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He must be either ignorant of
history or blind to its tremendous
parallels, who fails to &ee in the
Russian conference of Zemstvos
delegates, now in session at 8t
I’etersburg, a repetition in Russia
of the revolution of 1789 in France.
The French States General and
the Russian Zemstvos Delegates
are ominously alike, and even the
double of the weak and vacillating
Louis XV is in evidence. Appar-
ently, Russia’s war with Japan

- has precipitated the Russian rev-
olution.

A professional pickpocket is re-
ported to have gravely applied to
an official of the National Horsc
Show Association for a monopoly
franchise to pick pockets at the
approaching show at New York.
The official indignantly refused to
consider the subject, though the
pickpocket offered a large per-
centage of his gross receipts by
way of compensation. Now, why
was that horse show official indig
nant? Is he any better than a
city council? And do not city
councils grant just such pocket-
picking franchises — sometimes
without compensation unless to
their members personally—to
street car corporations to pick the
pockets of passengers?

A movement in favor of W. L.
Douglas, governor-elect of Massa-
chusetts, for the next Democratic
candidate for the Presidency, is
reported to have been started in
the East. The suggestion is a
good one. Douglas has made a
radical fight, and against great
odds has won. But thisis not the
time for choosing candidates. The

work immediately before the Dem-
ocratic party consists in making
it democratic. Let all attention
be concentrated on that work dur-
ing the next three years, and a
friendly rivalry among democratic
Democrats for the Presidential
nomination, will then strengthen
the work that has gone before.
The naming of names while that
more important work is undone
will justly raise suspicions. The
next candidate of the Democratic
party must be a man who demon-
strates in some manner that he
may be depended upon to put
progressive democracy first and
himself second.

The “safe and sane” organs of
plutocratic Democracy are begin-
ning another campaign of villifica-

| tion and perfidy to hold the Dem-

ocratic party.in the service of
American plutocracy. No one need
fear these dying convulsions. The
fate of phitocratic Democracy
was decided at the election this
month. In that overwhelming
plurality for Roosevelt the con-
demnation of an assistant Repub-
lican party was written. The
Democratic party must be demo-
cratic henceforth or pass off the
stage.

A single suggestion is worth of-
fering in this connection. There is
a vast difference between pluto-
cratic Democrats who are gold
standard men, and gold standard
men who are democratic Demo-
crats. With the aid-of the latter.
it i3 to be hoped that a militant
Democracy, democratic in spirit
and purpose, will be lined up
against the plutocrats of all par-
ties, But with the former, all
party association is and must be
at anend in the Democratic party.

An interesting Thanksgiving
gift is that brand new city char-
ter which certain financial inter-

ests duped the people into giving
the city of Chicago at the recent
election. When votes were want-
ed for the proposed amendment
to the constitution the people
were assured that the amend.
ment would give the city a matur-
ity charter in place of the infan-
tile one which it had been wearing
since childhood. But now it ap-
pears that the amendment makes
possible nothing of the kind. In-
stead of getting a charter, Chi-
cago is to be placed under the gov-
ernment of the State legislature.
As New York bas been governed
from Albany, so Chicago is to be
governed from Springtield. The
constitution has been altered by
this much-belauded gold-brick of
an amendment, 8o as to enable the
legislature to indulge in all the
special legislation regarding Chi-
cago that it wants to.

The only check is the referen-
dum. XNo special act can be im-
posed by the legislature upon Chi-
cago without the consent of the
voters of the city. But thatis
broken reed to lean upon. For
when an act is once passed by the
kegislature and adopted by the
voters of Chicago, the probability
is that the legislature can amend
that act at will without a refer-
endum.

Mer who voted like sheep for
this amendment ought to have
been put on their guard by the
support it received from the cor-
porations. Chicago corporations
have no more public spirit than
an ox has speed; and when they
made their grand rush to put the
charter amendment through, that
in itselt should have warned
every voter.

Lawson's exposure of “Fierce
Finance” in Everybody's for De-
cember goes a long way to redeem
the promises he made in his in-
troductory article last summer.
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The time has passed when the peo-
ple whom Lawson is exposing
can evade his charges by silence or
innuendo. His accusations are
made circumstantially, — with
names and dates, and in a man
ner which carries conviction of
their probable truthfulness. If
they are not true, they can be eas-
ily refuted.

More important, however, than
his exposure of individual turpi
tude, are Lawson’s pictures of
modern business ethics as they
work themselves out in practice.
They ave the ethics of hell. The
lesson to be learned from his ex-
posures in this respect is that the
grafters and boodlers whom good
¢itizenship clubs usually pursue.
are as sneak thieves to piratesin
comparison with the captains of
finance whom business men re-
gpect, society adores, colleges
cringe to, churches idolize, and
zoodcitizenship clubs defer to. We
have exemplifications of this mor-
al rottenness everywhere. Who-
ever knows much about buriness
environments and operations,
knows that Lawson is telling the
truth. Take Chicago or New York,
for instance, and you find the re-
gpectable graft system at work
in the most disheartening fashion.
Roodlers may be thrown down,
but “financial interests” thrive on
boodle principles. The great
grafters make the systen, and the
system becomes to young men of
abilities, who would rather be
honest than not if they dared—
voung business men and lawyers
and preachers and politicians—as
a harrow to a toad. The toad
must move along with the harrow,
if he can. or be torn by itg teeth.
And =0 the best budding abilities
of the time are drawn info the
service of this boodling system of
“business.”

THE SINGLE TAX MOVEMENT—ITS
ORIGIN AND PROGRESS.

In its early days the single
tax movement was spectacular.
Centering about the first candi
dacy of Henry George for Mayor
of New York, it threatened the
supremacy of Tammany Hall, de-
veloped a heated controversy in
the Roman Catholie church over
the ease of Father MeGlynn, and
stirred the stagnant pools of con-

ventional politics and self-satis-
fied piety to their depths,

seldom has there been a more
exciting local campaign in Ameri-
can polities than this unique cam-
paign of 1886 in New York, which,
in giving birth to the single tax
movement, almost pat George
into the mayor's chair, and did
eject McGlynn forever from his
chaneel and for a long time from
his chureh. Great masses of ad-
herents of a new third party only
locally organized, marched and
shouted and voted for “George!
George! Henry-George!” With
this refrain the streets of New
York rang again and again. For
many months, moreover, both be-
fore and after the election, the
larger auditoriums of the city
wore overcrowded — sometimes
three of the largest at once—with
enthusiastic listeners 10 Henry
George's doctrines, then with-
out a distinctive name but now
everywhere known as “the single
tax.” '

The political elements of ex
citement were contributed chiefly
by Henry George himself. They
were strongly reinforced by re
ligious emotions excited by
Gieorge’s doctrines and intensified
by the expulsion of MeGlynn from
Kt. Stephen’s (one of the most pop-
ulous Roman Catholic parishes in
the world) for supporting the agi-
tation. Both MeGlynn and George,
by their personal magnetism amd
thrilling oratory, stimulated the
enthusiasm , of theiv followers,
while the opposition were stirved
to resistance by appeals from
their leaders to rise up and “save
society.”

With the passing of this initial
stage of the single tax movement.
afterwards deseribed by one of it
most loyal supporters axitshowl-
ing dervish stage of emotional in-
ganitv.” the movement itself has
seemed to many to have receded.
Even among itsdevoted adherents
are those who still sigh for a re-
turn to that period of ebullient
enthusiasm and phenomenal or-
ganization, as to a time when the
single tax movement was at its
best,

Yet ifg greatest strength was
not then, it is now. Fewand weak
ag are its organizations to-day,
and subdued ag is the enthusiasm
of its present promoters over
their less spectacular tasks, the
magnitude and influence of the

single tax movement are vastly
greater now than ever before. ’
1.

In one sense, this movement is
not modern. The single tax ques-
tion is at bottom the land ques-
tion, and the land question is as
old as the Gracchi.  Even in our
own new country it dates as far
bhack as to the middle of the last
century, when Duganne sang:

And the soil is teeming o'er all the carth,
And the earth has numberiess lands;
Yet millions of hands want acres
Whi.e milllons of acres want hands,
Who hath ordained that a parchment seroll
Shail fince round miles of lands,
When millions of hands want acres,
And millions of acres want hunds?

In no such connection, how-
ever, is the single tax movement
usually thonght of. It is regarded
as having originated with Henry
George, who was born in 1839 and
died in 1897.

Nor is this idea much amiss, For
George, though he did not discov-
er the land gquestion nor invent
the single tax, did propose the sin-
gle tax as the just and expedient
method of solving the land ques
tion in harmony with the normal
tendencies of civilization. It was
he, also, who originated and led
the politieal apitation for the
gradual abolition of taxes on
everything but land values, as the
hest way of socializing land val-
uwes  and  individualizing labor
values.

In that view of the matter the
single tax movement derived its
original impulse from George's
pamphlet, “Our Land and Land
Policy,” published in California in
1871,

Between that time and 1870,
when his “Progress and Poverty”
appeared, a club was formed in
san Franeisco, which is accorded
the distinetion of having been
(he first single tax club in the
world, George himself was a
member, as was James G. Ma-
guire, afterwards a judge in San
Francisco and a member of Con-
gress from California. Judge Ma-
guire is now a prominent lawver
of the Pacifie Coast, and stillarec
ognized single tax leader of mi-
tional fame and influence.

Outside of California the first
distinctively single tax organiza-
tion was “The Free Soil Society.”
which organized in New York in
1883, and of which Henry. George

i\
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was a member. Although nation-
al in its scheme it never advanced
much beyond the “‘paper” stage.

About the same time the “Land
Restoration Society” was organ-
ized in Scotland with the aid of
Mr. George on the occasion of one
of his lecturing trips to that coun-
try. Other organizations sprang
up here and there on both sides of
the Atlantic in those early days of
the movement, but the Secottish
“Land Restoration Society” alons
lived very long or made a record
of much importance. Itis still an
influential body.

When the New York mayoralty
campaign of 1886 got under way,
an era of active and quite general
organization set in. This conunted
for little, however, beyvond the lo-
cal sphere of influence of the New
York movement.

The New York mayoralty cam-
paign originated with the Cen-
tral Labor Union of New York
city, an organization which had
grown out of a workingmen's mass
meeting  at Cooper Union four
vears earlier, called to indorse the
“no rent’ manifesto then just is-
sued in Ireland.

Owing to tremendously intense
excitement in New York labor cir-
cles in the Summer of 1836, over
the vindictive prosecution in the
eriminal courts of a strike com-
mittee, the Central Labor Union
determined upon independent po-
litieal action and authorized a
nominating convention -of trade
union delegates. At this conven-
tion, George was nominated for
mayor upon a platform that would
now be recognized as a single tax
document, although “single tax”
a8 2 name was not vet thought of.
George's candidaey had  heen
called for by a petition bearing the
names of 34,000 signers. It was
subsequently indorsed by a citi:
zens’ mass mecting, and ratified
by a meeting at Cooper Union
larger than any previous one since
the outbreak of the Civil War.
After an exciting eampaign, in
which the two factions of the Dem-
ocratic party united upon Abra-
ham 8. Hewitt. George polled G8,-
110 votes. This was 22442 less
than were counted for Mr. Hewitt,
and 7,675 more than were credit-
ed to Theodore Roosevelt, now
President, who was then the Re-
publican candidate for mayor.

