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Some very sensible observations
in spelling were recently made by
Mr. Arnold Tompkins, principal of
the Normal school at Chicago. He
does not believe in teaching chil-
dren to be accurate spellers of ob-
scure words. They canspend their
hours of study, he thinks, to far
better advantage than in learning
low to spell off hand, words
like*parachronism,” “caoutchouc”
and “anterrhinum.” He might
bave added that their memories
would be all the better for having
other goods in stock. To this ab-
tfird memorizing of words infre-
quently used, Mr.Tompkins wiselv
jrefers “a spelling conscience and
a pocket dictionary.” !

The death of the great painter
Verestchagin, who went down
with the Petropavlovek, is a loss
to the whole world, He was not
only a great artist, but a great
man. No writer, no orator, no
preacher, has done as much as he,
by his paintings, to make war
hideous. The artists may criticize
bim as they please, but he was far
freater than any of his critics, and
produced a marvelous effect upon
t!le world which will increase with
lime. Not only in war pictures was
be great. His painting of Jesus

lioking over the Sea of Galilee is
2¢ of the most beautiful pictures
o' modern times, and the fact that
_the facein this wonderful painting
8 not seen seems to add to the
artist's effectiveness. The Spring-
tield Republican well says of him:
Verestchagin was as character-
itically Russfan as Tolstoy and there
a:¢ many points at which these two
men meet in their work and its im-
Pilse. He was mot such an idealist

i the great novelist; he was rather

- -
. -t

a fatallst; but he was as truly and
definitely opposed to the evils of the
state, and in his own way engaged to
better it.

I'resident Mellen. of the New
York, New Haven and Hartford
road, is one in authority who is
well informed, and so fair in his
speech that he seems open minded
enough to see farther into indus-
trial conditions than is indicated
by his almost admirable address
recently reported in the Baltimore
Sun. “I would like,” he said, “to
pay the men of our company better
wages and allow them greater
privileges than my neighbors, but
if 1 do some one else will take my
place who will bring about an
equitable comparison.” This is a
fact. Peegident Mellen can not
pay ‘higher wages than his com-
petitors, and this is an answer to
those. who preach individual
righteousness as a means of in-
creasing wages.

We are approaching the 100th
birthday of Richard Cobden. This
centenary occurs on the 3d of June,
and the Ameérican Free Trade
League urges that it be celebrated
appropriately throughout the
United States. Extensive prepara-
tions are being made for its cele-
bration in Great Britain. In Lon-
don Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
mann is to preside at a great meet-
ing in the Alexandra Palace,and a
large number of prominent public
men will address subsidiary meet-
ings in the open air. The Ameri-
can league suggests that a similar
programme be followed in this
country. A demonstration is al-
ready planned for Boston, and the
league invites suggestions and co-
operation from all centers where
Cobden’s teachings and principles
have taken root. It is a good
omen that in this eentennial year
of Cobden the American Free
Trade league should be under the
management of two such radical

free traders as John DeWitt War-
ner, of New York, the president,
and William Lloyd Garrison, of
Boston, the secretary. Although
the suggestion for celebrations
comes late, there is still time to
arrange for the sincere and sim-
ple kind of public recognition
which the life work of this world's
democrat calls for.

Attention is ealled by the Com-
mercial Bulletin, of New York, to
the startling faet that in that
State real estate to the value of
£1,007,992,364 is exempt from tax-
ation—about 20 per cent. of the
total of that class of property. And
of this exempt property a very
large proportion, says the Bulle.
tin, “ia held by religious organiza-
tions for purely religious pur-
poses of a sectarian or denomina-
tional character.” It is obvious,

_of course, that in this manner tax-

payers are compelled to support
religious establishments in which
they do not believe; for just as
these establishments are exempt.
so are taxpayers in general
weighted with heavier taxes, The
Bulletin therefore asks if thereis
“any sound principle upon which
this kind of exemption is justi-
fied?” Manifestly there is none.
It is justified in fact only as all
other legal looting is justified.
namely, by the plea, more or less
disguised, that the legalized loot-
er needs the money. Even among
the exempt churches themselves,
the system works unjustly. Arich
congregation escapes a heavy tax;
a poor congregation owning its
church property escapes only a
small tax; and a poor congrega-
tion, worshiping in a hired hall,
does not escape at all. There is
no sound principle in the custom.
It exists because it has existed
and its beneficiaries are politically
strong enough to ruin any politi-
cian or politieal party that dare
propose its abolition.
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Why is it that the papers gener
ally have had so little to say about
the outrageous conduet of the
President in permitting railroads
to pay the expenses of his long
trip? They have pot even men-
tioned Congressman Baker's at-
tempts to have the government
pay the bill. Not so the Spring:
field Republican. After commend-
ing Mr. Baker’s attempts, this
paper, in a leading editorial,
speaks out in healthy reproof of
the President’s conduct, as fol-
lows: “There can be no defense of
guch conduct. It would be bad
enough for the President to aceept
free transportation in the course
of ordinary travel. It is much
worse—scandalous, in fact—for
him to accept a special train with’
food, etc., for himself and party in
a long turn about the country for
_the obvious purpose of stren gthen-
ing himself before the people for
pomination and election this
vear.”

AMr. J. B. Lewright, a Texas law-
ver, has made a commendable at-
tack upoun the evils of the railway
pass. He makes the attack as a
railway stockholder and in the
courts, asking for an injunction
against the San Antonio & Aran-
gas I’ass railway, restraining it
from issuing free passes t0 mem-
bers of the legislature, judges and
other public officials. He bases
his suit upon the claim that if free
passes were not granted, the com-
pany would either pay dividends
or give the public better service.
Not only does he ask an injunction,
but he demands that all out-
standing passes be canceled.
Mr. Lewright bhas taken a
course in this matter which
might be advantageously adopt-
ed elsewhere and with other
railroads. Passes are prejudicial
to the honest interests of stock-
holders, they are bribes ef a pecu-
liarly corrupting kind, and they
operate to discriminate between
travelers having equal rights on
the public highways.

Apropos of ex-President Cleve-
Jand's lecture (p.55) on the Debs
strike in Chicago in 1894, Mr. Debs

himself has made a_ public state-
ment which is at least worthy of
consideration even by the most de-
voted worshiper at the Cleveland
shrine. In this statement Mr.
Debs says:

I have never counseled violence in
strikes. When I was president of the
American Railway Union I never urged
a single striker to unlawful deeds.
They are the worst enemy of the trades
un.iun cause. I am for peace. I love
to'fight for the cause of labor, but not
with bludgeons. Mr. Cleveland justi-
fles himself in sending Federal troops
to Chicago during the Pullman strike
on the basis that there was rioting and
lawlessness incident to the strike. I
gay that there was no rioting or law-
lessness until after the Federal sol-
diers came on the scene. Mr. Cleve-
land maintains that he had a right to
interfere because the United States
mails were stopped. It i{g true enough
that the mail trains were not running.
But why? Not because mobs were en-
gaged in rioting or strikers were en-
gaged in lawlessness, but because the
railroad companies could not get men
to handle the trains which carried the
mails. . s

It is only fair to note that Mr.
Debs’s statement accords more
closely with the well-known facts
than Mr. Cleveland's does.

Connecticut’s Demacratic con-
vention has instructed for Judge
Parker, but this is of no more im-
portance than the Massachusetts
ingiruction 1or Olney. The name
concealed behind both these sets
of instructions is Cleveland’s.
Parker is practically out of the
race. When so warm a journalis-
tic supporter as ‘Wellman, the
Washington correspondent, is
obliged to concede that Parker ‘s
not as strong as he was three
weeks ago,” his chances are hope-
less. The Judge Parker type of
candidate must be nominated un-
expectedly as a dark horse orelse
grow steadily. Otherwise he fails.
With such a candidate, fluctuation
spells disaster.

The reason given by Mr. Well-
man for the dwindling of Judge
Parker’s Presidential boom is the
“weak, vapid and platitudinous
platform” upon which the New
York convention placed him. Fhat
was indeed enough to ruin the

chances of any candidate. But

thecircumstances showed that the
platform was not only platitudin-
ous but that its platitudes were
intended to hide Parker’s friendly
relations with the Wall street
brigands. Belmont, Morgan and
Woodward would be the ruin of
any candidate holding confidential
relations with them, no matter
what his platform.

Woodward is not as wellknown
as the other two, but he belongs
with them. Even the New York
World, Cleveland and Parker par-
tisan though it is, turns sick at
the naming of Woodward at the
head of the Democratic electoral
ticket of New York. It says of
this James 8, Woodward, in its
issue of the 4th, that— '

Mr. Woodward never uttered one
word, In writing or in speech, directly
or indirectly involving any political
idea. He never was a statesman, & poli-
tician, a speaker or a writer. He
pever was interested in government,
national, State or*municipal. He has
taken no part in reforms or In any
public affairs. He is not and cannot
be in sincere sympathy with the Dem-
ocratic platform. He is not opposed
to trusts, monopolies or the rule of &
plutocracy. On the contrary, the only
thing publicly known of him {s that
he is a sharp money-maker. This is
his only business, his entire record-
His particular record, by which he i8
known to the public, is that of & mon-
ey-maker out of the government. He
is identified with the money-making
schemes, pools, tricks and gyndicates’
of Wall ‘street. In the Morgan-Be-
mont svndicate he was &a brilliant
member. Yet this man, unable
to defend by volece or pen a single
jdea or principle of the Democratic
platform, is put forward as the party's
foremost candidate, the head of the
Presidential ticket, with the necessary
consequence that every man in favor
ot Judge Parker and wishing to vote
for him must vote for Woodward.

Doubtless Mr. Woodward was put
at the head of the Democraticelec-
toral ticket of New York by the
convention which instructed for
Judge Parker after making
buneo platform to please him, be-
ecause birds of a feather paturally
flock together.

———

«All dat some men gits outof an educd”
tion,” said Uncle Eben, “is de ability to
talk  foolishness grammatically."~
Washington Star. .
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OLEVELAND'S BOND-ISSUE STORY.

One of the notably black spots
in the dark record of President
Cleveland's seeond administra-
tion, is his issue of government
bonds in the years 1894, 1895 and
1896, whereby the public debt
was largely increased without
a corresponding increase of pub-
lic property. A large proportion

of these bonds-were issued to his-

friends, Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan
and Mr. August Belmont; and
some were issued under secret con-
tracts, at prices far below their
market value. It was, indeed, a
remarkable, not to say suspicious,
. example of public financiering.
After the lapse of almost ten
vears Mr. Cleveland breaks his si-
lence on the subject of these bond
issnes, and tells the story accord-
ing to the circumstances as he pro-
fesses to have seen them. His
story, which appears in the Satur-
day EveningPost, of Philadelphia,
in its jssue of May 7, is a verita-
ble contribution to our history
and needs to be read with care by
every thoughtful citizen.

It is a long story, naturally, and
we can offer only a very condensed
s¥llabus. We shall endeavor, how-
ever, to make this with the utmost
fairness to Mr. Cleveland. That
our syllabus of his story may be
distinguished from our comments,
we print the former in smaller
type:

The bond issues were made to obtain
£0ld coln for the purpose of maintaining
a treasury reserve of that metal to the
amount of $100,000,000.

There was no specific legal authority
for maintaining this reserve. The prac-
tice had begun in the late '70's, in conse-
quence of a frustrated attempt to with-
Graw the greenbacks from circulation.
An act of Congress of 1875 had provided
for redeeming and retiring all the green-
backs progressively, and for this pur-
pose had authorlzed the treasury to is-
gue bonds for the purchase of gold. By
the sale of such bonds and from other
sources a fund of gold was secured, and
the redemption and retirement of green-
backs proceeded until its interruption by
an act of Congress of 1878 reversing the
policy of retirement. At that time the

outstanding greenbacks had been re-
Cuced to $346.681.016. and the fund of
gold remaining for redemption and re-
tirement purposes was $103,000,000.

