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Now that the details of the vote
at the recent Presidential election
are reported with substantial full-
ness and accuracy, the political
significance of the result may be
reasonably inferred.

These details prove, what has
all along seemed evident to us
{(p. 497) from the simple fact of the
failure of Roosevelt’s tremendous
plurality to evoke any of the or-
dinary signs of enthusiasm, that
this plurality expressed no gpecial
popular liking for him or his party,
bat was a rebuke to the opposing
partr. Although  Roosevelt’s
plurality was in round numbers,
2,500,000 (over 1,500,000 more
than McKinley’s in 1900), the vote
cast for him was only 400,000
larger than that cast for McKin-
ley, and the total vote of the elec-
tion was actually less, by 455,000,
than the total vote when McKin-
ley was elected.

1t is not to the large Roosevelt
plurality that we must look for
the meaning of the election, but to
the small vote for Parker. His to-
tal vote in round numbers was
5,000,000—a full 1,250,000 less
than the vote for Bryan in 1900.
Yet Parker himself is in most if
not all personal respects the su-
perior of Roosevelt. His weak-
ness was not so much in his person-

ality as in his political associationsa
and management. He stood in
popular estimation, mnot alto-
gether justly perhaps. as the can-
didate of the plutocratic faction of
the Democratic party. It was this
attitude that Democratic voters
in vast numbers resented. The les-
son of the election, so far as it con-

cerns the two principal parties, is
manifestly this: When plutoc-
racy bargains for the organization
of the Democratic party, the vot-
ing strength of the party does not
go into the bargain. Not to re-
ward the Republican party, but te
discipline the Democratic party,—
that was the motive of the over-
whelming plurality for Roosevelt.

With reference to side parties,
the significance of the Presiden-
tial vote is equally plain. The
People’s party, whose managers
had predicted a vote for Watson
as large as that for Weaver in
1892, got only 125,000, which is
nearly 1,000,000 less than Weaver
got. In the State of New York
its vote is barely half the vote of
1892 for Weaver. As compared
with the vote for the “middle-of-
the-road” faction in the entire
country in 1900, the vote of the
united party this year is only 75,
000 more. -When we consider the
votes that Watson received from
Democrats who would not vote
for Parker and could not vote for
Roosevelt, it is evident that the
People’s party has made no dis-
closure of any popular strength of
its own. The same observations
apply to the Prohibition party,
which comes in with a vote of 248,
000. Although this is an increase
of 38,000 over the vote in 1900, and
of 116,000 in 1896, it is a loss of 16,
000 relatively to the vote of 1892,
The Socialist party polls 393,000
and the Socialist-Labor party 34,
000,atotal of 427,000. The expecta-
tions of the former had risen as
high as 1,000,000 for its own candi-
date alone; and since the election
its organs have published esti-
mates of 600,000 down to 500,000.
The aggregate increase is great
in percentage over the vote
of 1900, when the total vote of
both parties was only 125,000:
but all this gain, and more too,
was made by the Socialist party

alone, the Socialist-Labor party
having lost over 5,000. When the
increased vote of all these parties
is compared with the total vote, it
exhibits few elements of encour-
agement to side-party politics.
The entire vote of them all is less
than 800,000, which i8 a secant 6
per cent. of the total vote of the
country, and only two-thirds of
that part of the Demoecratic vote
which Bryan polled and Parker
lost. ’

It is not to be expected that
‘side-party enthusiasts will draw
from these election returns their
very obvious political lessons. For
of all partisans your side-party
partisan is the most intense. He
condemns old party partisanship
with unrestrained vigor; but his
own partisanship is often so ab-
sorbing as to make him, relatively
to the perpetuation of his little
party, almost indifferent to the
advance of its cause. While, there-
fore, partisans of side parties may
be blind to the-lessons of the re-
cent election, men who think they
see in the slightly increased vote
of thesepartiesa reason for adopt-
ing side-party tactics, may find it
worth their while to reflect. If,
for example, side parties which
stand, as all these parties do, for
programmes that appeal in some
degree and with more or less in-
tensityto a large proportion of the
American people, and which,
after years of propaganda and or-
ganization, with the leading can-
didates of three of them men of
great (two of very great) popular-
ity without as well as within
their respective parties, and with
one of the two great parties so de-
moralized that its voters aban-
doned it by hundreds upon hun-
dreds of thousands—if such side-
parties cannot poll more than
800,000 votes ont of an actual total
voteof13,500.000,and a voting pop-
ulation of 15.000.000. what can be
hoped of the political tacties of
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trying to manufacture side-par-
ties? When political conditions
are ripe for a side-party, it will
spring up and quickly ¢rowd one
of the two principal parties out of
the political arenma. But until
then, side-parties, though they
may be useful as political schools,
or entertaining as political toys,
will be useless or worse than use-
less as political factors.

>

There has been in the newspa-
pers a good deal of callow criti-
cism of Bryan’s proposition for
State ownership of railroads.
Youthful publicists have pointed
out with playful pen the absurdity
of changing cars at every State
Iine. This may be excellent Greek-
letter-society fooling, but unfor-
tunately it has fooled some who
are beyond the horse-play age. Mr.
Bryan's proposition neither con-
templates nor involves a change of
cars at State lines. Cars would

eross from State to State with.
out bumping up against the
boundaries, just as they do now.
The proposition has no such prac-
tical disadvantages as are
thonghtlessly urged against it,
and it has at least one tactical ans
one political advantage. Its po-
litical advantage is that it. would
tend to prevent a centralization
of control at Washington. Itstac-
tical advantage—and this is most
important at present—is that the
public ownership of railroads
could begin as soon as one State
favored it. There would be no ne-
vessity for converting the whole
nation. Bryan’s proposition of-
fers, also, at least one more advan-
tage. It would open the way for
the adoption of better methods of
public ownership, if better meth.
nds there are. Whether our aim be
State ownership and operation, or
national ownership and opera-
tion, or rail highways (both nation-
al and State) open to competitive
operation—which seems to us the
ideal method,—the line of least po-
litical resistance to the accom-
plishment of the object in the Btate
ownership plan which Mr, Bryan
proposes.

Washington dispatches report

that the treasury looters who have
been at work for years trying to
get ship subsidies are to be re-
warded at last. Congress and the
President contemplate giving
them from $1.50 to $5.00 a ton on
the capacity of every .American
ship doing foreign trade. They
have been obliged to compromise,
however; for they are to get this,
say the dispatches, not as a “sub-
sidy,” but only as.a “subvention.”
-'\.ll, ha!

On the question of local self-
government President Roosevelt
is in alignment with George
Wyndham, British chief secretary
for Ireland, rather than Redmond,
-the TIrish leader. Mr. Wyndham
says that the British parliament
has done for Ireland all that an
Irish parliament could have done.
This is what Mr. Roosevelt says of
Congress with refercnce to the
P’hilippines. Now consider Mr.
Redinond’s pointed reply:

Even if it were true, sreland would

still demand its own parliament and
would prefer to be badly governed by
its own people than to be well gov-
erned by aliens,
In that reply Mr. Redinond strikes
the keynote not only of just gov-
ernment but of good government,
No matter how good your super-
imposed government, a proud peo-
ple will rebel against it and the
character of a tractable people
will wither under it. 1t is as true
of a people as of an individual,
that they must make their own
character or they will have none.
Bad home government is hetter
than good alien government, bhe-
cause it alone gives the common
experience that makes for com-
mon wisdom.

President  Eliot criticises
trades unions for attempting to
restrict the output—to limit pro-
duction. He characterizes this as
one of the chief defects of trades
unionism. And so it is. But why
attack trades nnionism for adopt-
ing a prevailing economic philos-
ophr, and trying to protect work-
ingmen from the oppressive condi-
tions which, according to that phi-
lorophy, result from not restrict-
ing output? Did President Eliot

never hear of “overproduction”?
This is not alabor fad. On the con-
trary, for a hundred years the
working poor have been taught by
“their betters” that “overprodue-
tion” is the natural cause of pov-
erty—the more you produce from
nature the less nature gives you.
What so reasonable, then, as that
labor unions should try to limit
output so as to avoid “overpro-
duction” and escape its somewhat
illogical penalty.of poverty? Why
blame the unions? Why not blame
Ahe college professors.and preach-
ers, and editors, and Congressmen,
and manufacturers, and mer-
chants, who teach this doctrine of
“overproduction,” and practice
restrictions for their own protec-
tion? Why not blame the Repul:
lican party, whose policy is one of
restricting output—the output of
our importers and exporters?
Why not blame land monopolists.
who raise the value of land hy
keeping it out of market, thereby
restricting output and prevent-
ing “overproduction™? Whyisit
that labor unions must bear the
brunt of all criticism for doing for
the protection of labor only what
is ignored, if not approved, by men
of President Eliot's class when
done by “busriness” men for the
protection of monopolists? Has
President Eliot called trust mos-
wers to task for restricting output,
quite as bitterly ag he criticises
labor leaders for that offense ?

A San Francisco employers’
paper, bitterly hostile to labor
unions, carries this motto at its
head: “The right of man to live,
the right of man to work.” That
is an excellent motto. Let its prin-
ciple be applied impartially. and
not against labor unions alone,
and there will be no longer a labor
question in our country. It isbe-
cause our laws deny “the right of
man to work,” and therefore deny
‘“‘the right of man to live,” that
there is 80 much undeserved pov-
erty and so much unearned wealth |
in the land. ‘Out of its own mouth |
is  this anti-labor paper con-,
demned.

" “He would have the poor meet
the.rich, and for an afternoon at,
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least stand upon a commof level.”
$o ran the newspaper report of u
Christian pastor’s suggestion to
his mixed congregation of rich and
poor in one of our great cities last
week—no matter what city; the
incident might have occurred in
any American city, and the lesson
in one would have been as pointed
as in another. So a rich lady of
the congregation, generous: and
well meaning and at heart alto
gether human no doubt, invited
the rich and poor of the congregu-
tion to meet at her palatial home.
‘But only the rich came; the poor
remained away. The poor had no
notion of coming up to the level of
the rich just for am afternocon.
- Perhaps their motives were as in-
explicable to themselves as they
were baffling to their disappointed
hostess and ber friends. But one
has only to put himself in their
place to realize the bitterness of
the offense against them. One
might do better than try torealize
it; he might' try. to analyze it. If
he did that, with sound reason and
good feeling, he might conclude
that economie justice, and not so-
cial condescension, is what the
rich owe to the poor; and that the
social condescension which plays
atsocial equality for an afternoon,
is something very far away from
the brotherly love which the
Founder of that clergyman’s
church has inculcated. )

The reformed Mormon who in
tegtifying at Washington is expos-
ing the blood-curdling oaths of the
Mormon temple rites. must be a
student of Morgan’s exposure of
Free Masonry. Or,if he is not, the
Mormons must have- plagiarized
from that historic book. At any
rate there is to readers of Morgan
something familiar in all that this
witness tells of such Mormon pen-

alties for violated oaths as cutting .

the throat from ear to ear and
tearing off the tongue, as cutting
the breast asunder and tearing
out the heart and vitals, and as
severing the body at the middle
and eutting out the bowels. Did

_Morgan invent the Mormon oaths
or is the revealer of Mormon se-
crets faking from Morgan?

" Nearly a month has elapsed
since Thomas W. Lawson publicly
made specific aceusations against
John A. McCall with reference to
the management of the New York
Life Insurance company, and Hen-
ry M. Whitney with reference to n
case of wholesale bribery of the
Massachusetts legislature. These
accusations are so serious as tode-
mand a response from the persons
accused, and so circomstantial as
to admit of easy refutation if they
are false. But there is no ar-
tempt at refutation. Should this
silence continue, Lawgson’s revela-
tions must be taken as true.

It is not enongh to pass the

"word along that Lawson is a noto-

rious liar. That is aside from the
question until his word has been
balanced off by some one else's,
The question is not whether he is
a4 notorious liar, but whether
these accusations are admitted by
Mc(C'all and Whitney. XNeither is
it enough to say that Lawson was
a conspirator with Whitney, If
such erimes as Whitney is charged
with are to come to light at all,
they must come to light through
the revelations of co-conspirators.
Again, it is not enough to call
Lawson a “squealer.” Though
criminals may detest the *“pal”
who “squeals,” their victims are
not always so regardful of the
ethics of crime. Lawson may bea
“gquealer,” a “liar,” a “fakir,” and
all the rest; but whatofit? What
the public want to know from Mr.
McCall and Mr. Whitney direct, is
whether they admit or deny. If
they deny, the question of vera-
cious reputation will become of
more or less importance; if they
do not deny, then the accusations
must be taken as true by confes-
sion.

