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Without receding from our prin-
cipal contention of last week rela-
tive to the Iroquois theater fire
(p. 609), we are forced by subse-
quent-developments to a consid-
eration of some of the secondary
causes of that terrible catastro-
phe.

Laws designed for the security
of life in Chicago theaters and
other structures appear to have
been wantonly violated. For
this the responsibility rests
not only upon theater builders
and managers and architects, but
with even greater weight upon
city officials, and with still greater
weight upon the business classes
of Chicago—the same classes that
are loud in their denunciation of
crimes of far less magnitude.

We shall explain our meaning
in holding the business classes to
this awful responsibility. Butone
step at a time. First, as to the
persons immediately responsible
for this particular calamity—the
builders, architects, and man-
agers of the Iroquois theater.
Even the cominlonest precautions
seem to have been neglected. The
asbestos curtain was badly hung
and wasinflammable besides. Exit
doors were either locked or rusted
fast, and some of them swung in
such a way as to obstruct in-
stéad of facilitate safe egress.
No automatic sprinklers were in
place, and there was not a drop of
water ‘'within reach to extinguish
fire. No fire alarm was available.
Stairways met so as to churn the
converging currents of escaping
‘people like converging currents of
water. Fire escapes, 80 narrow at

the top as to barely accommodate
one thin stream of panic-stricken
people, were so adjusted toexitsas
to receive different streams at
different altitudes, and yet were
no wider at the bottom than at
the top. But why enumerate?
Had the theater been expressly
constructed and equipped for
wholesale and horrible slaughter,
it could hardly have been adapted
to the purpose much better
than it was. And many of its
dangerous defects were in con-
scious and not improbably corrupt
violation of the safety laws.

But this particular theater was
not peculiar in ‘those respects.
Some Chicago theaters may be
safer; but most of them are noft,
and some are even more dan-
gerous. It was only blind
fate and not - greater negli-
gence or turpitude that bhas
made the persons connected with
the Iroquois theater so especially
and unenviably conspicuous at
this time. Had the fire occurred
at almost any other Chicago thea-
ter during a performance, the ca-
lamity would have been similar.
And it would have come from sim-
ilar causes—wanton neglect of
reasonable precautions, jaunty in-
difference to the rights of patrons,
and callous neglect of legal re-
quirements. The whole fraternity
of theatrical management in Chi-
cago is morally as responsible for
the Iroquois disaster as are the
managers of that ill-fated theater.

Of the facts upor which thig
conclusion is based there is but
little room for dispute. The
Mayor has now closed all the the-
aters. His orders are so strin-
gent that he will not allow even
the ground floors to be occupied
by audiences. The necessity is so
great that he is as adamant to all
appeals, though his action de-
prives thousands of employment.
He will not allow any theater to

open until it has installed safety
devices in strict conformity with
the law. This seems more like a
panic-spasm than wise adminis-
tration, since the result could be
accomplished without much risk
by requiring each theater to con-
form to the law within a reason-
able time on pain of being closed
in case of neglect. But it testifies
most convincingly to the danger-
ous and lawless conditions that
have heretofore been perpetuated
with impunity. On the top of this
testimony comes an astounding
disclosure. It appears that the
building department reported in
detail the unsafe condition of the
Chicago theaters as much as two
months ago, and that the facts in
this report have been practically
disregarded by the building de-
partment, the Mayor, and the city
council. How is it possible wholly
to exonerate any of these author-
ities?

That brings us to the responsi-
bility of the business classes,
which, we repeat, is the weighti-
est of all. Why did the building
department merely report the uni-
versal violation of safety laws by
the theaters of Chicago instead of
also proceeding at once to secure
compliance with those laws? Be-
cause the head of that department
was afraid of arousing the hostil-
ity of the business classes by what
he thought, and with reason, they
would regard as a finicky inter-
ference with business interests.
And not the theatrical business
classes alone, mind you, but the
business classes in general; for
not only might business in gen-
eral have been prejudicially af-
fected by enforcing the laws
against theaters, but office build-
ings, churches, stores, and 8o on,
are sinners like the theaters.
Why did the Mayor merely refer
this damning report to the’ city
council, instead of also proceed-
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ing—more considerately than he
is doing now, but promptly and en-
ergetically—to secure compliance
with the safety laws? Because he,
too, feared the business classes
of the city. As he now says, he
would have been mobbed had he
taken that course at that time.
And so, probably, be would have
been; and by a broadcloth mob
at that., He could not have relied
upon any business-¢lass'sentiment
of respect for the law. Again,
why did the city council merely
toss the report over to a ‘commit-
tee, and why did the committee
merely refer it to a printer and in-
differently await the printer’s
pleasure—why all this  piddling
over violations of laws so vital to
the security of human life? The
same reason. The city council,
too, was afrald of the business
clasles

So we may trace responsibility
for the Iroquois catastrophe back
from the Iroquois managers to
the managers generally whose
derelictions they followed; and?
back from the managers to the of-
ficials who winked at these dere-
lictions; and back of the officials
to the business classes, whose
deadened conscience has latterly
become so characteristic of Ameri-
can business men. Among these
classes right and wrong have
ceased to be distinguishable ex-
cept momentarily as the distinc-
tion may happen to be useful for
selfish ends; while respect for law
is something which, though the
“lower classes” are said to owe it
to society, the business classes
seem to owe to nobody whenever
they are agreed upon its inconven-
ience or unprofitableness to them-
selves. With this spirit prevalent,
it is certain that any official who
had undertaken to enforce the fire
laws prior to the Iroquois disas-
ter would have run counter to a
business class sentiment rein-
forced by local advertising medi-
ums, which would probably have
ended his career in publiclife. Of-
ficials are culpable, of course, for
not having bravely met that ob-
stacle; but the culpability of those

who created the obstacle is far

the greater of the two. One of the
manifest lessons of the Iroquois
calamity is the importance of re-
vitalizing public opinion with a
conscience capable of distinguish-
ing right from wrong and dis-
posed impartially to respect laws
for the right regulation of social
life. This lesson needs to be
learned not merely by labor strik-
ers and hold-up men, as your mod-
ern pharisee thinks, but it is need-
ed by the business class most of
all. Nor is it applicable to Chicago
alone:

Incidentally, the vice of frec

.passes is brilliantly illuminated

by disclosures regarding the Iro-
quois theater fire. It was by this
means that minor officials were
bribed tor be good natured about
infractions of the law that have
proved so disastrous. For in-
stance, an inspector reported the
Iroquois as “O.K.” only a few min-
utes before the audience began a
terrible struggle for life in this
lawlessly equipped theater law-
lessly packed with human beings.
It is just that sort of inspection,
just that sort of official oversight,
that frée passes encourage. And
the free pass evil is not confined
to theaters nor to minor officials.
How many members of the Chica-
go city council are not in posses-
sion of railroad passes? How
often does the Mayor travel with-
out a pass? How many judges in
Chicago reject the proffered pass-
es of railroads on whose interests
they may have to sit in judgment?
How many officials anywhere are
without free passes? That these
“courtesies” do not effect the brib-
ery of officials with reference to
large matters is doubtless true.
Corrupt officials do not sell them-
selves so cheap. But it is beyond
dispute that passes do secure
small favors— compensating
“courtesies;” such, for instance,
as the “0. K.” of a thea-
ter’s violation of the law in
trifles — trifles which, however,
may precipitate calamities. If
free passes do not improper-
ly influence judges, inspectors,
councilmen, legislators, etc., why
do railroad officers
managers make them the regular

and theater

perquisites of public servants
with whom they have official rela-
tions?  Surely "not for their
health. The “O. K.” -ing of the
Iroquois theater just before it
burned, tells the story. Passes
put public officials in good humor
toward law-breakers. The public
official who takes them may not
know he is bribed; but the theater
or railroad manager who gives
them, he knows it.

That is reason enough for this
resolution offered in the Chicago
city council on the 4th by Alder-
man Dunn:

‘Whereas, the receipt of gratuities,
such as free'passage or tickets from
railroads, theaters, or_ other public
utilities or places of amusement by city
legislators, city officials and employes,
is clearly detrimental to the free dis-
charge of official duties; therefore, be
it resolved, that it is the sense of this
Council that the asking for or receipt
of any free pass, ticket, or special favor

from railroads or places of amusement

be condemned; and, be it_further re-
golved, that this a‘sking of accepling
such favors be made a ground for dis-
qualification from municipal office or
employment. Resolved, that the judi-
clary committee of this Council be re-
quested to report the necessary order to.
bring this resolution into full force and
effect. )

And it is rather discouraging to
be obliged to report that the “re-
form” council of Chicago has bur-
ied Mr. Dunn’s excellent resolu-
tion in committee, thus following:
the example of the Democratic
caucus in Congress (p. 503) which
made a similar disposition of Con-
gressman Baker’s resolution
pledging the party to refuse rail-

road passes.
® 4

President Roosevelt’s special’
message to Congress is unusually
interesting for a presidential mes-
sage; and, while long, necesgarily
80 because of the mass of its de-
tail and the subtlety of its argu-
ment, its substance may be boiled
down to Tweed’s noted inquiry:
“What are you going to do about:
it?” '

And, sure enough, what are we
going to do about it? If we con-
‘cede that the right to recognize
new governments is vested in the
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President exclusively and abso-
lutely—which is a precedent ser
by President Cleveland,—noth-
ing remains to do; for in that
case Panama is not only an
independent nation, but it is
one whose sovereignty—if Secre-
tary Hay is right in his theory as
to treaty covenants “running
with the land” — we are bound
by the old Granada treaty
to defend. No matter what the
American people may wish, no
matter what Congress might have
been disposed to do, if the Presi-
dent’s irresponsible recognition
of this new natioh is conclusive,
then nothing remains for Con-
gress to do but to attend to de-
tails. The President himself will
have done the vital thing without
80 .much as “By your leave,
Messrs. Congressmen.” *

It is upon this basis that Mr.
Roosevelt virtually demands of
Congress that it fill in the details
of the Panama policy which he of
his own unbridled will has inau-
gurated. He has virtually made
himself an absolute monarch as to
this most important matter. For
does he-not say:

The only question now before us is
that of the ratification of the treaty.
For it is to be remembered that a Tailure
to raﬁfy the treaty will not undo what
has been done, will not restore Panama
to Colombia, and will not alter our ob-
ligation to keep the transit open across

the Isthmus, and to prevent any out-
side power from menacing this transit.

And does he\ not—

repeat that the question actually before
this government is not that of the rec-
ognition of Panama as an independent
republic. That is already an accom-
plished fact. The question, and the

. only question, is whether or not we
shall build an Isthmian canal.

Take those two admonitions out
of his special message, and noth-
ing but a plea for Panama and the
Panama canal route remains.
But there is power in those ad-
monitions. They are Roosevelt-
ian for Tweed’s less polished but
not more deflant phrase.

How did Panama’s indepen-
dence come to be “an accomplished
fact.”? Simply through the favor
of Mr. Roosevelt. It was by his

orders, as his message shows, that
Commander Hubbard, U. 8. N,,
“prevented either party from at-
tacking the other;” that is, that
prevented Colombia from coerc-
ing a seceding State as we coerced
South Carolina in the 60’s. Itwas
by his recognition of the seceding
State, regardless of Congress,
that this State became a sover-
eign Power which we are bound by
treaty (according to the Hay the-
ory that “the covenant runs with

the land”) to protect from the |

parent Power. So Mr. Roosevelt
virtually says to the Senate: You
might as well ratify the treaty,
for I have already done every:
thing else; and whether you like
it or not, “What are you going to
do about it?”