Although the act of 1878 forbade any
further retirement of the greenback cur-
rency, it did not forbid redemption, but
required that redeemed greenbacks

should be “reissued and paid out again,
and kept in circulation.” It was as-
sumed by the treasury, therefore, that
greenbacks must continue to be re-
deemed in gold upon demand, and for
that purpose the gold fund of $103,000,-
000 was treated as a redemption fund,
and called the “gold reserve.” In
1882 this practice wag recognized by
law. An act regarding the issue of gold
certificates recognized it in these words:
“whenever the amount of gold coin and
gold bullion in the treasury resérved for
the redemption of United States notes
falls below $100,000,000,”” ete. Under
those circumstances, and also because
of a popular notion that if the gold
reserve fell below $100,000,000 finan-
cial disaster would result, it became
necessdry, in Mr. Cleveland’s opinion,
to sell bonds, in order to buy gold to
maintain that reserve, if it could not
be maintained otherwise,

The diffienlty of maintaining the re-
serve was greatly enhanced by the sil-
ver purchase act. In 1878 Congress di-
rected a monthly purchase of silver, and
its colnage into silver dollars, the sil-
ver colns, (or certificates redeemable in
them), to be Issued as currency. This
act was superseded by the act of 1890,
wnich increased the silver purchase
limit, and made redemption of silver
notes In gold obligatory. The redemp-
tlon clause was In part as follows: “Upon
demand of the holder of any' of the
treasury notes herein provided for, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall, usder
such regulations as he may provide, re-
deem such notes in gold or silver coin at
his discretion.” Had the redemption
clause stopped there, the holders of these
silver treasury notes would, according
to Mr. Cleveland, have been bound to
take either gold or silver, as the Sec-
retary might -eleet; but the clause pro-
ceeded: “it being the established pol-
fcy of the United States to main-
taln the two metals at a parlty
with each other, upon the pres
ent legal ratio, or such ratio as may
be provided by law.” That addendum,
says Mr. Cleveland, “had the effect of
traneferring the discretion of determin-
Ing whether these treasury notes should
be redeemed in gold or silver from the
Secretary of the Treasury to the holder
of the notes;” becauge the holder’s de-
mand for gold redemption could not be
refused, and silver redemption offered,
without “either subjecting to doubt
the good faith and honest intention of
the government’s professions, or creat-
Ing a suspicion of our country's golv-
ency.” The parity between the two
metals could not be maintained, but. on
the contrary, would be distinetly denied.
“if the Secretary of the Treasury pereist-
ed in redeeming these notes, against the
will of the holder, in doliars of silver,
instead of gold.” Consequently these
silver notes took their place beside the
greenbacks as demands redeemable out
of the gold reserve.

Soon thereafter the gold reserve began

to decline. From August, 1890, to
March, 1893, it had fallen from $185.-
837,081, to $100,982,410, the latter be-
ing the amount that was turned over,
March 4, 1893, to the incoming Cleveland
adminjstration by the outgoing Har-
rison administration. So low had this
reserve fallen that the Harrison admin-
istration had already taken steps to ie-
sue bonds with which to purchase gold
for replenishment, but avoided the ne-
ceasity by raiking some $8,000,000 in goid
by an upexplained arrangement with
certain unnamed New York bankers.
Although strenuous efforts, tempo-
rarily successful, were made by the
Cleveland administration to replenish
the gold reserve, it shrank within six
weeks,and kepton shrinking. Thereupon
the special session of Congress of Au-

‘gust, 1893, was called to repeal the sil-

ver purchase law. The House voted
the repeal promptly, and the Senate,
more deliberately. Nevertheless the
gold reserve con‘inued to fall. By the
middle of January, 1894, it had fallen
to $70,000,000, and we were menaced
with “the destruction of our gold re-
serve, the repudiation of our gold obli-
gations, the humiliating fall of the
nation’s flnances to a silver basis, and
the degradation of our government's
high standing in the respect of the civ-
flized world.” There was only one
way to avert. the calamity, and this
was adopted.

Bids for $560,000,000 five per cent. bonds
were solicited at a premium of 11 per
cent. They came in slowly, and the
mfenacing withdrawals of gold from the
reserve continued. - The offer would
have met disastrous failure, had not the
Secretary of the Treasury succeeded,
with a number of New York financiers,
“in so arousing their patriotism, as well
as their solicitude for the protection of
the interests they represented,” that
they made tie offer a success, and the
bond iseue sold for $58,660,917.63. This

‘| raised the reserve to $107,440,802,

But before the summer of 1894 it had
fallen back to $78,693,267, and kept on
falling. In November it was down to
$61,878,374. Another offer of $50,000,-
000 five per cent. bonds was made, and
the bid of a financial syndicate of
$58,538,600 for “all or mone” was ac-
cepted. But this income of gold was
nearly offget by an outgo during the
same period of $32,000,000; and in Jan-
uary, 1895, the reserve was down to
$45,000,000.

Mr. Cleveland now addressed a mes-
sage to Congress describing the “end-
less chain,” whereby greenbacks and
silver purchase notes were used to
draw gold out as fast as it got in,
this currency being required to be
reissued notwithstanding Its re-
demption. He urged Congress to
provide by an issue of long-term in-
terest-bearing bonds for the final re-
cemption in gold and the cancellation
of the redeemed greenbacks and silver
purchase notes; But Congress refused
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to adopt any plan for withdrawing the
paper currency of the government from
circulation.

Early in February the reserve had
fallen to $41,340,181 and in this emergen-
¢y Mr. Cleveland solicited Mr. J. Pier-
pont Morgan's advice and ald. The in-
terview was at the White House, Febru-
ary 7, 1895, Mr. Morgan made an en-
tirely new suggestion. The Adminis-
tration had supposed it ppssessed no
power to issue bonds except under the
greenback redemption law, but Mr.
Morgan called attention to section 3700
of the Revised Statutes, which reads:
“The Secretary of the Treasury may
purchase coin with any of the bonds or
notes of the United States authorized by
law, at such rates and upon such terms
as he may deem most advantageous to
the public interest.” As the interview
proceeded it appeared that Mr. Morgan,
Mr. Belmont and their associates were
not only willing to take an issue of four
per cent. bonds at 1041 In exchange for
gold, but were also willing and “abun-
dantly able,” in consideration thereof,
to protect the treasury against the
withdrawal of gold for speculative ship-
ment abroad. A contract was accord-
ingly made with J. P. Morgan & Co., of
New York, for themselves and for J. S.
Morgan & Co., of London, and with Au-
gust Belmont & Co., of New York, for
themselves and for N. M. Rothschild &
Son, of London.

In connection with the execution of
this contract the desirability of making
the bonds payable in gold by their terms
was discussed. All bonds were by law
payable in “coin,” and might legally be
pald with silver. The only safeguard
was “a reliance upon such a measure of
good faith on the part of the govern-
ment and honesty on the part of the
people as would assure their payment in
gold coin.” Mr, Morgan “expressed not
only a willingness but a strong desire”
that a substitution might be made, for
honds payable by their terms 1n coln of
bonds payable by their terms in gold,
and “readily agreed to allow" the Ad-
minlstration “time to procure the neces-
sary legislation for that purpose.” This
change in terms would have saved $16,-
000,000, for that was the amount Mr.
Morgan was willing to allow, in differ-
ence In interest rates, for a “gold™”
agreement resting upon Congressional
sanction, in place of a “roin” agree-
ment with a gold interpretation.
Congress refused assent. “Quite in
keeping with the Congressional habit
prevailing at that time,” says Mr.
Cleveland. “the needed legislation was
refused and this money (316,000.000)
was not saved.”

So the Morgan-Belmont contract was
carried out as originally made, whereby
the syndicate obtained $62.315.400 in
four per cent. 30-year bonds for $65.116.-
244.62—at the ratio, that is, of $1
in bonds to $1.04% in gold.

The syndicate kept its contract., “The

terms of the agreemnt were so well car-
rled out,” writes Mr. Cleveland, “'not
only in the matter of furnishing gold
but in procuring it from abroad and pro-
tecting the reserve from withdrawals,
that during its continuance the opera-
tion of the ‘endless chain’ which had
theretofore drained our gold was inter-
rupted.” '

But when the contract had been fully
performed and its safeguards terminat-
ed, the “endless chain" began again to
revolve, and by December, 1895, the re-
serve ‘was down to §79,333,966, and early
in January, 1896, to $61,251.710. There-
upon $100,000,000 of four per cent. bonds
were cffered to the public. J. P. Morgan
& Co. bid for the entire issue at a frac-
tion less than $110.69, and secured less
than half. This raised the reseérve to
$124.000,000, and, “whether from fa-
tigue of mallgn conditions or other
canses,” ever since the last large. sale
of bonds was made, “the gold reserve
has been free from eruptive movement
and its condition has ecaused no
alarm.”

Onecannot read Mr. Cleveland's
story without wondering at his
idolatry in the presence of this
100,000,000 Icon of the treas-
ury department. His whole ac
tion in the matter appears like a
species of rotational gvmnastics,

What if the gold reserve had
been exhausted? The government
is not a bank, whose solvency de-
pends upon a reserve fund. It is
a sovereignty, and its solveney de
pends upon its taxing power.
Only one thing could have hap-
pened’ if the reserve had given
out. “The endless chain” would
have snapped and hurt none but
the conspirators who were trying
to keep it in motion. Yet Mr.
Cleveland played into their hands,
in worshipful adoration of this
gold reserve fetish, which had no
legal origin and no legitimate
function. In doing so, he added
$262,315,400 to the interest-bear-
ing debt of the country, and the
country got nothing for it.

But it was not all fetishism.
Nor was the endless chain nor yet
the Morgan-Belmont contract with
its $16,000,000 bait, altogether a
matter of ephemeral speculation
and  momentary  plunder.  The
bond issue epirode was an episode
of the hanking conspiracy which
began in the '60°s and had this for
its purpose: to transform bonds
redeemable in curreney into bonds
redeemable oily in gold: to abol-
ish all legal tender but gold; and
to confer upon banking svndicates
the power to expand and contract.

the currency at will. Mr. Cleve-
land, following the lead instead of
reversing the policy of his Repul-
lican predecessors, made himself
a willing participant in this con-
gpiracy, and is now'a rather boast-
ful defender of it.

Let us glance at the framework
of the conspiracy. At the close of
the Civil War there was a certain
volume of greenbacks in circula-
tion, and the bonds of the govern-
ment specified no particular mon-
ey of redemption. The bonds,
bought at par with greenbacks,
were presumably redeemable
in the currency of the country
whatever that might be at the
time of redemption. But the
Republican party, already becom-
ing the party of our then incipient
plutocracy, adopted the surrepti-
tious policy which has almost cul-
minated in secretly revolutioniz-
ing our bonded debt and abolish-
ing our national currency.

In 1866 Congress set about sub-
stituting interest-bearing bonds
for non-interest-bearing green-
backs. The scheme excited suspi-
cion, and in 1868 it was checked.
But in 1869 Congress was led by
the Wall street ring of that day
into adopting the so-called “act to
strengthen the public ecredit.”
This act ordained that the pay-
ment of our bonds, already issued
and purchasred with greenbacks
and redeemable in any curren-
ey, should be paid “in coin
or its equivalent” except where
the law authorizing the issue ex-
pressly provided for payment in
“other enrrency than gold or sil-
ver.,” The same act made the
greenbacks redeemable in “coinor
its equivalent.” It was out of op-
position to this law that the
Greenback party sprang.

Pursuant to the same general
policy, the act of 1875, to which Mr.
Cleveland refers, was parsed; and
under that act the gold reserve
grew up in the treasaryv. The un-
derlying purpose of the act of 1875
was to enable the banks to con-
trol the volume of the curreney.
To that end it removed the limit
from the amount of the eurreney
mnaranteed by the government
which banks might issue: and in
order to elear the way for cur-
rency contraction whenever bank-
ing syndicates might find contrae-
tion profitable, the act provided
for the retirement of greenbacks,
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as banking currency increased, un-
til only $300,000,000 of greenbacks
should remain. After January 1,
187Y, this remainder was to be re-
deemed “in coin.” Authority to
sell bonds for “‘coin” for redemp-
tion purposes was embodied in the
act.