UNOOLLEOTED PUBLIC REVENUES.

The irrepressible question of
taxation is discussed in a good
part of the 19 volumes published
by the United States Industrial
Commission. In vol. xix, pp. 1031-
1069, Mr. Max West contributes
an elaborate paper on taxation,
and also seven recommendations
suggested by the commission for

alterations in national, State and
local taxation. Indirect taxation,
taxation of incomes, of notes,
mortgages, stocks and bonds, and
other vicious and unscientific
methods of raising revenue are
supported and recommended.

One would suppose from read-
ing these recommendations and
suggestions and discussions that
the raising of public revenue for &
municipality or State or nation
was one of the most mysterious
and complicated and difficult prob-
lems requiring solution by human
society, It is really one of the
simplest.

A mind not abnormally dis-
posed to make mystery and mud-
dle of everything must turn witle
intense depression from the mist
and mystification roused by these
learned discussions of the simple
problem of paying for public ex-
penses. Our taxation methods
are as unscientific as was the sys-
tem of cosmogony when men be-
gan by assuming the geocentrie
instead of the heliocentric theory
of the universe. That false begin-
ning led to interminable error and
confusion.

The theory of raiging public rev-
enne which we practice to-day con-
gists in squeezing as much wealtir
out of the taxpayer as you can.
Wherever you see wealth take
some of it is practically the rule of
statesmen. Our erroncous the-
ories of taxation begin by assum-
ing that a government has some
divine right to tax citizens; that
a government has a better right,
and a different right to take part
of a citizen’s wealth than his next-
door neighbor has. It has no
right whatever to collect a dollar
from any citizen in any manner ex-
cept for services rendered.

There is but one true theory of
taxation, and that isthat taxation
is an exchange of wealth for serv-
ices between a citizen and his gov-
ernment.

On this theory the extent of the
services indicates the extent of
the citizen’s liability, and at the
same time indicates the  source
from which the government
should derive its revenue. Cananyv
reasonable objection be urged
against the statement that gov-
ernment should be provided with
the necessary expenses incurred
in rendering necessary services
to ite' citizens? ' Or against the
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statement that a citizen should
pay only for the services that he
receives and not for the services
rendered to some other more fa-
vored citizen; and that he should
pay, merely enough for all practic-
-al purposes, in proportion to the
value of the serviceshe enjoys?

If government serves one citi-
zen by protecting him in the enjoy-
ment and possession of the best
corner lot in the heart of the city,
and another citizen in possession
«of a lot in one of the back streets,
should not each of these citizens
pay what the consensus of public
~opinion has appraised these priv-
ileges at; in one case, say, $200 per
-square foot, and in the other 50
cents? And if government pro-
tects one corporation in the use
and enjovment of 70,000 acres of
the best coal in the world, and an-
other corporation in the use and
enjoyment of only 7,000 acres of
the same kind, should not the for-
Ter corporation pay ten times
more for government services
than the latter? And, further,if
government protects Mr. Baer in
possession and control of 700,000,

000 tons of iron deposits, and of
" “practically all the coal there iy
in the world” of a certain valuable
kind, and in possession of rail-
ways and steamships and other
properties and opportunities; and
protects another citizen only in his
right to work for Mr. Baer in his
mine for less than a dollar a day,
should not each pay in proportion
to the government’s services?
The services rendered Mr. Baer
are millions of times more valu-
able than those rendered the av-
erage working miner. Should he
not pay millions of times more for
them? And should not his pay-
mentintaxesbederived fromevery
acre of the mines he is privileged
to control? If he ohjects to pay-
ing on the value of 70,000 acres he
might pay on 10,000 acres and let
other citizens have and pay for the
rest. Mr. Baer might object to
pay a fair equivalent for the serv-
ices rendered, but the other part-
ner in Mr. Baer’s firm, “God in
his imperial wisdom,” could never
objeet to anything so eternally
and unquestionably just.

In the light of this simple and
scientific theory that taxation is
payment by the citizen for serv-
ices rendered by government the
mists and mystifications and con-
fusions and difficulties in which

the whole subject is involved dis-
appear. There is never any diffi-
culty in deciding what the gov-
ernment’s services are and
there is seldom any real difficulty
in ascertaining the extent and
value of them. This is commonly
done by the “higgling of the mar-
ket,” whether the matter for de-.
cigion be the annual value of a city
lot; or of a farm in the country;
or the right to use the streets of
a city for a tramway; or the con-
trol of a million aeres of coal land.
In cases of real difficulty, which
are very few, public auction will
satisfactorily settle the value of
anyfranchise or propertyor oppor-
tunity as it now settles the vear-
Iy payment for the right to work
a ferry. As a last resort, if the
cage presents unusual complica-
tions and dificulties, the citizen
may be allowed to fix his own
amount of taxation. This is done
now in thousands of cases. Many
a rich citizen pays just what hc
decides to pay, and the assessor
accepts his dictation, even when
he knows that the payment is not
one-tenthof whatit should be. But
the present extensively prevailing
usage by which many rich men
actually fix the amount of taxes
they choose to pay, can be very
greatly improved upon by a sim-
ple legal provision which would
empower the government or the
local authorities to acquire such
property or franchises at the
value fixed for purposes of taxa-
tion by the owners themselves.
This would be only fair toall other
taxpayers and could not be unjust
to the owners.

A true history of taxation for
centuries past would represent
human governments as incessant-
1y hunting for something to tax;
and they have taxed, or tried to
tax, evervthing under heaven, and
even the light of heaven.

Yet the most voracious govern-
ment has always been defeated by
the caution and sclf-interest of its
citizens, and has never obtained
as much wealth as a better system
of taxation would bhave raised
with less inconvenience to the tax-
payers; for the method by which
public revenue is secured is even
more important than the total
amount,

Under onr present methods it is
well known and acknowledged
that many hundreds of millions of

property annually escape taxation
altogether. But the amount of
taxable value which annually es-
capes assesment through the dis-
honesty, or false returns, of the
owners is but a fraction of the
value which escapes taxation en-
tirely through our absurd meth-
ods of raising public revenue. We
adhere to the practice of taxing
wealth instead of taxing valuable
privileges.

The values of privileges indicate
the values of the services which
government renders to their ben-
eficiaries respectively, yetin our
stubborn infatuation for taxing
wealth these immense values are
scarcely touched. The true nat-
ural revenues of the nation are al-
most entirely uncollected. In the
aggregate the monopolies and
franchises which measure the
value of the government’s serv-
ices, are equal to about one-third
of the national income. They in-
clude the ground rents of cities
and towns;the values of the rights
of way for telegraphs, telephones,
street cars, steam railroads, ter-
minal facilities, the annual value
of oil lands, of iron and coal lands
and other monopolies.

We make a fundamental mis-
take in taxing the output of mines,
or the annual incomes from any in-
dustries or enterprises. What
constitutes the natural revenne,
and should be the basis. of taxa-
tion, is the annual value of the
privilege of holding and con
trolling these  opportunities.
Whether citizenshold valuable city
lots, or millions of acres of coal
and iron lands, and keep them idle,
excluding all the rest of mankind
from their use, such citizens
should pay into the public treas-
ury the annual value of their mo-
nopolies whether they use them
or not. There is neither justice
nor common gense in allowing
rich corporations to control mil
lions of acres of coal lands which
they can never use and do not in-
tend to use. A community of ants
or crows would not be guilty of
this supreme folly. Every salable
acre of land in the country.
and every salable foot oOf
land in the city, owned and beld
out of use, should bring reveno®
to the public treasury. The
fact that they are held out of us¢
should notbe taken into account
in nssessing these privileges for
taxing purposes. A citizenis less

_
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gerviceable to the community in
keeping land or mines idle than in
using them, and should not be re-
warded for being useless by re-
ducing his taxes.

There are thousands of acres of
rich ‘coal lands held out of use in
Pennsylvania, which are valued
at $25,000 or $30,000 per acre; but
because their owners keep them
in useless idleness they are Aas-
sessed at less than a thousandth
part of their value,—some of them
as low as $3 per acre. Not what
these acres produce now, but what
they are worth for use as ap-
praised in the open market is the
value for which they should be
taxed. Every other taxpayer is
defrauded by this under assess-
ment; and the amount of wealth
production, and the demand for
capital and the demand for labor
are thereby greatly reduced.

The value for use of all the prop-
erties and privileges of the United
States Steel company, according
to their own estimate, is $1,300,-
000,000. An assessment of 3 per
.cent. on this valuation would turn
£39,000,000 into the public treas.
ury annually. The Northern Be-
curities Company was capitalized
at $400,000,000; the Amalgamated
Copper Company at $155,000,000;
Bay State Gas Company at §100,-
000,000; Standard Oil Company at

70,000,000. These capitaliza.
tions were the estimates of the
geveral companies of the value of
their properties and privileges.
The total capitalization of 287
trugts amounts to $5.803,281,6(00.
This total, after deducting their
actual wealth, which ought not to

~ be taxed, would form the basis for
estimating the natural revenues
which belong to the community,
and should be paid in annual tax-
ation.

If all these uncollected revenues
were paid in annually not a dollar
of our present taxes would be
required, and millions of dollars
would be available for a hundred
useful purposes in the community.
It would require only a part of
there revenues to meet all present
public expeditures.

These uncollected natural rev.
enues of the nation are not wealth
which has been made by the own-
ers of the land and miners and
monopolies; they are simply the
annual values of the privileges in
possession of which the govern.
ment protects the owners. These

valuable services rendered by the
government are now paid for out
of the geperal taxation of the
country, by those who have no
share in the benefits. The present
methods of raising public revenue,
which leave these benefits in the
hands of those who have not
created them, necesgitating resort
to taxation of capital and labor
and wealth, are the source of pub-
lic corruption, and ever must be
the cause of nearly all the poverty
and misery and crime which affliet
and disgrace the nation. No mind
can conceive the injury inflicted
on the material and moral inter-
ests of mankind by our plundering
methods of raising revenue; nor
the moral elevation and material
advancement and universal pros-
perity and happiness which would
result from a system which placed
the incidence of taxation on the
privilegea instead of the proper-
ties and industries of citizens, -
SAMUEL BRAZIER
EDITORIAL OORRESPONDERCE.
WASHINGTON.

‘Washington, D. C.,, Dec. 10.—Demor-
alized is probably not too strong a
term to describe the condition of the
Democratic party, so far as its repre-
sentatives In Congress are concerned.
Not merely is there a listlessness and
lack of earnestness in the performance
of thelr Congressional duties, but some-
thing like two score have mnot even
come to Washington, although the
House has been in sessiom all the

.week; while not a third of those who

are In the city are regular in attend-
ance. Under the circumstances it is
not surprising that the legislative, ju-
dicial and executlve appropriation bill,
carrying appropriations of nearly
thirty millions, was rushed through
in two days, nor that most of the eriti-
clsms of the bill came from Repub-
licans. '
There i8 good ground for the eriti-
cism of Champ Clark and others, that

it is unfalr to members to have such,

a bill called up for action before mem-
bers have an opportunity to familiarize
themselves with its provisions and
study the different items for which ap
propriations are made. Certainly the
rules should be amended to provide
that all appropriation bills should be
printed and be on members’ desks
three days before being called up.

It is needless to say that this should
apply to all bills. It should be a fur-
ther rule that if a bill is not called up
within a week of the time it is report-
ed to the House, then a further threc-
day notice must be given before it can
be considered. As it is now, those
who desire to oppose a bill may be on
the lookout for weeks, expecting it to

be called up by the member interested,.
and after they are tired out with an
apparently needless * watching, some-
day, during their temporary absence,
the bill may be taken from the calen-
dar and passed. -

Even with the most diligent atten-
tion bills would sneak through, and
my experience leads me to believe that
legislation of a general character, call-
ing for bridges over navigable streams,.
for grants to individuals, or to rail-
roade or other corporations, should not.
be acted upon by the House until they
have been approved by an affirmative-
vote of the locality—town or county—
affected and where the property. is lo-
cated. As it is, bill after bill is log-
rolled through, containing grants of
valuable privileges, as to which no one-
in the House has probably any knowl-
edge except the member introducing
it there, and not always even he.