Following that election the

United Labor party was organ-
ized permanently in the county of
New York. It consisted of the
supporters of George. Another
historie organization of the move-
ment was the Anti-I'overty Soci-
ety, founded about the same time,
with the unfrocked Father Mc-
Glynn as its president. For the
purpose of making the political
organization national, a national
organizing committee also was
formed. One of the earliest re-
sults in the way of more extend-
ed organization was the birth of
the United Labor party as a State
organization at a convention held
at Nyracuse, N. Y, in the summer
of 1887. Outside of New York
county this party never rose
above the grade of a “paper” or-
ganization. In that county, how-
ever, and in Brooklyn, it was gen-
erally regarded as a political fac-
tor of no small importance.

At the Syracuse convention a
conflict arose between sorialists
and non-socialists, resulting in
the secession of the socialists, who
thereupon organized what is now
the Socialist Labor party.

The Syracuse convention adoprt
ed a single tax platform. and,

| greatly against his will, nominat-

ed Henry George for secretary of
state, the highest office on the
State ticket. A strenuous cam-
paign of the State was made by
George and McGlynn, supported
by a small army of minor speak-
ers, but without effect either in
country or city. Although
George's and McGlynn's meetings
were large everywhere, and in
New York city were phenomenal,
the result was keenly disappoint-
ing. In New York city George re-
ceived but little more than half of
his vote of the previons vear, and
his total vote for the whole State
was only 70,000—about 2,000 mor:
than his vote of the previous year
in the city alone. Ilis vote in the
city was about 37.000,

Yet the meetings in New York
continned with unabated fervor,
though in a few weeks with dwin-
dling audiences., Within the walls
of the meeting places public sen-
timent was still aflame, but only
there. Outside there were but
embers, and these were growing
cold. The first stage of the single
tax movement had come to anend.

II.

Apparently smaller and weaker,
and to superficial observers, both

friend and foe, growing more so,
the single tax movement was in
reality becoming only less nebu-
lous and therefore’ all the better
fitted for the new kind of activities
that lay before it. -

These were first revealed by
President Cleveland’s tariff re-
form message to Congress in De-
cember, 1887. Seeing in the timid
tarift reform policy of that mes-
sage the thinend of the free trade
wedge, of which the thick end is
the single tax, Henry George ral-
lied his followers to the support of
Cleveland. Father MeGlynn took
a different course.  Encouraging
an independent political pro-
gramme, lie participated in the na-
tional campaign of the United La- |
bor party in 1888, for which 2
popular vote of 2,668 was reported
in New York and 140 in Illinois, a
total for the United States of
2,808.

The single tax voters who fol-
lowed George at this juncture sup-
ported Cleveland, not as a party
Democrat, but as a pioneer, even
if a timid one, of free trade. They
solicited pledges for Cleveland for
the express reason that his pro-
posed taritf reform was a step in
the direction of free trade and the
single tax. More than 10.000 sig-
natures to this petition were se-
cured through the efforts chiefly
of William T. Creasdale, who had
the work in charge. )

Omne incident illustrates the ut-
ter absence of enthusiasm, yet the
determined purpose, which charae-
terized the beginning of this new
stage of the single tax movement.
At one of the single tax meetings
in support of Cleveland, an aud-
itor arose toward the end and
with unaffected seriousness said:

“Mr. Chairman: I move that
this meeting adjourn with three
cheers for Grover Cleveland.”

The motion being seriously sec-
onded, the chairman put the ques--
tion to vote. In the same stolidly
serious manner, the audience vot-
ed “aye” There were no “nayv”
votes, though the chairman called
for them.

Announcing the vote according-
Iy as unanimous in the affirmative,
the chairman was about to declare
the meeting adjourned, when he
was reminded of the result of the
motion to cheer. He hesitated, in
order to give some enthusiastic ad-
herent of Mr. Cleveland an oppor-
tunity to lead the cheering. XNo
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one offering to do so, he raised his
own right arm and with a slight
swinging motion of the wrist, but
with no signs of enthusiasm, ad-
dressed the audience in moderate
“and monotonous speech, saying:

“Three cheers for Grover Cleve-
land. Hurrah!” He paused, and
the audience solemnly repeated:
“Hurrah!” Then the chairman
again said “Hurrah!” and the
audienceagainrepeated it. A third
time he said “Hurrah!” and wait-
ed for the repetition, which came
as promptly and as stolidly as be-
fore. Finally, after the manner of
the cheering New Yorker, the
chairman added: “Tiger!” The
audience repeated that also, and
then dispersed to work and vote
for Cleveland.

At the conclusion of the Presi-
dential campaign of 1888, Mr.
Croasdale continued his work for
the purpose of permanently organ-
izing the single tax movement,
that name for it having mean-
while come spontaneously into
use. Petitions similar to those of
the campaign were prepared, the
pledge being changed, however, so
as to commit the signer, not to
vote for Cleveland—this prelim-
inary phase having gone by—but
to demand from Congress dn in-
vestigation of the single tax prop-
osition. A petition with scores
of thousands of signers was se-
cured and presented formally to
the lower House of Congress,
where it has reposed since 1892, if
it has not been destroyed.

Congress did nothing. No one
supposed it would. But the peti-
tion had served its purpose of or-
ganizing the gingle tax movement
in itas second stage. This work was
practically completed and its pos-
ribilities well-nigh exhausted un-
der the management of Mr. Croas-
dale, who died before the presen-
tation of the petition,

During those years, single tax
clubs were formed in various
parts of the United States. Some
of them were large and some were
small,but all were energetic. Not-
able among them was the Chicago
Single Tax club, a survival from
the previous stage of the move-
ment, of which Warren Worth
Bailey, now editor of the Johns-
town (Pa)) Daily Democrat, was
the principal promoter and for
years the president.  John Z.
White, at present the leading lee-

turer of the Henry George Asso-
ciation, was the most distin-
guished debater of the club. In
1900 this club divided over the
question of organizing a local sin-
gle tax party. Its president now
is Thomas Rhodus. The members
who opposed that poliey, since
practically abandoned, left the
club and organized the Henry
George  Association, of which
Frederick H. Monroe has been
president from the beginning.

Another notable organization
of that period was the Manhattan
Single Tax club of New York city,
organized in 1888, It owns its
own clubhouse and is now under
the presidency of Benjamin Dob-
lin, one of the young man converts
of the memeorable mayoralty cam-
paign of 1886.

These and other local bodies, to-
gether with isolated single taxers
throughout the country who had
shown their interest and their ac-
tivity in connection with the Con-
gressional petition, made the nu-
cleus of the national organization.
which began with a conference at
Cooper Union, New York, in the
summer of 1890. Among the mem-
bers of that conference were Tom
L. Johngon, of Ohio. now mayor of
Cleveland; Judge James . Ma-
guire, of California; Edward Os-
good Brown, of Illinois, now au
appellate judge in Chieago; Wil-
liamn Lloyd Garrison, of Massachu-
sctts, son of the Liberator; Mayor
Hoch, of Adrian, Michigan; Rob-
ert Baker, now a Congressman
from Brooklyn, and Henry George,
then just returned from a lecture
trip around the world. Three
vears later a similar conference
was held at the Art Institute, Chi-
cago, of which Father MeGlynn
as well as Henry George was a
member. No others have been
held, and the national organiza-
tion of which these conferences
were 1he representative gather.
ings has long since ceased to exist
except.upon paper.

HI.

The single-tax movement is no
longer an organized movement,
It has entered npon a third and
meore effective stage in its proe-
ress. This does not mean that
there are no live single tax organ-
izations. On the contrary there
are several. one of the younger
ones bheing the Ohio Single Tax
feague, of which William Rad-

cliffe, of Youngstown, is presi

dent, and J. B. Vining, of Cleve.
land, is secretary. Another iy
the Land Values League of Eng-
land, which has been taking ad-
vantage of the Chamberlain epi-
sode to make a radical free trade
agitation. Some organized activ-
ity is reported from Germany.
where a Land Reform league has
been organized which held its
14th annual tonference at Darm-
atadt in October, 1904; and
Fairhope, an Alabama colony
as nearly single tax in its meth
ods as existinglaws permit; has
become widely known for its sue
cessful demonstrations under the
management principally of E. B.
(jaston and James Bellangee
There are various other single tax
bodies. Some are survivals, whil:
some are only recently organized;
some are men's clubs and some are
women's leagnes; some are mori
bund and some are alert; anml
along with all the rest are litera-
‘ture-supplying committees mod-
eled upon the plans of E. B. 8win-
ney, of Brooklyn, who is conduet-
ing the principal one. But single
tax organizations in the United
States are at begt only local inin-
fluence and character, even when
national in form; and none canbe
said to be representative of the
single tax movement even locally.

Not only in the United States
but throughout the English-speak
ing world, the single-tax idea has
taken possession in greater or less
degree of vast numbers of people
who are not avowed single taxers
at all. and therefore will not or
ganize; while the avowed singl
taxers prefer as a rule to work
ithrough other organizations than
such as bear the single-tax label
Distinctive single-tax orgapiz-
tions are therefore neither many
nor representative. Yet the move
ment has made a strong impres
sion upon public opinion.

In Glasgow, single-tax men
have done their best work within
and through the Liberal party.
They have thus carried elections
on the single-tax issue, and. fo
lowed by some 300 other British
cities, have taken the lead in de-
manding of Parlinment the right
to adopt the single tax for local
purposes,

In this counection a mupicipal
conference of 124 local taxing bai-
ies was held in London in the Fall
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of 1902, the delegates having been
officially authorized to represent
their respective municipalities.
With only one dissenting vote this
conference by resolution declared
itsapproval“of the principle of the
taxation of land values for local
purposes, as being just and equit.
able.” Still more significant of
the quiet but steady progress of
the single-tax movement in Great
Britain was the vote in Parlia
ment in the Spring of 1903 on a bill
allowing municipalities to adopt
the single-tax principle for local
revenue purposes. The bill was
made a party measure by the Lib-
eral members of the House of
Commons, and being generally
supported or not oppused by
Conservatives, it was defeated
by only 13 votes. That the pub-
lie sentiment which made that re-
sult possible has not suobsided,
but is really gaining in mass and
momentum is evident from the
fact that in 1904 the same bill had
a majority in the Commons of 67.

