Nothing escapes you—
nothing!” ’

“No,” he echoed, “nothing;” and
then added thoughtfully, as I jumped
into my automobile and turned to bid
him good-night, “not even the Post
Onice looters.”—QGordon. Power, in
Pearson’s Magazine.

THE GOSPEL OF DIVINE LAW AND
ORDER.

A portion of a sermon delivered In the
Church of the Advent. Birmingham, Ala,,
July 3, 1804, by the rector, the Rev, Quincy
Ewing, as reported in the Birmingham Age-
Herald,

Then apake Jesus 1o the muititude and
Hls_d!scip:ea. saying, The scribes and
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat; all, therefore,
whatsoever they bid you observe, that ob-
serve and do; but do ye not after thelr
works; for they say and do not.—Matt.
xxiil : 1, 2, 3,

Did you ever stop to consider what
Jesus meant, how much and how lit-
tle, when He enjoined the multitude
and His disciples to obseérve and' do
what they were bidden by the scribes
and Pharisees?

Were you ever struck with the
strangeness of this injunction uttered
by the Nazarene prophet, who was be-
ing watched as a dangerous rebel to the
old traditions by the appointed
guardians of those traditions; whose
rebellious words and deeds were being
anxiously mnoted and treasured  up
against Him by those who sat in Moses'
seat?

Have you ever reflected that this ad-
vice was given to His hearers, just as
the Nazarene was on the point of hurl-
ing at the occupants of Moses’ seat
some of the most terrible epithets of
condemnation and scorn that are any-
where writ down in the world's litera-
ture?—just as He was on the point of
fiinging in their teeth, that they were
“fools and blind;" that they *“shut up
the kingdom of Heaven against men;"”
that they "“made clean the outside of
the platter,” leaving it within *‘full of
extortion and excess;” that they were
“outwardly righteous,” but full in-
wardly of “hypocrisy and Iniquity;”
that they were “blind guides, which
strained at a gnat and swallowed a
camel;" that they were like unto
“whited sepulchers”—beautiful with-
out, and corruption within: that they
were “serpents,” a “generation of
vipers,” compassing heaven and earth
to make omne proselyle, and making
him, when found, even more the child
of hell than themselves?

Surely, we need to pause and consid-
er what this Nazarene prophet—this
obnoxiofls and at last crucitied Rebel—

meact. when He told His hearers to
observe and do whatsoever they were
bidden by those men into whose very
faces He was about to fling His awful
and sublime defiance.

Jesus was preaching a Gospel of
Divine-Law and Order, not any gospel
of anarchism based upon contempt for
constituted authorities because they
were constituted, or because the char-
acters of those who happened to bear
authority were not all they should
have been. At the same time, He recog-
nized what has been over and over
again recognized by lesser redeem-
ers and saviours of humanity, that the

| constituted guardians of law and order

for the sake of human rights and
righteousness, may themselves turn
anarchists to the law and order they
profess to guard; may themselves
prove traitors to Divine' truth and
justice, in order to serve truth and
justice so-called and miscalled by the
tongue of tyranny; and that, then, no
longer guardians of anything holier
than their own. mespmess, and petti-
ness, and selfishness, they need to be
defled on the seat of Moses in the name
of Moses, and driven from the sarc-
tuaries of God In the name of God! The
injunction of Jesus casts no slightest
diseredit upon the conviction, that
there was never any Dody of men in
church or state with divine authority
to deal unjustly with an individual
human soul, or to make their vision ot
God, right, duty, the test and measure
of his. It was the opposite conviction
that He went to His death in rebellion
against; and it is the opposite convic-
tion that has planted and nurtured
through dreary centuries the deadly
upas-iree of despotism (anarchy's other
name!) which to-day casts its shadows
of bale and blight over most states
and over most churches.

All the good law and all the good or-
der which any state or church enjoys
to-day may be traced back somehow,
over some route, to the words and
deeds of men who rebelled against
the kind of law and the kind of order
that they found administered by its
“constituted guardians;” by men who
dared to appeal from the “keepers of
divine truth” to divine truth itself—
from the “irustees of God"” to God Him-
self.

