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mittal of reports of receipts and not
of the receipts themselves.

From the Philippines there is no
further news which is at once com-
plete and trustworthy. At the close
of last week’s report, Aguinaldo’s
troops had captured from the Spanish
the city of Iloilo, capital of the Island
of Panay, nearly 300 miles from Ma-
nila; and the American troops sent
from Manila to get possession of Iloilo
before the insurgents could do so,
had arrived too late. What course the
Americans had taken or would take
was then unknown, and it ig still in
doubt. It is reported, however, that
the insurgents have established a
municipal government at Iloilo, and
that they are protectinglife and prop-
erty there, There are reports also
that upon the arrival of Gen. Miller,
in command of the American troops,
he demanded possessions of Iloilo.
The insurgents asked for delay until
they could communicate with Agui-
naldo, and being denied it prepared
for resistance. There were said to be
1,500 fully armed insurgents then in
Iloilo, and 17,000 at different points
within call. Another report states
that the Americans have been assured
by the insurgent authoritiesthat they
may land unarmed; but warned that
if they land armed, the natives will
be uncontrollable. All reports agree
that the natives are orderly. Presi-
dent McKinley has cabled a proclama-
tion to the Philippines, the text of
which is not to be made public here
until it shall have been proclaimed
there. Further reinforcements tothe
number of six regiments of infantry
are to be forwarded to the Philippines
at once.

In the place of the Philippine cabi-
net, the resignation of which was re-
ported last week, a new cabinet has
been formed. It is composed as fol-
lows:

President of the cabinet and minister
of foreign affairs, Senor Mabini; min-
icter of war, Senor Lula; minister of
the interior, Senor Araneta; minister
of agriculture and commerce, Senor
Fuencamino; minister of public works,
Senor Canon; state deed, Senor Rosario.

From Filipino sources by way of Lon-
don, the Associated Press describes
the new cabinet as more distinetly
representative of the republican ele-
ment than the former one. All the
new ministers, it is said, “are pledged
to insist uponthe independence of the
islands and to refuse to liberate the
Spanish prizoners.” Filipinos de-
clare they will never release Spanish

prisoners “while thousands of Fili-
pinos are dying in the Spanish: con-
vict settlements of Fernando Po, the
Ladrones, and the Caroline Islands.”

The Kansas legislature, in extraor-
dinary session, has passed some of
the numerous bills before it and two
of them have been signed by the gov-
ernor. This legislative session is pe-
culiarly important because, as we have
already explained, it was called by the
governor in order to forestall the
action of the new legislature, which
is to convene in the present month,
bothithe governor and the old legisla-
ture being populist and the incoming
governor and' the incoming lower
house being republican. On the 29th
a bill for the regulation of railroads
was passed. This bill sets up a rail-
road commission with power not only
to determine all controversies con-
cerning railroad rates, but to enforce
its decrees, which, however, are to be
reviewable by the Supreme Court.
The commission is also empowered to
adjudicate railroad strikes. Railroad
attornies of Kansas denounce the
bill as worthless, saying that the
special session of the legislature is un-
constitutional, because no “emer-
gency” for calling it existed. An-
other bill to passrelates to insurance.
It was adopted on the2d, and imposes
a state tax of R per cent. on gross
premiums pon all American insur-
ance companies doing business in
Kansas, and 4 per cent. upon foreign
companies. Gov. Leedy on the 3d,
signed both these bills. On. the 4th
the legislature passed a bill reduc-
ing telegraph tolls and subjecting ex-
press companies to the jurisdiction of
the railroad commission mentioned
above, the legal name of which is the
“court of visitation.”

With the opening of the year, new-
ly elected state governments began
their careers. New Year’sdayhaving
come on Sunday, the first guberna-
torial inaugurations took place on the
2d. Four new governors were in-
augurated on that day. These were
Theodore Roosevelt, republican, of
New York; F. Stennenberg, fusionist,
of Idaho; Edward Scofield, republic-
an, of Wisconsin, and D. F. Richards,
republican, of Wyoming. On-the 4th,
Gage, republican, of California, and
Lind, democrat, of Minnesota, were
inaugurated as governors of those
states respectively.

On the 2d. also, the legislatures of
California, Montana and Minnesota,

met and organized. The Coloradoleg-
islature organized on the 4th, and
the Delaware legislature, after 54 bal-
lote, had failed to elect a speaker.

The legislature of Illinois organ-
ized on the 4th with the election
as speaker of L. Y. Sherman, who
in the last legislature supported the
Allen 50-years franchise law. Butthe
Allen iaw is, nevertheless, to be re-
pealed. Five bills for that purpose
have been introduced, three in the
senate and two in the house. The
“Campbell” bill in the senate and
the “Mueller” bill inr the house are
identical, having been drafted by the
Civic Federation of Chicago. They
would establish a local commission to
controlstreet carfranchises,and'would
require compensation for franchises
rather than reduction of fares. They
would also limit franchisesto25 years,
and empower municipalities to pur-
chase at fair cash value at end of
franchise, and then to lease, but not
to operate. The “Berry” bill origin-
ates with Gov. Tanner: It would
place street railroads under the jurie-
diction of thestate Railway and Ware-
houve commission, and looks to re-
duction of fares rather than compen-
sation for franchises. Gov. Tanner,
in his meseage, adwvocates reduced
fares instead of compensation, but op-
poses municipal ownership. The
“Busse” bill would limit franchises to
20 years, prohibit extensions until
within' two years of expiration, re-
duce fares, and authorize municipal-
ities to acquire ownership of lines at
any time upon giving six months’ no-
tice and paying compensation not to
exceed cost of replacing the property.

The 2d was made notable also by
the inauguration of a triumphant so-
cialist candidate as mayor of a New
England. city. John C. Chase, now
mayor of Haverhill, Mass., was elected
as a “social democrat,” which is the
name of the party organizaed by Eu-
gene V. Debs. In his inaugural
speech, Mayor Chase proclaimed that
“every atom. of power” promised by
the mayor would be “executed in the
defense and support of the principles
of socialism, in so far as they may be
applicable to a municipality.” Among
his specific recommendations were the
following:

The passage of an order establishing
the minimum wage for street employes
at $2 for eight hours’ work; unicn
wages and conditions in all brick and
stone masons’ work performed under
the direction of the street department;



