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Even the rascals in politics are
obliged to admire John I. Sha-
froth, the Democrat” who volun-
tarily relinquished his seatin (‘on:
gress as soon as he discovered
that his right to it rested upon
fraudulent election returns. Both
parties in Congress generously
applanded his resignation speech.

A general feeling of admiration
has gane over the country for this
man who rises superior to the
“get there” ethics which just now
seem to dominate political as
well as commmercial life. In that
kind of public feeling—and therve
is more of it than the «uperficial
suspect—there is hope for the fu-
ture.

What of itif the party in power
in Congress has, in contested elec-
tion cases, systematically unseat-
ed its adversaries and seated its
friends, regardless of the evi-
dence? What of it if this custom
has become &0 common in all leg-
islative bodies and party commit-
tees that the decisions of contests
have come to be regarded as ques-
tions of majorities in the body or
committee instead of majorities
at elections or primaries? What
of it if this idea of “pull” and “get
there” prevails from White House
ante-rooins to tavern caucuses,
through all the intermediate ram-
ifications of corporation director-
-ates,” business conferences, soci-
ety functions, and church gather-
ings? What of it if our whole so-
<cial life is saturated with thiy
deadly gospel of ignoble success”
What of it if the very election
frauds that Shafroth has refused
to profit by were fostered by the

respectable business interests of
Denver (whence he was returned
to Congress), toeffect privateends?
What of it all? No degree of this
corruption can long withstand the
moral forees by which Shafrcth
has been guided. As ten right-
eous men would have saved Go-
morrah from the destruction io
which the corruption of the re-
spectable classes had doomed it,
so a_few Shafroths may yet save
this Republic fromm the destrue-
tion which its corrupting ethics of
“get there” invite,

Lincoln’s birthday was very gen-
erally celebrated last week, by Re-
publicans and Democrats alike.
No, not quite alike. The Demo-
crats celebrated the man as an in-
carnation of fundamental demo-

eratic principle, while the Repub-

licans eelebrated his dead body as
a fetish which they have inherited.
They applauded his name, but were
discreetly silent about both the
letter and the spirit of hig utter-
ances.

In view of the more recent rec-
ord of the Republican party, un-
der its plutocratic leadership, one
can easily imagine the embarrass-
ment into which the quotation of
almost any Lincolnian sentiment
would throw almost any Repub-
lican gathering. Take this, for in-
stance, from Lincoln’s celebrated®
Cooper Union speech:

Let us have faith that right makes

might, and in that faith let us to the end
dare to do our duty as we understand ft.

How would that sound to those
Republicans who have giverr the
party over to the socialist doc-
trine that moral righteousness and
justice are mythical, and hold that
“destiny determines duty”?

Then again, to our latter-day
Republicans who sneer at the ax-
ioms of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as “glittering generali-
ties,” how would this quotation

sound? Itis from Lincoln’s letter
of April 6, 1859, replying to anin-
vitation from the Boston Repub-
licans of that period to celebrate
Jefferson’s birthday:

It is now no child's play to save the
principles of Jefferson from total over-
throw in this nation. One would state
with great confidence that he could con-
vince any sane child that the simpler
propositions of Euclid are true; but
nevertheless he would fail utterly with
one who should deny the definitions and
axioms. The principles of Jefferson are
the definitions and axioms of free so-
ciety. And yet they are denied and
evaded, with no small show of success.
One despairingly calis them “glittering
generalfties.” Another bluntly calls
them “self-evident lies.” And others
insidiously argue that they apply to
“superiorraces.” Theseexpressions,dif-
fering in form, are identical in object
and effect—the supplanting the princi-
ples of free government and restoring
those of class, caste and legitimacy. They
would delight a convocation of crowned
heads plotting against the people. They
are the vanguard, the miners and sap-
pers of returning despotism.

It is impossible to think of ap-
plause for such sentiments frown a
modern Republican audience.

— .

Yet those are the sentiments
that Republican audiences of the
fifties and ’sixties, and even of the
’seventies applauded most vigor-
ously. What is the meaning of
this radical change? Lincoln him-
self almost prophetically ex-
plained its meaning when he told
his followers why the voung Re-
publican party of the ’fifties cele-
brated the memory of Jefferson,
while the old Democratic party
that Jefferson had founded cele-
brated only the corpse of Jeffer-
son, as a fetish, carefully sup-
pressing the Jeffersonian axioms.
Said Lincoln, in this explanation:

I remember being once amused at see-
ing two partially intoxicated men en-
gage in a fight with their great-coatson,
which fight, after a long and rather
harmless contest, ended in each having
fought himself out of his own great-coat

and into that of the other. If the two
leading parties of this day are really
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identical with the two in the days of
Jefferson and Adams, they have per-
formed the same feat as the two drunk-
en men.

Followng that parallel we of to-
day may explain thedifferent ways
in which the Republican and the
Democratic parties now celebrate
Lincoln—the former as a fetish
and the latter for his Jetfersonian
principles. We may pa -aphrase
Lincoln and say: =If the two
leading parties of this day are
identical with the two in the days
of” Lincoln they must have
changed overcoats again. The
Democratic party (its Bourbons
and “reorganizers” excepted) has
returned to the axioms of Thomas
Jefferson which Lincoln loved:
while the Republican party (its
deluded members excepted) have
returned to the federalismandim-
perialism and state socialism and
class privilege ideals of Alexan-
der Hamilton. '

So different is Lincoln's party
of to-day from Lincoln himself,
that Miss I1da M. Tarbell actually
created a sensation by truthful-
1v describing his character to the
Chicago Society of New York
when it was perfunctorily cele:
brating his memory at a dinneron
the 12th. Being a guest, she was
urged to say a few words at the
close of the dinner and reluctant-
lv consented. This was her
speech as reported in the press
dispatches:

1 have never made an impromptu
speech in my life, but wheh you speak
of Lincoln you speak of a character with
which I have spent five vears’ hard
study looking up his life in Kentucky,
Missouri. Indiana and at Washington,
and in all that time I must say I never
knew what boredom was. I think I can
say Abraham Lincoln is the only man,
living or dead, with whom I could have
spent, five yearsand not known boredom.
Lincoln was a man who never pretended
to be anything he really was not. He
never found time to conform to the
usages of society; he did not understand
or care for its amenities; he mnever
learned to wear his clothes properly;
his trousers bagged; his coats did not fit.
You may remember the eminent Massa-
chusetts statesman who spent an hour
with Lincoln and the only entry he made
in his journal after their discussion of
great national affairs was that Lincoln
wore yarn socks. Lincoln always was

anxious to get things just right. Some-
times, in consequence, he seemed slow
to the country, but he always insisted
with himself that his acts must conform
to moral law. You cannot conceive of
Lincoln trifling with his conscience or
breaking an international law even for
the sake of an international canal. He
wanted to be sure always that his de-
cisions should ever stand as just in the
annals of the world and the history of
human endeavor. There are several in-
stances to prove this. He was told by
his supporters he would lose the elec-
tion by taking a certain stand. He did
lose, but he said: "*““We are right; the
people will recognize it by and by,” and
they did, and four years later he was
fn the White House. Lincoln had real
goodness; not the kind of goodness that
preaches only on Sunday, but the kind
of goodness that reaches out and em-
braces all one's fellow men. He wasthe
tenderest man that ever lived. No one
suffered more than he did during that
awful civil strife. Lincoln was the best
man American institutions ever pro-
duced.~ It would be indeed a sad thing
if our institutions failed at any future
great crisis to produce such as Lincoln.

How manifestly impossible it
would have been under the Lin-
coln regime to maintain such a
law as that under which John
Turner is imprisoned at Eilis Is-
land, in New York harbor. As
has been already explained in
{hese columns (p. 713), Turner is
an Englishman who came to this
country to perfect an internation-
al trade union of retail clerks. He
was arrested upon a warrant is-
sued by a cabinet officer. The ob-
ject of his arrest was to secure his
deportation to Eungland. The
charge against him is that he “dis-
believes in all organized govern-
ment.” For this disbelief he calls
Irimself an anarchist, a word
which describes his doctrine merc-
ly because “archy” means govern-
ment and “an” mecans without—-
“gnarchy,” without . government.
But because Turner therefore
calls himself an anarchist, the op-
portunity is afforded to people
who dread free opinion and free
speech, to appeal to the ignorant
and bigoted with flamboyant de-
seriptions of Turner as a fiendish
assassin. He is in fact a disciple
of Tolstoy. also an anarchist—-
that is. one who “disbelieves in all
organized government,”—and so
far from being an assassin is de-
voted to a philosophy which re-

quires. its devotees to face death
peaceably themselves rather than
cause death violently to others.
Turner’s appeal tothe lowercourts

‘has been fruitless and his case has

been carried to the Supreme
Court. Meanwhile he is held in
a barred cage under the surveil-
lance of guards, night and day.
without intermission, and is al-
lowed no confidential intercourse
with anybody, not even with his
counsel.

The law which thus attempts to
shackle free opinion, was enacted
under the insane excitement of
the panic following McKinley's
assassination. As enforced it vi-
olates long established Ameri-
can ideas of liberty in many ways.
By denying to a prisoner confiden-
tial intercourse with his counsel,
it overrides one of the simplest of
established rights. By authoriz
ing arrest upon the warrant of a
cabinet secretary—an adniinis-
trative officer—it destroys the
wholesome and long ¢stablished
American distinciion between ju-
dicial process and administrative
process, and suggests the future
posshility ig this country of some-
thing like the old lettres de cachet
of French despotism. By author-
izing an arrest at all for “disbe-
lieving in all organized govern-
ment,” it abridges the fundamen-
ial American guarvantee of free-
dom of opinion. To thislatter ob-
jection the answer is made that
our government. guarantees free-
dom of opinion only to its own in-
habitants, and that it may prop-
erly exclude aliens to whose opin-
jons it objects, even though itmay
not suppress the same opinions at
home. Could the subtleties of
despotism go farther into the
mystical realm of the absurd? In
fact, however, this law coerces
not only aliens, but citizens also.
While it only requires the depor-
tation of aliens for “disbelieving
in all organized government,” it
makes it an indictable crime for
citizens to invite such aliens into
the country. If, for illustration.
William J. Bryan were to return
Tolstoy's hospitality tohim by in--
viting that distinguished Russian
to vist his home in Nebraska, and
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Tolstoy were to accept the invita-
tion, not only could Tolstoy be
stopped in New York harbor, un-
der the darkenéd torch of the
statue of “Liberty Enlightening
the World."and be shipped back
as a “disbeliever in all organized
government,” but Mr. Bryan could

be sentenced to a long term of de- .

grading imprisonment for having
invited this peace-loving anarchist
to our shores.

Tobring about the repeal of this
utterly un-Amevican law was one
of the objects of a delegate meet-
ing called by the Chicago Feder-
ation of Labor on the 14th. At
that meeting steps were taken to
raise a fund to carry Turner's
case through the Supreme Court,
and a petition for the repeal of the
law was adopted, and ordered 1o
be circulated for signatures. The
petition is as follows:

To the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States: It having
come to our knowledge:

1. That John Turner, a British sub-
ject, is imprisoned in a Federal prison
at Ellis island, N. Y.; *

2. That he was arrested while in this
country upon a warrant issued by the
United States Secreiary of Commerce
and Labor, a member of the President’s
Cabinet, and not a judicial officer;

3. That he is held under said warrant
for deportation from the United States
upon conviction of “disbelieving in or-
ganized government;”

4. That upon habeas corpus proceed-
ings a Federal judge has sustained the
constitutionality of the act of Congress
authorizing arrest and deportation for
such cause, and has remanded the pris-
oner.

And inasmuch as, in our opinion,
any law which interferes with mere
opinion, or authorizes restraints upon
personal liberty for opinion’s sake, is at
variance with the principles upon which
this government is founded, while any
law that authorizes administrative pro-
cess or executive warrants in time of
peace for the arrest of persons is hostile
o American polity and condemned by
our political history;

Therefore we hereby petition the Con-
gress of the United States to repeal so
much of the immigration law:

1. As vests in any administrative offi-
cer the power to issue warrants of ar-
rest for the apprehension of any person
within the United States in time of
peace. .

2. As authorizes any interference with
the personal liberty of any person, citi-

zen or alien, on account of mere opinions
on any subject whatever.

