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Seventeenth Year.

The Public

abroad, both as to the importation of arms by

Illstermen and by Nationalists, and concessions

offered by the Government, but little reliance can

be placed upon them. Positive assurances are

given out by the Unionists that Ulster will be

given what she asks, and equally emphatic denials

come from the Liberals and Nationalists. The

general expectation is that the bill will be put

through the Commons in substantially its present

form within the next two weeks; and that when

rejected by the Lords, some concessions to the

Ulstermen may be agreed upon.

German Constitutionalism.

Indignation of the German public over the

Zabern affair has resulted in a new order govern

ing the military forces in case of internal disor

ders. Colonel von Eeuter, who set aside the civil

authorities in Alsace, based his action on the

famous cabinet order of 1820, which provided that

if the commander of troops "decides, according to

duty and conscience, that the civil authorities are

delaying too long their requisition for troops, in

view of the fact that they are no longer able to re

store order, it is his duty and his right to inter

vene without the requisition of the civil authori

ties, and to assume command, and the civil author

ities must obey his orders." [See current volume,

page 109.]

The new regulation provides that the military

forces may not intervene without requisition ex

cept "in cases of pressing danger for the public

security when the civil authorities, as a result of

uncontrollable circumstances, are not in position

to issue the requisition. That is to say, so long

as the civil authorities are still in power troops

may not intervene without a direct request." Al

though this is a concession on the part of the gov

ernment, the liberals regret that the order could

be changed without consulting the Reichstag.
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The Labor War.

The work of disarmament in the Colorado

strike regions is proceeding slowly. Both sides

seem reluctant to comply with the federal order.

The number of arms so far surrendered seem to

be only a small proportion of those on hand while

fighting was in progress. An order issued on May

11 by Colonel James Loekett, who has assumed

command in the strike district, gives all persons

up to five o'clock in the afternoon of May 13 to

deliver their arms, after which a search of all sus

pected individuals will be made. In accordance

with a proclamation issued on May 10 by Presi

dent Wilson, Colonel Loekett on May 11 also is

sued an order forbidding the operation of any

mine closed when the strike began last September

and not in operation on April 20. Those in op

eration on the latter date may continue with the

men who were then employed there, but no new

men may be imported into the district. [See cur

rent volume, page 437.]
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A statement concerning events connected with

the battle at Ludlow has been furnished by Captain

Philip S. Van Cise of the Colorado militia, who

was one of a board of three officers appointed by

Governor Ammons to investigate the affair. He

says :

The facts are that the Ludlow colony contained

about 500 to 600 persons, and that at a ball game,

where four of the members of Company B, 2nd In

fantry, were spectators, a wordy war ensued be

tween the women of the colony and the troopers,

which was no different from similar instances in all

strike controversies, where the strikers' wives give

vent to language found only in restricted districts

of the cities. In brief, it was a ."rag chewing match"

and nothing else. The soldiers, at Cedar Hill, a

mile and a half from the post at Ludlow, had the

only machine gun in the county (not three). This

was not brought over until Monday morning when

Louis Tikas had refused to deliver over a man said

to be detained in the colony. The fighting was

started by the strikers about 9 a. m. and Louis was

not killed until about 8 p. m. that night. The

woman quoted by the "Day Book" was probably

Mrs. Snyder, as only one person was shot in the

colony, and this was the Snyder boy. She, her

husband and two children, a boy and a girl, were in

a cellar all day during the fighting. The boy got

out (as stated by the husband to the station agent,

a neutral and in fact a union sympathizer) and was

shot in the forehead, while facing towards the rear.

Her other child was about 10 years of age, and

there were no babies as stated by her. No woman

was shot in any way. Further, Mrs. Snyder and her

family did not run to the arroya for refuge, but

were taken by the soldiers to the depot and cared

for, and a collection of ?18 taken up among the men,

none of whom had been paid by a bankrupt State

since January. No one deplores the death of the

poor women and children more than the guard. The

briefest statement is that the strikers started the

battle and the soldiers finished it.

Adjutant General John B. Chase ordered on May

7 a courtmartial to convene May 11, to try all mili

tary cases growing out of the Ludlow affair, in

compliance with the report of the investigating

commission.
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The Colorado legislature is in special session.

The House passed on May 1 1 the bill authorizing

a million dollar bond issue to pay military ex

penses, and also passed a bill already passed bv

the Senate authorizing the Governor to close sa

loons in riot districts. The bill creating a state

constabulary was defeated on the same clay in the

Senate.