Obviously only ome of two
things can be done. The Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority
to put Congress into such a
hole can be conceded, in which

case, a treaty with. Panama must

be confirmed whether the confirm-
ing power likes it or not. The only
alternative is to attack this evil
at the roots, by contesting the gu-
thority of the President to force

‘| his own will upon the country in

a matter involving, as the recogni-
tion of nmew nations does, far:
reaching questions of treaty obli
gations, of national honor, and
even of war. If the President’s
recognition of Panama is consti-
tutionally conclusive he has vir-
tually usurped the war-making au-
thority; for in that case his recog-
nition imposes upon Congress the
necessity of making war upon Co-
lombia if Colombia attempts to
hold Panama to its repudiated al-
legiance.

Gov. Garvin’s inaugural mes-
sage to the legislature of Rhode
Island is a model of terseness, lit-
erary form and statesmanship.
Among his recommendations is an
amendment to the State constitu-
tion empowering 5,000 citizens to
propose constitutional amend-
ments for referendum adoption.
He reminds the legislature that
the passage of this amendment
was solicited two years ago by 28
organizations—labor, reform and

religious. — representing many
thousands of citizens, and yet the
petitions were ignored. His re-
buke of the last legislature for re-
fusing to act upon the bribery cor-
ruption, to which he had called at-
tention, is stinging, notwithstand-
ing its mild terms and calm tone.
Another of his especially valuable
recommendations is the Purdy
plan of apportioning State tax-
es — namely, in proportion to
the actual expenditures of the
respective towns for local pur-
poses. He takes occasion also to
condemn the growing practice in
legislative bodies of burying im-
portant minority measures in com-
mittee, a procedure which he truly
describes as “a maltreatment of
representatives and their constitu-
ents, and unfair to the whole peo-
ple of the State.” But best of all
is the spirit in which Gov. Garvin
asks the Rhode Island legislature
to 'approach the performance of
its: duties. “In. this, the 258th
year of the General Assemblies
of Rhode Island,” he writes, “may
we be able to say of every act per-
formed, It is just.”

The lower courts of Oregon,
which held that the initiative and

.referendum amendment to the

State constitution had not been
properly adopted and.was there-
fore invalid (p. 215) have been
overruled by the highest court of
the State. This decision was ren-
dered on the 21st of last month.
The case arose over an act of the
legislature affecting the city of
Portland. To forestall a referen-
dum petition, the legislature de-
clared the act to be  emergent,
which, by the terms of the referen-
dum amendment, enabled the leg-
islature to give it immediate ef-
fect. It was a legislative trick
for evading referendum possibili-
ties. Upon coming into the courts
the law was defended on two gen-
eral grounds. It wasargued,first,
that the referendum amendment
was invalid. This point was over-
ruled by the Supreme Court. Sec-
ondly, it was argued that if the
amendment were valid, the emer-
gency declaration by the legisla-
ture could not be inquired into by
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the judiciary, and this point the

Supreme Court sustained.

When the case came up to the
Supreme Court the validity of the
referendum amendment was con-
tested on two grounds: First,
that the legislature had submitted
it while another proposed amend-
ment was pending, which the
State constitution forbids; and,
secondly, that it is in conflict with
the provisions of the FederalCon-
stituntion which guarantee to
every State a republican form of
government. Both contentions
were rejected by the court. Asto
the first, the court held that
the obstructing amendment had
lapsed from legislative inaction,
and that therefore the way was
clear for the referendum amend-
ment. The opinion of the court on
the second contention is of such
widespread interest and impor-
tance that it will bear liberal
quotation:

Nor do we think the amendment void
because in conflict with section 4, article
4, of the Constitution of the United
States, guaranteeing to every State a
republican form of government. The
purpose of this provision of the Con-
stitution is to protect the people of the
several States againet aristocratic and
monarchical invasions, and against in-
surrections and domestic violence, and
to prevent- them from abeolishing a re-
publican form of government. Cooley,
Const. Lim.- (7 ed.) 45; 2 Story, Const.
(5 ed.) p. 1815. But it does not forbid
them from amending or changing their
constitution in any way they may see
fit, so long as none of these results is ac-
complished. No particular style of
government is designated in the Con-
stitution as republican, nor is the ex-
act form in any way prescribed. A re-
publican form of government is a gov-
ernment administered ‘by representa-
tives chosen or appointed by the pcople
or by their authority. Mr. Madisop
says it is ‘‘a government which derives
all its powers directly or indirectly from
the great body of the people, and is ad-
ministered by persons holding their of-
fices during pleasure, for a limited pe-
riod, or during good behavior.” The
Federalist, 302. And, in discussing the
section of the Constitution of the United
States now under consideration, he
says: “But the authority extends no fur-
ther than to a guaranty of a republican
form of government, which supposes a
pre-existing government of the form
which is to be guaranteed. As long,
therefore, as the existing republican
forms are continued by the States, they

are guaranteed by the Federal Constitu-
-tion. Whenever the States may choose
to substitute other republican forms,
they have a right to do 0, and to claim
the Federal guaranty for the latter. The
only restriction imposed on them is
that they shall not exchange republican
for anti-republican constitutions.”—Ild.
342.

Now, the initiative and referendum
amendment do<s not abolish or destroy
the republican form of government, or
substitute apother in its place. The
representative character of government
still remains. The pcople have simply
reserved to themselves a larger share of
legislative power, but they have not
overthrown the republican form of gov-
ernment, or substituted another in its
place. The government is still divided
into the legislative, executive and judi-
cial departments, the dutiesof which are
discharged by representatives selected
by the people. Under this amendment,
it is true, the people may exercise a
legislative power, and may, in effect,
vote or defeat bills passed and approved
by the legislature and the Governor;
but the legislative and executive de-
partments are-.not-destroyed, nor are
their powers or authority materially
curtailed. Laws proposed and enacted
by the people under the initiative clause
of the amendment are subject ta the
same constitutional limitations as other
statutes, and may be amended or re-
pealed by the legislature at will. The
veto power of the governor is not
abridged in any_way, except as to such
laws as the legislature may refer to the
people. The provisions of the amend-
ment that “the veto power of the gov-
ernor shall not extend to measures
referred to. the.people’” must necessar-
fly be confined to the measures which
the legislature may refer, and cannot
apply toacts upon which the referendum
may be invoked by petition. The gov-
ernor i8 required under the constitution
to exercise his veto power, if at all, with-
in five days after the act shall have been:
presented to him, unless the general ad-
journment of the legislature shall pre-
vent its return within thattime, in which
case he shall exercise his right within
five days .after the adjournment. He
must necessarily act, therefore, before
the time expires within which a refer-
endum by petition on any act of the
legislature may be invoked, and before
it can be known whether it will be ifn-
voked or not. Unless, therefore, he
has a right to veto any act submitted
to him, except such as the legislature
may specially refer to the people, one of
the safeguards against hasty or ill-ad-
vised legislation which is everywhere
regarded as essential is removed—a re-
sult manifestly not contemplated by the
amendment.

The fly in this ointment is the

sinister intimation of the Oregon

il S R rmear

court that democratic govern-
ment, in so far as it may be
direct and not representave, or
may do away with fixed constitu-
tional inhibitions, would be as ob-
noxious to the clause of the Fed-
eral Constitutionregardingrepub-
lican forms as are monarchies. It
would truly be asurprising discov-
ery should we find that the Fed-
eral Constitution protects dem-
ocratic forms of government when
not representative. But not more
surprising, perhaps, than other
recent discoveries in American
constitutional law.

-_—

An analysis of the two recent
British by-elections—those at
Dulwich and Lewisham (boroughs
of London), which have been wide-
ly hailed as Chamberlain vic-
tories, indicates that they are the
kind of victories that are disas-
trous to the victors. At the last
previous election (1895) in the for-
mer borough, the Tory vote was
5,218, while on December 15 last it
was 5,819—a gain of 1114 per cent.
But the Liberal vote grew from
2,176 to 4,382, a gain of 101 per
cent. AtLewisham the dispropor-
tion is not 8o great, but even there
it is large. The Tory vote in 1892
(the last previous election) was
5,309; on December 15 it was 7,709,
a gain of 45 1-56 percent. But the
Liberal vote increased from 2,895
to 5,679—a gain of 97 per cent. In
spite of this the London Daily
Mail (which has finally thrown off
the mask) jubilates over these
two elections as “pretection” vic-

tories. If the general election
should ' show  corresponding
changes in all counties and

boroughs, Chamberlain would be
badly beaten. '

Protectionist logic is of the
whirligig order. Don’t we all re-
member how the free trade gold of
Great Britain used to flood our
shores in the interest of free trade
politics? So said protectionists.
It is the other way now in Eng:
land. Protectionists are claiming
that British free trade is being en-
couraged by protection gold from
Germany. “Now you see it and
now you don’t,” is characteristic
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of protection logic and prdtection
prosperity, as well ‘as of the more
vulgar thimblerig.

The aroma of Wall street hung
about the viands and impregnated

~ the political atmosphere at the

.

dinner to Mayor McClellan in New
York on the 4th. One whiff should
be enough to warn everybody that
New York is no place for the na-
tional convention. To hold the
convention there would be as good
as announcing its owners, and
that would be fatal at the elec-
tion. -

The drastic policy of Mayor Har-
rison with reference to the local
theaters and public halls calls for
more than passing mention. His
appalling consciousness of past
neglect seems to have thrown him
completely off his balance. There

i8 no other way of -aceounting for

his peremptory closing of theaters
and public bhalls, regardless of the
great loss and intense suffering
that this must cause and is now
causing. There is no excuse for
such a spasm. A requirement that
the safety ordinances be fully
complied with in a reasonable
time, that the specially dangerous
parts of the theaters be not used

meanwhile, and that all imme-

diately available precautions be
taken, would have been wise ad-
ministration. But what has been
done is childish and reckless. We
recognize the plea that it is the
duty of administrative officers to
enforce the laws as they find them,
and if Mayor Harrison were doing

this on principle and not under the

spur of personal irritation, we
should cordially sympathize with
him. But he is not doing it on
principle. Not only has he con-
fessedly allowed these ordinances
to be ignored in the past, but he
is deliberately ignoring them now.
It is only theaters and public halls
that he orders closed. Yet, upon
his own statement, churches and
department stores are notorious
violators of the same ordinances.
Why not close them, too?

When asked why, by one of the
theater managers, Mayor Harri-

son replied that the matter was
under consideration by the coun-
cil, and that it was for the coun-
cil to say what should be done.
But why for the council to say
in the case of churches and depart-
ment stores, and for the Mayor to
say in the case of theaters and
halls? These laws should be en-
forced impartially against all, if
against any. But here is a situa-
tion in which, with rational pre-
cautions, reasonable time should
be allowed- to churches, depart-
ment stores, halls and the’aters to
comply with the safety laws which
all have so long been permitted
to ignore. Not that there should
be any toleration of the vicious
doctrine of vested rights in wrong
doing, but revolutionary changes
should be made with as little dis-
turbance as possible. Let the
laws be strictly enforced; but
when enforcement has. long been
lax let some notice precede a
change of policy.

IMPERIALISM AND S00IAL PBOB-
LEMS.

There seem to be many who have
fajled to recognize any practical con-
nection between imperialism and the
internal social problems of a country.
We are apt to think of imperialism as

affecting only the foreign policy of

the nation, and thus we fail to see
its relation to home affairs, except, of
course, as it increases government ex-
pend1ture<

If we seek to get below the surface
of vanity and hurrah, and try serious-
ly to discover the real philosophy
of the imperialistic movement, what,
Tet us ask, is the impelling motive?
Think of what England has added to
her territory since 1870: an area of
4,754,000 square miles and an esti-
mated population of 88 millions!
Why thisimmense expansion? What
strong forces are back of it? Mani-
fext destiny and Anglo-Saxon push
are words: what is the- thmg9 Mr.
Hobson, an English writer, in his
book, “Imperialism: A Study,” has
given the answer.

“It is not too much to say,” he
writes, “that the modern foreign
policy of Great Britain is primarily

a struggle for profitable markets of
investment. Toalarger extent every
year Great Britain is becoming a na-
tion living upon tribute from abroad,
and the classes who enjoy this tribute
have an ever increasing incentive to
employ the public policy, the publie
purse, and the public force to extend
the field of their private investments,
and to safeguard and improve their
existing investments.”

