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Among the many explanations
of David B. Hill’s promised with-
drawal from politics, the most en-
<ouraging is the suggestion that
he has been made to realize the fu-
tility of expecting preferment un-
der Parker should the latter be
elected.

It has been assumed that Hill
would be Parker’'s Secretary of
State, and it is difficult to see how
that appointment could be re-
fused him. In the public eye Hill
has for two years appeared to be
Parker’s manager. He has stood
out in bold relief as the party
leader on the conservative side of
the reorganized Democracy. He
and Parker are fellow workers of
old in politics. Parker’s meth-
ods preceding the nomination
were the familiar Hill methods.
For'these and other reasons it
would seem to be impossible for
Parker to refuse Hill the recogni-
tion that Garfield gave to Blaine.

Yet it may be that Parker has
bad no such purpose. It may be
that Hill’s overshadowing atten-
tions have been unwelcome. It
may be that Hill has been an in-
truder instead of a manager. Color
of probability is lent to this infer-
ence by the fact that Parker sent
hig 8t. Louis telegrams to Shee-
han and not to Hill. It may
be therefore, that Hill, scenting
bumiliatjon from afar, has decided
to make the best of it by a mag-
Danimous withdrawal of the bur-
den of his personality which Par-
ker has been staggering under.

If this js indeed the true ex-
Planatiom of the Hill episode,

there may be reason to hope that
in his letter of acceptance Judge
Parker will sutiiciently encourage
the democratic-Democraey of the
country—not by platitudes, but by
courageous pledges—to see in the
whole gituation a vonvincing sign
that the reorganized Democracy
is after all something better than
an organic office-hunger. A belief
that Parker is not the alter ego of
Hill would be much in itself; but
it must be supplemented, to be ef-
fective, with a conviction not only
that Parker is not of the tribe of
such political gamesters as Hill,

| and stands for Democratie prin-

ciple in the abstract; but also that
be has the courage to identify
himself with purposes and poli-
cies in furtherance of that princi-
ple, and the disposition to ally
himself less with the plutocratic
and more with the democratic
elements of his party.

—

Another hopeful thing about
the Democratic situation is the
possibility of the nomination of
Edward M. Shepard by the Dem-
ocrats for governor of New York,
Mr. Shepard is not an all-round
radical Democrat. He could not
properly be called, even in the
truest sense of the word, a radical
in any respect. His temperament,
his training, his professional and
other associations all tend to
make him conservative of existing
adjustments and fearful of sud-
den disarrangements. But in
principle he is a democrat. And
though in practice a conservative
who would ineline to over caution,
his tendency is steadily toward
the uttermost goal of genuine de-
mocracy. Considering that Mr.
Shepard is a man of great ability
and undisputed probity, the fact
that he is politically unwelcome
to the plutocratic elements of the
party is highly significant. At a
time when the line between plu-
tocracy and democracy is not

clearly drawn, the shrinking of
the distinctly plutocratic classes
from any man of ability and hon-
eaty when he looms up in polities,
i in itself a certification to that
man’s democratic tendencies.

Bhould S8hepard be nominated
by the Democrats for governor of
New York, with the hearty ap-
proval of Parker, it might go far
toward reconciling she democrat-
ie-Democrats of that State to-:a
national ticket which has not ap-
pealed tothem—which,indeed, has
repelled them. We do not mean
that it would draw back those
Democrats. who in disgust at the
plutocratic atmosphere which has
enveloped the Parker candidacy,
have committed themselves to
third parties. This element, which’
might have given great strength
to the Democratic party, is irre-
trievably lost so far as the present
campaign is concerned. But there
are many democratic-Democrats
who, belonging to the party or-
ganization, have felt that they
must retain their connection with
it, realizing that other campaigns
are coming—men whose view of
the complex situation is repre-
sented nationally by William J.
Bryan and Tom L. Johnson. It'is
difficult work for these men to
hold their following together in
support of Parker. The following
of such men is an intelligent fol-
lowing. It cannot be shifted now
this way and now that, as a lead-
er dictates. But everything that
occurs to give true democratic
color to the Parker candidacy
makes the task of the Bryans and
the Johnsons, little and big, all
over the country, an easier task.
Shepard’s nomination for gov-
ernor of New York would be one
of these things. And if that could
have the background of a cour-
ageous democratic declaration
from Parker in his letter of accept-
ance—something . which would
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ring as true and seem as cour-
ageous to the democratic-Demo-
crats as did his gold standard
telegram to the plutoeratic Demo-
crats—there would be something
for the leaders of democratic-De-
mocracy to work for with hope for
the future, and with enthusiasm
and effectiveness in the present.

Eastern Democrats are at pres-
ent threatened with future men-
tal suffering, by John P. Hopkins
and Roger C. Sullivan, of Chicago.
These delectable Democrats as-
sure their Eastern coadjutors
not only that Illinois will give its
electoral vote to Parker (which po-
litically is proper, since they are
responsible faor Illinois), but that
Indiana is a *“sure thing” and
that prospects are bright for Ne-
braska, Colorado, Montana, Ne-
vada and Utah. ‘When Hopkins
and Sullivan return to Illionis,

which they themselves have made

hopeless, they will doubtless re-
port bright prospects in another
quarter. They can't fool Western
Democrats with glittering predic-
tions about such Btates as Illinois,
Montana and Colorado; but they
might arouse " enthusiasm over
prophetie victories in Maine, Mas-
sachusetts and Pennsylvania,

Municipal-ownership advocates
who object to municipal opera-
tion, might profit by an object les-
‘won in Union county, New Jersey.
There is a trolley line in that coun-
ty, in the region of Roselle, which
is owned by the county but oper-
ated by a private corporation. Be-
hold the result. The private cor-
poration has a lease which is vir-
tually perpetual; the fares cannot
be regulated; phe private com-
pany is as masterful and arrogant
as if it owned the property of
which it is only a tenant: and the
county mnot only furnishes the
trackage and other line equip-
ment, but keeps them in repair,
The net benefit, therefore, to the
county is nothing, minus cost of
erecting and maintaining the line;
to the operating company it is the
sitme as private ownership, plus
the advantage of having a line fur-
nished and maintained for it free
by the county.

Traction is not the only subject
regarding which Union county,
New Jersey, affords valuable ob-
ject lessons. This is one of the lo-
calities in which even the water
supply is furnished by a private
corporation. Water, gas, elec-
tric lighting, street car service,
steam car service, trolley service
—all but the one county-owned
trolley line—are under private
ownership, and all are under pri-
vate operation. Union county.
therefore, is a place where the
beauties, comforts and gener-
al perfection of private enter-

prise in the management of
public utilities may be ex-
pected to shine forth. But it

doesn’t shine. The character of
the water service in comparison
with cities that own and operate
their water supply may be in-
ferred from the fact that in this
region of abundant water conven-
iently located, the charge for serv-
ing a cottage is over $30 a year.
And as to “graft,” what is the
graft of the graftiest political
grafter in comparison with the
enormous graft of the owners of
this Union county water priv-
ilege? Nor is it a matter alone of
graft and dear service. The own-
ers of this water supply privilege
dominate both political parties
with a degree of arbitrary power
which might make any mere po!
litical boss envious to distraction.
Look to it, you who are doubtful
of the wisdom of municipal owner-
xhip and operation of municipal
utilities! Investigate the wretch-
ed experiments in private owner-
ship and operation of Union coun-
ty, New Jersey, before you close
vour minds to the successful ex-
periments in public ownership and
operation elsewhere.

Two or three weeks ago it was
announced that Eugene V. Debs
had been requested by MeClure's
Magazine to reply to ex-President
Cleveland's defense in the same
periodical  of his  action in
the Chicago strike (p. 1935), and
that  the magazine had  been
obliged to reject Mr. Debs’sarticle
becanse it was abusive, What pr-
ports to be the same article has

now appeared in the Socialist pa.
pers,—among others, in the Chi-
cago Bocialist of August 27. As
it is there printed, we fail to find
anything in the Debs article that
can fairly be characterized as
abusive. It is certain]ly not as
abusive as Cleveland's. Contro-
versial it is, and overwhelmingly
destructive of Cleveland’a defense
of his action. But if this consti-
tutes abuse, Mr, Cleveland should
be wrapped in parafine paper and
put in a glass case where he may
be admired but not “abused.” Me-
Clure’s was under no obligation to
print any reply to Cleveland.
There are good reasons why it
should have refused, for it is do-
ing vigorous and valuable work
against plutocracy at great risk
and may be pardoned for avoiding
further risk. Besides, the pub-

 lication of Cleveland’s article may

be justified on the business ground
that it would largely enhance the
demand for the magazine, where-
as, on the other hand, Debss
would have little or no effect of
that kind, if, indeed, it might nor
be prejudicial. But nothing can
excuse the rejection of Debs's re-
ply as abusive. if it was not more
abusive than its present publica-
tion shows it to have been.

It is a great mistake, we beg to
remind both the confident con
servative and the impatient pro-
gressive—a very great mistake,
to suppose that the Henry George
movement, because it makes little
or no organized display, is mak-
ing no progress. In one way and
another, here in advancing legis-
lation and there Tn developing
public sentiment, in one place
cradely, in another timidly, in
a third boldly, but everywhere
persistently, this movement is ad-
vaneing with leaps and bounds,
though many there be who hav-
ing ears hear not and eyes se¢
not. TIts advances in Australasia,
in Great Britain, in Canada, anl
even in the United States are no-
table; but in Germany it is sup-
posed to have made none what-
ever. Yet now come reports from
(iermany which show that even
there, crudely and without
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premeditation but unmistakably,
it has been silently gathering
force until now its beneficent ef-
fects are manifest and its single
tax characteristics obvious.

A very good though unfriendly
editorialexplanationof this devel-
opment in Germany may be found

- in the New York Evening Post of
August 23d. We reproduce it in
the Miscellany Department. The
editorial is based upon a German
municipalities’ report made at a
British conference on housing re-
forms. It appeared from this re-
port that Germany has adopted a
thorough policy—paternalistic in
many features, but impregnated
nevertheless with the individual-
ism of the single tax—of munici-
pal land-purchase,
.ning, site control, building regu-
lations "and taxation of vacant
lands on the outskirts of towns.

That public sentiment even in
conservative New York, iafeeling
the effect of this irresistible ten-
dency toward encouraging build-
ing by exempting buildings from
taxation and discouraging land
monopoly by concentrating taxes
upon sites in proportion to their
values respectively, is evident

from a real estate news article in |

the Brooklyn supplement of the
New York Herald of August 29,
That article tells of the exasperat.
ing rise of rents along with, and
even ahead of, advances in publie
improvements. It appears that
Jrooklyn rents have in some
places risen within a few months
from %15 to $20 2 month; from $18
To 8227 from $15 to $23; from $13
t0 $23.50, and 8o on. These appall-
ing inereases are explained in the
article by a real estate owner
wWhom the report quotes as fol-
lows:

The new bridge, the contemplated
Blackwell's island bridge, and the
Pennsylvania tunnel, with its promised
improved facilitles, have made a boom
over all Long Island. The rush of peo-
Pie early this year out of New York has
mace houses valuable. [He meanssites,
va"mlr':e. for houses do not rise in value.
:‘hﬂ! they tend in that direction, new
10uses are built to compete with them.
But vou can't build new sites. Conse-
Guentiy it is sites, not houses, that rise.]

street plan-

Therefore rents have jumped. Small
houses “'for perzons of ordinary cireum-
stances” atreasonable rents are eagerly
snapped up, which shows them to be a
good investment. Few men who are
employed in wnis city live in the coun-
try from choice. [t s the penalty they
pay for being fathers. But rents are
bound to be abnormal here because the
price of land Increases by leaps and
bounds. There is a plece of land [point-
ing to a wooded tract] that has trebled
in value in less than ten years, and they
are growing corn on it! There i8 one
farm on the west, another property on
the east, two large tracts on the north.
And if the owners of these and other
tracts could be made to let go thelr
holdinges at reasonable prices there
might be hopee of cheaper homes, Cer-
tain families hold their lands at from
$4.000 to $12,000 an acre, if anybody de-
slres to buy; but when the assessor
comes around the value sinks amazing-
ly, the rate being fixed at from 12 to
17 per cent.of the price it would bring at
auction. These complaining tenants
you speak of have much of justice on
their side. 1 feel that this persistent
rent raising will result In a decreace of
population. 1If, however, we could
reach the influences that are causing
congestion in & territory where thou-
sands of acres of land are totally unoc-
cupied or unprofitably used, it would do
much to cheapen the cost of land. Take
an instance: [ am paying on my house
and lots on a valuation of $4,000, more
than 70 per cent. of the selling value.
Across cne street is a farm of 16
acres or thereabouts, which Is taxed on
a valuation of about $9%00 an acre. Yet
the family owning it has to my knowl-
edge refused $9.0M10 an acre. What is
true of that farm is true of all the large
tracts around here. Now, suppose the
asszessor in his judement should de-
cide to make the owners of these tracts
pay taxes on 70 per cent. of their own
valuation, what would happen? They
would be compelled to throw their
tracts into the market, because they
could not ralse enough corn on them to
pay the taxes. Then we would have
cheaper land, and ordinary houses could
be built upon them for sale or regt at
a moderate price.