Hardly had that act got fairly
into operation when the pressure
of hard times was felt, and start-
ling examples of the inordinate
power of banking syndicates in
New York were ohserved. A great
outery arose. The Greenback
party grew, and the Democratic
party joined with it in denouncing
the policy of contraction. As are-
sult, the further retirement of the
greenbacks was prohibited in
1878,

But the Republicans were in
fullpower in the Executive branch
of the government, and their
treasury officials, by interpreta-
tion and construction, set out to
sustain the Wall street policy
which Congress had obstructed.
It was thus that they established
the gold reserve at whose shrine
Mr. Cleveland afterwards forced
the country to worship—if not de-
voutly yet expensively.

Although Congress had now for-
bidden the retirement of green-
backs, the treasury officials as-
sumed that it had not only not for-
bidden redemption in coin, but
hadretained theredemption clause
in full force as
provision. More than this, they
assumed that “coin” meant gold.
8o they established, without legal
sanction, a reserve fund of $100,-
000,000 in gold, thus arranging the
mechanism for the “endless chain”
which revolved so excitingly dur-
mg(‘levohnd’s second administra-
tion,

It was not until 1882, four years
later, that Congress gave even the
shadow of sanction to this fund,
and then it adopted the sly clause
that Mr. Cleveland cites: “The
tecretary of the treasury shall
suspend the issue of such gold cer-
tificates whenever the amount of
rold coin and gold bullion in the
treasury reserved for the redemp-
tion of United States notes falls
below $100,000.000.” This pro.
vision was smuggled into an act
“to enable national banking asso-
ﬂatmns to extend their corporate
enstenm and for other purpos-
8" an act which has no apparent
relation to the subject of that

a mandatory.

proviso, but which is highly sug-
gestive of its source. The little
joker in the proviso was the inno-
cent-looking recognition of the
“gold reserve” fund which until
then had had no legal status what-
ever.

Here, then, we have the reserve
fund in gold recognized by Con-
gress, four years after the treas-
ury lawlessly institutes it, and
then recognized only in an indi-
rect manner and by a surrepti-
tious clause in a law regarding the
incorporation of banks. It had
been maintained for greenback ve-
demptions in the execution of a
poliey of contraction, after that
policy had twice been checked by
Congress; and it was composed of
gold, although Congress had au-
thorized redemptions only in coin.

If we add one fact more we have
another link in the chain of evi-
dence regarding the plutocratic
financial policy of the Republicans
which our Democratic President
brought to a eulmination in his ne-
gotiations with his friends Mor-
gan and Belmont. One of the
excuses for interpreting the word
“eoin” in acts of Congress as
“gold,” was the law, also surrep-
titions, which demonetized silver
coin; it being urged that as coin
primarily means silver and gold
money, it must mean only gold
money when silver money is abol-
ished. This argument is a gem of
logic, But is it not suggestive of
the underground policy which
financial syndicates have pursued
since the ’6(’s to place our cur-
rency in their control and te en-
hance the value of our public debt
to its owners while augmenting
its weight to the payers? Besides,
silver money had been restored
three months when the *“gold re-
serve” was set up. At that time
the demonetization excuse for
treating gold as the only “coin”
did not exist.

Such was the policy which by
hook and by crook had reached
the point, in Cleveland's second
administration, of changing the
character of the required curren-
ey for paying the public debt from
paper to coin and from coin to
gold, and of making the green-
backs part of an endless chain for
the bedevilment of the treasury
and the enlargement of the debt.
Mr.Cleveland had the option of ex-
posing this policy and reversing it,

or of approving and pl'dlnoting it.
He adopted the latter course.

It is assumed by Mr. Cleveland
that redemption of the greenback
was mandatory after its retire-
ment had been forbidden. Bucha
construction is indeed possible.
But 8o is the opposite construc-
tion.

By the act of 18 the treasury
was required to redeem green-
backs in coin on demand. Re-
demption in that act evidently
meant redemption and retirement,
and was so construed in practice.
Retirement was forbidden by the
act of 1878, which provided that
“when -any of said notes may be
redeemed”—"may be” is permis-
sive and not imperative—“or be
received into the treasury under
any law from any source whatever,
and shall belong to the United
States, they shall not be retired,
canceled or destroyed, but they
shall be reissued and paid out
again and kept in eirculation.”
The sensible construction of those
two laws is that the contraction
policy of the one was reversed by
the other, and that redemption
was no longer obligatory. A Pres-
ident who had looked upon the
people, rather than his financial
chums, as his constituency might
at least have given the people the
benefit of the doubt, by refusing to
redeem in any coin when the “run’
upon the reserve set in.

There was no better reason for
redeeming silver notes in gold
than for so redeeming greenbacks.
Mr. Cleveland’s argument in fa-
vor of it is not the argument of a
man who had to; it is the argu-
ment of a man who wanted to.

As plain as English could make
it, the silver purchase law empow-
ered the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to redeem those notes “in gold
or silver coin at his discretion.”
Mr.Cleveland concedes this,but ar-
gues that the addendum clause
changed it all; the clause, namely,,
which follows the discretionary
provision, and reads: *it being
the established policy of the
United States to maintain the twor
metals at a parity with each other
upon the present legal ratio, or
such ratio as may be provided by
law.”

When that addendum was made
it was commonly gpoken of as “i
stump_speech in the belly of the
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act,” and that is all it was. Its
manifest purpose was to warn the
Secretary of the Treasury that
Congress intended to encourage
no discrimination between gold
and silver in redemptions of paper
money. In his greenback redemp-
tions the Secretary had been
treating gold as the only coin,
maintaining for that purpose
not a coin reserve but a gold re-
serve, notwithstanding that the
law required only coin redemption
if it required any redemption at
all.  The addendum ‘that Mr.
Cleveland quotes was therefore
inserted in the silver purchase act
for the purpose of advising the
Secretary that when Congress
said gold and silver “coin” it did
not mean gold coin alone.

The advice was necessary, in
view of the slipperiness of the
treasury department in matters in
which the financiers were interest-
«d. But a stubbornly perverse in-
terpretation was put upon the
«clinse by the Republican admin-
istration, and Mr. Cleveland duti-
fully followed suit. The very
clanse that was intended to em-
phasize the policy of paving out
either metal according to its pre-
ponderance in the treasury, was
made an excuse for paying out the
scarcer one, The very clause that
was intended manifestly to free
the treasnry from “endless chaing™
was utilized as a reason for mak-
ing them revolve the merrier. The
very clause that was intended to
reiterate the purpose of Congress
Jto rest gold or xilver payments on
the basis of the diseretion of the
debtor nation, was nsed to place
them on the basis of the discretion
of its Wall street creditors,

The whole thing would be funny
if it were not so significant of con
spiracies, stratagems and loot,

The rvesulting “endless chain™
was evidently part of the old-time
vet uncompleted conspiraey,  Its
promoters had a purpose beyond
taking gold ont of one_ treasury
window and shoving greenbacks
inat another. Their purpose was
to foree Congress to eancel the
grecnbacks and in terms to make
“coin™  obligations  payvalle in
ceold”

This is evident upon Mr, Cleve-
and’s own testimony,  Who was
it, does hie say, that was  “abun-
dantly able” to stop the specula-
tive withdrawal of gold from the

treasury? J. Pierpont Morgan
and his associates, Belmont and
the rest. Who was it, does he say,
that did stop those withdrawals
when they were paid for it? Mor-
gan and Belmont. What bhap-
pened, does he say, after that con-

tract had been performed? The
withdrawals began again. Who
was it, does he say, that “ex-

pressed not only a willingness bur
La strong desire” to sacrifice $16,-
000,000 in order to get bonds pay-
able in gold by their terms? His
patriotic friends, Morgan and Bel-
mont. And why? Why does Mr.
Cleveland suppose that they had
this $16,000,000-desire for “gold”
instead of *coin,” when the treas-
ury was already interpreting
*¢oin” to mean *gold”? Was it
because they feared a loss on this
particular transaction? By no
means. Insurance against the
possible payvment of $62,000,000 of
bonds in depreviated silver would
have been exceedingly high at
216,000,000 but to commit Con-
gress in terms to the gold poliey
would have been a cheap purchase
at that price.

That is what Congress saw and
that is the reason (‘ongress re-
fused “the needed legislation” sn
strongly desired by Mr. Cleve
land’s financial friends. That is
doubtless also the reason that
the “endless chain” stopped re-
volving with the last bond issue
that Mr. Cleveland made. It was
evident by that time that the Con-
gress then in office could not be
coerced by the “endless chain™ agd
Mr. Cleveland's responsive bond
issues, into committing the coun-
try to the gold basis of public in-
debtedness. Bo far as speculative
opportunities were concerned the
endless chain®™ could have served
as well or better in 1896 than be-
fore.  But there was really no
speculation in it, and, its prineipal
object having clearly failed, it
win dropped for the hetter meth-
ods which developed at the Pres-
idential campaign of that year.
That was what fatigned “the ma-
lien conditions.”

Mr.  Cleveland  eonld  have
stopped the “endless chain™ at the
very start, hiad he but done what
the Secretary of the Treasury in
hix first administration, Daniel
Manning, is reported to have done
under similar cirenmstances,  In-

stead of meekly appealing to Mor-

gan and Belmont, and giving them
$75,000,0000 worth of bonds for a
little over 65,000,000, if Mr.
Cleveland had said to them in ef-
fect: “Gentlemen, I understand
the origin and purpose of the "end-
less chain,’ and if it makes an-
other revolution the treasury will
avail itself of its legal right to re-
deem in silver!"—if he had done
that, there would have been bpo
“endless chain” and no bonds.
The Wall street rascals would
have lost their right band, would
almost have pawned their cun
ning, rather than have had silver
offered in redemption of pgreen-
backs and silver notes at that
time. They alone would have suf-
fered from any depreciation of sil-
ver and paper currency, and for
that reason they would have
shrunk from inviting such depre-
ciation.

We are not inclined to suspect
Cleveland's virtue, so much as his
susceptibility to the influences of
environment, for the bond issue ep
isode of his second administra-
tion. That he went into oftice
poor-and came out rich, is a fact
thatimpressesmany,and it cannot
be lightly disregarded. But inso
far as his actions may be ex
plained upon a more charitable
hypothesis we are disposed to ae
cept the charitable view; and with
reference to those bond issues we
know that absolutely honest meu
regard the matter as Mr. Cleve-
land does, a fact which gives color
it least to his assumptions of sin-
cerity. Yet, what replyis to be
made to the New York World. a
Democeratic paper whirh is far
from unfriendly to Cleveland and
which in its issue of May 6, 1904,
claims credit for having fright-
ened him out of plans to make
a second secret contract with Mor-
aan? In proof of this the World
reproduces its editorinl of Jan-
nary 3, 1896, which it points to as
having broken up the “deal.” We
reprint it:

To you, Mr. Cleveland, the Worid ap-
peals. It asks you to save the country
from the mischief, the wrong and the
scandal of the pending bond deal with
the Morgan syndicate. It {s not yet too
late to repudiate the whole transaction,
and its rejection will be the greatest act
of your life, [t will give you more of
prestige than any cther, more of honor
and more of the gratitude of your coun-
trymen. The needless waste of $10,000,-
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000 or $15,000,000 in this transaction is

Dot the only or even the chief objection

to it. It Involves something of immeas-
urably greater worth than any number
of millions. It involves popular confi-
dence in the integrity of the Govern-
ment, that faith of the people in their
rulers which is the life-blood of free in-
stitutions. The manner of this thing is
more vitally important than i{ts matter.
In all kindness the World asks you to
look at the facts as they present them-
selves to the popular mind. This bar-
gailn has been made with a suspicious
secrecy which has been guarded by a
picket line of falsehoods put forth for the
misleading of the people. It is a bar-
gain between yourself in your official
capacity and your near friends. It
promises to give princely millions of the
people’s money to those friends, and
that without any need, as we shall pres-
ently show. You have not asked advice
of the party leaders in Congress or out.
The only person you are known to have
counseled with Is the contractor with
whom you have been bargaining, and he
had millions to make by inducing you'to
accept his advice. His lawyer, who was
formerly your law partner, has been in
Washington helping the negotiation.
James T. Woodward, president of the
Hanover bank, bhas also been in Wash-
ington, and he is publicly known to
have accumulated $4,000,000 of gold in
preparation for the deal. Mr.'Stillman,
of the National City bank, who has also
been at the capital, has a hoard of $8,-
000,000 to invest in the speculation.
You must see, Mr. Cleveland, that se-
crecy of negotiation under such circum-
stances is bound to excite suspicion.
You must realize that men are already
saying things which the newspapers as
¥yet hesitate to print. You must be alive
to the fact that these suspicions, direct-
ed against the conduct of the Govern-
ment Itself, are more threatening to the
stability of our iustitutions than the
enmity of any forelgn foe could be. The
most damaging thing that could happen
to the Republic would be the lodgment
of a conviction.in the people’s minds that
our Government had become one of syn-
divates and bargains for the public
moneys.