A like inference may be drawn
from the impression made by the
gecond conference of local taxing
bodies held in the fall of 1904,
Apropos of this conference the
Observer and Times, an old and
conservative paper of Acering
ton, in its issue of October 15, 1904,
editorially declared that the
movement is  steadily gaining
ground in Great Britain. Nimply
as one among many available
illustrations of this progress, we
extract the following from that
editorial:

It is gratifying to see that the move-
ment for the taxation of land values is
ppecoming steadily strengthened and ex-
tenced. One cf its most hopefu] fea-
tures {s the absence to a large extent
of any political element. Not long ago
the prineiple had few advocates outsice
advanced sections of the Liberal party,
This iz no lunger €o by any means. The
question has gradunally resolved itself
into one of the relief of the rates. The
great municipal authorities of the king-
com have almost for the sake of sell-
preservation been compelled to force it
to the front, and to-day for practical

purpouses  they are unanimons in
advocating the reform. ... A sec-
ond conference of representatives

of municipal ard other raling au-
thoritieg has just been held at the West-
minster Palace hotel to push the move-
ment a further stage towards realiza-
tion. Over 200 rating authorities were
represented, and all the speaking was
unanimous, as the whole of the resolu-
tions were passed without a dissentient

voice. The Lord Provost of Glasgow,
who presided, struck the Kkey-note both
of the conference and the position in-
volved in saylong that the demand for
the bringing of land values into the rat-
ing net was a determined one on the
part of the municipal bodies, and was
approached from an economic stand-
point. . . . Mr. Charles Trevelyan, M.
P., said at the conference he believed
public opinion was nearly ripe for go-
ing in the direction of many of our col-
onies, and putting a large part of the
rates entirely on the land, a movement
which so far had been remarkably suc-
cessful. We scarcely think public opin-
ion here is so ripe. But it isripening
and the ever-increasing local and na-
tional burdens will hasten the process.

This advance in the single tax
movement, which now affects
both parties in Great Britain, has
been secured in that country by
working in  polities  primarily
through the Liberal party—that
one of~the two great parties hav-
ing the democratic trend. This
sensible  policy is not peculiar
to Great Britain. .As British sin-
gle taxers have worked through
the Liberal party, so their Aus-
tralasian brethren have worked
through the Free-Trade party of
Australia and the Liberal party of
New Zealand., The single-tax
leader of Australia, Max Hirseh,
stands in the FreeTrade party
second only to the party leader,
Mr. Reid; and George Fowlds, the
single-tax leader in New Zealand,
is a Liberal member of PParlia
ment. Both in Australia and in
New Zealand much has been done
in the way of making the single
tax rhe aceepted method of local
taxation. Itis mandatoryin some
parts of Mustralia, In New Zea
Lind it is voluntary, yet more than
a0 munivipalities  there  Lave
adopted it and eling to it Among
these is one of the  large  cities,
Christehmreh, besides  several
farming districts, .

Althoungh the administration of
fhe German colony of Kinochon,
China, has not bheen  inflnenced
through political parties, sinee it
ix not governed locally by parties,
it has been intlueneed in its fiseazl
adjustments by an adaptation of
the siume poliey of promoting the
single  tax  movement as  that
which is proving so satisfactoryin
Great  Breitain and  Austealia,
One of the members of the hody
which formulated the fiseal and
Lind tenmre systems now prevail-
ing in Kinochou was a single tax
man, who proposed the method to

his colleagues as an economic de-
vice for discouraging anticipated
land monopoly. His proposals
were welcomed, and a crude but
unmistakable single tax system
has consequently been in opera-
tion in Kiaochou for more than
five vears, with the most gratify-
ing results.

Even in the German Empire it-
self a considerable advange in the
application to cities of the single
tax principle was reported in the
summer of 1904. In several
Germancities,accordingtothat re-
port, taxes have been imposed on
the values of building lots, with
the express double purpose of de-
pressing land values and stimu-
lating building operations — a
typical double object of the single
tax movement.

OQutside of political bodies, sim-
ilar tendencies in the direction of
the single tax movement are ob-
servable in too many places to per-
mit of detailed description here or
even of enumeration of results.
As a single instance, merely for
illustration, we quote the follow-
ing special resolution of the exec-
utive committee of the 'rovinciak
Mining Association of British Co-
lumbia, the association of praec-
tical mining operators of a Cana-
dian Province that has already
made some legislative progressin
the direction of the single tax:

In the opinion of this association,
natural resources of the Province, and
not industry, should bear the chief bur-
den of taxation. The enormous areas
of valuable land now held under a tax- -
ation which is practically inzignificant
should be.made to pay its proper share
of the burden, and thus relieve incus-
try. The association therefure re-
spectfully recommends to the govern-
ment the advisability of inquiring into
and adopting the Australasian or scme
other equitable and uniform system of
taxation on  land, including mining
lands, that will tend to inerease the rev-
cuue, foster the settlement of the lands
of the Provinee, and encourage the de-
velgpment of its great mineraland other
resourees,

In view of the vast areas of land held
in this Provinece, it is believed that the
revenues from such a svstem of taxa-
tion will more than meet the annual
deficit of the Provinee, and will enable
it 1o materially relieve the minirg in-
dustry, .

It iz evident, even from this cur-
gory survey. that the single tax
movement has made great prae-
tical progress within the past twor
decedes,—greater, perhaps, thaw
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movemenits which have made a
gr:ater noise. ;

Much the same kind of progress
as in Europe, and by similar meth-
ods, has been made in the United
States, since the so-called “howl-
ing dervish” stage of the move-
ment; although progress in or to-
ward practical applications of the
single tax principle are not yet so
far advanced, :

On the Pacific coast the single-
tax leader, ex-Judge James ;. Ma-
guire, has served geveral terms in
Congress with acknowledged abil
ity amd unquestioned fidelity.
While there he introduced a single
tax bill as a substitute for the pro-
posed income tax. TUpon coming
to a vote on the J1st of January,
1894, it received six votes—('on-
pressman James G. Maguire, Tom
L. Johnson, Jerry Simpson, John
De Witt Warner, M. D. Harter and
‘Charles Traey. \All were pro-
nounced single tax men except
Harter, who was a real estate tax
man, and Tracy, who merely took
this method of recording his op-
position to the income tax.

Magnire was the Democratic
candidate for governor of Califor-
nig in 1898, and though bitterly
opposed and running in a Repub-
lican Btate, was defeated by only
a small plurality—abont 20,000,
Franklin K. Lane, also a single
taxer, was defeated for governor
of California in 1902 by-only 2,553
yotes,

Otherprominent and influential
public men in the West are pro-
nouneed single taxers, ineluding
Jumes W, Buckling whose work in
the Jegislature and hefore the peo-
ple of Colorado is familiar,

In the East, Gov., Garvin of
Rhode Istand, who has long heen
closely identitied with the move.
ment, s been twice elected gov.
ornor ax oo Demoeratic eandi-
date,and was defeated in 1904 by
Tess than 600 votes in a State
which gave the Republican eandi-
dite for President a plurality of
150000 The names  of William
Lloyd Garrison, Congressman Ba-
ker and Tom L. Johnson need only
be mentioned to arouse thoughts
of the single tax, Jolnson is with-
out dispute the single 1ax lead
eroin the United  States, and
throngh his  activities and  the
methods of his political adver-
&iries, the single tax prineiple is
permeating publie sentiment to a

degree and with a rapidity that
distinctive single tax organiza-
tions could not possibly accom-
plish. One of his most efficient co-
adjutors is Robert C. Wright, the
auditor of Cuyahoga county, Ohiv,
whose administration as a fiscal
officer has been as straight in the
direction of the single tax prin-
ciple as existing law allows, and
as far under the law as possible in
the face of corporate opposition.
Mr. Wright was reelected in 1904
as a Democrat by a plurality of
2500 in a county which at the
same time gave a Republican
plurality for President of 34,000,

The particular political reform
which the single tax movement
presents is known as “local op-
tion” or “home rule” in taxation.
This has been the political ad-
vance courier of the movement in
Great Britain as it is in the United
States. Its aim is to secure to lo-
calities the right toestablish their
own methods of taxation, so that
any locality may adopt the single
tax, without waiting for action by
the State if the voters of that lo-
cality desire to adopt it.

This line of single tax policy
was formulated immediately after
the I'residential election of 1888,
Its author was Thomas G. Rhear-
man. Work upon it began imme-
diately in New York, and the leyg-
islature of that Btate has at near-
Iy every session had the measure
before it. Although it has defeat-
ed the measure every time, the af-
firmative vote has always been
Large, It was in connection with
this phaze of the movement that
New York city was empowered by
the legislature to distingnish land
values from improvement values
in tax assessments and to pub-
lish the results—a veform which
has revealed the amazing facl
that Lardly one-fourth of the im-
mense real estate value of New
York eity is improvement valuoe,
about three-fourths of it being the
vitlne of gites alone,

This question of “local option™
or “home rale” in taxation is the
one on which Senator Boeklin was
beaten in 1902, Sabmitted simply
as i publie poliey question for an
mdvisory vote in Ilinois ar the
Fall eleetions of 1904, it polled
1G4 votes, to 13LIST, a major-
iy of 355262,

Thix also iz the New Zealand
and the Australian system, and

it is this right of local applica-
tion of the single tax principle
that the municipalities of Great
Britain, with Glasgow at the head,
are demanding so urgently of P'ar-
liament. :

" As the single tax movement is

essentially reformatory rather
than revolutionary, a progressive
directing force in or influence
upon existing soeial life rather
than a protest and revolr, it does
not appeal to segregative impul-
ses. This is the reason that its
distinctive organizations are few
and small out of all proportion te
the real magnitude and effective
ness of the movement.

For the same reason its news
paper organs also are few. But
just as the leaders of the move
ment are acceptable leaderx in
general civie atfairs, and all the
more so because they are not ham-
pered by the requirements and dis-
cipline of distinctive single tax
organizations, so is its newspa
per press all the more intfuential
because not a collection of mer
organs.

If one were asked what singie
tax papers there are, he would
probably name the Single Tax Re-
view, the Courier (organ of Fair
hope colony, Ala.), the Standard,
of Daphne, Ala.; Economy, of
Solon, Ia.; Rockland Opinion of
Rockland, Me.: Goodhue County
News, of Red Wing. Minn.; Why,
of Cedar Rapids, Ta.; the Single
Tax, of Glasgow, and the Volks
stimme, of Berlin, He might also
name The Pablie, but The Publie
ix not a single tax organ; it is sim-
ply a general review which ap-
proves the single tax principle.
Notwithstanding this dearth in
newspaper organs, the single tax
movement is not weak in its news
paper support.  No other radieal
movement where English speech
prevails is o so well served by
friendly newspapers.

Distingunishing papers by their
sympathies  and underlying ed-
itorial poliey. and not by their
character as organs, a long eata-
logne of single tax papers conldbe
mamed.  This list would inclnde
the London Speaker, the London
New Age, the London Daily News,
and the Liverpool Financial Re
former, in Great Britain: the Star.
of San Francisco; the daily Coles
County  Democrat, of Jefferson
City, © Mo.; the daily Re

{
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press; his next to authorize a call
for an imperial conference at St.
Petersburg, November 19th, of
representatives of the Zemstvos.
This in itself is tantamount in
Russia to revolution. “Zemstvo”
is the name of the provincial leg-
islatures of the Russian Empire in
Europe. Though the word legis-
lature fairly describes
bodics, they are not really legis-
latures in the American sense.
They simply administer the local
economical affairs of their respec-
tive districts and provinces, but
are elected by popular vote—the
electors being the landed proprie-
tors, the peasants of the country
and the householders of cities.
From latest data (1897} it would
appear that there are Zemstvos in
d6L districts of 34 provinces of
European Russia, with an aggre-
gate electorate of 40172 land-
owners, 48,091 city housclholders.
and 196,773 peasants. Apparent-
Iy these clectors are themselves
clected. The membership of Zem-
stvos aggregates 13,196, of which
about 35 per cent. belong to the
nobility, 15 per cent. to the mer-
chant class, and 38 per cent. to the
peasantry. The remainder are
probably of the mechanic class.
The plan of a 8t. Petersburg con-
ference of representatives of these
bodies, called for the 19th as
stated above, was bitterly op
posed by the reactionary elements
of Russia, represented especially
by the head of the Greek chureh,
Mr. Polbyedonostself, who is on
the Czar’s Commitiee of Ministers
(the Russian cabinet) as Irocur-
ator-tieneral of the Holy Syvnod.
Their first elfort was to postpone
the conference until January, In
this they failed. But they did sue-
ceed in inducing the Czar to with-
draw all indications of official ap-
proval of the couference. Tts he-
ing  permitted to meet at all,
however, ix evidenep of a great
advance,  Prince Sviatopolk-Mir-
sky guarvanteed the mecting im.
ninity from police interference.