This petition has been already
signed by several leading Chicago
men. Their names are Edgar I3.
Tolman, the corporation counsel
of Chicago; Thomas M. Hoyne, a

‘prominent lawyer of Chicago re-

cently elected to a judicial pos:-
tion; Thomas 8. Windes, one of
the judges of the Appellate Court
at Chicago; and Edward F.
Dunne, Edward Osgood Brown,
and Murray F. Tuley, all judges of
the Circuit. Court of 1llinois for
Cook county. Judge Tuley is also

Jjustly the most distinguished jur-

of the West.

When these signatures to this
petition were made public, an at-
tempt was begun through the lo-
cal Republican press to discredit
the non-partisanship of the peti-
tion, by calling attention to the
fact that all the signers are Dem-
ocrats. It may be proper, there-
fore, to explain that a prominent
Republican judge was asked to
sign the petition before any of the

signatures were made public, and

he declined. His reason was that
he did not know the facts of the
case. This naturally discouraged
any further efforts to get the sig-
natures of Republican judges.
Since the one approached pleaded
ignorance of the merits of the Tur-
ner case as an excuse for refusing
to petition for the repeal of a law
of which—as a citizen if not as
lawyer and judge—he is presumed
not to be ignorant, the possibility
of getting other Republican judg-
es to sign seemed unpromising.
It was altogether too suggestive
of the widening suspicion that Re-
publican office holders are not at
present strenuously interested in
preserving the old American doc-
trine of liberty of opinion. How-
ever, if this suspicion be ill-found-
ed, the petition in question is open
to all. No Republican who wish-
es to sign it, be he judge or law-
yer, will be debarred.

When Congressman Baker, of
New York, recently introduced a
bill for the regulation by govern-
mental bureaus of pretty much

everything under the sun, doing so-
expressly at the request of a con-
stituent, the press of the country
threw at him shafts of sarcasm
heavy-weighted and sharp-barbed.
They were probably trying 1o
earn the railroad favors which
they secretly accept and Baker
openly refuses. But Mr. Baker
comes out of the affair not only
unscathed but justified.

It is a common custom in Con-
gress for members to introduce
bills “by request.” This they do
though they wholly disbelieve in
the bills, as was the case with Mr.
Baker in this instance. And Mr.
Baker makes a defense of that
custom and his compliance with
it whichitisnotso casy to answer.
Writing to one of his journalistic
critics, the Brookly Eagle, he syid:

I recognize that in introducing this
bill T have laid myself open to such
editorials as that of the Eagle of yves-
terday, but holding as I do the theory
that every citizen has a right to pre-
sent his views on governmental affairs,
even when presented in the form con-
tained in this bill, I did not feel justi-
fied in refusing to introduce it, espe-
cially as its author, a Mr. Cowdon, of
Washington, consented that I should
mark it as being introduced “by re-
quest.” To my mind, Mr. Cowdon is
as much entitled to a hearing in Con-
gress as the American Protective Tariff
League; the only difference being that
Mr. Cowdon voices the opinions of
many honest, well-meaning, if, from
my standpoint, misguided people. as to
what constitutes the proper functions
of government, but who do not expect
that their ideas will be adopted until
a majority of the American people
formally indorse them: while with
such people as the American Protective
Tariff League, the ship subsidy ‘“beg-
gars” and others who are trying to
raid the Treasury, they care nothing
about a formal indorsement by the peo-
ple. .

Inasmuch as a great deal of {he
criticism of Mr. Baker in the mat-
ter has assumed that he was a so-
cialist, Mr. Baker retorts in a way
which ought to make his ecritics
think and do them some good. 1l
writes:

Permit me to say I am, if anything,
less of a socialist than the editor of the
Eagle, as I would draw the line very
sharp and very distinct between those
things which are essentially *govern-
mental functions and those which indi-

.
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viduals should be permitted to do
without interference from government,
those things which individuals have an
inherent right to do and government
bas no right to prevent their doing.
* Yor instance, I regard tariffs as essen-
tially socialistic. If-there is any dis-
tinction, then ship subsidies and other
forms of bounty are doubly and trebly
socialistic. This is true also of all
forms of excise taxes, of licenses,
whether issued for peddlers or for dogs
as well as of poll taxes. Each and every
one of these being either the conferring
of a favor, a special privilege,atthe ex-
pense of the many, or, as with dog
licenses, the conferring upon those
who can afford it the privilege of
maintaining a nuisance, or, as in the
case of excise taxes and peddlers’
licenses, a restricting of the individaal
from doing those things which he has
an inherent right to do and which the
community has no moral right to inter.
fere with.
’ —t

Returning to the principal sub-
ject of his letter, Mr. Baker makes
this stinging comparison, which it

is safe to say his critics with rail-
voad passes in their pockets will
be glad to ignore:

As I have said, while I am opposed to
paternalistic legislation and would if
1 could repeal all such now” upon the
statute books, yet the author of this
bill, Mr. Cowdon, has a right to be
heard just as much as these powerful
influences, the trusts, et al., which are
constantly knocking at the doors of
Congress asking for legislation in their
interests. I regard many of the pro-
visions of his bill as fantastic in the
extreme, but can not understand how
any one who favors, for instance, the
continuation of the present power of
private individuals—i. e., railroad cor-
porations—to “hold up” the traffic of
a nation and exact such tribute as they
care to levy; who build up one com-
munity at the expense of another
through lower freight rates; who build
up foreign trade at the expense of do-
mestic trade as in the case of the 33 1-3
per cent. reduction granted to the steel
trust on its exports, how, I say. can
those who favor this system consist-
ently oppose the provision of Cowdon’s
bill, which proposes {0 establish a gov-
ernment system wherein all would se-
cure an equal service.

Official errors were made, as
now appears. in the New York {ax
report (pp. 690-91) under the new
system of assessment. These have
now been corrected as accurately
as the data permit. It seems that
the total valuation of land includ-

ed such as is exempt from taxa-
tion. To correct this error, the
value of all exempt real estate—-
land value and improvement value
included, has now been deducted
from the total value of land, with
the following result:

Assessed value of taxable real

estate (land and {improve-

MENEE) tvvvrneee coerrsrrnneensnnes $4,798,344.789
Assessed value of allland........ $3,697,68%, 935
Assessed value of all land, less

vaiue of exempt real estate

(land and improvements)...... $2,871,408,726
Assessed value of taxable im-

ProvVemMEeNts ..oveerves coaceeeens $1,926.936,063
Percentage of value of taxable

land to taxable real estate..... £9.8
Area in acres.... 29,218
Population ....... . 3,784,853
Population per acre.....c.ceovieenns 18
Average value of taxable land
TP ACTE tverranaseannerinnaasranns $13,725
Average value of improvements

PP ACTE. . evvrarreannasseisuseennnn $9,207
Average value of taxable land

per capita coovveiiiiiiiiiin i $759
Average value of improvements

percapita ......oooiiiiiniiinn $509

It is to be noted that inasmuch
as exempt real estate has been de-
ducted from total land values, the
taxable land values.-appear to be
somewhat less than they really
are; while the taxable value of
improvements, nothing being de-
ducted from the total, appears to
be higher than it really is. But it
is explained that “the error can-
not be great, as the value of im-
provements is a small proportion
of the value of exempt property.
of which public parks alone con-
stitute more than one-third.”

Judging from the reports of the
grand jury investigation into the
Iroquois theater disaster at Chi-
cago (p. 7T13), that body is very
likely to do its work better than
the coroner did his. At any rate
there appears to be a disposition
on the part of the grand jury to
bring out instead of conceal-
ing the facts regarding an ex-
plosion. From this feature of the
disaster the coroner’s jury seemed
to turn persistently away. But
geveral witnesses before the
grand jury have given testimony
which tends to confirm the theory
of those who from the outside
saw the exploding gases burst
through the stage roof in a high
column of fire,—their theory that
the whole force of the explosion
did not go through the roof, but
that it shot out a similar column
of fire at an angle through the

auditorium. This witnéss, George
(. Berry, is reported to have said:

My wife and brother and sister and I
attended the performance. They were
killed before-my eyes and I was burned
the way you see me here in trying to
get away from the awful gases and
flames. We had seats in the balcony on
the north side nearest the alley exit.
We were crowded almost out of our geats
by the people who were standing. The
space back of theseats and in the aisles
was packed with people standing. The
crowd was so great that the aisle arm of
my chair was used as a seat. We all no-
ticed the sparks falling on the stage, and
I feared a panic worse than 1 did the fire.
I had all I could do to make my wife and
brother and sister sit still. We obeyed
“Eddie” Foy’s command and sat quiet
until something awful shot into our
faces. It was like an explosion of gas
to me and it came with such force that
all four of us were knocked from our
seats. I was the first up from the floor
and I reached down to pick up my wife.
She was lying still and white. I was
crowded away from her side to where my
sister lay. I-attempted to raise her up
and she was crowded from my arms. I
tried to get back to where I could see
my wife lying, but I could not get to her
side. I tried to, but, my God, it was aw-
ful the way the fire and heat beat me
back. Fortunately, I had taken fresh
air into my lungs when that awful ex-
plosion occurred and I escaped its suf-
focating blast. When it got so hot and
the flames so thick about me, I started
for the exit, which was open. When I
got to within a few feet of it, I saw men
and women and children piled up in a
twisted mass of arms, legs and heads in
the doorway. They were burning then.
None of them seemed to be struggling.
I did not wait any longer then to get my
wife and relatives, but climbed up on
top of the people jammed in the door-
way and pulled myself out over them to
the flre-escape. It was the inhalation
of the gas in the explosion that killed
my people.

Another witness, John Haney, is
veported to have told the grand
jury of an odor of chemicals and
gases, which he asserted almost
completely overcame him. He said
the sensation was not an unpleas-
ant one and that he did not fully
realize the horror of it all until he
reached the fresh air and recov-
ered his senses. This corresponds
with the statements of others who
assert that the sensation was like
that of anaesthesia. Altogether
the probabality is strong that the
explosion was caused by chem-
jcals, and that many in the the-
ater were instantly killed by the
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explosion and its deadly gases.
To these the best of exits would
have afforded no escape. It is,
therefore, not sufficient to trace
responsibility to builders, owners
and ofticials with reference to con-
struction and precaution. The
cause of the explosion ought also
to be clearly ascertained; and the
responsibility for it—if there
should prove to be any peculiar
responsibility for that phase of
the disaster—should be definitely
fixed. There has scemed hereto-
fore.to be an inexplicable mdls]m
sition to take up this line of ‘n-
quiry with any vigor.

Nations have this advantage
over individuals, that they can
know just what their friends think
of them. It is not alwaysa pleas
ant experience, but oftentimes
the frankly spoken word, however
unpleasant, is wholesome. Ob-
serve, then, how one of the prinei-
pal and most thoughtful papers of
Gireat Britain, the London \po.\l\
er, regards our new venture in
Panama. Describitg Dresident
Rooseselt—quite appropriately it
would seem in the light of what he
and his other boasting friends say
of himself—as “the genial bueea
neer” who at present guides our
destiny, the Speaker proceeds to
comment with wholesome sever-
ity upon his message in justifica-
tion of the Panaina affair. “His
explanation,” it says, “does not
jnustify an act of brigandage; it is
merely an insistence upon the ex-
pediency which tempted the Unit-
ed States, in lawless defiance of
the rights of nations. in aiding and
abetting the revolt of Panama
from her sovereign.” Then comes
the rebuke that stings because it
speaks truth plainly: *“The Unit-
ed States has shaken the confi-
dence of the civilized world in her
honesty; the acquisition of the
Isthmian ecanal a little earvlier,
and on easier terms, has cost her
very dear in that mm'll prestige
which is the truest wealth of na-
tions. We do not wonder that
a government committed to this
buccaneering poliey is straining
every effort to build up a great
navy. And yet theve is a deep pa-

thos, almost a tragedy, in the
pride with which this
ful democracy is aping the mili
tarism of etfete Euvope.” For
this ape-like world-powerism of
ours, we have given up the glovi-
ous distinction of a world pioneer,

SENATOR HANNA.

*Of the de: u], say nothing but
2ood.” This is one of thom- pre-
cepts which live because there is
the wisdom of (ruth dn it.
It is also one which, like most
true sayings, is often perverted in
application.

The personality of the dead
should indeed be sacred. For that
matter, so should the personality
of the living. Death canadd noth-
ing to the sametity of the individ-
ual.  What death does is to dra-
matize the humanities in such
manner as to place unusual em-
phasis upon the hmnan quality of
personal  kindliness, a quality
which ought 10 be as active in the
presence of the miracle Life as un-

der the shadow of the miracle
Death.
Quite as true is it that woe

shonld say nothing but good of the
living, as That we should say noth-
ing lml zood of the dead. If {he
ey ll that the living do is not harm-
ful to others, it is something
about which we should be sjle ‘nt;
if the evil that the dead have done
dies with them. it shonld be buried
with their bones in the grave.