Two resolutions were introduced by
me on the first day of the session, in
re the Steel Rail association—the-
steel rail pool—reciting the existence-
of that combination to limit production.
and boost prices.. One directed the-
Secretary of the Treasury to suspend
the collection of the tax of $7.84 a ton

| on steel rails until the United States.

Steel corporation and the other com--
panies which constitute the pool, pro-
duce conclusive evidence that they pay
more to their employes for the labor
in producing a ton of steel rails tham:
is paid by English steel rail manu-
facturers; the other called for a re-
port from the attorney general as to-
what steps he had taken to criminal-
ly prosecute those who have formed’
this combination in restraint of trade.
The first -was referred to the ways and:
means, the second to the judiciary, com-
mittee. )

The latter has already performed its
duty to the Steel Trust by vating to:
report the resolution to the House
wlh the reécommendation that it lie
upon the table. The ostensible ground
for this action being that the facts re-
cited in my resolution are mere rumor..
As I said In a brief speech later in the
day, the steel rail pool is the most
substantial rumor in the country! It
ie 80 strenuous, so strong, so powerful,
that it can (and does) take the Amer-
ican people by the throat and exact &
tribute of some thirty millions a year.
As I also pointed out om the floor,.
while the existence of this combination
18 known of all men, while it meets:
regularly, and regularly gives out =a
statement of the results of its “delib-
erations” to the press, yet the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor (called
into being for the express purpose of’
supplying the public demand for in-
formation as to the trusts) has ap-
parently never heard of it, nor will a
single Republican member of Congress:
publicly admit that he knows of any
such combination.
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What disposition will be made of the
resolution to suspend the $7.84 a ton
tax which the ways and means com-
mittee is carefully guarding is not
difficult to prognosticate, It will meet
with equally short shrift. It will also
be made to lie on the table, ir it is
not consigned te the waste-basket; for
that committee will never face the
proposition contained in the resolution,
that hs the theory of protection is to
equalize the labor cost to American
manufacturers, as compared with those
of Europe, the burden of proof that
manufaciurers here pay more -for the
labor in a given article Is on them;
especially when Charles M. Schwab de-
clared that steel rails cannot be made
in English mille for less than $19 a
ton, while they are being made in
Pittsburg for $12 a ton.

Most of the Southern members will
now confess privately that they
bought a gold brick when thex fell in
with the Parker “sentiment,” a sentl’
ment most diligently cultivated among
them by the agents of the little band
of monopolists who foisted him upon
the party. Their present condition of
mind is like that of a national com-
mitteeman of one of the large Southern
States whom I conversed with at St,
Louis while the vote was being called
on the motlon to approve the Parker
telegram. Though an entire stranger,
his action' in opposition to certain
schemes of franchise exploitation in
his own city had won favorable atten-
tion, s0 I made myself known to him.
He then sald: “Mr. Baker, I feel as
though I had been buncoed!  This is
the first time I have bad any dealings
with that New York crowd (Sheehan,
Belmont, McCarren, et al.) and it will
be the last.” And so’' S8outhern mem-
hers of Congress will privately admit
that they and the party have been
“buncoed.” As Is quite natural under
the circumstances these men almost
without exception regard Bryan as
again the leader of the party.

That my efforts at the last session to
altract favorable attention to the ques-
tion of municipal ownership did not en-
tirely fall upon stony ground is shown
in the following incident: A leading
Republican, Cooper, of Wisconsin, whom
I had never spoken to, came over to
me yesterday and said: “I thought
ot you yesterday while reading the re-
port of the American consul at Hull,
England, on municipal ownership
there; he is most enthusiastic and de-
clares it has been an entire success.”

I would suggest that readers of The
Public write their Congressman for
copies of that report. (It is Consular
Report No. 2127, issued by the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor Decem-
ber 9. Walter C. Hamm, consul.)
They will not only thus obtain valuable
information on municipal operation of
public utilities in England, but such

letters will be evidence to members of
Congress of the rapid growth of the
demand in this country for govern:
mental ownership of the railroads, tele-
graphs and telephones, as well as for
municipal ownership of public utilities
in our cities,

The fight which Congressman
Charles B. Landis and myself made at
the last session on the public carriage
scandal here has borne fruit. Here-
after, under a provision of the appro-
priation bill just passed, public car-
riages (with certain limited excep-
tions) must have the name of the de-
partment to which they belong conspie-
uously painted thereon. This will pre-
vent third, fourth, tenth and seven-
tieth deputies, assistant and deputy
assistant chief clerks from using pub-
lie carriages (and public servants to
drive them) to maintain their soclal
“prestige.”

In discussing the District of Colum-
bia tax bill during the last sesslon I
called attention to the fearful rate of
mortality among the children of the
slums in 'Washington, showing that
nearly 50 per cent. die before they are
one year old—charging it up to land
speculation and vicious taxation here.
While comparing that part of the
President’'s message which treats of the
subject, and urges that the money to
improve these conditions could be had
by stopping the building of streets, etc.,
“for purposes largely speculative, in
outlying parts,” with my speech of
April 18 last, Gen. Grosvenor came
over and asked: *“What are you up to
now? Some deviltry, 1'll bet!” On
being told, he said: “That's the worst
attack on the message yet made.”

The older Republican members do
not regard the overwhelming majority
they will have in the Fifty-ninth Con-
gress with unalloyed pleasure. At a
caucus of the Pennsylvania delegation
this week to urge united support for a
large Delaware river appropriation it
was suggested that action be deferred
until the next Congress. *“Oh, no,” sald
Mr. Adams, of Philadelphla, “Penn-
sylvania's delegation of 29 Republicans
amounts to something in this House,
but we won't cut any figure in a Con-
gress with 140 majority.”

But that will be the least of the
troubles of the Pennsylvania delega-
tion in the next Congress, I imagine.
With the tariff revision sentiment
growing rapidly it will be a life and
death struggle with them to maintain
against Western Republicans, the steel
and other schedules through which
Pennsylvania monopolists lay the rest
of the country under tribute.
ROBERT BAKER.

Even in wearing a shoe it is neces-
sary to put your whole sole in it.—
Philadelphia Record.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, Dec. 15.

Complete returns of the Presi-
dential election (p. 567) have been
collected by the New York Times,
which published the result on the
12th. All are official except those
of four counties in Michigan and
ome in Tennesse, which are esti-
mated.

The agregate vote of 1904, by
parties and in comparison with
the vote of 1900, is as follows:

1509, 1904,

Repub!lcan ................. T.200,923 7,020,361

emocratle ... cees 658133 5,044,001
Prohibition ... 208,914 48411
Soclallst ......... 87,514 Ju2 857
Boclailst Labor . 39,739 33,019
People'y .. 50,373 124,381
Continental .....oovevvirins enen.... t30
Scattering 7,757 [

Total ......... .13.960,653 13,514,150
Decrease .................., ......... 446,00
Rep, pluraiity. 849.790 2,526,470
Rep. gain, ... P I | X~
Dem. loss........ Nerieaeees wrreanan

The vote for Roosevelt (Rep.
and Parker (Dem.), in 1894 and in
comparigon with that for McKin-
ley (Rep) and Bryan (Dem.) in
1900, is as follows:

1900, 1904,
KcK. Bry, Roose, Parl
Alabama. 55512 g7a3 22,432 73."‘%‘
Ar.kansus 44,800 51,142 46, 860 64 434
Cal. 164,756 124,985 205,006 Y, 40l
- 9072 122,733 134,687 1001
102,567 73,997 112,0x9 72,904
22,529 15,558 23,714 15,360
T34 BS007 B34 L7046
. 35,035 51.7T00 24,003 Man -
26,997 25,414 47,783 18,480
59'{.985 603061 632645 327,506
3302‘»3 309,584 365,759 2745
3005 29179 70T 149,141
Kansas .. 185955 162601 210593 54,500
Kentucky 227,128 235108 205977 217,170
Loulsi'na, 14.233 563,671 5,205 47,708
Maine .... 65435 822 64,437 27,630
Maryl'nd, 136,212 122271 109,497 109446
Mass, 23866 136,997 257 w02 165,746
Mich. 316,269 211,685 382,846 137,015
Minn, 180,461 112801 214,978 68,631
Miss, 5,75 61,506 3,147 63,28
Missourl.. 314.082 351,922 321,447 29507
ont, ..., 25373 37,146 34,8 2,773
Nebr'ska. 121,835 114,03 135,553 2.
N’e\'ad‘a oo 3849 6,347 8,951 3,811
N. Hamp. 5,503 ° 3548 5307 3313
N. Jersey 221707 164,508 245164  164.566
ork.. 821, 5 8R9.460  AR3,NT2
aro. 7 82442 14121
20 52,658 14,206
..... 600,005 344,674
60,455 o
840,949
41.005
2,271
T2083
105,478

62,444
V'rmont 3
Virginia., 46,450
Wash, ... 100,098
W. Vir.... 9 132,608
Wis, ... D653 SRR 80, 104
Wyom'g, —14.452 20,480
Total 700023 T A2 A1
P ... . 25264700 ...

ML

The votes for minor parties in
1904, by States and ir comparison
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with those of the same parties in
1900, are as follows:

Boce.
Soc.. Lab.- Pro. Peo.

2,762 4.178
2 hel
584 o2
g 2,818
5,024
]
3.790 387
3,438 424
1,617 ......
1,508 495
47 51
1,039 1,070
5 1600
1,396 4,584
684 22,625
857 23
1,013 353
17628 1,141
LT 6,125
13‘718. 1,438
low:w 23,49% 244
1900 00 eeeinnnns 2,718 2
xu_m ........... 14,547 2,'3’7
1 s 1,605 P
1 v 15,496 6,156
1.861
........... 2,011

338
, 50 aeees
mclql,dg]an """ 124
1304 .. 155
Minnesot| .
1900 ..
1008 oo.iieeeee e G 200
Jlls]s;&a':lppi: " 2om
............ 1.64
1904 o.veneae 392 L 1424
:Illsmgri
9 4,244
904 4,226
2989 ..-..n
< 11,520
1,104
2,318
LU T
S
1904 ot
New York: 8,708
1900 ,..iveen... 12,860 12b oo HS L s
RLL P . 7028
North Carolina: "
TON) o ynneranin srosns  avmaas 1.6 bl
00 oeenes 124 .. sl ¢ 819
North Dakota:
) L L BIR ... ™ 1mn
19H caeeianes 1945 ... 1,105 13
“Okia: .
T e 4847 1R800 251
L1 36,90 2633 10528 1.0
Oregon
x03
3
638

Tennessee:
1500 .5

stitute a Circuit Court of Inter
State Commerce of Appeals,to sit
at Washington in review of cases,
from the various judicial districts.
From the decision in any cireuit
an appeal may be taken direct to
the Supreme Court of the United

vere 410 Lo 3,900 1,368
1904 voeeeennee LITL 1,58 2,480
Texas:
160 2,644 20976
1 421 4,244 5082
Ttah:
1900 106 b1 - B
1904 meeas meanes
Vermont
1 368 367
1 iz L
Virimla
ceee 2050 ...
1 218 1,382 359
Washin
} . 866 2,863
West Virginla:
1900 verees 1692 214
Wigconsin:
1900 .. 7,065 10,124 ......
1904 203 9,70 530
Wyomi
PO oovrmrnmens mmrze mreirn
1904 .innennres LOVT ceeens
Total
1900 Loeeeimnren £7.814 29.739 208,014 50.373
1904 ..o eeessn- 382,857 33.519 218,411 124,381

In addition to the minor parties
named above, all of which had
Presidential tickets in the field
in 1900 as well as in 1904, there
were the Continental party, or-
ganized since 1900, which polled
Q30 votes, all in Illinois (p 567,
and the American party, also or-
ganized since 1900, which polled
7,959 votes, all in Utah.