In other words it is in the growth:
of concentrated capital and the con-
sequent desire for profitable foreign
trade and investment that we find-the
explanation of colonial expansion. It
is for foreign markets and the ex-
ploitation of weaker peoples thai
battleships are multiplied, taxes in-
creased, expenditures quadrupled,
lives sacrificed, and principles tram-
pled under foot. It is for extending
trade influence at the behest of finan-
cial rulers that the natural spread of
civilizatien apd self-government is
disregarded and a domineering tyran-
ny established over unwilling sub-
jects.

All this has become as true of
America as of England. We have
not an equal necessity of looking
abroad, because of our larger home
market;but wearelookingabroad.
It may be that the home market of
America still takes 96 per cent. of all
manufactured articles, only 4 per
cent. going to foreign markets; but
already we find that the extension of
foreign trade and the competition in
foreign markets are begetting and
fostering our imperialism. And at
the_same time, as has been the case
in England, they are beginning to be
used as an argument for resisting the
demands of laborers for better pay
and shorter hours. This argument is
being dinned into the ears of British
workingmen, and in due time it wilk
be dinned more and more into the
ears of American workingmen. Fur-
thermore, the same argument is used
to excuse the monopolistic methods
of trusts. Iman article, for example,
in one of the current reviews, a writ-
er concludes a lengthy discussion of
the Standard Oil Company by tell-
ing how this company sells about =)
per cent of the oil exported, how its
power at home enables it to compete
in foreign fields, and how it sells
abroad at a lower price than at home
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only where it comes into competition
with Russia in the eastern market.

But in a still more intimate way
the purpose and methods of im-
perialism connect themselves with
social problems at home. Readers of
The Public may, perhaps, remember
a book on Poverty reviewed some
time since in these columns. It was
a minute study of the English city of
York, in which place the author
found that over 40 per cent. of the
population were virtually paupers.

Now suppose England, instead of

overwhelming the Boers, had given
her thought and effort to cnabling
these people to become purchasers of
her goods! Well does Mr. Hobson
speak of the “absurdity of spending
half our financial resources in fight-
ing to secure foreign markets at a
‘time when hungry mouths, ill-clad
backs, ill-furnished houees, indicate
countless unsatisfied material wants
among our own population.” Im-
perialism turns its back on these con-
ditions in the home market. It does
not seek to increase this market by
a better distribution of wealth at
home. It goes about, at the cost of
the nation’s revenue and lives, seek-
ing foreign markets and foreign in-
vestments.

Imperialism talks much about
the spread of civilization. When' we
shall have attended better to social
conditions at home, then and then
only shall we have a civilization
worthy to spread. But imperialists
do not think so; the present civiliza-
tion is good enough for them, and
they want more of the same kind.
So the great financial forces that in
both England and America, through
the Tory and Republican parties, are
whistling patriotism and prozperity
to the neglect of the conditions of
ill-distributed wealth at home, are
the same forces that are backing the
policy of Imperialism.

Let us recognize the fact that there
are many good men in these parties
who have not considered the full pur-
port of this policy. There are others
who have been carried along by the
impulse of a mistaken patriotism, or
by the force of cleverly manipulated
public opinion. To all these we
must appeal to pause and think how

false the policy of Imperialism is both
in spirit and in method. Itsepirit is
driving us to acts of cruelty and to
the sacrifice of the optimistic prin-
ciples of demccratic government. Its
method is to divert attention and to
turn away from the betterment of
social conditions at home, while it
seeks new fields to exploit abroad.

: J. H. DILLARD.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, Jan. T.

The long expected clash of war
between Russia and Japan over
the Korean question (p. 213), a
clash in which Great  Britain,
France, Germany and even the
United States may possibly be-
come involved, seems now 1nost
imminent. In the news dispatches
it is freely predicted. Yet the
authentic disclosures are thus far
insufficient for a rational judg-
ment either as to the probability
of early hostilities or as to the im-
mediate or nominal causes there-
for.

.In the western hemisphere the
burning question of the week is the
PPanama complication. (p. 612).
President Roosevelthas devoted to
it a long special message to Cen-
gress, which was read before both
Houses on the 4th, upon their re-
assembling after the holiday re-
cess. In this message he reviews

“the subject vigorously from the

Administration point of view, con-
cluding with a declaration that the
recognition of Panama as an inde-
pendent republic is “already an
accomplished fact,” and therefore
that the only open question is
“whether or not we shall build an
Isthmian canal.”

Along with his special message
the President transmitted a let-
ter received by Secretary Hay
from Gen. Reyes, the Colombian
special envoy, and Mr. Hay’s re-
ply, which indicates the policy of
the Administration with refer-
ence to Colombia’s right to resist
the secession of Panama. Gen.
Reyes wrote (under date of Dec.
8): .

I have the honor to address your sxcel-
lency for the purpose of stating respect-
fully that I have received from my gov-
ernment instructions to inquire what

attituGe would be assumed by the gov-
ernment of the United States in theevent
which may take place of- Colombian
troops or forces under the Colombian
flag making their appearance on the
Isthmus, or att:mpting a lancing on the
territory for thé defense of the sover-
eignty and integrity of Colombia, and re-
specting the railroad line and the termi-
nal points, in accordance with the stipu-
lation of the treaty of 1846, which my
country is ever ready to obeerve.

Secretary Hay’s reply (dated Dec.
11) was as follows:

I have quoted your question textually,
and 1in reference to it am instructed by
the President to bring to the attention
of your excellency the following facts:
That the Republic of Panama proclaimed
its ind:pendence on the 3d of last month;
that, in consequence of this movement,
the independence of Panama has been
recognized by this government and by
many others; that a treaty has been
signed between the United States and
Panama, which has been ratified by the
latter state, and is now waiting ratifica-
tion by the American Senate; that by
the provisions of the said treaty the’
United States agrees to'maintain the in-
dependence of the Republic of Panama;
that although the treaty has not yet be-
come law by the action of the Senate,
there are already inchoate rights and
duties created by it which place the re-
sponsibility of preserving peace and or-
der on the Isthmus in the hands of the
government of the United Statesand of
Panama, even if such respeonsibility
were not imposed by the historical
events of the last fifty years. In viewof

these facts I am instructed to say to your

excellency that the government of the
United States would regard with the,
gravest concern any invasion of the ter-
ritory of Panama by Colombian troops,
for the reason that bloodshed and disor-
der would inevitably result throughout
the whole extent of the Isthmus, and for
the broader reason that in the opinion
of the President the time has come, in
the interest of universal commerce and
civilization, to close the chapter of
sanguinary and ruinous civil war in
Panama.

A general debate upon the sub-
ject was precipitated by the mes-
sage in the Senate on the 4th, led
by Senator Morgan in opposi-
tion to ‘the President’s policy
with reference to the recognition
of Panama. Senator Morgan is
reported to have -declared that
President Roosevelt'sinterference
in Colombia’s affairs on the Isth-
mus was not warranted by the
Constitution and to have asserted
that if there is to be a general pol-
icv on the part of the United
States of upholding civilization
that policy must be undertaken

\

Tree ""Ql.r-."-‘
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by Congress. Heis quoted assay-

ing, also, that “neither the Presi-
dent nor the President and the
Senate, as the treaty-making pow-
er of the United States, has the
lawful power to wage or declare
war against any fereign power
without - the consent of Congress,
when such country is at peage with
the United States.” In this cou-
nection he is reported as declaring
that he might yield in his judg-
ment that noshipshould ever pass
through the Isthmus of Panama,
but he could not assent to the
breaking down of our fixed policy
of neutrality between belliger-
ants, or to enlarging the diplomat-
ic powers of the President by con-
struction until they reach the
whole height of usurpation. He
arged his_ colleagues from the
South to note that the President’s
attitude is intended to force
them to vote for the.'Panama
route; and for himself he insisted
that he was not opposing the
President” on slight ground, but
because he believed the course of
the President to be such as to
threaten the honor and integrity
of the United States.

The principal debater in support
of the Administration was Sena-
tor Lodge, who spoke on the 5th.
He is reported to have quoted a
number of authorities in support
of his position that the President
has not departed from beaten
paths in recognizing the independ-
ent government of Panama, and to
have laid down the general propo-
sition that “a revolted state may
be recognized as sovereign or in-
dependent by a neutral power
without departing from its atti-
tude of neutrality.” Replying to
the objection that the President
had gone beyond his authority in
nominating a minister to Panama,_
Mr. Lodge quoted a nnmber of in-
stances to show that the early
Presidents made nominations to
other countries without the au-
thority of Congress.

In the course of his Panama
speech in the Senate on the 6th
Senator Lodge made some remark-
able statements with reference to
the administration of President
Cleveland. The immediate occa-
-gion for these statements was a
dinner at New York, on the 4th, in
honor of the inauguration of

Mayor McClellan. Several promi-
nent men who had been-invited
did not attend, among them being
Judge Parker and ex-President
Cleveland. The latter wrote a let-
ter declining on the ground of *“‘a
vexatious indisposition.” But Mr.
Olney, of Boston, Mr. Cléveland’s
formeyr cabinet officer, who did at-

tend, made a speech in which he

urged Mr. Cleveland’s nomination
by the Democratic party for the
presidency. Alluding to these cir-
cumstances, Senator Lodge said:

This morning I had the pleasure of
reading the account of a great banquet
\n New York. Among others present was
a very distinguishd citizen of my own
State, whom I am very proud and happy
to call my personal friend. I very rare-
ly agree with him on any political ques-
tion, but he made a single statement last
night with which I think I am in more
or less agreement. He referred in a pic-
turesque way to the dreadful caresr that
has been ruw by the Republican party

stnce it-came into powerin 1896. He raid

they have passed from a needless war
with Spain to a wanton war with Colom-
bia. Needless war with Spain. Mr. Presi-
dent, I am inclined to think that adjec-
tive was well chosen. If, when the first
stirrings for independence had come in
that land, the administration of Mr.
Cleveland had behaved with sense and
courage; if they had told Spain that the
time had come when, the - United States
could no longer hold back and that Cuba
must be free, I believed then and I be-
lieve now that Cuba would have ob-
tained her independence, perhaps after
some protracted negotiations, but with-
out any war by us. I have always be-
lieved that if that administration, in-
stead of taking counsel with the Minister
of Spain, a great sugar planter in Cuba,
had been guided by a sound, brave Amer-
ican spirit before Spain had squandered
blood and trcasure in the island, we
might, indeed, have been saved from the
war. And I look forward with great in-
terest and great pleasure to the picture
that was drawn at that dinner by theex-
Secretary of State when he eulogized the
last Democratic President. Apparently,
in twenty years he is the only candidate
they can produce, and Mr. Olney seems to
think he is the omnly one that can run.
Whatever his strength or whatever his
weakness, I cannot refrain from saying

that his nomination would present me at’

least with one great source of pleasure.
His administration has never been dis-
cussed. I do not regard the Democratic
party—this, I suppose, is a partisan re-
mark, but I shall make it—as always
abounding in good sense, but they had
too much sense to fight the campaign of
1896 on Mr. Cleveland’'s administration,
and we were deprived of the opportunity
of discussing it. - We can say what we
will about the silver issue, but it wasa
better issue for the Democratic party to

meet the country on than what had gone
betore; and when I saw the accounts of
thig delightful banquet in New York and
read those inspiriting speeches and ob-
served the Democratic party once more
through its chosen l:aders there prepar-
ingtostand across the pathway of Amer-
ican progress and proposing to put at
their head the man.who held power last
in their name, } confess my spirits rose
higher than ever about R<publican pros-
pects. I though of what a pleasure it
would be to contrast the policy which
tried to set up Liliuokalani in Hawaii
with the policy of the Republican party
which has made those islands a part of
the United States; to contrast the tarift
which they passed and which their own
‘President called the tariff of perfidy and
dishonor with the tariff we passed; to
examine the history of the loans which
they made in a time of profound peace
to the bankers of New York with an in-
terest rate far above what the United
States could borrow at, even then, and
contrast them with the loans which we
made in time of war; to ccmpare that
era of panic and depressiogn With the
prosperity which’ followed. The whole
fleld bristles with delightful contrasts.
I think that nothing could be happier for
us than to have our Democratic friends
nominate the last Democratic reform
President, with the agreeable record of
his last administration as a theme for
debate, on a policy of sustaining Colom-
bia and opposing the United States.in
digging the canal at Pana\ma.