The commion sense of the latest
in a long line of sheriffy of New
York county has called public at-
tention to a scandalous practice
which has endured in that city
decade after deeade for generva-
tions. For the detention of
prisoners charged with crime
under the State law, there has
all this time been a eity jail, collo-
quially known as the “Tomhs.”
The old county prison has sur-
vived, however, and has heen
known colloquially as “Ludlow

street jail,” It has been used as
a debtors’ prison, for be it known
that imprisonment for debr still
exists in New York. If by hook
or by erook it can be made to ap-
pear that a debt is tinctured
-with fraud, plump goes the debt-
or into Ludlow street jail, there to
stay, unless he can give bail not to
leave the county on pain of mak-
ing his bondsmen liable for the
debt, until he divests himself of
every tangible aid to getting a
new start in the world. There are
instances of incarceration in Lud-
low sireet jail for debt for
vears and years. And the in-
carceration is mnot in the
company alone of unfortunate
debtors. While the State does
not detain in this jail persons
charged with erime the Federal
government does. That govern-
ment detains its accused pris-
oners in county jails. Conse-
quently those prisoners in New
York go not to the “Tombs,” but
to “Ludlow street jail.’ As a re-
sult some of the most seductive of
professional criminals, the coun-
terfeiter class, are brought into
close daily intercourse with unfor-
tunate debtors. It would not be
easy to contrive a better plan for
educating eriminals. With profes-
sional counterfeiters for the fac-
ulty, and wunfortunate debtors
(romewhat unscrupulous, per-
haps, or so believed to be) for the
student body, this college of crima
onght to rank high. And no one
has ever tried to break it up. Fed-
eral judges and county sheriffs
have come and gone, each patron-
izing the crime-breeding institu-
tion, thoughtlessly, of=course, un-
til Sheriff Erlanger, now in office,
puts down his _foot and cries
“Stop!” His method is very sim-
ple. It could have been adopted
long ago, and would have been if
officials had felt any sense of re-
sponsibility. He has merely had
the Tombs declared officially to be
a county jail; and now he notifies
the Federal anthorities that their
prisoners must be placed in this
county jail or they will not be re-
ceived by the sheriff at all.

All that is necessary to justify
thie people of Chieago in condemn-
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ing the proposed traction exten-
sion ordinance and its sponsors
(p- 305), is now at hand. Judge
Murray F.Tuley’s careful analysis
of its provisions and exposure of
its  iniquities is in  itself
enough. His ability and sincerity,
for which his reputation is estab-
lished beyond question, are a
guarantee both of the good faith
and the soundness of his objec:
tions.
never spoken, Mayor Harrison's
treatment of the Referendum
League’s protest should be a suffi-
-cient warning to the public to ac-
cept this ordinance with the ut-
most caution. If the ordinance
were not corrupt, the Mayor, as its
-«chief official champion, would
be under no great temptation to
descend to the level of the buffoon
and indulge in the pettifogging
which characterizes his response
_to the Referendum League. Their
protest is dignified and argu-
mentative, and as the protest of
the useful organization that has
secured every public policy peti-
tion thus far voted on, it was en-
titled to respectful consideration
at the hands of the Mayor of the
«city. Instead of that, the mem-
bers are regaled with artful
-dodging and insulted with vulgar
abuse. When the chief magistrate
-of a great city can find no better
response to a respectful protest
against a public policy which he
proposes, what is to be thought of
that policy—especially when it
involves a violation of his pledges,
and, as Judge Tuley pointedly in-
timates, its success would enor-
‘mously enrich a traction ring at
the expense of the city?

"GRAFT IN SOOIETY—A NEGLEOTED
BREANCH OF HISTORY.

Historians have often passed
over the interesting stories that
tell what far-reaching results
often come from apparently insig-
nificant circnmstances. Clodius one
evening takes a drop too much,
goes forth on a lively venture and
perhaps changes the course of his-
tory. This has got into the books,
but is the exeeption. The Duchess
of 8o and So becomes miffed at
Lord Blank and can command

But if Judge Tuley had |

enough votes to turn the scaleand
oust the government. Only a be-
lated diary will tell this inside
history. 7The wife of Senator Sim-
kins gives a function; and social
cards are played soskilfully thata
bill is killed at the punch-bowl, or
amid the waving palms of the con-
servatory. Such things bappen,
but they are told neither in digni-
fied history nor in the Associated
Press.

What paper publishes the fact
that Mayor Timkins lunches five
days in the week with A. B. Tom-
kins, president of the Crown City
Water Works? Itmay be that the
water works transgress their char-
ter, give muddy water and charge
what rates they please; it may be
that some officious citizens protest
—but what does it amount to?
Timkins lunches with Tomkins.

It is disagreeable to be suspi-
cious and cast aspersions. And
society’s functions are jolly and
delightful. The son of C. D. Gos-
ter, president of the Crown City
Railways Company. dances the
mid-winter German with the
daughter of thecity attorney, Cap-
tain Foster. And besides, Lieut-
enant Governor Gloster lunches
with President Goster whenever
he comes to the eity. TheLieuten-
ant Governor is a countryman,
more or less green, and he is much
flattered at lunching in the swell-
est clubs with the elegant Goster.
How can the city attorney put
heart into a suit against the com-
pany for not doing the .agreed
amount of paving, seeing that his
daughter has given all her heart
to the president’sson? Orhowcan
the Lieutenant Governor fail to
throw his influence in the legisla-
ture on the side of his friend, the
elegant Goster, who has been so0
nice to him? What in fact is the
chief function of the elegant Gos-
ter? He himself once whispered it
to an intimate friend. It is to be
nice to lientenant governors, may-
ors, councilmen, ete.

The following story is authen-
tiec. The Crown City Hardware
Company is one of the mammoth
establishments of the world. Tt
does an enormous business in all
parts of this great country and
even abroad. The Crown City
Hardware Company enjoyed most
valuable switch-track privileges
on varions streets. One day an
influential new member of the city

council was sitting in the office of

a certain lawyer, who was as eager
as the new member to do some-
thing startling and distinguished.
The question arose of the “pull”
the Crown City Hardware Com-
panyseemed tohave,and the attor-
ney happened to know how it came
about, and on what slender thread
of right the pull hung. So these
two patriots and champions of the
people’s rights then and there de-
termined to make a test of the
matter. Of course the C.C. H.
Company pretty soon got wind of
this intention. And how did the
president and manager circum-
vent the obnoxious inquiry? To
cut short a long and touching
story Mr. and Mrs. New Member
and Mr. and Mrs. Attorney found
themselves invited to dinners and
receptions which had been pre-
viously longed for with far-off eyes.
The gates of the social heaven
were suddenly opened to them;for
Mrs. President and Mrs. Manager
were both high upin the ranksand
the two together could make a go
of anybody they would take up.
Thus did the investigations of the
switch-track  privileges cease.
There are more ways in the great
world of graft to get things done
or not done than by the mere vul-
gar fashion of paying actual cash.

Besides the happy parties tothe
deals, only those who are privi-
leged to catch oceasional faint
whispers from the inside canever
know how many appointments,
elections, passings of ordinances,
and non-enforcements of laws, de-
pend upon pattings on the back in
the shallow fellowship of clubs
and the social swim. For just as
personal . likes and dislikes, per-
sonal slights and favors have, as
we may read in old diaries and
memoirs, turned the fates of kings
and governments, so to-day the
personal associations of modern
society play their part in our all
absorbing games of-graft and am-
bition.

J. H. DILLARD.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, September 1.

s

It appears from the reports of
fighting at the seat of the Russian-
Japanese war (p. 327), which, how-
ever, are not altogether trust-
worthy, that the Japanese have
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shifted their agctive operations
from 1’ort Arthur to the region of
Liaoyang in the north. It wasre-
ported on the 27th that the direct
attack upon Liaoyang had then
begun; and on the 28th that Gen.
Kouropatkin had been driven back
into Liaoyang, where he was mak-
ing desperate resistance to the ad-
vances of the Japanese under
Kuroki from the east, Oku from
the south and- Nodzu from the
west. The fighting is described as
furious, with some 300,000 Japan-
ese against 200,000 Russians. At
latest reports the engagement had
become general and the battle was
still being fought.

Port Arthur was undergoing at-
tack (p. 327) on the 26th, according
to official reports, notwithstand-
ing the circumstances which had
shifted the center of interest from
Port Arthur to the larger opera-
tions-in the north. The condition
of the Russians at Port Arthur
was reported on the 28th as des-
perate. Since that date no news
of these operations, at all trust-
worthy, has been received.

Besides the international inci-
dent at Chefoo (pp. 309, 324),
somewhat similar complicatione
have arisen at Shanghai. The Rus-
sian cruiser Askold, and their tor-
pedo boat destroyer,the Grozovoi,
took refuge in Shanghai for the
purpose of undergoing repairs,
But they did not disarm, as the
Japanese discovered upon sending
a warship into the harbor to in-
vestigate. The Japanese, there-
fore, threatened, if they persisted
in refusing to disarm, to capture
them in the port. Thereupon the
European powers interfered, and
in their behalf an American man-
of-war anchored hetween the Rus-
sian and the Japanese ships.
After much international agita-
tion on the subject the Czar, on
the 25th. ordered his vessels to dis-
arm, and they aceordingly did so.

The civil warin the Sonth Amer-
ican republic of Paraguay (p. 327),
has not subsided, although the
bombardment of Asuncion has
been abandoned. In explanation
a Paraguayan representative of
the revolutionary party states
that the government had taken
cannon from the city's fortifiea-
tions and lodeed them in front of
the private houses af revolution-

ary sympathizers, so as to force
the insurgents to fire in that direc-
tion. The same representative as-
serts that the object of the insur-
rection is to overthrow a minority
government which is corrupt. The
insurrection is under the leader-
ship of Gen. Ferreira, who de-
clares that he will accept a pro-
visional presidency only, and that
on the complete extinction of the
present government the insurree.
tionists"will elect a non-partisan
government, The conflicting par-
ties are known as “coloradoes” or
‘“reds,” and “liberals.” The “colo-
radoes” have been in power since
1873, and are charged with ex-
treme partisanship.

In Uruguay a revolutionary
war between conflicting parties,
“coloradoes” or “reds,” and “blan-
cos” or “whites” has been in prog-
ress for six or seven months. The
causes are much the same as those
that have produced the insurrec-
tion in Paraguay, the “colorado™
party in Uruguay having been in
power since 1865. News of an im-
portant and probably decisive bat-
tle between the government forees
of Uruguay and the Uruguayanin-
surrectionists  was expected at
Buenos Ayres on the 25th, but no
such news is vot at hand. On the
28th, however, in Argentina
waters, the government forees at-
tacked an insurrectionary forco
on a steamer, capturing the vessel
and killing and scattering the
troops, Because this was in Ar-
gentina  waters, the Argentina
government has protested and it~
diplomatie relations with Urn-
guay are strained.

The political sitnation in the
United States has been disturbed
during the week only by the with-
drawal from politics- of ex-Sena-
tor David B. Hill, of New York.
On the eve of his 61st birthday. the
2Rth, Mr. Hill published from Al-
bany an announcement that on
Jan. 1, 1905, he would retire from
polities; that he never would run
for an elective office again; that if
the Democraey is snecessful in the
Btate of New York and the nation
he will accept no appointment at
the hands of the President ar Gov-
ernor, and that he will relinquish
the leadership of his party in his
State.