It is reported, on the authority
of the Washington correspondent
of the New York Hergld, writing
in that paper of the 13th, that one
of the most important policies of
the new administration, the pol-
jcy as to railroad regulation, has
heen agreed upon hetween the
President and his party leaders in
Congress, including Senators
Spooner and Elkins. According to
this report the subject is to be dis-
posed of by the creation of an en-
tirely new judicial establishment.
The proposed bill has been drafted
by Attorney General Moody. It
provides for the creation, for each
judicial district of the United
States, of a Civcuit Conrt of Inter-
State Commerce, to be a court of
record, with one judge to be ap-
pointed by the President and con-
firmed by the Senate, whose sal-
avy shall be $7.500 and his tenure
of office for life. These courts are
to have original and exclugive
jurisdiction of all cases, whether
civil or eriminal, arising in their
respective judicial districts, under
the act of Congress of 1887 for the
regulation of inter-State com-
meree, or its amendments. For
apoellate purposes, nine of the

judges of these courts are to con-

States, when the jurisdiction of
the inter-State court is denied,
when the construction or applica-
tion of the Constitution of the
United States is involved, when
the constitutionality of any law.
of the United States or the valid-
ity or construction of any treaty
is involved, or when the constitu-
tion or law of a State is claimed
to be in contravention of the Fed-
eral Constitution. Provisionsare
made for appeals in other cases
and under certain limitations,
from the circwit to the appellate
branches of the inter-State court,
and thence to the Supreme Courr.
Late reports from Washington
are to the effect that Secretary
Morton, formerly of the Santa Fe
Railroad but now in the Presi-
dent’s cabinet, i8 arranging, with
the President’s approval, fer gov-
ernment regulation of - rates
through the Inter-State com-
merce commisgion, for the legal-
ization of pooling. and for the
abolition of private freight cars
and private gide-tracks and ter
minals. This i in addition to the
new court establishment and as
partofa compromise arrangement
with railroad interests.

Congress has begun impeach-
ment proceedings against Charles
Swavne, United States distriet
judge for the northern district of
Florida. The impeachment reso:
lution proposed by the judiciary
committee (vol. vi. P 870). was
adopted by the House of Repre:
gentatives on the 13th. Tt charges
high crimes and .misdemeanors,
specifying overcharges for ex-
penscs, misuse of railroad proyp-
erty in the hands of a receiver of
the court, oppression in contempt
proceedings, corruption in bank-
ruptey cases, ignorance and in-
competency. The managers for
the House. on the trial of the pro-
ceedings are to he Congressmen
Palmer, Gillett, Clavton, Jenkins
of Wisconsin, and Smith of Ken-
tucky. On the 14th notice of the
impeachment was formally given
by the House to the Senate.

| . A measure of general applica-
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tion with reference to the repre-
sentation in Congress of States
that restrict the suffrage, was in-
troducedin the House on the 8th by
Congressman Morrell, of Pennsyl-
vania. This bill proposes to re-
duce the representation in Con
gress of any State whatever
which, after March 4, 1907, denies
the right of suffrage to any of its
male inhabitants, or in any way
abridges such right,; “except for
participation in rebellion or other
crime, the reduction to be pro-
portionate to the denial of the
-right of suffrage. The bill makes
it the duty of the Secretary of
Commerce and Labor to ascertain,
through the census bureau, by
means of a biennial census, the
number of such citizens in each
State to whom the right to vote is
80 denied. The radical difference
between this bill and the Platt bill
in the Senate is that the Platt bill
reduces the representation only of
the Southern States and by name.

As these bills were doubtless
provoked by persistent local legis-
lation in the South against Negro
suffrage, a speech by Gov. Varda-
man, of Mississippi, made at
the opening of the cotton and corn
carnival at Jackson on the 12th,
and with reference to the attitude
of the South on the question of
reducing representation in pro-
portion to disfranchisement, is
pertinent. Gov. Vardaman is re-
ported in his speech to have re-.
buked Southern apologists for dis-
franchisement and to have said:

Instead of going to the Congress of
the United States and saying that there
is no distinction made in Mississippi
because of color or previous condition
of servitude, tell the truth and say this:
“We tried for many years to live in Mis-
slssippl and share sovereignty and do-
minion with the Negro, and we saw our
institutions crumbling; we saw the pub-
lic funds squandered, we saw the elvili-
zation that our forefathers had fought
for passing away, and the law of self-
preservation being the first law we ob-
served jt. We rose in the majesty and
highest type of Anglo-Saxon manhood
and took the reins of government out
of the hands of the carpethagger and
Negro. and so help us God from now on
we will never share any sovereignty or
dominion with him again.”

Parliamentary proceedings in
Mungary were stopped on the 13th
by a violent demonstration ar
the opening of the Hungarian par-

liament at Buda-Pesth. The
cause of this demonstration is not
very clear from the reports, but
its immediate occasion appears
to have been the placing in the
chamber, by the Ministerial lead-
ers, of armed guards. The leaders
of the Opposition, Count Ajp-
ponyi, with a former premier,
Banffy, Francis Kossuth, and
Count Zichy, backed by the other
deputies of their party, marched
in a body to the parliament build-
ing. At the door the police com-
missioner ordered them to enter
singly, but they thrust him aside
and, marching into the chamber,
drove out the guards. They then
smashed the furniture, built a
gallows of some of the wreckage,
and hanged in effigy the premier,
Tisza. In the midst of the uproar
the premier appeared in the cham-
ber. but soon retired to a minis-
terial council which subsequently
sent an ofticial annoucement to the
chamber that the opening session
of the chamber of deputiés had
been abandoned for that day.
—_—

NEWSB ROTES,

—The Anglo-Frenth colonial treaty
(p. 490) was ratified by the French sen-
ate on the 7th by a vote of 252 to 37.

—Ear] Grey was installed on the 10th
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, as governor-
general (p. 358) of Canada, he having
arrived at that port during the night of
the 9th. .

—The Supreme Court of the United
States decided on the 12th that the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company had
the right to remove from its right of
way the poles and wires (vol. vi., p. 121)
of the Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany.

—BYy a referendum vote in Switzer-
land last November the people adopted
the principle of popular election of
Judges. Hitherto judges have been ap-
pointed by the Federal Council, the ex-
ecutive committee of the Federal As-
sembly.

—A biography of the late Henry D.-

Lloyd, by his sister, Mrs. Caro Lloyd
Withington, is in preparation, mate-
rials for which are solicited by Mrs.
Withington, to be cent to her in care
of Henry W. Goodrich, 49 Wall stret,
New York.

—In the case of George B. Perry, for-
merly mayor of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
charged with accepting a bribe in con-
nection with a water-supply franchise,
the jury disagreed on the 11th, stand-
ing, as reported, 2 for conviction and 10
for acquittal.

—After meeting on the 12th, the com-
mittee of the Chicago council in the mat-

ter of tle bribery charges made by Al-
derman Butler (p. 568) reported to the
council that the charges were “untroe
and without substance,” and recom-
mended Butler's expulsion.

—After a secret trial in St. Peters-
burg, Sasoneff, charged with throwing
the bomb that killed Plehve, the late
secretary of the interior of Russia ip.
264), and his accomplice, Sikorifsky,
were convicted and sentenced on the
13th, the former to imprisonment for
life at hard labor, and the latter to
twenty years' imprisonment.

—The monthly statement of the
United States treasury department (see
p. 505) for November shows on hand
November 30, 1904:

Gold reserve fund.
Availabie cash .

TotaAl i, $283,344,650 @
On hand at close of last fiscal
year, June 3, 194

oo 50,000,000 ()
144,344 650 2

—The monthly treasury report of re-
ceipts and expenditures of the Federal
government (see p. 505) for the month
ending November 30, 1904, shows the
following:

Recelpts:

Pensions .. .
Interest ..o.ooieuen. 3
$256,531,747.2
Deficlt ........... creneenenn § 25,020,790.0

—Luther Burbank, of Santa Ros,
Is reported on the 14th from San Fran-
cisco as having, by artificial selection,
produced a flower which retains its
beauty and fragrance for months after
it is picked. Mr. Burbanks is said to
have evolved this flower by careful
crossing, recrossing and selection from
a half-hardy annual discovered in
west tentral Australia. He has named
it the *“Australian star” flower. It
blooms early and long; and the blos-
soms are described as very fragrant.
of a beautiful erimson color, and as
growing in large clusters.

—By 2 to 1 the Supreme Court of
Colorado decided, on the 14th, in the
election cases before it (p. 551), to
throw out the entire vote of Precinct
7. of Ward 8, in Denver. This decision
is made upon the legal theory that the
court has acquired equitable jurisdic-
tion of the whole subject matter.
“Frauds cannot be fully prevented.”
says the chief- justice, “unless the
court assuming jurisdiction to prevent
them has the power to undo them in
all cases where they are commirtted i
violation of its orders. A court of
equity has the inheremt power to ef-
fectuate its orders.”

—As reported in the disptaches. J. C.
Keller, of Cleveland, president of th=
National Assoclation of Letter Car-
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tlers, and Frank Cunningham, ef
Omaha, president of the Association of
Free Delivery Carriers, had lobbled
with Congress for increased salaries in
thelr respective lines of public employ-
ment and had defeated for reelection
Congressmen Who had voted against the
increase, for which reason they were
removed from the postal service by the
postmaster general, ' It is further re-
ported that the Postmaster General has
jnformed Mr. Cunningham that If any
members of his association gupport him
as their representative before Congress
those members will be dismissed frowm
the service.

(¥ QONGRESS.

—

This is o B of
l.uoaoi. offical report of Congressiopal proceed-
ingw.  inolodes all mattersof neral lnterest, and
closes WiLh Lhe Iast lssue of the gmnl

D, references
B0 o smat pasifoasion.
—
Washington, Dec. 5, 1904.

Senate.

The third session of the G8th congress was
epened In the Benate on the 5th of December
by the- Presldent pro. tempore, Sepator
Frye, of Malne. After prayer by the chap-
lain, Edwird Everett Haie, ané announce-
ments of the deaths of Benators Quay and
Hoar (p. 1), the Benate adjourned Yor the
day. The annual message of President
Roosevelt was read on tbe 6th (p. 15). On
the 7th consideration of the House blll re-
garding the Philippine islands was begun
(p. §7). Adjournment was taken on the
sth to the 12th.

House.
The third sesaion of the 58th Congress be-
gan in the House of Representatives De-
cember bth, with Speaker Cannon in the
chalr, the opening prayer being made by
the chaplain, Henry N. Couden, D. D. (p. 2y.
The first business of general interest was
the reading of the President's message on
the 6th (p 11). The recommendations of
. the Presidentlal mepsage were apportioned

to appropriate committees on the Tth (p.
. and on the 8th the legislative, executlve
and judiclal appropriation bill was taken up
(p. 70). After further considering and pass-
fng this bill on the 9th (p. 117), the House
adjourned untll the 12th,

Record Notea,—Text of Presldent
Roosevelt's annual message (p. 16): text of
Senator Platt's bill restricting Southern
representation in Congress (p. 49).

——
PRESS OPINIONS.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
Nashville Dally News (Dem.), Dec. T~
t*The time has come,"’ the walrus sald, “to
talk of many thinge—of shoes and ships
and sealing wax, of cabbages and kings."
The above conversational melange is re-
called by President Roosévelt's message,
In which he glves us his views on aimost
every tople of present interest and discus-
sion. Like a college boy in his graduating
speech, Mr. Roosevelt seeks to crowd all
hin opinions In this document, und he does
not henitate to express himself on the eth
jes of family life and the morale of society
as weil ason mattera of natlonal polity.
United BStates Dally (Ind.), Dec, 7.=No
.more ‘brandishing of the big stick over the
heads of bad trusts; no more advocacy of
publicity as the spectfie, Infallibie remedy
for the trust evil. Mr. Roosevelt, inventor
and advocate of the publielty cure, turns
about and prescribes secrocy as the only

proper treatment. The polley of his bureau
of corporatlons, which was instituted to
lay bare the secrets of conspiratorsagainst
the public weal, he now declares to be ''re-
fusal to Issue Incompiete reports.’”” And he
does not say when, If ever, the bureau of
campalgn contributions expects to com-
plete any reports or make a trial application
of his loudly advertised remedy. The most
that he promises is that some day the bu-
reau of secrel Investigation will make &
speclal report on “the beef industry,” not
on the “beetf trust’’ that wus to be smashed
by injunction a year a8go. Mr, RoogevelU's
message is like all of his writings, whether
official or literary, admirable. But'we have
to ask whether he wlil live up to it. 13 his
famous backbone on his tongue only7

A NEW JERSEY MOVEMENT.
Elizabeth Evening Times (Dem.), Dec, 12,
—A movement 18 reported afoot to organize
the single taxers in New Jersey.
the Democracy has been 80 overwhelming-
Iy overthrown, the economic faddists will
be in thelr element. stiil, Henry George
was no fool, and the fact that those who
fear single taxation most are the moneyed
kings and the big monopolles, constitutesa
very good argument In tavor of a show of
renewed Interest in the {dea. There wlill be
no harm done, In &D¥F event, in threshing
it out,

BUSINESS CONFIDENCE,

Cole County (Mo) Dally Democrat
(Dem.), Dec. 12.—What is it that makes
Carnegle's paper 8o valuable? The sieel
roller mills, the blast furnaces, the Beth-
lehem steel works? No, no; not that. Just
a few words written on the records at
Washington.  Blot out those words and

of almost as much money as Andrew Car-
negie has given to \ibraries and charities
in his whole lifetime, Mrs. Chadwlick’'s pa-
per and Andrew Carnegle’'s paper are both
much of the same kind and character. Mrs.
Chadwick relled upon the lgnorance of the
bankers, and Mr. Carnegle relles vpon the
ignorance of the American peopie.

