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Market streets, no intimation being
given that I was to be present. Her-
rin complied immediately with the re-
quest and was ushered into the room
where we were. He was so eurprised
and taken aback that he leaned against
the wall for support until he could re-
cover himself. I asked Herrin how it
was that he had made practically the
same proposition to Mr. Spreckels and
myself. He hemmed and hawed, pulled

out a cigar and stuck the wrong end of

it in his mouth, and finally stammered
out something about the delay thathad
been made in making a reply to his
proposition. I then asked him point
blank: “Who is the railroad’s candi-
date for United Statessenator?” His
reply was: ‘“‘Col. Dan Burns is the rail-
road’s candidate.”

All this must have been interest-
ing reading to the voters of Califor-
nia, who, upon the assurance of the
republicans that the Southern Pacific
railroad was not in politics, elected a
Southern Pacific railroad governor
and legislature. And it should be in-
teresting to voters everywhere as an
exposure of the way in which railroad
henchmen are sent to the United
States senate. This attempt in Cali-
fornia is unmasked. Most similar at-
tempts, both in California and else-
where succeed.

Two judicial decisions have been
recently made in England, which, if
generally accepted as precedents, will
ehield believers in Christian science
from further persecution. One was
in the case of Harold Frederie, the
novelist, who died while under the
ministrations of a Christian science
healer. The other was in the case of

- two members of the sect knovwn as the
Peculiar People, a man and his wife
whose child had died for lack, as it
was alleged, of medical attention.

The Christian science healer in
Harold Frederic’s caze had been
charged by the coroner’s jury with re-
sponsibility for his death; but the
committing magistrates before whom
she was arraigned refused to hold her
for trial, and the prosecution was
abandoned. But still more important
was the decision of the criminal court
in the case of the Peculiar People.
According to the doctrines of this

sect, physicians are not to be called
in cases of sickness,-but an elder is
to pray over the patient and annoint
him with oil. Under that treatment,
the infant daughter of the accused
persons had died, and they were in-
dicted for manslaughter. An attempt
was made to quash the indictment,
but the judge before whom the motion
came overruled it, holding that the
refusal of parents to resort to estab-
lished methods of medical practice in
cases of dangerously sick children of
too tender years to choose in such
matters for themeelves, amounts to
criminal neglect. But this view of
the question has been reversed by
the assize court before which the ac-
cused parents were tried. .

The case is reported by Lloyd’s
Weekly, of London, under date of No-
vember 13. A physician had testified
that death was due to inadequate
nutrition, and that he believed he
could have saved the child’s life had
he been called in. Against this tes-
{imony, however, there was ample
proof that the parents had done what
they honestly considered to be best for
thechild;and upon that proof, Justice
Hawkins ruled against the prosecu-
tion. He held that the mere omis-
sion fo call in a doctor in such cases
is not a crime unless accompanied by
gross negligence, and that a case of
gross negligence is not made out when
those who are responsible do for the
patient what they honestly believe to
be best.

Full reports of decisions in the ex-
press companies’ internal revenue iax
cases are being circulated by the com-
panies. The cases arise underthe war
revenue law which requires stamps to
be affixed to express receipts. This
provision was intended, so the people
were assured at the time,asatax upon
the corporations. But in practice
the corporations compeiled their cus-
tomers to pay for the stamps. Insome
places this practice was resisted, suits
being brought for injunctions against
the companies. The courts decided,
however, that under the law the com-
panies were in the right. One of these

decisions was made by the United
States Circuit court in New York,
which held that the wvar revenue bill .
does not expressly require the com-
patfies to pay for and affix the stamps,
but only requires that the stamps be
paid forand affixed by somebody. That
construction leaves thie matter open,
of course, to mutual agreement be-
tween the companies and the ship-
pers; and as the companies refuse to
carry goods until the shippers pay for
the stamps, the shippers must of
necessity bear the burden of the tax
or make no shipment.

Decisions by other courts are to the
same effect. So the courts, by their
construction of the war revenue law,
shift the stamp tax from the com-
panies to shippers, who ultimately
collect it of consumers. But it would
have been shifted just the same with-
out the aid of that construction. Had
the companies been required to pay
for the stamps, they would have re-
couped themselves by increasing their
express charges. All such taxes fall
not upon the corporations, but upon
the people. They are indirect taxes.

SUPPRESSING ANARCHISM.

It was very fitting that the Interna-
tional Congress which met in Rome
on the 25th of last month, and ie still
in session there, should sélect the cap-
ital of Italy for its deliberations. The
purpose of the Congress, as outlined
by its promoters, is to deal with the
problem of suppressing that form of
enmity to government and organized
society designated as Anarchism.
Italy is the proper place to begin op-
erations, because nowhere else has so
much been done by government and
organized society to promote anarch-
ism, Nowhere else have the people
had so much reason to feel that the
government, instead of being their de-
fender and protection against lawless-
ness and injustice, is really the refuge
of the plunderer and the public en-
emy.