Ax a result of that editorial the
World now claims that Mr, Cleve-
land abandoned the second secret
“deal;” offered this issue of bonds
to the public; and thereby received
112 instead of 1044, the latter be-
ing the price for the previous is-
sue actually disposed of bv the
secret ~deal™ to Morgan and Bel-
mont, which Mr. Cleveland tells
of as oceurring at the White
House, and of which he unblush-
ingly boasts as if it had been patri-
otie,

“Nothing is  better estab-
lished,” says the World now, “than

the fact, of which the World had
and published documentary evi-
dence, that the Morgan sydicate
had a ‘thorough understanding’
with the Administration that it
was to have the 1896 issue of $100).-
000,000 in bonds on substantially
the same terms as’ those which
Mr. Cleveland describes as a ‘fa-
vorable bargain’—namely, about
1043 for bonds worth at that time
1177 1If the World is justified in
making its assertionssone cannot
altogether condemn whoever har-
bors the suspicions which such
facts natyrally arouse against all
but the sacrosanct. Moreover, if
the World's assertions are true,
Mr. Cleveland's article in the Sat-
urday Evening Post is lacking in
candor to a degree which approx-
imates the level of deliberate de-
ception.

EDITORTAL OORRESFONDENCE.

IOWA.

Sioux City, Iowa, April 8.—Without
Hearst's candidacy, we should have been
snowed under by the Parker crowd, with
all its plentiful lack of principle and its
abounding thirst for post offices. The
allenment in Iowa was practically that
of 1896 and every year since, except that
we have now regained al! the ground lost
since 1896. I know of cnly two promi-
nent Bryan Democrats who were not in
line for Hearst; and to offset these there
were several prominent gold Democrats
of radical leanings. Moreover, the men
selected to go to the St. Louis convention
are full of the principle of democracy.
Once convince them that Mr. Hearst is
not true to this principle, and he can not
hold them a minute. His following is
determined by principle and not per-
sonality or any other ulterior consider-
ation. [ feel sure that this is the caceall
over the country, and that wherever a
State is carried for Hearst it is a victory
for ¢emocratic Democracy. [ know that
it is o in [owa. '

This fact appears as strovgly in the
men who were against Hearst as in those
who were for him. Every railway law-
yer, every corporation tool, every pro-

| fessioral touter for plutoeracy in the

State was against him. A memberof the
Interstate Commerce Commission came
out from Washington to tell us what
fools we were making of ourselves in the
face of the fact that Parker was sure of
the nomination. The men who were
against us in 1896 and have been fichting
ug in every convention since, and gracu-
ally gaining ground until lowa last year
went into the ranks of the “reorgan-
ized)"” came to the convention using the
same Dbitter arguments acainst Hearst
that they used against Bryan, although
the silver question was out of the con-

test, and such men as Weaver, Rhine-
hart, Evans, Walsh and my«elf Insisted
that no reference be mace to reaffirma-
tion. The atmosphere is wonderfully
cleared. We see now—all of us—that it
was not 16 to 1 which they were fighting,
but democratic Democracy. The eplit
in our ranks is encouragingly increased

In definiteness.
J. H. QUICK.

NEWS ‘

Week ending Thursday, May 12.

Last week's rumors of the fall
of Newchwang (p. 71) in the
progress of the Russo-Japanese
war, appear to have been prema-
ture in point of time and mistaken
as to manner. But the Japanese
have followed up their victory at
the Yalu by a succession of further
victorious movements, of which
the. evacuation of Newchwang by
the Russians is reported to be one
of the results. A landing of a Jap-
anese force has been made at Pit-
sewo, on the east coast of the Liao-
tung peninsula, northeast of I"ort
Arthur, and another is reported on
the west coast of the same penin-
sula near IPort Adams, or Kin-
chow, stations on the Russian rail-
road. A third Japanese force is
reported to have disappeared and
the war correspondents are specu-
lating as to its whereabouts and
the part it is to play. The cap-
ture of Dalny, the commercial ter-
minus of the Russian railway a
few miles north of Port Arthur, is
also reported. Notwithstanding
these reports, which imply that
the Japanese have completely in-
vested Port Arthur and are incon-
trol of the railroad southward
from Port Adams or thereabouts,
the Russian viceroy, Alexieft, tele-
graphed the Czar on the 10th that
Russian communication with Port
Arthur by rail had been restored
on the 9th and 10th and that the
telegraph line was being repaired.
On the Gth, without a battle, the
Russians abandoned their second
line of defense west of the Yaluo,
at Fenghuangeheng ip. 71, and the
Japanese took possession. The
Russians in their retreat were
closely pursued.  This retreat is
believed to have given the Japan-
ese o great advantagze in future
operations by vielding to them a
Large strip of Manchurian terri-
tory.

Another fizht liag occeurred in
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connection with the British inva-
‘sion of Thibet (p. 23), an obstruc-
tive Thibetan force having been
attacked by the British expedition
near (iyantse at a point about
16,000 feet above sea level. The
attack was made on the 6th, and
the fight lasted two hours. The
Thibetans were dislodged from
their entrenchments with a loss
of about 75, the British loss in
killed being 3, including Captain
Bethune, who led the attack. Sub-
sequent reports indicate that the
Thibetans are opposing greater re-
sistance to the British advance.

The pacification of the Moros in
the Philippines by the United
States does not appear to have
been as complete as announced
(vol. vi, p. 808) by Gen. Wood two
months ago. News dispatches of
the 11th from Manila report that
Lieut. Winfield Harper and 39
men of Company F of the Seven-
teenth United States infantry,
were caught in ambush May 8, by
several hundred Moros. Two
American officers-and 15 men were
killed and 5 men were wounded.
The ambush oeccurred at Simpa-
tem, on the cast shore of Lake
Liguasan, Island of Mindanao.

f—

Meagre reports of probable war
between Brazil and I’eru are at
hand. The difticulty grows out of
conflicting claims to parts of the
so-called Aere country regarding
which Brazil and Bolivia eame
near engaging in war some 15
months ago. The Acre country
comprises 80,000 square miles. Tts
resources for rubber production
are said to have been discovered
by the celebrated mountain
climber, Sir Martin Conway, an
Englishman, who procured from
Bolivia a grant of the land, with
vast powers of government, in
which American capitalists are
now deeply interested. The re-
gion is deseribed as lving far in-
land, 2,500 miles or more from the
mouth of the Amazon, a wild see-
tion of South America, antra-
versed by any railroad, without
telegraph lines, and a three weeks’
journey by the uncertain river
boats from PPara. Itis watered by
three great tributaries of the Ama-
zon—the Javary, Jurua and Purus
—and their affluents, deriving its
name from one of the Iatter, the
river “Aquiry” or “Aecre.” It is
bounded on the north and east by

the Brazilian states of Amazonas
and Matto (GGrosso, on the south by
Bolivia and on the west by I'eru.
When the original boundary treaty
between Brazil and Bolivia was
signed, in 1867, the population
consisted entirely of nomadic and
hostile Indians, and the dangers of
exploration were augmented by
the prevalence of fevers and rep-
tiles and insects of the most dead-
Iy description. Not until the rub-
ber industry at Manaos and Para
became of value and the prospec-
tors pushed westward into the
wilderness to locate new lands
suitable for this tree did the dis-
triet receive special attention. It
had been in undisputed possession
of Brazil, and only in 1894 did
Brazil and Bolivia realize the ne-
cessity for a more definite boun-
dary line at this point. In 1895 a
joint commission of those two gov-
ernments agreed to adopt a pro-
visional line, but disputes after-
ward arose, and in the winter of
1903 the rubber interests in the
Acre country claimed by Bolivia
rose in successful revolt against
that country (vol. v, pp. 711, 712),
following which Brazil sent an ul-
timatum giving notice to Bolivia
that if she should attempt to re-
occupy the disputed territory,
Brazil would pacify and adminis-
tér it by military force until a set-
tlement of the whole dispute had
been reached. Bolivia thereupon
agreed to Brazilian military occu-
pation and administration of all
the disputed country to the wesrt
of the Yaco river, at the same time
advising Brazil that she was send-
ing to Rio Janeiro a minister spe-
cially authorized to negotiate a
satisfactory agreement, or failing
that to arrange for arbitration.
No further reports of the difficulty
between Brazil and Bolivia have
been publighed in this country. But
on the 3d came reports of rumors
in Rio Janeiro to the effect that
orders had been issued for concen-
tration of all the Brazilian forees
in the first military district at
points on the frontier of Pern
where Peruvian troops were re-
ported to have crossed into the
territory. These rumors were con-
firmed by dispatchies of the 4th
from Rio, which also stated that
naval as well as military prepara-
tions were under way looking to
war with Peru,’

It scems that Peru had asserted

claims in the Acre country by oc-
cupying the Jurua and the Perus
valleys with troops, and that Bra-
zil had notified her to evacuate.
No reply to this notice having been
received, Brazil proceeded with her
military and naval preparations.
From Lima, Peru, also on the 4th,
the Peruvian minister for foreign
affairs was reported as saying
that his government was prepar-
ing to resist the “unjust ag
gression” of Brazil. He was
further reported as asserting that
it is a political whim of Brazil's
foreign minister to annex the ter-
ritories of Alto Jurua and Alte
Perus, inventing as a basis for
such action stories of Peruvianin-
vasions, and that Brazil had now
sent troops to occupy the coveted
region. ,

Five days later a dispatch from
Manaos announced that an imper-
tant battle had been fought be-
tween the Brazilian forces and the
Peruvians near the river Chandles,
and that the Peruvians were cou
pletely routed. It is said to be
the general opinion, however, that
theire will not be a war, the Peru-
vian minister to Brazil havingde
livered a note proposing an exam-
ination of the property rights of
both countries in the disputed
Acre territory, without takinginto
account the actual occupation of
the district.

In American politics there have
been during the week six Repub-
lican State conventions. The Colo-
rado convention on the 6Gth gave
instructions for Roosevelt; that
of New Jersey on the 10th in-
dorsed his administration, bunt
gave no instructions; those of
Conneeticut, Maryland and Ala-
bama, on the 11th, endorsed but
did not instruct; and that of
Washington, also on the 11th,
both endorsed and instructed.

The week’s record of Democratie
State conventions comprises those
of Connecticut and Washington.
In Connecticut the delegates werr
snbjected to the unit rule and
were instructed for Parker. This
was done by a vote of 366 to 186,
the minority being supporters of
Hearst, In Washington on the 5th
no instructions for anyvone were
made, but the unit rule was adopt-
ed and of the 10 national delegates

W
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Tarereported to be strong Hearst
men.