The plea of all usurpers and
tyrants, kmngly and priestly, since time
began. has been—"We are the posses-
sors of heaven-born prerogatives:
we are the keepers of religion's sancti-
ties; we are the inheritors of a sacred
tradition; we are the appointees to a
divine trust—we are the occupants of
somebody’s seat; and we must run this
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world the way we understand God

wanis it run.”

Aye, and had they been at all times
aliowed to run it, without running it
agasst some fearless and rebellious—
perhaps maimed and mangled—soul
in the way, it would be, now, in this
present time, a fit abiding place only
for the starved and mumbling ghosts
of reason, righteousness, justice, truth
and faith in a moral God! It is a half-
way respectable abiding place for the
living sanctities of heaven and earth,
of God and man, because the official
guardians of make-believe dead sancti-
ties have been made to recognize again,
and again, and agaln, that one and
God is a majority—be that one a rebel
ever so lonely and distrusted, ever so
forsaken and uncomforted, as he goes
to die under God's sun, God with him,
on his cross or at his stake!

Misgulded rebels doubtless there
have been, who were, and ought to
have been, put down; but just as cer-
tainly there have been misguided offi-
cials who were, and ought to have bzen,
rebelled against. Doubtless, authority
may be Divine, and rebellion undivine.
Doubtless this world could not have
got along so well as it has, without
occupants for Moses' seat and other
seats of authogity; but just as certainly
would ¢ have got along lamentably
worse than it has, withou( the me1 who
have been responsible for a good deal
of uneasiness and anxiety in Moses’
seat and the others.

This is the tragic paradox of human
history, and human history so far does
not seem disposed to explain or apolo-
gize for it.

We can only conclude that there
must be rulers, and that there must be
rebels, for humanity's welfare; reserv-
ing to ourselves the right to conclude
further, whenever specific conflict de-
velops between them, that ruler is
right .and rebel wrong, or rebel right
and ruler wrong. That is the beat we
can do. We cannot expect to determine
questions of human relations, rights
aml duties, by some crystallized for-
mula, or after the mathematician's
manner of dealing with the curves and
angles of a blackboard demonstration.
Moral complexities occupy a seat and
a sphere all their own, and are to be
dealt wih as they arise in obedience
to moral law, which is under no con-
straint of contract to take sides with
the throne rather than the footstool,
or vice versa. To-day, it may give sen-
tence with thofe who sit in Moses
seat; to-morrow, sentence against
them; to-day. make a foorstool of the
thron2, a throne of Lhe footstool; to-

‘behind the paper

morrow, decree that throne and foot-
stool shall remain as they are,

The business of the individual soul
is s'mply to stand for truth, for justice,
for right—whatever the odds against
him, or the particular cause for which
he stands; certain with all certainty,
assured with all assurance, that noth-
ing can be finally maintained in this
world which ought to be rebelled
against; and nothing finally rebelled
against which ought to be maintained.

MULLIGAN ON THE NEGRO PROB-
LEM.
For The Public,

“Horrible!” execlaimed Flynn, from
he was reading.
““Listen to this,” he said, and proceed-
ed, to read aloud: * ‘Mob burns two
Negroes after they had been sentenced
\lo death by the court. Defeating th»
militia and court officers in a bloody
hand-to-hand battle, the mob invad-
ed the courtroom and dragged forth
the trembling, terrified victims. At 2
point two miles from town the blacks
were chained to a dry pine stump,
their clothing saturated with oil anii
ignited. Then, as the flames mounted,
the Negroes shrieking for merey, pray-
ing, supplicating, and writhing {n
horrible agony, the white mob—com-
posed of all classes of citizens, profes-
sional men, mechanics, laborers, cap-
italists, loafers—danced and yelled
with delight, exulting in the frightful
spectacle!””

“What had
asked Donovan.

“They had murdered and burned a
whole family of white people,” an-
swered Flynn.

“They ought to be burrned at the
shtake thin, an’ I'd help to do ut!"
exclaimed Donovan.