Martial law with strict press
censorship has been established

“in another of the strike regions (p.

567) of Colorado,—the more
westerly region, - namely, San
Miguel county, of which Telluride
is the county seat. But little has
been heard from either region for
nearly a month. Thelaterreports
have indicated the end of all trou-
ble. A dispatch of the 19th from
Denver to the Chicago Record-
Herald, for example, declared
that all—

indications are that the sfriking min--
ers have lost their fight in Colorado, both

in the gold and silver and in the coal

mines. The strike atmosphere is clear-

ing daily, and it is believed that the mil-

litary campaign of the State authorities

has resulted in a complete defeat for the

unions. There are more men seeking
work than thereis employment.-for. Gov-

ernor Peabody has ordered a general re-

duction. of the militia forces at Telluride

and Cripple Creek, owing to the fact that.
the nonunion men are in the majority in

these districts, and are believed to be

amply able to take care of themselves.

Several mines and mills are running to
their full capacity.

Notwithstanding the pacific pur-
port of that dispatch, the Gov-
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ernor issued a proclamation on
the 4th which declares San Miguel
county to be in a state of insurrec-
tion and gives to the military full
authority to use arbitrary meas-
ures. Accordingly Major Zeph T.
Hill, commander of the military at
Tellurlde, has established a strict
press censorsip and taken control
of both telegraph and telephone
lines. He has also made at least
22 military arrests. Among the
prisoners are General Eugene
Engley, who was representing the
* miners’ union as counsel; Guy M.
Miller, president of the local
union; J. C. Union, president of
the local order of miners, and Hen-
ry. Manke, a prominent unjon
leader. Major Hill announced
that the prisoners would be taken
out of San Miguel county and foi-
bidden to return during the con-
tinuance of martial law. The fact
of these “arrests is the only news
of importance that has found its
way through the censor’s office.

In consequence of the Iroquois
theater fire of last week (p 609),
the Chicago authorities have
adopted drastic measures for fu-
ture safety. Eighteen theaters
and music halls were ordered
closed on the 1st for having no
asbestos curtain, as required by
city ordinances, and on the 2d a
general order closing all theaters,
36 in number—was issued, to be in
force until they comply wnth the
terms of the safety ordinances.
An extension of the order was
made on the 4th which closes some
350 halls where pubhc meetings
and dances are held. Itisbelieved
that some of the closed theaters
and halls will not be open for
months, while others must be so
radically .remodeled as to make
complete rebuilding necessary.
The closing orders are not to be
confined to theaters, but are to ex-
tend to churches, stores, etc., un-
less these buildings are made to
comply with the law. Inexplana-
tion of his action Mavor Harrison
made the following statement for
publication. We quote from the
Chicago Tribune:

I am tired of packing responsibility for
this city. I will not do it any longer.
The city ordinances shall be enforced. I
will give the city council a chance to
amend and revise them. If the alder-
men do not revise them I will enforce
them as they stand. If they do amend
them I will enforce them as amended.

The council can use its own judgment.
If the aldermen do not change the laws
they will be ¢nforced as they are. I will
close every hutiding-which does not con-
form. That means churches, factories,
office buildings and stores. I cannot
help it if the enforcement of ordinances
works & hardship. Every building
which does not meet requirements shall
be closed. I have taken respomsibility
long enough. Before this fire if I had

‘attempted to enforce the law I should
have becn mobbed. Now I will do it.-

The council can findi out what laws it
wants. I will enforce them.

Applications by theater managers
to admit audiences to the first floor
only, in order to avoid the neces-
sity of discharging employees,
have been denied. Responding to
a theatrical deputation which
asked this pmllege, the Mayor
said:

Gentlemen, I have had enough criti-
cism and abuse for the nonenforcement
of ordinances, and I do not propose to
shoulder the load any longer. The thea-
ter ordinance must be lived up to in its
minutest pgrticular, and.not one of you
at present can satisfy its requirements.
Your quest is useless. I cannot modify
this order in the slightest degree.

In his official message to the city
council on the 4th, the Mayor ex-
plained:

Because of serious violations of the
city building ordinances I have felt it
my duty to order the closing of all thea-
ters in the city until the provisions of
the ordinance respecting this class of
places of amusjment are thoroughly
complied with. Befare these -theaters
are permitted to reopen it séeems to me
advisable an inspection and report of
each individual theater should be made
by an authority in whosecompetence and
reliability the public can place absolute
reliance.

Such a oommittee was according-
ly appointed.

Meanwhile numerous arrests
have been made and extensive in-
vestigations are in progress for
the purpose of fixing the respon-
sibility for the disaster which has
caused the closing of these thea-
ters. The number of deaths thus
far ascertained is 591. Nearly all
the bodies have been identified.
In the list of identifications are
the names of 41 public-school
teachers and 99 public-school pu-
pils.

Two disasters have followed
that of the Iroquois theater fire,
which would in themselves have

attracted wide attention but for
the greater calamity. One was
the almost total destruction by
fire on the 4th of the Iowa capitol
at Des-Moines. The other was the
wreck of a transcontinental pas-
senger train on the Rock Island
railway about five miles west of .
Topeka, Kansas, early in the morn-
ing of the 6th. The ‘wreck was
caused by a head-on collision with
a freight train, and 17 people
were killed.

Mayor Johnson, of Cleveland,
has advanced the traction reform
movement in that city (p. 520
another stage by securing the
introduction .into the city coun-
cil on the 28th of two low-
fare ordinances. One of them, the
“McKenna” ordinance, is designed
to reduce fares to three cents on
all lines operating under unex-
pired franchises which do not
specify a 5-cent fare. The other,
the “Kohl” ordinance, grants re-
newals of certain franchises about
to expire—those on Woodland and
Central avenues—but grants
them to the 3-cent fare company,
which is building a line on Deni-
son avenue, instead of to the old
5-cent fare company. The pro-
posed ordinances were referred to
the committee on street railways,
the board of public service, the
city solicitor and the mayor.

NEWS ROTES.

—The Ohlo legislature organized on
the 4th.

—Frederick Pabst, the Milwaukee
brewer, died in Milwaukee on the 1st at
the age of 67.

—Wm. T. Stead began the publication
at London on the 4th of an afternoon pa-
per (The Daily Paper), of unique make-
up.

—The Socialist party have sclected
May 1 as the day and Chicago as the
place for holding their natloual conven-
tion.

—President Roosevelt has named Wil-
liam H. Taft, late governor of the Philip-
pines, to succeed Elihu Root as Sccretary
of War.

—A dollar dinner to Wm. J. Bryan, by
way of welcome on his return from Eu-
rope, i{s to be given at the Lindell hotel,
Lincoln, on the 18th.

—Gen. James Longstrcet, the famous
military leader in the Confederate serv-
ice during the Civil War, died at Gaines-
ville, Ga., on the 2d at the age of 83.

—Luke E. Wright, vice governor of the
Philippines, has been nominated by
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——
Presidenit Roosevelt as governor to suc-
ceed Wm. H, Taft; Henry C. Ide, of
Vermont, is named for vice governor.

—The Rev. Dr. Thomas Kerr, pastor
emeritus of the Church of Christian
Union at Rockford, Ill.—the Christian
church without a creed, of which the
Rev. Robert C. Bryant is active pastor—
died at Rockford on the 4th.

—Among those who perished in the
Iroquois theater fire at Chicago, were
the 13-year-old daughter of M. T. Mo-
loney, who was attorney general of Illi-
nois in Gov. Altgeld’s administration;
the wife _and two children of Henri V.
Lemenager, formerly of Chicago but
naw of Washington; and C. D. James, of
Davenport, Ia.

—A decision of the United States Su-
preme Court, rendered on the 4th, holds
that Porto Ricans are not aliens within
the meaning of the immigration law and
that therefore they may freely come into
the United States. The decision does
not hold, however, that they are citizens
of the United States. That point was
held to be not involved in the case.

—The monthly statement of the
United States treasury department (see
p. 668) for December shows on handd
December 31, 1903:

Gold reserve fund............... .$150,000,000.00
Available cash ........ccooveueee 229 374.596.28
Total ..ovvvrerinienniiiennennns $379,374,805.28

On hand at close of last fiscal
year, June 3, 1903 384,394,275.58

Decrease ..........ccoovues crereenes $5,019,280.30

—The monthly treasury report of re-
ceipts and expenditures of the Federal
government (see p. 568) for the six
months ending December 31, 1903,shows
the followling:

Receipts:

Tariff . .....cooennes $133.799,486.72
Isternal revenue ... 12272397761
Mlscel-!aneous ...... 21,314,007.89
— ——3'77 837,472.52
ClElx ns: $67.149 981 73
vic and misc...... 149,981,
Waf ......... ).sc ... 62,127,306.82
Navy ... . 49.794,724.90
Indians .. . .,056_241‘47
Pensions . .. 'ﬁ 974 133 g?
Interest .....c.ccoceeee ’8260 1160987
Defielt oeioeecrniirirnnanernenes $ §,425,862.65
PRESS OPINIONS.

OUR WAR WITH COLOMBIA,

The Nation (ind.), Dec. 24—'"No sheep
can bite me and live,” sald a soldier, wro
came into camp bringing the carcass of
one on his back, after an order against

plundering had been issued. In like spirit,
Secretary Moody now says: ‘“Let the Co-
lomblans take the Initiative.” The initia-

tive in what? If the sccretary means war,
it is too late for the Colombians to take
it now, because we took it seven weeks
ago. When we sent cruisers to the Isth-
mus to prevent the Colombians frcm sup-
pressing insurrections in their own terri-
tory, we forestalled any claim they might
ever make to the initiaflve.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
Columbus (O.) Press (Dem.), Jan. 5.—The

spirit of the entire message is defense, ex-

cuse, apology and self-glorification for an

act he fails to justify except by the argu-
ment of kings—that might makes right.

. . Did you ever ste the bully at school
struttlng around with a chip on his shoul-
der daring the smaller boys to gnock it
oft? There you have a type of the real
interpretation of this extraordinary lan-
gupage of an extraordinary President in
an extraordinary message. It Is
only speclal pleading to deciare that the
United States had no part in the revoiu-
tion. In one thing the United States
played the stellar part—in doing for the
secessionists what the greatest Powers of
Europe sought to do, but did not dare to
do openly, in all the four years that en-
sued after the secession of South Carolina
—and Roosevelt did this within 48 hours
after the revolutionists declared for in-
dependence. R

MISCELLANY

GOD’S TENANTS ALL.

The greater porflon of a speech deliv-
ered by the Hon. L. A. Russell at the
Crank Club banquet given in Cleveland
in honor of Governor-Elect Myron T. Her-
rick, November 17, as pubiished In the
Catholic Universe. The speech was *‘dedl-
cated to Myron T. Herrick, Governor-
elect of all Ohio, without a.sklng his per-
misston; just to put him wise.”

The Governor-elect was unavoldably ab-
sent from the banquet,

Those who call themselves,
As others call them,
Ang as they are,

Landowners,
Are much less than half of all.
Those who work their land
Are less than half the owners.
Those who sell the use for rent
And call themselves
As others call them,
And as they are,

Landierds,
Make up the tale of owners.