The conferenece of the Zemstvos
met, therefore, on the 191h at Sr,
PPetersburg. but ina private house
instead of the public huilding in
which its deliberations were o
have been conducted. The Amer-
iean dispatehes explain that ofhi-
cial sanctions were withdrawn he-
cause  the delegates refused to

these |

limit their deliberations to speci-
fied subjects.

At the first session of the Zem-
stvos delegates, on the 19th, and
20th, they endorsed the first seven
of the following ten sections of a
memorial on the subject of Rus-
sian government:

Preamble of proposals on the ques-
tion of general conditions preventing
the normal course and development ol
our social life, submitted to a private
couference of zemsitvo workers, Nov. 13
and Nov. 20, in St. Petersburg,.

Section 1. The abnormal system of
government prevailing among us, and
espécially noticeable since the 'Bi¥'s, is
due to complete estrangement of gov-
ernment and people, and the absence of
the mutual confidence s0 necessary to
national life.

Sec. 2. These relations between the
government and the people originate
from apprehension of development of
popular initiative and persistent efforts
to exclude the people from participa-
tion in internal government. With this
bbject the governmént endeavored to
extend centralized adminstration to all
branches of local government, and im-
pose a tutelage in every branch of na-
tional life, admitting cooperatian with
the People solely for the purpose of
bringing popular institutions into har-
mony with the views of the govern-
ment.

Sec. 3. The bureaucratic system of
causing estrangement of the supreme
power and the people creates a field for
a wide scope of administrative arbitrari-
ness and personal caprice. Such a con-
dition deprives the nation of the neces-
cary assurances that the rights of each
and all will be protected, and under-
mines confidence in the guvernment,

Sec. 4. The normal current and evo-
lution of state and nation is possibly
only under the condition of close living
and union and the cooperation of the
imperial power with the people,

Sec, b, In order to exclude the possi-
bility of the display of administrative
arbitrariness and to guarantee personal
rights, it is mecessary to establish and
conzistently apply a principle by which
no one will be subjected to punishment
or to the restriction of rights without
the devision of independent legal au-
thorities.

Sec. 6. For the unrestricted expres-
sion of public opinion and the free ex-
position and satisfaction of popular
neeis, it is e=rential to gnaraniee free-
doum of conscience and speech and of the
press, and also freedom of mecting and
association.

Seec. 7. Self-reliance is the chief con-
dition of the proper and suceesstul de-
velopment of the political and economic
lite of the country. A considerable ma-
jority of the population of Russia be-
longing to the peasant class, it is neces-

sary, first of all, to place the latter in
a position favorable for development of
self-rellance and energy, and this is at-
tainable only by & radical alteration of
the present unequitable and humiliat-
ing condition of the peasants. For this
purpose it is necessary (a) to equalize
the civil and political rights of peasanis
with the other classes; (b) release rural
self-government from administration
tutelage; (c) safeguard peasants to
proper courts of justice.

Sec. 8. Zemstvo instirutions, In
which local and populdr life is mostly
concentrated, must be placed in condi-
tions in which they may successfully
carry out their duties. For this pur-
pose it is necessary that the zemstvo
representation be based on a mo-class
basis, and all the forces of the local
population be admitted to share in
zemstvo work: that zemstvo institu-
tions be brought into closer touch with
the peocple hy the creation of a smail
zemstvo and unite upon a basis guar-
anteeing absoluie independence, and
that zemstvo institutions be assured the
necessary permanency and independence
essential to their proper development
and activity and mutual cooperation of
governmental with popular institu-
tions.

Sec. 9. But for the creation and main-
tenance of close and healthy communion,
a unison of the imperial authority with
the people upon the basis above pointed
out, and in order to assure the correct
development of life, state and nation, it
is unquestionably necessary for bpa-
tional representation in the form of a
specially elective body to participate in
legislation.

Sec. 10. This conference, considering
itsell an informal gathering of which
the members express personal views,
considers that settlement of the question
on the basis which form the relation-
ship of government and popular repre-
sentadion in the fife of the country
shonld be submitted to representatives
of the nation chosen under the condi-
tions above indicated as essential for
freedom in elections.

On the 21st the ninth section was
significantly strengthened. By a
vole of 105 to 3 the Litter half of
that seetion was unended to read
as follows:

In order to secure the proper devel-
opement of the life of the State and the
people, it is imperatively necessary that
there be rezgular participation of nation-
al representaiives, sitiing as an espe-
cially elected body, to make laws, regil-
late the revenue and expediture, and con-
trol the legality of the actions of the ad-
ministration.

This memorial of the Zemstvos
Delegates was completed on the
224, after having been altered in
form so as to express “the hope
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that it is the wish of the Czar to
summon a national assembly.” It
was to be presented to the Minis-
ter of the Interior, Prince Sviato
polk-Mirsky on the 23d, by a dele-
gation composed of Presidents
shipoff, Petrnnkeiviteh, Prinece
Lyotf, Count Heider and Rodzian-
sky, the most prominent partici-
pants in the meeting.

A communication from Finland
was received on the 21st by the
Zemstvos  conference. It was
signed by 26 prominent Finland-
ers and is in these terms:

The undersizned, citizens of Finland,
interested in the evolution of social and
intellectual life of Russia. send their sin-
eere and cordial salutations to the zem-
sivo representatives dssembled in St
Petersburg to study the general circum-
stances which prevent regular develop-
ment of Russian life, Now that the gov-
ernment has just proclained confidence
in the people, the develupment of their
moral, intellectual and social forces is
henceforth opened to the powerful, gen-
erous Russian genius. We wish youcom-
plete success in your work of peace and
concord. and hope it will redound to the
glory and happiness of your country.

The loral excitement over the
conference is reported by St, Pe-
tershurg digpiatelies to be intense.
“Nothing else,” says an Associated
Press dispateh of the Zist, St
talked of, Liberals from all parts
of the Empire are tlocking hither,
including many from Poland and
Finland. The hotel lobhies are
crowded, almost resembling con-
vention times in American cities.

The permission granted by Prinee

Svintopollk-Mirsky was for an as-
semhly of 300, The sitnation alto-
gether is unparalleled. Nothing
approaching such a gathering has
ever before heen permitted in lins.
gin, As evidenee of the remarka:
ble state of affairs it is suflicient
to mention that one of the most
prominent speakers yvesterday was
M. Petronkeiviteh, of Tyer, who
spent 24 vearsin exile and who had
only bheen allowed at the eapital
since Prinee Sviatopolk Mirsky's
advent.  Sympathetie demonstra-
tions are reported invarious parts
of Russia.” Rpeaking of the fu-
ture of  the memorial, an un-
named meniber of the Zemstvos
Delegates  conference, deseribed
as8 one of the most prominent, was
reported by the Associated Press
on the 22d as saving:

The general opinion of my colleagues

Is the reverse of optimistic. Therefore
it is a mistake to raise hopes that are
doomed probably to disappointment, but
hope exists. Probably there will be the
usual attempt to temporize. We may
not get all, but we should get eomething.
The Emperor is kind-hearted and sin-
cerely desirous of helping the people if
he becomes convinced where the inter-
ests of the people and government lie,
but he is surrounded by influences. The
court and the imperial family are op-
posed to anything like a suggestion of a
constitution. Of only one thing we are
certain—Interior Minister Sviatopolk-
Mirsky will present the memorial to the
Emperor. How far or whether he will
indorse it at all 8 not yet. known, but
he will place it before his majesty if it
costs him his position in the ministry.
No matter what the immediate resuit,
however, we have gained a remarkable
victory. We have put into concrete form
our opinion that the present system in
the end must spell ruin or revolution.
The Emperor knows the character of
the men whose names are attached fo
the memorial. They represent the best
blood and thought of the Empire. We
are not revolutionaries. We do not be-
lieve the people are prepared for a re-
public.  We support the monarchical
idea. but we believe it must be a con-
stitutional monarchy, and that the Em-
peror must choose between the moderate
programme we offer or eventual revolu-
tion. If there is no result now, we will
continue the work of agitation and edu-
cation. Trere will be a larger and a
stronger meeting next year. If the
meeting is forbidden in St, Petersburg,
then it will take place in Moscow, Kielf.
or in an open field, if necessary. The
movement will gather headway as time
elapses.  We have risked our liberties,
and we shall not retreat. The law which
makes agitation for a change in the
form of government punishable with
penal servitude is still in force. We
are all amenable, but so long as Prince
Sviatopolk-Mirsky Is minister we know
we are safe, If he talls we fake our
chances, althongh we feel sure the gov-
ernment would not dare 1o reverse the
policy of liberalism which has received
such an impetus ¢ince Von Plehve's
death. The moment is propitions for
coneessione,  The goyernment is in a
diffienlt position and rneeds the supprort
and svmpathy of the people. I helieve
something at least will be granted. A
free press wonld be the greatest stop
short of calling a national assemhbly. I
only the A B (s of the gregramme are
conceded the rest of the plphaber wili
inevitably be drawn in their wake,

NEWS NOTES.

—Col. W. C. P.Brechinridge, Congress-
man from Kentucky from 1584 to 1893,
died at Lexington, Ky., on the 19th.

—Ex-Judge Alton 'B. Parker,
*Demoeratic candidate

late
for President,

has opened a law office in New York
city in the suile occupied by William F.
Sheehan. ,

—The annual memorial meeting ¢f
Chicago, in memory of Robert G. Inger-
soll, is to be held at 40 Randolph street.
on the 27th at 8 o’'clock in the evening.
The admission fee, 25 cents, is for th2
benefit of the Ingersoll Memorial Asso-
ciation, and the oration is to be by ex-
Senator William E. Mason on “Liberty."”

—The bronze statue of Frederick the
Great of Prussia, presented to the
American people by the Emperor ol
Germany (p. 344). was unveiled at Wash-
ington on the 19th by Baroness Speci
von Sternberg, wite of the German am-
bassador to the United States. Presi-
dent Roosevelt mace the address of ac-
ceptance,

—At the session of the American Fed-
eration of Labor at San Francisco. ou
the 22d. two resolutions presented aisd
supported by socializts, namely, aboli-
tion of the militia, as it now exists in the
United States, and the substitution of
the Swiss system, and old-age pensions
for workingmen, were overwhelmingiy
defeated.

