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Eleventh Year.

The Public

Henry Gecrge, our hearts gained new collrage in

the advocacy of the ideals for which we strive; new

confidence in the coming of the Kingdom of Right

eousness in which justice will be the regulator of

the communal relations of men, as love will be the

regulator of their private relaticns.

Not only to us, but to all those who earnestly

strive in their several ways to make the World

better for those who come after them, your life

and your teaching has been a source of inspira

tion, and such it will remain for all time to come.

When in due season you are gathered to your

fathers that inspiration and the memory of you

will continue priceless possessions cf mankind.

That this day may yet be distant, that more years of

joyful devotion to the highest interests of your

fellow men may be granted to you, is the heartfelt

desire of all Australian Single Taxers, as of all

your world-wide admirers.

+ *H

Advance Toward Constitutional Government in China.

It will be remembered that two years ago ru

mors of approaching constitutionalism came from

China (vol. ix, p. 511), followed by announce

ment of an Imperial edict looking to the estab

lishment of a constitutional form of government

(vol. ix, p. 537). This was followed by succes

sive preparatory steps (vol. ix, pp. 777, 1066;

vol. x, p. 948). Now an edict has been issued,

on the 30th, according to a dispatch from Pekin,

which sets forth in detail the stages that will be

reached each year in the conversion of the form

of government in China to the foreign system; and

which assures the people, in the name of the Em

peror, that a constitution will be granted nine years

hence. This announcement has ur.doubtedly

been hastened by a formidable movement in the

provinces looking to the securing of a constitu

tion, as further reported by the dispatch. Pro

vincial delegations have come up to Pekin to in

quire into the matter, with arguments drawn from

the recent constitutional revolutions in Persia

and Turkey (pp. 471, 495), and declaring that

China must not be behind the other nations.

+ +

The Burden of India.

A state of wide and deep unrest has been re

ported from India for two years or more. Con

victions for sedition have reached to well-known

and popular men, like Lala Lajpat Rai (vol. x, p.

948), and during the last weeks the English and

Indian papers have reported the trial and con

viction on very slender charges of Bal Gangadhar

Tilak, of whom it has been said that he is “be

yond question the most powerful and astute of

living Indians.” It may be remembered that aft

er the meeting of the National Congress of In

dia last Christmas, the Extremists organized un

der Mr. Tilak and Ajit Singh (vol. x, p. 1019).

Mr. Tilak has now suffered sentence of deporta

tion to the Andaman Islands for six years. In

dian sympathizers regard the sentence as mon

strous. In writing to the London Times of July

27, in regard to it, Mr. Hyndman said:

I am quite sure that any unprejudiced Englishman,

reading the evidence which you have adduced from

the journals edited by Mr. Tilak, will come to the

conclusion that if articles of that character are to

earn the writer six years' transportation to the

Andaman Islands then we may just as well at once

state plainly that no free criticism of our rule is to

be permitted in India at all. I defy any one to polnt

to a sentence in Mr. Tilak’s articles which incites

to bomb throwing or violence; and I can not under

stand how Englishmen, who have always supported

peoples struggling for freedom in other countries

and are doing so today in regard to Russians and

Turks, can resort to such measures of repression as

those which Lord Morley and Lord Minto, both nom

inally Liberals, are applying in India. -

Of the danger of the whole situation Mr. Hynd

man said further: -

Even from the point of view of policy, is it wise for

our government to take the course which it is taking?

By suppressing free speech and free criticism in the

newspapers, we are inevitably encouraging and fost

ering secret conspiracy. It is foolish to imagine that

200,000 Europeans and Eurasians can permanently

control the 300,000,000 of India, should even 10 per

cent of that vast population be seriously disaffected

to our rule. It is childish also to suppose that we

can keep track of such conspiracy when it is clear

that these recent outbursts ali over Hindustan have

taken our government completely by surprise.

+

A strong side light from the native Indian's

point of view in regard to his lack of freedom

of speech (vol. x, p. 757) and his pressing per

sonal danger if he be suspected of even free

thought, is thrown by the following extract from

a private letter written in the month of July by

a gentleman of India to a friend in the United

States: - |é is a

I am sorry I have not been able to keep you posted

of the affairs in India for the past months, but it

could not be helped. Although I don't write for the

press here, still the government have got scent of

my doings, and consequently I am very minutely

watched. It will surprise you to learn that detectives

follow me day and night. - -

What to write and what not to write, I don't know.

Matters have been going on from bad to worse day

after day, and the country in spite of all its appeals

is being grossly misruled. Yes, “grossly” is the

Word. The “sedition” scare has imbedded itself in

the brain of every Britisher. Not only that, such great

fuss is made over minute matters that it savours

more of a typical farce than any system of admin

istration. Mountains are made of mole hills, and

thus the administrative council. for India is trying

to show to the world at large how effectively they are

keeping down a rebellious nation. The crisis has

not been yet reached. A few Bengalee fanatics have

taken recourse to bombs and gunpowder, and this