The land must be worked,
The mines must be dug,
The seas must be crossed,
The roads must be bullt,

Tramping the road,

Sailing the sea,

Delving the mine,

Tilling the land,
These must all continue,
Each man must die.
Each man loves his life;
And, because he must
To save his life:

He will till the land,
Ang@ delve the mine,
And sail the sea,
And tramp the road.
Since Eden till now
This has been true,

INERID (HR) () A W

From now till doom .
Shall crack for each,
It will be true, I reckon,

Is this right?
Abundantly.
How'proved right?
By its blessed frulit.
By the long and happy [ives
It brings to men, and their
Increasing children,

What title have they
To Land and Mine and Sea and Road?

The maker of them both,

All, and this earth,
Put them together, saying

By his grand silence

To the ear of each:

“Root, little pig, or dle.”

“If a man will not work, ,
Neither shall he eat.”

That I8 enough.

God gave 1t to us,

That is our title. .
How, then, does one man
Fence a field and keep another out N
Of the gift of God to us? .
How does he hold the mine?
How keep the sea?
How hold the road?

You answer me:
“By ®in, and force and fraugd,
By stealth, and weak compliance
Of the injured.
Then by lapse of time
And the conjoined act
Of the strong possessors
To frame their iniquity into law,
‘Whereby their children now
Bar us out, under the power of all,
Which is the law, i
Till we are barren
Of the gift of God
Others enjoy."

To this, your answer,
I make full and fair denial,
It is not so.
By your answer
The House of Want
To
The House of Have
Does hideous wrong.

For you are suffering,
And in your pain
Are blinded by your pain.

I say:—Listen, i

While I point you to the truth,

You may yet see, and

‘““The truth shall make you free’
From pain,

And in time, -

O less time than you fear,

Shall give you abundant entrance

To the House of Have;

Emptying the House of Want,

Where you now dwell

" In pain, ¢

Oh listen!

From the beginning,

All those who heard and heeded

The silent order of the God

°  Who gave us all:

“To work and save or perish,”

All innocently, and openly,

Fell to work upon the gift of God
Each for himself,

And full well knowing
God had gliven them
The land,
And not the loaf;
The sea,
And not the ship;
The mine,
And
The place,
And

not the rail or coin;

not the path, .

They each, with diligence an@ prudent
care,

Applied their work to the land

For the loaf,

To the sea for the ship,

To the mine for the rail and coin,

To the earth and sea,

And blazed the path, and used It

Time and again In that se!f way, till

It has grown the road, with tunnels
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And brldges and charted stars, whercon
And through, over and by, we tramp, with
Steamships, automobiles, palace cars and
yachts,
Street cars,

canoes,’ ¢x-carts, c¢r on
foot. '

As time went on
Each for himself, against nature, grew,
All naturally and innocently
Without sin or force or fraud ’
Or stealth, or any weak compliance,
Or framing iniquity into law,
To famlilies,
Now, each for himself, had widened
Into each for self, for wife, for ch}lldren
and the old.
As time still passed, and ‘‘each’ grew old
and died,
His children, taught by him,
Took from his hand the tools he fashioned,
And the field e tilled, his vine and fig tree,
The shlp he builded, the mine he dug,
The road he tramped, and all roads and
seas,
For them to tramp, and sald at will,
By inheritance.
God's law and gift, as certain
As the place, for vine and tig tree,

.

No framing iniquity into law

By the strong possessors

Agalnst the weak was here.

Only the confirming

Of the title God gave the Fathers

To the children

Of all those who took and use@
:rhe Creator's gift. , . ,

I pray you note
I am not here saying all those who took -
And used God's gift, were, or are thereby
Purified or sanctified, or freed frcm sin or
force,
Or fraud, or stealth, or receiving weak
Compliance, or framing iniquity Into law.
Only this I say:
None of these things originated
The right of property in man In severalty,
To God's free gift;
The right to possess, control, exclude
All others from, enjoy, seil, transmit
And use to the full.
Only work did that, and wisdom.

God's gift to man
Of the world whereon to live
Stands to-day as when He gave It,
Only by far improved and grown .
By the successive labor of His creatures.
His silent order
When he put men on it
Resounds far louder now
And grows in loudness
With each passing year,
‘““Work or Perish;”
“I have never seen the righteous forsaken
Nor hls seed begging bread."”

You House of Want,

You are nearly all the people,

You have all power,

Will you let the House of Have divide and
then abuse you?

Strike from your Constitution

The lying futile word:

““All property shall be taxed.”

Frame into law this little piece of right-
eousness:

“All expenses which are common and pub-
lic

Shall be paid by a Tax

1"pon the value of the land.

Each one in severalty;

Each shall pay in the proportion

Tre value of the land he owns

Bears to the value of all the

Land in the district which the

Common public expense relates to,

No other tax shall be paid,

Except on licenses fo'r special privileges,

And an inheritance and income tax,

In fixing the value of each parcel

No regard shail bs had to the value of any

Man-made improvement on it, and all par-
cels

Shall be assessed by a uniform and impar
tial rule.”

The divine beauty

Of the Single Tax

On land value only,

After its simplleity, .

Appears to me, not in the fact

That each taxpayer, under it,

Must pay in the exact proportion

That he monopolizes land value.

Though this, of course, Is enough

To recommend it to all statesmen

Far beyond any and all

Other systems of . revenue raising

For public common expenses,

But is this; .

After the tax is paid to the treasurer

Each taxpayer has In kis pwn

Hand and absolute control,

The power to recoup from the

Non-Taxpayers all that he has

Pald beyend his own just, equitable and
proper share

Of all public burden of common expense,

No man can live who does not

Pay to Landgwners for what'he consumes

Of fire, food, elothes, house and light.

And this at last {s what each ought to pay,

Ot the common public expense;

What he elects to consume

Of the property God gave to all,

And all have made.

If a man be Incapable, a

Prisoner or a pauper, in

Respect for such ones some one in charity

Will pay for what he consumes,

Or he will die,

“If a man will not work

Nelther shall he eat.”

And in this: _
No man, in practice, could
Monopolize such land
Nor ho:d it long under
The Single Tax,
Unless he used it.
He must milk the land
Or let go of ft.

GREATEST ENEMY OF INDUSTRY.

The great enemy of the building in-
dustry is high land values; these values
going into the pockets of private indi-
viduals. A grocery merchant in St.
Louis recently complained that he had
conducted a store for ten years beside a
vacant lot; at the end of that ten years
he found he was very little ahead of
his starting point, while the owner of
the lot next door sold it at an advance
of $6,0000 He inquired how it was
that the ‘‘dead cat man,” as he called
him, because of the occasional pres-
ence of defunct felines on the lot,—why
he should profit $6,000 for doing noth-
ing while he, the groceryman, had la-
bored those ten years and earned only
a bare living. The reply was that the

grocervman had made a mistake in
working; that he should have started
in by owning land, doing nothing bat
letting others work for him, and this
is true.

The land system is the constant pres-
sure against industry which forces
those who labor to live at the starvation
point, and fattens the idlers who do
nothing. The only way to correct this
evil is to vote to raise taxes on land to
the full rental value, and strike the
taxes off from personal property. The
first effect to follow from such a change
would be a building boom.—Buftalo
Builder and Contractor.

IMPERIALISTIC OPTIMISM.
For The Public.

Two neighbors who differed on Poli-
tics, were discussing the merits of some
applee they were eating. .

“I don’t think,” remarked the Jeffer-
sonian, “that apples this year have as
good a flavor as usual.” .

“Maybe not,” conceded the Hamilton-
ian; but {nstantly fearing this remark
might be construed as an admission that
prosperity was on the wane, he deftly
forstalled criticism by asking: “Haven’t
you noticed, though, that Apple Worms,
this year, taste sweeter than usual?”

This Imperialistic Mcthod of maintain-
ing an equilibrium had the desired effect,
and the abashed Pessimist accepted the
rebuke in silence.

Moral: Never Find Fault as long as
there is anything to be thankful for.

T. W. GRAHAM.

_

THE TRIBUTE PAID BY INDIA.

Neither in the -British nor im the
Indian Budget is there any mention of
a tribute paid by India. Yet as a matter
of fact payments are made which, as
they are without economic return, have
according to John Stuart Mill the effects
of a tribute.

These payments consist of various
items: .

Interest on debt borrowed in Eu-
rope, part incurred in useful works
and part for military expenditure and
wars beyond the frontier;

Home charges for the maintenance
of the India office, etc.;

Pensions and pay during furloughs—
the necessary result of alien adminis-
tration, which, however able, is some-
times ignorant, always expensive, and
never really popular.

To these items must be added the
savings of British residents in India,
which, instead of beirg spent in the
country, are transmitted to Europe.
This state of affairs leaves its merk

on the trade returns of India. Bvery
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year there is a great excess of exports
and imports. In the year 1901-62 this
excsss amounted to mcre than £21,000,-
~00v. )

Now, this is not only a serious loss to
the cauntry, but it is not the whole loss.
In his “Principles of Political Economy”
(Bk. III., ch. 21, sect. 4), Mill shows
that in cons:tquence of the tribute there
must be an excess of exports to
pay it. Foreign countries must,
therefore, be induced to accept a great-

.er quantity of exports than they would
take, if there were no tribute to be
paid and this can only be done

by offering these exports on cheaper
terms, or in other words, by paying dearer
for foreign commodities.

The result is that a country which makes
regular payments to foreign countries, be-
sides losing what it pays, loses also some-
thing more by the less advantageous terms
on which It is forced to exchange its pro-
ductions for foreign commodities.

How long can India support this loss?
How can India be other than poor while
this drain of wealth continues?—India
for Dec. 18, 1903.

AN INTERVIEW WITH TOM L.
JOHNSON.

“Speculation as to your attitude in
politics is a matter of general interest.
What, if any, effect will the recent de-
feat that you have sustained produce
upon your future political action?”

“In announcing as I did a few years
ago my intention of devoting myself
to certain political ideals, I did it with
a full appreciation of the task, and
Teckonedonnotonlyone defeat but pos-
sibly a lofig line of defeats. Again’l
-repeat, that while Truth may lose some
battles, it never lost a‘war. The man
that lightly contemplates the over-

throw of special privilege is surely,

shortsighted and reasons without either
sufficieit knowledge or careful consider-
ation.”

“The eye of the nation has been rest-
ing upon you as a favorite son of De-
mocracy. - What about your leadership
of the Democratic party?”

“No one can rightfully accuse me of
ever having encouraged the thought of
leadership. I have at no time aspired
to-do more than fight the battles of to-
day; to undertake the work that I saw
must be accomplished in my own city
and State which would lead to the
placing of our party upon a solid
foundation. In order to do that, a
stand had to be taken against those
who assume the cloak of Democracy for
selfish political advancement; and it
‘was necessary to point out clearly the
° meeds of the people; to show them that
the Democratic party—tested by its ful-

fillment of every pledge—was the one
hope to which they might turn. To ac-
complish this end we have fought for
the fulfillment of every pre-election
promise, and to the best of our ability,
have weeded out those people who by
their past acts' had shown that they
could not be trusted to aid in the prog-
ress of true Democracy. There is no
hope that the people will ever place
their affairs in the hands of the Dem-
ocratic party as long as it is dominat-
ed by those who are opposed to the
very principles for which Democracy
should and does stand.”

“Gonsidering the result as a whole,
what lessons do you gather from the
campaign?”’

“That the Democrats have made some
astonishing gains. with the independent
voters, and suffered some losses among
other classes that are but temporary.”

“Will the three-cent rallroad fare
question come up again?”

‘““Undoubtedly.”

* “Will home rule continue to be a
question of interest?”

“Yes, and outside of a national elec-
tion, together with the question of an
equitable system of taxation, it will
attract the attention of the people of
this State more than any other issue.”

Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 28, 1903.

FIRE INSPECTION IN CLEVELAND.

Telegraphic news from Cleveland, Ohlo,
published in Chicago Chronicle of Jan. 3.