In a letter of the 24th to John

G. Milburn, c¢f Buffalo, Judge
Parker explains that part of his
aceeptance speech (pp. 289, 295) in
which he discussed the Philippine
question. Mr. Milburn had called
attention to criticisms of Judge
Parker’s use of the word “self gov-
ernment” instead of “independ-
ence,” and in his reply Judge Par-
ker says:

You are entirely right in assuming
that as I employed the phrase “self-
government” it was intended to be
identical “with independence, political
and territorial. After noting the criti-
cism referred to by you, I am still un-
able to understand how It can be said
that a people enjoy self-government
while another nation may in any de-
gree whatever control their actionms.
But to take away all possible oppor-
tunity for conjecture, it shall be made
clear In the letter of acceptance that I
am in hearty accord with that plank
in.the Democratic platform which ad-
vocates treating the Filipinos pre-
cisely as we did the Cubans, and I also-
favor making the promise to them now
to take such action as soon as it can
prudently be done.

Wm. J. Bryan made his first
political speceh of the campaign
at Nevada, Mo., on the 30th, at a
gathering of 6,000 persons. In
the discussion of national issues
lie stated that his plan is to appeal
to the Democrats who believe ns
he does on publie questions to sup-
port the national ticket this year,
in order to remove the issues that
stand in the way of the consider-
ation of economic questions, these
issues being imperialism, militar-
ism and the race question. He ar-
rued that those issues, brought
into the political arena since 1896,
have interfered with the calm con-
sideration of domestic problems.
Referring to the personality of the
candidates he exclaimed: “Give
me a President who stands for
peace in preference to a President
who stands for war.”

An attempt by workingmen to
organize a new Demoeratie party
at a national convention ealled to
meet in Chicago on the 29th (p.
279 was not suceersful in point
of numbers. The informal conven-
tion was presided over by T. C.
Wilson, of the laundry workers”
union; and the platform proposed
by T. C. Quinn and adopted by the
convention, wag as follows:

The wealth producers of the United
States of America regard the Declara-

e T ST .
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tion of American Independence as the
great charter of human iiberty and its
author as the greatest philosopher and
most constructive statesman of any
age or time. In convention assembled
‘we pledge ourselves to carry forward
in letter and spirit both the Declara-
tion and the political philosophy of its
author, and to this end we protest
agalnst either of the two old political
parties belng given power over the
American people. Both partles are
but the mere hirelings of plutocracy
and the instruments by which the
fundamental democracy of our country
is being assassinated and the masses
of our people reduced to a condition of
serfdom. Recognizing the Impractica-
bility of launching a new political
party this year, first, owing to the
shortness of time, and, second, to the
Dresence in the canvass of two candi-
dates representing the highest type of
personal integrity, intellectuality and
progress, Thomas K. Watson, candi-
date of the People's party, and Eugene
V. Debs, candidate of the Soclal Demo-
cratic party, we at present deem it best
to confine ourselves to the work of or-
ganlzation on the llnes laid down by
the Chicago organization, with the ad-
dition that sald organization will be
conducted on the principle: (1) that
labor produces all wealth, (2) that all
wealth belongs to those who produce
it, (3) that every law enacted in sup-
Tort of the institution diverting wealth
from its natural owners into the pock-
ets of parasites should be immediately
repealed, (4) that the emancipation of
wealth producers must come as Jeffer-
son would bave it, through increased
liberty, not as any of our present polit-
ical parties wish it, through the enact-
ment of more laws, which must lead to
A greater paternalism and a recurrence
of the present or worse condition.

The name of the projected party
is the Jeffersonian Democracy.

Another third party, the Con-
titnental (p. 279) was organized at
‘Chicago on the 31st, with Gen.
‘Charles H. Howard, of Illingis,
for President and George H. Shib-
ley, of Washington, I, (', for Vice
President. Its platform declares
in favor of reeiprocity, the gov-
ernment issuance of money, gov-
ernment ownership of railwavs,
the right of labor te organize, an
vight-hour day, a direct primary
election law, the election of Pres-
idential electors by Congressional
districts instead of by States, an
income tax, and a ten per cent, tax
on vaeant ground.

Stiate conventions of the Peo-
ple’s party were held on the 31st
in THinois and Indiana. The for-

mer nominated James Hogan for
governor of Illinois and the latter
Leroy Templeton for governor of
Indiana.

An answer to Mayor Harrison's
proclamation ecalling upon op-
ponents of the proposed compro-
mise ordinance extending traction
franchises in Chicago to get up a
petition against the ordinance or
be regarded as approving it (p-
305), was made on the 26th by the
Referendum League, as the repre-
sentative of those voters who last
Spring sustained the public policy
petition it had submitted against
extending traction franchisen.
The document is dignified and im-
personal. and makes the following
points of objection to the Mayor's
proposition:

1. The question could not be sub-.

mitted at the approaching Fall elec-
tion because the full quota of ques-
tions will be on the ballot at that time
under petitions already nearly com-
plete. '

2. A petition for the Fall election
could not be used at the Spring elec-
tion, and would therefore be valueless
for that purpose.

3. Petitlons procured now would be
subject to attack if verbal changes
were meantime made In the proposed
ordinance. ’

4. The time allowed would be too
short to procure & petition of 100,000
signatures. Furthermore, “it {s unrea-
sonable and unfair to demand that
those who approve of an existing and
constitutionally expressed publie: pol-
icy shall get up a monster - petition to
sustain it every time some official as-
sumes it ought to be changed or would
like to take some actlon contrary to it.
Yet this I8 the position of the Mayor
on the question at issue. The reason-
able and fair course would be to refuse
any franchise grant unless and until
the traction companies or those who
favor a franchise flle a petition placing
the question on the ballot and show that
the people are willing to reverse their
former position. In other words, the
expense of a petition (at least several
thousand dollars) and all the labor of
circulating It should be borne by the
people who want to see the franchise
granted, and not by those who are op-
posed to it and have already been put
to this expense and secured the present
public policy vote against it.” Refer-
ence is made also to the Mayor's
pledge, when a candidate for reelec-
tion, in which he made the *following
declaration inconsistent with his pres-
ent policy:

As Mavor of this city, T do not regard the
signing of pledges to separate bodies as ex-
actiy a cignitied proceeding, and for that

reason must deciine to affix my name to the
Pieige you sent me.s I can say 1his, how-
ever, that In every speech I am making in
the present campalgn I am callicg a“ten-
tlon to the recessity of the refererdum on
all proposed franchise extension ordi-
nances, and am giving my piedge to tre
people direct to withhold my approval
from any ordinance which does mot give
to the people a right they expect and de-
mand, viz.: A referendum vote on all fran-
chise extenslon ordicances passed by tne
City Council.

In conclusion the League’s protest is
as follows: “In conclusion we submit
that the Mayor's proclamation Is i
direct conflict with the position of more
than a majority of the members of the
City Council, who have in writing
pledged themselves as follows: ‘I
hereby pledge myself to be governed
in all my official actlons by the will of
the people, as expressed by the major-
ity of those voting the ‘Little Ballot’;
therefore, I will oppose the passage of
any orainance for the settlement of the
traction question unless the same shall
have been submitted to the voters of
Chicago and shall have been approved
by a omajority of those voting
thereon. ™

‘Mayor Harrison has made no
formal response to this protest,
but through an interview on the
28th, in the Record-Herald, which
supports him in his poliey of en-
acting the proposed ordinance
without a referendum on it. and
may therefore be presumed to have
reported him fairly, he said:

At the last election the “little ballot”
proposition of immediate munieipal
control had 121,957 votes for and 50,807
against. At the same time there were
four candidates, and, in general, two
opposing platforms. Mr, Cruice was
the acknowledged champlion of the im-
medlate municipal control ides, and
the people favored him with less than
10,000 votes. Then there was a gen-
tleman on the Soelalist ticket, a dyed-
in the-wool blown-in-the-bottle advocate
of immediate mumicipal control. He
got about 10,000 votes. Graeme Stew-
art was a settlement man, and he re-
ceived 138,000 votes. I also was run-
ning on another settlement platform,
and I was given 146,000 votes. In
other words, the candidates who
favored a settlement of some sort or
other received 284,000 votes, while the
immediate control candidates received
about 20,000 votes. The settlement
candidates polled 284,000 votes, while
the “little ballot” proposition for im-
mediate municipal control received
only 120,000 favorable votes. In se-
lecting me for Mayor; did the voters
repudiate my platform? They knew
my views, expressed, as they had been.
in half & dozen annua] messages and
in hundreds of campaign speeches.
Did they elect me to carry out the
promises I had made, the policy T had
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sald I would follow if made Mayor
again? One hundred and forty-eight
thousand voters elected me, presum-
ably to carry my platform into effect.
Am [ to disregard their wishes and do
what the 20,000 who voted on the “lit-
tle ballot"” proposition ask? Wouldn't
that be rather much of & minorty
rule?

In the same strain Mayor Harri-
8on continued:

The referendum ldea has been placed
before the people heretofore as an
academic proposition. Now I propose
to place a tangible proposition before.
the voters. I propose to give them a
vote on a specific ordinance, and they
will get it it those gentlemen with
lungs will stop their shouting long
enough to rustle around and get busy
with petitions, They make two com-
plaints. They say that only three
questions can be placed on the mnext
“little ballot,” and that these ques-
tions are about decided on by petitions
now in circulation. They say that if
these questions do not go on the ballot
faith will be sadly broken, and yet one
of these questions Is “home rule in
taxation.” They might as well ask
the voters if they like three meals a
day. They say they haven't time
enough to get the requisite 100,000 sig-
natures. Let "em get to work and stop
hollering. The trouble with 'em is
they're too fond of distributing what
Stanley Kunz, in immortal words,
called “the bunk.” I am not peevish.
I am not critical nor captious, but sim-
ply as a seeker for Information let me
ask, “who is the Referendum League?”
What membership has it? As a
searcher after truth I make this re-
quest, “'Gentlemen, produce. Show to
a curipus world the roster of your
league.” I have heard it said that five
men constitute the league. Say it has
fourteen members. Are they golng to
run me as they see fit? They produce
mo arguments. They get on the house-
tops, beat the tomtoms, clash the cym-
bals, and make a deuce of a roar, but
that is not argument.

At a meeting on the 27th of the
executive committee of the Muni-
cipal Ownership convention,—a
delegate body composed of repre-
sentatives of the labor wunions,
turner societies and other organ-
izations of Chicago.—a resolution
was passed denouncing Mayor
Harrison's franchise extension
poliey, and further declaring
that—

it is the sense of this body that every
individual and every organization in
the city should cooperate with this con-
vention not only to secure municipal
ownership, but to emphasize the force
of the popular will as expressed at the

o N oot

polls, to the end that a republican
form ot government shall be preserved.

Judge Tuley, the distinguished
chancellor of the Chicago bench,
whose judicial fame is of the high-
est order, has deelared himself on
the same subject. In a lengthy
and carefully thought-out inter-
view in the Chicago Examiner of
the 31st he said of the “little bal-
lot” vote of last Spring against
franchise extensions, that he had
“thought that no Council would
ever dare to attempt the passage
of a franchise ordinance without
a referendum after that vote.” He
added: “That a Council should
contemplate doing that now is
astounding.” To the proposed
ordinance itself Judge Tuley’s
specific objections were as fol-
lows:

1. The ordinance destroys hope of
municipal ownership,

2. In the plan of commuting the un-
expired franchises it gives the company
more than it is entitled to.

3. It 18 indeflnite as to what the
city would have a contract right to
take over at the end of the thirteen
years, .

4. It is misleading in its attempt to
waive the rights of stockholders under
the 98-year act, which cannot be done.

5. It would leave the city in an in-
terminable tangle to the advantage of
the traction company at the end of the
thirteen years, with the Inevitable re-
sult of another twenty years’ extension
of the franchises.

6. It glves the traction company un-
questioned right of way In the streets
over every other form of transporta-
tion and traffic.

7. 1t gives the company a valuable
concession In the right to sublet the
use of its trolley poles.

8. It glves the company the right to
a five-cent fare for twenty years with-
out power to regulate fares on the part
of the city.

9. It gives the company the right to
a “package and parcel” frelght busi-
ness in addition to the passenger busi-
ness,

10. It practically suggests a parcel
room in cars that the company might
also collect for some parcels the peo-
ple now carry free. This is possible,
notwithstanding the provision allowng
ordinary hanabags and parcels in the
hands of passengers free,

11. 1t sets a fictitious and out-
rageous value on stub ends of fran-
chises to the disadvantage of the pub-
lic.