—Thomas A. Moran, one of the lead-
ing members of the Chicago bar, and
formerly an appellate judge, died sud-
denly In New York city on the 1%t
at the age of 65. Although not an ac-
tive advocate of single tax doctrines,
Judge Moran was a believer in and at
times & spokesman for single tax prin-
ciples, especially in their fiscal aspects,

—The statistics of exports amd im-
ports of the United States (p. 458) for
the four months ending October 31, 1804,
as given by the statistical sheet of the
Department of Commerce and Labor fur
October, were as follows (M standing
for merchandise, G for gold and S fur
silver):

Kxports
M .,...$J}| ELEIRC)

4
14
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—The Jefferson club. of Chicazo. was
incorporated on the 22d, with the 10l-
lowirg board of directors:  Clarence
Darrow, Judge E. F. Dunne, J. R. Gregz,
H. R. Eagle and Wiiliam Prentizs. L=
declared purposes are “To oppuse gov-
ernment banks of issue: to oppese mo-
nopolies: to oppose a large stending
army and the spread of militari=m: 1o
oppose politieal connections with tor-
eign countries: to opnose expansion ot
territory, excepting contignous terrizor v,
which may bLe carve:!l upinto Siates; 1.
promaote free com mE-l':'Pt free speceh, arn
friendliness among nations; to develon
and spread the principles of Jefferson.™

PRESS OPINIONS.
T OF DEMOCRACY,
with (N, J.p Evering Times «Iw o
—It I= no donger ter the Demo
IC Party to attempt to play to the Tocir
Loth of the widely sepuarated elemens i
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this eountry, although the Republican
party, thanks to the popularity of President
Roosevelt, has succeeded in doing so..
Colusa (Cal) Bun (Dem.), Nov, 12.—-We
do not like the word “plutocracy’’ so free-
Iy used by Mr. .Bryan. We do not like to
have to come urder his leadership: but
where are we to turn? We do not like any-
thing akin to socialism; but are we to give
up ail the wealth coming out of the develop-
ment of the country to a few men? Think-
ing men skould read the statement of Mr.
Rryan and they wliil see that the Issues of
tire future are big with danger. . Whether
we like it or not, we have got to see that
William Jennings Bryan is going to be the
. leader of the common people for the next
four years. The South, always desiring to
be conservative, will have to join In with
him, Many exceedingly conservative men
throughout the North will fee] compe.led
to juin in with him. The present is a time
for deep thought. Read Bryan as a foun-
dation for it,

THE “STRAIGHT" TICKET.

Detroft Free Press (Dem.), Nov, 15.—It
is an inevitable inference therefore that
the present methnd of making a straight
party ticket by placing the cross mark in
the eirele at the head of the column pre-
vents an exactly fair expression of public
fecilng as to ail eandldates and a falr ex-
pression of this feeling Is the aid of ail elec-
tinn laws in these duays, The obvious rem-
eily 15 to abolish the circie at the head of the
ticket and thus compel the voter to place
the requisite mark in front of the name of
every candidate for whom he desires to
vote. That this is practical was proved at
the primary eectign. It is the method fol-
lowed in Rhode Ixland and Massachusetts,
It is the only method that not only permits
but compe!ls the voter to use his idtelligence
and exercise his discrimination in seecting
men for preference.

SIGNIFICANCE OF INCREASE OF
THIRD PARTY VOTES.

Johrstown (Pa.) Democrat (Dem.), Nov.
16.—The meaning of this ought to be ob-
vious. Democrats did not vote the Soclal-
ist or tke Prohibition ticket where there
was a democratie Demaocrat in the field, It
wins oniy where piutocratic control was
manifest and where a Democratic vole was
in effeet a vote far plutocracy that we dis-
cover great Jumps in the Soclalist
Prohibition votes; and these ine
be credited, not to a growth of
or Prohibition sentiment among Demo-
crais, but to a desire among demoeratie
Democeriats to rebuke  the arrogant plu-
tocracy Which had cunningly seized the
reins of Deme tie power and was sub-
verticg the great Democruatie organization
to the service of an olicurchy of priviiege,

JOHNSON OF MINNESOTA,

Green Bay (Wis Addvocate (Dem ), Nov,
1T —Governg et Julinson, of Minnesota,
it an inu w Saturday, among other
things= sais “Tre Democratic party eannot
identify it with those who enjoy the hen-
clits of = al priviieges to th il vian-
tauge of the people amd hope to win, The
Democricy canvot be the party of trusts
s sime the be the party of the

1t must be the party of the peopie
e sLccess, 1t issues must be the
L, the ift and th pe-cial priviieges
foster the trusts. Tie success our
party achieved in this State in eecting its
candidiie for governor is Jue to the fact
we took up the peopie’s cause whie
Tepublicarn State managers flouted the
I opie and =tomd with the corporations"’
Tha=e woris frem Go rwor Johnson are
in accond w = which other
Dromoeratie fead n glving ta the
pearty sinee fis oo
v, With one = Hryan,
Fulk and Johnson have dee 7 1hat the
Celent wag due to the fact that the party

faiied to stand by fts principles and that
defeat can be turned to victory by the parwy
returning to its principies.

TARIFF REVISION.

Chicago Tribune -(Rep.), Nov, 23.—The
burning question, Manifestly it Is revision
of the tariff. The people will not be con-
tent wiith a “stand pat'’ policy, They de-
mand justiy that something be dore in the
direction of correciing the inequailties of
the present tariff, 1t is iniquitous and
an abomination. It has undue proteciion
and ravorltism for certain classes, at the
expense of consumers, who are composed
of all eclasses. . .. The Repubilean party
must modify it or see i1s own majority and
inAuenee in the country materia:ly modi-
fied at the next ejection. Tre people of
this great, free country have no intention
of submitting indefiniteiy to the opfpression
of the money power, the manufacturing
power, or any other power representing
s0.¢iy special Interests and privileges,

- MISCELLANY

HOW DID YOU DIE?

Diad you tackle that trouble that came your
way
With a resclute heart and cheerful?
Or hide your face from the !light of day
With a craven soul and fearful?

O, a trouble's a ton, or a trouble's an
-ounce,
Or a trouble’s what you make it,
And it 1sn't the fact that you're hurt that
counts,

But oniy, how did you take It?

You're beaten to earth? Well, well, what's
that?
Come up with a smiling face.
1t's nothing against you to fall down flat,
But to lie there, that's disgrace.

The harder you're thrown, why the higher
you bounce;
Be proud of your blackened eve!
1t Isn't the fact that you're licked that
counts;
It's how did you fight?—and why?

And though you be done to death, what
then?
1f you battied the best you could;
1f vou played your part in the worid of
men, -
Why, the Critle will cali it gnod. .

Death comes with a crawl, or comes with a
pounce,
And whether he's Sl0W or spry,
It isr't the fact that you're dead that
counts,
Tut only, how did you die?
EDMUND VANCE COOK.

THE GAME OF PHILANTHROPY.

This is a long game, usually taking
a lifetime. As many players can enter
as want to, The idea is to begin as
voung as possible, and beg, borrow or
steal enough to get a start. Then get a
lot of widows, orphans and suckers to-
gether and stack the cards. Also have
the tariff raised, By and by when mon-
ey enough has been raised. the player
calls, “Philanthropy, Philanthropy,”
and then everybody lknows that he has
arrived at the goal.—Life,

A DRAFT OF A LETTER TO BE AD-

DRESSED TO THE CALIFORNIA

LEGISLATURE.

1 pray your honorable body to grant
my request to become a citizer of tbis
Republic of the United States of Amer.
ica. :

I have never done anything ua-
worthy. I believe in a government {or
the People, by the People.

I gave more than life for the coun-
try when In time of peril I gave my
son for one of its defenders.

As the dying slave implored by
master to let him die free, so I pnr
you to allow me to become a citizeni
this Republi¢c, with the same pows
and privilege you would grant wa
man born in Germany or Ireland.

REBECCA BUFFUMSPRING

Born in Providence, R. 1., in 151 Now
living and paying taxes in her own home,
M Soto St., Los Angeles, Cal,, on ths Sup,
12th, 1M,

“IF THE LEGISLATURE BE
LIEVES."”
For The Puhlic.

In denying a Brooklyn child the
right to attend school, the New York
court of appeals is reported to bave
decided that "if the legislature be
lieved” vaccination to be a preventive
of smallpox, it could compel the child
to be vaccinated before admitting bim
to school.

“If the legislature believed” {s ric*
ly suggestive. Courts have been sup
posed to be for the purpose of protec
ing the citizen in his rights when th*
legislature's “'belief” was erroreous, of
worse.

This may have been a supertluous
safeguard, for we all know the unpar-
alleled erudition and unimpeachable
integrity of the average legislature, so
much so that to =ay a_man “belongs to
the legislature” stamps him at ance in
the mind as —well, yon know the im-
pression it conveys to your mind.

We ought, therefore, to be prepared
to accept the legislature’'s cictum uponr
all matters c¢f patholcgy. ethnologh
physics, diet, finance and fashion. *ll
the legislature believed™ that cutting vil
chiliiren’s thumbs would prevent ther
going lame, then chiliren with thumbs
could not attend school.

It were folly to file any objections
for “if the legislature believes™” in its
own infallibillty, why should any coutt
dispute it? A Missouri legislature "bée
lieved” that all baking powders were
deleterious except trust baking poweer.
When this belief was sufficiently strong
in a legislator, it commanded 1.0 ia
the open market. A Colorado legisla-
ture was elected to believe in an eight
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hour law. It changed its belief after
election. No quotations given out. A
Pennsylvania legislature “believed” that
the cities of the State should be owned
by the same gang which owned itselt
and delivered them over in midnight
session, with the governor sitting up to
sign the bill and the harples walting to
file their claims of proprietorship be-
fore the ink was blotted. And so on,
ad infinitum, ad nauseam, ad absurdum.
Also add the price per legislator,

But the court eays, or implies, that it
makes no difference whether the Act
be right or wrong, “if the legislature
believes.” The colonies rebelled against
the Stamp Act, “‘not because of the
weight of the tax, but the weight of the
preamble.” 8o, in this case, it isn't so
much the importance of the individual
care, as the welght of such a precedent.

Yet, even in this case, it must be re-
membered that no one knows what vac-
cination is, except that it is the injec-
tlon of a disease into the blood. The
germ of the disease is not known, nor
is the germ of the disease it is intended
to prevent! The practice is pure em-
piricism, and i& so acknowledged; and
after a century of trial, there is still the
gravest doubt and the fiercest dispute
of authorities as to whether it is bene-
ficial or injurious,

To use the publie echool as a club to
compel a parent to allow his child to
have disease (even “benevolent” dis-
ease) pumped into his veins, is, to say
the least. questionable, But when the
citizen questions it, he is told by the
court that it is all right “if the legisla-
ture believes.”

Then what in the name of senge is
the court for? If its administration of
right or wrong, of enforcement or vio-
lation of rights, of legality or illegality,
of equity or inequity, rests solely upon
what the lerislature believes, why not
aholish the court?