Some inferences regarding the
approaching Presidential conven-
tion of the Democratic party may
be drawn from dispatches of the
3th from St. Louis of the results of
lemocratic primaries with refer-
esce to the governorship of Mis-
gouri. They report that Joseph
W. Folk, the circuit attorney of
St. Louis, who has come into na-
tional prominence through his
prosecutions of the local political
ring and its “business man” con-
federates, has won his fight for
the nomination. In the primaries
of the 7th in eleven counties Mr.
Folk is reported to have had
sweeping victories in every pre-
cinet in every county save one,
Lafavette counfy, which was car-
ried by ex-Mayor James Reed, of
Kansas City, by small majorities.
Folk is now reported to have 286
uncontested delegates out of 356
necessary to nominate, while Reed
has only 61. Harry B. Hawes had
111 votes, which he secured in 8t.
Louis, but he has retired from the
race. Judge James Gantt, of the
Supreme Court, the only other
candidate, has not a single dele-
pate,

After a session of geveral days
in Chicago (p. 72) the Socialigt con-
vention has adopted a national
platform and nominated PPresiden-
tial candidates. It is too long for
complete quotation here, but we
reproduce all the essential fea-
tures:

We, the Soclalist Party, in conven-
tlon assembled, make our appeal to
the American pcople as the defender
and preserver of the idea of liberty
and self-government, in which the na-
tion was born. To this idea of
liberty the Republican and Democratic
parties are equally false. . Our
American institutions came into the
world in the name of freedom. They
have been selzed upon by the capital-
ist class as the means of rooting ou*
the idea of freedom from among the
people, By controlling all the
sourdes of social revemue, the pos-
sessing class is able to silence what
might be the voice of protest against
the passing .of liberty and the coming
of tyranny, It completely controls the
university and public school, the pul-
Pit and the press, and the arts and lit-
Our political institu-
tions are also being used as the de-
stroyers of that individual property
upon which all liberty and opportunity

depend. The prorﬁtse of economic in-
dependence to each man was one of the
faiths upon which our institutions
were/founded. But, under the guise of
defending private property, capitalism
is using our political institutions 1o
make it impossible for the vast ma-
jority of human beings ever to become
possesors of private property in the
means of life. Capitalism is the enemy
and destroyer of essential private prop-
erty. Its development is through the
legalyized confiscation of all that the
labor of the working class produces,
above Its subsistence-wage. . . So-
clalism comes to rescue Lhe people
from the fast increasing and successful
assault of capitalism upon the liberty
of the individual. As an American
socialist party, we pledge our fidelity
to the principles of international so-
cialism, as embodied in the united
thought and action of the soclalists of
all nations. . . The tendency of the
compeiitive wage system is to make
labor’s lowest condition the measure or
rule of its universal condition. Indus-
try and finance are no longer national
but international, in both organization
and results. . . The soclalist move-
ment therefore is a world-movement.
It knows of no conflicts of Interest be-
tween the workers of one nation and
the workers of another. The so-
cialist movement owes its birth and
growth to that economic development
or world-process which is rapidly sep-
arating a working or producing clas3
from a possessing or capitalist class.

The fact that theee two classes
have not yet become fully conscious
of their distinction from each other,
the fact that the lines of division and
interest may not yet be clearly drawn,
does not change the fact of the class
confiict. This class struggle {8 due to
the private ownership of the means of
employment, or the tools of production.
Wherever and whenever man owned
his own land and tools, 2and by them
produced only the things which he
used, economic independence was pos-
sible. But production, or the makinz
of goods, has long ceased to be indi-
vidual. The labor of scores, or evex
thousands, enters into elmost every
article produced. Production {8 mnow
social. or collective. But this co-
operation in production is not for tha
direct use of the things made by the
workers who make them, but for the
profit of the owners of the tools and
means of production; and to this is due
the present division of society into two
classes, A society based upon
this class division carries in itself the
seeds of its own destruction. Such a
society is founded in fundamental in-
justice. There can be no possible
basis for social peace, for individual
freedom, for mental and moral har-
mony, except in the conscious and
complete triumph of the working
class as the only class that has the
right or power to be. The soclalist

program is not a theory imposed upon
society for its acceptance or rejection.
It is but the Interpretation of whet is,
sooner or later, inevitable. . . If
the world i8 to be saved from chaos,
from universal dieorder and misery, it
must be by the urion of the workers of
all nations in the socialist movement.
The soclalist party comes with the
only proposition or program for intelli-
gently and deliberately organizing the
nation for the common good of all 1ts
citizens. Socialism means that
‘all those things upon which the people
in common depend shall by the people
in common be owned and adminis-
tered. It means that the tools of em-
ployment shall belong to their creatora
and users; that all production shall be
for the direct use of the producers;
that the making of goods 1or profli
shall come to an end; that we shall all
be workers together; and that all op-
portunities shall be open and equal to
all men. To the end that the workers
may seize every possible advantags
that may strengthen them to gain com-
plete control of the powers of govern-
ment, and thereby the sooner estab-
lish the co-operative commonwealth,
the Socialist party pledges Itself to,
watch and work in both the economic
and the political struggle for each suc-
cessive lmmediate Interest of the
working class; for shortened days of
labor and increases of wages; for the
insurance of the workers against acc!-
dent, sickness and lack of employment; _
for pensions for aged and exhausted
workers; for the public ownership of
the means of transportation, com-
munication and exchange; for the
graduated taxation of Incomes, inheri-
tances, franchises and land values, the
proceeds 10 be applied to the public
employment and improvement of the
conditions of the workers; for the com-
plete education of children, and their
freedom from the workshop; for the
equal suffrage of men and women; for
the prevention of the use of the mili-
tary against labor in the settlement of
strikes; for the free administration of
justice; for popular government, in-
cludipg initiative, referendum, propor-
tional representation, equal suffrage
and municipal home rule, and the re-
call of officers by their constituents;
and for every gain or advantage for
the workers that may be wrested from
the capitalist system, and that may re-
lieve the suffering and strengthen the
hands of labor. We lay upon every
man elected to any executive or legis-
lative office the first duty of siriving to
procure whatever is for the workers’
most immediate interest, and for what-
ever will lessen the economic and po-
litical powers of the capitalist, and in-
crease the llke powers of the worker.
But. -in 80 doing, we are using thess
remedial measures as means to the one
gr<at end of the co-operative common-
wealth,

The chairman of the committee
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which reported the foregoing plat-
form was George D). Herron, of
New York, the secretary was
Thomas E. Will, of Kansas, and
the other members were (i. H,
Strobell, M. W. Wilkins, Ber, Han-
ford, Eugene V. Debs, Victor L.
Berger, William Mailly and H. T.
Titus. Ascandidate for President
of the United States the conven-
tion on the 5th nominated Eugene
V. Debs, of Indiana, and for Vice
President Benjamin Hanford, of
New York.

HEWBROTEB.

—8ir Henry M. Stanley, the explorer
of Africa, died in Loncon on the 10th
ut the age of 64.

—Maurus Jokai, the Hungarian novel-
1st and journalist, cied at Bucapest on
the 5th at the age of 79.,

—At the election in Bolivia on the 1st
the Liberal candicate, Ccl. Montes, was
elected president of the Republic.

—The total admissions to the St. Louis
exposition from the 2d to the 7th,
both inclusive, were 137,708, of which
65,487 were paid acmissions and 72,221
were free.

—The monthly statement of the Unit-
ed States treasury department (see p.
41) for April shows on hand April 30,
1904:

Gold reserve fund. ... ..
Availubic cash.

Total ... barsanisssissiienasan

L 315000000000
220,919,188 34

On hand at elose of last f~cu
year, June 30, 1903, .......

DECTCASE v iinicnnianna s

—The Chicagb celebration of the 25th
vear of Henry George's “Progress and
Poverty™ announced last week as beirg
under the auspices of the Chicago Wom-
an’s Single Tax League (p. 73) is to ke
under the auspices of the Henry Grorge
association. [t takes place on the 14th
at 8 p. m., at the Northwestern Soclal
settlement. corner of Noble and Augusta
streets, George a Schillirg (& to pre-
sice, and Louis F. Post, Leonora Beck,
Judge E 0. Brown and Raymond Rob-
ins are to speak.

—The monthly treasury report of re-
ceipts and expenditures of the Federal
government (see p. 41) for the ten
monthe encing April 30, 1904, shows the
following:

Heceipts: .
fr

rfer
Mise

ToXfeenss €1
(1\I.' aml mise

™ .“;inm e
Interest

Surplus

PRESS OPINIONR.
——

THE PRESIDENCY.

The Commoner (Dem.), May 6.—The Bel-
montification of the Parker boom was sud-
den and complete.

Emporia (Kan.) Times (Dem.), ‘May 6.—
But if Bryan is dead and buried why does
the plutocratic preas and ail the corrupt
and ecallcused interests of wealth of the
country devote more space and attenton
to him than they do to any living man,

Goodhue County (Minn.) News (Dem.).
May 7.—If the Brooklyn Eagle wiil kindly
refrain from saying aught in pralse of Wil-
ilams, Towne, Shepard, Garvin, Folk, Miles
and some twenty others who mighkt be
named, the Democratic party may be able
at §t, Louis to pick a satisfactory candi-
date. "

The Cemmoner (Dem.), May 6 —The St.
Paul Globe quotes a paragraph from a let-
ter written by Mr. Bryan to the Iroquois
club of Chicago and construes 4t to be an
attack upon Mr, Hearst. The Giobe edl-
torial was not written in good falth. Itlis
owned by one of the money magnates re-
ferred to, and the edltor knows that Mr.
Bryan was referring to the attempt now be-
ing made by representatives of tke great
corporations to coémmit the Democratic
party to a platform slmijar to the New
York platform and toa candidate like Judge
Parker. Nothing wasyrald in the letter that
eould be consirued for or against  Mr,
Hearst. Mr. Bryan hkas observed strict
neutrailty as to tke men who were favora-
ble to the Kansas City platform.

Springfie’d (Mas=s) Republican (ind),
May 6 (weekly ed.).—Tt was tragic, after
the welcome which Mr. Wiliilams gave t2
Hearst’s American in his Fancuil hall
specch, to see how entirely that newspaper
fulled (o gerve to any good ¢ffeet the can-
didacy of its owner and the efforts of Me.
Willlama  In the ¢loquent vision of Mr.
Wiilllams, who held that radicalism had not
bheen given a fair show in the newspapers,
the new orgun was to set forth its cause
with fulress, sympathy and power, As a
matter of fact, the Hearst paper in Boston
entirely falled to do thls, [mportant mani-
festos of the campaign which Mr. Willlams
made were not used, or appeared, after an
appenl had heen made to Mr, Hearst, In a
‘'way that robbed them of ali potengy : while
Hearst metings were minimized In the
Ameriean’s columns by men whos=e Knowl=
edee of Democratic polities was slight, and
whose handling of these things muddened
tke Hearst poople. It 1s not too much (o
say that there was profound disappoint-
ment and diseust with thelr organ in the
Willlums Fendauariers As an o« flective
ageney it had amounted to nathing, and so
ear!y hopes were dashed,

Bolon (Ta.) Econcmy (Indy, Mayv 5 =Wkhen
a politleul party grows =o ol that it [oscs
slght of the principles that brought it into
ife, B8 vory apt ta conesntrate it whole
power upon a fow persons as leaders, In-
stead of regarding (Le rank and (he of the
party ns capable of thinking and acting
from principles, they are reganrdod much as
a fleck or herd of eattle to be e’ subject
o the wiil of a few raders who plan and
munage the compaign in thelrown interest,
Time was when bhoth the Republicim and
Demaocratic parties were moved by prinel-
pies of truth which were rolternted in plate
forms from the national convention down
to the county axsemblage of the peoples
delegates. Hut that time seems to have
#edl by und the rule now with the poli-
ns 18 1o say as iitte as possibie about
neiples and Instead do ag much blowing

¥ wo Thisisaspecios
of fdalatey that we bave no use for und.ra
rond reptibilean form of government. Men
are egsential o curry principlos nte prae-
tice, but they are only to ke fourd by oh-
serving the princlpies that govern thelr
lives cither as private citizens or in public

Hre. Tt Is well to commend a public serv-
ant for doing his duty well, but when a lot
of resoiutions are strung out in praise of a
few men and not o word sald of the prin-
cipies that the party stands for, there is
pretty good evidence that the party is in
Its dotage and no longer fit to serve theen-
tire people.

