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Intelligent observers of the Chi-
cago traction controversy (p. 521)
must suspect, if they do not fully
realize, that much of the battling
between the Union Traction com-
pany and the other companies is a
contest of two large financial in-
terests, to both of which the pub-
lic interests of the city are only a

. shuttlecock in the game.

On one side or the other are sev-
eral of the local newspapers, u
coterie of corporation lawyers,
the large business grafters of the
<ity, business grafters of the East,
and some members of the local
transportation committee of the
<ity council.

The animus of the local “busi-
ness” interests was pretty frankly
disclosed by an editorial in the
Chicago Tribune of the 23d, which
openly and justly attacked the
Union Traction Company, but cov-
ertly urged the cause of the graft-
ing interests of the other side of
this financial fight. The following
quotation from that inspired ed-
itorial is significant:

The city . wants more com-
pensation for franchise privileges. It
wants to deal with a company which is
able, etc., etc.

There is in fact no indication
that the people of Chicago want
compensation for the municipal

treasury,whichis what the Tribune
means by “compensation for fran-
chise privileges.” Only the real
estate tax dodgers have mani-
fested any wish for treasury com-
pensation from street franchises.
On the other hand, every referen-
dum expression of popular opin-

ion has indicated emphatically
that the people are opposed to
franchises, whether with or with-
out compensation. Everysuchex-
pression has indicated, thoreover,
that the people donot wish todeal
any longer with any company.
They are tired of farming out the
public function of street car serv-
ice. After experimenting with it
for nearly half a century they have
found it distressingly inadequate
andextremelyexpensive. Its policy
has been plunder for the stockhold-
ers and bad service for the people,
and there is no reason for believ-
ing that this policy would be al-
tered in the future.

The Tribune realizes it all. So
do all the other agencies of the lo-
cal devotees of frenzied finance
who are trying to extend this dis-
credited experiment through an-
other term, ranging from 13 years
to 20, or 40, or indefinitely. They
prove they know it by their pre-
tense of ignoring the several refer-
endum votes which have been cast
in protest against a continuance
of the wretched experiment. In
still another way do these local
financial schemers prove their dis-
ingenuousness. They are quietly
arranging in their clubs for such
city nominations next Spring as
will give the victory to them no
matter which set of candidates
may lose.

On the Republican side they are
maneuvering for the nomination
for Mayor of either Mr. Foreman
or Mr. Harlan. The former is a
pliant tool of the financial inter-
ests; the latter, though not a tool,
holds opinions regarding public
utilities which are a gnarantee of
his support of the business graft-
ers'programme, That programme
is therefore secure, no matter
which Republican faction wins,
On the Demoeratie gide Mr. Wack-
er has been picked out by the finan-

cial interests. Mr. Wacker is a
plutocratic Democrat,—the very
kind of Democrat whom the
Democratic voters of Chicago re-
buked last Fall with an adverse
plurality of 100,000. He would al-
most certainly be defeated. Butif
he were to win, the traction com-
panies would win withhim, With
Wacker at the head of the Dem-
ocratic ticket, and either Foreman
or Harlan at the head of the Re-
publican ticket, a settlement fran-
chise, with all its possibilities of
perpetuating corporation control
of Chicago’s streets, would be
assured, no matter how the people
might vote on the matter directly
as a referendum issue at the same’
election. This is the plan upon
which the traction interests rely
for defeating the popular purpose.

And that plan will succeed ur-
less the opponents of corporate
control meet it with the same de-
gree of vigor, unity and common
sense with which it is being pro-
moted. If labor organizations in-
sist upon a distinctively labor can-
didate for mayor, as a class candi-
date, they will play into the hands
of the corporation grafters. If
any anti-corporation Democrat-
ic candidate whose merits must
be proved to the people at large,
is put forward against Wacker.
that also will play into the hands
of the corporations. There is one
way and only one to meet-this very
serious situation. It istobringall
the anti-corporation strength of
the Democratic party to bear at
the Democratic primaries in sup-
port of a candidate whose very
name is a guarantee of purpose
to prevent corporate control and
of ability to execute the purpose.
He must be a man whose name will
not only atfract Democratic anti-
corporationists at the primaries,
but those of all parties, regard-
less of their class or personalsym-
pathies, at the election. He must
be a man whose election will mean
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to the public mind the defeat of
the corporations and their trac-
tion schemes.
—_— L]

If there is such a man, no class
" prejudices, nor personal friend-
ships or ambitions on the part
of believers in municipal owner-
ship, should stand in the way of
calling him into service; and no
considerations of personal com-
fort or advantage of any kind
should deter him from accepting
the call. That there is just such a
man—perhaps the only man who
at this particular juncture fully
meets the necessities of the case—
every intelligent voter in Chicago
knows. Those who oppose the
schemes of the traction corpora-

tions know it; those who favor |

those schemes know it equally
well. As the latter do not hesi-
tate to name him, neither should
the former. Against the possibil-
ity of the candidacy of Edward F.
Dunne the traction interests are
already erecting defenses. They
object, for instance, to his making
himself a candidate for mayor
while a member of the judiciary.
But whether that objection is
good need not be discussed. There
is no reason why Judge Dunne
‘should make himself a candidate
for mayor. The question is not
whether he wants to be mayor, but
whether he is wanted for mayor.
If Judge Dunne is willing to al-
low the people to vote for him in
case the Democrats nominate him,
and to perform the functions of
the office if chosen, that is enough.
Whoever objects to such a can-
didacy objects to the wholesome
doctrine that the office should
seek the man and not the man the
office. It would be much better if
in our politics men were common-
lv called into the public service in
this way, whether from private
life or from one office to another.
The present fashion of electing
only office seekers is a bad one.
There is an opportunity in Chi-
cago now to set a good example
in that respect at the primaries.
Let the Democrats at their pri-
maries invite Judge Dunne to be

their candidate for mayor; let the
people &t the election invite him
to be their mayor; and let him,
upon his election, leave the office to
which they have called him hereto-
fore and take the office to which
they call him now. This would be
distinctly in the line of civic duty.
The candidacy would not be an
office-seeking matter. It would
therefore be raised above all sin-
cere or well-founded objections to
judges becoming candidates.

This would be a case in whiclh
the office seeks the man. It would
be in the publicinterest. It would
be a most desirable innovation.
And no one would object but the
traction pirates, whom, as every-
body knows and none better than
they, Judge Ilunne, if mayor,
would drive away from their ex-
pected plunder.

Wholly apart from all other
considerations, good street car
service in Chicago depends upon
some such course. Should traction
interests win at this election, we
should have extended franchiges
and renewed promises of good
service; but we should not get
good service. Let the experience
of the past be our witness, And
by some such course as this, and
only so, can the Democrats hope
to gain the municipal election.
By this course they can gainit.
After nearly 50 vears of bad serv-
ice by corporations which peren-
nially promise better things but
never perform them, the majority
of the people of Chicago are not
fools enough to vote for another
corporation promise if they have
an opportunity to vote against it,
They are pretty well convinced by
this time that good and econom-
ical service can be got only
through municipal ownership and
operatian. (Convince them that
the candidate of either party
stands for that reform, and stands
for its immediate adoption, and
they are numerous enough to give
the election easily to that party.

There is something startling
about the unanimity  with
which railroad magnates approve

President Roosevelt’s elaboraie
scheme for regulating railroad
traflic and legalizing pooling. Can
it be that Paul Morton's place in
the cabinet has anything to do
with it all? He has “consented,”
it will be remembered, to remain
in this body of Presidential advis-
ers for the purpose of assisting in
the good work of shackling rail-
road cunning. A most excellent
thing, for this is a species of cun-
ning with which Mr. Morton is
thoroughly familiar. He hasbeen
a business and political protege of
Mr. E. P. Ripley. president of the
Santa Fe, and in that association
he doubtless learned much.

But how does Mr. Morton hap-
pen to have got into the Presi-
dent’s cabinet at such a critical
junctureforrailroadinterests? He
is a son of the late J. Sterling Mor-
ton, who was one of Presidenr
Cleveland’s official household and
a Democrat by political profes-
sion. Through the elder Morton's
connection with railroad inter
ests, his son Paul secured oppor
tunity for utilizing his talents as
traffic manager of the Santa Fe.
Like his father, Paul was a life
long Democrat by political pro-
fession. He remained a Demo-
crat, nominally at any rate, untila
short time prior to the late ele-
tion, when his change of political
allegiance to the Republican
party was ostentatiously an
nounced. Just why this an-
nouncement was made, was Dot
immediately clear; for Mr. Morton
had never been conspicuous it
politics. He had no political pres-
tige whatever nor_any political
following, and his change of party
was utterly without public inter-
est. But hardly had the an-
nouncement been well circulated,
when the reason for it transpired.
President Roosevelt needed him
in a Republican cabinet as a Re-
publican secretary of the navy.
The reason for his particular ap-
pointment, like the reason for an-
nouncing his change of politics,
was not clear at the time. Mr. Mor-
ton had no knowledge of naval af-
fairs. Since the election, how-
ever, this mystery also has beer
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explained. Mr. Morton is in the
cabinet as secretary of the navy
not so much for naval purposes as
for the purpose of establishing a
cordial understanding between
the President and the railway
magnates.

¢ \ -

But Mr. Morton’s official life is
still enveloped in mystery. Al
though his change of party was
cxnically explained by his appoint-
ment to office, and his naval rank
somewhat incongruously by his
abilities as manager of rajlway
traffic, there is as yet no explana-
tion of his personalsacrificein the
matter. For Mr. Morton has given
up a railway salary of $25,000 to
take a government salary of
$8,000. Is this difference the price
of gratifving an unwonted po-
litical ambition? Or is the sacri-
fice an act of patriotic devotion,
analogous in the walks of peace
to the sacrifices of battlefield
heroes? If Mr.Morton is too mod-
est to confess such extraordinary
devotion, some of his admirera
should do a little virtuous boast-
ing for him. But what if this re-
linquishment of the difference be-
tween a large salary and a small
one is neither a patriotie sacrifice
nor the price of a political bauble?
What if the financial loss is in
some way financially covered?
Should that be so, who i8 to be re-
imbursed and how? Mr, Morton
possesses the confidence of the
railroad magnates; have they
thought it well to have such arep-
resentative near the wielder of
the big stick—that unswerving
wielder who sometimes swerves?
These are only questions, to be
sure. But as the facts suggest
such questions, the people will do
well to watch, with a very great
watchfulness, Mr. Roosevelt’s
overtures to the railroads for reg-
ulating railroad trafficand author-
izing pools.

Almost frantic in their efforts
to throw upon democratic Demo-
crats the burden of responsibility
for the overwhelming defeat of
the Democratic party under plu-
tocratic control and with pluto-
cratic candidates for Iresident

and Vice-President, plutocratic
Democrats are attributing this
defeat in part to what the New
York World describes as a “mass
of clotted nonsense” in the plat-
form, the clotted nonsense being
the platform declaration that
“protection is robbéry,” On that
point the World fairly represent-
¢d the whole brood of Democratis
protectionists, when it said, in its
issue of the 1st, that the majority

l of Democrats do not believe it and

never believed it, and that in its
opinion no Democratic Congress
would pass a strictly free trade
revenue measure. As the tariff
question—involving as it does the
essential principle of freedom of
contract, untrammeled commerce,
unobstructed manufacturing, un-
monopolized transportation, un-
restricted employment, and busi-
ness freedom generally,—is the
really vital question in our na-
tional politics, this attitude of plu-,
tocratic Democrats is an impor-
tant consideration with reference
to the Democratic party’s future,

The assumption that no earnest
purpose stood behind those brave
words in the St. Louis platform
doubtless accounts for the refusal
of many free traders to vote for
Judge Parker. If no principles
were involved and the difference
between the parties was only one
of percentages, no wonder that ap-
athy chilled the Presidential can-
vass. On a question of right and
wrong, human pulses may be
stirred; but whether a man shall
be privileged by government to
take a smaller or a larger part of
the people’s earnings from them
in the form of a tariff tax, is an is.
sue which affords little scope for
enthusiasm. Under the circum-
stances, therefore, it was not
strange that the nation preferred
a candidate with definite avowals,
to the estimable but indefinite
Judge who was warmed into life
only at the campaign’s end.