Flynn resumed the reading: “There
is great fear that the drunken mob (for
they are drinking heavily and many
are budly intoxicated) will take the
remaining prisoners from the jail and
lynch them also. It would be an un-
speakable calamity if, in their drunk-
en frenzy, they should wreak veun-
geance on such unfortunates as are
incarcerated for omly trifling offenses.
There is great danger that this wiil
happen, however.'"”

“*There is great danger that it will
happen,’ " echoed Mulligan,

“And I'd like to have a hand in it.,”
exclaimed Flyntt, the young-man-
about-town, “for them niggers are a
lot of wild beasts!™

“And what,” said Mulligan, “is a
white man who would like to have a
hand in murdering people Who ar:

the naygyrs doone?”

‘incarcerated for only thriling o!-
finsas?' ™ ’

“You in favor of the niggers?"” ex-
olaimed Flyntt.

All eyes were turned upon Mulligan.
Even Donovan's loyalty, which had in-
variably prevented him, hitherto, fro:mn
seriously antagonizing Mulligan, was
now upon a tension. Flynn's look was
half question, half disapproval, and
young Flyntt was candidly contempt-
uous. However, there was that aboutr
Mulligan that commanded silence un-
til he should speak. A few tense mo-
ments passed, and then he said: “If
men knew what this means: ‘Wha!-
soever ye would that men should do
unto you, do ye even so unto them,’
they would neither condemn the inno-
cent nor wantonly and unlawfully
murder the guilty.”

Flynn's eyes fell; Donovan removed
hi3 hat and scratched his head; but
Flyntt was equal to the occasion:

“Huh!" he jeered, “talk that to Sun-
day school children!” )

“It has been talked to men.”
swered Mulligan, quietly, ““for nineteen
hundred years past. It is the cinotral
principle of the Christian religion. and
yet, not wan Christian in a thousand
knows its meaning.”

“Christtan or no Christian,
never solve the race problem!”
claimed Flynrct.

“0On the conthrary, Misther Flyntt, it
seems Lo me that it is the only possible
solution, not only av the race problim,
but av the greater problim, av which
the race problim is only a part; name-
ly, the Social Problim."

“I'd like to know,"” said Flyntt, “how
you're golng to work to apply such & -
sentimental, goody goody, bang-me-on-
the-other-cheek doctrine as that to a8 -
case where a blanked nigger murders
and burns a whole family of white peo-
ple—father, mother and helpless chil-
dren!”

“Yer tone and manner. Mr. Flyntt.”
said Mulligan, “compel me to suspect
that you would rather not like to know
how it could be applied.”

I admit I'm hot,” said Flyntt. “And
it's enough to make & man hot to hear
such a man as you taking the part of
the nigger against his own race!”

“I despair of doing ye any gool
Misther Flyntt. It is you that are dis-
criminating between the races, Rot I
It is the very fact that I do not dizerim-
inate against the black race. thal
makes ve hot! Cool off, Misther
Flyntt, and hear me. Yer challenge is
that [ apply the principle, born of loveé.
and expressed in the command: 'What-
soever ye would that men ghould do

A
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unte you, do ye even so unto them,’ to
the solution of the race problem. 1
accept the challenge.

“To begin with: The best man living
to-day s descinded from a savage. His
remote progenltors inhabited caves, or
tents made of skins. They subsisted on
unuts, roots. grubs and game, and upon
the flesh of men who were strangers to
thim. All strangers were clagsed as
enemies and were unrelintingly hunted
down, tortured by every cruel device
that the savage could invent, and mur-
dered as a matter of course,

“The average man of to-day is, in
himself—mind, 1 say, in himself—but
a step in advance av ihe savage that
1 have described. The tribes are larger
to-day. The Russlan tribe will murder
the Jewish Lribe; the British, the Boer
tribe; the Spanpish, the Cuban tribe:
the American, the brown and black
tribes, and the latter, being the least
advanced, require even less incentive
10 savagery.

“l repeat, Misther Flyntt, the aver-
age man av to-day is—in himself—but
a step in advance av the aboriginal
savage. Sometimes, even the savage
will show mercy to the captive who
submits in humility, but none to the
deflant. In this respect the difference
between the savage and the average
man of to-day is simply that the latter
will usually show mercy to all who are
not defiant. But the average man of
to-day, i1f someone call him a llar, will
answer: ‘If the man who just called
me a liar will meet me outside of the
park when I finish my speech I'll cut
his throat from ear to ear!’ So, anny-
how, I seen It in the papers the other
day.