But some men arve conspicuons
representatives of great human
currents or forces. They .lrot\pm
of social tendencies. In this posi-
tion thay personify to the wmul-
titude somollnn«r which, if iv
happen to be m'il‘ “does harm
to others while the man lives and
does not die when he dies.

To say that such a tendeney or
force must not be eriticised in con-
nection with the personality of
its conspicuous representatives
when they die, ix to exalt persons
above principles and  the dead
above the Ii\'ing To make their
dying the oceasion for emphasiz-
mg their good personal qualities
in such manner as to seem to jus-
tify the evil principles they may
have personified with distinction,
is to pervert the old precept.
While careful to say nothing but
good of the dead, » We must be care-

s once peace-

ful to say nothing that is good of
the evils with which in the pub-
lic mind the dead may be identi-

fied.

This distinction can be easily
made with reference o the late
Marcus .. Hanna, United States
Senator from Ohio.

In his private relations My,
Hanna is described by those whe
kunew him intimately, as a man of
lovable personality.

In his private conduct he ap-
pears to have been beyond re-
proach, so that even if evil repori s
might be properly  sought  for
they could not he found.

He seems in business to have
been not only diligent and pro
gressive, but npright according to
the best ethical standards of his
business environment.

And if in the warfare of politics
he may have used munitions and
strategy that would not stand the
test of the highor aws of moral
philosophy, it is to be remem-
bered that individual behavior
must be tried by existing codes of
honorable conduct and not by
ideals.  Méreover those evils are
of the kind that Ilﬂll.‘l”\' die witl
the doer. If their influence sur-
vives at all it is beeause more pro-
found evils perpetuate it.

With reference, then, even to
thislarger ficld of private conduct.
where aceusations against Mr.
Hanna are most numerous and
weighty, we may all unite in hu.r,\'-
ing 1{hose accusations along with
the body of him against whow
they rose: and with deep sympa-
thy and profound sincerity we
may agree neither to gay nor de-
sire to say anything of the dead
Senator but good.

His greatest rival in Ohio poli-
tics, Tom L. Johnson, did not wait
for death {o come before recogniz-
ing and acknowledging the vir-
tues of Senator Manna. In the
very thick of a political fight, in
which Mr. Johnson was the target
for volleys of unjust andviolent ep-
ithets, he frequently tookoecasion
to refer to Mr. Hanna as a good
neighbor, in- whose private life
and character he saw no faults
that he would exploit. If Johnson
could find it in his heart to sayv
nothing but good of Senator ITan-
na then. why may not the dead
Senator’s bitterest enemy rise to
the level of saying it now?

But the social tendency or force
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which Senator Hanna so conspic-
uously personified is a different
matter. This cannot be forgotten
while it retains vitality, nor can
Nenator Hanna's personification
of it be ignored. Much less may
Mr. Hanna’s personal virtues be
so emphasized and elaborated as
to angment the vitality of the evil
he represented. We must not al-
low personal sympathy and ten-
derness to close our minds to the
fact that the Ohio Senator was

the most conspicuous persouifica-.

tion of the most evil tendency of
our time. He personified that ten-
dency in public affairs which sub-
stitutes the doctrine of might un-
der the forms of law, for the es-
sential principle of right.

Mr. Hanna perceived no other
standards of right than the con-
ventional ones. That these are
subject to an analysis under which
the false in them must be rejecied
while the true is preserved. ex-
ceeded his powers of comprehen-
<|ion.

He believed. for instance, in the
sanctity of property rights. But
of property rights as moral rights,
in contradistinction to legal or in-
stitutional rights, he had no no-
tion. To himeverything was justly
property that the law recognizes
as such, and nothing else was.

He was incapable of seeing that
property in what men produce and
voluntarily exchange is funda-
mentally different from property
in advantageous privileges which
the law grants. Thus, a street
franchise and the rails or cars, a
building and its site, a miner's
wages and a mine-owners royalty,
2 structure of any kind and a mo-
nopoly privilege created by naked
law, were all property to him and
all equally sacred. Had he lived
in Mississippi in slavery days, his
veonomic philosophy—if philoso-
phy it may be called—would logic-
ally have prevented his seeingany
difference in sacredness between
property in a horse and property
in a Negro. Conventional laws
and institutions, regardless of jus-
tice. were his only standards.

Nor in altering those standards
did broad moral considerations
seem to have any influence with
him. Success alone was his ideal.
Chavitable he was, as charity goes:
and upon a generous scale. But
power was what he sought—pow-
er for his country. power for his
party, power for the business in-

terests of his class, power for him-
self. He did not recoil from
the obliteration of republican
land-marks and the subjuga-
tion of “inferior”  peoples.
when imperialism was to be
get up and his country made a
world power. He saw nothing
wrong in taxing one man for an:
other's profit, and so had mno
hesitation in boldly advocating
subsidies outof the public treasury
for the private interests with
which his business prosperity was
allied.. He saw nothing wrongin
bending legislative bodies to his
will by any means when there
were legislative ends he desired to
attain. Though he would not defy
the law, he would make of law-
making his weapon of might. To
“gtand pat” was his motto andto
“get there” his ambition; not
alone for himself. but for all that
seemed to him as part of himself
—his class, his faction, his party,
his country. He believed that we
must make our own destiny, and
that our destiny determines our
duty.

To understand this attitude of
Senator Hanna's mind is to un-
derstand much in his career that
engendered personal discredit in
his life time and will probably
bring his fame, should it long sur-
vive him, under general condemna-
tion.

It is also the kevto an under-
standing of the metcoric success
of Mr. Hanna's career in public
life. Doubtless his attractive per-
sonal ways in many respects con-
tributed largely to that success.
But it was chiefly due to the fact
that with great ability, unflag-
ging energy, and exceptional sin-
gleness of purpose, he united his
feeling for the sacredness of
established institutions as the
repository of all the rights there
are and the expression of all the
justice that can exist. His narrow-
ly utilitavian philosophy was the
prevailing philosophy of his gen-
eration, and his personal quali-
ties enabled him to become ita3
very conspicuous, perhaps its
most conspicuous, exemplar in
publie life,

What Abraham Lincoln was to
the last era of democratie revival,
almost that was Marcus A, Hanna
to the present era of plutocratic
dominance. And for correspond-
ing reasons. Each possessed and

utilized the personal qualities
that made him a protagonist of
the spirit of his time. Opposites
in principle, the two men were
nevertheless much alike in their
personal adaptability to the hos-
tile ideals for which they respec-
tively stood.

With the friends of Senator
IHanna who mourn for him. allmay
sympathize. No one canu standin
the presence of death without
sorrowing, nor think of -its be-
reavements without sympathy.
But with the tendencies in busi-
ness and political life of which Mr.
IIanna was 8o distinguished an ex-
emplar, none can sympathize who
intelligently love their country,
who deeply love their kind. or who
look with optimistic eye to the un-
folding of God's beneficent pur-
poses in the social sphere of hu-
man life.

EDITORIAL- CORRESPONDENCE.

Washington, D. G, Feb. 14.—Some
months ago The Public commented upon
certain corresponcence between the
vice president of a Cleveland corpora-
tion and the L. M. Whiton company of
New London, Conn. (p. 322), in which
the former endeavored to enliBt the co-
operation of the New London firm in a
movement having for its declared pur-
pose the placing of a secret ager:t of the
Cleveland organization among the em-
ployes of all large industrial establish-
ments in the East, whose business it
would be to report and checkmate as
far as possible any movement among his
fellow employes lookirg to an crganized
effort to secure increased wages. shorter
hours, etc.; also to report the proceed-
ings of the labor organizations to which
these employes belong so far as it affected
their relationship with their employer.
It will probably be remembered that the
New London company refused to sub-
scribe to this service and decounced the
whole plan as un-American.

On Thursday of this week the House
committee on labor was favored with
a harangue by a Daniel Davenport, who
announced himself as an attorney of
Bridgeport, Conn., stating he was gen-
eral agent of the American Anti-Boy-
cott Association. Apparently devoid of
all sense of humor, Davenportannounced
that the ground of his opposition to the
proposed 8-hour bill was that the bill
“was not wanted by either the employer
or employe.” Incidentally, he denounced
it as socialistic legislation of the worst
character. Of course, no one should
question Mr. Davenport's authority to
speak for the tens of thousands of em-
ployers and millions of employes in the
United States, but singularly enough he
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did not state when and under what con-
ditions the plebiscite was held at which
this decision of the employers and em-
ployes of the ¢ountry wasarrived at.

The interesting point to be borne in
mind is the known existence of a cor-
poration, having its headquarters in
Cleveland, which is secretly organizing
the manufacturers of the country against
labor legislation, and 1s adopting Molly
Maguire and Ku Klux methods in bring-
ing this result about. It is hardly neces-
sary to add that Davenport declined to
state the specific membership of the or-
ganization he represented, saying it was
necessarily a secret organization. And
yet we are told that it is only socialistic
leaders and agitators who are attempt-
ing to array class against class!

It is very doubtful whether a Congres-
sional majority was ever guilty of a more
shameless exhibition of partisanship
than was exhibited on Wednesday when
all but three Republicans voted to seat
William Connell in place of the Demo-
crat who, as every fair minded, un-
biased person must agree, was elected in
the 10th Pennsylvanija district in 1902.

When it is stated that Connell was
one of the largest individual coal opera-
tors in the anthracite region, and had
made himself particularly objectionable
to the miners during that titanic strug-
gle, immediately preceding as it did the
election in November, 12, it is not sur-
prising that a county normally Repub-
lican should have been carried by the
Democratic Congressional candidate.
It was carried by the Democratic can-
didate for governor by 5,000 majority.

For years Connell has degraded and
debauched that constituency with a most
lavish expenditure of money in Congres-
sional campaigns. It is charged and not
geriously denied that he spent 60 to 80
thousand dollars to secure his election

and nearly as much more to set aside
the vote of the people and have Howell
unseated. It is striking proof of the
demoralization which protection has
produced in inducing its chief benefic-
iaries to contribute millions to campaign
funds to perpgtuate that policy that
there was but one vpice raised on the
Republican side (Geo. Shiras, 3rd)

"against this shameless sale of a seat to

one who had been and was still expected
to be a wholesale contributor to Re-
publican campaign funds, both national
and local. .
Overwhelming evidence was furnish-
ed showing that Connell tapped his “bar-
tell,”” opened his ‘‘savings bank,” and
provided practically inexhaustible funds
for any and all who could be induced to
distribute them—no matter whether
Republican or Democrat. A veritable
saturnalia of corruption reigned. Men
were told, “Here is a thousand dollars;
go and ‘work’ for Connell!” Foremen
of gangs of Italian workmen who were
known only by numbers, mcst of whom
tiad only been in the country a few

months, were given what to them must
have seemed princely sums to vote their
gangs “en bloc” for Connell. The cry
of the Connell heelers was for votes.
Votes, votes, votes, were what they
wanted they said, and there was no
question of how or by what means they
were obtaired. Any Democraticeiection
official could get the equivalent of half a
year's wages if he would but deliver the
“goods:”’

When this wholesale bribery failed of
its object by less than 500 votes, then
Connell with brazen effrontery sets up
the cry of fraud! Of course there was
fraud. Fraud on a gigantic scale was
the natural outcome of this general de-
bauching of the suffrage and of election
officials. Why, fraud was.planned and
bribery practiced long before election
day. Fearing the wrath of the miners
and doubtful of the sufficiency of the
Republican nomination, Connell ‘sent
his agents into the Democratic conven-
tion and bought up a part of its

delegates, so that 32 of its 160
delegates withdrew after Howell
had been nominated for Congress

and another man had been nom-
inated for a judgeship. These 32
and others formed a rump convention
and nominated Conrnell, thereby shut-
ting Howell out from the Democratic
column, as Connell carried his contest
to the Dauphin County (Harrisburg)
Court, created by Quay and manned by
one of his creatures for the express
purpose of doing what was done in this
case, viz., depriving a Democratic nomi-
nee (Howell) of a place in the Democratic
colurun on the official ballot.

How general the revolt in Lackawan-
na County—the 10th district—was, is
shown in the election returns. Al-
though his name appeared in an inde-
pendent column, and despite the use
of an enormous corruption fund, Howell,
who was a poor man, having been a
school teacher there for 17 years, re-
celved a phurality ot 461.