THE CONSERVATIVE.

(Cedar Raplds, Ia.) Why (s. t.), Febru-
ary.—The good old word “conservative”
is once more being approprlated by the
enemies of organized soclety and prog-
ress. We say once more, because the
Tory party of Great Britain has called
ftself “Conservative for generatlons and
Americans—even those who belong to the
Republican party—should be able to know
wrat that kind of conservatism means.
For centuries It has stood for class privi-
lege as opposed to all movements for
equality before the law. It was the “Con-
servative” party which lmposéd all of the
tyrannies upon the American colonists,
and goaded them to revolt and to strike
for freedom. Essentlally, the “'Conserva-
tive'' party has been the monarchist party
with all of Its superstitions .and hatred of
human rights. And now we are beginning
to hear the word ‘‘conservatives’ used
more Iin American politics than at any
other tlme in our history. We hear it
especlally among that crowad’ of Insurgent
Democrats who refused to support Mr.
Bryan in 18% and 150. “With a safe, con-
servative candidate for the presidency we
can win,” 1s one of thelr favorite phrases
The *“safely'’ has refercnce entirely (o the
robbing privileges of the few and the
earnest desire o conserve American tory-
f#m. Can the people of the United States
be bamboozled by thls tricky misuse of
terms a¢ have the masses of Eurcpe for
centurles?

THE MORMON QUESTION,

{Solon, Ila.) Economy (ind.), March 24—
From the amount of t!me taken up in the
fnvestigatlon of the Smoot case by the
United States senate and the space taken
in the daliv papers. we may infer that this
twin relle of barbarism-—polygamy—is stiil
likely to cut a swath In our national af-
tairs. Ingert the word “polygamy”
immediately after the word siavery in the
first section of Article NI and the busi-
ness of amending is done. But getting rid
of the effects of polygamy would be quite
as difficult as getting rid of the effects of
slavery. Nevertheless, the only way to rid
gur country of the evils of polygamy isto
cut off the thing by the same method tha#
was used upon siavery,

IN CONGRESS.

This_ report s an a the
Record, the otfical report of Cnnﬂuuonlf proceed-
ingv, It includesall matters of general i nterest, and
clioses with l.hs last lasue of the llecord at hand apos
omg u‘p Page references are w the pages of
that publication.

Record Notes.—Spucch uf Repre
tive Covkran on ghip subsid
Specchon Military Aciudlemy appr
Ly Representative Sulger (p, G164).

I"or there is no employment that gives
g0 keen and quick a relish for veace as
husbandry and a country life, which
leave in men all that kind of courage
that makes them ready to fight in de-
fense of their own, while it cestroys the
license that breaks out into acts of vio-
lence and rapacity,—Plutarch (Life of
Numa Pompilius).

W e e e as m ——

e ———— —
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MISCELLANY

HE HAS HIS CHOICE.

For The Public.
Who loves the company of those
born,”
And holds that nothing can the grossness
leaven
Of these, the lowly, may regret his scorn;
Hall find few ''fit associates’ in Heayen.
i

“well

But if he chocses sisewWhere to reside,
When Death shall summon—he may hope
to find
Enough of “fashion™ and of “family pride,”
And alithe "elegance’ he leaves behind.
JOSEPH DANA MILLER.

AN EARLY VIEW OF LAND MONOP-
OLY.

An extract from Willlam Godwin's “Po-
litical Justice,” published in 1793,

The population of any country is
measured by its cultivation. If, there-
fore, sufficient motives can be furnished
to excite men to agriculture, there is no
doubt that population may be carried on
to any extent that the land can be made
to maintain. But agriculture, when once
begun, is never found to stop in its
career, but from positive discounten-
ance. It is territorial monopoly that
obliges men unwillingly to see vast
tracts of land lying waste, or negligent-
ly and imperfectly cultivated, while they
arg subject to the miseries of want. If
land were perpetually open to him who
was willing to cultivate it, it is not to be
believed but that it would be cultivatedin
proportion to the wants of the commu-
nity, nor by the same reason would there
be any effectual check to the increase
of population.

A COLORED HOME ESTABLISHED
BY A COLORED WOMAN.
Far The Pubiic,

The Frarces Joseph Colored Incustrial
Home, isone of the most useful insti-
tutions in the city of New Orleans.
Frances Joseph, an estimable colored
woman, in 1902 purchased an old heme-
stead of 105 acres as a permanent loca-
tion for the Home. Mrs, Joseph trains
the children in cooking, sewing, laundry
work, gardening, truck farming, etc.
The primary branches are taught to
both boys‘and girls, and much attention
is given to teaching habits of personal
cleanliness and good morals. The Home
has an income of $350 per annum from
the city. One hundred and seven chil-
dren have been cared for within the
vear. These children come from tkte
gtreets, the hovels, the very gutters. A
mortgage of $2.000 rests on the Home,
and could this be speedily paid, the use-
fulness of the institution would be
largely increased and its permacence

assured. The leading newspapers of
New Orleans and the Protestant Minis-
ters’ Alliance have indorsed Mrs. Jo-
seph’s urgent appeal for contributions
to pay off this mortgage, to be sent to
Mrs. James M. Ferguson, 852 Camp
street, New Orleans, La., for whose ficel-
ity Miss Kate M, Gordon, corresponding
gsecretary of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, vouches. _
ELIZABETH J. HAUSER.
—_———

SUCCESS IN LIFE.

President John Finley, of the Col-
lege of the City of New York, esti-
mates that the college graduate has
one chance in 40 of “succeeding in
life,” whereas the man who hasn't
been to college has only one chance in
10,000.

It is unfortunate that President Fin-
ley has not made clear what he means
by the phrase “succeeding in life.”
Until that foundation is definitely
fixed, any such figures as he presents
can be nothing more than mere specu-
iation, .

Success in life is relative. To mo
two minds does it mean the same. To
no two conditlons can it be alike ap-
plicable.

The success of the farmer, for in-
stance, who adds to his lands, rears
his family in righteousness and passes
his days in peace and content, far from
the turmoil and triumphs of more
swiftly-moving life, would not seem
to the lawyer, the politician or the city
merchant to be a success at all,

The crossroads storekeeper may be
a success in life in his own estimation
and that of his neighborhood, though
his brother of the city, who thinks in

| chunks of millions, cannot help look-

ing down upon him in scorn.

There ecan be no material standard
of success, for the reason that the out-
look, the aspiration and the attain-
ment of any man are his alone. No
two can occupy the same viewpoint.
No two can regard success from the
same mind and heart.

The school-teacher, who ever gives,
may cut a sorry figure in a biograph-
ical dictionary beside the millionaire
who ever gets. But in the real build-
ing up of the intellect and morality
and happiness of the*world it is she
who is the giant and he the pigmy.

The poor underpaid preacher whose
congregation s small because he
preaches religion undefiled may in the
common estimate be a failure. But
who can’ foretell the harvest to come
from the pregnant seed thus sown in
good ground? Another generation may
see a mighty church arise, that some

rich man puts a gorgeous window in
and calls his monument.

Which is the more successful life—
the one that builds a great window or
the one that stimulates the spirit
which makes a church?

Possibly nine-tenths of us have no
other serious purpose in life than to
get the best’ living we camn. We are
absorbed in our own little affairs—
our wants and enjoyments, aliments
and ease, jealousies and envies and
hatreds and loves. ~The greater the
degree to which we satisty our wants
and trlumph over our enemies, the
greater our success—we think.

But to gratify our wants is only 1o
create new ones. Human longing is
like a sea—the more we pour info it
the more it spreads. The millionaire
longs for more as eagerly as does the.
poor man. Content does not lie in the
direction of acquisition or Indulgence.

Success in life consists in fitting
oneself to one’s environment, and one
thing more—elevating the environ-
ment.

Whether college education helps or
hinders depends upon the man and the
environment. Higher education wouid
not help a digger of ditches or a mere
grubber after money. But it is indis-
pensable to men whose interests and
pursuits extend beyond themselves.

If education were what it ought to,
be—chargcter development—it would
make every man more successful In
life. But, unfortunately, it is not al-
ways that—Editorial in Nashville
(Tenn.) Daily News of March 17, 1904.

A WORD FOR “JOHN.”

Many years ago, at Ballarat, [
found myself amld great mounds of
“tailings” in the outskirts of that
golden city. »Tailings" are thr
worked-out refuse of the mines and
abandoned as worthless, out of which,
nevertheless, the thrifty and laborious
Chinese, by extracting gold in most
minute quantities, managed to make a
not unsubstantial livelihood. Playing
around a shanty close by were some
six ltile boys and girls of various
ages, clean and neatly dressed, who
struck me with their rosy cheelis, jet
bLlack hair and slant eyes that gave a
peculiar piquancy to their pretty,
chubby countenances. Presently a
portly woman, who turned out to b2
a daughter of Erin, came to the door.
I asked her if she was the mother of
those nice-looking children. She toid
me she was; and, when [ proceedel
further to praise their eyes, said: “I
married a ‘John,” their father is a Chi-
naman,” volunteering, in addition, that
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she was very happy, and that he made
a most excellent husband and father.
““He never gets drunk, is always at
work, and brings me home all his
earnings, so that the children are well-
. clad and cared for, as you can see,
whereas, if 1 had married a white, he
quite likely would have spent his
wages in drink, and knocked about and
starved me and the children.” 1 re-
plied that she appeared to have made
a wise choice and wished her and her
little ones every happiness.
Subsequently, all along the coast of
Queensland, at every port we touched,
the tale was that tne Chinese were gei-
ting the whole trade of the place into
their hands, and that owing to their

thriTt, sobriety and assiduity. At
. Singapore and Hongkong the same
story was repeated. In the rice-

swampe by the great rivers the coolies
were diligently toiling under burning
skies. Going down Into the saloon of
the steamer that carried me to Can-
ton or Macao, [ forget which, I found
it filled with Chinamen of evidently a
very high caste, attired in sky-blua
tunics and taking short whiffs from
their opium-pipes. Tall and slight of
figure, with smooth, hairless faces,
save for their long mustaches, there
was such an alr of Confucian serenity
and intellectuality about them that 1
felt somewhat uncomfortable in their
presence, and did not regein my self-
composure till I had rejolned my more
commonplace compatriots on deck. In
Japan, as in China, in all the mercan-
tile houses, whether native or Euro-
pean, the compradores, the men who
cash your circular wmotes, and figure
out the exchanges, were Chinamen to
a man, The universal testimony was
that the Chinaman was a born mer-
chant, ready to stake the largest sums
to procure the smallest returns, hard
in driving a bargain, but inflexible In
carrying it out, whether it resulted for
or against him.

It was impossible to withhold moral
approbation of, if one could not accor:
intellectual assent to, their proud con-
fidence In the superiority of their own
clvilizatlon, the most ancient in exist-
ence and that by centuries anticlpated
the west in many of the highest in-
ventions; and not to recognize theat
when at length the conservatism of
China awakes from its sleep of ages,
it 1s almost impossible to set limits
to the role that she will play in the
development of the world.

When I landed at San Francisco the
air was full of the “yellow peril,” th»
dirtiness and the vices of the Chinese;
but at the same time everyone admit-

ted that the best washermen, the best
gardeners, the best servapts, were all
Chinamen, and that, but for them,
many of the railways, if made at alil,
would have had indefinitely to be post-
poned. It is easy enough and common
enough to adopt the vices of the Chli-
nese, It {s more difficult, and rarer, to
imitate their wvirtues. The outcry is
against their vices, the real objection
to them is to their virtues.—The Lon-
don New Age for March 17, 1904,

THE PUNISHMENT OF THE CAT.