“The average man is still a very dan-
gerous man, and is only held in check
by his superiors. The average man is
still ready to join a mob if the objec:
of vengeance is of another race; and
he 3 repressed for the greater part of
the time only by the influence of the
vomparatively few, who have risen
above the average in morality—who
hear, and strive to practice the com-
mand: ‘Whatsoever ye would that men
should do unto you, do ye even so unto
them.'

“An ignorant man s, naturally and
inevitably, a menace to society. To
permit the black children of the South
to grow up in ignorance ls to Invite
insurrection. To permit them to grow
up in general ignorance, but with the
particular knowledge that they are
despised by the whites, is to plant in
its native goil the seed of hatred.

“The ignorant man never looks back

s0 far as to first causes; he 3 mentally
near-sighted. The blacks of the Scuth
see the burning at the stake of one of
their fellows—back of that, nothing.
It makes no difference to them what
the murdered man's offense wa‘s; they
only see that the white men burned
him at the stake. The lower the scale
av Intelligince, the sweeter the thought
av ravinge., The example av ven-
geance is set by the white man, in
burning their fellow; therefore, ven-
geance is permissible, he argues, If he
wreak vengeance upon an innocent
white man, so also have the whites, in
frenzied, drunken mobs, killed not only
the guilty, but the innocent blacks as
well.

“The blacks, conscious of the legal
right of liberty, are nevertheless held
in industrial bondage—a bondage more
extreme than that of the white laborer
of the North only because, the Negro
is more igngrant and therefore more
easily exploited. At Dotiom, the race
problim §5 but a phase av the social
problim. Back av ut all, and under-
lying ut all is the assumption av in-
equality av human rights.

“Answer me this, Misther Flyntt:
Don’t you want all min to accord you
equal rights with thim?”

“You bet, I do,” answered Flyntt.

“Don't ye suppose that every other
man wants the same for himsilf?”

“Of course; they want the same,
but—"

“Not too fast, Misther Flyat(,” in-
terposed Mulligan; “my quistion is:
Don't ye suppose that every man wants
equal rights for himsilf with all other
men?”

“Yes, At least that,” answered
Flyntt; "and most of them want more
than that.”

“Very well,” sald Mulligan; ‘‘the
command Is: Whatsoever ye would
that min -should do unto you, do ye
even so unto thim, Every man who
confesses & wish for the enjoyment av
rights equal to those of all others, is
thus commanded to accord equal right
to all others, Hate breeds hate, love
breeds love. Min do not hate those
that love thim. They do not hate those
that act as if they loved thim. Ye may
say that ye cannot love the Negro; but
ye can accord him every right that you
enjoy; which If ye do, he’'ll know that
yve do not hate him; and if ye do not,
he—and everybody else—will Kknow
that ye despise him,

“As tte rule, the Negro is accorded
no rights, He is simply permitted to
exist., The white man overreaches him
at every iurn. He bargains for the

Negro's services on terms that would
make an old-time slaver blush for
shame. He arrests the Negro on a
trumped-up charge, and by forms of
law throws him iato the stockade, the
chain gang or the mines. The great,
writhing,. struggling, aspiring mass of
black humanity in the South is ‘kept
down’ by means of every device that
ithe superior intelligence of the whites
can invent. And that brooding mass
of black humanity is composed of 10,-
000,000 temples, each the habitation of
an unconquerable soul!

“The thief is safe among thieves so
long as he observes the thieves' code
of equity. The gambler is safe among
gamblers so long as he observes .the
gamblers' code of equity. The business
man is respected among business men
so long as he is true to the business
men's code of equity, Equity is the
pole star to which all human socrety
irresistibly tends; and he who stands
in the way of this universal progress is
responsible for whatsoever means are
employed to overvome his resistance;
for-the imperative Fiat has gone forth:
Whatsoever ye would that men should
do unto you, do ye even so unto thim."”

HORACE CLIFTON.