The mere fact. never denied, that Con-
nell has repeatedly spent scores of thou-
sands of dollars to secure his election,
should of itself have debarred him from
a seat in Congress. But what monopolist
could be expected to contribute to the
campaign treasury of a party which
should thus fail to “stand by its friends?”

Three hundred and twenty private
pension Dbills enacted into law ia
155 minutes is the record so far
of this Congress. In the face of
this, who will deny that the 58th
Congress is composed of a most indus-
trious body of men. None but a con-
firmed cynic would cite the fact that
the 320 bills were passed in the House
during a day when the average number
of members present was about forty.

The Baltimore conflagration has
again demonstrated theindestructibility
of land-values—except from the with-

drawal of population. Although some
$75,000,000 worth of labor products in
the form of stores, warehouses and their
contents were destroyed, we find that the
land upon which these structures were
built has been enhanced, rather than
lowered, in value by the fire. Increases
of 25 per cent. and even 50 per cent. are
reported. One property is cited for
which the present owner, who only a
few months ago paid $7,600 for it, has
been offered $40,000; butlike Oliver Twist
he cries for “more.” The same thirg is
seen in Brooklyn, where about a month
ago fire destroyed its Academy of Music.
The stock of the company which owned
that building and site was in the mar-
ket at $115 a share before the fire,
agairst which there was no insurance;
but almost immediately thereafter it

rose to $225 a share.
ROBERT BAKER.

' NEWS

Week ending Thursday, Feb. 18.

Reports from the Russian-Japa-
nese war (p. 710), are still un-
trustworthy as to much of the.de-
tail; but it is now possible to gath-
erout of the complexity of rumors,
confirmed and uncontirmed, a rea-
sonably probable account of the
opening of hostilities.

As indicated by the reports of
last week, the war began near
midnight of the Sth. The Japa-
nese made the first attack. They
made it with torpedo boats at Port
Arthur. Six of these boats crept
close up to the Russian warships
in the harbor, and before they
were discovered began firing tor-
pedoes. Three torpedoes took ef-
fect. They struck the Russian bat-
tleships Czarevitch and Retvizan
and the eruiser Pallada, all ot
which retreated into the harborin
a sinking condition. The Japa-
nese torpedo boats were subjected
to a continuous fire from the Rus-
sian forts and ships, but four of
them escaped. One of the six was
sunk; the other, deserted by her
crew, was captured in a sinking
condition by the Russians. This
fighting ended about 3 o’clock in
the morning of the Sthafter a Rus-
sian loss of 8 killed and 20
wounded. The Japanese loss, if
any, has not been reported.

About 11 o’clock on the morning
of the 9th a Japanese fleet of 15
ships appearved off Tort Arthur
in two lines of battle. Outside of
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the harbor, about two miles from
shore, there were 13 Russian war-
ships. . The Japanese fleet steamed
slowly past to the westward, about
4 miles from shore, each vessel be-
ginning to fire when opposite the
Russian ships. .\ geperal engage-
ment resulted, in which over 300
shells were thrown on both sides.
Very few reached their mark; al-
though some damage was done in
the town and also to the defending
fleet. while 22 Russians were killed
and 64 wounded. At noontheJapa-
nese withdrew to the sonthwayd.
They claim to have suffered but
little injury .to their vessels and
to have lost but 4 men killed and
54 wounded. War correspondents
at Port Arthur report the destrue-
tion of a battleship and the dis-
ablement of a cruiser, as part of
their loss. .

While this engagement of the
9(h at Port Arthur was in prog:
ress, another occurred off Chemu!-
po, a city on the western coast of
Corea. Two Russian war vessels,
the Variag,and the Korietz, left
the harbor of Chemulpo at abont
11:30 on the morning of the 9th.
They were attacked about 12
o'clock on the ontside by a Japa-
nese squadron, and for half an
hour the fighting was furious. The
Russian vessels then retreated
into the neutral waters of the har-
bor. But they had been g8o badly
damaged that their crews were or-
dered to destroyv them. The Korietz
was accordingly blown up by its
escaping crew and the Variag was
burned.  The Japanese claim
heavy loss of life on the Russian
vessels and none on their own. The
Russians concede 41killed and 10
wounded.

Many reports of naval engage-
ments have appeared in the daily
press during the week : but,except
asoutlinedabove,thenewsin these
reports ig of the kind known as
“headline news.” It consistsalto-
gether of variations in accounts of
the affairs of the Sth and 9th at
Port Arthur and Chemulpo and
of unconfirmed rumors of subse-
quent happenings. Among the
more probable of these reports

. are those regarding movements of
troops on land with reference to
the Yalu viver region. Inthiscon-
nection it is reported that theJapa-
nese made an effort on the 10th 1o
land two forces simultaneously

jn the rear of Port Arthar. on op-
posite sides of the Liaotung penin-
sula, but that the movement was
repulsed with serious loss to the
Japanese. It must be  remem-
bered, however, that the censor-
ship on each side is enforced
with such extreme severity that
no reports that are subject to it
can be accepted without careful
consideration of the probabilities
or satisfactory confirmation.

Japan's formal declaration of
war was proclaimed on the 10th.
For purposes of comparision with
the Russian declaration (p. 713),
we append the text:

We. by the grace of heaven, Emperor
of Japan, seated on the throne occupied
by the same dynasty since time im-
memorial. hereby make proclamation
to all our loyal and brave subjects as
follows: We hereby declare war
against Russia, and we command our
arm)} and navy to carry on hostilities
against her, in obedience to their duty,
with all their strength, and we also
command all our competent anthorities
to make every effort, in pursuance of
their duties, to attain the national aim
with all the means within the limits of
the law of nations. We have always
deemed it essential in international
relations, and have made it our con-
stant aim, to promote the pacific prog-
ress of our empire in civilization. to
strengthen our friendly ties with other
states and to establish a state of things
which would maintain enduring peace
in the far East, and assure the future
security of our dominion without in-
jury to the rights or interests of other
powers. Our competent authorities
have also performed their dutiesinobe-
dience to our will, s0 that our relations
with all the powers had been steadily
growing in cordiality. It was thus en-
tirely against our expectation that we
have unhappily come to open hostili-
ties against Russia. The integrity of
Corea is a matter of the gravest con-
cern to this empire, not only because
of our traditional relations with that
country, but because the separate ex-
istence of Corea is essential to the
safety of our realm. Nevertheless,
Russia, in disregard of her solemn
treaty pledges to China and her repeat-
ed assurance to other Powers, is still
in occupation of Manchuria, has con-
solidated and strengthened her hold on
those provinces and is bent upon their
final annexation. And, since the ah-
sorption of Manchuria by Russia would
render it imvossible to maintain the
integrity of China, and would, in ad-
dition, compe]l the abandonment of all
hope of peace in the far East, we were
determined in these circumstances to
settle the question by negotiations, and

to secure thereby permanent peace.
With that object in view our competent
authorities by our order made pro-
posals to Russia and frequent confer-
ences were held during the last six
months. Russia, however, never met
such proposals in a spirit of concilia-
tion, but by wanton delays put off a
settlement of the serious questions,
and, by ostensibly advocating peace on
one hand, while on the other extending
her naval and military preparations,
sought to accomplish her own selfish
designs. We cannot in the least admit
that Russia had from the first any seri-
ous or genuine desires for peace. She
rejected the proposal of our govern-
ment. The safety of Corea was in
danger and the interests of our empire
were menaced. The guarantees for the
future which we failed to secure by
peaceful negotiations can now only be
obtained by an appeal to arms. It is
our earnest wish that by loyalty and
valor of our faithful subjects peace
may soon be permanently restored and
the glory of our empire preserved.

The bearing of the war upon the
interests of neutral nations has
been a matter of news concern
during the week. Corea’s interests
are peculiar. It was reported last
week (p T13) thatJapan had taken
possesgion of her capital, the city
of Seounl, on the 11th. This was
confirmed by dispatches from
Reoul of the 12th, which reported
that the Japanese minister there
had informed the Emperor of
(‘orea that Japan would appointa
member of the Japanese imperial
house as viceroy, and that bhe
would come to Neonl merely as
adviser to the Corean government.
The Emperor was assured that
there was no cause for alarm, as
the appointment would be but
temporary. On the 16th further
dispatches from Corea reported
that the Corean government had
granted Japan the right o
traverse the-cSuntry. Al thisfol-
lowed a military occupation of the
city by the Japanese, which began
on the 9th

.

China is reported to have or
dered troops into Manchuria for
the protection of her own sov-
ereigniy thereand atthesametime
to have proclaimed neutrality.
(ireat Britain also has proclaimed
neutrality. She is urging Russia
to relinquish Manchuria, in fulfill-
ment of international pledges, and
has asked Denmark whether the
Danish government is prepared to
defend Denmark’s neutrality. Den-
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mark has replied in the affirma-
tive. The United States pro-
claimed neutrality on the 11th.

The subjeet of chief inferest to
the United States, however, with
reference to the war, is Seeretary
Hay's diplomatic note (p. 713) re-
garding a proposed delimitation
of the fighting territory. As un-
officially (but probably correctly)
reported on the 13th, Mr. Hay's
note instructed the American
representatives to Russia and Ja-
pan as follows:

You will express to the minister of
foreign affairs the earnest desire of the
government of the United States that,
in the course of the military operations
which have begun between Russia and
Japan, the neutralily of China, and in
all practical ways her administrative
entity, shall be respected by both par-
ties, and that the area of hostilities
shall be localized and limited as much
as possible, so that undue excitement
and disturbance of the Chinese people
may be prevented and the least posSi-
ble loss to the commerce and inter-
course of the world will be occasioned.

At the same time, Mr. Hay notified
of this action all the Powers tha
participated in the Chinese adjnst-
ment at the close of the “Boxer”
trouble, and requested similar ace-
tion on their part. Great Britain,
France, Germany and Austria-
Hungary are reported to have
fallen in with the suggestion. Ja-
pan has notified the United States
of her assent; but Russia has not
yet replied.

A significant  dispateh comes
through the Reuter ageney from
Moscow, Russia, under date of
February 15th. It speaks of the
degeneration of patriotic demon-
strations at St. Petersburg into
riotous scenes in which “seditious
proclamations” play a conspicu-
ous part. The police are reported
to be making domiciliary visits
and arresting many persons. As
Russia is believed to have been on
the verge of revolution at the out-
break of the war, the reported cir-
cumstances may have peculiar im-
portance.

In British polities the most im-
portant event of the week was the
defeat on the 15th of John Mor-
ley’s amendment (p. 696) to the ad-
dress of the Commons in reply to
the King's speech. This amend-

ment,intended to raise the issue of
free trade or protection directly,
was as follows: ’

It is our duty to present to your
majesty that our effective deliberation
on fluancial services 1s impaired by
conflicting  declarations from your
majesty’s ministers. We respectfully
submit the judgment of this House
that the removal of protective duties
has for more than half a ¢entury ac-
tively conduced to the vast extension
of the trade and commerce of the real;n
and the welfare of the population, and
this House belleves that, while the
needs for social improvement are still
manifold and urgent, any return to
protective duties, and more particular-
ly when impased upon the food of the
people, would be deeply injurious to
the national strength, contentment and
well being.

The defeat of the proposed amend-
ment was by a vote of 327 to 276,
The Irish vote was cast solidly
against the ministry, for the rea
son, as Mr. Redmond, the Irvish
leader explained, that—

Ireland has suffered in the past
equally from the protectionist as from
the free trade policy of England. We
are determined to use the complica-
tions which have arisen in the English
parties solely for the purpose of for-
warding the cause of home rule. We
voted against the government to-night
not on the merits of Mr. Morley's
amendment, but because we regarded
it a vote of want of confidence in the
ministry. We shall strike in the same
way against every ministry so long as
home rule is refused.

FFor the same reason, namely, that
a vote for the amendment was re-
garded as a vote of want of con-
fidence in the ministry, many
ministerialists who oppose pro-
tection, voted against {lie amend-
ment.  The debate disclosed a
hopeless division of opinion in the
ministry itself.

Attention has again been drawu
to the principle of home rule in
American municipalities, by an
apparent rivalry of both parties
in the New York legislature to
promote home rule legislation.
The Republicans, under the lead
of Gov. Odell, are reported to ba
contemplating laws which would
relegate to municipal control not
only the Sunday question, but most
other subjects of local concern.
such as the regulation of loeal
finances, the granting of local
franchises, ete.