If protection ir not robbery. to
what species of appropriation
does it belong? If it is wrong for
tariff to shelter a monopoly or
trust, as tariff tinkers concede,

why is it right for tariff to shelter
single individuals, engaged in o«-
cupations which enforce tribute
from their fellow citizens? Is
morality a guestion of numbers?
If not, why is it immoral for the
trust to pillage helpléss consum-
ers? 1f the kind of democracy
which is cherished by those who
condemn the candid anti-protec-
tion declaration of the 8t. Louis
platform is the kind that was rep-
resented by the Democratic party
in the recent campaign, then the
overwhelming defeat of the party
was richly merited. It wasin that
case o plutoeratic combination
with an alias,—its most urgent
need the grave-digger.

True democrats who are en-
rolled in the Democratic party, the
democratic Democrafs, will de-
cline to accept the dictum of those
for whom the World speaksin this
matter. They will rather sub-
scribe to the vigorous statement
of Henry Watterson, that “next
after the institution of African
slavery, for which the South was
no more responsible than the
North, the protective tariff is the
most monstrous instrument of
classism and greed, of legalized
robbery, jobbery and corruption,
which the rapacity of man and th2
malice of Satan have ever devised
to degrade and torture human-
kind.,” The assumption that no
Democratic Congress would pass
a strictly free trade revenue
measure is a matter upon which
men may reasonably differ. Pop-
nlar opinion determines what a
Congress in power will do, and
free trade popular opinion is fast
making. Such editorials as that
in the World are reminiscent of
the Tory editorials of England
when Cobden and Bright sought
to emancipate their countrvmen
from protection robbery. Yet a
Tory prime minister eventually ex-
ecuted the commands of the un-
popular “fanatics.” 8o in this
country popular feeling is begin-
ning torevolt at protection, and to
demand the total extermination
of this scheme of spoliation which
wears the mask of a benevolent
name.

=
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Some of the exposures in Law-
son's January ipstallment of
“Frenzied Finance,” corroborated
as they are by several of the impli-
cated persons, may welllead one to
ask whether government has not
gone clear beyond its legitimate
limitations, in undertaking to ad-
just private quarrels and to farm
out its own functions through
franchises. Would it not be far
better if it confined its activities
to the maintenance of public order,
the regulation of land tenures, in-
clusive of highways, and the col-
lection of the common revenues?
This would cut out corporate char-
ters, private monopolies, and pub-
lic debt-collecting. It wouldleave
individuals, where they should be
left, to deal with one another on
. the basis of personal integrity.
And why not? Why utilize publie
fTunctions fer the furtherance of
rascally private schemes? Why
not leave the raseals, little and big,
to swindle one another to theiv
hearts’ content, until each comes
to distrust the rest and swindling
«ceases to pay?

Not often are land speculators
-as candid in their operations as is
a New York investment company
»f which S8enator Depew is a di-
rector. In its advertisements it
invites the investment of hun-
«reds now in vacant lots which
“will become thousands within
the next few years,” and then
naively urges: “If you are open-
minded and want to get ahead, let
‘us tell you what the expenditure
-of over $350,000,000 is doing for
those who have intelligence and
foresight, and”—mind this, now—
“plant where others will till and
you reap.” Dlanting is euphe-
mistie, of course; it doesn’t mean
seed-planting in the ground
-either literally or metaphorically,
but money-planting in the promo-
ters’ office. The tilling and reap-
ing, howerver, are in a way quite
literal. And that is the trouble
with industrial affairs. There is
too much reaping by some where
others till, and consequently too
little reaping by the tillers them-
selves.  Senator Depew's com-
pany has truly found the explana-

tion. There is only one way, fun-

damentally, of reaping where otlh-
ers till, and that is by owning the
natural tillage place.

Bome newspaper comments on
the recent promotiqn of an aective
gentleman from the management
of the harvester trust to the man-
agement of one of the subsidiary
steel trusts, are not of a kind to
stimulate moral progress. This
man is deseribed as successful,
and his success is ascribed to his
having been always busy. What
he was busy at seems to cut no
figure; his example is commended
to the youth of the land absolutely
without reference to the object or
character of his incessant activity.
Take, for instance, this reflection
upon the matter by the Chicago
Tribune:

The degree of a marn’s success, wheth-
er in money getting, or writing, or scan-
ning the heavens for new stars, or run-
ning for office, usually depends a good
deal more upon the assiduity with
which he plies his trade than upon his
opportunities or natural talents. . .
The successful man is usually busy, and
the busy man Is usually successful.

Every word of that would applyas
well to a burglar, a forger, a sneak
thief, or a political grafter, as to
an honest worker. With a change
of the personal pronoun to the
feminine form, it would have ap-
plied as well three months ago to
Mrs. Chadwick as it does to-day to
the man whose success inspired
the reflection. This does not im-
ply that the activity of that ac-
tive gentleman has not been well
directed. He is possibly as useful
as he is busy. Nevertheless, it is
to be observed that big salaried
heads of trusts, such as he, are
usually selected less for their pro-
ductive than for their appropria-
tive skill.

With the death of Clinton Fur-
bish, which occurred in New Yorlk
on Christmas, there passed away
a remarkable man. Mr. Furbish
was intensely political in  his
tastes and associations, and, al-
though never a eandidate for elee-
tive oftice and but once an office-

holder, was widely intimate with

public men. His participation

in political movements dated back

to the Free Soil convention at

Pittsburg in 1852. He was anae-

tive Republican until the Green-

back party, with Peter Cooper at

its head, came into politics in 1876,

For this party Mr, Furbish was one

of the most effective stump speak-

ers; and he never abandoned its

doctrines, although he subse-
quently supplemented them with

the land-tenure doctrines of Henry
George, of whom he was a person-
al friend, and in whose campaign
for mayor of Greater New Yorkino
1897 bhe was a worker and adviser,
With Mr. George he had become
a supporter of (leveland in
1888% and in 1892, having mean-
time engaged in journalism in Chi-
cago, he was Ben T. Cable's
chief assistant in managing the
Western branch of Cleveland's
third campaign. It wasasaresult
of effective political work in this
connection that Mr. Furbish be-
came chief of the Bureau of Amer-
ican Republics at Washington, an
office which he vacated soon after
the close of Cleveland’s adminis-
tration. Although thus closely
associated officially with the ad-
ministration of President Cleve-
land when the influence of that ad-
ministration was exerted against
the election of Bryan, Mr. Furbish
made specches in the campaign of
1896 both in support of Bryanand
of the bimetallic theory of money
for which Bryan stood. To Mr.
Furbish, however, bimetallism
was less attractive in itself than
as a step toward the greenback
doctrines which he had never re-
linquished. By occupation he was
a patent expert, and after his re-
tirement from office he pursued
this vocation until his death. As
a newspaper man, Mr. Furbish's
prineipal work was done on the
Chicago News and the Chicago
Times, as editorial writer, and for
the Chicago Leader, a weekly po-
litical review of which he was
editor in the early 90's. A man of
tireless industry. of inexhaustible
resource, and of singular devotion
to his convictions, Mr. Furbish
was also a man of notable loyalty
to his friendships.
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POTENTIAL COMPETITION AND THE
TRUSTS.

A superficial concept of eco-
nomic law is apparent in most of
the current discussions of indus-
trial affairs. Writers, having a
general idea of the nature of com-
petition, and no knowledge what-
ever of the essential conditions of
monopoly, rush into the controver-
sial arena with an assurance that
kindles enthusiastic emulation in
shallow thinkers, who, perceiving
how easyitis, hasten to contribute
their quota of misinformation to
the general chaos that broods over
the field of economic speculation.

More or less of this is to be ex-
pected as a matter of course; and
it could be borne with patience, if
it were not for the well-grounded
suspicion that learned men, who
probably know better, contrive to
perpetuate it, for it is a deplor-
able faet that some of our fore-
most educators, preachers and ed-
itors give expression to views as
amazingly puerile, as palpably in-
valid, as those of the veriest tyro,
whose adequate incentive to lit-
erary endeavor is the poor hope of
seeing his name in print.

Perhaps this is an uncharitable
position to take; but the only al-
ternative is to ascribe inexcusable
ignorance of economic law, to men
who are justly famed for their
general erudition,

We have heard much of “publie
opinion” as a potential modifier of
economic error. But, unfortu-
nately, many of the foremost ex-
ploiters of this “remedy” discour-
age the evolution of public opinion
beyond the point of mere impotent
expression. For instance, they
acknowledge the authority of ex-
isting statute laws, that make in-

-equity possible, while protesting
against any proposed attempt at
amelioration by means of further
enactments! They are willing to
devote the trusts to the hazard
of publie disapproval, but not to
the impediment of specific law.
They would block the annulment
of existing law by virtue of which
alone the trust exists, and, leav-
ing the trust based npon and but-
tressed by law, require the public
to defend itself from exploitation
by means if moral suasion! For
how else can public opinion be-
come effective, if its power of in-
ducing legislation be denied?

Monopoly is a creature of legis-
lation. MHow could a monopolyex-
ist if its power was net confirmed
and protected by law? If it were
not for legislation no man could
own a piece of land. Public opin-
ion has resulted in legislation
which secures private ownership
of the source of raw materinls—
land. 1Is there any valid objec-
tion to such legislation? Public
opinion has resulted in legislation
that puts a higher tax upon some
valuable lands than upon some
other lands of less value—legisla-
tion based on difference in land
values. Is there any valid objec-
tion to such legislation? Would
there be any objection to legisla-
tive relief in a case where altered
conditions worked flagrant injus-
tice to the owners of land? Sup-
pose, for instance, that a rich and
highly taxed mineral tract be-
comes exhausted; would any sane
man object to a reduction of the
rate of taxation tosquare with the
changed conditions? Of course
not. Conversely, suppose that a
rich mine be discovered on an old
farm; could any man show just
canse why the rate of taxation
should not be advanced in this
case? Of course not. If, then,
the common sense of mankind
agrees as to cases in general, how
are we to account for the disagree-
ment in the particular case of the
trust? If we resort to legislation
as a matter of course in Y9 cases,
why stick at the one hundredth?
And the one hundredth case
being that of the trust, what
are we to think of the man
who in precisely this case, and
nowhere else, rises up to dissuade
society from its customary re-
course to legislation as a remedy
for what he admits to be an evil?

What stronger evidence of the
impotency of public opinion, per
se, could be adduced than that in
relation to the anthracite coal
monopoly during the strike? I'ub-
lic opinion was intense, and prae.
tieally all one wayv; but it had no
effeet whatever toward  curbing
the rapacity of the trust, which, on
the contrary, insolently defied pub-
lie opinion—and existing law, as
well, it is alleged—and. in the face

of a universal storm of in-
dignant, righteous protest, ad-

vanced the price of coal bevond
anything that had been known be-
fore. If practically unanimous
public opinion, roused to the high-

est tension, short of revolution,
was followed by the levy of an in-
creased tribute against the public,
would not the public, shorn of leg-
islative relief, better keep its opin-\
ion to itself? So much for the ef-
fectiveness of public opinion,
alone, as a remedy for the trust
evil!

The public has two arms for de-
fense: The one is legislation, the
other, revolution. Public opinion
expresses itself effectively only
when it strikes with the one or the
other of these; and it never strikes
with the latter till the former is
crippled. 1Is he a friend of peace
who would cripple legislation?