EDMUND VANCE COOKE,

THE TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY.

At the Vine Street Congregational church,
Cincinnatl, Ohlo, Nowv, L0, 184, the pastor,
Herbert 8, Bige.ow, digenssed the text:

“He that is devold of wisdom despiseth
his nefghbor; but a man of understanding
holdeth his peace. Where no counsel I8,
the peopie fall; but in the multitude of coun-
seliors there I8 safety.”

This is good doctrine for both ¢hurch
and state. The strength of a church,
the safety of a state depend upon the
extent to which the people enter into
their management, )

Who says that our experiment in de-
mocracy is not a success? If the end
and aim of government is to develop
men, then democracy is ordained of God.

The true American is he who is al-
ways delighted with the election re-
turns. Every election will go precise-
1y to suit him. Let the people discuss
and determine. Their responsibility
in government is their oppertunity to
grow. Their government is a mirror
which they hold up before their own
faces. In this republic they have what
they want, and no American will com-
plain of that. Their decisions may not
please the prophets, but they represent
the people and mark their progress.

‘We hear much these days about the
wickedness of the politicians. They are
not worse than other men. If they
seem So i1 {8 because they have grealer
temptations.

In the city of Cleveland, the street
car companies have been making a
long fight for new franchises. To help
them in this, «ne Ohio legisiature abol-
Ished spring elections. If they could
elect councilmen while popular inter-
est was fixed on a presidential elec-
tion, they had hope of success. What
is the result? The council stands 16 to
16 and the deciding vote is with the
chairman, an anti-rallroad man. The
people won & scratch victory, and they
did it by scratching. Nearly half of
the people of Cleveland scratched thelr
ballots—a most remarkable and grati-
tying evidence of the increasing intelli-
gence and independence of our Ameri-
can citizenship.

But tremble for those councilmen.
A vote or two Is all the companles
need. And franchises worth millions
are at stake. Is it not time we re-
quired a referemlum] vote on all such
franchises and saved our councilmen
from such fearful tempiations?

If one of these councilmen succumbs,
we brand him as a boodler. We seem
to forget that if there is corruption at
the City Hall. it is because there is
something rotten in the Chamber of
Commerce, Political corruption is but
the barometer of commercial morals,

Instead of complaining of our self-
apgrandizing politicians, we might
with better grace repent c¢f our neglect
of public duty. By their politicians you
may know them.

A gentleman was complaining bit-
terly of the condition of the public
schools in Cincinnati. What he said
about them was but the mild truth.
But this same gentleman confessed to
a friend that he had not gone to the
polls in four years,

This clashking of opinions and rub-
bing of elbows whirh we call democ-
racy—what a glorious thing It is! It
teaches us respect for the opinions of
our neighbors, It teaches us soclal

L

grace, that subordination to social
alms which is the necessary condition
of brotherhood. To become large
enough and loving enough to live in a
society of eguals, and co-operate for
good ends, and take defeat good-natur-
edly, and keep one's faith in the re-
public, and fight on—this is the mak-
ing of an American ciuzen—the tri-
umph of free government.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SUBWAY
ON NEW YORK RENTS.

William Barclay Parsons hasbeen tell-
ing of the reforms that will be worked
by the subway, and, though he is a prac-
tical, hustling persorality, he is some-
thing of a rainbow-winged optimist.
That, however, is no discredit, for optim-
ism is one of the qualities which
smooths the rough way for achieve-
ment.

The man who looks on the bright side
of life and finds comfort and inspiration
in the picture; who serenely views the
future with hopeful spirit and sees
behind its veil the fulfillment of dreams
and the maturity of benefits still in their
infancy—that man is happy, Indeed,
whether his life be devoted to abstruse,
technical things or belongs to the hum-
ble middle million whose names are
writ in sand.

Sometimes the optimist overshools
the mark. This is no fault, elther. The
higher the mark, the higher the ac-
complishment. However, one excep-
tion immediately occurs. The subway
furnishes an example of a high mark hit
while concentrating on a low target.
Mr. Parsons is an expert in this sort
of marksmanship, ard if what he says
seems highly hopeful, you must re-
member that he speaks not only as an
optimist, but as a distinguished ex-
pert,

Mr, Parsons believes the subway will
have a great moral effect, tending to
wipe out the densely populated centers
by *wuffering humes further removed
from the city, but equally accessible and
reasonable.”

That, indeed, would be go, if Mr. Par-
sons alone had the shaping of the thing.
But, alas, he hasn't.

The real estate man is the person who
must be considered in working out this
sort of sociological problem. If you can
go from city hall to Harlem in 15 min-
utes for a nickel, you must pay the real
estate man for that privilege,

The subway has already sent wup
prices out of proportion to its present
and promised benefits. If a rent-paying
New Yorker moves far away from the
crowded section to an “equally acces-
sible” one, he will undoubtedly find




540 .

The Public

Beventh Year.

the rent much higher, for here light and
sunshine are salable things that com-
mand good prices. !

It seems that the poor and those of
moderate means are those who really
suffer by the subway, which otherwise
may be considered a blessing.

Does it seem just to tack five or ten
dollars on a man’s rent because he
lives “within a short distance of the
subway”?

Or are we all in such a hurry that ten
minutes saved each day is worth ten
dollars a month?

No, indeed! Thereare thousandsand
thousands of us who will be content
to lose ten minutes and save ten dol-
lars. ,

It would be interesting to know what
Mr. Parsons thinks of this phase of th2
actual present. It is no dream, as a
great army of tenants can bear witness,
The tone of the city is not only uplift-
ed, but rents are so much so that this
item of living is causing grave concern.

That the subway tavern has had its
first throbbing “rough house” may not
be exactly relevant here, but the
thought occurs, if a man can become
fighting drunk in the “Bishop's tavern,”
or any other subterranean rum shop
along the line, why should not some
provision be made for housing him un-
derground while he is helpless or irre-
sponsible? A series of bachelor hotels
would meet this emergency,

And, having hotels under ground. why
not moderate rent flats and the like?
Probably we could live cheaper there,
argd not only be “a short distance from
the subway,” but actually in i{t.—N. Y.
Evening Telegram, of November 2, 1904,

CHRISTIANS AND CHRISTIANITY.

Exiracts from a sermon preacled in the
church of the Advent ( Episcopaly, Bir ming-
ham, A'a, Nov, 13, 14, by Rev., Quincy
Ewing, Text, 2 Cor, vi:l. :

When we consider the tremencdous
effect upon the world of 19 centuries apo
brought about in three brief years by
the one sublime Christ-lite—a life be-
gun in a manger, schovled at a carpen-
ter’'s bench, and ended on a cross—it is
impossible not to conclude that the
world of to-day is as bad as it is, be-
cause the millions who have called
themselves followers of Jesuz Christ
have not been followers of His in any
true sense; have not been followers of
His in the sense that they have actually
striven against what was hateful to
Him, and actually striven for what He
held dear.

Aye, the men and women of the ages
gone have been willing to do anvthing
for Jesus Christ—willing to shout for

Him, and pray to Him, and wrangle

about creeds for Him, and burn heretics
and witches, and murder infidels, for
Him, and carve rich altars, and build
great buildings in His honor; they have
been willing to do anything to prove

‘that they were saved by Him—any-

thing, except to work with Him for the
world's mora] regeneration; anything.
except to take Him seriously as a moral
leader; anything, except to consecrate
their lives, humbly, honestly, heroically,
to the service of those Divine-human
ideals of everlasting righteousness,
without which there would never have
been any Christ, or any need for one!

Can any student of history fail to
know that the Christianity of this world
for 19 centuries has been mostly make-
believe? At one time, hundreds of
ecclesiastivs meeting in solemn assembly
from many lands, from across seas and
deserts, to shake their fists in one an-
other's faces over some abstruse point
of questionable metaphysics; at an-
other time and place, hundreds of
“those having authority” parading to
the tune of “Onward Christian Sol-
diers,” clad in queer sorts of head-
gear and gorgeous robes, with multi-
tudes looking on awe-struck, or else as
at some curious show; thousands of
lights blazing on thousands of altars;
thousands of masses and prayers paid
for and mumbled, the earth over, to get
human souls out of purgatory; thou-
sands of priests in their confession-
boxes, forgiving sins; thousands of
preachers in their pulpits, explaining
the difference between faith that is
saving and faith that isn't saving, or
shouting down one mode of applying
the water of baptism, and shouting up
another; iniquity black and rampant
everywhere!—and one man in a thou-
sand, one womnan in a thousand, if so
many, in any generation, really striv-
ing to do the work that Jesus Christ
wants done: the work that He, Himself,
did do, frowned on by every make-be-
lieve religionist of His time!

No wonder the Ten Commandments,
delivered first {o a horde of semi-
barbarians, are still mocked at and
trampled down in the world's most civ-
ilized centers! No woncer men with
clubs in their hands must be stationed
at our street ccrners to enforce them;
and stone and steel structures erected
at great coat in all our towns and cities
to shut up their violators—in spite ot
the police and the patrol wagons!

Jesus Christ claimed to be the world's
Redeemer and the world’s Savior, He
hasn't saved it or receemed it. And
yet His claim was a pood one as He
made it. It was a claim He had the
right to make; for, unless this tragie
and iniquitous world is redeemable and

saveable by the truths and principles
He taught and lived, it is not redeema-
ble or saveable by any principles or
truths man’s brain cdn think or man's
heart can feel. He never expected to
save men or redeem them by fiat—by
any mere thing He did, or could do, in-
dependently of what should be done by
them. The world isn't saved and isn't
redeemed by Christ, because it has de-
clined to accept Him as Redeemer and
Savior in the only way He can be uc-
cepted; because in their aims and am-
bitions and deeds the vast mumber of
His disciples have refused to be His
fellow-workers; because through all the
generations of the so-called Christian
centuries, the supreme energy of so-
called Christian disciples has been de-
voted to ends and aims which have had
no more bearing upon any moral iceal
that can be associated with the life and
teaching of Jesus Christ, than upon the
topography of the moon!

And what is true of the past genera-
tions is true of our own., We are most
of us just merely make-believe disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. We are most of
us just merely playing at Christianity,
—ten, a hundred, a thousand times mors
interested In aims, ambitions, plans,
things, destined to vanish and die, so
far as we are coocerned, when the dirt
falls on our coffins, than we are in the
service and the glorification and the
triumph of those eternal principles ol
right, justice, truth, taught and lived
by Jesus Christ,—destined to abide
while God abides, and to fix our status
in this universe while the universe
lasts.

If we want something easy in religion,
we can have it—but not fellowship with
the Man of Nazareth. There is nothing
easier than to play at Christianity;
nothing eazier than to be a make-be-
lieve Christian in this cay and genera-
tion,

There is nothing harder than to take
Jesus Christ seriously; nothing harder
than to be His disciple in sincerity and
truth and deed. The churches, to-cay,
are partially dead, and are getting rap-
idly deader, because make-believe
Christianity is approaching the evening
of its long day and playivg out. The
world is getting tired of it, and its repre-
sentatives, themselves, must tire'of it
ere long. Fiction must at last give way
to fact, sham be routed by reality, in
religicn, though sham and fiction go
with ease, and fact and reality witlr
hardness, The latent heroism of the
human soul must awake—and soonet
perhaps than scme of us expect—and
assert iteelf in demanding a real re-
licion to meet life’s real neecs, and

-
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solve its real problems. Let it not be
supposed that any old-fashioned revival
can put new life and warmth in our cold
churches. They will be warmed and
made more alive on one condition, and
one only—that the Christ professed and
preached about and prayed to, become
the Christ worked with, for the defeat
of what Is iniquitous to-day and for-
ever; for the trlumph of what is right-
eous to-day and forever!