-take official action favoring and

In the same general direction,
though more advanced, was the
action of the League of Michigan
Municipalities at its meeting at
Ann Arbor on the 13th. The fol-
lowing report by the committee
on resolutions, of which Frederick
. Ingram, of Detroit, was chair-
man, were adopted by the League
unanimously:

Whereas, It is the purpose and object
of this League to further efficiency and
progress in municipal government, and
believing that such ends will be pro-
moted by creating interest in the vital
municipal problems of the day; there-
fore be {t resolved, that this League
en-
conraging the adoption of the follow-
ing:

First. A complete and efficient direct
nomination law, whereby all nomina-
tions throughout the State shall be
made by single blanket ballot.

Second. That the principle of muni-
ciple ownership of public utilities be
fostered and encouraged.

Thiird. That public rights should be
zealously guarded; therefore. ordi-

narnces alienating any public rights or
granting so-called franchises should be
given the strictest scrutiny and oppor-
tunity for discussion, in which the pub-
lic should be invited to participate
Therefore, with that end in view, no
ordinance grantirg such rights should
be put to flnal passage until due no-
tice of at least 30 days shall have been
given to the public, and not then, if in
rthe meanwhile a petition contalning a
fair percentage of the qualified voters
shall have heen received by the com-
mon council asking for its reference
to a popular vote.

A programme for seeuring im-
mediate municipal ownershp and
operation of the Chicago street
car systems (p. 705), was adopted
on the 14th at a special delegate
meeting held under the auspices
of the Chicago Federation of La-
bor. The plan proposes—(1) That
the Mueller law be adopied at the
April election. (2) That the city
aecquire “as much of the tangible
property.unexpived franchises and
ninety-nine year act rights as may
be a necegsary part of an ideal
svstem™ by purchase orcondemna-
tion. (3) That the ecity conncil
then submit to a vote of the people
the guestion of issuing certifieates
to pay for the system and the ques.
tion of municipal operation. (1)
That in the meantime the council
nermit ears to be run only by re-
vocable licenses.
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NEWS NOTES.

—Alderman William Mavor, leader of
the city council of Chicago, died on the
12th.

—On the 13th the Emperor of Japan
celebrated the 2564th anniversary of his
dynasty.

—John H. Hamline, a leading lawyer
of Chicago who was prominent in civic
affairs, died on the 14th.

—The Republic of Panama promul-
gated its constitution (p. 665) on the
16th. Dr. Manuel Amador has been elect-
ed president.

—Senator Hanna, of Ohio, died of ty-
phoid fever at Washington on the 15th.
Official funeral services were held in
the Senate chamber on the 17th. Mr
Hanna was 67 years old.

—The first congregation of Swedish
Unitarians in Chicago has just been or-
ganized, with the hall at 1631 North
Clark street as a meeting place and the
Rev. Augustus Dellgren as pastor.

—The lower house of the Massachu-
setts legislature rejected a bill for wom-
an suffrage on the 16th, by a large viva
voce vote. Only 24 members asked for
a roll call, ard 30 were necessary.

—At the woman suffrage convention
at Washington on the 16th the Rev.
Anna Shaw was elected president of the
Assoclation, Mrs. Carrie Catt having de-
clined reelection. The color line in the
Association was abolished.

—The statistics of exports and im-
ports of the United States (see p. 6G6)
for the seven months ending January
31, 1994, as given by the January Treas-
ury sheet, were as follows (M standing

for merchandise, G for gold and S for
silver):

Exports. Imports. Balance.
M LLLUSU28,T64.88T 365,265,625 $363,399,262 exp.
G ... 13,602,160 59,517,150 45.914,590 imp.
S..... 270.748,130 16,602,586 11,145,544 exp.

—————e.

$970,115,177  $641.485,361 $325,629,816 exp,

—A press dispatch of the 14th from
New York reports that—

Edward Authony Spitzka, the brain an-
atomist, has completed an analysis of the
brain of George Francis Train, whose ec-
centricities were known on two contine nts.
Broadly speaking, Dr, Spitzka finds that
Mr. Train's brain, as an example of the
brainof a man of unquestioned menta' vigor
and superior mental capabilities, is one of
the best on record. The measurements of
the head show a very large expanse of
cranjum and the measurements of the face
show that it was normal. Judging from
the cranial and cerebral measurements it
is supposed that in middle age Mr, Train’s
brain welghed about 1,600 grammes, or about
55 or 38 ounces,

PRESS OPINIONS.

——

THE LATE SENATOR HANNA.
Dubuque Telegraph-Herald (Dem.), Feb.
16.—~We cannot conclude that Senator Han-
na was an influence tfor good in the nation,
unlexs we are to consider good as worked
through evil,—evii continued so long and
flagrantly as to produce revulsion of feel-
ing and precipitate a wave of reform, Mr.
Hunna was the agent of the influences that

make for the corruption of legislators and
of the people. In the measure that he
was, he was a baneful force. Hiaimprint
is the mark of the dollar sign. The badge
put ocn him by Davenport upon his entrance
into national politics, remained with him
until dcath.

Milwaukee Daliy News (Dem.), Feb, 16—
He bore the brunt of the assauits of de-
mocracy upon the piutocratic stronghold.
To the democracy he was what Mr. Bryan
has Leen to the piutocracy, To those that
are Democrats, as Jefferson way a Demo-
crat, and as Lincoln was a Democrat, Mr.
Hanna was an uniovable person and the
representative of destructive forces
stealthily working to undermine democrat-
I¢ institutions. He was an Alexander Ham-
ilton with none of Hamilton's masterly
ability. But he made no concealment of
his methods and his purposes. He was not
a hypocrite or a pharisce. He firmly be-
lieved that wealth should rule and that the
government's policies should be shtaped
to enrich the few at the expense of the
many. He was neither bettcr nor werse
than the forces that are upermost in our
national life. 1In an age of sordid commer-
clalism he entertained no ilusions. W here
other men in other times have taken up the
sword to put an end to argument, he made
appeal to the potent force of the almighty
dollar.

Omaha World-Heral@ (Dem.), Feb, 16.—
In politics Mr, Hanna represented a sys-
tem with which compromise¢ on the part
¢f those who are opposed to that sys-
tem is impossible, ¢ven in the presence of
the death chamber. His great abiiity and
genius were empioyed to fasten upon this
government a System which, soonér or
later, the American peopie must reject
it popular government is to prevail. Per-
haps Mr. Hanna was entircly honest in the
rcyal support he gave that system. Per-
Laps he was perfectly sincere in hisdeclar-
ation that the cause lic championed is the
better cause for the weltare of the
American  people.  Those who believe
in that system must be eternally at
war  with popular government; those
who believe that the public measures
Mr. Hanna advocated were for the bene-
tit of tke few to the Cisadvantage of the
many could hope that the rare tai-
ents of this man had been devoted to
the cause of the pecpie as ave learned it
from such men as Thomas Jefferson and
Abraham Lincoin, rather than as we learn
it from such men as J. Picrpont Morgan
and John . Rockfeller.

OBEY THE LAW.

Chicago Record-Herald (ind,, Rep.), Feb,
13.—The criticism of the county board by
Miss Margaret Haley for its failure to
provide in its appropriation bill for the
printing of the rval estate assessmend, as
required by statute, calls attention in a
forceful way to this inexcusable derelic-
tion on the part of that body. . . The
principal reason why the tax l!sts shouid
be published is because the law requires it.
If the board is not disposed to regard this
as a weighty reason, however, there are
abundant arguments in favor of it out-
slde of the plain legal obligation that rests
upon the county commissioner, .
The excuse offered by the board is lack
of funds to pay for.the publication. RBut
lack of funds does not prevent the board
from doing many things not specifically
required by law. Publicatlion of the lists is
made the plain duty of the board by the
statute. 1f this excuse were valid It would
leave all other duties involving expendi-
ture of money wholly optional with the
board. Morecover, the printing of the lists
for public information tends to relicve the
poveérty of which the board complains by
securing full and fair valuations.

SOCTALISM
CHURCH.
The (Milwaukee) Catholic Citizen (R, C)).
Ieb. 13.—We are obliged to protect ourseives

AND THE CATHOLIC

against habits of thought on the question
of socialism that are imported from the
seat of conflict in Germany. The German
court and German ofticialdom recognize
in soclalism the great enemy to their priv-
fleges; and they have passed the word
down to the state clergy that the peasantry
must be warned from the pulpit. The al-
liance which now exists between the Center
party and the party of the Kaliser, by which
such measures as the recall of the Jesuits
to Germauny are to be favored by tle gov-
ernment Iif the Center party will, in return,
favor the miiitary and anti-socialist poll-
cles of the Emperor, constitute a situation
which explains, in a large degree, the Ger-
man Catholic preoccupation on the subject
of socialism. But the reasons of this situa-
tion do not extend to this country, Here
the question must be discussed on jts
merits disembarrassed of prejudices and
pacts.

GARVIN'S AVAILABILITY.

8an Francisco Star (Dem.). Feb. 6.—Many
genuine democratic journals are advo-
cating Governor Garvin, of Rhode Island,
for the Presidency. His Is a name to con-
jure with (from the standpoint cf expedi-
ency as well as principle), for, as one of our
exchanges says, Le has-arried Lis State
twice for Governor. He has been making
a steadfast war on boodlers and grafters.
He has always been regular, standing
faithfully by the party. He has, for a
score or more years, upheld, in season and
out of season, the standard of human lib-
erty, of equal rights, and of opposition to
special privileges. He wouid be a candi-
date whom every progressive Democrat in
the nation should be proud to work for,
conscious that if he were elected a steady
progress would be made towards the ideal
which Democrats have in mind—the com-
plete extirpation of monopoly through the
repeal of every law which favors the few
at the expense of the many and denies the
Jeffersonian principle of ‘‘equal rights to
all, speclal privileges to none.”

N CONGRESS.

This_report is an abstract of the Oonfreuloul
Record, the ofical report of Congressional p

ings. It Includes all matters of general interest, and
closes with the last issue of the rd at hand upos

01ng 1@ press. Page references are Lo the pages of
ol 38 o’ that pub.lf&uon. P

Washington, D. C., Feb. 8-13, 1904.

Senate. -

On the 8th Senator Hopkins spoke on the
Panama question (p, 1797), and was fol-
lowed by a discussion over a proposed ap-
propriation to the Oregon exposition. The
diplomatic and consular appropriation bill
of the House was considered on the 9th (p.
1853), and with amendments adopted (p.
1854); after which Mr., Overman (p. 1853)
discussed the Bacon resolution regarding
relations with Colombia. He was tollowed
by Mr. Carmack (p. 1856), and Mr. Fulton
(p. 1868). The 10th was devoted to pension
biils coming up from the House, after a dis-
cusion of the Panama question. No busi-
ness of general interest was done on the
11th. Mr, Carmack read a speech on the
12th by Mr, Morgan on the Panama canal
question (p, 2025), Mr, Morgan's throat be-
ing in bad condition; and soon thereafter
adjournment was taken to the 15th,

House.

Most of the day on the S8th was spert in
considering Senate amendments to the
urgent deficiency bill (p. 18717). The Con-
nell vs. Howell contested election case from
the Tenth Congressional distriet of Penn-
sylvania (p. 1874), was taken up on the $th
and continued on the 10th (p. 1959), when
the contestant was scated and sworn in.
Thereupon consideration of the Senate
amendments to the urgent deficiency bill
wag resumed (p, 1870), and was contipue
on the 11th, when the House decided (g.
1498) to non-concur in all the 8enate amenc-
ments but one. An Immense number of
private pension bills were passed on the
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12th, after which the House adjourned to | But how, and for what end? And for our vengeance note .
the 13th, They would not have us like him—that's'| Those who clasp hands with Mammon,

Record Notes.—Speeches of Senators
Ciay (p. 1845), Ciarke, of Arkansae (p. 198)
and McCumber (p. 1937), on relations with
Colomhia. Text of Panama correspond-
ence of Baltimore American (p. 1862) and
Portland Oregonian (p. 1870), on the origin,
¢te., of the Panama secesslion,

MISCELLANY
LINCOLN: AN ODE.
Read at the Banquet of the Seventh Ward

Democratic Club of Chlcago on the Eve
of Lincoln's Birthday, February 11, 1904.

Forth from the dust and heat of busy years,
The lurid smoke of civil strife,

One figure stands, for pity even to tears;
But more, far more than that, great Lin-

coln cheers

All those who, loving Liberty as life,
. Stand armed to-day for the long tight

Of Right against sheer Might,

He was a People’'s Man, so humbly born

His very parentage was food for scorn;

No coilege smiled upon his youth;

His grip on Truth

Rose from hard facts, not easy learning;

What books he knew came from an inward
burning

For broader views and bolder thought

To voice the Truth he feared might else be

wrecked;

moonlight an@ by candle-light he

wrought

His own salvation out and, to corredt-

The inevitable defect .