There is another economic soph-
irm, now much in vogue, that is
far more dangerous than the one
we have considered above, because
it is infinitely less obvious, and,
therefore, lends itself more read-
ily to the uses of mystification and
deceit. )

Potentialcompetitionis heralded
as an effective checkmate of mo-
nopoly by men who, in virtue of
their social or professional stand-
ing, enjoy a large measure of pub-
lic confidence. Whileitis difficult
to believe in the sincerity of the
exploiter of public opinion as a
trust remedy—its absurdity being
80 manifest—it is not to be won-
dered at that thinkers of the first
class, who, however, have not
made a special and profound study
of political economy, should fail
to apprehend the limitations of
competition.

The great majority of business
men, forever struggling, as they
are, against the buffetings of
strenuous competition, entertain
a nebulous notion that, somehow,
some time, that same alert, ag-
gressive principle of competition
will find out the trusts, and reduce
them, one and all, to the level c¢f
the common lot. True, there are
some who see more clearly than
the majority; but even these, for
the most part, postulate the prae-
tically inexhaustible resources of
nature as the ground of their hope,

The Chicago Record-Hevald, of
August 2, said, editorially, thar
President Schurman, of Cornell
university, “sees great possibili-
ties of evil in the power that the
trusts possess to make the public
pay exorbitant prices. He has
little confidence in legislation as a
remedy for trust evils, believing
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that the cure can be safely left to
public opinion, and to the influence
of potential competition, which
are, he says, ‘the only two effective
regulators.””

The Record-Herald, after point-
* ing out the ludicrousness of the
public opinion “remedy,” unsup-
ported by legislation, also reads
President Schurman a lesson that
he ought to have learned in the
A, B, Cclass in economics, namely,
that “competition cannot be ef-
fective except where industrial
<conditions give it free play, and
these conditions must often be es-
tablished by legislation.”

Intelligent readers generally
will agree to this position of the
Record-Herald. Buat what are the
industrial conditions necessary to
the free play of competition?
Manifestly they are conditions un-
der which the natural opportunity
1o compete is the same to all men.
If the laws are such that one man,
or some men can secure to them-
selves natural opportunity from
which the rest of society is ex-
<luded, we have not potential com-
‘petition, but potential monopoly.
For inequality of natural opportu-
nity is the basic principle of mo-
nopoly. It makes competition im-
possible.

Potential competition means, of

<ourse, possible competition. Is
competition possible with, for in-
stance, the anthracite coal trust?
There are people who will answer
ves to this question. They will say,
for instance, that though the trust
-owns all the anthracite coal there
is, yet, the price of antlracite can-
not rise too high without inducing
competition from the soft coal
fields. No doubt if the price of
anthracite be advancedtoofar, soft
«<oal and other fuels will take its
place.  But is that competition?
Ruppose, for the purpose of illns-
tration, that anthracite coal could
be produced as cheaply as bitumi-
nous, and that ils recognized util-
ity value were twice that of the lat-
ter; sinee the monopoly owns all
there is of anthracite, “potential
competition” could by no meauns
prevent the monopoly from realiz-
ing a profit equal to that on bitu-
minous coal — plus the total
selling price of the latter! If
that would not constitute a case
of monopoly, it is certainly so near-
1y like it as to preclude the need
of any other term by which to des-
ignate it.

Competition and monopoly can-
not coexist in relation to one thing.
Effective competition is the
negative of monepoly, and vice
versa. But monopoly rests upon
a very much narrower basis than
is commonly supposed, even by
students of political economy. A
further quotation from the Record-
Herald editorial above referred to
will serve to illustrate this fact;
I quote: “Any trust which mo-
nopolizes natural materials —as
the steel trust some time con-
ceivably may—would not be open
to such (competitive) regulation.”

The idea here seems to be that
the steel trust must own prac-
tically all of the natural materials
in order to forestall potential com-
petition. But that is an error.
Of course, the steel trust, so called,
could not be the sole beneficiary
of the steel monopoly, unless it
owned all of the economically ac-
cesgible sources of supply. But
the effect of monopoly upon all
but its beneficiaries is the same,
whether the monopoly is owned by
one man, or a thousand, whether
by one corporation, or a half dozen.
The United States Steel corpora-
tion is composed of a large num-
ber of individuals. Suppose that
it come into possession of all the
sources of steel supply, either by
purchase, or by merging with oth-
er owners; what addition would
that make to the necessary con-
ditions of monopoly? None what-
ever. The consumer could be made
to pay a monopoly price in either
case.

But for the present, confining
our consideration to the “steel
trust,” for the sake of simplicity,
I assert that its power of monop-
oly will be ample if it own mevely
such sources of raw materials as
are forthe time being economically
accessible.  The faect that there
are inexhaustible stores of iron
ore at present uneconomically sit-
wited, either as to location or qual-
ity, has no bearing on the guestion.
If the trust can supply the iron
needed by the country at a lower
price than it can be supplied for
from remoter mines, then the
trust van exiaet 4 monopoly price
for its product. The existence of
millions of acres of remoter min-
eral lands would not make compe-
tition possible,

The trust can exact a price equal
to cost—plus what would be the
additional cost of producing from

remoter mines, thus realizing a
profit, while the operators of the
latter mines would make no profit
at all.. The fact, therefore, that
the trust can sell-at a price below
what it would cost to produce
from mines less favorably situat-
ed, will enable it to exact a price
indefinitely higher than it would
cost to produce from such mines.
Its power to undersell would en-
able it to ruin any corporation
that should invest its millions
with the purpose of competing.
It is the consciousness of this fact
that prevents capitalists from op-
erating the unused mines.

The price that the trustactually

charges is not the question. The
real question is: How low a price
can it accept without incurring
loss? If it is within its power to
supply the demand at a lower price
than anybody else could accept.
then, manifestly, it can defeatall
attempts at competition. Wheth-
er college presidents know this or
not, capitalists know it, and there-
fore they seldom attempt to com-
pete so long as conditions continue
as described.
. Again, it is not necessary that
the steel trust own even a major-
ity of the economically accessible
sources of supply in order to the
maintenance of monopoly prices.
It is only necessary that they that .
own these sources of supply,
whetlier many or few in numberof
individuals or corporations. shall
agree upon the plan of chargingall
that the traffic will bear, as the
rule, and of selling at, or below
cost, when necessary to destroya
would-be competitor. In a word,
harmony of action among the own-
ers (few or many, as the case may
be) of the operating mines, and of
such new mines as shall be from
time to time pnt into operation—
harmony is all that is necessary
in order to monopoly, with all that
the word implies.

The fact that monopolies do not
at all times exaet exorbitant
prices is apt to mislead the un-
wary. Monopolies overdo the
thing sometimes, even from the
monopoly point of view, tosuchan
extent as to seriously impair the
market for their own products.
Under such circumstances they
may drop prices to the normal
level, or even below it, for a time.
They will do, in fact, and as a mat-
ter of course, whatever they shall
be able to agree is for their own
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best interests. If they have plun-
dered the public so ravenously as
to bring on a panic and buginess
depression, they will, in some
cases, if not in all, voluntarily cur-
tail prices until the general condi-
tion of trade shall indicate the pos-
sibility of another successful raid.

I do nat wish to be understood
as saying that monopolists always
exercise their power to the limit of
possibility. They do that which
they deem expedient for them-
selves. The point is, that under
the exisiting regime, ownership of
the economically accessible
sources of raw materials carries
with it the power of monopoly, and
that this economic law is persist-
ent. That is to say, the same will
be true when ore mines that are
now undeveloped shall come with-
in the range of economical accessi-
bility.

Legislation is the father of this
evil, and nothing but eounteract-
ing legislation will suffice to
cure it.

The owners are lawfully pos-
sessed of the sources of raw ma-
ierials, and nothing but adequate
taxation can prevent them from
securing the monopoly value that
is involved in such ownership.

That equitable taxation is the
true potential corrective may be
easily demonstrated thus: Sup-
pose that the natural conditionsin
relation to the steel trust's
sources of supply are such that it
can produce at a dollar a ton less
than it would cost to produce from
anyothersource. Increase the rate
of its land value tax to the equiva-
lent of adollara ton of its product,
and you thus correet the inequal-
ity of natural conditions. Its pro.
ducing cost, plus the increased
land tax, would exactly equal the
producing cost, plus the lesser
land tax of the previously unde-
veloped mines, thus placing the
trust and its would-be competitor
upon an equal footing, From this
time onward the steel trost, in-
stead of enjoying the field alone,
and therefore charging all thai
the traffic would bear. would be
compelled to court trade by means
of accepting as low a price as itx
competitor should fix. You see,
its competitor wonld not permit it
to add the amount of its increased
land value tax to the selling price
of the product. The competitor is
after business, and he will “make

T L S—

a price” that the trust will have to
meet; a price that will not only
prevent the trust from adding the
tax to selling price, but that will
compel it to drop from the monop-
oly price altitude to a competitive
price level.

Inequitabletaxation of land val-
ues is manifestly, then, the basic
condition of potential monopoly.
Potential monopoly inheres in pri-
vate ownership, where taxation is
not adjusted to varying values.
Under such conditions, the bene-
fits of monopoly potentially ac-
crue to the owners, lawfully and:
inevitably, whether the number of
the owners be ten or ten thousand.

If all the economically accessi-
ble mineral lands be owned by 100,-
000 people, in a population of 80,
000,000, then it is possible to com-
pel the 79,900,000 to pay a monop-
oly price for the mineral products
of the country; unless taxationap-
propriate the monopoly value of
the mineral lands.

The law of monopoly price is to
“charge all that the traffic will
bear”; all that the public can
stand without becoming so badly
crippled as to involve the monop-
olist also in loss. But, possessing
this arbitrary power, the monopo-
list sometimes inadvertently over-
reaches so far as to cause indus-
trial reverse, at which point panie,
or at least, apprehension, will
cause the people to “retrench,”
which means general curtailment
of demand for industrial product,
business stagnation, comrsequent
waste of eapital, disemployvment
of labor, intensified destructive
competition, widespread bank-
ruptey, hard times.

What then? 1Is the destiny of
human gociety to be forever at the
merey of monopoly?. God forbid!
The essential difference between
monopoly and competitive indus.
try is that the former is rooted in
the earth (to horrow a simile from
the “Ethics of Demoeracy™), while
the latter is  entirely  above
ground. Land value is the poten-
tial root of monopoly. Increase
the tax upon this *root.” and you
strike monopoly without touching
competitive industry. Inerease
the tax upon this “root” just far
enough, and you utterly destroy
monopoly, thus permitting the be-
neficent natural law of competi-
tion to distribute its benefits to

deserts, and metamorphosing the
common struggle for existence
into a joyous rivalry in the pursuit
of excellence of service and prod-
uct, in a universal industrial field
where poverty is unknown, and
wherein material eondition indi-
cates the social value of the indi-
vidual; an industrial field wherein
hopeful, happy men and women
will perform the world's work,
each in his or her self-chosen

little children, freed from the rack

of pitiless toil, will romp and laugh

in the ecstasy of normal being.
EDWARD HOWELL PUTNAM.

EDITORIAL CORRESFONDENCE.

CANADA.

Toronto, Dec. 26.—Toronto is now in
the throes of the annual munmicipal
election, and in addition to the usual
batch of aldermen and other muunici-
pal officers to.be voted for, the follow-
ing question is to be submii.ed to the
people:

“*Are you in faver of the City obtaining
power from the Legislature to exempt
dwelling houses from taXation to the extent
of seven hundred dollars of the assessed
value; said exemption to include ail buiid-
Inga used as dwellings but not to apply to
the land, and not in any way to affect the
right 1o vote on sald property 7"

This is the result of nearly two
years' work. It began with the
Federation for Majority Rule, which
was organized largely by tae efforis
of Mr. Robert Tyson, and Mr. James
Simpson of the Trades and Labor
Council. This organization succeeded
in pledging 21 out of the 22 members
of the City Council for this year, to
submit any question to the voters,
within the powers of the City Council,
when requested to do so by a petition
representing eight per cent. of the
voters.