A CHINESE VIEW OF WOMANHOOD.

A speech made by his excellency, Mr.
Wong Kal-Kah, vice commissioner gen-
eral from China to the Louislana Pur-
chasa exhibition, at the banquet of the
Natlonal Paint, Ofl and Varnish associa-
tlon, served in the Southern hotel, St
Louis, October 15, 1903, as a finale to the
agsoclation's sixteenth annual convention,
reprinted from the report of the proceed-
ing's of the conventlon,

L.adies and Gentlemen: In appearing
before you this evening I canmot but
{eel some difidence. It is an acknowl-
edged fact that no foreigner has ever
spoken before an American audlence
with any degree of self-confidence, be-
cause you are a nation of born orators.
In our country we do not speak. We
write. An orator's excellence is meas-
ured, not by the amount of water he
drinks at a speech, but by the amount
of paper he spoils. For the last 20
vears I have concentrated my energies
in manufacturing waste paper, and to
be transported suddenly to this coun-
try, and to try to drink water, you will
appreciate the difficult task I have en-
<countered. . .

The other day Mr. Mellier and Mr.
‘Green kindly asked me to attend the
banquet. I accepted with gladness.
Then they said I must say something.
So I asked them: “What shall I say?”
“They sald any subject would do. Now,
¥you will see this is a large order; al-
though It is nothing to them because
they are accustomed to handle large or-
ders, but it puzzled me sorely. How-
ever, 1 made up my mind to boycott
business, that I would mnot touch on
that subject, and with your permission
1 will not do it. There are two reasons;
first, I am not & business man myself;
I know nothing about business, and to
-display my ignorance before the tal-
-ented assemblage of the best American
business men would simply create more
Jaughter on your part; secondly, you
have had so many business meetings
that yow would like another subject, a
gort of a change. However, I could
not make up my mind as to my subject.
But, in coming here to-night, after get-
ting Into the room, I found my sub-
Ject. It came by inspiration. The sub-
Ject 1 am going to take up will be:

“The Ladies of America.” (Applause.)
That you will agree with me is the
sweetest subject mankind can think of
And in looking over this assemblage of
the representative type of American
womanhood, in looking at this bed of
roses, smiling as they do, that beauti-
ful, exquisite flower, the most beauti-
ful and exquisite God has ever perfect-
ed for the enjoyment of mankind—in-
spiratior will come to the dullest. I
want to tell you what a foreigner thinks
of the American women.

It s education that has made Amer-
ican women. The American women
have made America—because good
mothers bring up good children; good
children grow into good citizens; and
good citizens will, by their united ef-
forts, contribute to the grand success
of this glorious republic. But educa-
tion has made men and women more
than that. It is due to the American
women that the world comes to appre-
ciate the true beauty, the ideal beauty
over which the old and modern artists
raved in vain, and which the sculptors
have given up in despair, after wasting
tons of material. What is true beauty?
It i8 not only in the beauty of eye, in
the. gracefulness of form, in personal
adornments, but it is in intellectual
beauty, the beauty that is the outcome
of educatlon. That is what American
women have shown the world. Beauty
without mind is inanimate; but Amer-
ican women, by their education, have
reached that high standard of beauty,
that high ddeal; and, more than that,
the American women have lifted them-
selves up to that sphere which men, in
thelr conceit and arrogance, always
claimed as their own. (Applause.) The
American women, by their education,
have entered into all walks of life, not
only in business but in politics. And, it
a foreigner’s judgment is of any ac-
count, I think they make as good if
not better politicians, than men. (Ap-
plause.) But education goes beyond
that, even. It has enlarged their minds;
it has inculcated altruistic ideas; they
are not content with enjoying the lib-
erty and freedom they have now, but
they want the sisters of all the world
to enjoy the same liberty and freedom.
I their eyes the eastern women, espe-
cially the Chinese women, are like many
a flower that is “born to blush unseen
and waste its sweetness on the desert
air.” No doubt, to a certain extert,
they are right. But permit me to say,
as a representative of the Celestial
kingdom, that, while our women do not,
it is true, show their beauty in society
or in public gatherings, nor do they
permit their sweetness to pervade the

atmosphere of bangueting hall or ball-
room, what little beauty and sweetness
they have they lavish unstintingly on
their husbands, their fathers, their
brothers and their children. The home
is the paradise of the Chinese women
(applause), and children thelr steplad-
ders to fame.

Now I want to tell you something
about the education of Chinese wom-
en. As girls they are educated, that is,
those who can afford it, the middle and
upper classes. They teach them firstto
sew, and to read the Chinese charae-
ters, to write, tp play on instruments of
musie, to educate their voices by sing-
ing and then to embroider; then they
take the books our sages wrote about
women, and the lives of famous women.

Our sage laid down three golden rules
for the guldance of women; first, they
must obey their fathers, before their
marriage. Now, that rule is carried
out faithfully. Very seldom, if ever—
and I may say I never did hear—of an
instance of a disobedient daughter. So
that rule stands, and Is workable. The
second rule: When the girl is married
she must obey her husband. (Ap-
plause.) Well, gentlemen, I am sorry
you have wasted your energy. My wife
not feeling well and not being present
here, I can speak with more freedom.
The second rule was never carrled out.
(Laughter.) We give a great deal of
credit to our sage as a moralist, as a
scholar, but when we read of the sec-
ond rule, we thought he was & very
poor student of human nature. And
history does not tell us whether that
rule was framed within the sacred pre-
cincts of his home, or his club; nor
does history say that the rule was
framed with the consent or even knowl-
edge of Mrs. Sage. We fathers take
very little trouble about that rule. We
try to instil it into the minds of our
daughters, but do not take the trouble
to see the rule carried out. That is the
business of the husband. Now, it is
human nature that, before the sweet
joys of a honeymoon are on the wane,
the struggle for supremacy in the
household is entered upon and settled;
and we may safely say, contrary to the
aphorism of Napoleon, the victory as a
rule perches on the banner of the weak-
er sex.

As to the third rule, when the hus-
band dies the widow must obey the first
child. That is only figuratively speak-
ing. It is not asked that a mother
should obey the child, but it means
that the mother should acknowledge the
child as the master of the house.

Any of you who have traveled in
China, and have been to the interior,
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will have noticed stone arches here and
there, countless, Some are finely pol-
jshed, with beautiful carvings and in-
scriptions; some but rough, plain stone,
with simple inscriptions. These are the
arches dedicated by distinguished Chi-
nese to their mothers, It is through
their sons that Chinese mothers get
fame, because the conditions of life ex-
clude women from public life. Itisvery
touching to read these inscriptions by
the dutiful sons who consecrated them
to their mothers. And these arches are
always held in reverence, Even during
our internecine wars the rebels and im-
perial soldiers always leave these arches
intact. Very few arches are dedicated
to fathers, because we believe men have
all the chances of making themselves
distinguished. Even when the arches
erumble, the stories of the virtuous life
of women will always be remembered
by Chinese, because one generation tells
another of the deeds and virtues of
women of the preceding generations.
All this is what made China last solong.
So we owe Lo our women, too, as you to
yours, the long continuance of our em-
pire.

While I am speaking on that I ought
to correct an erroneous impression of
the world in general about Chinese
_binding their feet; that is, the world
thinks Chinese mothers are devoid of
patural instinct in making their little
girls suffer the cruelties of having their
feet bound. But that is not so. Our
mothers have as much love for their
children as any other race; but the foot-
binding is a fashion. How that fashion
started nobody, not even a Chinese
scholar, was able to explain clearly.
Some say it was due to an empress of
a former dynasty. She was a very
beautiful woman, but she had a club
foot, and to hide the deformity she
squeezed her other foot to the same
size, and that started the fashion. It
was ever after followed, up to the pres-
ent. That empress lived about 1,500
years ago. The present dynasty is
Manchu, The Manchu women have
large feet; the Chinese have small—not
only as a fashion, but as a sign of gen-
tility, showing that she has to do no
work. And the mothers, in their anxi-
ety to see their daughters well matched
and well married off, are obliged to re-
sort to having the feet of the daughters
equeezed to an unnatural size, because
there is a larger demand for small-
footed women, and that demand must
be supplied. The mothers themselves
have small feet, and they suffered as
much when the process was being op-
erated upon them. So it stands to rea-
son that they knew the paio and suffer-

ing of having small feet. Still they
feel obliged to practice the same cruelty
upon their daughters, because they want
them to be well married, into higher
families.

On the incoming of the present
dynasty, one of our best emperors, who
reigned about 200 years ago, issued an
edict abolishing the binding of feet.
Do you know what that edict cost? A
rebellion in China. All the women in-
stigated their husbands to rebel. And
the emperor saw his mistake. After
that edict was out for three months he
had to recall it. !

But of late the fashion is changing.
We have now another edict from the
empress dowager, issued last year, ex-
horting the gentry to tell the peaple to
stop the practice, That edict has a good
influence, Also, the intercourse with
foreigners has an influence that is be-
ing felt by all the people in the differ-
ent ports. Of course it takes some time
to get the people in the Interior to come
to the same opinion. But the Chinese,
once they are on the move, never stop;
and I think our women move as fast as
our men; and it would not surprise me
if in ten, fifteen or twenty years at the
longest the fashion of foot-binding will
be dropped entirely., Our women will
at that time begin to import Paris
gowns, and take to tight-lacing (ap-
plause), because their life would be
dull without a fashion; and fashion is
a tyrant, more tyrannical than the most
despotle monarch. Fashion decides—
from which there is no appeal.

As I said, education makes American
women, and [ think you will agree with
me that no country can advance with-
out having their women educated,
China can be no exception to the rule.
Last year I had the honor to serve as
secretary under the prince sent by our
emperor to congratulate King Edward
VIIL. at the coronation; and in going
through the different countries the
prince was especially impressed with
the advanced state of the English and
American women. On his return home
he submitted to the throne a memorial
drawing up a plan of educating the
Chinese women, and that plan was un-
der serious consideration. Two or
three schools have been started already,
and the rest will follow. I do notthink
it will be very long before all Chinese
women will be educated in a practical
manner—not the little education they
are receiving now; and the time is com-
ing when all the women of the world
will be educated. Then the American
women will have their desire to have
universal sisterhood and that time will
arrive before universal brotherhood, be-

cause women are lass selfish than men;
they are more sympathetic; the feeling
of self-interest appeals less strongly to
them, and that day of universal sister-
hood will come, and when it does come
all the stones in the world will be re-
guisitioned to build a monument to do
honor to and to perpetuate the fame of
American women. (Applause.)