- ———
COLORADO.

. For The Publie,

On the soil of ¢olorado, . e
Where the lawless make the laws,

And the greedy stand behind them
In their cursed, unrighteous cause,

18 there hope of peace impending?
Business halts, and men awalt;

Must we like the forelgn nations
Drink the bloody cup of hate?

Yes, you glaves of money barre:s,
Wwarring with your son® of toil,

Thrusting men In cattle corrals,
When they strive to free the soll,

Yes, you glaves of impish morals,
‘Who for all your mocking prayers

8hall receive the Wworse damnation,
Which a righteous God prepares,

For though joy and peace are furnished,
victorles which all may win,

Rage crled out at honor tarnished,
And o judgment answWers sin.

8in dlsgraces all the nations
Righteousness 15 much abused,

T It sometimes loses patience,
And the dogs of wur ure loused,

galth the Lord who made the creatures,
And the land on which they live,
Made the equities of holding,
Mude to give, and to forgive:

People, take your soll, and plow it,
E.se, by all in human ken

in a single year you deprive the steel trust '

‘Shall the landlord whet My plowshires,

Furrowing the backs of men;

In thefr backs' be welts and furrows,

With the grime, and with the blood;

Let them. seed the ground with curses
Who have turned from.freedom's God.

Man, 1 made, but when the spirit
W1l no more its God obed,

Let them cry, if such can hearit,

To their gods of Iron and clay.

_There are pictured heavenly glories,

Pictured in My book of fate;
Once thelr coming seemed less distant,
Now again it lingers late; ’
Now on man's estate the sunlight
1s obecured by clouds of trial,
And I see the hands of progress
Falling backward on the dlal.
Are they broken? Do they mock Me?’
By My wrath their God shall tell
Other stories to the dreamers
Who have thought there was no hell.
Where the golden-cmwned Beishazzar
Fattens dully in his greed;
Where the tory courtlers flatter,
1 will give them words to read,

Up, awake, the sleepless spirit
Of the God of storm and night-

Cries to bim with ears to hear it,
Grasps his pen of flame to write.

Coloradp, Colorado,

When th' adulterous woman came
With the prieats prepared to stone her

Ag the scape-goat.of their shame;
Then the rightecus Master stayed them,

8hamed them In their thirst for gore,
Saying simply to the woman:

“Rise, and live, and sin no more."”
Can you rise, O gullled creature?

Can you walk the ways that bless?
Can you find a manual token '

Signing moral earnestness?

Yes, the ground which thieves have taken,
Drenched’ with Christ's and Abei’s blood,
When you glve it to the people
ghall your sons be sons of God,
You have children. Do them honor;
Rise In might and truth divine;
Let them every one inherit,
For the land s thelrs and thine,
Then the children of the woman
Shall have brulsed the serpent’s head,
Peace and righteousness shall flourish
Where the virtucs seemed 8o dead,

(olorado, Colorado,
In the eyes of every State,

Answer falrly 1o the issue,
Which Is now BO big with fate,

But and it you will 7ot answer,
All you vain and falthless ones,

1 who made would faln unmake you,
gatan take you for his sona.

Kings must relgn & 1ittle longer,
Tyranny awhile must be,

For this weak and wicked people
Are not ready to be free,

But your God has endless ages
To convert thie slavish seed,

And to ralee a race of free men
Who shall be hia song indeed.

CHARLESB HOWARD FITUH,

Dece, 9, 194,

e—————

THE SIMPLE LIFE.
Simplicity 1s a state of mind, It
dwells in the main intention of our
lives. A man is simple when his chlef
care is the wigh to be what he ought
to be; that is, honestly and naturally

human. And this is neither s0 easy
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nor so impossible .as one might think.
At bottom it consists In putting our
acts and inspirations in accordance
with the law of our being. and, conse-
quently with the Eternal Intentlon
which willeth that we should be at
all. Let a flower be a flower, a swal-
low a swallow, a rock a rock, and let
a man be a man, and not a fox, a hare,
a hog, or a bird of prey: this is tha
sum of the whole matter. — Pastor
Charles Wagner,

LAND NATIONALIZATION.
A private letter from W, L. Price to

Rolton Hail, published with tkelr permis-
Bion,

The nationalization of land is eth-
ically all right if it be all nationalized;
but this does not seem to me the best
and simplest way of reaching the re-
sult desired. N

It does not seem clear that because
the community is entitled to the rental
value of land it is entitled to own the
land itself. There seems to me to be
no reason why the people collectively,
more than the Individuals that compose
it, should hold title to the land itself.
It is the Individual that we have to con-
sider, not thc man-created state.

If these municipalities that own
enough land to pay all the taxes, do no
more than that, the benefit is very
slight comparatively speaking; for the
rest of the land will be speculated in
(at least to a very great extent), and
the fact of there being no taxes will
simply make the other land more desir-
able, and therefore increase rent, as of
course you know.

But even if all land were held by the
state, the system would be inferior to
the Single Tax for this reason, althougn
it would be precisely the same thing
as a tax; and is, so far as it is already
taken by the state. Where the titles are
left in the hands of individuals there
is a natural automatic method for the
adjustment and readjustment of tax
(rent) value. The land is always worth
more to the new man than to the old,
or he thinks it i2, and this haggling of
the market provides this constant re-
adjustment of values which are at once
shown by such transfers and sub-
leases. If the state has the ownership,
it is upon one of the two horrs of this
cdilemma: either it must give pusses-
sion to any piece of land upon a higher
bid for it, which would destroy security
of possession; or it must readjust this
tax (rent) upon this offer, which would
open the dooar to all sorts of corruption.

In any case it, the tax (rent), must
be arbitrarily fixed by officials rather
than by the people themselves; and this

seems to be fatal to,the scheme, at
least as compared with Single Tax,
which seems to be ultimate and just as
far as the land question goes, for this
reason: if we are not all altrulstic the
single tax scheme would see that the
man using the better lot should pay the
higher tax; while if we should all be-
come altrulstic the man who had the
better lot would insist that he pay the
difference of advantage held, over to the
crowd, even if there were no system or
no state.

We should not, however, oppose a
movement In the direction of land na-
tionalization or in any other socialistic
direction, for probably when men have
righted some of the grosser wrongs ol
our present system they will be forced
to turn to the Law The Law will at-
tend to that.

The Arts and Crafts movement is
very largely in the direction of hand
work, which is only brain work put
to the test of practice, which is only
soul work, building soul for the sake of
other souls. Now the Soclalist prop-
osition seems on the face of it to be the
very antithesis of this icea; but sup-
pose their Mecca were reached, and we
did all the work by pushing buttons?
What then? As sure as there is a soul,
or something that will do instead, in
man, we would turn to the doing of
gsomething worth while as the best
means by which that something should
grow—the only way, for there is no
other way of growth than through crea-
tive thought and work, and man’s very
necessitles and wea™nesses have com-
pelled him to become the glant that he
is, and “what he ghall be Coth.not yet
apppear.” So I am not fighting social-
ists; the disease will furnish its own
antitoxin, and "he also serves who
stands and kicks."”

THE NEGRO'S CAPACITY FOR BUSI-
NESS AND GOVERNMENT.

Editarial in The Freeman, of Indianapolis,
for December 3, 1904,

From the Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle we
learn that the present owner of the “Jef-
ferson Davis plantation,” in Mississipp].
is I. F. Montgomery. a colored man. He
was a bright youth, and Joseph Davis,
the brother of Jefferson Davis. owned
him. Mr. Davis, attracted by the boy's
eprightliness and good qualities, had
him educated, and he was a famous pet
on the plantation. He was always re-
spectful, grateful and obedient as a bond-
man. He was faithful to the persons and
interests of the Davis family during the
warandafterit. Hewaspermittedto pur-
chase the old plantation, and nobody ob-
jected. He has the esteem of all Missis-

sippians,and isnow worth about §300.000.

With this example before their eyes,
the Mississippians ought to be able to
admit that the Negro has ability to own
and farm land on a large scale. as well
as the white man. Also, that he may
be such a good citizen as to enjoy gen-
eral esteem. Now, really, would it not
be safe to trust such a man with the
right to vote?

Mr. Gideon B. Thompson, in his re-
cent letters to the News, of this ecity,
from Miesissippi, mentioned the fact that
some distance south of Vl_cksbnrg was a
community inhabited exclusively by Ne-
groes. They elect all the officers, collect
anddisburseallthetaxes,and manage all
the financial affairs of their town. There
is no complaint of grafting, dishonesty
or inefficiency, but those in charge ex-
hibit full capacity for self-government.

Mr. Thomi:son mentions another cage
which establishes the same point. Thirty
mijes east of Vickeburg is the place
where the celebrated battle of Champion
Hill was fought, ending in the defeat of
Pemberton by Grant. The battle tovk
place on a plantation of 3.000 acres,
owned by the widow Champion. After
the war the place was much involved in
debt. all the stock having been destroyed,
the fences burned and other damage ju-
flicted. Mrs. Champion tried to manage
the place, but failed, and about 20 years
ago turned all her business over to a
Negro man. Since taking charge this
manager has patd off $60,000 indebted-"
ness, restocked and improved the place,
brought order out of chaos, and made
his employer wealthy. Meantime he has
acquired the ownership of much stock
on his own account, and out of gratitude
Mrs. Champlon intends to give him 40
acres of land. He employs hundreds of
men to work the plantation, looks after
the sale of all the crops and superintends
this large business with utmost integ-
rity and ab!!lt;:. Gen. McGinnis, our
postmaster, who commanded a brigade
in the battle of Champion Hill, recently
visited the scenes of hls struggles. and
was royally entertained by Mrs. Cham-
plon. From her he learngd all about
her Negro manager, and tells of him ir
an interview published in the News since
his return to this city.

Now.does not this case fully refute the
charge constantly made by Southerners
that the Negro is “shiftless.” has no ca-
pacity for business, and can only work
under the direction of white men? Thou-
sands of other instances might be men-
tioned of other Negroes in various South-
ern States who have accumulated prop-
erty for themselves. and exhibited a
high order of ability as farmers, mer-
chants and all-round business men.
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“These three well-authenticated cases are
mentioned because they are In the State
of Mississippi, presided over by Gov,
Vardaman, who insists that “1he Negro
is ruined by education.” The truth is,
many Negroes in Mississippl have proved
equal to tasks where white men have
failed, and that many others would do
equally as well if given equal opportu-
nitles. Do we not see in this the real
solution of the much discussed ‘‘race
problem” in the South? Give all men
equal rights before the law, a equare
deal in business opportunities, and the
so-called problem will solve itself.

A LITTLE MOTHER'S CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING.

A little maid of the tenements went
out to do her Christmas shopping.

She was a little German girl, which
meant that she must buy a present for
each member of the family. It meant,
also, that she did her Christmas shop-
ping on Avenue A, between First and
Eighth streets, in that exeiting little vil-
Jage of Christmgs booths which springs
up there as if. by magic just before
Christmas every year.

The little girl of the tenements said
that the explorer might go along with
her while she did her shopping, and the
explorer was glad to go.

She was a little mother, but she man-
aged to leave “my baby"” at home for
just this one day. Itis very wearing to
have the baby along when omne goes
shopping.

She had three brothers and three sis-

ters, countipg in the baby. And her fa-’

ther and mother made eight to buy pres-
ents for, and she had exactly 25 cents,
The. esplover thought it would be profit-
able and Interesting to watch this
Christmas shopping.