In September the Single Tax Asso-
ciation, taking advantage of the pres-
sure of the house famine which is very
keenly felt just now, circulated a pe-
tition. After reciting the facts about
the scarcity of house accommodation,
and that our present system of taxa-
tion , discriminates against the build-
ing of small houses, and that an ex-
emption such as proposed would dis-
courage the holding of land idle and
would encourage the building of that
class of houses of which Toronto is
in the greatest need, thereby Increas-
ing the number of houses and lowering
rents, this petition asked that the
question above stated be submitted to
the electors at the next January elec-
tions. It is estimated that there are
about 40,000 names of voters on the
voting nsts. The number of petition-
ers is 3.750.

When the matter came up before the
Council it was referred to a committee

each individual according to his

which unanimously recommended it

sphere, and wherein the tender’
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The Board of Control also passed it,
but asked the Assessment Commis-
sioner for a report as to how it wouiu
affect the assessment generally and
what eclass of property would be ben-
efited and what would have to bear
an increased burden of taxation. His
report is interesting reading, especial-
ly in view of the fact that he is strong-
ly biased against the measure. Fol-
lowing are some of his main facts and
figures:

The total assessment of the city is
$148,813,071, and the exemption would
reduce it to $122.613,971, necessitating
an increase in the tax rate from 19 to
23.06 mills. The exemptions would af-
fect three classes of dwellings; those
assessed for $700 and under, upon
which taxation would be abolished;
those assested at over $700 and under
$4,000, on which taxation would be re-
duced; those assessed at over $4,000,
upon which taxation would be in-
creasgd. He then proceeded to show
that there were 20,747 houses assessed

At less than $700, 19,318 assessed at

over $700 and less than $4,000, and
only 3.290 assessed at over $4,000. The
exemption on the first ciass would be
$10,353,500 and on the second class
$13,622.600. Of the first class 15,125
are occupied by tenants, and of the
second class 12,026; while of the third
or more expensive class only 1,327, or
less than half, are occupied by tenants.
He then gives a table showing the
saving of taxes upon a house assesseq
at $1,000 to be $12.18;. at $4,000 the tax
is increased by 10 cents; on a $10,000
house the increase amounts to $24.46;
and on a $5¢,000 house to $186.86. He
then shows that vacant lot holders will
have to pay $28,420 more than they
pay now.

Opponents of the measure are rais-
ing the cry that the measure will ben-
efit the owners of small properties and
not the tenants, as the owners will not
reduce the rents,

The report of the Assessment Com-
missioner also calls attention to the
fact that nearly 30 per cent. of the
property benefited belongs to non-resi-
dents,

In reply to these objections the sin-
gle taxers are getting out 40,000
pamphlets and as many dodgers, and
will have one in the hands of every cit-
izen by elecrion time if possible. They
are also hilling the city with posters:
“Vote for the 3700 Exemption and
Lower Rents.” and “End the House

Famice.” They get very litile assist-
ance from the papers, except the
Star. This paper has a single tax

editor, who has given Mr. A. W. Roe-
buck a free hand to write up the mat-
ter.

The single taxers are hopeful of get-
ting a =s=afe majority. Their next
trouble will be with the legislature.
But they declare they are in the fizht
to win and will stay with it until
they do.

ALAN C. THOMPSON,

BUFFALO.

Buffalo, Dec. 25.—Another referen-
dum vote (p. 453) is to be had hereitthe
Referendum League can bring it about.
The petition is being actively pushed
under the general direction of Mr. Stoclk-
ton, president of the League. Itcallsfor
a vole on three questions:

1=8hail legisiation be enacted amending
the charter of the city of Bufralu, by re-
quiring that all acts granting property or
franchises to persons or corporations in =aid
city, shall be submitted to the people of Buf-
falg at eiection before taking effect?

2—8hail legislation be enacted providing
for a direct primary nominating e.ections
law for Buffalo, In substance similar to the
law enacted by the people of the Siate of
Oregon, on June 6, 19047

3—Shall the city of Buffalo own and op-
erate an electric lighting and power plant
for the benerit of Itself and its inhabitants?

The eirculation of the petition is of
great educational effect, as the ques-
tions have to be explained.

The municipal electric lighting plant
question {s of special importance just
now. On December 2, 1895, the ecity
granted to several companies the right
to lay conduits in the streets for the pur-
pose of distributing throughout the city
electricity from Niagara Falls, and the
grant provided that the conduits should
be built of such size that as much space
as was used by the granteesshould be re-
served for the use of the city, and If the
city began to utilize it for its own pur-
poses within ten years it should have the
right to use it free of charge. Thereare
about 15 miles of such conduits laid
within the city. A’s the city is about to
sign a flve-year contract with the gas
company for lighting part of the streets,
an effort is being made to prevent the
signing of the contract and have the city
lay electric cables in the conduits and
use incandescent, light in the lampposts,
which, with the connecting gas pipes,
the city owus. This course would save
the city's rights in the conduits and at
the same time strike a blow at the gas
company, whose action has been partie-
ularly offensive in making the citizens
pay a minimum charge of 50 cents a
‘month in express violation of the stat-
ute which prohibits a meter charge, and
who have refused to make a progressive
decrease in the price of gas, which the
statute also requires, At the same time
the gas company has been asking the
city for the privilege of supplying
part water gas. which their grant
forbids. but which. it is claimed in some
quarters. they are supplying at ths
present time.

A momentary wave of indignation has
swept the city in regard to the fran-
chise tax valuations of the street rail-
way companies by the State board of tax
commissioners. These valuations for
the year 1905 are $4.300.000 for the Inter-
national Railway Company and $1.340,-
000 for the Crosstown Street Railway
Company, Hearings were had before
the board, in which Mr, J. U. Adams, the

only Democratic councilmian elected on
the city ticket last year, and the man
whom the whole city is talking about as
the Democratic candidate for Mayor
next year, appeared and asked foranin-
crease in the valuation. The Corpora-
tion Counsel also presented figures o
show that the International franchise
was worth from eighteen to twenty-two
millions. But their efforts were with-
out effect. ' The statute prescribes no
method for valuing franchises and the
tax commission has refused to disclote
the methods by which it arrives at its
results.

‘What hurts Buffalo is that the street
railroads are paying less to the city now
than they did before the franchise tax
law was enacted. Under a contract
made with the city ip 1881 or 1892 the
companies pay the city a percentage of
their gross receipts varying according
to the amount received; 2 per cent. when
under $1,500,000; 214 per cent. when over
$1,600,000 and under $2,000,000; and 3
per cent when over §2,000,000. Under
the franchise tax law these percentages
are deducted from the franchise tax.
The city formerly based the percentages
and taxes upon the physical property it
the streets. Now the physical property
in the streets is included in the franchise
tax, with the net result that the city loses
by reason of the law.

Another matter, one which is exasper-
ating the people in the southern partof
the city, is the action of the railroads in
holding up the proceedings to abate the
floods in their sections. The Buffalo
river and Cazenovia creek annuallyover-
flow and flood a considerable ares, caus-
ing great damage to the property and
health of the people by reason of the
backing up of sewers and filling of cel-
lars with water, and some of the streets
are submerged to a depth of five or six
feet. The floods are increased by rea-
son of the abutments and piers of rail-
road bridges where the tracks cross the
streams, These are fixed bridges which
have been legalized hy the Jegislature.
Plans to abate the floods by stralght-
ening, widening and deepening the
channel have been prepared and em-
inent domain proceedings have been
commenced by the city to tale the nec-
essary land. These proceedings were
contested by the railroads, which have
two things to fear: First, new railroad
bridges will have to be built. which the
charter provides must be swing or liit
bricges. and there is also the possibilty
that the national government will take
a hand and prescribe the kind of bridges
to be built. Second, the deepening of
the channel will make the river naviga-
ble for large boats and add a large
amount of available water front. The
city's immense harbor facilities are at
present monopolized by the railroads.
The foregoing objections of the rail-
roads were referred to a referee L0 hear,
try and determine, and were all sus-
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tained. An appeal has been taken by
the city.

There are enough reasons, truly, to
make this a radical city; and the people
are beginning to wake up and take no-
tice of their city government. Mean-
while, the Referendum League is the
center of all radical activity and is-at
present the citizens’ only hope of sal-
vation. :

I should like to urge all public-spirit-

ed citizens in New York State to work
for the establishment of the referenduin
by obtaining public opinion ordinances
like ours, and by asking their assem-
blymen and senators to pass a general
public opinion law. This would
strengthen our hands in Buffalo. My
opinion is that radical legislation will be
secured finally, not through a political
party, new or old, but through the ref-
. A\

erendum.
ALBERT H. JACKSON.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, Dec. 29.

Offieial returns of the recent
Presidential election (p. 582) show
the completed totals to have been
as follows:

Roosevelt (Rep.).vvveen.ce..- 1,627.632
Parker (Dem.)...ca0veeveae. .. 5,080,064

Rep. plurality...... .. 2,647.578

|

Debs (S0C.).v.veenns veveeeere 391,587
Corregan (Soc. Lab.)......... 33,453

Total Soclalist....... ...t 425,020
Swallow (Pro.)....... veveeees 260,303
Wateom (Peo.).....coovnns wees 114,637
Holcomb (Continental)....... 830

—

Total VOte....evsussninsss. 13,508,496
Republican majority........ 1,746,768

.

Percentages. 1862, 1806, 1800 1%,
Republivan ... EYI0 T ) S B 3 fdj.-l
Democratic ... 3.1 #6.s 450 876
Boviailst ........ (LT .0 .5 2.9
Socinlist Labor 3w oed 03

Totil Socia.dst L3 el ey 3.2
Prohibition .. L2300y 1.5 1.»

OpleTR L w0 e 0“3 .Y
Contirental ..... PO (R U U U U T}
LG, Demuocratic UR U O R TN B (R
National ...ooes [ERTIE (O SR U R R

An uprising in the island of
Samar, Philippines, was reported
last week, the character of which
is not very well indicated. The
most definite information came
from Washington in a press dis-
patch under date of the 24th. It
was as follows:

The War Department was officially ad-
vised to-day by Gen. Corbin, command-
ing the Department of the Philippines,
of the uprising in Samar, in which one
lieutenant and a numberof enlisted men

of the Philippine scouts were killed.
The cablegram is as follows: “The
Pulajones are on the war path in Samar
in considerable numbers, as may be
jucged from the following: On Novem-
ber 10 about 400 Pulajones and several
hundred volunteers joined in an attack
on a detachment of twenty Philippine
scouts at Oras, Samar, Killed: One
hospital corps man; wounded, twelve
Philippine scouts; missing, five, sald to
have been boloed while in the river. All
bodies badly mutilated. And again on
December 16 Second Lieutenant Stephen
K. Hayt-and thirty-seven enlisted men,
Thirty-eighth company, Philippine
Scouts, killed by Pulajones at Dolores,
Samar. First Lieutenant George F. Ab-
bott requests help from military author-

ities. Town threatened by 1,000 Pula-
jones. Situation eritical in both in-
stances. [ offered the Philippine gov-

ernment all the assistance desired. As
yet none has been accepted.

Formal organization of the
commission of inquiry into the
circumstances of the firing by
a Russian fHeet into a fleet of
British fishing vessels in the Nortb
Sea (p. 553) was effected on the
290. when the commission ad-
journed to the 9th of January.