12, Tt practically puts the appraise-
ment of the property, in case the city
undertalies to buy, in the hands of Fed-
eral judges to the exclusion of State
juiges.

13. It does not provide for lower
fares or a means of ever lowering
them.

14. It turns the compensation into
the city treasury to be used to the
advantage of the general taxpayer, in-
stead of the users of the street cars.

15. It does not create a sinking fund
to enable the city to buy the lines at
the end of the franchise period.

16, It would leave the city worse
off at the end of the franchise period
than now, and with not a dollar on
hand to pay for the lines.

17. It contracts away a.. the city’s
general powers and binds the city
down with all the detail of a cutthroat
building contract. ,

18. It reduces in some cases, Instead
of increasing, the transfer of passen-
gers.

19, It takes away from the people
the opportunity to acquire the street
car lines—an opportunity that will not
return.

These are some of the things in the
ordinance, briefly stated, to which I
object as a citizen who feels a deep
interest in the concerns of my people.
I gee that this is the time for the
people of Chicago to get municipal
ownership of the street car lines, and
I cannot remain silent in the face of
this undertaking to prevent that ac-
complishment. The people can get
municipal ownership now if they pre-
vent the passage of this ordinance.
They can prevent its passage by bring-
ing the great weight of public opinion
to bear against it. If they fall to do
that, municipal ownership will have
gone bevond thelir reach.

' NEWEB NOTES.
—The American Microscopical society
closed Its session at Buffalo on the 25th.

—The telegraph cable from Seattle,
Wash., to Sitka, Alaska, laid uncer the
act of Congress of 1903, and 970 miles in
length, was completed on the 28th.

—Edmund J. James, president of the
Northwestern University (Methodist)
at Evanston, Ill., has accepted the preei-
dency of the University of Illinois (a
State institution) at Champaign.

—Murad V, 6f Turkey, who was de-
throned in 1876 on allegations of in-
sanity and thereupon succeeded by his
brother, the present Sultan. Abbul
Hamid II, died in prison at Constaati-
nople on the 30th at the age of 64.

—At the Democratic convention for
the Territory of New Mexico, at Las
Vezas on the 26th. Geo. P. Money was
nominated for Territorial delegate to
Congress by 117 votes over ex-Congress-
man Jerry Simpson, who received 36.

—The Rt. Hon. and Most Rev. Randall
Thomas Davidson. D. D.. K. C. V. O.. lord
archbishop of Canterbury and primate
of all England. arrived at New York on
the [27th pn . the steamship Celtic, ac-

——— r
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companied by his wife and tne vicar of
Windsor.

—The city of Binang, in the prevince
of Laguna, Luzon, was almost totally
cestroyed by fire on the 27th. One hun-
dred persons, including many women
and children, perished in the flames, and
it Is estimated that fully 5,000 of a total
population of 7,500 were rendered home-
less,

—The National Asroclation of Retail
Druggists was adjudged on the 31st at
Chicago by Judge E. F. Dunne to be
guilty of contempt of court in having
blacklisted a dealer In whose behalf an
injunction had been granted. Judge
Dunne imposed upon the association a
fine of $2,500.

Professor Uphugs’ statue of Frederick
the Great, to be presented to the United
States by Emperor William (vol. v., pp.
97, 1566) was packed on the 26th at Berlin
and shipped to Hamburg. It will be for-
warced to America by one of the Ham-
burg-American line steamers, consigned
to Ambassacor Von Sternburg.

—The Japanese government has is-
sued a proclamation regarding the de-
velopment of gold fields recently dis-
covered in the province of Iwate. For-
elgners estimate that these flelds will
yield gold to the value of $500,000.000.
and they are now preparing tostart min-
ing operations. It is estimated that the
annual yield of the mines will be $15,-
000,000, °

—At a session of the United Garment
Workers of America on tie 25th at Buf-
falo, Henry C. White, formerly general
gecretary, and well known nationally
in connection with iabor union affairs,
was expelled without a dissenting vote.
He was charged with writing articles
in favor of the “open shop"” and of de-
serting the strikers in New York. Mr.
White admitted resigning as general
secretary rather than participate in the
strike, which he regarded as unwisec.
but denied that he favors the “open
shop,” his position being that the
‘“closed shop” should be established and
maintained by the influence and power
of the unjons themselves and not by
forcing employers to agree to it.

PRESS OPINIONE,

THE CHICAGO TRACTION QUESTION.

ch-sn‘sr.'ai) Chicago Examlner (Dem)),
Aug. 31.—No other man in Chicago occupies
siich an enviable position of universal re-
spect and eonfidence as Judge Tuley, His
iong career on the benck hus been singuiar-
Iy fruitful In honor. He has a natlonal
reputation for the accuracy of his decisions,
and for his clear and impartial mind. Hore
in Chicago, too, we know him as a sincere
patrior singly desirous of the good of the
commiinity. and raising his volee in public
only for some cause of public weifare,
Wkhen such a4 man warns us that very grave
danger ig contiined in the scheme that the
Chicago ity Rallroad and its agents are
tryving to put through the Council it bes-
Fooves ug to give the matter the most care-
ful attention. . . . Trke whole (ssue is
whether the Counci §s to pass a frauduient
act that gives away the cliy's gireets for-
ever. whether we are to tolerate this mon-
strous swindle and infamous device,

I inaividuals or to tke public.

whether we are Lo have municipa] owner-
ship or private pillage, and wnaether the
pevpie or the corporations are tu ruie,
This is the issue, and we 8ay agaln that no
c¢lty In this country has faced a graver one,
Judge Tuiey evivent.y thluks it is of the
uimoest importance, and we commend to the
most carctul readlng his momentous utter-
ance upon it

A MALIGNANT
(Hearst's)
AUE, ti.—Wwe have nol B.ways been uo.e 10
commend the offictal acts ana the poidey
ol Mayor Harrlson, but we have, ln com-
mon wiln ine great majorncy of the pevp.e
of Chicago, esieemed hlm a man of hus
word. . . . Herewlfore, we bedeve witn-
out exception, he has resolutely stuck to
whatesyer promise he has mmade, whetherta
We be.aeve
iie has taxen a pride in hiz unblemished
recora in this respect, and it has hgen @
Jusunabue pride. . . . How strong, then,
d4iG LuW Slalster must be the InHuénce that
now induces such a man to viclate wil the
piececents of his life and publlc service
uLu Lur Lhe tirst time in his experfence vi-
ofitee a poeage! What is this madgn power
that can do all these rmazing things? That
cunn make aidermen betray their constitu-
encles, committeemen become the too!s
and ugenils of a grasping and tyrannical
trust, public-spirlied citizens like John
Maynasa Harian turn their backs on the
Muelier bl that they Jubored so hard to
secute, po.dticlans risk their polltical fu-
ture, newspapers desert the cause of the
pecple, pub.ae otficers become wil.lug to sur-
renaer the clty's rights to private greed,
law-abldlng persons become willing to sve
anarchy substituted for the basic prinelp.e
of government e¢n which this country hus
stood for more than a century, and Carter
H. Harrison violate a pledge that he had
glven Lo the vorers of Chicago? What tsiy?
Here is something to make us ail stop and
think: What is it that is powerful ensugh
in Chicago to do all these wonders? What
is it that I= stronger than the wiil of the
people expressed at the polls? What i= it
that is stronger than government, stronger
than principle, and stronger than right?

POWER.

THE TARIFF IN POLITICS.

New York Times (ind.), Aug. 27.—The
Democrats may as well Grop the @ariff issue
if they cannot discu it like men with ro-
bust conviction. They will win no votes
by paltering with the subject. This is a
year for piain specch, The voters of this
courtry are without exception adults. The
tariff discussion thus far heard in the cam-
paign seems to have been adddressed 1o a
nursery audience, .« There is no virtue
in proclamations of policy invariably ac-
companied by the neutralizing declaration
that you don’t mean a word vou say. With
the perfect frankness of a friend we must
that that was what was the matter

the tariff  paragraphs «f Judee
Parker's speech of acevpiance. There was
no pledge, no promise. no atfirmative dec-
laration of the Immocratic opposition to
the extortions, the priva avors and pub-
ije outrages of the Dingley tarifl.

New York Evening Post (Ind.). Aug. 26.—1t
the Democrats would appeal 10 the enthusi-
asm of the American people, they must
fight as they pray. Having. In their
exalted moments, declared that protection,
as a principle, is rohbery and works in-
caleulable harm to the people, they shiver
at the possibie effect of their proncunce-
ment at the polls. . . . In & word, they
shuffle an the tariff. . . . Such “Good
Lord, good Devil” talk will not help the
Democratic party in the least. If protee-
tion, as Democratic platforms have so re-
peatediy affrmed, is in its_ very natore evil,
it Is a thing to be got rid of as promptly as
possible. Ifthe party orators shou'd frank-
1v say that, no one would misunderstand
them. . . . The Democrats, if they ate
to make a consistent and effective fight,
eannot rid themseives any too soon of the
{dea that there i anything four them in this
cry for tariff reform with “incldental pro-
tectlon.”  They need to eliminate all
thought of incidental protection. which is
a neressary evil, and not a thing 1o be
gloated over by the Democrats in thig cam-
paign. The fight Ix on the principle, not
nn petty detalls regarding it appiication.
Thre people are not golng to Jdisplay any
enthusinsm over a party which finches
on the eve of battie. No mpoloeies for the
Democratic tariff policy are needed.

Chicago Examiner (Dem.),

NEGRO EDUCATION.

New York Age (Negro), Aug. 25.—Gorged
with the delicavies of nobse but ancient
and remote Hteratures, the cuitivated Afro-
American dispiays, we someumes ihitk,
a fatuous lack of appreciation for tre
actual relations of things in the objective
world, Duliy cognizant of his re.atiuns to
his feliows, he sumetimes I8 feebly respon-
sive 10 the enlightened social conscience
that exacls usury upon his talents. More-
over, you will 1ind him faiiing in apprecia-
tion for the practical ethics of the work-
aday worid, and on occaslon disposed too
lightly to Hout a contract. Notinfreguest-
ly you will see him ied by his seniiments
when he shouid be directed by Lis reason,
He ix more apt to write a “Souls of Black
Folk” than te llve an *Up from Siavery.”
These defects, in no sense racial, but in-
tensely human, are fundamenta.y moral.
They cail, we think, for thorough-going
revision of the course of study in our Afro-
American colieges and universitles. . . .
With Infinite palns, “with pathetic zeal,
they gre stlll making all their students im-
pressionable Greeks and Romans, when in
the main they shouid be making their stu-
dents reflective men and women who, ciear-
Iy understanding the environing social con-
ditions, wish heartlly to serve their feliows
in reasonable ways. Our coileges and uni-
versities are still stimulating and refinin
the imagination; when, concomitantly an
wilh equai devotion, they should he devel-
oping, through the discipline afforded by
such studies as history, poiitical economy
and descriptive sociciugy, the social sym-
pathies and the powers of sustuined rea-
soning.

PARTIEB AND DEMOCRACY.

Thes Detroit Informer (Negro), Aug. 21—
Tt was because the Democraiic party of
anti-bellum days had drified away from
the ideal democracy of Jefferson that
caused its decline and weakerned Its power
prior to the Civil War. 1t was because of
the retrogression and degeneracy of tke
Demaocratic party from Jefersornian prin-
cip!vs that made possible the orgarnization
of the Republican parly to carry out the
idea that *all men are created equal.”™ It
wns heeause the Democratic party fi 3
came to expouse the undemocratic cause of
slavery that caused it= downfal] ard utter
defeat. That the Repubiican party has al-
ready abandoned tke policy of it= fon
and repudiated the Jeffersonian «

was organized to carry Into
proves that history repeats jtseif,
and Davis both declare themselves believ-

ore in that Democracy Known as the Jef-
fersonian, ard, therefore, fuuly jusify the
Nationul Negre Democratic leaguce in of-
fering their congratuiations and support.

HONEST THINKING.

{Indianapolis) Freeman (Negrol,
Aug. 2ZI.—Don't be afraid of an honest
thought if [t happens to run counter to your
former beliefs. Your own saivation, the
=afety of vour country and the progress of
the world depend on the joyvaity of the ir-
dividual to his honest thouxhts. and he is
both a coward and traltor who fears to fol-
low them.

GOVERNMENT IN INDIA.