“I regret it extremely,” said Aunt
Isobel, and she might well regret it, for
she was in part responsible; she was
the actual owner of the cat Isolde, who
had done this terrible thing.

“And it is not the first time,” said
Aunt Herminia, severely. It is impos-
sible to speak of these two good ladies
without the auntly prefix; they had been
congenital aunts; they were now both
unmarried and both over 50, and auntli-
ness was thelr portion forever. They
lived together and had written treatles
and agreements reguiating their respec-
tive positions in the house, and the small
things of life were of very serious im-
portance to them.,

“It is not the first time,” Aunt Her-
minia repeated. “I find on referring to
my diary that no further back than No-
vember 16 last yvear I also found the cat
asleep on my bed in the afternoon. This
kind of thing cannot possibly go on.
I say nothing about the extreme laziness
of sleeping in the day, whether the
sleeper be a cat or any other animal.”

Aunt Isobel looked slightly confused.
She had herself once or twice been guilty
of closing her eyes for a few minutes
after luncheon and the more energetic
Herminia had caught her at it.

“I am prepared,” said Aunt Herminia,
“to take it on the very lowest grounds
and will merely say that if the cat wished
to sleep there is a place provided for it.
It is not as if it had no proper basket.”

“No, indeed,” said Aunt Isobel, weak-
1y.

“Very well, then. You know the
agreement between us. Either the cat
will be punished with your consent or
you will get rid of her.”

‘“Yes, of courbe, she'must be punished.
I'l go down now and give her a good
acolding.”

“That will not do.” =aid Aunt Her-
minia, sternly. “I am by no means cer-
tain that she has the delicate sensibili-
ties that would make a scolding a pun-
ishment.”

“l always think,” said Aunt Isobel,
“that she understands and feels every

word I say, and you couldn't strike her
or keep her without food.”
“I should consider it quite unwomanly

" to strike anything in any case. Itmight

be a kindness to her to keep her with-
out food for a day, but with servants as
criminally indulgent toward cats as
ours are and with so many young birds
in the garden it would be impogsible
without an irksome surveillance.”

“Then you think a good scolding
would do?” saild Aunt Ieobel. *You
might even talk to her yourself.” It
was with agony that she wrenched out
this concession. X

*“I think nothing of the kind. My mind
is made up. The best way to répel undue
familiarity is by a calculated snub. The
cat has taken the liberty of sleeping
on my bed, the very bed where I am ex-
pected to sleep to-might. Very well,
then, for the whole of to-morrow that
cat will be sent to Coventry. You un-
derstand? To Coventry. Neither of us
will speak Lo it, stroke it, permit it to
jump or take any notice of it whatever.
It will not be allowed to enter the din-
Ing-room or the drawing-room. Then,
perhaps, it may learn its place.”

“But think of her feelings!” cried
Aunt Isobel.

“That,” said Aunt Herminia, sardon-
icaily, “is precisely what I am thinking
about. And either you will join me loy-
ally and exactly in this line of treat-
ment or our agreement will be put in
force and Isolde will go.”

Aunt Isobel gave way at once and
promised the most faithful collabora-
tion. But in her diary that night she
wrote: “Herminia is not cruel, of
course, but I fear that she errs, if at all,
on the side of severity.,” Only blind
agony could have driven her to such
abuse.

A gloom hung over the house next day.
Both the sisters were doing their duty
and keeping their word, and hated it.

Aunt Isobel was set firm; the chill of
Herminia's ultimatum had done it. She
passed her beloved Isolde in the garden
and spoke no word and made no sign.
Only her torn heart cried “Isolde!” and
the cat could not hear it. Besides, tha
cat was pretty busy at the time on the
chance of & mole coming out and quite
ready to pounce. Aunt Isobel was
wretched that evening; she had grown
so accustomed to bestowing certain at-
tentions on Isolde and it was impossible
for her to believe that the cat did not
miss them. *I only hope,” she said at
last, “that the servants have remem-
bered to give Isolde her supper.”

“Personally,” said Aunt Herminia, “I
can only hope, in the interests of the
beast and knowing what indigestion is
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myself, that they have not given her
three suppers. People with pets are
far too prone to forget that the pleas-
ure of giving may be as nothing to the
pain of having accepted.”

Aunt Isobel could not sleep. She saw
before her eyes pictures of an Isolde
thinking that nobody loved her and all
was over. A clock struck 12, Aunt
Isobel crept out of her bed into a dress-
ing gown. The day of Coventry was
over. She had a legal right to go and
comfort her cat and explain things,

She had also a fear of black beetles—
though in that Immaculate house there
were no black beetles. Her slippered
feet reached the kitchen—so strong is
love—and the cat's basket. She
scratched the animal tenderly behind
the right ear and said: ‘“‘Poor Isolde!
It was all for your good.”

The cat, which had been asleep,
‘hunched its back, swore, turned round
twice and went to sleep agaln.

“It must have felt it?” said Aunt Iso-
bel, convipced.

Now, the cat, Isolde, kept a diary. Do
not ask me how or where or why, but
simply take my word for it. And the
-entry on thé day she was sent to Cov-
entry consisted of two words only, but
they were not “In Coventry;" they were:
“Whole holiday.”—Barry Pain, in Chi-
-cago Chronicle.

BAKER, THE IRREPRESSIBLE.

From the New York Evening Post of
May 4.

Of the half hundred new Congress-
men who took the oath of office last No-
vember there was but one at the close
of thelong session whom_ every frequent-
er of the national capitol could point out
and call by name. New York city, which
hassent to Washington some of the most
consistent absentees and most nearly
volceless statesmen in the entire House
of Representatives, supplied an effective
contrast when it elected Robert Baker.

The longest biographical sketeh in the

Congressional Directory is his; noother

member of equally short service has to
his credit so many printed speeches, de-
livered or undelivered, in the Record;
and no one, certainly, las got himself
talked about so much in a body ordinar-
ily disposed to ignore entirely the ef-
farts of a new member.

In six months he has contrived to do
enough curious and unexpected things
to furnish a ten-year programme 6: in-
cidents to the ordinary public man.

The humdrum, work-a-day Congress-
man resembles in some particulars the
frog of the physiological text-books
whose cerebrum has been carefully re-

moved—the spectater can predict with
absolute certainty his actions at any
given time, the votes which he casts with
his party, and the remarks which he puis
forth when the floor is yielded to him in
due form. Baker is one of the very few
indeterminable factors.

The phenomenon which has attracted
the notice of the galleries to him is the
instantaneous transformation of a
slender, spectacled member of quiet
mien and amiable countenance into an
avenging fury, palpitating with emo-
tion. . :

One moment he is in his seat listening
as placidly as any of his colleagues to
some speaker on the other side of the
aisle; the next, he 1s on his feet, hiseyes
snapping, his blond hair bristling, his
long minatory forefinger upraised and
shaking with righteous wrath,’

Debaters more exper'ieuced than he
listen tolerantly to the theories of their
opponents. If they interrupt, it is be-
cause they see some point that can be
deftly turned. To Baker an economic
heresy Is what the Moslem crescent was
to a crusader. He is ready to give battle
on the instant. A slurring allusion to
his political faith arouses him as would
an attack on his personal honor. Your
correspondent had occasion not long ago
to comment on the patient and modest
way in which Tim Sullivan the great
had taken his place at the foot of the
political line at Washington. Thatisa
thing which Baker cannot bring himself
to do. He would covet above all things
the chance to join in mortal combat with
the most astute and powerful speakers
of the whole Republican party.

On one day when the heavy artillery
of both sides had beéen brought into ac-
tion and the House was listening to one
of the great debates of the year, there
occurred 2 momentary hush. Robert
Baker could not resist the impulse to fill
it. “You fellows are afraid,” he shout-
ed. A supremely great orator with a
voice of thunder and a majesticand com-
manding presence might have done it
and been taken seriously. Anyone
might have shouted it half jocosely to
get a good-natured laugh on both sides,
Baker shouted it in dad earnest, and
the House laughed, because that was not
its accustomed way of uttering a de-
fiance.

“I don’t think anyone disputes,” a Re-
publican speaker was saying, “that the
protective tariff brings about high
wages.” “I do,” interposed Baker.

In the same way he was eager to get in
a word in reply to Mr. Littlefield's tariff
argument on the closing day of the ses-
sion. As a last resort he used the ter-
rible weapon which the rules put in the

hands of even the humblest member—
objection to unanimous consent. In re-
taliation for what he considered a
slight, he would not allow the gentleman
from Maine to have the additlonal 15
minutes which he wanted. It would
have been a more impressive rebuke,
but for the triumphant -crescendo,
“There!” with which Baker plumped
into his seat. Littlefield sat down in a
puzzled way as if he did not know what
to do next, and the House buzzed with
excitement. By and by Champ Clark
strolled in a leisurely way down the aisle
and talked it over with Baker. Then he
repeated himself the request for unani-
mous consent to continue debate, and, In
the words of the official reporter, “there
was no objection.”

This is ou]y‘ one aspect of the Brook-
lyn single-taxer, and unfortunately it is
one that has invited snap judgment,
“That young man is fresh,” was the
complete and final estimate of a Repub-
lican Representative, portly, pompous,
exaggerated in his dignlty, as far as pos-
sible removed from the man he was
criticlsing.

In the same intolerant way, a knot of
Republican leaders rode roughshod over
him when they expunged from the Rec-
ord, good, bad, and indifferent, the
whole of his postal speech, of which a
part was an attack made on a fellow
member through ignorance of usage and
excess of zeal.

Excees of zeal, after all, is at the bot-
tom of all the troubles he has had in
Washington. Representing in the Rad-
ical Democracy of Brooklyn one of the
most aggressive and individually mili-
tant constituencies in the country, and
himself a fighter by training and by in-
clination, the enforced idleness of the
new member, always a heartbreaking
ordeal, was doubly galling to him. Ot
course he failed to accomplish what he
wanted. Yet in the limited time for

‘which he managed to secure the floor

he contrived to make some very credit-
able speeches, He thoroughly stirred
up Ohio’s Republican delegation with a
pointed arraignment of Boss Cox's
school of politics. He spoke pointedly
and well against the overpayment of the
railroads for carrying mail; and later
in a carefully-prepared and temperate
speech outlined the theories of his sin-
gle-tax brethren as they related to taxa-
tion in the District of Columbia. If
nothing else, he deserves thanks for hav-
ing called attention tothe Congressional
free-pass evil, in a way that started
people talking and wondering how it
could be abated.

“You are not the only man in Con-
gress who sends back passes,” remarked
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a friend to him one day. “There are a
good many whoare just as conscientious
as yourself. They send them back, but
they do it privately, quietly, without
making & public furore, There is Mc-
Call, of Massachusetts, for one.”

“I know it,” said Baker, “but If Mr.
McCall held the railroads responsible
as [ do for the evils of our political life,
1 think he would do what I have done.”

Beating about the bush is an occupa-
tion unknown to the young radical's
working hours. The New York Board
of Trade and Transportationtelegraphed
him to use his influence for the bill pro-
viding a commission to investigate the
merchant marine, He replied Tn two
minutes as curtly as possible: *“Shall
oppose ship-subsidy schemes as [ shall
all speclal privilege iegislation.”

In the Congressional pharmacopoela
some men may be likened to tonics,
some to stimulants, some to healing lo-
tions, somé to powerful opiates. Baker
is a mustard plaster, which makes the

" patient uncomfortable and starts the
circulation, though it occasionally slips
and blisters the wrong spot.

TAFT A BIASED JUDGE.
Prof. Willlam Jamcs, in the Boston
Transcript, as republished in the New York
Evening Post.