The Czar of Russia has ad-
vanced somewhat in the direction
of acknowledging the demands of
the Zemstvos Congress (p. 852).
he having issued on the 26th an
imperial decree directing his min-
isters to formulate plans for ef-
fecting -certain reforms which he
enumerates. In substance the re-
forms so decreed in principle are
cabled as follows:

1. A just and equable enforcement of
existing laws. with a view 1o cecuring the
harmonious administration of all the
courts,

2. Zemstvoorganization. with a view
to giving the widest ]atitude and auton-
omy to the various zemstvos, calling ad-
ditional zemstvo representatives where
reguired. and creating smaller zemstvo
urits, capable of dealing cirectly with
the local needs of the peasants

3. Equality of all citizens before the
law, this tcuching the much mooted
question of peasant equality before the
COurts,

4. A scheme of workmen's assurance
fur the benefit and participation of fac-
tory workers throughout the Empire,

3. Security of eitizens against arbi-
trary arrest and immunity from harsh
action of the police, exeept in the cases
of persons krown to be conspiring to
commit overt acts against the etability
of the State,

6. The religious freedom of all sub-
jects of the Empire without respect 10
creed or manner of worship.

7. Abolition of all unnecessary re-
pressive laws, leaving in force only
thuse designed for the participation of
peasants and for the benefit generally of
subjects of the Empire.

8. The fullest possible measure of
liberty to the press, and the removal, as
far as possible, of the various restrictive
laws,

"ith reference to these subjects
the decree orders the council of
ministers to examine the best way
of giving them effect and to submit
to the Czar at the earliest possible
date its decisions as to the further
shape of these measures in their
prescribed order.

NEWS NHOTES.

—A company for the publication of
a magazine to be edited by Thomas E.
Watson, People's party candidate for
President, was incorporated in New
York on the 27th, with a capital of $125,-
U0 at $10 a share. '

—The first annual meeting of the
American Political Science Association
opened at Chicago on the 28th, jointly
with the American Historical and the
American Economic Associations,

—S8uit was brought by the United
States 'in St. Paul on the 2Tth to re-
strain the paper trust from doing busi-
ness {n violation of the national anti-
trust law. It is charged that a large
number of paper companies, defend-
ants in the case, have entered into an
agreement to control the output, dis-
tribution and price of print paper
through the General Paper company,
another defendant, as their sales agent.

—Cotton growers of the South are re-
ported to have agreed to destroy 2,000,-
000 bales of cotton, in order to diminish
the output and thereby restore prices.
Previous to this agreement 3,000 bales
were burned at Fort Gaines, Ga., on the
28th. The possibleoutput for this year,
according to government reports, is 11.-
$48,113. For 1903 it was 8,747,669. On
that showing the New York price had
dropped to a point which would yielc
but & cents a pound on the plantations,
whereas the cost of production is 6}2.

. —A call for a world's single tax cca-
ference, to be held at Fairhope, Ala.,
beginning February 15. 1305, has been
issued by the Fairhope Single Tax Cor-
puration. Persons expecting to attend
are requested to notily E. B. Gaston, of
Fairhope. The call announces that "1t
ls rnot the purpoze of the Corporation 2
seek in any way to make this an offi-
cial conference or to give its delibera-
tivns any further authority than the
number and character of those attending
would naturally give.”

—A unique dramatic production isan-
nounced for nexy July by the cottagers
at Twilight Park in the Catskills. Un-
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der the direction of Charles Trier, late
stage manager for Edward Sothern,
Irving's story of Rip Van Winkle is to
be performed in the open air “on the
very spot where the scene of the story is
laid—on the southern slope of Kaaters-
kill Clove, in the immediate vicinlty ot
Santa Cruz Falls,” near Palenville
which is supposed to be the original of
Irving's old Dutch village of Fallicg
Water.

—The London County Council, No-
vember 22, by a vote of 85 to 30, adopted
a resolution in favor of the taxation ot
land values. At the election for mem-
bera of the Glasgow Council, twg weeks
earlier, 20 out of the 26 candidates elect-
ed were pledged supporters of the taxa-
tion of land values. On October 25, the
City Council of Bradford, England,
passed a resolution in favor of the taxa-
tion of land values almost without op-
position, except that the Tory members
walked out of the Council chamber
without voting; and on the 16th ult. the
Board of Guardians of the same city
unanimously deeided to cooperate with
the municipal and other rating author-
ities, in seeking powers to tax land
values,

IN OONGRESS.

Thia teport Is an abstract of the Congressional
Record, 1he official report of Congression) proceed-
Ings. 1t includes all matters of general interest, and
[ qnn':’u.h thelru ilsmre 0f the Record at hand III»DIE

0ing Tess, l'nge refetences are tu the pages o

ol. 4 of Lhat pubﬁcutlan. e

‘Washington, Dec, 19-21.
Senate.

Without doing any business of general
Interest on the 19th, the Senate adjourned
to the 218t (p, 403). and on tke 21st. pursuant
to concurrent resolutlon, it adjourned unti!

* January 4.

House, .

On the 18th the Philipplne bill, as amend-
ed by the Senate, wus referred to the com-
mittee on insular affairs (p, 418, and ad-
Journment was taken to the 21=t, when,
without furtler business of fmportance
ard pursuant Lo concurrent resolution of
both houscs, the House aujourned to Jan-
uury 4,

Record Notes.—Represertative Baker
on vulgar dispiay at inaugural ceremonies
(p, 42y,

PRESS OPINIONS,

THE POWER OF THE RICH.

Boston Herald (ind., Dec. 22.—The tre-
mendous enhbarcement of the power of the
rich in determining the aims of jeglsintion
and regulating by partiality the -
ment of the Jaws, is a national pe :
must he curbed in time or it will
sraction of freedom and happiness. [Un-
less an end Is put to the avarice of urcon-
trodled monopoly, which r is the mass
of the peopie as its legitimate prey, the
peopie generally will have no share in the
pratit of cheapened production secured by
svidicated capital.  The immediate, jm-
perative duty of government under exisi-
Ing circumstances is to put an end to pri-
vate monopoly In ail its forms. This mauy
be accomp’ished  and  is  being  uc-
compilshed in some  degree, so far as
the smaller local monopolies are con-
cerned, by municipal ownership of pubiic
utilities in the public Interest, dispossess-

ing the caplitaiists of their power to extort
unreasonab.e and oppressive profits by
means of invaluable franchises corruptly
procured and ineffectually conditioned.
But these local monopolies, evil as they
often are, are not the worst, because they
are limited In the scope of their operation.
The railroad system rapidly being concen-
trated in the hands of a few men, and used
arbitrarily and crue.ly to promote or to
crush the competitlon of industries, and to
make those that are favored partners in
their plundering motive, these ard thre
great industrial and commercial trusis that
fatten on governmeni bounty and make
it thelr chief end to destroy competition,
demand the most serious attention of cit-
lzens who have not sunk in greed their love
of right. of fairness and of country. The
tlme is ripe for a vigorous patriotic cru-
sade against those souliess corporations,
which atm at nothing less than ownership
of the political organism of tke nation,
leglslative, .executive and judicial, and its
complete subordination to thelr selfisti ma-
terialism. They would buy elections with
money or subveuntlon, and place their at-
torneys In every office to serve their ascend-
ancy and their wrongdolng.

LAWSON'S DISCLOSURES,

Springfieid Republican (ind.), Deec. 23
(w'kly ed.).—1s it because they are true
that they have been permitied to go on
unchallenged? Is this the reason why a
distinguished promoter of Boeston, charged
with bribing the Massachusells jegisla-
‘ture, with places, dates and other details
pretty distinctly specified, has made no
effort thus far to clear kimself? s this
why Mr. Rogers, of the Standard Oll trust,
who has tigured far more conspicuousiy
in the alleged exposures—which all the
country Is reading—has taken no action
until the apgearance of the present or Jan-
uary Installment? Things have heen al-
leged against the Amalgamated Copper
company which, 1f truce, would place that
coneern in a positlon under thke law to
conduct prosecutions likely to prove costly
to the utterers and disseminators of the
libel, But the company, so far as known,
or the men responsibie for i:s conduct, have
tuken Do action, Is this because the
charges are true, or berause the Amalga-
mated insiders would prefer to let them
pass rather than risk being compelled o
bring the books and affairs of this blind
pool into court for pubiic exposure?

THE BOON OF A JOB.
Johnstown (Pao) Daily Democrat iDem.).
Dee, 2b—How kind nailire sometimes |s!

Just at a moment when New York charity
is taxed as it never was taxed before to

rted idie-

meet the exigencies of unpre
Fesg and consegquent Jistress gos
blows up which ealls for the s
2300 mien in elearing the sireets,

Jmost af providential as the Chi
the Charlestan cartiguake, the J

UBo Tire,
nstown

and Galveston Hocds and the Baltimore
contlagration. Al these guve lois of work
to men joosking anxiousiy for johs. They
by S0 much made good tines,

ple were really anxious to b
alwayvs with them, we do not
don’t burn a rcity wlen a 1
carthaquake ora tood deesn't happen alung
upportunely,

MISCELLANY

A FINANCIER.
For The Pubife,
Dab! say, Dab! tie vggs are gone—all
gone!
Why do you use them up so awful fast?
'T was gniy one short week ago, 1 bought
Enough for more than one full month to
lasz,™”

“Oh

“Now, Miss ' said Dah, "don't yo' go blam-
In" me;
'T wan't I dat took dem algs. Ole Mose
aln't true;
He don’t count stralght.
he done
Gone sell yo' many when he seil yo' few.”

He mak’ believe

"*Bo, 80" the mistress mused as she walked
off;
"0ld Mose defrauds me, does he, with his
count?
Well, when that darkey next time brings
me eggs,
I'll take good care he leaves the fuil
amount."

Ere long old Mose jogged solemn into town,
Behind a mule in harness with a steer;
His two-wheeled wagon creaking "neath

its load
Of light wood, butter, eggs, and corn in
ear.

Dah’s mistress sallied forth. “Unk’ Mase,”
sald she,
“I wish to buy five dozen eggs; and more
Than that, Unk’ Mase, I want to watch the
count,
And see you number off the full three
score."

“A’ right,” old Mose replied: *‘jus’ yo' gf’
me
Yo' bausket, un I count dese aigs, each
one,
Afo’ y0' berry eves. Yo' watch me now,
Un keep on watchin® "twell I fahly done.”

Then Mose began to count. “Yeah's one,
un tew,
Un thee, un fo'," he said; and then, with
one
Egg resting in his hand, in much concern

He asked: °Yo' boy, whah Le now done
bin gone?’
“My son? Oh, he's in Charleston in a

bank."”
“He in a bank! Yo' don'tdone tole meso!
Dat little honey wukin' in a bank!

Dat littie fel’! Why, how ole am ke,
dough? .
“My son, Unk’ Mose, is eighteen vears of
age.”
“Eigh-teen! Da’'s so; I reckin’ vo’ say
true.

Eigk-teen! Dat little boy so o!d as cat’
Eigh-teen! vigh-teen! How swif'iy time

done flew! .

“Eigh-te2n—eigh-teen, rine-teen, twen-tee,
twent'one,
Twent'-tew, twent’-thee,
yo' gal, whah she?
“My daughter, Mose, is marriel—" “Wkat'
dat gal!
Sims lak I yis'day jogged
Knee!

twent’-fo'—'n

kuh on my

“Fmpah?dat litile, teeny gal dene splice’
Da’s queer. Da’s queer. Why, how oleam
de gal?”
“She's thi

-four years o!d; Urk’ Mcse.”
“Wh ¥7
She thi'ty-fo 7 dat little bi: Miss Sal?
“TEi'ty-fo' —thi'ty-fo’, —thi'ty-f', thi'ty-
sick, thi'ty-sev—

Why, wo', yvo'sef, ain't mon absot
fo't-fi".

“0 shaw, I'nk’ Mose, don't vou make fun
of me:

I'm fifty-five years old this very day.”