The lttle maid had been to school end
knew very well that she had three cents
to spend on each one and a cent over,
probably to add to her mother's present.
But really, the baby would hardly need
three cents. That would be extravagant
for a baby, who cannot be expected to
appreciate expensive presents,

Two gay little tin balls, one gilt, the
other crimson, tied together with a
Dbright cord, and rattling when they are
shaken—that will please the baby, and
they cost only a cent.

A candy chair, quite perfect, rounds,
back and everything, catches the shop-
per's eye next., An Italian boy is seil-
ing them for a cent aplece. One of these
will do fof the next baby. He was the
baby until six months ago, and he will
acmire the chair and then eat it.

" And so there are two presents bought
and only two cents gone.

‘There is a wine glass, too; only it

- pensive presents than cheap ones!

Isn't wine, but only make believg, and
the man eelling them is telling people
what a good joke it is to invite one’s
friends to have & drink out of it. That
would please Johnny, who is big enough
to see & joke. One cent for Johony. It
is wonderful how money holds out, any-
way, especially in the hands of a skill-
ful shopper who knows what things are
worth. '

But Mamie Rose must have her full
three cents. Mamie Rose is old and erit-
ical. She knows the value of things.
A doll's washbowl and pitcher—it costs
three cents, but it is worth it. There
is a vine palnted all up and down one
slde of the beautiful white crockery.

A little washboard for 'Lizabeth costs
only two cents. ’Lizabeth is not so
critigal. She will be pleased with any-
thing one gives her.
 And then a drum for the third brother
costs another three cents. He must have
something to make noise with, and this
is the nolsjest thing for the money.

Only 11 cents spent, and six presents
bought. That means 14 cents to spend
for father and mother. BSeven cents
aplece,

It is much more difficult to buy ex-
The
astute little shopper hesitates and pon-
ders long. She goes up and down the

-village of booths many times, and even

condescends to ask the explorer’s ad-
vice,
Eventually ehe decides on a bright,

. sllvery thimble for her mother, cunning-

Iy imbedded in a dainty little box of its
own, with plush all around it and roses
on the outside of the box. She is well
satisfied with this purchase, but she
hesitates long over the gift for her fa-
ther. Men are £0 hard to buy presents
for. '

At last she stops at a crockery booth
and decides on a cup and saucer, which
will do for father's coffee in the morn-
ing, for he always has coffee, it being
the main part of his breakfast. The
cups and saucers are ten cents. But
she displays the last remnant of her
funds, the nickel and the two cents
clasped tightly in her little icy band,
and firmly demands the coffee cup.

Some sharp bargaining ensues. The
salesman orders her to go home and get
more money. But when she finally
turns to go he weakens, and the cup and
saucer are hers.

Eight presents, all suitable, new and
welcome, and the little maid’'s quarter
is just exactly gone.—N, Y. Sun,

LAND VALUES OF NEW YORK.
A STI'DY OF THE LATEST REAL ES-

TATE ASSESSMENT LISTS.

The real estate assessment lists for
the city of New York have been issued,

showing the assessed value of each par-
cel of real estate, with the land value
stated separately, also the size of lots,
height of building, owner’s name and
location. These lists can be bought at
the city hall separately for 25 cents
each, one for each section or ward; for
Manhattan the total cost is §2, and for
the entire city $10.50. Every resident
interested in taxation should have at
least the list for his section.

~ As the land values are stated only as
a basis of comparison and do not af-
fect the tax, the figures have not al-
ways been changed when a reduction
has been allowed. Nor are gll the vol-
umes added up, while some totals in-
clude exempt land. It is impossible to
give the exact assessment of land valde,
without examining the tax books, and
adding the entire roll. However, the
total can be computed within $20,-°
000,000, and the following tablegives in
round figures the taxable land value at
the lowest estimate (which is probably
within $5,000,000 of the exact amount),

‘and the percentage to the total aseess-

ment of taxable ordinary real estate.

Per Ct.

Manhattan borough . .. $2,410,000,000 69

Bronx borough .... 150,000,000 &7

Brooklyn borough 400,000,000 47

70,000,000 57

. 20,000,000 48

New York city................53,050,000,000 62

Improvements, estimated, §1,681,-
000,000,

(The value of improvements is not
officially stated, but is computed here’
by deducting the land value from the
total realty.

The most valuable sites are in Man-
hattan, as is also most of the high val-
ue Jland, and the assessments for
that borqugh correspond to those for
the central portion of a large city,
while Brooklyn is largely a residential
and manufacturing section. In Brook-
lyn, were It not for the vacant land,
the percentage of land value wauld
probably be only 35 per cent.)

Besides the above sum there are about
$100,000,000 of improvement values in-
cluded in the special franchise assess-
ment. If all improvements were ex-
empted from taxation, the present total
assessment of all taxable property for
1904 of $5.640,542,657 would be reduced
to $3,808,762.963.

To raise the same amount as at pres-
ent the tax rate would have to be
changed as follows (omitting deci-
mals):

. Preserit New

Rate. Rate.
Manhattan and Bronx 1.51 2.21
Brookyvn ... . 2.35
Queens ... 2.31
Richmond .. 1. 2.57

(Variations between boroughs are due
to county expences., City expenses are
paid from one treasury.)
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To state the change in another way:
Every property owner whose land value
is less than two-thirds of the total value
of his real estate will be benefited.
Every owner whose land is only one-

third of the total value will pay but.

one-half the amount of tax he now pays.

Land in Manhattan, which contains
about 22 square miles, has become too
valuable to be used for private dwell-
ings, exocept costly onés. The cheapest
city lot at street grade, 25 by 100 feet,
is worth $3,000 to $4,000. Consequentky
' many of the older dwellings are occupy-
ing such valuable land as to be them-
selves practically valueless. There are
rows and rows of houses where the
assessments run $8,000 for the lot and
$9,000 for the total value, when the

building could not be reproduced for.

$4,000. On other rows off Fifth avenue
land is assessed as high as $60,000 and
the total only $656,000. Were improve-
ments exempted, owners of such poorly
improved property would be encouraged
to put up buildings suited to the site.

LoWwer Fifth avenue, changing from
residence to commerclal -wae, aftords
a striking illustration ot the extent to
which improvers pay the taxes of
non-improvers. Adding all properties
in four blocks (Eighteenth to Twenty-
second streets) shows these totals for
the two classes of property:

Recently © Qld Im-

. Improved. provements,

Land value............. 0,980,000 ¥, 007,000
Improvement value.., 4,99,000 04,000
Present taxes ... ... 158,528 72,540
Taxesunaerexempt'n, 132,148 B8,564

"Although these recent improvements
are flnoe modern 8 to 14-story build-
ings, they do not in the a?ggregnte or
in Individual cases equal the value of
the land on which they stand (with
one exception that is only a trifle more
valuable.)

- Likewise, the finest office buildings,
department stores and Fifth avenue
restdences, with rare exceptions, do
not equal the value of the site on
which they stand,

Here are gome

typical high values:
Land, Bullding.
Empire Bullding.......... 2,050,000 §1,700,000
Fiat Iron Hullding. co 1N D00 1, 200, 0
Hanover Bank ........... 1UKG,000 1,015,000
R. H. Macy & Co. OO 2, 50, 000
Blegel & Cooper. ... GO0 3,540, (00
MH Ffth Ave, restdence.. T, 400,000
3 Firth Ave,, residence, 160,000 100,000

And here are a few contrasts:

Broadway & Wall dst'y.. 530,m0 . K000
HKoree] Bidg, 8story ..., 2,414,000 B, 00
Fifth Ave, Hotel........ 4,00, 00 [CLINEET)

This article is written as the Re-
view is ready to go to press, and space
does not permit more detailed in-
stances of valuatlon of business prop-
erties. But everyone is interested to
know how small homes will be affect-
ed by proposed changes in tax rates.

The following assessments are typical
of large areas unaffected by abnormal
speculation,” and show various classes
of homes in Brooklyn, with the amount
of the tax now pald and the amount
which would be paid were improve-
ments exempted:

Brooklyn:, Present New
Street, Land. Bdig. Tax. Tax.
TOY vvevnnrnnrs . §340 52460 44 =
52nd Btreet M 2,400 B0 191
Moffat ... 0 3,000 [0 19
Forty Hrat . T00 - 4,300 9 17
Old flats ..... 1,600 3,900 86 35
New flats ... 1600 7,200 139 a8
New flats ........... 3,000 20,000 361 70
Manhattan:
W, 88th, residence. 8,000 7,000 227 176
W. 88th, residence. 12,000 18,000 460 - 266
Old lats ...ovvvienen 1 5.000 227 >4 |
New flats .......... 11,000 27,000 575 243

The last items show the onlj.r class
of “small” houses now being built in
Manhattan, and typical flats in which
persons of moderate means reside,

Vacant land in the outlying districts
is generally under-assessed, sometimes
at less than half its value. ' In Brook-
lyn the land value of improved prop-
erty has not always been carefully
computed. With an exact assess-
ment of land values it 18 not unlikely
that personal property could be ex-
empted as well as improvements with-
out raising tae rate above $2.25.

But on the whole, the work of as-
sessing has been well done, in Manhat-
tan especially, where in most se-
tions the values fixed for real property
seem to be from 90 to 95 per cent. of
the normal selling values, and the land
values have been stated with care and
accuracy. Despite some obvious in-
equalities and typographical errors in
the printed lists, the tax department
must be congratulated on having con-
scientiously complied with the spirit,
as well as the letter, of the new re.
quirement of separate assessment of
land and publication of the lists.—A. C.
Pleydell, in The Single Tax Rexiew.

CHRISTIANITY AND DEMOCRACY.

A letter to a friend, a zealous Christlan
and an ardent Republican, from a fellow
church member,

My Dear Mr. A.:—I have known you
for a good many years, and have had a
very sincere regard for you, based on
what I have regarded as sterling hon-
esty and {ntegrity; but whenever we
discuss the practical matters of life, I
find, as in the case of too many of my
friends, that your views are wholly
divergent from my own, and alto-
goether Inexplicable on the basis of the
common Christianity which we both
believe In. We both have, I am inclined
to think, a fair share of ability to rec-
ognize facts and to draw reasonable
conclusions. I am sure that 1 try to be
honest in my observation of facts and
in my mental processes, and [ give you

and my other friends the benefit of any:
doubt on that score. When therefore
we come to absolutely divergent opin-
ions, where shall we look for the ex-
planation? There i{s a large and- im-
portant screw loose somewhere. My
own eelf-respect ag well as the fact, for
instance, that I have no difficulty in
recognizing and acknowledging " the
shortcomings of men who are promi-
nent in the party whose principles and
policies I am more or less in sympathy
with, and the further fact that I have
etood ready, when that party has be-
trayed the confidence of the people, al-
ways to withdraw my support, have af-
forded me the satisfactory evidence that
mine was the open mind and mine the
honest and logleal conclusions. Nat-
urally I have attempted to dissect and
analyze the opinlons and mental proc-

_esses of my friends, in the effort to dis-

cover the common sources of error, and
1 feel like saying to most of you, what

‘1 gald to my brother, when he called

my attention to the fact that President
Eliot had announced his intention of
supporting the Republican party, and
asked If I thought President Eliot was
either dishonest or ignorant. [ said:
“The fact that President Eliot voted for
McKinley at his second election in spite
of his assertion that if the administra-
tion had done the things which it had
done In the Philippines, with clear in-
tent from the beginning, it ought to be
removed from power, showed that be
cared less for the awful injustice asd
suffering in the Philippines, and the
unconstitutional and revolutionary as-
sumption of power on the part of the
administration, than he cared for the
posgible disturbance of the ‘business in-
terests’ of the country from the election
of a man, whom the predatory classes
had asserted to be a demagogue, but
whose only demonstrable fault lay io
his eeeking to secure the masses of the
people from the benevolent ‘protec-
tlon' of the classes; and ¥ prefer to be
in a class of one with my conscience
and God and the moral law, than in
line with any number of President Ell-
ots in the support of so-called benevo-
lent policles based upon criminal ag-
gression and the denial of justice. §
wish, my dear brother, you would get
your facts together, brace up your men-
tal processes, and form some opluions
which will not have to be buttressed
with great names,"”

