November 20, 1908.

their heads, especially when there has been a
slump!
. G. HUGHES.

“NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article on the same
subject; o 6 the reference figures in that article, and turn back
as before; -eontinue until you come to the earliest article on the sub-
Ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historioal beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, November 17, 1908.

Imperial Deaths in China.

The wonderful old Empresx Dowager of China
(p- 708). Tsu-hsi. often called Tsi An, is  dead.
Her death was officially announced as having tak-
en place on the 15th. The death of her nephew,
the Emperor Kuang-hzu, was officially announced
to have occurred two days carlier, on the 13th.
There are rumors of foul play, poisonings and
suicide; but the deaths do not need especial ac-
counting for as the Emperor had been failing for
ten years, and had been very ill for a year, and the
Empress was nearly seventy-four vears old. Prince
Chun becomes Regent, and his little three-vear-old
gon, Prince Pu-Yi, becomes Emperor. So long
has the old Empress dominated China, as wife,
mother and aunt of emperors, building up her
machine, and destroying factions which opposed
her, that China seems stunned at her passing. The
death of an Emperor who only filled {he position
of a figurehead is a matter of minor importance.
Of her reign the Chicago Record-Herald says:

In this reign the Empress Dowager had to deal
with the Frenca war, the war with Japan, the Boxer
uprising, the loss of Kiau Chau, Wei-hai-wei and
Port Arthur. These disasters might really be ac-
credited to the Empress Dowager, who really was
in control of affairs. She ruled the Emperor and
his advisers with a rod of iron, and death or ban-
ishment has been the fate of many who dared op-
pose her. She never hesitated to cut off a head,
if it was her wish. She chose a wife for the Em-
peror from her own family, and distributed her
favors in such a manner as to build up the most
marveloua political machine ever known in the
world. For nearly fifty years Tsi An played fast
and loose with the Chinese throne. She success-
fully schemed, plotted and intrigued in a hotbed of
intriguers and plotters. Her diplomacy has been
pronounced matchless by great statesmen, and it
was as merciless as it was matchless. Her reign,
in fact, was one long fight, first and always with the
native Chinese, and next with the opposition party
of her own people, the Manchus.

One effort was made by Kuang-hsu to fill his
function of Emperor. In 1898 (see Public, vol. i,
no. 18, p. 10; ro. 23, p. 9; no. 26, p. 75 no. 27,
pp- © and 115 vol. vi, p. 281), after having been a
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nominal ruler since his accession in 1875, he
threatened to abdicate if not given full power.
This was in the days just after the seizure of
Kiao-Chau by Germany. For four months his
personality was felt in the development of China.
a Westernizing tendeney being manifest, and vari-
ous reform cdicts being issued from the palace.
The Emperor was during this period under the in-
fluence of the rcformer, Kang Yu-wei. But in
September of that year, 1898, the Dowager took
charge once more, shut the Emperor up as an irre-
sponsible, and exccuted six of his reform advisers,
Kang Yu-wei ‘¢nly saving his life by flight. In
the following January she forced from the un-
happy Emperor his signature to his own abdica-
tion, and since that time she has reigned alone,
fiercely, but with a well-calculated slight yielding
to the advance of modernisin.

L +

Ministerial Responsibility Demanded in Germany.

* From the newspapers to the Reichstag went
the question of the accountability of the Kaizer
to the German people for his indiscrect interview
in the London Daily Telegraph (p. 783).
In -a dramatic debate on the 10th, which
it is  believed will become a prominent
landmark in the development of German
constitutionalism, Chancellor Von Buelow de-
fended the Kaiser, and assumed the respon-
sibility for the publication of the celebrated inter-
view, at the same time contradicting or modifying
its statements; and closing with the announce-
ment of his conviction that the Kaiser would rec-
ognize the neced of ministerial dominance in ex-
pressions of policy, and asserting that if he should
fail to make such recognition no minister could
undertake to serve him. This portion of the
Chancellor’s speech ran as follows:

The recognition by his Majesty of the unjustified
misunderstanding of his utterances with reference
to Great Britain, and the excitement and regret
aroused thereby in Germany, will, I am convinced,
lead the Emperor in future private conversations to
exercise that reserve which in the interest of a uni-
form policy and the authority of the crown, is in-
dispensable. If this proves not to be so, neither I
nor any one of my successors could take the respon-
sibility. I accepted the blame for the' publication
of the article in the Daily Telegraph and offered my
resignation, and it was the most difficult task in my
political life to resolve to remain in office. How
long I will continue here I do not know, but I con-
sider it my duty at this difficult period to continue
to serve the Emperor and the nation.