“Ke, ye! T reckin' I dore gwine helieb
Dat yo' so oie as fifty-A' —1y-fi"!
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Yo' own self, fifty-i'! Af'-i'! g'way dare!
Why, you'se a baby, chile, beside'n I!”

Ty —"ty-f"="ty-fi’", 'tyksick, 'ty-sev,
'Ty-elght, "ty-nine, un sickty! Dare's you
'mount;
Fi' dozen nice fresh eggs, besldes one mo’,
Dis double yelker egg, to make good
count.”

Arnd when Dah's mistress took the eggs to
Dah,
“Now, Dah,” she sald, ‘‘these eggs are
three full score;
1 heard old Moses count them one by one,
And saw him at the last add one egg

more.”"
L.F. P,

THE TARIFF ON MUD.
From the New York Sun of December 20,
1904.

—

In West Ninetieth street a new mud
Dbath was opened last Thursday. When
the barrels of a epecial brand of mud
consigned to the proprietor from south-
ern [taly fell into the hands of customs
inspectors his troubles began.

“What is it?” asked the inspectors,
tapping the barrel.

“Fango,” sald the mud man.

“What's fango?’ Inquired the in-
epectors.

*Mud,” replied the proud proprietor.

“And you're {mfporting 17 barrels of
mud?”

“T am.”

“What's the matter with New York
mugd?”

“It isn’t medicinal.”

“Oh, New York mud isn’t medicinal.”

The inspectors fell to and burrowed.
They burrowed clear through to the bot-
tom of three barrels. Then they rested
and swore. Not having discovered any
jewelry or lace hidden in the strange
importation, the next probiem that pre-
sented itself was how much to assess
Ttalian mud. After racking thelr brains
for several ‘weeks they assessed the mud
at a dollar a barrel. -

So, if there are a million barrels of
mud in a square mile, it would cost
$204.092,000,000 to import France.

MAN WITH A HARD TIME.

The man who takes wild land on the
border of a village and starts In to clear
up and build and get a llving from the
land by his labor is the man who has
a hard time. First he is compelled to
pay a most unrighteous price for the
land, since the speculator is so lightly
taxed that he can hold on indefinitely
unless the purchaser comes to his terms.
But houses do not build themselves,
nor does the land plow itself, or pota-
toes grow spontaneously. Usually the
man has not only spent all his money,
but is under a mortgage, with interest
charges to meet. The assessor can see

the house with both eyes and needs no
spectacles or spyglasses to find it. When
the house is done the speculator raises
the price of the next lot, but if anyone
says the taxes on that lot should be in-
creased the cry Is raised: “If that thing
is to be done what is to become of the
poor widow who has Invested her hard-
earned money in land, thinking it the
safest?” Nearly always the “poor wid-
ow"” is some city speculator with super-
fluous cash which he wants to invest
where his industries and enterprising
neighbgrs will put value into his in-
vestments by improving the neighbor-
hood, and then kindly pay his share of
taxes for him. Why is not somebody
feeling sorry for the poor widow who
owns a house? Does not the man who
clears up land and builds, work as hard
as the man who merely owns the wild
land and lets other people work for
him? and did he not work as hard for
the purchase money he invested? A
town is improved by houses—not empty
lots. If a place is ever to grow, house-
building must not be punished as a
crime, the better the house the larger
the fine; but the properties of so-called
“investors” who as such do nothing to
improve a place but take the benefit of
all that is done. should be taxed as high
as they will stand, whoever the owners
may be.—J. H. Wells, in The Center
Moriches (N. Y.) Record.

INTERNATIONAL SNOBBISHNESS.

The dearly beloved Anglomaniacs
who are so conspicuous in the Lotus
club of New York had a lesson from
John Morley the other night that they
ought to reflect upon. Mr. Morley was
exquisitely polite about it, and his
hearers probably did not realize that
he was in the slightest degree rebuk-
ing their peculiar form of interna-
tional snobbishness.

The Lotus club is strong for “Anglo-
Saxon unity” and for all the neurotic
jingoism fmplied in such an idea &s
“the English-speaking people dbom-
inating the world.” Mr. Morley has
littie sympathy with that sort of
thing. He desires as much as any-
one could the most cordial friendship
between England and America, but
he is not so “parochial” as to ignore
the fact that “Anglo-Saxondom” is not
exactly co-extensive with civilization.

“Don’t let us be too exclusive,” sald
Mr. Morley. And with that pregnant
text he touched up the Lotus club, and
many like them, in this wholesome
style:

Gentlemen, don't let us be too exclusive,
I repeat, don't let us be too exciusive. 1
myself don't find the satisfactlon whichlI
belleve many of you find—I don't criticise

it—wlith the prospect of three-fifths—if that
Ye the right fraction—of the human race
belng of Anglo-Saxon orlgin within a cer-
tain number of years. It doesn’t much
matter to me what those years are, but I
don't find any perfect satisfaction In that.
The Important thing is not that the Eng-
lish-speaking race on thls side of the At-
lantic or on my side should have an intel-
lectual and moral primacy, but that they
should enter into a generous emulation with
France, Germany and Italy in bringing
mankind at large into a primacy which
shall cover a great many more elements
than that English-speaking people shall
be able to cover. The president referred to
things that I have written, and as it hap-
pens, many of those writings have turned
upon the genius of Frarce, Mankind can't
do, in my opinion, without the contributions
which the genlus of France makes to the
causes of civillzation.

Nor could mankind do without the

contributions which the genius of vari-

ous other races and nations, makes
to the world’s civilization. Mr. Mor-
ley's good-natured protest against the
latest world aristocracy, which might
be called, in commercial parlance,

“The Anglo-American, Limited,” de-

serves to exercise a wide influence.—
Weekly Springfleld Republican of
Dec. 2.

MAYOR JOHNSON'S WAY.
PUBLIC GAMBLING STOPPED.

From now on Cleveland is tobean ab-
solutely closed town so far as public
gambling of any description is con-
cerned.

According to the orders of Capt. Mad-
den every piece of gambling parapher-
nalia of any kind must be taken out. In
response to a question by one of ths
roomkeepers ds to what he considered
gambling paraphernalia Capt. Madden
replied:

“No eard playing for money or gam-
bling of any description will be toler-
ated.”

“We intend to stop all public gam-
bling in Cleveland and I believe we will
be able to do it,” said Mayor Johnson,
last night.

“The activity of the police has been
due entirely to my instigation. When
[ was elected mayor the order was giv-
en that there should be no roulette or
faro in the city. We did not particulatly
specify poker. for the reason that
poker playing is a-difficult thing to stop.

“But of late we have discovered a
tendency on the part of many persons to
make regular gambling rooms out of
places where heretofore, perhaps, only
an occasional game of poker was
played by friends. We have learned that
a kind of stud poker was being played
that practically-amounted to being faro.
At any rate, there did not seem to be
any doubt but-that it was nothing but
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gambling and that certaln of the rooms
were being ofierated for nothing but
gambling purposes, I requested the po-
lice to get active in the matter some

. months ago, and the order of to-day was
the result.”

The order of yesterday will throw
something like 100 men out of the work
they have been dojng for over two years.
Among this class of men it was said last
night that if the order of the police is
enforced, Cleveland will be the tightest
town in the country from a gambling
standpoint.—Cleveland Plain Dealer of
Dec. 22,

Absolutely no attempt was made by
the proprietors of the twenty or more
down town poker rooms to do any busi-
ness yesterday following the sweeping
order of the police department to close
up tight issued Wednesday afternoon.
Yesterday the gameleepers learned the
full scope of the order which has turned
out to be the most imperative command
of the kind issued by a city administra-
tion in Cleveland for a long term of
years,

Even furniture i{s to be classed under
the term “gambling paraphernalia.’”
Heretofore when orders affecting gamb-
ling have been issued no attempt was
made to stop the playing of whist, hearts,
“seven up” and similar games, games
where it is not usually the custom for
the players to wager sums of money on
the fall of the cards. But now all this
must go. ' No card playing of any Kind
whatsoever is to be permitted in public
places.

“There will be no arrests,” was the
statement given out from police head-
quarterslast night, “The majority of the
places ordered closed have complied
with the order. Tables have
moved or overturned and officers have
inspected them all. In case an'attemp*
is made to reopen any of them the po-
lice court will only be called on as a last
resort. Their doors will be battered in
and the outtits chopped up and thrown
on the wood pile. That Is the way to deal
with them. If they want to sue for
damages, let them do it. There will be
no arrests until it is absolutely unavoid-
able,"—Plain Dealer of Dec. 23,

L]
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY AS THE
DOMINANT NATIONAL ISSUE.
For The Public,

‘What should be the dominant na-
tional issue in American politics?

Certainly it should lead to the ideal
civilization, and along the line of least
resistance,

Judged by these standards, it would
seem that the dominant national issue

been re-,

in this country should be the overthrow
of the rule of the few by the establish-
ment of the people’s sovereignty, which
means the installation of a people's veto
(through the optional referendum) and
a direct initiative. Until the people pos-
sess this final power as to legisiation
the sovereignty will continue in the few
who compose the party machine or sup-
ply the campaign funds. The improved
system is Guarded Representative Gov-
ernment.

A study of the detalls will show, I be- |

lieve, that the establishment of the peo-
ple’s sovereignty will lead to the ideal
civilization, and that the proposed issue
is along the line of least resistance,

It Is along the line of least resistance
because it appeals to the people in the
strongest possible manner, and invites
all who are belng fleeced by the ruling
few—the monopolists, the liquor inter-
ests and the other interests that are
openly and notoriously opposed to the
public welfare.

The people’s sovereignty acting
through Guarded Representative Gov-
ernment leads to the ideal civilization,
as is demonstrated inOregon, South Da-
kota,' San Francisco and Switzerland.
The people are advancing as rapidly as
the leaders blaze the way,

The splendid features of the system
are but little understood, for most of the
research work has been done by pro-
fessors whose income is dependent upon
the trustees of universities, the funds of
which are largely contributed by monop-
olists, or by professors in State universi-
ties whose tenure of office Is dependent
upon party politiclans. Glorious excep-
tions are the writings of Prof. John R.
Commons, Prof. Frank Parsons, Mr, Elt-
weed Pomeroy, Dr, C. F. Taylor, and
others. The official magazine of the
Pennsylvania State Grange has recently
published a 112-page special number by
the writer, showing forth the evils of
party government, the evolution of sov-
e‘relgnty and of representative govern-
ment, and the line of least resistance tor
the establishment of the improved sys-
tem. Butthe most striking sentence that
has ever been written concerning the
people's sovereignty was penned some
eight years ago by Prof. Jesse Macy, of
lowa College, in a letter from Switzer-
land to his students, which was after-
ward published in the American Journal
of Sociology, July, 1846, After examin-
ing the Swiss institutions from the
standpoint of an expert in political and
social science, he declares:

We cannot be too prompt in reaching the
understanding that what we now recog-

nize as demoeracy 18 something absolutey
new on the fuce of the earth.

This is the statement of a mature

and level-headed scientist who is in no
wise connected with any cult. What is
the feature which ju “essuch a start-
ling statement—a statement which con-
tradicts not only the standard works on
political and social science. but which
emphasizes that which most of the So-
cialist party leaders ignore?

The answer is that the Swiss people
are the sovereign power, and they oper-
ate through representative government.
That is the something which is abso-
lutely new on the face of the earth.

This fact has been largely overlooked
because the new system of government
has been termed Direct Legislation, or
it has been spoken of as the Referendum.
or the Referendum System. Only by
squarely recognizing the improved sys-
tem of representative government can
one galn anything like a clearidea of the
Swiss gystem, which is the system now
being operated in Oregon, South Dakota,
San Francisco, Los Angeles and several
other American cities, and is largely de-
manded in all the States and nationally.