City Electrician Dunn thinks the
Iroquois theater fire was due to de-
fective electrical apparatus. Mr. Dunn
forms this opinion from his inspec-
tion of the electrical appliances of the
Bluebeard company made when the
play was given in Cleveland two
months ago. )

“I inspected the electrical apparatus
when the company reached here,” said
Mr. Dunn. “Fully one-third of it was
deficient ahd I condemned it and or-
dered that none of it be used in Cleve-
land.

“Despite this fact one piece which
was used, although I did not sanction
its use, almost caused a disastrous fire
here. As the electricity was turned on
at an afternoon. performance a .wire
became crossed. In an instant every
lamp in the piece was smashed to bits
and the scenery about it was set afire.

“The operator let the apparatus drop
to the stage, where it was picked up
and carried to the wings. For three
days this burned piece lay in the hall-
way leading to the opera house stage.

“Two fires were caused by the elec-
trical appliances of the company, but
neither was serious. Both were due to
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short circuiting of wires, but fuse
boxes were attached and the fires
amount‘ed to nothing.”

A BETTER THAN MILITARY

HEROISM.

From the Chicago Chronlcle's accounts
of the fire at the Iroquois theater, Dec, 30,
1903. .

Robert Smith, a little elevator boy,
made three trips through the dense
flame and smoke to the roof qf the
stage and down, carrying to safety the
girls who had been caught there. At
the bottom of the elevator shaft they
were caught by a chain gang of ten
men stretching 20 feet to the door,

| headed by Archie Barnard, chief elec-

trician, whose hair and clothes were
on fire. They were carried over the
chain and thrown out of the doer. . . .

The elevator boy stuck to his post,
and by his coolness saved many lives.
On the first of three trips through the
smoke and flames to the dressing-
rooms on the upper tiers he fouud
Nellie Reed, who was in the sixth tier
and had inhaled so much smoke tha:
she had fallen to the floor. The ele-
vator was full.

“Please, oh, please, take me down,”
she pleaded.

“Keep cool and stay where you are,”
Smith told her, “I will get you on my
next trip and you will get out all
right.”

The same advice was given to the
other girls who had to wait, and in two
more trips all of them were taken to
the stage floor and turned over to the
human chain formed by the men. .

On his second trip up with the eleva-
tor’young Smith ascended into an at-
mosphere that was so thick with
smoke that he could not see nor
breathe. He found Miss Reed on the
sixth floor and then took on another
load of girls from the fifth. By the
time he had come down with these,
the flames and smoke were threatening
the men in the chain. The clothing
of Barnard and William Price was on
fire and their hair was burning. Nev-
ertheless they threw the girls out and
waited for the third load.

This load came near not arriving.
The smoke was so thick that Smith -
had to find the girls and drag them into
the elevator and by the time he had
done this he was almost overcome.
The elevator was burning at the place
where the controller was located, and
Smith had to place his left hand in
the flame to start the car. The hand
was badly burned, but the car was
started and came down in time for
the girls to receive assistance from the
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men who were waiting. When the last
girl was out the men left the build-
ing: . . . .

“I stuck to the car until the ropes
parted,” sald young Smith, “and then
I began to get faint. Some one reached
in and pulled me out just in time to
save my life. The larger part of the
girls were in the dressing-rooms when
the fire broke out, and they all tried
to get out at once. A great many tried
to crowd into the elevator and it was
hard work ‘to keep it going. I made
as many trips as I could, I guess.”—
Chronicle of December 31.

Another stage hero of the fire was
James Dougherty, a fly man. During
the heat of the blaze on the stage he
climbed to the flies and with a hatchet
severod the ropes that held the scen-
ery.

One by one the burnlng ‘““‘drapes”
fell to the stage and then Dougherty,
imprisoned in the loft, leaped 40 feet
to the burning stage below and crawled
to the door, where he succeeded in
reaching the street. He fractured his
leg and suffered severe burms, but
last night he was reported to be out
of danger.—Chronicle of January 1.

THE PRESIDENT'S PANAMA
POLICY.

The President's Panama policy was dis-
cussed at the Vine Street Congregational
church, Cincinnati, January 3, by the pas-
tor, Herbert 8, Bigelow.

It happens as it happed of old!
Still Naboth’s vineyar@ we behold!
—Goethe's Faust,

These are the words of Mephis-
topheles. .

Faust had turned reformer. He had
conceived the project of benefiting
mankind by building dikes and canals,
and thus making habitable vast regions
hitherto overrun by the sea. In this
worthy enterprise he was balked by
an aged couple who refused to sell their
homestead, a location which Faust
needed in his scheme of improvement.

This ancient pair looked with dis-
trust upon Faust's innovations. They
did not wish to give themselves the
pain of new thoughts and new ways.
Faust became very impatient, and con-
" fessed to Mephistopheles that one
‘“‘grows tired, at last, of being just.”

This was the Devil’s opportunity. He
suggested a resort to force. Faust re-
plied: “Then go, and clean them out
with speed.”

A MODERN PARALLEL,

Now note a modern parallel. The
scheme of improvement to-day contem-
plates the cutting of a canal across the
Isthmus of Panama. But the Colom-

bians did not wish to sell. It appears
that Mephistopheles whispered into the
ear of the President the same advice
which he gave to Faust.
known that when the Panama revolu-
tion broke out the President had writ-
ten, and was on the eve of presenting
to Congress, a message in which he
proposed that since Colombia would not
sell the isthmus, we should go down
with troops and seize it. The revolu-
tion changed things. But the President
was just about to say to the army as
Faust said to the Devil:
Then g0, and clean them out with speed'

But we must say this for Faust, that
he soon repented of his crime. When
the Devil returned from this forcible
ejection to tell his story of pillage and
murder, Faust repudiated the unholy
work, saying:

Exchange I meant, not robbery.

The inconsiderate, savage blow
I curse! Bear ye the guilt and go!

THE PRESIDENT'S DEFENSE,

But the President’'s argument is as
ingenious as any which Mephistopheles
could’ have invented.: The omward
march of civilization requires that ca-
nal, YVirtually we are civilization. If
the Colombians reject our offer, shall
we permit them to stand in our—that
is, in civilization’s—way? But little
Colombia asks: *“What gives you the
right to speak for civilization?” The
answer is: ‘“Our navy.” -

“But,” says the President, “it is un-
reasonable to allow these Colombians
to block the way to progress, because,
forsooth, the accident of position has
placed them in control of the isthmus,”

SHALL WE EVICT THE ASTORS?

Very well, Mr. President, suppose we
take another case. Here is Manhattan
Island. Like the isthmus, it is a fa-
vored spot on the earth’s surface, be-
cause civilization has great need of it.
Its location and not its owners have
made it valuable. These owners collect
millions a year in ground rents as the
tribute which they exact from the in-
habitants of the 1island. Does the
President propose that we call out the
militia and evict the Astors? Henry
George proposed to evict them peace-
ably by gradually saddling upon their
ground rents the total burden of taxa-
tion. If the President believed in this
Single Tax principle, if he saw the in-
justice of allowing toll-gates anywhere
on the highways of civilization, we
might find a kind of brutal consistency
in his Panama policy. But we can-
not enthuse over that type of states-
man who rushes off in great haste to
force upon other people a principle
which is constitutionally violated at

It is now-

home. Suppose Colombia were Rus-
sia, Mr. President?

You can find a brave and generous
man here and there, but where is the
nation that is above playing the bully
and the coward?

DONOVAN RECITES AN ORIGINAL
POEM,

WHICH REMINDS MULLIGAN OF A
SERMON, WHICH HE REHEARSES
TO THE COMPANY,

For The Public.

Mr. Donovan came in rather later
than usual, and did not join in the con-
versation so freely as was his wont. He
seemed preoccupied; and Mulligan no-
ticed that his lips moved, occasionally,
a9 if he were talking to himself. Natur-
ally reprobating such unsocial conduck
on the part of a boon companion, he
finally said:

“Buy me a tickud, Donovan.”

‘“Put me nixt!” butted in Mr Flyni,
the storekeeper.

“Phwat the divil d’ yous fellys know
about poethry?”’ ejaculated Domnovan,
with malapropos and disconcerting ab-
ruptness.

‘Poethry! the man’s crayzee!” ex-
claimed Mulligan, taking the pipe from
his mouth, and forgetting to close the
latter, in his surprise.

“Is ut nutty y’are, Donovan?” in-
quired Mr. Flynn, with mock solicitude.

“Indade Of'm not,” said Domnovan,
“but Oi’ve composed a pome—"’

““Out wid ut, thin,” cried Mulligan;
‘‘gsure, it’s mesilf that composed manny
a foine pome—befoor Of wus married!”

“Kape sthill, thin, an’ Of'll raycite ut
t’ yez.” Whereupon everybody ex-
pressed eagerness to hear it, and pressed
the hesitating, blushing bard to pro-
ceed, which, at last, he did:

“Ye'll know,” he preluded, “the toitle
av the pomais . . .

ME PANAMA HAT AN' ME GYURL.

“Of made a foine Panama hat—"'

“Is that the pome ye're rayceoitin”
now?” interjected Mulligan.

“It is.”

“All roight; on’y Oi t'ought ye was
talkin’ troo ye’re panama hat! Begin
agin, plaze, f'r Oi've losht the connic-
tion.”

“WIill yez kape sthill, thin?”’

“Sure t’ing,” answered Mulligan, and
Donovan resumed:

“Of made a foine Panama hat,
And that hat made me luk loike a flat—"

‘““The hat didn’t hov mooch to do ”
murmured Mulligan.

“Begorra!” added Mr. Flynn, “Oi'm
t’Ink’n he was none the worse for the
hat!”’ whereupon Donovan, in dudgeon,
started for the front door.

“Howld on, Donovan!” cried Mulli-
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gan, “Of hov the price av two 0’ thim in
me clothes.” /

After much ado, the poet was pacified,
and consented to proceed with €he reci-
tation, though warning everybody that
the slightest interruption would put an
irrevocable period to the reading. He
began once more at the beginning:

“Of made a foine Panama hat,

And that hat made me luk loike a flat.
Me gyurl wisht a dhrink,

But too hoigh was the brink

Av the spring, and so phwat do ye think—
Ol made a foine pan o’ me hat,

And gave her a dhrink out o’ that!”

Mulligan once more slowly removed
his pipe, and, turning his head with
much deliberation, solemnly looked
upon Mr. Flynn. The latter was non-
commital. Then were those large, re-
proving eyes turned upon the now ap-
prehensive Donovan. A few moments
of ominous silence followed, during
which time poor Donovan seemed to

. wish he was on the farther side of the
front door—indeed, he cast furtive
- glanges in that direction several times
—but, though evidently upon the dizzy

verge of panic, he managed to stand his’

ground. He perceptibly started, when
Maulligan’s voice invaded the awful si-
lence: ’

“Hov ye a bottle in ye're pockud,
Donovan?” .

“0Oi hov not. For phoy d’ye ax me
that?” .
““Becase, sorr, Of tho't,

If a bottle ye'd got,
Ye jabbering, half-witted flat,
Ye moight give us ‘a dhrink out o’ that!"**

“Glve me you yet, Mulligan!” cried
Flynn; and the floor shook from thé
laughter of the crowd, in which Dono-
van, game and good-hearted, joined with
merry zest. .