Make things, do things, be things;
and don't fuss and scramble.
’ : A . T. P

BOOKS

MASS AND CLASS.
Mr. W. J. Ghent, author of "Benevo-
Tent Feudalism,” explains his reasun lor

the title he gives his new bouk
(Mass and Class; a Survey of Scoial
Divisions. New York: The Mau-

millan Company), lest he may be
suspected of having plagiavized from
Mallock’s Classes and Masses. The
explanation is needless. Mr. Ghent's
title is expressive apd appropriate, and
that is enough. His sovial philosophy,
somewhat satirically put forth in his
previous book, is here presented in the
form of serious exposition; and one of itz
principal features is its judicial defenss
of the socialistic notion of class con-
sciousness—the theory that men act tu-
gether as a mass in classes, acvording
to economic class-interesis. This the-
ory, whicl is the antithesis of the theor:
that the general tendency of social
progress is on the whole in accordance
with moral ideals of universal appli-
cation, is the corner stone of mud-
ern sociallsm.

By taking human hi¢tory or expe-
rience in detail merely, and pushing
aside all the details that indicate ideal-
istic devotion, a plausible case may be
made for self-interest as the mainspring

- of individual success and social advance.

So, also, may this self-interest be made
plausibly to appear at its best as clase
interest, if only the predatory classcs of
history be considered. But much more
is needed than anything yet put forth
in socialistic literature, including Mr.
Ghent's very interesting and judicial
Masgs and Class, to demonstrate that
the economie class-conscious theory of
cocial development has a scientific
basis.

That there is such a thing in human
nature as class-conscious idealism—rec-
ognition of class ideals instinctively—
no one disputes. In the face of nation-
ality in peoples, denominationalism in
religion, alma materism in education.
and so on, the fact would be too great
and obtrusive to be denied if anvone
cared to deny it. But that there is
such a thing as class conscious self-in-
terest—instinctive recognition of in-
terdependent individual interests—is
not so clear,

There are, indeed, things that resem-
ble it. The most impressive ipstance is
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to be found in the apparently conscious
solidarity of the so-called propertied
classes. Socialists call thls “capital-
istic class consciousness,” and infer from
it that the caplitalist class may be
fought with and overcome by awaken-
ing in the working class a similar class
consciousness.  But capitalistic class
conscivusness depends upon menial ap-
prehensions of a kind that are entirely
alien to the working classassuch. John
Randolph of Roanoke put the whols
thing into a sentence when he said that
nothing is more timid than a million
dollars, except two millions. In other
words, the so-called capitalistic class con-
sciouzness is nothing but a panic pro-
duced by individual tears of loss of in-
gividua] accumulations. It is a social
disease, Threaten the safety of vested
interests, and you frighten every un-
intelligent investor, little as well as big,
They become like a fluck of sheep run-
ning after the bell wether, This is not
because they are concerned for the in-
terrelated interests of their class. It iy
because each is concerned for his own
board,—and directly so and not through
apy sensitive class nerve. They are not
one whit more capitalistically class con-
scious than are the non-capitalistic moh
that flock after them in order to get or
1o keep backsheesh.

To call the panicky fears of capitalists
class consciousness, and infer from It
that the working class can be awakened
to consciousness of their economic inter-
ests as a whole, regardless of more ob-
vious and immediate interests as indi-
viduals, is to build on a quicksand.
Surh workingmen as are governed by
motives of self-interest naturally strive
to get into the capitalist class, not to
destroy it. Their individual selfishness
always has and always will (so far as
socialist literature brings to light any-
thing to the contrary) blind them to the
fact that an injury to one of their class
is the concern of all of that class. They
are incapable of merging individual
selfishness into a class selfishness.

This is characteristic, not of working-
men especially, but of the quality of
gelfishness. Selfishness is the most
individualistic of all psycholegic forces.
Workingmen are not peculiar; it is only
that they are men before they are
~ workers. As men they are swayed by
their personal. and not their class, in-
terests, and in the long run by universal,
rather than by class ideals, if by ideals
at all. When class interests seem to
sway them it is really class ideals, and
not class interests,

Socialists themselves are living ex-
emplifications of the error of their the-
ory of class congciousness. They are
devoted not to their own self-interest,
nor to that of any class whose benellts
they can hope to ehare, but to a =ocial
ideal which cannot be realized by any-
body until long after they have gone
into the oblivion which their material-
Istic philosophy also teaches.

Mr. Ghent thinks, along with the
“scientific’” cult ot socialists, that morals
are generated by economic class interest.
Yet he demonstrates no more at best
than that economic class interests check
and temporarily modify moral ideals,
But that is nothing, No one" dis-
putes the Dbad influences of selfigh-
ness upon ldeals. Does not every
man in his own individual lif-:
check and modify the development of
his own moral character by giving way
to econvmic temptations? Showing that
classes and nations and races alvo give
way to economic temptations falls very
far short of demonstrating that moral
force is generated by economic condi-
tions.

There are indications in his book that
Mr. Ghent does recognize, even if vague-
1y, that moral ideals are moditled to
human apprehension, rather than gen-
erated, by economic conditions. Re-
ferrirng in a note at page 24 to the Amer-
ican agitation for the Cuban war, which
he attributes to “"an awalened sense of
justice and humanity,” he adds this ex-
planation: “It happened that there was
no adverse economic motive prevalent
at the time zufficiently strong to ob-
struct the exercise of this altruistic
motive.,” There is a similar indication
at pagre 108, in a comparison of the Brit-
Ish agitation to abolish West Indian
slavery with that for the amelioration
of factory conditions in England.
Shafteshury is quoted as complaining
that the non-conformist religionists,
who had been the mainstay of the anti-
slavery movement in the West Indies,
were rot troubled about white slavery
at home, and Mr, Ghent observes: “[t
did not confliet with their economic
interests.” This is no more than say-
ing that men incline to morality unless
overcome by economic temptation. [t
fs in direct corfiet with the theory
that morality itself originates in the
self-interest of dominant classes,

OlLscuration of moral principles, dis-
tortion of moral ideals, retardment
of moral progress, are inceed explained
by evonomic temptation, whether indi-
vidual, elass, national or racial; but
moral principle cannot ®e so accounted
for. No social philosophy that rests
upon  individual, eclass, national or
racial self-interest can long survive its
academic intancy, The real social con-
flict is not between classes, Tor yet na-
tions norraces. Like the analogous con-
flict in the individual, it is between two
psychologic forces—selfishness on one
side and perceptions of ideal justice
on the other. Selfishness makes
for evil and tends to social destruction;
ldeal justice makes for good and tends
to social upbuilding. Not through seif-
ish class consciousness, but through
moral pereeption and devotion to moral
prineiple, is real social progress to be
achieved and made secure. Class in-
terests and associations may in greater
or less degree obscure moral perception

and put moral courage to the test; but
the clearer the perception and the
stronger the courage, the more are class
lines disregarded and all class-conscions
selfishness abhorred.

No one who has read Mr, Ghent's
Benevolent Feudalism and liked it, will
turn from Mass and Class with
disappointment. The Jighter touches
of the former book are of course lack-
ing, but there is no retrogression. The
book is direct, simple, clear, strong,
honest and judicial, Whatever may be
said of its philosophy, its motives and
method are above criticism, The Amer-
ican reader who would get aglimpse
of socialism from a sympathetic but not
unbalanced American pen, can hardly
find at the present time a better voluma
for his purpose,

PERIODICALS.

The Delineator, published by The
Butterick Publishing Co., New York,is a
good example of the steady advance of
fashion periodicals to a high level cf
literary and artistic merit. The omly
criticism we have to offer to its excel-
lent December number is that its illus-
trations are worth better presswork,

Reviewing Edward Atkinson's book,
Facts and Flgures, the Nation of No-
vember 10 says: “Incidentally Mr. At-
kinson brings out a fact that is litile
known-—that the proportion of persons
employed in great factories is diminish-
ing. . The tendency is encourag-
ing, and we may share Mr. Atkinson's
hope that the small craftsman, being of
some intelligence and independenca,
may be induced to attend to the evidence
which proves how they are hampered by
the present tariff.” J.H.D.

If all the people in America who senil
and receive telegrams could be induced
to read Mr. Lusk's article on the Aus-
tralian Telegraph System in the No-
vember number of the North American
Review, it would seem that it might
be an easy matter to convert a majority
to the adoption of a similar system of
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‘“ GRAFT.”
Will the Modern Hercules Conquer ?

government management over here, in
connection with our postal service. The
contrast is too glaring to escape action,
it people only knew about it. The arti-
cle, with its simple statement of facts,
is overwhelmingly convincing. J.H.D.
Edward A. Ross, who lost his posi-
tion as professor of €ociollogy in Stan-
ford University, and now occupies a sim-
ilar position in the University of Ne-
braska, begins a series of articles in the
New York Independent of November 10.
The prezent article Is entitled the Valua
Rank of the American people. ‘It is
quite possible,” says the author, “that
in 1860, before the Great Killing and the
Great Dilution, the human stuff here
was some carats finer than It is to-day.”
He attributes much debasing of the
electorate and an aggravation of the
strife between labor and capital to the
flood of immigration, which he calls the
Great Dilution. “Free land,” he &says,
“is gone, and the fact that nowadays the
hegira of the ambitious is all to the
man-sifted town instead of to the spa-
cious prolific frontier may be fateful for
the American element in our popula-
tion.” J.H.D.
Mr. William Morton Payne has a most
interesting article in the October issue
of the International Quarterly on the
Letters of H. H. Taloe, two volumes of
which have appeared both in English
and in French. Mr. Payne calls our at-
tention, among other traits, to the inde-
pendence of Taine as a young professor.
The atmosphere of tha official education-
al establishment and the suspicious

watchfulness of his superiors finally |-

forced him, as Mr. Payne says, “to let
£ his moorings and cast himself adrift.”
A sentence about Taine's attitude to-

wards the verdicts of universal suffrage
ie worth quoting. “He accepted,” says
Mr. Payne, “the verdict of universal suf-
frage as binding, however, blind and cor-
rupt its exercise, providing it determined
the form of government only, and did not
seek to trench upon those personal

! rights which he strongly maintained to

exist anterior to society.” J.H.D.

NOTICE TO READERS.

If you have been reading The
Publie on trial, this notice may in-
terest you. Your regular sub-
scription for three or six months
or a year, if sent in before January
1, 1905, will begin at once and con-
tinue until three or six months or
a year, as the case may be, after
January 1, 1905. Thus $2 will give
you the paper from receipt of your
subsecriptien until January 1,1906;
$1 will give it to you from receipt

of subscription until July 1, 1905: I

and 50 cents will give it to you
from receipt of subscription until
April 1, 1905. The same offer is
open to all persons not already on
the regular subscription list of
The Public.

The Public

Is a weekly review which prints in concise and plain
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorid
bias, all the news of the world of historical value. Itis
also an editorial paper. Though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with Its news sccounts, it
has ofa . based upon the
principles of radical democracy, which. in the columns
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Yet it makes no nreten:iunl to lnmlibﬂ[t, either {n
opinions or In statements of fact; it simply aspireztoa
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paper contalns a department of origiral and selected
miscellany, in which appear articles and extracts upoa
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worth Liling.
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