THE STEEL TRUST STEAL.

The United States Steel Corpora-
tion is easily the greatest industrial
giant on earth.

It has twice as much capital and
twice as mucu net earnings as any
other concern. *

Its total capitalization was, on De-
cember 31, 1903, $1,442,714,114.

Its net earnings for the first 33
months of its existence (ending De-
cember 31, 1903) were $327,267,512.

This is at the rate of $119,000.000
a year, $9,917,000 a month, $330,000 a
day, and $33,000 an hour for ten hours
a day.

Two men counld not count the dol-
lars made by this great monopoly.

For the two yearg ending Decem-
ber 31, 1903, it produced 15,832,922
tons of finlshed steel goods on which
it made net profits of $242479,916.
Its net profits, then, averaged $15.31
per ton. A large portion of these
goods consisted of rails, blooms, bil-
lets, structural work, etc., which, ac-
cording to Mr, Charles M. Schwab,
cost only about $12 per ton to pro-
duce.

Its gross sales and earnings for 1903
were $536,572,871, and for 1902 and
1903 about $1,100,000,000. These,
however, included sales from one sub-
gidiary company to another. These
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probably amounted to about $300,000,-
000, leaving $800,000,000 as the gross
receipts for the two years. As $242,-
000,000 was net profits, the total cost
of the goods produced was $558,000,
(00, The net profits, therefore, were
over 40 per cent. of the total. cost of
the goods,

In 1902 it paid $120,528,343 to an
_average of 168,127 employes, and, in
1903, $120,763,896 to an average of
167,709 employes. The total of wages
and salaries for these two years was
more than $1,000,000 less than the
net earnings for the same time.

The total taxes pald in 1903 were
$2,972,600. The taxes, then, were
less tkan one-fifth of one per cent. on
$1,500,000,000, and only one per cent.
on $300,000,000, It is probable that
the assessed values of all of the mills,
plants and transportation properties
are less than $150,000,000, and that
the taxes paid on this property are
about $2,000000, It is not probable
that all of the mining properties,
which Mr. Schwab values at $1,000,-
o000, are assessed for more than
$60.000,000, probably not $40,000,000.

Allowing $100,010,000 as the monop
oly value of these properties when
combined under one ownership, a fair
valuation of them would be between
$500,000,000 and  $600,000,000.  This
would indicate that there is about
$1,000,000,000 worth of water in the
capital of this giant trust.

This is under a protective tariff
that enables this trust to make profits
of 40 per cent. upon the sale of its
goods. The total value of its prod-
ucts in most prosperous years and at
high tariff monopoly prices, i8 only
about $400,000,000. Taking the lean
with the fat years, it is not probable
that its total sales will average more
than $300,000,000. A fair profit on
these sales would be $24,000,000 a
yvear. This is about what the trust
would make, if all unnecessary tariff
duties were removed. This, capital-
ized at five per cent., would give $480,-
000,000 as the fair anti-monopoly value
of the steel trust properties.

Mr. Schwab said in a letter to Mr.
H. C. Frick, in 1899, that steel ralls
were made here for less than $12 per ton,
while the cost to produce them in
England was $19. He said that sim-
ilar differences in cost existed as to
other steel products.

In 1837, when the famous Carnegie-
Rockefeller deal was made, whereby
Carnegie agreed to pay Rockefeller :o
cents per ton royalty on iron ore, and
to pay high freight rates for carrying

it, and Rockefeller agreed never
actively to engage in the manufacture
of iron and steel, Carnegie said that
“Piusburgto-day can make and delivera
ton of steel anywhere in.the world at as
low a cost as it can be made at the point
of delivery.” Again, on September
1, 1903, he said at Barrow-in-Furness
that there have been made and sold
without loss, hundreds of thousands
of four-inch steel billats at thnee
pounds for a penny—or $15.30 per
long ton.