Von Buelow's explanations were received in icy
silence. The Conservatives, largelv representing
the landed nobility, are reported as showing them-
selves almost as relentless as the Socialists, the
Radicals and the National Liberals. Though the
debate lasted three days, the Reichstag failed to
formulate definite demands upon the Kaiser. But
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in response to a presentation of the situation by
the Chancellor on the 17th, the Kaiser formally
and vaguely vielded to the popular pressure by
acknowledging that his “principal imperial task is
to insure the stability of the policies of the Empire
under the guardianship of constitutional responsi-
bilities,” and by approving the Chancellor’s utter-
ances in the Reichstag.

& +
The Hungarian Suffrage Bill.

The long demanded bill for universal suffrage
in Hungary (vol. x, p. T58) was presented to the
Chamber of Deputies by Count Andrassy, minister
of the interior, on the 11th. According to press
dispatches the bill provides that every IIungarian
over 24 ycars of age who has resided in any com-
mune for the space of one year is entitled to vote.
Illiterates, however, will be assembled in groups
of ten, and each group will have the power to se-
lect a single elector. As a further means of “pre-
serving the ascendency of the intelligent classes”
the bill provides for a system of plural voting, by
which all electors over 32 years of age who have
fulfilled their military duty and who have three
children, are given two votes. Workmen who have
spent five years at the same trade, as well as work-
men who have graduated from specified classes of
the secondary schools, also are given a double vote.
Electors who have completed the full course of the
secondary schools, or who pay $20 in direct annual
taxation, are given the high privilege of voting
three times.

* *+
Results of the Cuban Elections.

On the 14th the volers of Cuba (p. 661), under
American supervision, cast their hallots for Presi-
dent, Vice-President, senators and representatives
for their national government.  The Tiberals
(vol. ix, p. 801) won a sweeping victory. electing
General Josz¢ Miguel Gomez (p. 566) President
by 183,823 votes, as against 118,329 for General
Mario Menocal, the Conservative candidate. Al-
fred Zayas was elected Vice-President.  The Sen-
ate is reported as Liberal, with but two Conserva-
tives; and the House as probably two-thirds Lib-
eral.  On January 28 the Americans are to with-
draw, and thle second “government of interven-
tion” will come to an end.

k L ]
Convention of the American Federation of Labor.

At the convention of the American Federation
of Labor at Denver (p. 781). Mrs. Rayvmond Rob-
ins and Mrs. Anna Fitzgerald were among the
platform speakers on the 12th.  Other speakers
were two fraternal delegates from Great Britain—
Messrs. Wadsworth and Skinner—both of whom
told of labor conditions in England.  Rayvmond
Robins also spoke on this day. According fo the
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. sustained a heavy loss.

Eleventh Year.

Denver Republican of the 13th, Mr. Robins held
the convention for nearly two hours with an ex-
hortation—

to get together and outline at the present meeting
some definite political plan, whereby the Federation
will stand committed to participation in all cam-
paigns as a unit. In so doing he played directly into
the hands of President Samuel Gompers and the
members of the Executive Council, and expressed
their desires in the matter exactly. That his words
were taken with more than ordinary meaning and
satisfaction by the delegates was shown by the fact
that Mr. Robins was given an ovation when he
closed his address, second only to that given Presi-
dent Gompers when he opened the convention last
Monday. Mr. Robins's views, which expressed ex-
actly the political ideas of President Gompers, were
cheered for ten minutes after he had closed his
address.

Agnes Nestor of Chicago has heen elected secre-
tary of the committee on education of the Federa-
tion—the committee which is to deal with the sub-
jeet 6f industrial education in the public schools.

*+ *
The Cleveland Traction Question.

The traction property and service of Cleveland
(pp- 782, 793), are now in the hands of two
receivers, appointed by Judge Tayler of the Fed-
eral court at Cleveland, on the 12th, for tempo-
rary purposes. They are Warren Bicknell, =«
large owner of traction interests elsewhere, and
Frank A. Scott, a Cleveland banker.

+

In ordering the appointment of these receivers,
Judge Tavler said, as reported in the Cleveland
Press of the 12th and the Cleveland Plain Dealer
of the 13th, and here reproduced in full:

The complainant is the trustee of certain mort-
gages, securing over $8,000,000 of bonds. One of
these mortgages for over $2,000,000 covers the Cleve-
land City Cable Railway Co. lines, aggregating some
30 or 35 miles of single track, or about one-eighth
of the entire system.

The defendant, the Municipal, is the lessce of the
Cleveland Railway Co., the owner of all the lines.
Except as lessee, it has practically no assets. Be-
sides the traction system itself, it came into pos-
session, as lessee, of certain other assets, and as-
sumed certain obligations of the lessor company. It
has been operating the system for a little more than
six months, and manifestly has earned no appre-
ciable amount above interest on the bonds of the
lessor company and rental to the lessor itself. I
think it quite apparent that the necessities of the
situation are such that it has in these six months
Only a most careful inquiry
into the character of the betterments claimed to
have been made and into the large number of ac-
counts of the lessee would justify even an approxi-
mate estimate of the extent of this loss.

The refusal of the Municipal to comply with the
request of the Cleveland Railway Co. to submit to it