(L.ondon) India, Aug. 12—The o!d con-
queror clalmed to rule because the sword
had decided that he was the stronger. The
modern conqueror alicges the inferiority
of his subjects in intellect ard ckaracter.
The wisest of British rulers of India have
tried to lay aside the congueror altogether,
and to establish their Empire on the rock
of justice and good faith. Lord Curzon
propos to estabiish the Empire on racial
domination. 1Is it any wonder that his un-
popularity among the Indlars has been ex-
ceeded by none of his predecessors?

SHIP SUBSIDIES.

Columbus (0.) Press-Post (Dem.), Aug.
20— Did it ever occur to you that a ship sub-
sidy would not be needed, if the price of
siee] in thls country were not so high? If
stee] =ells §10 a ton cheaper across the
water, @ man would be a fool to build on
thi= side. Ships are not like rai.road tracks.
They can he moved about.

All great and noble institutions of
the world have come from popular ef-
forts.—Bancroft. '
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MISCELLANY

LABOR DAY SONG.
For The Public. .
American Hymn, “Speed Our Re-
public.”

Alr:

Flag of our Unlon, so proudly unfurled,

Float Labor's greeting to ail the wide
world;

From every nation the busy ones come,

Thrilling the air with the trumpet and
drum,

Ralsing Toil's standard aloft In the sky;

Men, brave and loyal, by thousands are
found

Marching in triumph on Freefdm's falr
ground,

Leaders of Labor whom gold ecannot buy.

Hush for a moment the hum of the mlll,

Let the strong hammer be 1dle and still;

Swp the great reaper on meadow and
plain

While the alr trembles with music's wiid
strain;

Let every list’mer the clear call obey;

This is the time when with one heart and
volce

Men of ail races clasp hande and rejoice—

Builders of nations, not dreamers are they.

Wurld-hanored craftsmen, }our weapons
of pow'r

Never gleamed brighter than in this great
hour;

Never before was the burden you bear

Freighted as now with such deep, salemn
care!

Weavers of !ife’'s wondrous fabric are you;

Clear!y -have natlons their duty discerned,

Lessuns are taught that can ne'er be un-
iearned—

Justice comes holding a guerdon for you.

Justice eternal! thy searchlight so atrm":g.
Quenchless and deathiess must find every

Wrong;

Sweep from our country the crimea we ab-
hor;

Cieanse from our banner the biack stain
of war;

Take slavery's fetter from childhood's
frail hand;

Shatter In frugments the throne of mis-
rule;

_ Send us trud pilots in pulpit and school;
Give to the tollers d free, happy land.
MARY M'NABR JOHNSTON.

WHAT IS AN AGITATOR?

Who are (he “labor agitators” In
Colorado? What is a labor agitator?
Some members of labor unions are la-
bor agitators. In 1894, when the
panic had possession of the country,
there was a political meeting at an
Illinols county seat. The meeting was
held out of doors. One of the speak-
ers saild, when he had concluded a
short speech, that he would be .glad
to answer questions on the issues of
the campaign. Immediately a tall,
well-dressed man sald he had a ques-
tion, and .asked this:

“Yon are one of these labor agita:,

tors, ain't you?”

“| pered.

“Poasithly 1 am,” replied the speak-
er; “but what is a labor agitator?”

“A labor agilator iz a man who
goes about making laboring people

iscontented,” answered the well-
dressed man.

“Does he have to go about? .Can't
he stay in one place and make them
discontented? asked the speaker.

“Of course he can; but some of
them go about making all the trouble

they can.” '
“Yes: that’s true. But aren't you
Mr. ——, manager and part owner of

the plow factory here?”
( “Yes, ] am. What of it?”

“Didn't you cut wages last year?”

“Yes, I did. But I had to cut
wages to keep the factory golng.”

“I don’t deny that; but I want to
ask you if the employes in your fac-
tory were pleased At the cut. Did the
wage reduction make  ‘them com-
tented?”

“No; I can't say it did.”

«It made them discontented, didn’t
it? ! N

“Of course it did.”

“Then if a labor agitator is a man
who makes laboring people disconm-
tented, it seems to me that you are
a labor agitator.’—The Press, of
Helena, Mont.

et ——
————

LET US ALONE. .

Elizabeth G. Jordan, in Harpers
Bazar,tells a very amusing slory of poor
Hannah Rrsser, who was taken for a
drive by an enterprising reporter, “to
get a breath of fresh air and have a
good time.” “I want to get her out of
that tenement room for the first time in
29 years, and to show her the world.
I want her to see the park and the
sky, and the river and the boats on it,
and the elevated trains, and the tall
pew bulldings; and I want to write a
story telllng what she thinks of New
York after her Rip Van Winkle sleep.”

Here is what the enterprisiag lady

reporter ‘wrote in advance, as what
ought to have occurred:
“Hannah looked out over the ex-

panse of water, and tears filled her dim
old eyes; eyes which for 30 years had
gazed upon nothing but the grimy walls
of the opposite tenement and a tiny
patch of blue sky which the great build-
ing could not quite shut off. ‘When I
was a girl,” she said, softly, ‘my hus-
band and I used to sit on the river
bank and see the boats go by. That
was long ago—but this makes it seem
yesterday,’ Her lips quivered a little.”
But here 3 what actually happened:
“Where are we going?’ she whim-
“We have went so far. Are

we in another city? I'don’t feel well.
I think I catch cold, I got some good
medicine in my house wot the Salva-
tion girle give me. It always makes
me well. It cures everything wot 1 got.
Take me back.” .

Here is the finale, as the enterprising
lady reporter had imagined it:

“Good-by,” she said. “Thank you
and God bless you. You have shown
me to-day a glimpse of what I hope
awaits me after I take my next—and
last—long drive!™ '

But this is what happened:

“A long gasp of dedight- fell on Mies
Underwood's ear. It came from the
lips of Hannah Risser. Her face was
transfigured. The listless, sick little
old woman had become an ecstatic
creature, hysterical with joy. ‘Ach
Gott!’ she shrieked, ‘Ach Gott!—there's
my little home. I'm back again. I'm
back again!’ She closed her eyes and
struggled for breath: ‘Ach Gott!’ she
gasped, ‘Gott sel dank!””

The story ilustrates the fact that
people generally want not what is good
for them, not what they ought to have
—but simply to be let alone. That is
the answer of the remonstrant to the
effort of the reformer.—The Woman's
Journal. :

————

IMPERIALISM AND ITS FRUITS.

We need not so much an open door
to trade as barriers to imperialism.

Venice flourished and prospered aLd
her navy commanded the seas mnear
about, bringing her trade that created
her commercial aristocracy and con-
verted her from a republic into an
oligarchy of wealth. When lust for
gain and vaio ambition sent her fleets
against Constantinople, the mighty
power of Venice began to wane.

Rome opened the door of every ad-
jacent land to trade and penetrated
and subjugated far-off Egypt; her
commercialism bred luxury and sensu-
ousness and her imperial army that
had extended her sway over sea and
country, fell powerless before the sav-
age Goth and Hun, '

Carthage, once mistress of the seas,
extended her markets by force of arms,
and Carthage is of value only as a
milestone marking the path of impe-
rialistic wrecks.

Within our own time the fleets of
Spain have swept the seas, but the
armada perished, and with it the
mighty power and prestige of the Span-
ish throne.

Great Britain, mighty mistress of
the seas, on whose possessions the gun
never sets, Is struggling under the
weight of crushing debt that makes
necessary a revolution in her fiscal pol-
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{ey, and which, constantly sapping her
energy, must leave her weak and her
possessions prey to the new disciple of
force rising on the horizon, which in
turn will crumble into ashes,

All along the path of history are
strewn the wrecks of nations which sub-
ordinated right to might.

Only powers based in righteousness
can endure, The lithe limbs falter, the
strong body bencs, the vigorous mind
weakens when man ignores moral law
and is eensual. Sensuality 1s to the
body what imperialism is to the nation.

" Each saps physical greatness and morel
power.

Trade galned at the expense of mor-
ality will finally be pald for in the
flesh and blood of citizens. It has al-
ways been so, it will always be so, be-
cause human agency cannot change uni-
versal law,

The finite mind has its limitations, a
fact which explains in part differences
between individuals. Thus the employ-
er who arrogantly refused to increace
the wages of his employes ten per cent.
a cay, gives away millions for the es-
tablishment of libraries, whereas his
employes had wapted more food tor
their children. Typieally {llustrative
of thls perversion of mind is the case
of the Russlan noblewoman who,
watching the tragic action oa the stage
of a theater, wept copiougly over the
grief depicted there while her coach-
man, eeated without on the box, was
freezing to death. :

We in the United States would repel
as horrible the suggestion that we
make war on Canada for the control
of her markets. Yet we tolerate a war
against the Filipinos, 10,000 - miles
away, waged for no other purpose than
to open the door of trade for us, not to
the Philippines alone, but to the east.
‘We barter flesh and blood for trade,

And whose flesh and blood? Not the
sons of the men who will reap direct
gain from control of the markets of
the Philippines and the east, Not the
sons of tobacco and sugar trust direct-
ors, but the gons of the poor whom
we pay 80 much per month to shoot and
be shot at,

An army of mercenaries is a comple-
ment of imperialism. But these mer-
cenaries are not of the families of the
well-to-co. because they co not need
the money. If we must barter flesh
and blecod for trade, then let gordid
commercialists gend thelr sors. let
them, as Mr. Bryan said, “put their
boys on the auction block and sell
their blood for gold.”

Imperialism and related commercial-
Ism make war a business, They in-
variably produce calloused patriotism,

defeat justice, supplant icealism with

materialism and make mochery of-

virtue.

Imperialism* ¢igs nations’ graves.
But nations see in the fresh heaped
earth the material fruits of the mate-
rial poliey; they co not look bevond it
at the other fruit, created in the same
action—the narrow house.—An Edito-
rial in the Dubuque Telegraph-Herald.

—_—re-———

THE LAND POLICY OF GERMAN
CITIES. ’
An editorial In the New York Evering,
Post of Aug. 23.
At the recent conference on houting

reforms held in the mocel village of
Bourneville, near Birmingham, the
delegates, reprecenting many tcwns,
trades unions and housing associations,
were most interested by reports of the
astonishing progress made by German
municipalities. It was generally agreed
that in the fight for public health and
welfare the German cities had far sur-
passed the English. As a result many
of the proposals of the conference which
are to be laid for immediate action be-
fore municipalities throughout Great
Britain are based upon German expe-
rience and experiments.

Mr. T. C. Horsfall, one of the cele-
gates to the conference, has just pub-
lished in & monograph entitled “The
Examples of Germany' some of the
achievements which aroused such inter-
est at.Bourneville, Credit for them
must by no means be given wholly to
burgomasters and town councilors. Be-
hind these officials there has been strong
government pressure. After long study,
German scientists, engineers, and sani-
tarians have succeeded In interestingthe
national legislature as well as the gov-
erning bodies of the varlous states in a
thorough policy of municipal land pur-
chase, street planning, site control,
building laws, and taxation of va-
cant lands on the outskirts of towns,
The general building law of the king-
dom of Saxony of 1900 is, for instance,
a striking example of state interest
in these questions, as well as an illus-

tration of the thoroughness with which-

the subject is being approached. When
the Saxon ministry became convinced
of the need of new legislation, it sub-
mitted its first c¢raft to various public
bodies, such as the Fire Insurance
Chamber.and the National Medical Col-
lege, the Urion of Saxon Engineers and
Architects, as well as to a number of
state and municipal superintendents of
building and to the chief authorities of
the governmental civisions of the king-
com. At the request of the Saxon par-
liament {t was also laid before a large
committee of coctors, architects, offi-

cials and agriculturists, which ciscussed
the proposals for three cays, and mace
many acceptable changes. After an-
otner revision by a emaller committee,
the bill was laid before the parliament
and unanimously pasced after carefu]
discussion in many sittings.