This trust is mow exporting f{ts
goods to all parts of the world. On
November 1, 1903, he United States
Steel Products Export company,
whose stock is held by one of the
subsidiary companies -of the trust, be:
came the selling agent for all export-
ed products. But few men now know
the export prices on goous, and the
danger of these prices leaking out
to an inquisitive public is greatly
lessened. The "value of its products
sold abroad for the year ending June
30, 1904, probably exceeded $25,000,-
000. In 1901 Mr. Charles ... Schwab,
the president of the corporation, testi-
fiedd that all goods were sold at “very
much lower rates than those here.”

This trust is now openly and avow-
edly making an aggressive fight for
control in all the markets of the
world. It Is feared abroad because
of its low prices; and here, because
of its high prices and its dictatorial
and bulldozing methods.

The steadily growing export busi-
ness of this trust from year to-year,
and its aggressiveness in _obtalning
and holding foreign markets, to-
gether with the statements of Mr.
Carnegie and Mr. Schwab as to the
cost of producing steel, make it cer-
tain that the bulk of the goods ex-
ported are sold at a profit rather than
a loss. Hence it Is fair to estimate
as tariff profits during the last two
years, the full difference between the
export and home prices of its goods,
unless this difference exceeds the full
amount of the tariff duty.

The evidence of Mr. Schwab before
the Industrial Commission in 1901,
the letters presented in the Senate
by Senator Bacon last April, and the
testimony of Mr. J. J. Hill before the
Congressional Merchant Marine Com-
mission on May 24, make it clear that
while the trust has for three years
held the price of steel rails firmly at
$28 per ton in our market, it has been
selling them abroad at from $5 to $12
per ton less than $28, and that the
difference during the last two years

has been from $8 to $12. The duty,
however, is only $7.84 cents per ton,

During the years 1902 and 1903 the
trust produced 3,855,101 tons of steel
rails. Our total exports were only
98,111 tons. Perhaps 75,000 tons were
exported by this trust, Multiplying
3,780,000 by 7.84, we get $29,635,000
as the amount extorted from us, on
steel rails alone, by the steel trust
with the tariff club in its hands.

The export price of barb wire has
remained almost steadily at $2.20 dur-
ing the last two years, while the
home price has varied from $2.65 to
$3.15. The duty on barb wire is $28
per ton.

The export price of wire nails has
changed but little from $1.35 per
100 pounds during the last two Years.
The home price has varied from $1.85
to $2.05. The minimum duty Iis
$11.20 per ton.

The export prices for iin plates
have varied from $1 to $1.40 per 100
pounds under the home prices. The
testimony before the Chamberlain
Commission showed that American
tin plate was, early in 1304, being
sold in Canada at 10s. 9d., or §2.60
per box, delivered. Allowing 20 cents
for transportation, the export price
at Pittsburg was about $2.40 per box.
The home price was then $3.64. The
duty is $1.50 per box.

The export prices of plain fencing
wire have varied from $1.25 to $1.37%
during the last two years. The home
price has varied from $1.85 to §2.
The duty is $1.50 per 100 pounds.

The export prices of most other
kinds of wire have averaged about
$12 per ton below the home prices.
Qur exports of wire nalls in 1302 and
1903 amounted to 65,000 tons, and of
wire to 231,000 tons.

The tariff profits on the other prod-
ucts of the steel trust, as reported im
its second annual report for the years
1902 and 1903, are estimated in this
same way.

Of the total exports of the steel
trust, amounting to $25,000,000 or
$30,000,000 a year, probably not one
ton or one pound of steel is sold
abroad at as high prices as are real-
ized in this country.

Based largely upon these differences
in prices, and somewhat upon the
importations of competing goods,
after paying the tariff duties, the
tarift profits of the steel trust are es-
timated as follows:

TWO YEARS TARIFF PROFITS OF
THE STEEL TRUST.

Statistics of production from the sécond
annuab-report of the United States Steel
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Corporation for the two years ending De-
_cember 31, 1903.) ’

Production

Finished Products T2 & 106,
for Sae —Tons,
Steel rails e 5

Blooms, Db

sheetand RRGAINLLY
Plates ...l 1,169,254 1238000
Merchant  steel, skelp,

shapes, hoops, bancs

and cottan ties......... 2252155 22 250K
Tubing and pipe.. 1 LEF IS S YT TRTLY
Rods .............. RS 3 T W LT NL T
Barb wire .. TOLINO 860
Wire nal.s .......... LT CV R S LN LT
Other wire and produ Tih414 B 4HL0 R
Bheets—black and g

vaniged . TR 7T9 LA IRL L]
Tin plate .. BOUAK) 22,000 i
Finished stru wor G50,721 10,000,000
Angle and splice barsard

jeints L.l 2,100,000
Spikes, bolis, nuts and .