. May a humble citizen add his word to
the discussion between the Secretary of
War and those who are asking the com-
‘ing Presidential conventions to put
plankspromising eventual independence
to the Filipinos into their platforms?
Secretary Taft thinks that any such
promise will unsettle the Filipino mind,
now in a fair way of being “‘educated”
politically. It will start all the native
politiclans to intrigulng for position in
anticipation of the promised day, and it
that day be less than a hundred years
off, Mr. Taft thinks it will find the na-
tives still untrained, still unfit, and
prove to be more of a calamity than a
blessing to them.

Now, I yleld to no one in esteem for
Secretary Taft, whom 1 believe to be one
of the finest characters now in public
life anywhere. The candor of his
speeches on this question wins my espe-
cial admiration. Unlike the simple,
brazen official utterances to which we
have grown accustomed in Filipino af-
fairs, what he says is really Instructive.
Assuming that we are something more
than partisan rooters, to whom he must
supply phrases, he seeks to persuade our
intellects by the very reasoms which
persuade his own, and he conc®als no
facts. It would greatly raise the tone
of political discugsion everywhere if his
exemple could be foliowed,

On all these accounts, and because he
has been there, and knows the places
where the shoe pinches, Mr. Taft's
prestige is naturally enormous. His
knowledge is concrete and solid, men
say, while that of the bishops and col-
lege presidents who have signed the peti-
tion for independence is vague and
remote. It would be no wonder if at the
conventions his advice should carry the
day against all the voices that urge an in-
dependence plank. “In the very nature
of things,” the delegates will think, “his
opinion must be wiser thah that of all
these people at this distance.”

I wish now to glve some reasons why
the opinion of a man who has played
Gov. Taft's position in the islands does
not deserve to carry this preeminent au-
thority, and why the remoter view of
long-range judges may well on the whole
be wiser., I believe that his close per-
sonal relations to the struggle, so far
from strengthening the prestige of any
general views of policy which he may
utter, ought, on the contrary, to be al-
lowed for and discounted. It seems to
me emphatically a case for applying the
“personal equation.”

Secretary Taft is himself the creator
of the present regime in the Philippines.
He was sent there to repair the work of
mere destruction which President Me-
Kinley's administration had with sucha
light heart originally blundered into,
and to turn, if possible, a purely military
conquest into a genuine assimilation.
He accepted the miesion in good faith,
and organized a government, of which
the sole animating prineiple is the per-
manent welfare of the natives—as we
are able to conceive that welfare. He
started this work tinder incredible diffi-
culties, in the midst of war, with Amer-
fcan army opinion dead against him,
with all the riff-raff of American ex-
ploiters and editors In Manila down
upon him, with native support inefficient
and suspicious when not actively treach-
erous, and with no help save that of his
few officlal coadjutors and of his con-
sclence. The hard beginnings of the
task are over, and the infant adminis-
tration toddles on two legs successfully.
Evolution on the lines attempted seems
possible; one by one the later features
of the programme may be realized.

Is it humanly conceivable that the
creator of such an unfinished state of
things should willingly suffer its evolu-
tion to be interrupted? It is the child of
his loins and he must insist upon its
growing to maturity. The good of the
islands, as he is able to imagine it, is
identified with that programme ex-
clugively. Other good, as other people

may imagine it, is not that good, is but
’

that good's destruction. Secretary Taft
is in the very nature of the case bound,
even though there were a flagrantly bet-
ter possible alternative, to remain a
passionate advocate of the system of
which he is himself the author. He is
morally unable to be an Impartial wit-
ness,

As regards the system’s prosperous
evolution, his hopefulness ought also to
be taken with a large discount by the
American delegate and voter. The gov-
ernor general of an Oriental dependency
cannot possibly see into the full rotten-
ness. The information he goes by Is cer-
tain tobe accommodated and predigested
for his reception. Hardly a native meets
him sincerely; and his official family,
laboring under identical drawbacks,
cannot restore the bulance to his sense
of reality.

Mr. Taft, in short, is too close to the
Philippine job to estimate its general
historical bearings. Theese general
bearings are, it seems to me, probably
more justly apprehended by such edu-
cated men at home as those who have
signed the petition to the conventlons.

To myself, as one of the signers, the
great historical objection to Secretary,
Taft’s scheme is that it is so desperate-
ly Utopian. “The Philippines for the
Filipinos™ i{s an admirable watchword,
but that it actually should be a watch-
word reveals thewhole priggichness and
spuriousness of the situation. Coun-
tries that really are for their Inhabitants
have no such watchwords; the fact that
they are for them is obvious. The watch-
word In this case is to remind us con-
querors of our duty. We are to “‘give"
the Filipino true liberty instead of the
false liberty he aspires to; we are to re-
veal his better self to him, to be his
savior against his own weaklzess.

The officials entrusted with the car-
rying out of such a policy ought to be the
offspring of a marriage between angels
and steam engines. They ought, at
least, to be an apostolic succession of
missionaries. Secretary Taft himéell
and a few of his colleagues have the best
missionary spirit. But the frankness
with which he admits his moral isolation
is pathetic. If the natives are ever to
do the American character justice, he
thinks, the Americans who go to the
Philippines must, first of all, change
their character and manners. Even the
teachers, if reports can be trusted, have
become rowdies, and scores of them de-
serve to be deported.

Mr. Taft says: “Give us a hundred
years and we may outgrow these diffi-
culties. Let the question of indepen-
dence then be broached, if need be, but
not soconer.” But isthisanything but the
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enthusiasm of an initiator over his own
work, and does not all history speak
loudly against it? Is it likely that a suc-
cession of Tafts can be provided? And
if we turn from official life to private
life, can the leopard change his spots,
or the Anglo-Saxon his unsociability?
And can Amerlcans of the sort that go
to try thelr fortunes in the tropics ever
be expected to succeed in the role of
sympathetic friends and helpful elder
brothers?

The trouble is that every step in the
success of the Taft programme will
breed new kinds of trouble. Suppose the
Filipinos take all the education we give
them—that will only make them the
wmore frantic for independence—it is the
“educated” natives of India who are the
really troublesome enemies of British
rule there, and if independence is out
of reach there will be endless agitation
for Statehood, as even now in Porto
Rico it is beginning.

It is impossible seriously to believe
that 100 years or 200 years will be differ-
ent from 20. They will still show a ter-
rier-and-rat relation. History shows
that no force endures like hatred of the
allen ruler. The Filipinos had it when
we arrived there, and they have national
ideals which no yellow race except the
Japanese has ever poscessed. We have
immensely deepened this side of their
nature, enriching their history with im-
perishable legends and traditions and
with a procession of heroes and martyrs.
Two hundred years will alter this no
more than 20.

Secretary Taft is too good a liberal to
eay the word ‘‘never” when Inde-
pendence is suggested. He simply says:
“For God's sake, don't mention such
a lhi:‘:g Just now. Let things drift along
as they are indefinitely.” Does he for-
get that it was through the McKinley
policy of drift that we lost our hold on
the original situation? Benevolent
drifting can hardly be much more gatis-
factory than crafty drifting. People's
minds are settled, not unsettied by a cer-
tainty, and when Secretary Taft affirms
the contrary I can only suspect his in-
terest in his own schemes of government

_tobe growing a little convulsive,

The real obstacle to a promise of in-
dependence by our Congress is the old
human aversion to abdicating any pow-
er once held. When love of power and
the desire to do good run in double
harness the team is indeed a difficult one
to stop. Cant and sophistry then cele-
brate their golden wedding. It is then
that we have to kill thousands in order
to avert the killing of tens or hundreds
by one another. 1t is then that the boss-
ruléd Yankee finds the sacred duty laid

-taneous.

upon him of preserving alien races from
being exploited by their own politicians.

If after 20 years or s0 we let the Fili-
pinos part in peace, it is likely that some
American commandments will be
broken. But the situation will have this
much of good about it, that it will then
have become endogenous and spon-
It will express native ideals,
and natives will be able to understand it.
Continuity is essential to healthy
growth. Let the Filipino leaders try
their own system—no people learns to
live except by trying. We can easily
protect them agalnst foreign interfer-
ence; and if they fail to be good exactly
according to our notions,is not the world
full even now of other pecple of whom
the same can be sald, and for whose bad
conduct towards one another we agree
that it would be folly to make ourselves
responsible?

Any national life, howevet turbulent,
should be respected which exhibits fer-
ments of progress, human individual-
itles, even small ones, struggling in the
direction of enlightenment. We know
to our cost how strong these forces have
been in the islands. Let them work qut
their own issues. We Americans surely

i

do not monopolize all the possible forms.

of guodness,

It Is for such reasoms as these that,
with all respect for Secretary Taft, I am
not in the least degree converted by his
pronouncements against promising the

Filipinos independence.
———

I repeat so that all men may hear,
that I am a free trader, and proudly
take my stand with Sir Robert Peel,
Richard Cobden, John Bright and Henry
George. I may be an humble member
of that [1lustrious company, but it is bet-
ter to be a doorkeeper in the house of
honest free traders than to dwell in the
tents of wicked protectionists. —Hon
Champ Clark.

He who consents to special privilege,
is loglically estopped from criticism of
any proposed plan for amelioration to
the unprivileged.

"EDWARD. HOWELL PUTNAM.

Curse me, O ILord, with want and ],
But make my spirit strong, and still;
Give me, whate'er Thy hand denies,

A soul no swine-trough satisfies,

—A, 8t, Jehn Adcock.

BOOKS

LANDMARKS OF SOCIAL PROGRESS.

Ably assisted by W, D. P. Bliss, editor
of “The Encyclopedia of Reforms,” Dr.
Josiah Strong has edited a new year-
book (Social Progress. New York: The

Baker & Taylor Co., Union Square,
North), the first number of which, that
for 1904 ($1 net), has just appeared.
This American annual undertakes to
furnish statistics and other information
relative to the economic, industrial, so-
cial and religious activities of theworld;
and on the whole it appears by the
initial number to have made more than
a fair beginning.

Defects in the first number of such a
publication are Iinevitable. It is not
altogether surprising, therefore, to find
such omissions as Shearman’s “Natural
Taxatlon” from a bibliography of the
“land question and the single tax,” in
which Seligman’s tax essays appear, nor
such another as George's “Protection or
Free Trade” from the bibliography of
“tariff and taxation,” in which Selig-
man'e essays again appear. These
omlisslons are somewhat conspicuous,
inasmuch as Shearman’s book Is widely
known and contains the antidote to
Seligman’s essays, and George's is the
best known as well as the moet radical
discussion of the tariff question. How-
ever, euch omiselons are doubtless due
to oversight and can easily be remedied
in future numbers of the Annual.

One other defect of the book is {llus-
trated by the reference at page 128 to
the popular defeat of local option im
taxation at the Colorado election a year
and a half ago. That defeat, due to a
multiplicity of causes, i8 accounted for,
as matter of opinion, by ene cause. The
fact that this was probably one of the
minor causes is less important than the
expression of a mere opinion as explan-
atory of facts in & work that ought to be
absolutely colorless, and must be so if
it is to acquire the kind of reputation
without which no such periodical can
command unquestioned confidence.

But after all is said that can be said
about its shortcomings, Dr. Strong's
“Social Progress” amnual remains a
book for ready reference which men
interested in the public activities of the
time can {1l afford to be without. There
are few if any subjects of vital publie
interest regarding which the book does
not furnish at least a pointer for in-
vestigation, and on many it supplies all
the information the ordinary -citizen
needs. Its scope has been thoughtfully
outlined and the work has evidently
been done with skill and patient care.
The contributions on the progress of so-
cialism are by H. Gaylord Wilshire and
A. M. Simons, and that on the progress
of the single tax is by Henry George, Jr.

PAMPHLETS.

The Federal Single Tax Councl] of Aus-
tralia, which may be reached@ by addressing

Mr. John 2. White Writes for * ‘Wlly.

Mr. White will have an interesting letter in
April “Why" and each month thereafter, until
further nofice. describing his lecture tours and
the work of the Henry George Lecture A!sm‘:ll-
tion. You rhould not miss any of these issues.
Send twenty-five cents in stamps or coin to
FRANK VIERTH, Editor *Whv, "Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. This pays for yearly subscription.
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