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Cuban people, giving the history of
the movement for Cuban independ-
ence, and taking initial steps for the
establishment of a permaneni gov-
ernment. The document, which is
signed by President Maso and Vice
President Capote, is a dignified state
paper. It declares in behalf of the
council that “we should not dissolve,
and that the powers we have received
from an assembly elected by the peo-
ple under arms should not vamish,”
but that the council “should remain
as a nucleus and guide for those who
have vested such power in us.” The
manifesto, therefore, calls another
ass€mbly to be elected by the people
of Cuba, for the purpose of deter-
mining the political future of the is-
land. Incidentally, the manifesto
expresses fervent gratitude to the
United States and supreme con-
fidence in her good faith. The coun-
cil has also officially declared the war
at an end and granted amnesty to all
persons guilty of political crimes
against the republic.

From the Philippines news reports
have suggested difficulties between
the Americans and Aguinaldo, but
the facts are cabled vaguely. Omthe
8th it was said that Gen. Merritt had
advised Aguinaldo that he must va-
cate the suburbs of Manila, and that
though the time for doing so had not
yet expired it was expected that a sat-
isfactory arrangemdent would be
made. On the same date reports
from Washington had it that the or-
der to Aguinaldo to vacate the Manila
suburbs had been made by Gen. Otis,
and that it was in direct obedience to
orders from the war department.
The latter report added that Aguin-
aldo, instead of leaving, had taken
possession of the works controlling
the city’s water supply, and was oth-
erwise strengthening his position,
conduct which had resulted in orders
from Washington for the shipment
of 7,000 more troops to the Philip-
pines, On the following day it was
predicted by a reliable correspondent
with Dewey’s fleet, that unless better
relations were soon established be-
tween Aguinaldo and the Americans
serious results would follow. From
other Mapila sources on'the same date,
the 9th, the American newspaper-
reading public were informed that
representatives from all the principal
provinces of the Philippines, men
who at the same time represented the
financial backing of the insurrection,
were at Manila endeavoring to influ-
ence Aguinaldo to dissolve the Phil-

ippine republic and support the pol-
icy of American possession of the is-
lands. Further news of the same
character came on the 10th. Aguin-
aldo was said to have demanded the
right to occupy a portion of Manila
and to have been refused, the refusal
being accompanied withan ultimatum
that he withdraw his forces from the
suburbs “by a given day, in order to
avoid friction.” It was explained in
this report. that the disaffection of
the natives was due to representa-
tions by Spaniards that the United
States intended to retwrn the islands
to Spain. Then on the 11th, the
story of Gen. Otis’s ultimatum was
repeated with the'date for compliance
again omitted; but'on the 12th the As-
sociated Press reported that on that
day the ultimatum had been given
fixing the 15th as the outside limit
for compliance. On the following
day, the 13th, the Associated Press
announced that Aguinaldo was then
maintaining a role of extreme friend-
ship toward the United States; and
on the 14th it appeared that all dif-
ficultie§ had been smoothed over.
On that day Aguinaldo sent an officer
to ask permission to move a detach-
ment of troops from Lodo, one of the
suburbs of Manila. The request was
promptly granted and a large detach-
ment of insurgents evacuated Lodo
that afternoon, marching through
the American lines in the direction
of the waterworks and receiving prop-
er military honors en route. The
evacuation of the Manila suburbs was
completed on the same day by the
withdrawal of 13,000 Philippine
troops, in a grand march. They were
given full military honors by the
Americans, and as they marched with
arms, colors and bands, they shouted:
“Viva Americanos!” “Viva Filipinos
Libres!”

Aguinaldo has forced thesurrender
of the last Spanish garrison on the
island of Luzon, and the whole of
that island except Manila, which is
held by the Americans, is now in his
hands. He claims that the republican
provisional government is operating
in 28 provinces, that 67,000 armed
troops are under his command, that
he can raise 100,000, and that he
holds 5,000 military prisoners. When
asked whether his policy would beah-
solute independence, he declined to
answer, asking instead what America
intended to do. He remarked, how-
ever, that he considered the Amer-
icans as brothers, and that “the two
sovereign republics were allied

against a common enemy.” Aguin-
aldo has sent a commission of three
of his adherents to Washington to
confer with President McKinley up-
on the future of the Philippine is-
lands. They sailed from Hong-Kong
on the 6th.

Spain’s attitude toward the Philip-
pines is indicated by an argument re-
ceived this week from the Spanish
ministry by the French ambassador at
Washington. In thisargument Spain.
protests against the capitulation of
Manila because made two days after
the protocol was signed. She also
urges that the United States compel
Aguinaldo to liberate 1,000 prisoners,
most of whom were placed in his cus-
tody by Admiral Dewey.

The Spanish cortes have granted
the requisite legislative authority to
the ministry to carry out the terms
of the peace protocol. The author-
ity is in this language: “The govern-
ment is authorized to renounce rights
of sovereignty and to cede territory
in the Spanish colonies in accordance
with the peace preliminaries agreed
upon with the government of the
United States of America.” This
sanction passed the senate on the
12th, and the chamber of deputies on
the 13th. The sessions of both houses
were held behind closed doors, but ae-
counts of the proceedings gieaned
from members show that a stormy
time was experienced. Bitter charges
were made against the ministry; and
the Spanish gencrals in Cuba, includ-
ing Weyler, werc unsparingly scored.
One senator said of them that they
should have sashes tied around their
necks instead of their waists. The
violent scenes were in the senate. A
body eomposed of republicans, Carl-
ists, and dissenting conservatives
joined in a protesting manifesto, and
absented themselves from the cham-
ber of deputies, refusing to partici-
pate in the proceedings because the
sessions for the discussion of the pro-
tecol were held in secret. It was ex-
pected that a ministerial crisis would
come after the sanction of the proto-
col had been adopted, but as soon as
that work had been done the govern-
ment suspended the session of the
cortes. This took place on the 13th,
in the midst of an acrimonious de-
bate in the senate. The cortes must
be again convoked to ratify the final
treaty of peace.

England has a new problem to con-
front in connection with her expedi-