It seems to me there [s eomething
radically wrong with the thinking of a
Christian man who finds it easier to
sympathize with so-called conservative
or tory priociples and policies, than
wilth the everlasting principles of right-
eousness and justice. Of course my
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conservative Christian friends deny this
charge, but are they justified in their
denial? They profess to be the admir-
ers and followers of the Christ who
came to earth to establish the Kingdom
of Heaven; and yet they are almost
uniformly to be found giving their in-
fluence, eympathy and votes to the
cause which represents, not the poor,
downtrodden: and oppressed, or even
the common everyday masses of the
people, but the men who arrogate to
themselves the wisdom and the virtue
of the whole people, and claim that they
can goverm the people better than the
people can govern themselves, but in
fact always give two thoughts to their
own interests for every one devoted to
the good of the common people. With
rare exceptions the ministry and the
church bave maintained their loyalty
to every system of oppression and graft,
whether slavery, land monopoly or
vicious and inequitable methods of tax-
ation, so long as they could hold up
their heade In decent soclety. They
have satisfled their consciences with
charity and meroy, and have shut their
eyes to justice and righteousness. They
expend their egergles in snatching sin-
ners from & hell that they know very
little about, the ultra conservatives
from a hell that no intelligent twentieth
century nman believes in; and they shut
their eyes to much of the injustice of
the present social and industrial sys-
tem, which makes life a veritable hell
on earth for so many of the victims,
Tell the average, prosperoys and self-
satisfled Christian man about these un-
fortunates and he will assure you that
they are the victims of their own vicious
habits. The Sunday before the last Mc-
Kinley election, with a country friend 1
‘went to hear the pastor of the Wesley M.
E. church. In his prayer he showed his
loyalty to the conservative interests by
‘praying that “the country might be
saved from the domination of the un-
worthy discontented.” If thereisnota
hell for that kind of Christians, it will
be because justice is very largely tem-
pered with mercy. But I am not sure
that Dr. M. is not fairly representative
.of the average, smug, piousand prosper-
w©us churchman, My own observation
‘and experience look strongly in that
«direction,

I take it that the chief misslon of
“Christ on earth was to make men con-
sclous of a common brotherhood as
well as of a common sonship. How long
‘do you think it will take to bring about
such a state of mind on the part of the
laboring masees, while the great body
of the professed representatives of
the Christ throw all their influence in

the direction of making more pro-
nounced the chasm between the masses
and the classes? Of course you do not
admit that as a fact, but it is largely
true. '

1 think I once heard you say that you
would never vote for a Democrat, since
such a vote was always a vote for rum
and Romanism. You lately remarked
that the Democratic party has no states-
men. ‘Both remarks were unworthy of
a man of your intelllgence, and yet the
average churchman and the average
citizen in the ranks of your party would
probably say amen to them. You call
that man a statesman who euccessfully
reaches high station by taking advan-
tage of the jgnorance and greed of men,
and succeeds in ‘'doing things" by keep-
ing himself In touch with and loyal to
the powers that prey upon sqciety. The
man who unselfishly, uncompromising-
ly seeks to secure to the people, the
common people, the whole people, equal
rights before the law, you denounce a8
a demagogue, or at the best damn with
faint praise (and very faint). So long
as you and men llke you continue in
this attitude of subserviency to vested
rights, to special and protected inter-
ests, so long will youn be a practical
atheist In the eyes of every man of dem-
ocratic instincts and discerning mind,
since to such men, and they are the rep-
resentatives of the toiling masses, such
a Chrietianity is simply unthinkable.
No amount of religious profession and
zeal will take the place of loyalty to
God's common people. Dr. George A.
Gordon says that while the doctrine of

_human brotherhood was distinectly
stated by Christ, it was contained in
prevalent Christianity only as a latent
element until the last 106 years, An-
other writer declares that the reforma-
tion of Christianity during the past 30
years has been greater than that of
Luther, since the former is a change in
the spirit, while Luther's reformation
was largely of the letter, It has always
geemed to me that the men who have
g0 much distrust of and are so Iree to
condemn the Catholic church, are as
truly lacking in the spirit of human
brotherhood, in which. the Catholle
church has long led the Protestant, as
they are lagging behind in their appre-
hension of a reasonable Christian the-
ology.

Here, then, I believe is the trouble
with the average Christian man, the
man who always disagrees with the po-
litical theories and principles which ap-
peal to me as the only reasonable and
correct ones, He has been trained to
believe in a theology which represents

the Almighty as having placed untold

millions of men upon the earth with
the distinct knowledge and purpose that
a large part of them would, either
through ignorance of a way of escape,
or through a perverse epirit, inherited
or acquired, be subjected to some kind
of suffering through the endless ages of
eternity; that God has done this for his
own-pleasure; and finally (8s we all be-
lieve) that man can only find salvation
through the benevolence and mercy of
God. Such a conception of God as a
flendish tyrant simply incapacitates the
individual holding it from a reasonable
appreciation of the overwhelming jm-
portance, in any system involving the
relations of man to his fellows or to
his creator, of justice as the primary,
essential aiid fundamental fact. Mercy
and charity have no place as fundamen-
tals in such & system. Their only place
is in the mitigation of the results of
injustice. The first fruit of love is and
must be simple justice.

Theologians have done all in their
power to send the race to perdition by
their irrational conception of the Al-
mighty and their libelous treatment of
man; and to-day quack eociologists by

their attempts to substitute various

forms of benevolence in the place of jus-
tice, and by formulating theories of the
rights of man on the basis of that ini-
quitous substitution, have done and are
doing all in their power to stupefy the
conscience of the eocial pirate, and to
perpetuate ‘the conditions which ren-
der social piracy poseible.

I am willing to concede that an hon-
est and intelligent man may believe, as
thousands of such men have believed,
that God is at once selfish and tyran-
nical and unjust, and at the same time
actuated by love, mercy and benevo-
lence; that with such a belief as a basis,
he could believe in the divine right of
kings, in the righteousness of the do-
minlon of the streng over the weak,
of the rich over the poor, of the wise
over the simple, and, as a matter of
course, of the good and respectable over
the less fortunate,

I do not understand how, and I most
emphatically deny that a sincers be-
liever in the person, the religion and
the ethies of Jesus Christ, can enter-
tain such opinions, unless the founda-
tions of his mental machinery are so
warped that his mind is incapable of re-
sponding to the reductionem ad ab-
surdum. Most sincerely and faithfully
yours,

EDWARD J. BROWN.
Minneapolls, Minn.,, Nov, 11, 1%M,

The Rock Island depot master at To-
peka is a roaring Democrat—about the
only one connected ywith that road’s

-
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service at the Kansas capital. The
day after the election one of the con-
ductors dropped off his train at the
depot and sald: “Hello, Jim! You
voted for Roosevelt yesterday, didn’t
you?' *“Not by a blankety blank
sight!"” said Jim, with bristling indig-
nation. ““Well, somebody did,”- said
the conductor, as he swung on the
train; “I thought maybe it was you.”
—Kansas City Journal.

A KNOCK FOR “TEDDY.”
For The Public.

Hark! Teddy, bold and free,

] Hark! Opportunity
Knocks .at thy door—
Nay, more;
She gravely walts on thee,
What may thy pleasure be?

Halil, Teddy, bold and free,

Hail Opportunity—

Nay, bid herenter in,

That thou mayst win, )
FPer se, VoL af
A crowning victory.

Hark! Teddy, bold and free, .

Hark! Opportunity

Knocks at thy door

As ne'er before,

What may thy pleasure be?

Ah, Teddy, bold and free,

Wilt face the common WE,

Who bid thee iead the way,

And yet, who—watch and pray?
J. 8. THOMASON,

Women in a Massachusetts town actu-
ally have compelled the street railroad
company to increase the number of cars
at busy hours by refusing to pay fares
‘when they could get no seats. Thereare
some things that women can do better
than men.—Buffalo Express,

Rojestvensky, tell us whensky
You will make our place vour goal;
And we'll hikeski down the plkeskl
And pick out a bombproof hole.
—Louisville Courler-Journal.

BOOKS .

HUMANIZED ESSAYS.

He who reads storles for the story
alone, will be economical of praise if
he gives his honest opinion of A Little
Fountain of Life"” (Chicago, New York
and London; Rand, McNally & Co.), by
Marion Foster Washburne; for the story
is subordinated throughouttothe whole-
some lesson [t 18 designed to exemplify,
But read as an essay on the influence of
spiritual equilibrium upon bodily health,
the book is human and interesting, as
well as uplifting.

It really is an essay in the formof a
story which outlines a sectional view of
certain contrasts in city life, If the
story fails as a story it is mot for lack
of literary art, but because by presenting
just a sectional view it offers something
like an artistic architectural rather
than an artistic perspective picture
of the events and characters that fig-

ure in it. A rich young woman, with
nothing to do but foster a subtly self-
ish spirit which In turn expresses itself
in a mysterlous and unylelding nerv-
dus debilitation, has the good fortune,
after many experiments, to come under
the professional charge of & physician
who understands how to minister to a
mind diseased, and who cures his pa-
tient by awakening her interest in some
of the victims of the kind of soclal
selfishness of which she and her “'set”
are individual examples. Among the
characters that pass through this story
—juet a little like human beings of only
two dimensions; which is correct for a
sectional view, but would not do for
perspective—are several quaint denizens
of the slums, besides the wise doctor,
the plutocratic father of his patlent,
her meek and foolish mother, and " a
waif of a babe which finds no place In
this great big world whereon to rest {ts
trespassing little feet,

Another of Mrs, Washburne's vol-
umes, “Early Day Essays’ (same pub-
lishers), which stands forth unabashed
in its true character as a collection of
essays, is a flne example of this au-
thor's mastery of the light and inviting
yet invigorating essay. She frequent-
ly avails herself of the story form, but
for the sake of making the idea concrete
rather than of enabling some Idler with
the reading disease to while away an-
other useless hour. It is In the keen
but good matured comments which a
little incident or a little sample of in-
dividuality personified enables her to
make, that Mrs. Washburne's pen
flashes.

And there is much opportunity for
this brilliant comment in such a collec-
tion of humanized essays as “Every

Morning's -Comedy” in the household;-

“Mother and Child,” in which there is
& husband, too; ““The Day When Every-
thing Went Wrong,” and “Aunt Cath-
erine’s Busy Day."”

‘What malies Mrs. Washburne’s work
80 delightful is that she is always eeri-
ous but never solemn, always jolly but
never frivolous, always optimistic but
never superficially so. She tells things,
moreover, as they appear to her and not
as somebody else may think they ought
to appear. In “Coming Down in the
World,” for instance, she offers no sac-
rifice on the shrine of conventional
pretense, but comes promptly out with
the confession that—

Tt is easler to bear success than to bear
fallure. There are those who. in theory,
doubt this statement: but in practice
everyone is eageriy willing to assume what-
ever burdens success may impose. To
rucceed ja to put a certaln polish on the
chranest word., Although the coarse grain
may be chiefly thrown into rellef, some one
is mure to admire It, and it has to any eye
a certain force and individuality., Fallure,
on the contrary, dims all that it touches,
The whole world questions the value of the
man whose outlines are blurred by |t
Everyvone knows why he has falled, and
nearly evervone tells him so. A dozen times
a dayv, while the wound is fresh, zealous
friends drench it with mustard, He winces

—and this Is, to them, another evidence of
weakness, The worst of the paln lies'in the
pride that wiil not die at once—that, rar
from accepting these friendly diagncscs,
has quite another explanation to offer.

Mrs. Washburne's preaching is so
sound in substance, ro attractively wit-
ty and humorous in form, so gentle yet
vital in spirit, and withal so much need-
ed in our literary wildernees of aimless
stories and vapid eadays, that her books.
should find ready acceptance among
readers who are weary of all this deluge
of tomfoolery.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

—"Chanteg Communal,” By Horace
Traubel. Boston: Smaii, Maynard & Co.
To be reviewed.

—"C{tlzenship (Serles of Ethics for the
Young)." By Walter L. Sheldon. ClLicago,
W. M. Weich Company, Price, $1.25

—"Dutles In the Home (Serivs c¢f Etkics
for the Young)." By Walter L. Sheldon.
;‘lhzw_r-ugo; W. M, Welch Compary, Frice,

2o, g *

—"“Trke Supremacy of Jesus.”" Hy Joseph

W. Crooker. Boston: Amerlean Unitarian
Association. Price, 0 cents net. To te te-
viewed.

—"Plllars of the Temple." By Minot J.
Bavage, Boston: Amerlcan  Unitarian
Associntion, Price, W cenis Let. To be e
viewed,

—"Arbltration and The Hague (ouri.”
By John W, Foster. Boston and New
York: Houghton, Miflin & Co. Price, §1
net. To be reviewed.