Of knowledge gained from books alone,

He had the virgin forest to lay prone,

Broad streams to conquer, lesson best of
all: .

Hard work done with the hand.

He had in Poverty's ciose-ironed band

To strive, lest he in common error fall

Of thinking that soft palm, and polished
nail,

Linen unflecked,

And broadcloth coat

Deserve the best of this wide world's re-
spect,

Or sound the dominating note

When naught but naked Truth should
e'er prevalil.

By

Tall, gnarled, and gaunt,

Homely in thought, and face, and form,
A figure fit to make the genteel smile
And men of culture laugh,

With tales upon his lips that still,

Like ghosts, the fastidious haunt,

He learned his trade, with granite will,
The trade of separating wheat from chaff,
Upon that simpler, older plan

Where human hearts are warm

And kindness halves full many a weary

mile:

His one fine trade, of knowing men—and
Man.

Now, they, who closeted In well-warmed
rooms

‘Mid hot-house thoughts as well as hot-
house blooms

Pretend to hold o'er daily life the rod

Of what 'tis well to know,

‘Wou!d make of him a god!

Now, those whose mental kindred years
ago

<Could find in him only the mean and low,

Exalt him, and where once the halter

Was far too good, would set him on an
altar!

absurd;
They would smooth out the ruggedness
And honesty, would chasten every word,
‘With nice refinement blend
The scorn servility in him bestirred,

Turn robust curses to sweet words of
bliss—

A Samson sheared through their Delilah
kiss.

The deathless word of Jefferson

Which was {n Lincoln's very soul—

That Man is one

And men are equal, all, before the Law,

They call an outlived, outgrown thought, a
saw

Gleaned from a meaningless and mildewed
scroll!

They’ve set in Lincoln's chair what hideous
thing

Of him who would be rich, or would be
King,

Who would have war to bring us better
trade

And make the money easler flow,

Exchanging dollars for the woe

Of mother, wife, and malid!

Aye, they would barter

For fat concessions every true {deal

And our grand Declaration make unreal

That I8 the nation’s one thrice-holy char-
ter;

Poor swine, Its pearls they cannot know!

Would that our Lincoln lived to-day

To look upon degenerate sons of sires

Who lately stood as bold

As noon against the accursed fires

Of greedy and regardless goid

Burned before idols made of paltry clay;

To scourge, as once before were scourged,

The money-changers, those who glib have
urged

JUs on the downward path

Where all the nations slip and fall,

Who preach that power and lust for goods
are all

And the Man nothing—tempting God to
wrath,

Who place. in judgeships those thatlove the
rich

And scorn the poor, who lift above

The people to a brazen niche

Inviolate from criticism

Our rulers, as if hallowed by some chrism

Distllled from station, wealth, or birth,

Not worth,

Ignoring the one Law—of Love!

Ah, what would Lincoln do?

God, what would he not do!

He who called forth to desperate war

A freedom-loving nation in its might

With Liberty for Man its guiding-star

To make that Declaration nobly true,

And so fought out and won his fight;

‘What stinging ridicule

Would not be his for all that school

Of shrewd, self-advertising fool

And “worid-power’’ statesman, too,

That learns from Europe ail the Fathers
died

To keep us from angd teach a better pride!

the

Learning of him, the humbiy-born,
great

Through his own deeds, let us exalt the
State

Not for itself but what it does for Man;

Let us exalt the Fiag on which he wrote

“Freedom’ that it may always keep us
free;

Let us with eager jealousy

The act of every vaunting ruler scan

place ’

His filthy lucre in the van,

And so would bring the Amerlcan

To levels of some effete, dyving race.

Aye, let us stand, with cheers

For Lincoln’s memory

And tears

For his embittered life,

Each man an actor in the tragedy

That brought him all his strife;

Inspired by him to wage the long, long
fight

Of Right against sheer Might,

Pledging our very breath

To keep the nation and our children free

Even, like him, to the death! R

WALLACE RICE.

UNCLE SAM'S LETTERS TO JOHN
BULL.
Printed from the original MS.
Dear John:

Don’t imagine that I do not like the
British. The British are the salt of
the earth—Ilikewise the pepper. It's
only their greed and sordidness that
I abominate, as I do my own. Next
to Palestine, Britain has given us nigh
about our highest ideals of life, seems
to me. To the world’s great demo-
crats, like Victor Hugo, she has con-
tributed such names as Milton and
Charles Dickens. She has given the
world one of its greatest literatures—
prose that is sterling and strong and
true, and poetry sweet and pure as
the white clover honey of American
intervales. Our young women think
in the liquid numbers of Tennyson.
Our young men, all unconscious, are
stiffened in character by the down-
rightness of Carlyle and the upright-
ness of George Fox. The leaven of
Britain’s great men has raised the
world! That's why I complain. It's
because I liked you so well that your
Jingos led me off. You flattered and
fooled my inexperienced boys like
Hay, who forgot, if they had ever
known, my past, and I put my
money into bein’ a world power,
tossed my reputation to the winds,
built a lot of sheet iron tanks, filled
'em with powder, set 'em afloat and
called 'em a navy, an' I see it’'s an

even toss whether they go up or
down.
I see it all now plain enough. I've

been buildin’ a lot of warships that
are jist big Chinese firecrackers that
anybody can let off that can buy or
steal a torpedo, or ram ’em with a
SCOW.

1 think I've been a runnin’ wrong.
My full dinner pail has a dint in its
stomach; and my Republican prosperi-
ty is changed to “an apathy in
stocks.” I was afraid of bein’ called
a little American onct; but I'd ruther
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be a litile American than a Big
Thief, and it’s more economical.

After all there ain’t anything in vio-
latin’ the commandments of 4.
Whati's the spoon value, anyway, of
the stuff I've stolen? The Philippines
are an annual debt; and the Panama
canal is a fish-trap for money, set and
tended by financiers.

Well, this Japanese-Russian war has
saved me a pot of money anyway. I
don't dig taters no more, an’ save up,
to build a lot of tin warships, vulner-
able without and within’, to go fight-
in' in. The tin warship business is
over fer me; and it looks the same
fer the rest of you fellows. Say, John,
what’s to‘become of great naval em-
pires if the ironclads can be blown

out of water’ by any little antimere’

What becomes of
Where's

of a torpedo boat?
you if warships won't float?

your Indian empire, and South Africa?-

Why it reconstructs Christendom, and
countries will begin to govern thein-
selves. The South American republics
won’t need no warships, nor no Mon-
roe doctrine. All they'll need will be a
half dozen torpedo boats apiece along
shore, and Europe will be so courteous
that The Hague court can do all the
b_nsiness; or, if not, and a warship
menaces ’em a torpedo fleet or a sub-
marine, swarming it some dark night,
will do the business. -

Anyway I've got the lesson. I may
lay in a few torpedo boats to have
along shore to keep foreigners from
bein’ too fresh, but as for sheet-iron
powder tanks as fightin’ machines—I
save the price.

Torpedo boats may venture more,

But big warships must keep near shore.
UNCLE SAM.

MAYOR JOHNSON’'S WAY.

Believing that the publicity given to
the question of paroling prisoners from
the workhouse would be of general in-
terest, a correspondent recently called
on Harris R. Cooley, who has charge
of the departments of charities and
correction under the Johnson admin-
istration, and asked for a statement
from the standpoint of the adminis-
tration, to which he replied in part as
follows: .

“When Mr. Johnson was the first
time elected Mayor of Cleveland, he
asked me to accept the position of
director of charities and correction.
For 21 years I had been pastor of the
Cedar avenue church, and now I sud-
denly found myself face to face with
the problem of the poor and the crim-
inal. Very early in our conversations

_concerning the work of my department
the question of kindness and mercy
toward the so-called criminals was con-
gidered. I said that a radical change
in the manner of dealing with this
class of people would frighten many
good people, atd would bring much ad-
verse criticism. In his characteristic
way the Mayor said: °‘If it is right, we
will go ahead and do it He not only
gave to the movement his support and
sympathy, but he himself led out in the
work far beyond the old traditional
methods. He has never hesitated to
give his hearty approval. During his
first administration, we pardoned and
paroled 1,160 prisoners. The fact that
during the previous administration
only 84 were pardoned indicates the
departure from the established method.
In the political campaign much was
said about his dealing with crime ‘with
a kind and considerate hand.’ He is
not the first man who has been called
‘a, friend of publicans and sioners.” I
think much of the fear and dread
which were in the hearts of good peo-
ple has passed away, and that there
is a growing feeling that mercy and
kindness are elements of strength in
the reformation of men.

“At first there was much interest in
the meetings of the pardon board and
the room was crowded with spectators.
I invited a number of my brother min-
isters to go out and see for themselves.
As different cases would come up be-
fore us, the individual human history
would be brought out by the quick,
skillful questions of Mayor Johnson,
so that you could see, as Victor Hugo
says, ‘the path up which the crime had
come” Here is a man in prison for
neglect of his family. The wife and
little children are present. The child
innocently climbs on his father's knee.
I would ask my minister friend what
he would ‘do. ‘Oh,” he would say, ‘I
would give that man another chance.’
He had passed unconsciously from the
conception of prisoners as an outcast
class by themselves, to that of so many
individuals, each with a human his-
tory.

“We found that many prisoners were
in the workhouse because they had no
money to pay their fines. The Mayor
took the ground that this was practical-
ly imprisonment for debt, which our
civilization is supposed to have out-
grown. Out of 1,160 pardened and
paroled, if they could have raised the
money over 900 would have gone out be-
fore we even considered their cases,
and, as the lawyers say, ‘the ends of
justice would have been satisfied.’

1f a man ought to be kept in prison for

30 days, he ought to be kept there the
same, whether he has $5 or $5,000.

“The cases of intoxication were dealt
with leniently, with the feeling that -
there ought-to be kinder and more ra-
tional treatment. Many men have com-
mitted suicide in their desperate strug-
gle with drink.

“In our conversations the Mayor has
often expressed himself as becoming
more and more convinced that most of -
the so-called crime is the result of
bad environment; that the great, un-
derlying cause of crime, misery and
wretchedness is the lack of opportun-
ity to earn a comfortable and honor-
able livelihood. He has the feeling
that most of these people have not had
a fair chance in life; that they are the
victims of sunjust social and industrial
conditions. He sees clearly in the
single tax movement the fundamental
remedy by restoring to all the children
of men their birthrights in the earth
and its natural advantages. He be-
lieves that with better opportunities for
all, the world would progress beyond
our fondest dreams, industrially, so-
cially and morally.

“Time will tell whether kindness and
mercy are not stronger elements in hu-
man reformation than severity and bru-
tality of punéshment.”

STATUS OF THE PANAMA CANAL
QUESTION.

The foliowing article, written for The
Public, is from the pen of a man of national
reputation, whose familarity with the sub-
ject is highly exceptional. In transmitting
the article its author describes the canal
question as “*not yet a closed book aitheugh
it may be very soon.”

For more than 75 years citizens of
the United States as well as of for-
eign countries have vainly endeav-
ored to open a waterway across the
American isthmus. The carrying trade
of the world has now reached such
proportions as to 'demand the intro-
duction of the economies which would
result from its construction at the
earliest practicable date. It is esti-
mated that these economies would
save not less than $200,000,000 to the
trade of the world every year, or more
than the entire estimated cost of the
largest canal ever projected. Foreign
governments are debarred from under-
taking the work by the promulgation
of the Monroe Doctrine, and our owh
citizens have been prevented from
completing a canal by adverse legisia-
tion, so that the duty has now de-
volved upon the general government
fn response to a popular demand tha
such an interoceanic waterway should
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be built, owned and controlled by the
United States.

This demand led to the passage of
the bill known as the Hepburn bill,
by the house of representatives, in
the session of 1901-2, by a vote of 302
to 2, thus demonstrating the absence
of all partisanship; but the senate
thought it wise to substitute a totally
different measure requiring the presi-
<dent to proceed first upon the Panama
route under the following conditions
as specified in the act;—

Sec. 4. That should the President be
unabie to obtain for the United States a
satisfactory title to the property of the
New Panama Canal company and the con-
trol of the necessary territory of the Re-
public of Colombia, and the rights men-
tioned in sections one and two of this act,
within a reasonable time and upon reason-
able terms, then the President having first
obtained for the United States perpetual
<control by treaty of the necessary territory

' from Costa Rica and Nicaragua, upon
terms which he may consider reasonable,
for the construction, perpetual main-
tenance, operation and protection of a
canal connecting tho Cartdbean Sea with
the’ Paclfic ‘Ocean by what is commonly
known as the Nicaragua route, shall
through the said Isthmian Canal Commis-
slon cause to be excavated and constructed
a ship canal waterway from a point on the
shore of the Caribbean sea near Greytown,
by way of Lake Nlcaragua, to a point near
Brito on the Pacific Ocean.