Tt is quite interesting to attempt to
discover the reason why such a con-
gress should be convened at this par-
ticular time. The cases of murderous
violence against those in authority,
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and other outward signs of criminal
anarchy, have not been more numer-
ous of late than formerly. The bomb
throwing incidents which are al-
ways associated in the public
mind with anarchy were much
more frequent several years ago than
now. The assassination of the Em-
press of Austria is a single incident,
and not an unusual one. From the de-
struction of {he temple of Ephesus
down to that murder, men with a {e-
verish,insane thirst for notoriety have
committed purposeless and conspic-

- wous crimes. Crowned heads and
those in supreme authority are pro-
verbially in peril of such men. No
less than two presidents of the United
States have been murdered by polit-
ical cranks, but no one ever thought
of anarchy in connection with thoze
cases,

In spite of all the effort of the Ital-
ian Government to create them, crim-
inal enarchists, so far as information
iz given to the public, are less in evi-
dence, even in Italy, tkan ususl.

Nor can this convention have a
reagon for ite being in the insufti-
ciency. of laws to prevent and punish
every crime that can be named against
peace and good order. Laws compre-
hensive and complete, with the se-
verest penalties, covering every con-
ceivable form of homicide and trea-
son, are embodied in the code of every
civilized nation, and they embrace
every possible act of accessories Le-
fore and after the fact, including plots
and conspiracies of all kinds.

It might be said that the prevailing
disorders in Italy, Spain and else-
where present an urgent need for im-
mediate action. But that hungry dis-
content, those riots and frenzied out-
bursts are not expressions of hostility

to government in general but to those

governments in particular. It isnot
anarchy but rebellion. Those oc-
currences are just what aiways have
happened, and may always be ex-
pected, in a peopie driven Lo despera-
iion by intolerable tyranny. ‘
Yet, in Ttaly for instance, it may
be truthfully said that real anarchy is
the cause of those disorders. For,
there, as in many other places, those
whose duty it is to enforce the law
have made it their business to sup-

press natural liberty instead of un-
natural crime; the tax gatherer has
worked with honest zeal and an eye
single to his own emolument; the
Government has been regarded as an
institution for the benefit only of
those who runit. Itisno great won-
der that the people, finding it impos-
sible, under the oppressive exactions
which they suffer, to reap even scant-
ily where they have sowed abundant-
ly, finding that industry and frugal-
ity, instead of being a safeguard
against misfortune, only mark them
as victims for the despciler, at length
conclude that any change could only
be for the better. It would not be
wonderful if they should even con-
clude that the sporadic robbery, to
which they would be subject with no
Zovernment at all, is to be preferred to
the systematic and constant spoliation
which they now endure.

Yet there is no evidence that they
have reached that degree of despera-
tion. Their grievance does not lie
in the existence of a government, but
in the government’s disregard of all
its duties to the citizens, its protec-
tion of the lawless in their depreda-
tions.

It is quite evident that the unspeak-
able greed of thc official clasces, and
their fatuou: disregard of every
right and every interest of the people,
in many parts of LEurope, and espe-
cially in Italy, has led to such pro-
found and all-pervading discontent
that the existing governments in thosze
countries are in constant and emi-
nent peril of revolution. Revolution
is what they fear, not anarchy.

This may be a reason for the Inter-
national Congress. One feature of
the program is “to define a criminal
anarchist;ancther is “to concert meas-
ures against the press which incites to
anarchist outrages,” and it is also
contemplated thattherewill be “meas-
ures to control the liberty of action of
those known to be anarchists.” In
other words, something iz to be de-
fined as a crime which was not a crime
before, something, of course. the dis-
cussion of which is dangerous to ex-
isting governments.

The Italian government not only
originated the scheme of convening
the Congress, if the newspaper ac-
counts are correct, but also outlined

the program for its deliberations.
It would zcem that the purposze of that
government is to obtain the consent
of the powers to a definition of An-
archy which will include every form
of discontent, and every form of dis-
cussion of their wrongs, on the part
of the long-suffering people. It would
then be possible, with that form of
European approval, to resort to still
more drastic mecasures than those
heretofore employed, in warding off
inevitable revolution.

Such may not have heen the pur-
pose of the Italian Government in.’
calling the convention. If not, if
there was a real intention to deal with
real anarchy, it is extremely unlikely
that anything of importance will be
accomplished. The beginning is at
the wrong end. They are after the
rabid dog sure enough, but they will
think they have decapitated him when
they cut off his tail.

If the particular committee which
has in charge the business of defining
a criminal anarchist would make its
definition sufficiently wide to include
those who override the law and ignore
the purpose of government, while hav-
ing it as their duty to uphold and en-
force them, some good might come -

of it.
JOHN TURNER WHITE.

NEWS
Nothing now remains {o formally
end the war with Spain, but the ratifi-
cation by the Spanish cortes and the
American senate, of the treaty of
peace. This treaty was signed at
Paris, by the joint cornmissioners of

the two countries, on the 10th at 8:45
o’clock in the evening.

At the time of our last report on
this subject, eight articles of the
treaty had been agreed upon, and the
last joint meeting of the commission-
ers had taken place on the 6th. The
next joint meeting was held on the
8th. Then the terms of the whole
treaty were agreed {o, and an ‘ad-
journment was taken until the 10th,
when it was expected that the formal
treaty would be signed. This final
meeting was to have been held at 3
in the afternoon, but owing to the
difficulty of engrossing upon parch-
ment the documents were not ready
for signature until evening. After