After the pipes had been refllled from
Flynn's box, which always stood upon
the counter, near the stove, open to the
welcome access of his customers; after
a few exclamations anent the bitter
wind, that moaned, and screamed, like
a despairing woman’s walil, far away, in
the wild, black night; after Fiynn had
replenished the fire, and its happy,
laughing roar had assured the company
a half hour’s warm comfort, Mulligan
said:

“Schpeakin’ o’ panama hats, Dono-
van, Oi'm moinded av a sarmon Of
‘heard, maybe ’twas a year ago, Oi don’
know. The praicher was praichin’ about
the sarvint bein’ abajint to his masther.
‘Farchinit is the sarvint av to-day,’ he
s8iz; ‘phwhin the masthers air benivo-
lent and philinthropic, the loike o’
which was niver known befoor in the
histhry av the wurruld,’ sez 'e. ‘Here is
the United Shtates Shteel Carperation
Invoitin’ its humble. sarvints to become

capitalists alongside av 'm,” he sez.
‘Moindful av the fact,’ he sez, ‘that a
braave yeomanry is its country’s proide,
and that ivery mon’s a brick in the
Schpartan walls, those dimycratic and
thruly pathriotic gintlemin hov found
a way be which t’ uplift an’ make more
thruly silf-rispictful, an’ more surely
silf-supporting, the haarny-handid sons
av tile, sez 'e. ‘They air sell’n’ shtock
t’ the wurrukmin an aisy tarrums, and
at a proice thot’s equivelivelint t'n ad-
wance in waages,’ sez’e. ‘An’ thot,’ sez
‘e, ‘widout anny demand or rayquist av
anny koind on the paart av the {m-
plyeezis. O me frin’s’, sez ’e, ‘me heart
schwills wid grattychude t’ thim thare
hoigh-tone captains av indhusthry, if
yuse hov’'nt the sinse t’ feel an’ conflss
the ginnyrus impulse yersilves!’ sez ’e.

" An’ he sthuck ’is hand into ’is buzzum

and brought out a schpick an’ schpan
new hankercher, unfolded it, graceful-
loike, and tinderly woiped a big salt
tear from the off side av his nose. Of
t’aught 'e was goin’ t' busht out croyin’
in schpoite av hissilf. His nosthrils
twiched two or t'ree tofmes, an’ his chin
quivered wanst or twict, but he came in
frish on the homestretch.

“An’ now phwat? Ye know Dinis
Hinnesy, me own fursht coos’'n. He is
an imployee av the shteel company; an’
he invistid a wad av ’is money in schteel
schtocks, on the haarny-handed-son-av-
tile uplift’n’ plan av those hoigh-toned
pathriots; and lasht week he sold out,
an’ deposited some av his money in the
sav’'n’s bank.” o

“An’ phwhat about the rist av ’is
wad?”’ asked Donovan.

“It wint t’ hilp build a loibrary in
Rock Oisland.”

“An’ is Dinis’s name over the dure?”
asked Donovan.

“It is,” sald Mulligan, knocking the
ashes from his pipe, rising, and putting
on his overcoat, preparatory to going
home. “Itis—but they schpeltit wrong;
they schpelt it C-a-r-n-e-g-i-e.”

HORACE CLIFTON.

—

THE RISKS OF THE WORKERS.

Much has been written from time to
time of the risks of the capitalist, and
his timidity Iin seeking investments
when financial or industrial storms ap-
pear imminent; and workingmen are
continually being warned not to do this
or that or the other thing, for fear it
may cause the withdrawal of capital
from production, leaving labor to
starve for lack of employment. There
is some truth in this, but it must not
be forgotten that the capitalist is not
the only one taking risks. Few occupa-
tions are not without some special dan-
ger natural to the occupation. Some-

times behind the most innocent-looking
employment there lurks a deadly enemy
to the worker’s health.

The life insurance companies of the
world know more of the risks taken by
laborers than do the laborers them-
selves. The safety of their capital de-
pends upon the accuracy of their in-
formation, and they have at great ex-
pense collected statistics showing the
dahgerousness of all ordinary occupa-
tions. This work is not yet concluded,
the actuaries being still engaged in col-
lecting and tabulating their informa-
tion. Enough is known, however, to
enable the imsurance companies, with
comparative accuracy, to place insur-
ance on the lives of the workers, and
to regulate their charges so as to cover
the actual risks. Some occupations are
tabooed entirely, while others are prac-
tically put on the “blacklist,” through
the cost of the insurance. It is found
that so many men out of every thousand
with each occupation die on the average
every year. The average occupied man
is then said to die with this average
rapidity. Specific occupations are then
grouped, and the average death rate in
each of them is computed.

Latest compilations made show that
the cutlery manufacturing trade is ex-
ceedingly dangerous. In every such
factory the air is laden with metal dust
caused by the grinding of the steel, and
this being carried into the lungs pro-
duces asthma, and eventually con-
sumption. The gripders bending over
their ‘work inhale such quantities of
the dust that they rarely live above the
age of 40, while a needle polisher who
begins to work at his trade at 17 may
feel that he is unusually fortunate if
he is alive at 37.

One of the most terrible diseases is
that which attacks wool sorters and all
who handle untanned skins, for mnot
only do they breathe the poisonous
fumes which arise from the skins be-
fore they have been preserved, and
which is apt to cause consumption or
diphtheria, but they are also subject to
anthrax.

The glass-blower, no matter how
strong his constitution, cannot long
escape the certain death of his trade.
Life insurance companies are reluctant
to take risks in this occupation. Inall
glass factories millions of jagged frag-
ments of glass are constantly floating
in the ailr. These, being inhaled, wound
the lungs, causing hemorrhage and
premature death. Glass workers are
also apt to grow dumb through a pecul-
iar complaint induced by handling
glass, and which attacks the jaws and
ends in paralysis. In mirror factories,
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in addition to the danger already men-
tioned there is that of mercurial poison-
ing. This deadens the sight, and mor-
tality among those who have worked in
glass for more than 20 years is, accord-
ing to recent actuarial tables, more than
60 per cent.

The occupation of the miner is dan-
gerous both from its liability to acci-
dent and from his inevitable suscepti-
bility to certain dread diseases. No
other class of men suffer so heavily from
consumption, and the life underground
is apt to produce blindness and ague.
Coal miners are the healthiest of all
miners. They are unusually free from
phthisis, and they suffer inappreciably
from alcoholism. In recent years, too,
the liability among coal miners to ac-
cident has decreased very considerably.

If you are employed on a railroad as
a brakeman or a switchman, many in-
surance companies will not insure you
at all. If you are a powdermaker, or a
sawyer in a big mill, or a marine diver,
the possibilities are that you can get
no insurance. And none of these oc-
cupations, except possibly that of the
marine diver, pays wages above the
average for labor requiring that degree
~of gkill. If you are an engineer, a fire-
man or an officer on the lakes; or a
telegraph repairer, a pilot, a city fire-
man, a manufacturing chemist, or a
logger and chopper, you can get insured
only by paying big rates. The occupa-
tions are labeled as ‘‘hazardous.” The

insurance companies are right. Let the

reader note the maimed hands of the
employes of a big lumber mill; let him
walk through a factory in which many
different kinds of machinery are used,
and the number of missing fingers and
thumbs will amaze him. Those who
have lost limbs are to be found in the
homes of their children, living on their
charity.

While some employments carry no
extra risks, the conditions under which
the employes labor are such as daily
threaten life. ‘No matter how well pro-
vided with fire-escapes a factory may
be, for example, it is inevitable that in
the excitement of proximity to a burn-
ing building, accidents will happen that
end in death.

The man who works on high places
seems to suffer from troubles very sim-
flar to those of the diver. The man who
works in cellars and basements, on the
other hand, is liable at any time to be
struck by a malignant fever. If he re-
covers from this he is left weak and
decrepit for the remainder of his life.
The mortality among ordinary laborers
exceeds that among the average of men
by about 25 per cent.

The workers in match factories suffer
from a peculiar complaint known as
“phossy jaw.” This was at ope time
the most deadly of all trade maladles,
but matchmakers studied the problem
and they now use a newly invented kind
of phosphorus which reduces thé num-
ber of fatal cases to a minimum. Nev-
ertheless, a large number of workers
in these factories succumb to this trou-
ble every year, and insurance compa-
nies are extremely loath to insure the
life of any man in a match factory.
The symptoms of ‘“phossy jaw’ are a
crumbling away of the jawbone, this
ending ultimately in total paralysis and
death.

. In deciding the rate of wages for an
industry, it is probable that intuitively
some account is taken of the risks in-
volved, but it is also a fact that, through

the ignorance of the workers themselves |

of the risks being run, as well as the
necessity of employment of some kind,
even though death is lurking near, that
the wage rate seldom covers the risks
run. Only when the capitalist steps in
a.nd becomes an inaurer does the fact
become “known that’ certain industries
are extra hazardous. The actuaries
have no interest in stating these risks
greater than they are, therefore it
would not be unfair for employers and
employed in arriving at wage rates to
have reference to the actual risks, and
to rely in great measure on the tables
life insurance has laboriously built up
from actual facts.—Judson Grenell, in
Saturday Blade.
————

Socrates told Ischomachus that he
would have been much ashamed of his
poverty if he had not once seen an ad-
miring crowd following a fine horse
and discussing its good points. “I
asked the groom,” he said, “if the
horse was rich, and he looked at me
as if ] was crazy, and answered: ‘“‘How
on earth can a horse be rich?” And

at that I breathed again, hearing that |

it is possible even for a penniless horse
to be a good horse, if be has naturally
a good character.”—The Whim.

Those ultra conscientious folks who
fear that the administration, in {ts
seemingly somewhat unconventional
methods of dealing with Colombia, has
violated the treaty of 1846, shouid learn,
for their own peace of mind, the con-
venient art of applying the statute of
limitation.

G.T.E.

Such is the perversity of human na-
ture that small nations there are who de-
cline to be involved in difficulties with

great Christian \powers, no matter how
many missionaries are sent among
them. - *

But it is not in the purpose of the ﬂtto
give over surviving, let the obstacles be
whatsoever.

Thus the Right of International Emi-
nent¢ Domain comes into being, and the
earth, and the fullness thereof, is the
Lord’s peoples’.—Life.

“Do you approve of Morganizing?”
“Not as a rule,” replied Col. Snod-
grass, “but when I hear the Nestor
from the south speak on the Canal
question, I can't help hoping that he
{s Morganizing the Senate.”
G.T.E.

A —————————————————————

In an object lesson on the “Cat,” the
teacher asked:

“What boy can tell me to what fam-
ily the cat belongs?”

A hand was raised.

“Well?” asked the teacher.

“I think the cat belongs to the fam-
ily that owns it,” was the diminutive
pupil’s answer.—Philadelphia Times.

m‘ - .

“One would think,” said the taxpayer
to the city official, “that a fellow who
was as anxious to get into that office
as you were would be willing to stay
there at least an hour a day.”

That seemed to be logical, too, but
sometimes it doesn’t work out that way.
—Chicago Evening Post.

—— ——}

. Dick—What made you drop out of so-
clety?

Jerry—We didn’t drop out; it slid from
under us.—Detroit Free Press.

BOOKS

WATSON'S JEFFERSON.

“American historians, endeavoring
to be dignified, leaned a little too far,
and became dull.” So says Mr. Wal-
son at the beginning of his twelfth
' chapter, and many readers will agree
with him. Most historians of the early
periods of American history are indeed
peinfully dull, and as to the school his-
tories—as Watson says of Woodrow
Wilson’s much-advertised five-volume-
book—‘‘we will change the subject.”

As to Watson's Jefferson (“Life and
Times of Thomas Jefferson,” by
Thomas E. Watson, Appletons, $2.50)
critics may be able to find vulnerable-
pickings here and there, but not oné
of them will dare to call the book
dull. It is intensely interesting from
cover to cover. It is written in the
honest, straightforward, rich but un-
conventional style known to readers of
the “Story of France” and “Napoleon.”
There is the same sure confidence of
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conviction, the: same refreshing ab-
sence of pretense of disinterestedness,
which many vainly affect, and in thelr
affectation make their partiality the
more offensive. Mr. Watson is frankly

" an admirer and defender of Jefferson,
and his book will stand as a brilliant
interpretation and appreciation of its
great subject.