While this is in many respects a
model measure, under which the Saxon
cities should develop harmoniously and
sclentifically, it has some startling fea-
tures when viewed from this side of
the Atlantic. For instance, section 59
declares that if plots of land are too
small to serve as sites for bulldings,
and the owners do not dispose of them
voluntarily, they must be sold to the
community. In other sections there are
grants to the municipalities of sweeping
powers to redistribute lands, evea
against the will of the owners, should
such lands hinder the carrying out of
the city's building plan by reason of
their form or size or position. Such
unusual powers, which are wholly aside
from the public right of condemnation,
are in line with the most striking fea-
ture of this whole German movement— )
the purchase by citles and communities
of large areas of land upon which to
erect dwelllngs for the poorer classes.
No less than 1,100 communities, large
and small, have now such assured In-
comes from rents of municipal lands and
buildings as to be able to co without lo-
cal taxation, -

So bold and generous is the scale on
which these operations are undertaken
that Berlin has Included land 20
miles from the center of the city in
its new plans for the regulation of
bullding operations., Many smaller
towns have discounted the future and
blocked the path of the conscienceless
speculator by prescribing the nature and
extent of streets and bulldings on out-
side areas six times the size of the towns
themselves. The city of Ulm, in Ba-
varia, with a population of 45.000, has
not hesitated to acquire 4,064 acres
near the town boundaries, Cologne

'owns 1,450 acres, and the corporation

controls institutions which own 8430
acres more, Posen has ten square yards
per head of population; Barmen, 10.76;
Dresden. 14.23; Krefeld, 14.95; KEssen,
17.70. Altona, Charlottenburg, Dues-
selcdorf, Karlsruhe, Chemnitz, Casgel,
have from 23.94 to 59.80. Nine cities,
Stuttgart, Halle, Duisburg, Berlin, Kiel,
Leipsic, Munich, Hanover, Cologne,
have from 59.80 to 119.60 square yarcs.
Berlin has 84.91. Five cities, Frankfurt,
Mannheim, Breslau, Magdeburg, Dort-
mund, have from 119.60 to 239.20 square
vards; and four towns, Aachen, Danzig,
Stettin and Strassburg, have more than
239 20 squareyards. Strassburg, which
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has 364.78 square yarcs to each inhabit-
ant, has proportionately more land than
any other municipality.

Frankfurt-on-the-Main has just taken
a step which has already been es-
sayed by some of the principal German
cities, and which may frankly be
termed socialistic. It is the taxation of
unemployed lands—*"a rate on unearned
increment of value”—much as was urged
by the late Henry George. The town
couneils are permitted by law, anc
strongly encouraged by high imperial
officials, to tax sites which have not
yet been bullt upon, for the amount for
which they could be sold, This policy
has been adopted in Crefeld, Breslau,
Aachen, Duesseldorf, Elberfeld, Char-
lottenburg, Kiel and Wiesbaden—
among other towns., Mr. Horsfall cal-
culates the following results from the
introduction of the system in-Halle:
One owner of building land worth $276,-
750, who now pays a tax of $8.50, will
have to pay $685 a year. Another gpec-
ulator who owns land worth $361,500,
and now pays only $4.26 a year, will be
taxed $895. When this plan was in-
troduced in Breslau in 1900 speculators
paid into the eity treasury in increased
yearly taxes the sum of $76,250. The
following are the rates for increage of
value upon which the Frankfurt-on-the=-
Main town council has decided: No
tax is charged on an increase of less
than 30 per cent.; five per cent. onan in-
crease of from 30 to 49 per cent.; ten
per cent. on an increage of from 50
to T4 per cent.; and 20 per cent. on an
increase of T4 per cent. or more. Buch
effective rating of “unearned
ment”’ has hitherto been unknown, says
the Soziale Praxis, a well-known Ger-
man publication.

The object of the tax is a couble one—
not only to depress the price of lands
and prevent speculation, but directly to
stimulate the buyilding of houses. That
Berlin is about to follow the example of
Frankfurt seems to be evidence that this
policy has demonstrated its "value in
the. German empire. Whether it can
ever be adjusted to meet American con-
ditions is an entirely different question.
But as the record stands it affords proof
of the correctness of an English writer's
gtatement that the German cities have
advanced farther in the direction of
what is known as municipal socialism.
He adds that this is not the result of
political propaganda, but of gradual de-
velopment from their own experience,
under the most expert guidance.

Tommy—Don't you want some of
these cakes, Tottie?

Tottie—What's the matter wiv 'em?
—Chicago Examlner,

incre-

THE HOUSE OF 'LORDS AN[i THE
FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

A HOUSE OF LORDS JUDGMENT AF-
FECTING $20,000,000.

From the news columns of the Man-
chester Guardian of Aug. 2, 1904,

In the'House of Lords yesterday judg-
ment was given in the Scottish ecclesias-
tical appeal, declding the ownership of
property valued at some four milllons
sterling. The actlon stood as that of the
General Assembly of the Free Church
of Scotland and others vs. Lord Overtoun
and others. The case arose out of the
union between the Free Church of Scot-
land and the United Presbyterian
Church, which was effected in Edin-
burgh in October, 1900, In the Free
Church the union was approved by a
majority of 643 against 27 In the General
Assembly, A small number of minis-
terse—about 24 out of about 1,100 be-
longing to the Free Church at the time
of the union, mostly residents of the
Highlands—disapproved of the union,
and refused to enter the United Free
Church .of Scotland. These were repre-
sented by the pursuers and appellants in
the action, and they claimed that they
and those who adhere to them, alone
represent the Free Church of Scotland
and are alone entitled to the whole
funds and property of the Free Church,
which are held by its general trustees.
The successors of these trustees now
hold the funds and property on behalf of
the United Free Church. An alterna-
tive claim of the appellants was to share
these funds and property along with the
United Free Church. The Second Di-
vision dismissed the actlion and gave
judgment for the respondents, confirm-
ing the decislon of the Lord Ordinary to
the same effect. Hence this appeal to
the House of Lords.

The appellants complained that the
Free Church in uniting departed from
the principle of a State establishment
and embraced voluntarylsm, and quali-
fled or abolished the Westminster Con-
fession of 1643 as its creed. On the other
hand the respondents maintained that
these two principles were not funda-
mental principles In the constitution of
the Free Church as it existed from 1843
to 1900, and that the General Assembly
possessed full legtslative power to ef-
fect the union.

THE INCONGRUITIES OF THE SITUA-
TION.

From the editorial columns of tke Man-
chester Guardian of Aug. 9.

The actual facts of the situation to-
day, as described by the Edinburgh cor-
respondent of the Times, are such as
to threaten the religious life of
Scotland with a temporary paralysis
which, if prolonged, might end in ap-

athy. The ministers of 28 congrega-
tions who,‘in opposition to the wishes of
the remaining 1,000 congregations, ars
now in possession of the temporalities
of the Church, amounting to some five
millions of realty and personalty, have
by their victory incurred a burden of re-
sponsibility which it is béyond their
power to bear, They have churches and -
they cannot fill them; they have chairs
and they cannot appoirt to them; they
have pulpits and they have not the men
to occupy them. One may go further
and add that, while they have wealth to
be devoted to causes which they cannot
maintain, they have also causes to main-
tain for which they have not the wealth.
For the home mission halls which they
now possess have, under the terms of the
trusts, to be carried on, but the endow-
ments afforded by these particular trusts
are not sufficient for the purpose unless
supplemented by such voluntary mu-
nificence as the dispossessed majority
alone ean provide., They have too much
for one purpose and too little for an-
other, for they cannot divert the funds’
of one trust to the purposes of another.

Under these circumstances, it is to the
interest as well as to the reputation of
the “Highland Host"” to agree with their
adversary quickly before endless liti-
gation arises over the application of
local and particular trusts. Nay, taking
higher ground, they owe it to that peace
which the world cannot give to mete out
mercy and equity to the unsuccessful
respondents.

THE FREE KIRKERS AND THE WEE
KIRKERS.*

From the editorial columns of The New
Age, of London, for Aug. 11, over the
signature of A, E, Fietcher, ’

Sunday last was a memorable day for
Scotland. Eleven hundred ministers
of the United Free church read to crowd-
ed congregations a manifesto of the na-
ture of a death warrant. According to
the decision of the highest tribunal in
the land, these 1,100 clerics have no right
to the pulpits they occupy, and in a few
weeks' time if the law takes its course
they will be liable to ejectment from
their churches and manses, No event
gince the famous Disruption of 1842
has created a greater sensation north
of the Tweed than the ruling of the
House of Lords in the appeal case
agailnst Lord Overtoun and other trus-
tees of the funds of the Free Church.
When that church federated with the
United Presbyterians four years ago.
and the two bodies became one under
the title of the United Free Church of
Scotland, it was thought that a great ad-
vance had been made toward Christian
unity. There were, however, 27 of the
Free Church ( ministers—old stagers
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hailing for the most part fgom nbséure
Highland settlements—who protested
agalnst the amalgamation on the ground
that it was an acceptance of the volun-
tary principle and a violation of the
constitution of the church as adopted
at the Dieruption. The dissentients
were treated with scant courtesy. An
attempt was made to thrust them out
of the synagogue, and their offers of
compromise were rejected. But they
were sturdy Scots, and not to be put
down. They claimed that they . were

the faithful among the faithless, and.

that the property of the Free Church
belonged to them. The Scottish courts
decided agalnst them, and they re-
solved to appeal to the House of Lords:
When, in view of the enormoys cost
of that appeal, they suggested that
whichever side won the expense of the
trial should be paid out of the church
funds, the suggestion was scouted with
a bad grace. The United Free Kirkess
thought the Wee Kirkers, as they
dubbed the dissentlents, would never
be able to raise the money to carry on
the appeal, but they were mistaken,
The document read from the ‘United
Free Church pulpits on Sunday was
drawn up in the spirit of humility, and
contrasted remarkably with the hoity-
toity tone assumed by the defendants in
their negotiations with the appellants
before the trial. “Once again,” says the
manifesto, “the church is apparently to
endure the loss of possessions for obe-
dience to what we regard as the will of
Chriet, and for practically asserting in
that line the inalienable liberties of the
church. The ground of the judgment is
that the Free Church has no right to
take the steps which her convictions
demanded; no liberty to distinguish
what is essential and non-essential in
the Westminster confession; and no
power, therefore, to enter into a union
with a sister church, though that church
was one with her in all essentia] points
of doctrine, discipline and government.”
The judgment is certainly an astonish-
ing one, and confirms us in the beliet
that Mr. Bumble was right in hisopinlon
about the law. We suppose if there had
been only one appellant, instead of over
a score, the lords would have decided
that he was the rightful custodian of
the Free Church property, which 1s
valued at over £10,000,000. The costs
of the trial, we are told, will be not less
than £40,000. The defendants have
been ordered to pay these costs, and we
should say they are now sorry that they
cid nut\tisten to the proposal of the ap-
pellants that the costs should be paid
out of the Church property. John
Stuart Mill said that the English law
put a premium on injustice. That it

should cost £40,000 to settle a religious
dispute proves, we think, that Mill was
right. The judgment was not a unan-
imous one. Two of the seven law
lords did not agree with their colleagues.
‘We hope, however, it will rouse Scots-
men to agitate for home rule and for
the disestablishment of the House of
Lords. It must appear to them ridicu-
lous that an English court should be
aillowed to upset a judgment of the Scot-
tish courts, and still more ridiculous
that a great organization like the Free
Church of Scotland should not have the
power to revise Tts constitution, and to
modify its creed in aceerdance with the
fresh light which is beifg constantly
thrown by the higher critic on the
Scriptures which the churches still ac-
knowledge as the rule of faith and prac-
tice. The Free Church was founded by
Dr. Chalmers, a man of liberal ideas,
who, had he lived, we feel sure would
have approved of the union of the Free
Church with the United Fresbyterian.
There 18 one thing in favor of the de-
fendants; they are in possession of the
churches and the manses, the training
colleges and the bulk of the Free Church
property. The 24 successive appellants
will have their work cut out if they de-
cide to carry out the lords' judgment
to its logical conclusion. Some com-
promise s surely possible. The lords
may be technically right, but they have
struck a heavy blow at spiritual free-
dom, and in‘ favor of an antiquated or-
thodoxy. Yet there have been times
when our law lords have done better
than this. It was said of Lord Chancel-
lor Westbury that by his judgment in
the Wilson case he abolished Hell with
costs, and thereby deprived members of
the Church of England of their last hope
of eternal damnation. Qur present
Lord Chancellor, however,and the ma-
jority of his colleagues seem to be
desirous that Scotsmen should retain
that hope. The appellants against the
United Free Church are faithful preach-
ers of the Gospel according to Calvin,
who discovered that usurers had a
chance of Heaven, and that there were
babies in Hell a foot long. They have
been rewarded for thelr orthodoxy, but
we do not believe that they will be able
to fil! the 1,100 pulpits which the House
of Lords has handed over to them with
men of their own way of thinking,
The question of the connection be-
tween church and state is raised afresh
by this judgment. The Free Church.
that 18 to say, the Church of the Dis-
ruption, did not object to state endow-
ment; what they protested against was
the interference of the State in spir-
itual matters, By amsalgamating with
a Nonconformist body like the

United Presbyterians they undoubtedly
abandoned their State Church position.
It would be a good thing if all State
churches were disestablished. Cleri-
calism under State patronage is an
enemy lo progress, and we rejoice that
in France the quarrel between the
Vatican and the Government seems
likely to lead to a permanent rupture.
By insisting upon adherence to the Con-
cordat the French Government are well
within their rights. The Concordat was
the work of Napoleon I., who drew it up
in such a way that there could be no
doubt that he meant France and not the
Pope to be supreme. France therefore
will not accept biskops of whomr the
does. not approve, or allow bishops of
whom she does approve to be removed
without her consent. It is curious that
Scotland and France, old allies, should
both now be agitated by something of
the nature of a religious revolution. The

'Io\ss of the Free Church property may

be & spiritual gain for the United Free
Church of Scotland, and the severance
of thxle Church and State in France will
help \the cause of civil and religious
all the world over.