Under this act therefore it became a
sine qua non that the title should nrst
be secured and also that perpetual con-
trol be obtained of the right of way.
‘The practical difficulties in the way of
securfng these fundamental rights may
best be stated by . reference to Lhe
treaty stipulations made in conformity
with the constitution of Colombia.

Article XXXYV. of the treaty made in
1846 between the United States and
New Granada (now Colombia) reads:

The government of New Granada guar-
antees to the government of the United
States that the right of way across the
Isthmus of Panama, upon any modes of
communication that now exist or that may
be hereafter constructed, shail be open and
free to the government and citizens of the
Unite® States, etc. . . . And in order to
secure to themselves the tranqujl and con-
stant enjoyment of these advantages, and
as an especlal compensation for the sald
advantages, and for the favors they have
acquired by the fourth, fifth and sixth
articles of this treaty, the United States
guargntee positively and efficacionsly to
New Granada, by the present stipulation,
the perfect neutrality of the before-men-
tioned Isthmus, with the view that the free
transit from one to the other sea may not
‘be interrupted or embarrassed in any fu-
ture time while this treaty exlsts; and, in
oconsequence, the United States also guar-
antee, In the same manner, the rights of
sovereignty and property which New Gran-
ada has an@ possesses over the sald terri-
tory.

Under this treaty the concessions

were granted to a corporation char-
tered by the State of- New York to
construct a railroad across the Isth-
mus, but it was “absolutely prohibited”’
from selling or transferring its rights
to any foreign powers. The same care
was exercised in the concessions grant-
ed in 1836 for a txansit-way across the
Isthmus, and also in the concessions for
a canal, executed in 1878, to the French
company.

The contract of 1850 as modified in
1867, for the Panama railroad, Art.
XXVIII., provides;—

The present privilege cannot be ceded or
transferred to any foreign government—
that is to say, to any govermment existing
outside of Colombian territory—under pain
of forfeiture of the sald privilege by the
mere act of attempting or verifying such
cession or transfer, which act from the
present time s declared absolutely null
and of no value or effect.

The contract for the canal,
1878, says:

dated

Art, 21. The grantees, or those who in
future may succeed them in their rights,
may transfer these rights to other capital-
i9ts or financial companies, but it is abso-
lutely prohibited to cede or mortgage them
under any consideration whatever to any
nation or foreign government,

When testifying before the inter-
oceanic committee of the senate in
reference to the proper means by
which the government of the United
States might acquire title to construct
the canal under the Spooner act, ex-
Senator Pasco, the member of the
Isthmian canal commission, having
charge of the investigations of these
matters, -stated in reply to the chair-
man of the committee, as follows:

The Chairman—What action, if any, is
necessary on the part of the Colombian
Government or the French Government to
secure to this Government the perpetual
control, management and ownership of this
Panama route?

Mr, Pasco—I1 do not understana@ that the
French Governmerit has anything to do
with the matter. It is a private corpora-
tion, and it i{s organized under the laws of
France. The interest that the liquidator
has in it is controlled by the court having
jurlsdiction in the matter; but the property
lies in Colombia, and of course no transfer
of title can be made except in accordance
with the laws of Colombia and in accord-
ance with the authority of the Colombian
Government; and the concession, as I said,
would make it impossible for the French
company to transfer its rights without the
consent of the Colombian Government. The
United States can never go there at all un-
less the terms by which it can occupy the
country and construct and carry on the
canal after it is completed can be arranged
with the Colombian Government. It can
never be done without the consent of
Colombia, and that, of course, is a matter
for treaty arrangements.

The sequel has shown that Colom-

bia was unwilling to part with her

sovereignty under the terms of the
Hay-Herran treaty, which was nego-
tiated but not ratified, and hence there
was apparently no legitimate way
whereby the government of the United
States as such could acquire title
without doing violence to the laws of
nations, for which she should at least
render just compensation.

Hence it would appear that private
parties have been debarred from con-
structing a canal by the powerful op-
position arrayed against all efforts,
and that the rights of sovereignty have
prevented the government from un-
dertaking the work, as was evidently
foreseen. It follows that the most
practicable as well as the most honor-
able course to pursue would be to ex-
ercise the discretion vested in the
chief executive of the United States
and proceed to build the canal by way
of the kae of Nicaragua.

«
BRYAN'S IMPRESSIONS OF TOL-
STOY.

Extracts from “Tolstoy, Apostle of Love
—A Study by Willlam Jennings Bryan,”
published in the Chitago Sunday American
of February 7. This article is one of a
series of foreign articles written by Mr.

Bryan, now appearing in the Chicago
American.

New York, Feb. 6.—Count Leo Tol-
stoy, the intellectual giant of Russia,
the moral Titan of Europe and the
world’'s most conspicuous exponent of
the doctrine of love, is living a life of
quiet retirement upon his estate near
the village of Yasnaya, Poliana, about
130 miles south of Moscow.

I made a visit to the home of this
peasant philosopher during my stay
in Russia, driving from Tula in the
early morning and arriving just after
dgylight. I had intended remaining
only a few hours, but his welcome
was so cordial that my stay was pro-
longed until nearly midnight. Count
Tolstoy is now about 76 years old, and
while he shows the advance of years
“he is still full of mental vigor and
retains much of his physical strength.

As an f{llustration of the latter I
might refer to the horseback ride and
walk which we took together in the
afternoon. « The ride covered about
four miles and the walk about two.
When we reached the house the count
said that he would take a little rest
and insisted that I should do likewise.

A few minutes later, when I ex-
pressed to the count’s physician, Dr.
Burkenheim, the fact that he might
have overtaxed his strength, the doc-
tor smilingly assured me that the
count usually took more exercise, but

had purposely lessened his allowance
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that day fearing that he might fa-
tigue me.

Count Tolstoy is an impressive fig-
ure. His years have only slightly
bowed his broad shoulders, and his
step is still alert.

" In height he is about five feet eight,
his head is large and his abundant hair
is not yet wholly white.

His large blue eyes are set wide
_apart and are shaded by heavy eye-
brows.

The forehead is unusually wide and
high. He wears a long, full beard
that gives him a patriarchal appear-
ance.

The mouth is large and the lips full.
The nose is rather long and the nos-
trils are wide. The hands are mus-
cular and the grasp bespeaks warmth
of heart. . . .

Tolstoy presents an ideal, and while
he recognizes that the best of effortsis
but an approach to the ideal, he does
not consent to the lowering of the
ideal itself or the defense of anything
that aims at less than the entire real-
ization of the ideal.

He is opposed to what he calls pal-
liatives, and insists that we need the
reformation of the individual more
than the reformation of law or gov-
ernment. )

He holds that the first thing to do is
to substitute the Christian spirit for
the selfish spirit.

He likens those who are trying to
make piecemeal progress to persons
who are trying to push cars along a
track by putting their shoulders
against the cars.

And the religious spirit he defines
as “such a belief in God and such a
feeling of responsibility to God as will
manifest itself both in the worship of
the Creator and in fellowship with the
created.” .

He is not a believer in protection
and regards a tariff levied upon all
of the people for the benefit of some
of the people as an ahbuse of govern-
ment and immoral “in principle. I
found that he was an admirer of
Henry George and a believer in his
theory in regard to the land tax.

He is opposed to trusts. He says
that the trust is a new kind of des-
potism and that it is a menace (o
modern society. He regards the power
that it gives men to oppress their fel-
lows as even more dangerous than its
power to reap great profits.

He referred to some of our very rich
men and declared that the possession
of great wealth was objectionable,
both because of its influence over its
possessor and because of the power it
gave him over his fellows.

-lend when properly directed.

1 asked him what use a man could
make of a great fortune, and he re-
plied: ‘“Let him give it away to the
first person he meets. That would be
better than keeping it.” And then he
told how a lady of fortune once asked
his advice as to what she could do
with her money (she derived her in-
come from a large manufacturing es-
tablishment), and he replied that it
she wanted to do good with her money
she might help her workpeople to re-
turn to the country and assist them
in buying and stocking their farms.
“If I do that,” she exclaimed in dis-
may, “I would not have any people 0
work for me and my income would
disappear.”

As all are more or less creatures ct
environment, Tolstoy’s views upon re-
ligion have probably been colored
somewhat by his experience with the
Greek church. He has, in some in-
stances, used arguments against the
Greek church which are broad enough
to apply to all church organizations.
He has not always discriminated be-
tween the proper use of an organiza-
tion and the abuse of the power which
a large organization possesses.

‘While animated by a sincere desire
to hasten the reign of universal broth-
erhood and to help the world to a
realization of the truth of the central
thought of Christ’s teachings, he has
not, I think, fully appreciated the great
aid which a church organization can
In the
work in which Tolstoy is engaged he
will find his strongest allies among
church members to whom the com-
mandment, “Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself,” is not merely sound
philosophy, but a divine command.
These will work in the church, and
through the church, while he stands
without, raising his voice to the same
God and calling men to the same kind
of life.

His cxperience with the arbitrary
methods of his own government has
led him to say things that have been
construed as a condemnation of all gov-
ernment. He has seen so much of vio-
lence and injustice done in the name
of the government that it is not
strange that the evils of government
should impress him more than its pos-
sibilities for good. And yet those who
believe that a just government is a
blessing can work with him in the ef-
fort to secure such remedial measures
as he asks for in his letter to “The
Czar and His Assistants.”

Tolstoy’s career shows how despotic
is the sway of thc heart and how, after
all, it rules the world, for while his lit-
erary achievements have been admired,

the influence which they have exert-
ed is as nothing compared with the in-
fluence exerted by nis philosophy.

People enjoy reading his character
sketches, his dialogues and his descrip-
tions of Russian life, but these do not
take hold upon men like his simple
presentation of the doctrine of love.
exemplified in his life as clearly as it
is expressed by his pen.

Many of his utterances are denied
publication in Russia and when print-
ed abroad cannot be carried across
the border, and yet he has made such
a powerful impressicn upon the world
that he is himself safe from molesta-
tion.

He can say with impunity against
his government and against the Greek
church what would be perilous for
others to say, and his very security is
proof positive that in Russia thought
inspired hy love is, as Carlyle has de-
clared it to be everywhere, stronger
than artillery parks.

OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE EXPORT
BARGAIN COUNTERS.

The American Economist, organ of
the Protective Tariff league, attempis
to justify the action of the protected
manufacturers in selling goods to for-
eigners at half the prices charged at
home, by declaring that this same evil
practice prevails in other countries
and, to some extent, even in free trade
Great Britain. -

When two wrongs make one right,
then, and only then, can we hobe to
eradicate this great economic evil by
pointing to the same evil in other
countries. The Economist cites Ger-
many and Great Britain. Of .course
Germany, being a highly protected
country, sells goods to foreigners at
greatly reduced prices. In all highly
protected countries there are bargain
counters for foreigners only.

Thus German sugar is now being
sold in Germany for 6.5 cents per
pound, and for export to England &t
2 cents. The tariff duty on sugar im-
ported into Germany is 4.3 cents per
pound. It is this duty, and this alone.
that enables the German sugar trust
(Cartel) to thus discriminate against
the German consumers. No such dis-
crimination as this exists, or can ex-
ist, in Great Britain or any other low-
tariff country.

The only specific instance of dis-'
crimination in England cited by the
Economist is that of the Taff Vale
railroad, which charges ‘37 cents a ton
for (Welsh) coal shipped over the
road, while the same kind of coal pays
only 25 cents a ton when shipped to
go out of the country.”



Feb. 20, 1904.

'he Pu blic

35

-

The London Colliery Guardian is
quoted as explaining that “the rail-
roads sometimes favor the foreigner
because they have the home trader in
a corner, and he cannot get away.”

This is an explanation which ex-

plains not only the slight difference
of 12 cents a ton in coal rates in Eng-
land but the great difference between
our own export and home prices. Our
borax trust, protected by a duty of 5
cents per pound, has us in a corner
and compels us to pay 7% cents per
pound for borax which it sells in Eng-
land at 214 cents. Our wire nail trust,
protected by a duty of one-half a cent
per pound, has us in a corner and
makes us pay 1.9 cents per pound for
nails that are sold in all other civil-
ized countries at 1.3 cents per pound.
And so on with the other trusts.
" Of course not all of the hundreds of
protected trusts that have us in a tariff
corner compel us to pay the foreign
price of their goods, plus the tariff
duty and plus the cost of transporta-
tion; but the most of these tariff
progeny work with this ideal price 'in
view, and are mortified if they can-
not succeed in attaining it. Practically
all of them make us pay “corner”
prices for their goods. And’ why
shouldn’t they, when we deliberately
elect to put ourselves in a tariff cor-
ner and at the mercy of these tariff
cormorants?