TIverts ......oiiiiiiiiiann 1,200,000
Axles ......... 2,850,0.4)

steel

Sundry lron ’ ;nd
products

Totals

The tariff, then, is responsible for
$162,000,000" of the $242,000.000 of net
profits made by this giant monopoly
in 1902 and 1903. Without this un-
necessary tariff the profits would
have been but $40,000,000 a year, in-
stead of $121,000,000, i

If, as is probably true, this trust
produced about two-thirds of our to-
tal output of steel, the total tariff
profits on all iron and steel products
and goods are about $123,000.000 a
year. ‘1hese are the factory profits.
The tariff costs paid by consumers
are probably 25 or 30 per cent. more,
as many of these steel products do
not reach final consumers until they
have been sold and resold many
times, and have become parts of ma-

chinery, ete. The total tariff
“graft” from the duties on steel
products, {is, then, $150,000,000 or

$160,000,000 a year. This is not, of
course, the whole of the tariff “graft”
from the iron and steel schedutle,
which includes all kinds of machin-
ery, implements, hardware, etc,

Irop and steel form the basis of
our entire manufacturing industries.
There is not a factory of any kind
that does not use iron or steel a3 a
raw material, or that does not use
machines composed mainly or largely
of iron. There is not a manufac-
turer outside of the iron and steel
industry itself, that does not feel the
high price of steel products and goods.
Thiz $150,000,000 or $160,000,000 a
year is the handicap which the un-
necessary duties in the iron and steel
schedule of the Dingley bill put upon
these mawmufacturers. .

Hundreds of small industries,
handicapped in this way, are having
the life crushed out of them by this
tarif juggernaut. They are dying
hatd, and are forming manufacturers’
free trade . and . reciprocity _leagues,

and are yelling desperately to Con-
gress to take the duties off steel goods
and stop the progress of the tariff
monster. Meantime “he wise men at
Washington are saying: *“Statesmen
spare the tanff; touch not a single
schedule.”

That this tariff does nothing for
labor is evident.. According to the
trust’'s own report, its net profits are
greater loan the toal labor cost of
producing its goods. This in itself
is evidence of an unfair division of
earnings. It means that the manu-
facturers not only get the tariff
profits, but that they keep them. It
means that the workers produce two
dollars for every dollar they get. Such
an unfair division of earnings does
not exlst outside of the protected in-
dustries.

But, since 19='J'3, wages in most steel
mills have been cut an average of 25
or 30 per cent. Besides, about 40,000
workers have been laid off. The trust
managers propose to make their
profits in bad as well as good times,
There may be auversity for the work-
ers; there is nothing but prosperity
for a highly protected monopoly, like
the steel trust,

. BYRON W. HOLT.

The government's Philippine show
at St. Louis, which was expected to
cost $250,000, has cost nearly a round
million up to date. This may be termed
a typical Philippine exhibit.—Boston
Herald.

P —

Dr. Edward Everett Hale “sees the
era of everlasting peace approach-
ing.”

Heavens! which way is he lgoking?
—San Francisco Star.

BOOKS
MAYOR M'CLELLAN'S BOOK.

It is a pleasing and interesting fact
that an American politician about the
time of his successful election should
publish a scholarly book. Mr. McClel-
lan's brief historvy of the Oligarchy of
Venice (Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Bos-
ton, $1.25) would do credit to a profes-
slonal historian. It shows patient study,
good arrangement, and it is withal
written in a style that is easy, simple,
and clear.