'S MUNICIPAL STREET

ND THE ECONOMIC LES-

SONS \ THEY PRESENT TO
THE\AMERICAN PEOPLE.

By Judson renell. (Copyright, 150, by
Judsun Grenell.) .
Glasgow is! an excellent place from

which to stuldy the street car prob-
lem. It is prdybable that the statistics
furnished by lasgow officials have
been more quoded than from any oth-
er municlipality,) but, after all, figures
are not everythljng, and, as has been
before remarked} while figures do not
lie, liars sometinpes figure, So 1 shall
not wpary the rgader with statisties.
Suffice it to say \that the reports are
all in favor of unicipal ownership
from the financi: standpoint.  But
there are other things to consider as
well as money, d it is necessary to
view the problem from all sides if one
desirez to come tD a correct conclu-
sion.

After talking with city officials and
intelligent citizens in Glasgow; in
Liverpool, Manches'er, Oldham, Leeds,
Sheffield, Birmlnghl‘..m, Bradford, Sal-
ford and London, England; in Berne
and Lausanne, Switzerland; in Frei-
burg, .Germany, and in varicus other
localities; after vlewing the magnifi-
cent plants some (f these cities have
installed and notiny how the public is
being accommodatid; and, keeping in
mind also the finincial side, I can
truthfully eay thatthe street car prob-
lem FLas been eoleq (in Europe-over-
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whelmingly in favor of municipal
ownership.

UNIVERSAL APPROVAL,

I have failed to find in & single city
where municipal has followed private
gwnership, even & respectable minor-
ity of ecitizens favoring the private
monopoly of city tramways. Munic-
ipal ownership is as yet comparative-
ly young, while the private company
with its long monopoly had every ad-
vantage that experience could give;
but only occasionally was the private
monopoly content with normal profits.
Possessing & “good thing,” they
worked it for every penny it was
worth, until finally city after city tired
of the exactions imposed and either
bought or fired them out, and these
municipalities have since reaped the
reward of thelr righteous indignation.

During the past five years hundreds
of thousands of dollars have ' been
turned into the treasuries of munie-
ipal corporations by the cities’ tram-
way officials; cars run oftener and
more rapldly; seats are provided at
all hours for 956 per cent. of the pas-
sengers; and employes are much more
solicitous to give satisfaction than
they ever were when in the employ of
a private street car company. Waile
occasionally a particular line of a sys-
tem faile to meet expenses, the publi:
is recompensed in other ways and the
apparent loss is usually an actual galn.

SHORT HAULS THE RULE.

Glasgow has been held up as a
model for cities contemplating owning
their own street car systems. It Is,
in fact, well worth studying, and a
superintendent would be wise indeed
<could he not add to his general knowi-
edge of street car matters by an in-
vestigation here. Still, in my opinion,
both Liverpool and Manchester are
not one whit behind Glasgow in their
conduct of their municipal tramways.
There is in every instance a wise su-
pervision that looks after the accom-
modation of the public while not neg-
lecting economy. The men are not
overpald, the supplies are purchased
in a competitive market, and the cars
are nelther extravagantly nor parsi-
moniously furnished.

" It must be kept in mind, however,
that probably in no city in Europe are
the conditions just the same as those
of American commercial and indus-
trial centers. Go back far enough,
and it will be seen that most conti-
nental munlcipalities were walled
towns, for protection against foreign
foes. In comsequence they are com-
pactly. built, and even in such a great
city as Paris, with its 2,500,000 inhabit-

ants—the area of which is about the
same as Detroit, Mich., with 300,000
population—the subufbs are quickly
reached, making long hauls the excep-
tion.

Most English cities were never walled
enclosures, but the land laws have had
the effect of Insuring compactness, so0
that Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester,
Birmingham, Sheflleld, etc., all with
populations running into hundreds of
thousands, comprise areas of from 10,-
000 to 15,000 mcres only. - Paris covers
less than 25,000 acres. Of necessity,
then, the hauls are short, the great bulk
of the street car riding public paying
the minimum fare demanded for the
shortest ride. \

THE “ZONE™ BYSTEM.

In no English city owning its own
street cars and tracks did [ find one fare
charged different length hauls, The
“zone" system prevalils, passengers pay-
ing aecording to distance traveled. It
has been sald that the American public
will never consent to be ‘“bothered”
with this way of collecting fares; that
the average American citizen prefers the
one-price way; and that the system
would financially ruln any American
road adopting it. These are not valld
objections against the “zone” system
that are net more than offset by the
simple fact that under it each passen-
senger pays for just what he gets, and
that he of the short haul {8 not mulc-
ted for the benefit of suburban passen-
gers. "In short, the “zone” system is the
most equitable possible way of charging
for street car rides, and the system is8 as
easily lald out and managed as is the
system of a merchant who, selling cot-
ton cloth by the yard, charges in pro-
portion to the number of yards ordered.
Land speculators dealing in suburban
real estate are the chief opponents of
the ‘“zone” system. It most certainly
would not favor their interests.

Let me explain the “zone” system.
After the unit of a haul is decided on—
and this unit varies in different cities—
a center is established, and the distance
between the center and the beginning
of another division i# a zone, and is the
basis of all subsequent charges. In
Glasgow this basis is, In the rough,
about a mile, for which ride the charge is
a cent. In Manchester the basis is two
cents for two miles. When two zones
are entered the cost {s doubled.

‘When paying a fare the passenger
elther informs the conductor where his
ride I8 to terminate, or hands over the
exact fare he desires to pay. In either
case he is given a check containing the
names of the streets or stations termin-
ating the various zones, and this check

is punched opposite the terminus of the
zone or zones pald for. '

As a rule the backs of these checksara
used for advertising purposes, quite an
income occurring from this source.
These checks gre at once receipts for
fares pald as well as bars to dishonesty
on the part of conductors and passen-
gers. “Inspectors” board cars at reg-
ular intervals and call for these checka,
in the meanwhile noting the number of
passengers the memorandum kept by
the conductor calls for. I do not re-
member seeing passenger indicators In
any street cars abroad, the number of
checks taking their place.

CLOSE YVIEW OF MANCHESTER
STREET CARS,

Last year was the second the street
tramways of Manchester had been un-
der municipal control. The system is
not yet perfected, as the experimental
stage is Incomplete. Yet the manage-
ment turned $250,000 into the city treas-
ury, besides cutting the fares, reducing
the hours of labor of employes from 70
to 54 hours a week, increasing their pay,
pytting on more cars with more rapid
speed, and in other ways iImproving the
service, .

Letters of introduction from Mayor
Maybury, of Detroit, Mich., and Mayor
Johnson, of Cleveland, O., provided me
Interviews with city officials every-
where, and the information thus ob-
talned as well as the confidence with
which those In charge of municipal
tramways talked, backed up as were
their words with official figures, makes
it iImpossible for me to see how anyone
with any general knowledge of the sit-
uation can argue for 2 moment in favor
‘of private and against public ownership
of street car service,

“No one in this city at least,” the su-
perintendent of the Manchester city
tramways told me, “even dreams of re-
turning to the private ownership of our
tramways, except he has a nightmare.”

In no big town In England has this ad-
dition to the dutles of a munlcipality been
8 fallure. IL was often necessary to buy
out - private companies, paying a good
round sum for unexpired franchises, and
then throw the®outfit on the scrap heup
and bulld anew from the bottom. Yet this
was cheaper for the public than permit-
ting private ownership to continue,

Here the penny fare is the unit. That
small sum carries a passenger about two
miles.- Over 50 per cent. of ¢ur fares, in
round numbers, pay this sum; 25 per cent,
pay a penny and a half; 16 per cent., pos-
sibly, pay tuppence, The remainder pay
thrippence, any increase over the largest
amount carrying them out of our and
into other municipaiities’ territories. In
the cross-town routes there are half pen-
ny zones, but these cut but a small figure
in the system, such routes belng oniy feed-
ers to the maln lines,

Some routes are run at a financial loss,
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but there is compensatlon in otker direc-
tions, one being the prevention of congest-
ed traffic elsewhere, '

You can say for me to the American pub-
lic that our experience here proves that
city tramways must be under municipal
control if the best and cheapest service Is
desired. Only- through gross mismanage-
ment can there be financial loss, :

Manchester, as aiso, do dther up-to-
date towns, uses two sizes of street cars.
These seat from 38 to 756 passengers.
Four passengers only are allowed to
stand at one time in the small cars, and
gix In the large ones, during rush hours.
This privilege is seldom needed, and
pever abused, as the cars are sufficient-
Iy numerous to take care of all ordinary
crowds,

CONDUCTORS HAVE APPRENTICES.

On the big cars, besides motormen and
conductors, there are employed “trol-
ley boys.” The duty of the trolley boy
is to watch the trolley rope and to stop
the car when a passenger .wishes to
alight while the conductor is collect-
ing fares. The boy starts in at $1.76a
week, and Is raised 50 cents each year
for five years, when he emerges a full-
fledged conductor, commanding jour-
neyman’s wages—say eight dollars to
ten dollars a week. This latter sum is
tip-top pay in England for a skilled me-
chanie,

1 noticed in Bradford, on the muni-
cipal tramway there, what looked like
the persistence of customs more ap-
plicable to private pwnership. For one
thing, the motorman, in giving warn-
ing at street crossings, was compelled
to pull a string attached to the clapper
of a big bell hanging overhead. Each
conductor carried a “safe” into which
the passenger dropped his fare, so that
the conductor handled only such money
—and tnat his own—as was necessary
to change larger for emaller denomina-

tions.
PARIS TRAMWAYS,

Paris presents a sharp contrast to
England’s municipal street car gerv-
ice. Here the companies are mon-
archs of all they survey, notwithstand-
ing the spread of socialistic ideas in
the French republic. Where old fran-
chises are running, the fare is six cents
for first-class, and three cents for sec-
ond-rlass passengers. New franchises
call for four and two-cent fares, re-
¢pectively, On the double-deck ' cars
the inside passengers pay the first-class
price, the outsiders the lower charge.
Theze prices tale one anywhere inside
the city limits, be the distance long or
short.

An advantace offered in the higher
fare is the privileze of demanding a
transfer to any othetr line crossing the
one on which the first-class rate has

been pald. Another advantage is the
shelter provided  in stormy weather.
Where a car is not a double-decker, it
{s divided into two compartments, the
first-class passengers having the priv-

"ilege of sitting on upholstered seats and

with curtains at the windows.

The intervals between cars are long,
so that in the rush hours and on holi-
days one must practically engage &a
seat ahead by going to a “station” and
getting a card on which is printed a
number, When a car finally appears,
the conductor calls pout the numbers in
rotation, and not unttl your number is
reached are you allowed to get on the
car, and not even then, if all the geats
are occupled. I have walted for several
cars—oun one occasion over an hour.
You see, this |s “private enterprise.”
where the stockholders are making sev-
eral hundred per cent. on the actual out-
lay. '

IN SWITZERLAND AND GERMANY.

1 found Swiss and German cities own-
ing their own tramways. They are gen-
erally run on the profit system, rather
than exclusively for the public good,and

.in consequence the service is not what

it should be. In none were the accom-
modations provided equal to those of
Glasgow, Liverpool and Manchester,
Freiburg, Baden, has an excellent mu-
nicipal tramway service, run on the
one-price principle for either long or
short hauls, a fee equal to two cents, if
I remember aright, being the charge for
either long or short distances inside the
city’ limits.

