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values in every speech is taken as an earnest
that this reform will occupy an important place in
the Government’s Jand policy. But the best evi-
dence of the popularity of the subject lies in the
concessions made by the Conservatives. They
are doing the Chancellor.of the Exchequer the
honor of imitating his program. Whereas, three
months ago they were denouncing Lloyd George
for his proposed relief of town tenants as inter-
fering with freedom of contract, they now ad-
mit the need of legislation to give tenants secur-
ity of tenure, compensation for improvements, and
relief from unreasonable covenants.

& o
Militarism in Sweden.

The Russification of Finland, and the discov-
ery of Russian espionage in Sweden has made
acute the question of national defense in the latter
country. On the 6th a great demonstration was
made at Stockholm in behalf of the increase of
Swedish armaments. XKing Gustave said that the
problem of defense was one to be solved at once.
This speech led to serious friction in the cabinet.
On the 8th thirty thousand Socialists held a dem-
onstration in front of the government offices in
opposition to increased armaments. They de-
manded that the ministers should work instead
for peace and fraternity. The premier, M. Staaf,
replied that in spite of his deep sympathy in the
cause of international peace, he felt it was abso-
lutely necessarv for the Swedish people to make
new and great sacrifices for the defense of the

country.
& &
China’s Waning Liberties.

President Yuan Shi Kai on the 3d dissolved all
the district councils in the provinces of China.
Each district council consisted of the chief official
of the province, known as the controller, who took
the place of the governor under the old rule, four
administrative officials appointed by him, and ten
members of the provincial assembly elected by
ballot. Its duties were to investigate bills passed
by the assemblies, and to veto them if it saw fit.
The provincial assemblies consist of a minimum
of fifty members and a maximum of 100, accord-
ing to the population of the province. Their pow-
ers are confined to local legislation, control of the
local budget, and the collection of provincial taxes.
A mandate is reported to be in preparation by the
President to disperse these provincial assemblies.
Should this be done, there will be little left of the
Republic but the name. [See current volume,

page 134.]
(oI ]

' The Labor War.

Testimony regarding the killing of two striking
miners, Aloise Tijan and Steve Putrich, at
Houghton, Michigan, was taken on February 5
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-and 6 in the trial of the deputies and Waddel-

Mahon men charged with their murder. At the
time of the shooting op August 11, the men were
at the home of Mrs. Antonio Putrich in Seeber-
ville. Seven witnesses testified that the firing was
all from outside of the house, and none of it done
by any onc within. One of the witnesses, Sanko
Stepeck, who had been shot in the arm, testified
that the officers, who had come to make arrests,
started to beat one of their prisoners, John Kol-
lun ; that one of them also struck him and pointed
a gun at him. He ran into the house when he
heard firing, and was himself shot. Mrs. Putrich
also testified regarding the shooting, and said
the powder from the officers’ pistols had burned
the face of a baby she was holding in her arms.
[See current volume, page 132.]

& .

Albert Jay Nock, after investigating conditions
in the copper region, gives the result of his investi-
gation in the Detroit Saturday Night of Janu-
ary 31. Mr. Nock declares that there is much mis-
representation concerning the strike. He says the
operators have conceded everything except recog-
nition of the Western Federation of Miners, and
that their reason for refusing this is belief that
“the Federation is bent on carrying out the doc-
trine of confiscation of private property, especially
of private property in natural resources.” The
Calumet and Hecla company, he says, has pro-
duced enormous dividends, but none of the other
mines have paid as well. The whole question, he
says, is “whether the United States will or will
not continue to acquiese in an industrial despot-
ism,” which potentially exists in unlimited private
ownership of natural resources, although he has
no reason to believe that unusual benevolence has
not heen employed in exercising the despotism.
That the constitution is not in force in the cop-
per country, he considers a fair statement. He
declares the deportation of Moyer to have
heen without justification, and that it should cre-
ate sympathy for the Western Federation.

&

Congressional investigation of strike conditions
in Michigan began at Hancock on February 9. At-
torney O. N. Hilton, for the Western Federation,
in his opening address declared that many of the
miners had worked for vears at starvation wages,
aud that miners had to {rade at certain stores to
obtain work. A. L. Rees, counsel for the opera-
tors, denied the truth of Mr. Hilton’s statements,
placed responsibility for the strike on the Western
Federation, which only represented 25 per cent
of the miners. The first witness told of having
gone to work in the mines when eleven years old
for twenty dollars a month, which was later ye-
duced to eighteen. The pay envelope of another
miner, introduced as evidence, showed $1.61 for