‘What are the changes in the repre-
sentative system that are caused by the
establishment of the people’'s sover-
eignty?

In the first place bear in mind that the
primary change is the establishment of
a people's veto through the optional rei-
erendum, and the establishment of a di-
rect initiative. The final power is inthe
people.

To trace out the resulting changesone
should first note that it is no looger
profitable for special interests to invest
funds in the nomination and election of
the representatives, for these officials
are shorn of power to finally enact leg-
islation of any character except emer-
gency measures, The representatives
can only recommend. The people, bow-
ever, adopt nearly al! the recommenda-
tions without a direct vote, for the sys-
tem is the optional referendum.

And upon the assembling of a legisia-
ture or congress elected under the im-
proved system there is an equally greac

.change. There is no incentive to lobby

for special privilege laws, for the pas-
sage of such a law by the legislature
would meet with a people's veto. "The
first effect of the referendum in Ore-
gon.” writes Hon. W. 8. U'Ren, “is the
comparative absencve of charge: of cor-
ruption and partisanship in the legis-
lature.”

The Oregon legislature, however. re-
fused to give all the affirmative relief
that had been promised at election
time. A direct nominations system had
been promised, but the party machice
refused to give it. And a local option
law as to intoxicating beverages bad
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‘been promised, and this, too, was re-
fused. Immediately, however, after
the adjournmer.. ~{ the legislature the
several interests inat had been pushing
for these two reforms each printed its
bill that had been turned down, and
they printed copies of a direct initia-
tive petition, pasted them to their bills,
and each circulated several thousand
copies throughout the State. After a
time the required eight per cent. of sig-
natures was secured for each measure,
and the bills went to a direct vote of
the people. The direct nominations
system was adopted by a 3-to-1 vote,
and the local option measure—the sov-
ereignty of the people as to local meas-
sures concernlng the liguor question—
was established, but by a majority of
only two thousand votes, for the
management had failed to draw their
bill for local option as to all questions.
Had they done so, the self-interest of
all classes would have caused a sweep-
ing victory.

The submission of a woman's suf-
frage amendment to the constitution
was planned, but a delay in starting
the direct initiative petition necessi-
tated the postponement of the vote till
the next State election.

It is evident that the people of Ore-
gon can get whatever legislation a
majority of the voters may desire.

In South Dakota the improved sys-
tem was finally established March,
1899, since which time two legialatures
have been in session. No direct vote
on a State question has been called for
by the required five per cent. of the
voters. In other words, there has been
no vote on any bill which the legisla-
ture has enacted, nor has there been
2 direct initiative. An explanation of
the absence of the direct Initiative is
the fact that there is practically no
industrial organization of farmers or
wage-earners, and no local newspaper
of a progressive type has an extended
circulation.

In Switzerland the system has ex-
isted long enough to bring out clearly
the splendid features of Guarded Rep-
Tesentative Government.

The legislators really represent the
Deople’s interests, and their recom-
mendations dre nearly always adopted
without a vote by the people.

Furthermore, these representatives
are experts. '

But, best of all, they are uninstruct-
el, just as the level-headed business
man employs his lawyer and architect.

And these €xpert representatives are
continued in their positions as long as
they are fitted to discharge their du-
ties, just as business men retain thelr
expert advisers,

Such is the system, not only in the
federal congress and cantonal legis-
latures of Switzerland, but also in the
executive departments. The heads of
the executive department of the Swiss
federal government are elected by the
national legislature, and are elected
term after term. Since 1874, when the
people’s veto was adopted, not a single
member of the federal council has been
obliged to retire involuntarily, Thus
these executive officers are more free
to exercise their own best judgment
than is the manager of a private mo-
nopoly, for he must cater to the ma-
jority of the stockholders and a ma-
pority of the board of directors, where-
as the Swiss heads of departments are
absolutely free to ask for such legisla-
tion as they personally believe to be
for the best interest of Switzerland.
rurthermore, whenever there is a
change in the men who own a majorlty
of the stock in a private trust there is
sure to be a change in the presidency
of the corporation—a change in the
management. But in Switzerland the
expert manager continues as long as
he is able to serve. And there is no
fossilism for the heads of sub-depart-
ments and each clerk are free to offer
suggestions, and the federal assembly
is the dominant power.

The fundamental reason for these
high qualities in the executive depart-
ment is that the legislatlve power is
not in a party organization. The final
power is in the people, who therefore
leave their agents to exercise their own
best : judgment, each recommendation
being accepted or rejected as is thought
best. But before the recommendation
reaches the people from the cabinet
officials it passes through the body of
expertg In the federal assembly, where
the procedure for sifting out the sa-
llent facts is practically ideal, as the
following analysis shows:

The duty of a congress or legislature
is to remove such legal restrictions as
impede progress and to apply such legis-
lative measures as will promote the
public welfare. Conditions are ever
changing. Manifestly the procedure for
getting at the facts and principles in
connection with proposed legislation is
all-important, Here the Swiss have ad-
vanced far beyond the dream of Bel-
lamy or any writer who has had to
rely upon imag:nation. The complete-
ness of the plans of the Infinite cannot
be foretold by the human mind.

The Swiss system consists first and
foremost of vast universities and schools

.in which there {s academic freedom as to

social truths, and compulsory educa-
tion, In no other country in the world

is there academic freedom as to social
truths. .

The next great departure from the
existing order of things under the rule
of the few is that each proposed change

*in legislation is subject to the criticism

and advocacy of whatever interests are
specially affected, which can bring for-
ward the latest word which academic
freedom and research have unearthed.
This takes place In committee, After-
ward there is fair and full debate in
committee and in the house, followed by
a recorded vote by the expert represen-
tatives, who exercise their own best
judgment. Then such laws as are en-
acted lie before the people for ninety
days after the adjournment of the legis-
lative body, during which time a petition
signed by 5 per cent. of the voters can
carry any one or more of the measures
to a campaign and vote by the people.

When the measures are being thus
considered, either after adjournment
or during the campaign which precedes
a vote, there Is an absence of party pre-
judices, for the control of the govern-
ment is not at stake, and each individual
and organization looks at the proposed
law from the standpoint of enlightened
self-interest. That, too, is ideal, for
wherever a majority vote in accordance
with real self-interest it promotes the
general welfare.

The people look at the proposed law
from the standpoint of enlightened self-
Interest because the actual facts in the
case are brought to the people’s atten-
tion. This is accomplished because the
system is such that the ruling power—
the people—have no incentive to de-
ceive themaelves,

When the time arrives for the refer-
endum vote there is no vote purchasing,
for there is no thought of enacting a
special privilege law (except for a nat-
ural monopoly, such as the location of
a railroad or county seat), and with no
special privilege at stake there is mo
incentive to purchase votes at referen-
dum elections, -

With an absence of vote-purchasing
the ignorant and indifferent voters do
not come to the polls, leaving the de-
cision of public questions with the intel-
ligent and earnest voters. Here is an

I automatic disfranchisement of which

none should complain. There are nine
cantons, however, in which the compul-
sory referendum of all bills exists; and
as a consequence only a few voters turn
out, for the system {s an absurdity. It
is proposed by some that the voters be
compelled by law to attend and vote,
but the upshot must eventually be the
adoption of the optional referendum.
The direct initiative is vet to be de-
scribed—a most Important part of the
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system, It wasadopted in federal Switz-
erland in 1891, and there were doleful
prophecies. Some feared that the people
would be induced toundertake visionary
schemes. Only three measures, however,
have been put to vote and two of these
were rejected. The measure adopted pro-
vides that animals that are slaughtered
ghall be numbed before being bled to
* death, But the mere existence of the
direct initiative has kept the represen-
tatives from continuing the intrenched
privileges, such as private ownership of
the paper currency and private owner-
ship of the railways. This potentlal
power of the people through a right to
the direct initiative is exceedingly valu-
able.

Think for a moment what this direct
‘Initiative system is! Itisa highly devel-
oped court for the trial of social ques-
tions. Elght per cent. of the voters can
file a bill at any time, which will result
in the taking of testimony, the hearing
of arguments and a vote by the expert
representatives, followed by a campaign
before the people and a vote. Thiscan
be repeated for its educational effect. It
18 the establishment of this court of
justice which has most completely trans-
cended the Imagination of idealists.

Reviewing as a whole the system of
Guarded Representative Government,
it is seen that the mechanism ls such
that society can develop with the ut-
most speed o, which it is capable. If
8 truly democratic party should set it-
self at work along this line of lease re-
gistance in the United States, what
mighty strides we would soon be
taking!

What is the actual outlook? The
people's govereignty working through
representative government is in suc-
cessful operation in Switzerland and in
several of our American commonwealths
and in partial operation in every State,
and It would seem that the complete
establishment of the system in the re-
maining States and in the nation may
well be placed as the dominant issue, for
the proposition to the voters is that they

refuse to vote for a candldate who re-’

fuses to promise that, if elected, he will
vote for thelr sovereignty. Candidates
do mnot openly refuse, thus resulting in
an immediate success as rapidly as can-
didates are compelled to face the issue.

This general plan of campaign {s
strong In strategic features, The peo-
ple’s sovereignty is the broadest pos-
sible issue and appeals to everyone,
while voters readily agree to vote only
for such candidates as promise that, if
elected, they will vote for the people's
sovereigniy, This forces the candi-
dates to pledge.

The American Federation of Labor
understands this fully, for in the re-
cent campaign the 25000 affiliated
Unions were instructed to question the
candidates for Congress as to whether,
if elected, they would vote for the im-
mediate establishment of the people's
sovereignty. The result is phenomenal:
Twelve of the sixteen congressmen
elected in Missouri are pledged, as also
is the junior United States Senator,
who was elected two years ago; and
throughout the cities of the country in
other States there are pledged con-
gressmen wherever a [ive campaign was
conducted. None of the candidates in
these districts openly opposed the peo-
ple’'s sovereignty. Manifestly, ‘then.
the only thing required is to force the
issue and win out completely at the
next congressional election! Accord-
ingly the American Federation of Labor
at its annual convention, which com-
menced the next week after the election,
declared as follows:

Resolved, That the American Federation
of Labor reaffirms the referendum resolu-
tions of previous conventions which de-
clare, in effect, that the establishment of
the people’s sovereignty is the dominant
issue (Resolution 270, Boston convention,
121 New Orieans conventlon); and .

Resclved, That every voter is urged to
agree with his fellow citizens that he will
vote for such legislative candidates only
as are pledged to the immediate establish-
ment of the people’s rule, To-day, as in
1716, the establishment of political liberty
is the dominant issue. Why should voters
choose between rulers when they can at
once become the sovereign power?

In connection with the above the
American Federation of Labor conven-
tion provided a system for the imme-
diate circulation of petitions to Con-
gress for the immediate establishment
of the people's sovereignty in national
aftairs. Thus the campalgn is to goon
with increasing power, for the dis-
tracting features of a presidential cam-
paign are removed. Furthermore, the
State Federations of Labor are request-
ed to consider and vote upon the advis-
ability of instructing the affiliated cen-
tral and local unions to circulate peti-
tions to the legislatures, asking that a
constitutional amendment for the peo-
ple’s soverelgnty be submitted. And
many of the city centrals will circulate
petitions to the common councils, ask-
ing for the immediate establishment of
the people’'s sovereignty in city affairs.

Thus is there a forcing of the people’s
sovereignty issue by organized labor—
a dominent element in our political life.

And 11 State Granges have declared
for the people's sovereignty, and many
more of them will immediately join in
the work. for they are holding their
State meetings, and the National Grange

has referred to the State Granges the
question of whether or not the organ-
ized farmers are to demand an jocreasge
of power in themselves as against the
great trusts. And in any event the
question will come before the farmers
themselves in their local lodges.

All the Turner societies of the coun-
t'ry have long been demanding the peo-
ple’'s sovereignty.