—"John Giiley; Maine Farmer and Fish-
erman.’”” By Charles W Eliot. DBoston:
Ameriean Unitarian Association, Price,
60 cents net. To be reviewed.

—"Under Other Flags, Travels, Lectures,
Speeches.” By Willlam Jennings Bryan.
Lincoin, Neb.: The Woodruff-Coiiins Print-
ing Company. To be reviewed,

—Rebels of the New South. By Walter
Murion Raymond. lllustratlions by Percy
Bertram Ball., Chicago: Chariezs H, Kerr
& Company. Price, §100. To be reviewed

—"The Struggie for Existence.” By Wal-
ter Thomus Mlils, A, M. Chicago: Inter-
nutional School of Sccial Economy, Ma-
sonic Temple. Price, $2.50, postpaid. Tote
reviewed, )

—"The Wandering Host.” Ry David
Starr_Jordan, Prcsident of Leland Stan-
ford Univérsity. Bokion: Amerfcan Urni-
tarian Arsociation. Price, %0 cents net. To
be reviewed,

—Mrs. Mayvbrick's Own Story. My Fif-
teen Lost Years. By Florence Ellzabed
Maybrick. New York and Londen: Furnk
and Wagnalls Company. Price, §1.0 pel.
To be reviewed.

—"The Touch of Nature; Little Storles of
Great Peoples.” Retold by Augustus Men-
don Lord. With_illustrations by Edith
Cleaves Barry. Boston: American Unl-
tarian Association. Price, §1 net, To be re-
viewed.

—""Monkey Shines. Little Storles for Litt's
Children.” By Bolton Hall, author of "The
Game of Life” ““Things as They Are ™ elc.
With 22 illustrations by Leon Foster Jones,
New York: A. Wessels Company, FPrice,
$1.00. To be reviewed.

PAMPHLETS.

Gen. Henry E. Tremain’s campaign
pamphlet, “Parker’s Question Ap-
swered,” (Bonnell, Silver & Bowers. 4§
West Twenty-second street), is of more
than campaign importance. Though
marred by touches of indiscriminate par-
tiean prejudice, it makes one fact very
clear—the fact that some of the Southern
States are controlled by an oligarchy
which not only dominates the local pop-
ulation, white and black, but thereby sb-
cures inordinate political power in the
nation. “When, for instance, the average
vote for Congressmen in the eight dis-
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tricts of Mississippl is only 2,257 per dis-
trict, Gen. Tremain is justified in saying -
public opinion on guestions of govern-
thent does not determine elections in
that State. And he is right when he
denounces this custom as oligarchial
‘and not democratie,

~ PERIODIOALS.

Some 80 pages of the Bullelin of the
Bureau of Labor for November are de-
voted tothe subject of Building and Loan
Associatlons in the Urited States.

The fourth in a series of nine papers
by Frederic Austin Ogg. ‘on "Social
Progress in Europe,” appears in the De-
cember Chautauquan. It describes the
Era of Social Speculation and Experi-
ment.

The United States Daily, published
at Detroit, and of which Willis J. Ab-
bot is editor, makes a unique applica-
tion of the trading stamp device. Its
trading stamp is printed in red on the
right hand corner of the first page,
and is a valuable asset to the holder.
Full explanations are given in the
paper. The editorial polley is not ex-
actly what Mr. Cleveland would call
*gafe and sane.” ‘I

Dr. M. R. Leverson, of Brooklyn, has |
a four-columun article on the Single Tax |
in the Nebraska lndenendem, of No—i
vember 24, restating with force and,
clearness certain fundamental princi-|

ples. Like many writers on the sub-
ject, Dr. Leverson criticises the term

.single tax, hut, like others, he bows tu

common usage. The article is well
worth reading, ip spite of the fact that
some of the conclusions at the end may
seem 1o the reader remote and um-
NEeCcessary. JH.D.
C. E. 8. Wood's article on railroads,
in the Pacific Monthly (Portland) for
December, presents the individualistic
view of the railroad problem with Col.
Woods' characteristic independence of
thought and simplicity of statement.
Except that he seems to treat the right
of way as private property subject . to
regulation, instead of regarding it as
an-open public highway subject. to

| competitive use, his argument stands

good and strong for the latter theory of
railroad operation.

The article by. ex-Congressman John
DeWitt Warner, which appedrs in the
Cornell Alumni News under the title
“Simplicity and Ecoromy In Student
Life.,” is an earnest and intelligent call
for lower expenditures and higher edn-
cational ideals in college life. It notes
that the expense of =student life at Cor-
nell is 50 per cent. greater than before
1885, and that of this at least 33 1-3 per
cent. is not justified by the cost of any-

thing that students ought to find lt_

worth their while to buy.
Speaking of John Morley’s parting

speech, the Nation, of December 1, sa&y5:
“He confessed that, out of the 22 years
during which he has given up to public
life what was meant for literature, he
has been for 18 years in the minority.
What an acknowledgment to make to
an audience worshiping success!”™ Yet,
as the Nation eays, there is no sourness
in his words. He recognizes the fact
that there are two meanings to success,
and that there is truth in the saying
that “the history of success I8 the his-
tory of minorities.” J.H.D.
The report to the general convention
of the Episcopal church of the commis-
sion on the relations of capital and la-
bor, is outspoken and decisive on one
point. “This. report.” says the commis-
sion, “is designedly gereral in its terms,
but there is one matter which we are
constrained to commend in particular
to the consciences of Christian people.
We do not undertake to say how much
of the blame of child labor belorgs to
the employer or how much to the parent.

But we do say this: That the employ- ~

ment of children in factories and mills
depresses wages. destroys homes and
depreciates the human stock.” The re-
port. together with other allusions to
social problems at the convention, is
printed in the November issue of Ham-
mer and Pen .(New York). J. H.D.

An interesting and significant pa-
per on “Soclalism and Human Na-
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Library Edition of the Works of

F.Post...........

.
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During the month of December the new

George, in ten volumes, including the
.Life of Henry George by Henry George, Works...........
Jr., green buckram binding, printed
from memorial edition plates, price....
And a-year’s'subscription to' THe Public.
A Copy of Ethics of Democracy, by Louis

L Y

A Copy of the Prophet of San Francisco

A SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER

WHY NOT MAKE SERVICEABLE ANDRLENDURING T o=
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

TO YOUR FRIENDS ?

Or--

Henry The Library Edition of Henry George's
veeameannenns ceeeaeaens 517.50
A Year's Subscription to The Public.... 2.00

F17.50 | A Copy of Bisocialism, by Oliver R.
2.00 Trowbridee coveveenienceanna. R . 1.50

A Co i -

2.00 p:{of Free America, cloth, by Bol
.20 ton Hall.......... tesessouasensetsnatras .75
521.70 S21.75

Will be delivered. to any address in the United States, Canada or Mexico, express charges prepaid, at the
regular price of the Library Edition, $17.50 on installments, $2 with the order, and #2 monthly, or for $15.00
cash when books are delivered. Or—A year's subscription to The Public, a Copy of Ethics of Democracy,
and a Copy of The Prophet of San Francisco will be delivered, charges prepaid, for $3.00. Or—The Public,
Bisocialism and a Copy of Free America, cloth, will be delivered, charges prepaid, for $3.00., Sent to differ-
ent addreases if desired. A LSO during the month of December 10 copies of Free America, paper, or 20
copies-of *The Prophet-of ‘San Francisco, will be defivered charges prepaid for $1.00. '
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FARMER AND PLUTOCRAT.

Farmer—Look here, what do you mean by telling me that taxation of land-values
would hurt the farmers ? The land in these two cmes alone is worth more than all

the farms in the country!

Plutocrat—Come away—that’s very injurious reading matter for slmple minds

like yours!

ture,” by Murray E. King, leads in the
International Socialist Review (Chi-
cago) for December. Its chief sig-
nificance Is the evidence it gives of the
growing tendency of the time away
from bald materialism. Although it
asserts the doctrine that might s
right as the philosophy of soclalism,
it proceeds, in ‘“horse-chestnut-ergo-
chestnut-horse”” fashion, to demon-
strate that right is might, and so to
identify soclalism with morality. Even
more, it seriously realizes the old sa-
tire that if there were no God man
would soon make one, by declaring
that “God is in the making,” and ex-
plains that “the will of man, freed out
of the elemental reactions of the uni-
verse divine, I8 turning to the making
of God.” The central criticism of Mr.
King's really strong and valuable pa-
per ls that it puts last things first—
might before right, and man before
God, right being created by might and
God by man. This inversion, however,
is in harmony with the whols philos-
ophy of scientific socialism, Mr,
Simons, the able editor of the Review,
points to the lessons of the soclalist
vote. His paper will be more val-
uable for comparison four years hence
than it is for guidance now; but the

SOUTHERN TAX 3w ortiansk:

Literuture und l?h

HEF“H“ Bunu furmauun on the Siny
Tax furnished FREK
on appliestion. Contri-
butions to expenses will be welcowed,

inferences he draws are moderate and
reasonable enough, considered simply
as speculations.

ANNOUNCEMENT

THURSDAY EVENING LECTURES Under
Auspices WOMEN'S AUXILIARY HENRY
GEORGE LECTURE ASSOCIATION.

The Women's Auxiliary of the Henry George
Lecture Association will present & conrse of six
lectures on artistic, literary and economic sub-

eots by eminent talent of Chicago and New
ork City, beginnlng

Thursday, Jan, 19, 1905, at 8 p.m.
At Hande! Hall, 40 East Randalph St., Chioago

A mnaical Kﬂ’lﬂ'lm will precede each locmre
Course tickets. for the six lectures, $1.00
single admission, B8 centa.

Un uscoount of the small seating capacity of
Handel Hall (only 500) enr friends nre urged
le make applicution for tickels ns quick-
1y as possible.

For furtnerﬂurllc'ulnﬂ writa or phone, DR,

ANNA M. LUND, Treasurer, 1014 Masonic Tem

e, vhone central #¥l; ur MiaN I.Im'\lulu

adh:‘.l( . Chalrman. % Houth Wood St., |-hom.m
eele

Seventh .Year,

The Public

s a weekly review which prints in concise and plein
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical valus. itis
also an. editorial paper. Though it abstsins from
min.unged'llnrill ovminm with its news accounts, it
d character, based upon the

les of rldlml d

, which, inthe r.uhml
rsacrrsd for editorial comment, it expresses ful
fresly, without favor or prejudice, without fear u.m-
sequences, and without hope of discreditable reward.
Yet it makes no ons to infailibility. etther m
opinions or in statements of fact; It simply aspirestoa
deserved reputation for Intelligance and honesty Is
both., Besides i*s editorial and news features. the
paper contains & department of origiral and selected
miscallany, inwhich appear articles and extracts upom
various subjects, verse as well a3 prose. chooenﬁh
for their literary merit and their wholesome humes
interest. Familfarity with THs Pusiic will commend
it as a paper that |s not only worth reading. but aiso

worth fillng.
bu:ﬂpﬁon $2.00: S-ml-.kmul
bacription, 5

TarMs:—Annusl Su

bacription, $1.00; Quarterly Sul
Trial Subscrlpuun {4 weeks), 10cents; Slr‘hm
5 cents. Fres of postare in United State.
Cuba and Mexico, Elsawhers, postage e:m ul‘b
l‘lleofonensnl per week, Allchecks, drafts, post offics

y orders and express money Orders shoyid be

rnldn mnhla to !he order of Tue PusLic PusLisding
Co. Subscribers wishing to change address must
give the old address as well as the new one.
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NOTICE TO READERS.

If you have been reading The
Public on trial, thia notice may in-
terest you. Your regular sub-
scription for three or six months
or a year, if sent in before January
1, 1905, will begin at once and con-
tinue until three or six months or
a year, as the case may be, after
January 1, 1905. Thus $2 will give
you the paper from receipt of your
subscription until January 1, 1906;
$1 will give it to you from receipt
of subscription until July 1, 1905:
and 50 cents will give it to yon
from receipt of subscription until
April 1, 1905. The same offer is
open to all persons not already on
the regular subscription list of
The Public.

sar ON TRIAL

for the purpose of introducing it
to new readers, for the term of
four weeks for'.” . .

10 CENTS.
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