The best feature of the book is that
it gives evidence of a confident and
sure insight Into the real significance
of different forms of government, and
judges these by a true democratic
standard. The worst feature, indeed
the only seriously bad feature. is that
the author attempts too much within
his 202 brief pages. The result is that
some of his later chapters are over-
crowded with bare events.

| The first two chapiers arc the best in

the whole book. In these he shows
how clearly he sees the causes of both
the rise and the fall of Venice, and fur-
thermore he differentiates at once the
peculiar development of the Venetian
state as distinct from that of the rest
of Europe.

The peculiarity of Venice was that
she had no land to start with. “Hav-
ing,” says the author, “neither lands
to grant nor to be granted, she was ab-
solutely outside the dominant system
of Europe.” So was it that feudalism
did not concern her. “With no lands
to linherit,” he continues, “a landed
aristocracy was an impossibility. Be-
ing of necessity a commercial state,
the only aristocracy she could develop
was that of wealth, And it is this fact
which in great measure explains the
peculiar form of her evolution.”

What her peculiar form of eyolution
was is very clearly shown, and it is a
great lesson. “lIn other countries of
Europe,” says Mr. McClellan, *“‘the evo-
lution of government was from above,
downward—power at first concentrated
in the hands of the few gradually pass-
ing to those of the many—in Venice
the process was exactly reversed.” In
Venice the people were at first su-
preme. and lost power little by litile,
until finally the oligarchy ruled omni-
potent. At first the popular assembly
was composed of every male adult who
chose to attend. It was, says the au-
thor, "very similar to the old Saxon
Folk-Mote, or the New England Town-
Meeting of our own day.” Gradually,
in 8 community where wealth was the
standard, the rich more and more
usurped power, and thus the govern-
ment was formally changed into an
oligarchy. The downfall of Venice is
the story of the ultimate weakness of
such a government.

But why did the people lose the pow-
er with which they began? This is the
great question, and it cannot be said
that the author is explicit enough in
the answer. What destroyed the po-
litical power of the people in Venice is
the same thing tnat is destroying the
political power of the people in Ameri-
ca. Details may differ, but the cause
is the same, namely, the lack of eco-
nomic equality accompanying political
equality. When the people, through
lack of Intelligence and eternal vigi-
lance, permit and uphold laws that
favor the concentration of wealth
rather than the proper distribution of
wealth, the result must inevitably be
the loss of political power. This is the
lesson which Democracy will have to
learn.

J. H. DILLARD.

" “FREE AMERICA.”

Bolton Hall's “Free America” (Chi-
cago: L. 8. Dickey & Co., 79 Dearborn
St.) is characteristic of its author. Mr.
Hall dedicates the hook to “those who
are poor and wish to become rich, or
who are rivh and wish to become rich-
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er;” and he appeals not merely to the
thoughtful, for “the great majority of
people do not think.” nor to the stu-
dious, for "an average mAN Dever se-
riously studies,” ror to the sympathetic
and unselfish, for “people as a rule arc
selfich. and somewhat indifferent to
their fellow men.” Neither does he
makeapleaforjusticeorfor humanrights
denied, for “those abstractions have
too little welight.in the practical affairs
of life" He simply alms ‘‘to convince
the stupid millions that injustice is
never to their Interest.” Accordingly,
the little book is packed full of sug-
gestive facts interestingly told. Wheth-
er Mr. Hall succeeds in convincing the
stupid that injustice doesn’t pay, Le
certainly goes far to convince the in-
telligent. Should the presept political
campaign come to be anything more
than a struggle for office between the
“mns” and the “outs,” and the reallties
of democracy be brought under discus-
sion, “Free America" would be one of
the most useful books for writers anc
speakers, The illustrations, some by
Dan Beard, have a story of their own
to tell, in elucidation, however, of the
text; and they tell it with vigor and
simpllcity.

PERIODICALS.

The September Rooklovers makes up for
some rather uninteresting letter press by
a colleetion of exceedingly Interesting pic-
tures, The reproductions of Mrs, Wood-
bury's "Dutch Children® are fine pleces of
co.or work,

MeClure'a for September rerumes Miss
Tarbell's excellent history of the Standard

Oll Co., and Mr. William Ailen While re-
jolees in a dozen pages over Pres!dent

Rooseve!t's not very drastic cleansing of |

post office corruption,
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Does your religion cramp your mind so
that you are not open to suggestion or
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