When will the people
sense ? -

BYRON W. HOLT.

get tariff

‘“What kind of man,” asked the high
official, “is this James Jewell—straight
and trustworthy?”

" “Absolutely,” replied the assistant.
“Why, there’s a man who wouldn't even
rob an Indian.” )

The high official looked somewhat
skeptical of this, but made allowance
for customary extravagance in speech.—
Kansas City Journal.

A typographical union in North
Carolina has found a practical way to
help a few of the child workers in that
State. It has instructed its secretary
to select some of thelittle girls who
are working in the cotton mills and
send them to school, paying them their
salary from the treasury of the unton.
The first child selected was nine years
old—the only support of a sick mother
. and a baby brother. She was getting
$1.20 a week in the mill, but the union
voted to raise her wages. This kind-
Iy act has created a great deal of at-
tention from all classes of people in
the South. One Southern labor leader

proposes that all the chidren who are
working in the cotton mills be sent
to school and have their wages paid
by the State.—Chicago Teachers’ Fed-
eration Bulletin.

“Do you believe in expansion?”

“Do I believe in expansion? Why, I
believe in it so thoroughly that I hope
to see the time when the Monroe doc-
trine is expanded to take in China and
Japan.”

Vandervelde, the Belgian socialist
leader, said recently in an address to the
strikers at Brussels: ‘“Let us take the
motto whieh the Christians have aban-
doned: ‘Thou shalt not kill!'”—The
Whim. :

The Plain People, retaining some sen-
timents of religion, regarded Mammon
with cold distrust.

But the fiend was nothing daunted.

“I have only to disguise myself as a
Savings Deposit,” chuckled he, “and
they will worship me.”—Detroit Free
Press.

BOOKS
THE BEING WITH THE UPTURNED
FACE.

Clarence Lathbury is described as
having escaped the title of poet only by
writing in prose. The truth of this de-
scription is especially evident from his
latest work, “The Being with the Up-
turned Face” (Funk and Wagnalls
Co.. New York, and The Nunc Licit
Press, Philadelphia and London. Price,
$1; postage, 10 cents extra), in which
the strain of prose-poetry seems some-
what overdone for a philosophical
theme not more generally accepted and
understood.

Mr. Lathbury’s theme is ‘“‘the upsweep
of human life from protoplasm to an-
gel.” Alike upon evolutionists whose
faith is strong enough for protoplasm
but blind to the angelic culmination, and
to religionists whose faith is strong
enough for angelism but not for proto-
plasm, the beauty of Mr. Lathbury’s
periods ard the power of his poetic epi-
grams are likely to be lost. Itisenlight-
enment rather than exaltation that they
crave for, if they crave atall; and prose-
poetry is not well adapted to dem-
onstrating either angelhood at one ex-
treme of human life or protoplasm at
the other.

The same kind of criticism will prob-
ably be even more widely appreciated,
not only with reference to these ex-
tremes of human life but also with
reference {o many of Mr. Lathbury’s al-
lusions to facts along the path of the
supposed  upsweep. For instance:
“There was a point in prehistoric times
when the animal reached its culmina-

desired than that at page 417

tion, and the e¢lusive element called

consejousness stole imperceptibly in;
here the brute ended and the man
began.” How does Mr. Lathbury
know that? Scientifically? Certain-
Iy not. It is only “scientific” specula-
tion. The fact that it happens to be
a ‘“‘scientific” fad of the present coes r.ot
make it true. .We have had “‘sciectific”
fads before. Again: “Anatomy places
man at the head of the brute creation,
and teils us that with him the series
comes to an end; he is not only the high-
est branch, but the highest possible
branch.” This is an assumption-—none
too violent for poetry, but hardly axio-
matic enough for philosophy. In some
such manner we find evolution, herecity,
and much of the fatalism which they
involve, accepted by Mr. Lathbury as
scientific demonstrations and turned
to account as the basis for a spiritual
climax. Such a theme, to make
it acceptable to independent rational
minds, requires more philosophical
treatment than it receives in “The Be-
ing with the Upturned Face.”

This, however, is not a denial of Mr.
Lathbury’s postulates or conclusiors. It
amounts to no more than saying that
poetry, even in prose form, is a different
thing from either science or philosophy.
Much less do we condemm Mr. Lath-
bury’s book. However defective that
book may be as a biological moncgraph,
it must none the less appeal with ereat
force not only to readers who are al-
ready in harmony with its philcsophy,
but alco to many who, though their
heads reject philoscphy have souls that
are full of poetry. That this must be so
may be seen from a few typical extracts.

How. for example. eould spiritual in-
volution as the necessary prerequisite
of material evolution, be more strong-
ly expressed than at page 38? “Power
and purpose ride on matter to the last
atom, and arrive at man.” Or, what
more poetic expression of supreme cre-
ative intelligence and beneficerce actirg
by evolution from involution could be
“An’ex-
quisite and puissant moral order seems
to have delegated to the cosmas the
office of stairway to a temple of wor-
ship.” And it would be hardly pcssi-
ble to suggest more comprehensively in
fewer words or stronger phrase the
true explanation of the tumultuous
spirit of our time—aye, of all time of
which we know, for each age has had it$
own peculiar unrest—than Mr. Lathbury
has done it at page 106: “We areathirst
for the Infinite and do not know it.”

PERIODICALS.

Speaking of the religlon of imperial-
ism the Nation says: “It is an eminentlv
practical reiigion, dividing with absolute
precision the elect from the non-elect. . . .
How absolutely repugnant to demceracy
and to Christianity this new religion is
need not be remarked. . Never in
the past have such elaborate pains hern
taken to prove that whatever is is right.
How much more wholescme, nay, how |
much more humane, than this ethnological
ciantran is Machiavelli's concertion of
the werld as one great cackpit.” At
least it can be said that Machiaveiii was no
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THE MODERN MAZEPPA.

bypocrite and did not sniffle over his poiicies
with pharisaic protenéee J. H. D.

The writer of the regular Boston Litera-
ry Letter in the Springficld Repu‘bllcan.
in speaking of Rev. Lyman Abbott 9 Life
of Beecher, i3 rather hard on the author.
“Beecher,”” says he, ‘hated slavery which
Dr. Abbott now does not, whatever he may
have done before he became a sophistical
defender of imperialism, which is simply
slavery by natlons, not individuals. He de-
sired justice to the freedmen, which per-
haps Dr. Abbott also does—though with
very muddy notions of what justice may

. Of course, Dr. Abbott, In spite of
what this writer says, would deny emphat-
fcally that ho has ceased to hate slavery or
to love justice; and yet Dr. Abbott's case
is most Interesting as typifying a change
of attitude that has gone ¢h among many
thinkers In recent years. That this change
of attitude is away from belief in democ-
racy. and tends towards imperialism and
pharisalc paternalism, no one c;antB‘y.

« .

The January-February number of the
American Law Review contains as its lead-
ing article the beginning of an addrcess by
Hon. John Goode on the Electoral Commis-
sion of 1877. Mr, Goode was a member of
Congress from Virginia at that time, Mr.
Blackburn Esterline, of Washington, D. C.,
contributes a paper on Acts of Congress
declared unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court of the United States. 8peaking of
the famous decisfon in Marbury vs Madi-
son he says: “If that decision was, as is
contended by some even in these later days,
a usurpation of power not delegated to the
court. it was the act, though a usurpatton,
of a Good Samaritan that rescued the con-

stitution from a destructive blow, and the.

people of America can ever rejoice because
of such acts of ueurpation on the part of
the court all along the highway of the
nation’s progress.”” What a difference It
makes all along the highway who does the
usurpating! J. H. D.
The Negro of To-day, ds the title of a
wholesome article by Joel Chandler Har-
ris In the Saturday Evening Post of Janu-
ary 30. “The Negro.” says Mr. Harrls, ‘‘is
acquiring an education, slowly, as a mat-
ter of course, but surely.” And inthiscon-
nection he proceeds to make a few general
comments which are well worth quoting:
“8o far as education i{s concerned, I am
fully persuaded that both blacks and
whites are getting too much of the wrong
kind and not half enough of the right kind.
There seems to be an educational craze on
all sides that must be left to wear itself out.
Such has heen the nature of tte popular
clamor that the real purpose of education

has been lost sight of, and we are turning
out heathen by the million, who enter on
the business of life with the dimmest ideas
of reiigion or morals. ‘Educatton for its
own sake—the education that more than
compensates, for thd tithe and effort neces-
sary to acquire it—has been put bodly out
of the schools. And we are in such a
furious hurry about the education that has
become the national fetish, for the reason
that it is quickly over with, that we are
impatient with what the Negro has ac-
complished.” J. H.D.

At the January meeting of C. A. I, L.

(Church Association in the Interes; of
Labor) Mr. Jacob Panker, organizer e
Ladics’ Garment Workers' Union. made

some Interesting remarks on child labor,
reported in Hammer and Pen, the organ of
the Association. Among other things he
sald: ‘"The labor of ckildren is often due
to the fact that, in a great many cases,
even in this city, the legal age is sworn toe
by parents, sealed and signed by a notary
public, when the children are not more
than ten years of age. The parents will
perjure themselves. They do this, because
thev are so ill pald for their own_ Iabor,
Children are not sent out to work when the
father Is able to support them. When I
wns working in southern New Jersey, in
my department a child faintad. 1 jumped
up and took the child from the floor. I
asked him why he did not go home. °‘IfI
do not work. I shall.have nothing to eat or
wear.' he said. T asked: ‘Have voua fa-
ther? ‘Yes,’ was the replv. ‘Why does he
not go to work?' ‘He has heen out of work
for two vearg.’ The child received $1.50 a
week, working .from seven to.dix, on 8at-

‘urday until'thres. Twenty-five centsaday,

two and one-half cents an hour! T asked
him how the family were supported. ‘Ma
goes out washing,’ he answercd. If that
father were able to find work at good
wagea, T do not believe he would send that
child to the factory. On the Nile children
die of old age at 15. Children working in |
southern New Jersey do not live more than
seven vears after going into the factory.”
What a glimpse this gives of the ‘‘other
half'* of New Jersey—the home of trusts
and the whooper-up of protectionist pros-
nerity. No wonder the speaker sald that
in spite of Mr. Hanna he believed that “so-
clety is'divided into two dlstinct;l;;sg."

Poatponed from Janunry
15). will be given hv the
AND BALL J.adies of the Henrv George

Asgnclation at Kehiller FTall,

103 Rancolph Street, Fridav
Fvening. Fehroary 2, 194, Tickets: Gentlemen, 50
centu: Ladles, 25 cents. Tickets of January 15 will
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SOCIALISM ys. SINGLE TAX

‘I'ne Turner Hall ebate between Post, Tlar-
dinge and Whiie for the Single Tax. and Unter-
mann, Stedman and Simons for Socinlism, s
now ready and selling mpmlfr. 1t is a hand-
some book of 72 pages, incind nueuﬁn foll-page
!_mrl ralis. Price 2bc, tive for a dollar, a dozen
or two dollars, postage included. Address

CHARLES H. KERR & CO.
(Co-overative)
88 Fifth Ave., Chle go

There will be a debate
between the Soolalists
und the Sing'le Taxers at
the Vorwaerta

FOURTH
DEBATE i

Avenue. on Runday. February 2lst, at 2:% p m.
Western Starr. mem ber Henry George Assoclation
will represent the Singic Taxers: A. M. Simons,
Kditor “‘International Socialiat Review™ will repre-
sent the Socialists.

JOHN Z. WHITE'S MOVEMENTS

Mr. White beglns a weck's engagement at Milwan-
kee on Kriduy, Fob. 19th. On Sunday, March 6h.
he begins n week's enxagement at New Orleans, La.
‘Che intervening dates between Feb. 27 and March
ath will be filled with addresses in and around

Chlcago. .
¥rlends In the Southern Stutes are invited tocorre-_
spond for open dates.
F. H. MON ROR, President.
Henry GGeorge Association.
1834 Washi St., Chi

m.

Progressive Religious Literature fres,
Agply rs. C. F. Wetmore, 4432 Sidoey Avenus
Chicago.