In Lausanne, Switzerland, where the
street car service is privately owned,
the employes work long hours, and con-
ductors and motormen wear for a uni-
form blue cotton blouses, receiving
about six dollars a week, Here I pald
four cents for comparatively short rides,
and one cent for rides covering a very
few blocks.

One defect in continental street rail-
way systems was that they often ended
abruptly and seemed to run to nowheres
in particular. There is no particular
effort made to reach the outskirts of
the municipalities. This is in marked
contrast to many of the street car sys-
tems in America.

LOXDON COUXNTY COUNCIL ENTER-
PRISE,

London tramway service is Deing
gradually municipalized and changed
from horse to electric power, Few of
the lines are completed, and the service
lacks as yet much that is desirable—
speed among other things. The power
is applied from conduits between the
tracks, and in this respect they resemble
cable cars. But the motion is smooth
ard continuous. Anyone who has rid-

den in the jerky' cable cars such as dis-
grace Chicago, for example, cannot fail
to note the difference. By the way, [
found Edinborough, Scotland, still
clinging to cable cars and private
companies. The contrast between Glas-
gow and Edinborough ts marked. Theo
one thing in favor of conduits is the
doing away with unsightly overhead
wires. This is one of the reasgns given
why the London county council adopt-
ed them. 8till, if the London county
council i8 8o aesthetically inclined, ono
wonders why the members allow the

‘cars to be used as traveling advertising

bill boards. The way these cars are dis-
flgured with signs is a public disgrace.
The staring letters telling of the vir-
tues of patent medicines, infants’ foods,
pickles, whisky, etc., dwarf everything
else in sight, and the stranger has diffi-
culty in discovering the inconspicuous
lettering indicating the routes.

Neither in Glasgow nor Manchester
are these disfiguring adveértisements al-
lowed on the care, though this Involves
a loss, I was told, of over $100,000 a year.
Yet thepe is compensation in keeping
nightmares off the public streets,

CONCLUSIONS.

Summing it all up, my conclusions re-
garding the regulation of street railways
are:

1. The municipal service of the tram-
ways of Europe {8 much improved over
that given by private ownership.

2. The charges for fares are based
more nearly on the services rendered.
and these charges are lower under mu-
nicipal than under private control.

3. Employes work shorter hours and
recelve better pay.

4. There are few or no conflicts with
other municipal functions also occu-
pying the streets in common.

5. Notwithstanding the low fares,
large sums are being turned into the
publie treasuries.

6. Municipal tramways, with low
fares, have had a marked effect in in-
creasing land values,

7. There is no good reason why, either
under the one price or the “zone” sys-
tem, municipal street car services can-
not be made to returc handsome profits.

Detectives have discovered that
when Chicago people are baptized
their sins are washed away into the
drainage canal. '

That the saturnalia of iniquity
which is making St. Louis infamous
is directly due to this source of In-
fection, is the unhesitating opinion
of the best authorities in psycho-
bacteriology.

The federal courts will
for an injunction.—Puck.

be asked

-
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BENGOUGH REPLIES.
THING8 AND THE MAN.

As coming from the recognized but un-
officlal poet lanureate of the empire, Rud-
yard Kipling's new pcem, “Things and
the Man,"” signallzing the renewal of Mr.
Chamber.ain's fiscal reform campalgn, Is
belng read with wide interest,

“And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he
told it his brethren: and they hated him
yet the more.''—Genesis 37:5.

Oh, ve who hol@ the written clew
To all save all unwritten things,
And half a league behind pursue
The accomplished fact with flouts and
flings, !
Look, to your knee your baby brings
The oldest tale since earth began,
The answer 10 your worryings—
Once on a time there was & man,

He single- handed met and threw
Magiclams, armies, ogres, kings;
He, lonely mid his doubting crew,
In all the loneliness of wings;
He fed t he flame, Le tilled the springs,
He locked the ranks, he launched the van
Straight at the grinning teeth of things.
Once on & time there was a man,

The peace of shocked foundations flew
Before his ribald questionings,

He broke the oracles in two
And bared the paltry wires and strings;
He headed desert wanderings;

He led hils soul, his cause, his cian,
A littie from the ruck of things,

Once on a time there was a man,

Thrones, powers, dominions block the view
With episodes and under.ings;

The meelk historiun deems Lhem true,
Nor heeds the song that Cllo sings, -~
The simp:e central truth that stings

The mobh to boo, the priest to ban,

Things never vet created things,

Once on a time there was a man,

A bolt Is fallen from the blue,
A wakened realm full clrcie swings
Where Dothan's dreamer dreams anew
Of vast and forborne harvestings;
And unto him an empire.ciings
That grips the purpose of his pian,
My lords, what think ye of these things?
Once In our time !s there a man?
—Rudyard Kipling.

THINGS AND THE OTHER MAN.
For The Pubilc,
Respectfully dedicated to Rudyard Kip-
ling.

Oh, you who hold the iaureate’s briet
For Austin who so se.dom sings,

And glve your active mind rejief
80 freguently in Aouts and flings,
Lock, to our hand the paper brings

Your latest screedlet, while we scan,
With its refrain of Jingiings:

*Once on a time there was a man.”

From Genesis you get yvour clew,

And tell of one who conquered Kings,
Ard who "amld his doubting crew’’

Felt “all the loneliness of wings:"

He *“fed the flame,” he “filled the
springs,”’

He "locked the ranks,” he “launched the
van;''—

Joseph {t was who did these things—
“Once on a time there was a man."
Tren vou go on—we catch yvour view,
Though some have puzz.ed questionings—

Qur period has lts Jeseph, too,
And 'tis for him your paean rings—
Joe Chamberlain, whose wanderings
Have been from Beersheba to Dan;
And so you own hix leading-sirings—
*“Once on a time there was a man.""
Oh, Rudyard, we're amazed at you,
Who 're not among the “underlings,” .
Being In the crowd that Joe can do
With his exploded arguings,
His sophisiries and wrigglings,
And nis preposterous ‘Fiscal Plan;"
You #wallow all these boshy things?
Well, well! you easy little man!
"“Once on a time" affairs were blue,
And Britaln swarmed with starveiings,
'Twas when the corn-lawe put the screw
On all the wealth which commerce
brings;
But Cobden rose and downed the rings,
And now this Britain leads the van!
Of Dick—not Joe—old John Bull sings—
“Once on & time there was A MAN!"
J. W. BENGOUGH.
Toronto, Ont, .
_—-———l .
“Ye ra-gly co think dhrink iz a
nicissry evil?" said Mr. Hinnisey.
“Well,” said Mr., Dooley, “if it's an
evil to & man, it's not nicissry, an’ if it's
nicissry it's not an evil.”"—F. P. Dunne.
. ——

As we understand the current jnter-
pretation of international law, the seiz-
ure of & vessel on the high seas is a
mistake or an act of piracy, accordingto
the gize of the navy of the victimized na-
tion.—Washington Post,

I ]

Figures seem to say that we are
paying out more for soldiers than sev-
eral of the great military powers of
Europe are paying out.

Assuredly there is something wrong
when it costs kings less to trample
on liberties than it costs a republic to
extend these.

The present bull tendency in the
price of liberty may be due merely to
the shorts scrambling for cover, and
again it may—

But sufficient unto the day is
evil thereof.—Life.

the

Advertisement.—Pokitively the Great
American Novel.
Printed In three—count ‘em—three

«colors,

The blood passages in red, the love
in green, and the talk in black.
Mix them to suit yourself.

$1.50. At all booksellers. $1.50—
Puck.
BOOQOKS
SACRIFICIAL AND SPIRITUAL RE-
LIGION.

Within a century no more important
work on religion has heen published
than Auguste Sabatier's “Religions of
Authority” (translation lssue¢ by Mece-

Clure, Phiilips and Co., New York, $2.50). -
In this book the learned author craws
the contrast between eacrifieial religion
and epiritual rellgion,’arguing that the
religion of Jesus was essentially of the
character of the latter. He holds that a
religion of authority, whether based on
an infallible hierarchy or an infallible
book, is contrary to the ideas of Jesus,
who was more or less hostile to all forms
of sacerdotalism, as well as to intel-
lectual dogmas.

“Upon no point,” he says, “has the
thought of Jesus been more flagrantly
traversed by those who call themselves
his heirs.' Nothing was farther from his
mind than to constitute a new sacerdotal
order. He will have no master among
his own, whoarea!l brethren. He prom-
ises to all equally the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The dogma of apostolical suc-
cession did not make the bishops; the
bishops made the dogma. : .

Sabatier contends that the claims o
the religions of authority can not bear
the tests of historical investigation, and
that the sooner the world grows out of
them the better. The passing of guch
conceptions of religion will open the
way. he believes, fora true spiritual re-
liglon, which was the religion that Jesus
taught, There will then arise a truer
faith in God and a far more acceptable
method of worship.

“The religion of the spirit."” he says,
“is compounded of faith and love. To
faith all things are possible; to love all
things are easy. To develop and build
up thege two necessary qualities should
be the task of theology.”

J. H. DPILLARD.

LAND VALUES IN CITIES.

When Richard M. Hurd, now the
president of “The Lawyers’ Mortgage
Insurance Co., of New York, took charge
in 1895 of the mortgage department of
the United States Mortgage and Trust
Co., he found no books, either in Enx-
land or the United States, to aid him
in passing judgment sclentifically on
land values In cities. He was conse-
quently forced to develop the science
at first hand. One of the results of the
work thus thrust upon him, out of the
necessities of his business as the re-
sponsible agent of a real estate loan
company, is a book of the highest im-
portance, not only to investors in real
estate. but aleo to economic students.
Among these it is especially valuable
to such as are active in propagating

the land value doctrines of Henry
George.
Mr. Hurd did not write his

book (Principles of City Land Values,
by Richard M. Hurd. New York: The
Record and Guide) for the purpose of
serving George's following. He prob-
ably had no thought of George, his fol-
lowers or his doctrines; but was aim-
ing only at evolving the science of land
values for business purposes. But
the verv fact that the book was writ-
ten with a view solely to enabling

fiasn
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LAND MONOPOLY MAKES THE. DIFFERENCE.
~— 4 The child of an Astor comes into the world as naked' as the waif of Five

Points.
—Herbert 5. Ligelow.

Nature does not starve one and gorge the other,

Human law does that.”’

investors in real estate to make or to
save money, adds to its value for the
purposes of single tax agitation. It is
not too much to say that it is among the
best single tax books since those of
George, which it most opportunely sup-
piements.

Heretofore single tax writers and
speakers have been obliged to make
their -own observations of facts; but
now, thanks to Mr. Hurd's excellent
book, they may have the benefit of a
mine of illustrative facts, vouched for
by one of the most prominent real estate
experts of the world, and gathered sole-
1y for the purpose of enlightening busi-
ness men with reference to real estate

. investments.

Mr. Hurd deserves to be especlally

eongratulated upon his intelligent fideli-
ty to economic principle. His book
is no mere rule of thumb manual. It is
in every sense a scientific production
—deductive but not dogmatic, induc-
‘tive but mnot heterogeneous. The
thoughtful reader cannot but feel a pe-
culiar sense of gratification as he notes
the care with which the author has
considered his subject in its apparent
variations and shades of significance;
and always, as far as we have ob-
served, without a flaw. The book is a
much needed model of the scientific
method in economics.

Besides its value as a business mon-
ograph and an economic thesis, this
book is Interesting and instructive also
in its exposition of the natural laws
of urban growth, a phase of the sub-

ject which'the author illustrates with
numerous maps of cities both in this
country and abroad.

PERIODICALS.

The story of Thomas Nast's cartooning
of the Tammany ring is continued in Pear-
son's for September. This magazine will
begin In an early issue another series of
articles by Henry George,

Thomas W, Lawson is beginning to keep
his word In hils serles of articles on
“Frenzled Finance,” in Everybody's. His
first article, July, was a thrilling promise
of exposure. His second, August, was
pictureaquely but only generally descrip-
tive. In the September article, however,
he gets down to particulars, and a plahu
exposure of Wall street larceny resuits.
The curious thing about it Is that with
all its sinuosity of detall and magnifi-
cence of cllmax ihis is nothing but vulgar
larceny of the kind that gets less mag-
nifcent thle\res into jail. Readers of
Everybody's who are interested in Law-
son's_articles should not miss the corre-
spondence between him and the publishers
which appears on pages 431-33 of the maga-
zine for September
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