It seems to me, however, hardly
equal fo the author’s other work, cer-
tainly not to the splendid second vol-
ume of the “France,” which is one of
the most vivid and discerning specimens
of historical writing in the language.
The “Life of Jefferson” includes the
Times in its title, which gives liberty
for digression; but there is, it must be
confessed, a lack of complete continu-
ity, and some chapters seem to be
drawn in rather by special purpose
than by necessity. These chapters are
not lacking in interest, but they detract
from the effectiveness of the book as
a whole. It is too evident that the au-
thor holds a brief for the South as to
its part in the Revolutionary period of
American history. This is perhaps
well, as a balance to the too predom-
inating New England color in most his-
tories, but it might be wished that the
balance were less strained. However,
there i8 excuse. New England has been
over-vain and -sel¢-assertive~in both
history and literature, and Watson’s
book may perhaps prove to be a happy
counter-irritant.

As to Jefferson himself, it may con-
fidently be asserted that one will get
from Mr. Watson’s Life the best gen-
eral view of the man that has been’
presented, and for the very natural
reason that Mr. Watson is himself a’
man who is democrat enough to under-
stand Jefferson. That many who have
written about Jefferson could not un-
derstand him—Roosevelt for example
—Mr, Watson shows very conclusively.
Democracy is of the heart as well as
of the head, and Jefferson was a dem-
ocrat in heart. He was a democrat by
nature, as Mr. Watson shows, and drew
his inspiration from his being, and not
from France. Why he was such a gen-
uine democrat, opposing every instinct
of the aristocratic Virginian—who
knows? The wind bloweth where it
listeth, « Jefterson might have taken
primogeniture and the established
church as gther .well-born Virgintans
did, but he did not. His life would have
been far easier had he done so, but he
did not. It was born in him to oppose
special privilege, this is all that can be
said. It is absurd, as Mr. Watson
shows, to date Jefferson’s democracy
from his contact with the French revo-
lution and French philosophy.

In viewing Jefterson the man, Mr,
Watson is very candid in stating the
great statesmamn’s religious views. It
is well known that Jefferson rejected
—though he was a deeply religious man

that which we falsely call the supernat-
ural. It should always be stated.in con-
nection with Jefferson’s sayings on'thig
subject that he was among the first-
fruits of the modern scientific spirit.
This spirit, a century after it struck
Jefferson, is still immersed in second-
ary causes, and fancies, because it ex-
plains these, that. it explains every-
thing. Sciehce doés not yet see that
although it talks of the chemistry of
soils, the red of the rose is still a mys-
tery; that although it talks of combus-
tion, the light of a gas jet is as won-
derful as ever; that although it gives
names to volts and ohms, electricity is
still occult. Science still satisfles itself
with expjanation of secondary causes.
What wonder then that Jefferson,
whose keen intellect was open to all of
the new influences of science that were
first beginning to flow, should have
been carried away by its spirit of inde-
‘pendent opposition to the ‘‘supernatu-
ral,” as the word was understood in
his day, was an almost inevitable inci-
dent of his openmindedness and his
naturally scientific disposition. This
should, be taken into account whenever
his religious views are discussed,

Among the subjects of Mr. Watson's
interesting asides are the Comnstitution
and the Federal courts. Speaking of
- the leaders who made_ the Cgpstitutjon,
he says: “It is all a mistake to say
that they meant to establish a rule of
the people. On the contrary, they
meant to make it impossible for the
people to control the government.” Is
it not easy to see to-day that this is
true? Can we not see that Hamilton
and Marshall have done their work?
“As surely,” says Mr. Watson, ‘‘as har-
vest is due to the sower, Alexander
Hamilton was the father of plutocracy,
the trust and the lobby.”

As to the Federal courts, he tells of
Jefferson’s foreboding and dread of
their exorbitant power. “From the
time,” he says, ‘“that he first realized
the unique position of the Federal ju-

diciary in our system, Mr. Jefferson
was {ts bitter enemy. It violated a'l
his ideas of democracy. . . . A body

so independent of the popular will, and
clothed with the tremendous power of
getting aside the statutes of every State
and of the United States, was by the
very law of its nature antagonistic to
the principle upon which democratic
government is founded.” Continuing,
he says: “Jefferson dreaded it, prophe-
sied against it, bewaliled its irresistible
power. Reading his gloomy forecasts,
one almost believes he anticipated gov-
ernment by injunction and the advent
of the deputy marshal.”

‘But it would be impossible in a brief

teresting features of this biography. If
anyone wishes to read a book that will
give the clear-sighted views of a genu-
ine believer in “popular sovereignty

in the truest sense of the word—all of |

upon the beginnings of our govern-

review to call attention to half the in-’

ment, a book that will give a sympa-
thetic insight into the mind of the su-
perior thinker of those,times, a book
that will tell these things with the in-
terest of a well-written novel, let him
read Watson’s ‘Life and Times of
Thomas Jefferson.”

There are a number of slips in the
proofreading which it is to be hoped a
new edition will corrgct.

J. H. DILLARD.

BOOKS RECEIVED,

—Cattle (The Human Species), By Archie
Bell, Cleveland, O. A bit of Whijtman-
esque verse,strenuous, severe and revo-
lutionary. be spirit is disclosed by this
quotation: “Cattle? O. Lord, Thou
knowest who the cattle are! They do
not dwell in the hoveis of poverty and
filth, they do not toll in the factories from
morn till eve, they do not lie awake at
night wondering what of grief  awaits
them on the morrow—Nay, they are in the
palaces of the rich.”

—Ben Blunt, His Life and Story. Great-
ly Abridged and Truly Told with. Much
Thrilling and Ingenious Comment There-
on. An_Historical Romance. By Speed
Mosby, Jefferson City, Mo. To be reviewed.

—The Immortality of Animals, and the
Relatlon ot Man as Guardian, trom a
Biblical and PhiloBophical Hypotheses.
By E. D. Bruckner, M. D., Philadeiphia:
Geo. W. Jacobs & Co. To be reviewed,

PERIODICALS.

Besides Henry George's second article
on ‘“‘Modern Methods of Finance,” which
deals with the copper combine, Pearson's
tor January offers an interesting histori-
cal article by Edward N. Valiandigham.
1t is the story of the first ‘‘dark horse’ in
American politics, Pearson’s lighter sto-

arT as interemting as usual,

Although comparisons, especially of the
living, are odious, it may be sald that
Thorpas Hardy is the greatest of llving
novelists, He §s also a poet, and in his
poetry no less than In his later novels he
shows that he does not admire things as
they are In civillzation and soclety. “Mr. -
Hardy's poems,” suys a writer of Literary
Chat in the January Munsey, ‘‘are of a
world which God—he seems to assume the
existence of a God just for his own sinis-
ter purpose—has forgotien.”” This 18- a
criticism entirely beside the mark. Mr.
Hardy makes no assumption of a God for-
getting the worid, but there is a strong
implication that the world iz forgetting
God.—J. H. D.

Wililam C. Whitmey, ex-cabinet minis-

‘ter and horse racer; John W. Gates,
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AN INITIAL DIFFICULTY. '
Chamberlain—Now Mr. Bull; the very first necessity of the case is that you consent

&r. Bull—And that is precisely what I positively refuse to do under any circumstances !

Phillips, of Chicago, “Corn Klnq;" Brown,
of New Orleans, ‘‘Cotton King,’™ and oth-
ers of their kind, take their place along
side of Pat Sheedy, Al Adams, Canfleld
and John Kelly, *‘a speculator who deals in
chips instead of wheat,” in an Interest-
ing article by James L. Ford in the Janu-
ary Leslie's Monthly on The Gambling
Spirit, the poison pervading our moderr
Amerlcan life. Lesile’s Monthly is de-
servedly taking high rank for the value
and Interest as well as for the literary
excllence of its contents. Its short sto-
ries are as good In thelr kind as are the
articles on subjects of a more serious na-
ture.—J. H. D. i

-

Mr. Bryan, speaking of Lord Rosebery
in an interesting letter ?gubllshed' in the
Commoner of December 25, sald: ‘‘His re-
ception at the Surrey theater, South L.on-
don, was as cordial as Mr. Chambenlain’s
reception at Cardiff. With all the arte
of the orator he repelled the attacks of
Mr. Chamberlain and arraigned the policy
of the Conservatives. He denied that
there was any excuse, to use his words,
for the ‘lamentations of the modern Jere-
miah.'” Thus we see that the Liberals in
England and the standpatters, whoare wil-
Jand are the standpatters, who are will-
ing to shout for prosperity as it is, and
to deny that there is any excuse for com-
plaints. Lord KRosebery ought to read
the Yellow Van, the People of the
Abyss, .the works of Booth and Rown-
tree, and then perhaps he might see that
the strength of Chamberlain is the pover-
ty of the people and the cowardice of his
own Liberals. Mr, Chamberlain is right
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ETHICS OF DEMOCRACY

A Series of Optimistic Essays on the
Natural Laws of Human Society.
By LOUIS F. POST .

The volume is heautifully printed on high-grade dull-
finished paper, uncut pages, gilt top. etc.. and bound in
fine blue cloth with gold lettering. Pp. 396

Price per copy. 88.00. (Net.delivered.)
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—landlordism and protection go well to-
gether.—J. H. D.

Under an appropriate heading—‘The
Philosophy of Freedom''—the Nebraska
Independent continués to publish an open
forum for Single Taxers. Mr.. J. C.
Barnes, of Hindsboro, Ill., {8 the leading
contributor to thie department in the is-
sue of December 24, his subject being the
“Paramount Issue.” Mr. Barnes begins
his letter: “I see you put the money ques-
tion paramount to all other questions, I
did, too, until I learned of the single
tgx.”” The Independent: in a note, takes
issue with Mr, Barnes, clalmlnf that “‘un-
til we make a radical clfange {n our rev-
enue laws, which include the coining of
money, the single tax—as many single
taxers present {t—is lame.” The writer
does not explain what he means by the
insertion ‘‘as many single taxers pres-
ent it,” nor is it clear from his own sen-
tences about ‘‘money” and ‘coin” why
he should make the money question, how-
}w;; lll)n.nortant, the paramount issue.—

SOCIALISM vs.
SINGLE TAX

A verbatim report of the Turner Hall Debate
between Louis F. Post. Henry H. Hardinge and
John Z. White,8ingle Taxers, and Krnest Unter-
mann, Seymour Stedman and A. M. 8imons,
Bocialists. will be published in book form on
Jan. 20, 1904, and advance orders will recelve
Do porcralie of Kpel Marr Henry Gearge. and

portraits o rl Marx, ry George,an
he six debaters, an?l will be hug(?somelyrgﬂnwd
on fine book paper with stlff paper cover.

Price 25 cents, five e;s es for $1.00,
twelve coples for $8.00. postare In-
cluded. Addrees CHARLES H. KERR
& CO., 568 Fifth Avenue, Chicago.
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JOHN MITCHELL, President of
the coal miners, is acknowledged to be one of
the foremost leaders in the Trade Union
Movement in the world. No student of
modern economic forces can afford to ignore
this movement, therefore get and read his.
book ou ORGANIZED LABOR.

Cloth, $1.78; Blue Seal, 8$8%.78
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BISOCIALISM:

The Reign of the Man at the Margin:

By OLIVER R. TROWBRIDGE-

An entirely new and original werk en
economies 1— - .

It treats of the positive theory of vaiue. and
of an entirely new and palpably theory
It for the first time furnishes a
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scope of i Sci at all
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It points out clearly the distinctive economte
principles which dominate the established order,
and aiso those involved in anarchism and in the
different forms of socialism. It discusses the.
economlc principles involved in all the ludn’
reform movements since the eivil war.
thoughtful, scholarly work. $1.50 net.

BISOCIALISM i{s a masterpiece. Itisa
book to make the quibblers squirm. The pro-
fessors are challepged on their own gronnd. ;

JOBN Z. WHITE. . /

NEW YORK: 35 Nassau Street ..

MOODY PUBLISHING CO.%-
\_ CHICAGO: 79 Dearborn Street |

"