Isn't it time for the formation of
State Leagues of Democratic Clubs that
shall join in the procession? Shouldn't
the progressive Democrats of the coun-
try organize clubs and immediately be-
gin work? If they do they can win the
city elections next spring, the State elec-
tions next year in New York, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island and Maryland, and
greatly reduce the Republican majority
in Ohlo. These are the only Northern
States that elect legislatures next year.
The following spring (1906) more of the
cities can be carried, In the autumn
of 1906 the national House can be car-
ried, and in the Senate a majority vote
can be secured for the immediate estab-
lishment of the people’s sovereignty.
This Senate vote can be secured by

pledging the legislatures to instruet
their Senators,
These successes will insure Demo-

cratic supremacy in 1908. The only pos-
sible failure will come from Democratic
delay in coming out for the peoples
sovereignty. The Republicans in Qre-
gon forestalled the Democrats in 1%0¢
and won, while in Missouri the Demo-
crats were first to declare for the sys-
tem in 1902 and won, the Republicans
trailing after. In Montana for the last
two yearg Gov, Toole, Democrat, and his
supporters have been working for the
Initiative and Referendum, and the
Democratic State conventlon of this
year declared for it. Then the Repub-
lican State convention did likewise. but
it came in too late, for the people recog-
nized that they had been forced toit
Nationally the American Federation of
Labor with its 25,000 Unions has not
only conducted a national campaign for
the people's sovereignty, but in its re-
cent annual convention it declared that
it is the dominant issue, as we have
seen, and all Unlons are jnstructed to
at once circulate petitions for the peo-
ple’'s immediate sovereignty. The
Granges are likewise picking up the
work, Can there be any question but
that Democratic clubs should take up
the issue? If they do not do so. it will
be because there is not & sufficiently
high degree of democracy; and the part¥
will continue to trall in second place.
as it Is doing in Oregon; but if a league
of clubs is orgamized on a DemocratiC
basis there can be no failure.
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Republican Clubs should also be or-
ganized wherever there are Republican
workers who believe in the people's
sovereignty. :

GEORGE H, SHIELEY,

Director of Department of Representative

Government, Bureau of Research, and

Chairman of People's BSovereignty

League of America,

Washington, D, C., Dec, 9, 1904,

THE GOSPEL OF WORK.
Work Is creatlon, Whoever
puts his heart in his work
is not alone at his task,
but he and God work together.
If it is digging a fieid,
or sweeping a room,
or moulding a sculpture,
or making a new shirt walst,
or singing or palnting—
however homely the work
or however exalted it be—
It is part of God's work
if _heart and conscience are in It.
—John Stone Pardee, in Goodhue Co.
News,
_———s

The sooner this country wakes up to
the fact that brains count, and that a
worthless, stupid, lazy, dishonest white
man i{s not the equal, socially or other-
wige, of the hard-working, intelligent,
decent man, either black or white, the
sooner the race problem and many
other problems will be settled. So long
as money counts, and the colorless skin
counts, and birth and position count—
things will be badly out of joint.~Wm,
Allen White.

An ordinary echo Is a curious thing;
but, according to the statements of &
Frenchman at a watering-place in the
Pyrenees, one echo on the Franco-
Prussian frontier is far from ordinary,
“As soon as you have spoken,” said
the Frenchman, who had secured an
audience of wide-eyed tourists, “you
hear distinctly the voice leap from
rock to rock, from precipice to prec!-
pice, amd as soon as it has passed the
frontier it assumes the Spanish
tongue ! "—Argonaut,

If the pictures in the family album
were taken as long as thirty years
ago, looking through it Is almost as
interesting as seeing a different tribe
of the human race.—Atchison Globe.

A Chicago man predicts the end of
the world in 1924, We haven't much
faith in predictlons of the end of the
world. Very few of them ever come
true.—Kansas City Journal,

"“Were you frightened, Willard?”
asked Mr. Grimes of his little boy,
whom he had sent on an errand after
dark. *“Well, I should say so!” an-
swered the little fellow. “The streaks

of scaredness just ran up and down
my legs!"—Selected.

BOOKS

TWO “UNIT BOOKS.”

A most useful and attractive little vol-
ume for all students of history, and for
those whose work, political or other-
wise, demands a constant freshening of
their knowledge of historical and polit-
ical details, is the “Letters and Ad-
dresses of Abraham Lincoln,” issued by
the Unit Book Publishing Company
(Howard Wilford Bell), New York. This
book, which has been adopted as a text
book for Princeton University, is the
only cheap authoritative compilation of
Lincoln's own writings in existence at
present, and as such has had an aston-
ishing measure of success in the year
gince its appearance.

The study of Lincoln’s utterances
brings more clearly to light than al-
most anything else can do, the change
in basic principle of our two great polit-
ical parties within the last three de-
cades. It cannot be too heartily recom-

mended to those who desire to have.

their own political convictions,—and
not to follow merely along the lines
laid down by accident of birth or sur-
roundings,—to compare what the great
Republican Lincoln has said on impor-
tant political questionis, with the utter-
ances, and (still more important, for taik
is cheap), with the policy of the Repul-
lican party of to-day.

The comparison may cause grief to
some well-meaning, busy people who
have no time to study the maiter at
first hand, but who, father and son, vote
the Republican ticket of to-day because
they dimly believe that party to be still
Inspired by the ideals of Lincoln. But
there are many others whom a renewed
study of Lincoln's speeches and writ-
ings may cause to see the truth of a de-
lightful little cartoon which appeared
in The Public not so long ago, repre-
senting the Republican party throwing
away a volume (perhaps the very one
we are speaking of now) of Lincoln's
writings, with the disgusted remark
that he "‘used to believe in Old Abe, but
he finds him now Just full of the heresies
preached by Bryan, Tom Johnson, and
the rest of the seditious crew,” or words
to that effect.

Lincoln drew his inspiration from
Thomas Jefferson in his ideals of what
a true republican government should
stand for, and there is no better source
of inspiration. This is a little fact often
neglected by the tongue-allegiance to
Lincoln that affects to decry Jefferson.
Lincoln's remarks on mob violence; on
the secret state reasons for involving a
country in war; on the race question;
and on a few other little matttrs perti-
nent then as now, would come somewhat
as a shock to many good Republicans
who have been blindly lauding Lincoln
without a knowledge of what he has

left us as the expression of his life's
ideals and his life work.

To return to the original object of
this notice, which was to talk of books
and not of politics, one of the main
good points about the little volume of
Lincoln's Addresses is that it is really
cheap, and really good in paper, print,
bindiug, and general and careful equip-
ment. The idea of the “Unit Books,”
as they are called, is to cheapen good
literature, to issue in unform shape a
number of reprints of books worth
keeping, In handy size and attractive
form. The price of the books is de-
termined by the number of pages, an
idea which comes from Germany and 15
well worth imitating. The books are
41 by 7 inches large, bound in paper,
cloth or leather, in a dark agreeable
shade of greén with simple gold letter-
ing. Paper and print are alike in all
bindings, and according to the (nitsys-
tem the Lincoln, which contains six-
teen units (a unit i8 a section of twen-
ty-five pages and costs two cents) is
priced at 32 cents for paper binding, 62
for cloth, and 82 for leather. The idea
of the “Unit Books has been praised by
authorities on book making all over the
country, and the “Lincoln” has been in-
cluded in the American Library Asso-
ciation catalogue, as well as in the
Model Library chosen for the St. Louis
Exhibition.

- Another volume of the same system is
entitled “National Documents” and is
also a remarkably useful book of handy
reference. It contains the texts of al-
most all important state papers issued
by our government since the beginnings
of our history. Besides the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution,
the volumes contain the texts of the
Mayflower Compact, Declaration of the
Causes and Necessjty of Taking Up
War, 1775; Articles of Confederation;
Washington's Inaugural Addresses;
Treaty with the Six Nations; Missouri
Compromise, and many others, even
such recent documents as the Recipro-
cal Commercial Convention between
the United States and Cuba; and the
Convention between the United States
and the Republic of Panama. The value
to the political student or speaker of
having these important documents all
together and handy for instant use can-
not be overestimated. The fact that it
has not been done before reminds one
of the story of Columbus and the egz.
Anyone might have done it, but nobody
did.

GRACE ISABEL COLBRONXN,

PAMPHLETS.

A pamphlet on “Taxation in Jamal-
ca,” published by Mr. Wellesley Bourke,
a member of the bar of Jamaica and for-
merly mayor of Kingston, the capital
city of that West Indian island, discloses
the fact that fiscal problems there are
drawing public attention to the tend-
ency observable everywhere of land mo-
nopolists to escape, both through the




624

The Public

Saventh Year,

law and by evasions of law, the payment
of what they justly owe to their respect-
ive communities, which not only pro-
tect their property, along with other
kinds of property, but also add to
its value—a favor conferred upon no
other kind of property owners. Con-
fronted with this situation, Mr. Bourke
wrote an open letter to the officials of
Jamaica, which appeared in the Jamaica
Dally Telegraph, of October 11 and 12,
1904, and in which he advocated the
single tax, The Telegraph criticised
his letter editorially on the 14th, and on
the 19th he replied. These contribu-
tions are collected in the pamphlet be-
fore us, which is prefaced with an ad-
ditional letter from Mr. Bourke, in
which he explaing to a correspondent
how it is that he has had “the temer-
ity to write on the Jamaican flscal pol-
icy as he has done, in face of the in-
fluence of the large landed proprietors.”
The pamphlet will be found to be
both interesting and instructive to stu-

ANNOUNCEMENT

1t has been proposed that the Henry George
‘mén of Chicago organize a lodge to be known as
the Henry George Lodge of the Modern Wood-
men of Amerlcu Arrn ments have been made
h Mr. Joh rrll. clty supervis-

|l|l deputy ol’ lhl- order, th meet at his
officc. room 618, Ashiand Block, SD

Clark !nrael. on Tuesday evenin,

Bd, nt B o'clock totake preliminary nlc;:u m
wards effectineg the organization of a lodee,
enty George meén and others berween 1he ages
of euthteen and forty-tive are cordially invited

tu be present.
W.H. HOLLY.
A V. WATERS,
JAMES ), MONROE,
F.H. MONROE.
Memhare af the Modern Woodmen o fArlner]cn
and committee in charge of oncamzation.

dents everywhere of the questions of

land tenure and taxation,
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ANNOUNGEMENT

The Henry George Lecture Association
ﬁeuuh the followm lectures at Handel
all, 40 East Randolph Street, Chicago :
Thursday, Jan. 19, 8 p. m. Prof. W. L. Temlins.
Director Tomlinx School of M Nusle—** Music:
Its Relation to a Larger Life.”

'l‘hnndux. ln. u. alg. m. Clarence 8, Darrew
“I'In

T imtank f'uhn st’wugas o U Immw. e |
niock ol nlv —
and tl Iu-Co- Postzy

Thursday, p. m. Louis F. Poat, Editor
The Nblk—“llt Id's Last Baok: *The Cest
of Something for Nothing.'*"

Tblnllny, Feb, 16. 8 p. m. Prof. W. M. K

Freach, Director the ht Institute—**An Hour

with thu Clrkltlrhh
Thursda ‘y Feb. raest Howard —
“Wal Whlt-n: A aludl In Democracy.

Course Tickets, $1. Single Admission, 25c.

Tickels mnay be procured from the follow-
ing : Miss Leonora Beck, 36 South Wood 5S¢,
phone 625 Seeley ; Dr. Anna M. Luand, 1014
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Carlin, 1202 Ashland Building: Frances L.
Dnsenberr,v.-. care of Purdy Publishing Co.,
McVicker's Theater Building.

for the purpose of introducing
to new readers, for the term d
. four weeks for . .
. 'Y 10 CENTS.




