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tions there still survives a notion about the pro-
tection of the “American citizen” or the “British
subject,” a notion which it is to be hoped we are
also beginning to outgrow. Now, there is enough
of truth and right in this idea to give it the color
of favor. Of course a nation must protect its peo-
Ple, each individual person, wherever and whenever
protection is needed and deserved. But to declaim
about armies and navies to protect or avenge some
wild prospector or speculator who has got into
trouble in some cornmer of the world is quite ab-
surd. Every sensible man who thinks a moment
knqws that it is absurd. And the absurdest part
of the absurdity is the idea that national honor is
involved, no matter what the “American citizen”
may have been doing. Really such thoughts are
too childish and silly to last much longer.

One trouble about the slowness with which we
advance toward a better ideal of international
peace and friendship lies with the conduct of our
public schools. Children are taught formulas of
patriotism, are drilled in a ritual of saluting the
flag, are inspired with histories of belligerent
heroes, while too little stress is laid on the greater
stories of moral heroism and peaceful achieve-
ments. We need to realize more fully than we do
that the public sentiment of tomorrow will de-
pend upon the public school of today. And so we
need to get into our public schools a finer sense
of real patriotism, a higher ideal of civilization,
and a nobler view of international dealings. We
need histories to be written wherein Funston

. marching through bloodshed to the City of Mexico
will be shown less glorious than Wilson and Bryan
laboring quietly to establish right and justice with-
out the horrors of war. JAMES H. DILLARD. _
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INCONSISTENT SPECIAL PLEADERS.

Cincinnati, June 4.

TWhat sort of an apology for a mind has a “states-
man” who in the same identical speech will gravely
advocate the exemption of coastwise vessels from
the payment of Panama tolls on the ground that it
will reduce railroad rates, and then turn right
around and advocate the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission’s granting the railroads the right to ad-
vance rates. These ‘“statesmen” during full thirty
minutes get red in the face denouncing the wicked
railroads as being the “real parties in interest”
seeking the repeal of the free toll law, and then they
get all “het up” about the “injustice of hampering
those great arteries of trade” by delaying allowing
them to advance rates. Almost in one breath we
are told that free ship tolls will mean lower rail-
road rates and also that present railroad rates are
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too low and should be advanced. We are warned
that no one will profit by repealing the toll exemp-
tion law except the railroads and before you bat
your eye you are admonished that higher railroad
rates is the sole thing lacking for a return of pros-
perity. Certainly if it is a good thing to have free
tolls that railroad rates may be reduced below the
present level, the Interstate Commerce Commission
should not allow rates to be advanced beyond the
present level. On the other hand if present railroad
rates are too low and should be advanced certainly
anything like free tolls that would reduce them
should not be. Can a thing both be and not be?
Yea, it can, but only to the Gothic mind.
ALFRED H. HENDERSON.
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Congressional News.

The House passed on June 5 the three anti-trust
measures, the Clayton bill, the Covington bill, and
the Rayburn bill. The vote on the Clayton bill was
275 to 54. All the Democratic members, except
White of Ohio voted for it, together with 42 Re-
publicans, sixteen Progressives and William Kent.
Before passage the bill was amended. One amend-
ment exempts labor and farmers’ organizations
from prosecution as trusts. Another forbids, in
cases involving labor disputes, issuing of injunec-
tions prohibiting “any person or persons from
terminating any relation of employment, or from
ceasing to perform any work or labor, or from rec-
ommending, advising, or persuading others by
peaceful means so to do, or from attending at or
near a house or place where any person resides
or works, or carries on business or happens to be,
for the purpose of peacefully obtaining or com-
municating information, or of peacefully persuad-
ing any person to work or to abstain from work-
ing; or from ceasing to patronize or to employ
any party to such dispute, or from recommending,
advising or persuading others by peaceful means
so to do; or from paying or giving to or withhold-
ing from, any person engaged in such dispute, any
strike benefits or other moneys, or things of value,
or from peaceably assembling at any place in a
lawful manner, and for lawful purposes or from
doing any act or thing which. might lawfully be
done in the absence of such dispute by any party
thereto.” Another amendment allows persons
charged with indirect contempt a trial by jury.
[See current volume, pages 514, 542.]

&
Other features of the Clayton bill are prohibi-
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tion of arbitrary refusal to sell mineral products;
prohibition of contracts by which purchaser or
lessee of goods is barred from dealing in compet-
ing articles; prohibition of interlocking directo-
rates and control by one corporation of a compet-
ing concern, and allowing decrees of federal courts
in suits brought by the government to be used as
sconclusive evidence in private suits against the
same defendants
&

The Covington bill establishes a trade com-
mission with great inquisitorial power but little
else. All corporations of not less than $5,000,000
capital, other than common carriers, must report
to the Trade Commission, which may also require
any corporation of less capital to report. There
are to be three members of the Commission to
serve for six years at a salary of $10,000 a year
each. The Rayburn bill gives to the Interstate
Commerce Commission power to regulate the issue
of railroad stocks and bonds.

&

By a vote of 8 to 6 the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations ordered on June 3 a favorable
report on the proposed amendment of Senator
Sutherland of Utah to the Panama Tolls repeal
bill, referring the whole controversy to arbitration.
This recommendation will force the Senate to vote
on the amendment before it votes on the bill itself.
Senator Simmons of North Carolina, who has
charge of the original bill, in the hands of the
committee on Inter-Oceanic Canals, has offered a
compromise amendment in the form of a declara-
tion that the United States in repealing the ex-
emption surrenders no right to exempt American
ships at any time. [See current volume, page 439.]

&

The naval appropriation bill carrying $141,000,-
000 passed the Senate on June 2. It provides for
the building of three battleships. The House had
only provided for two battleships. [See current
volume, page 460.]

Former Senator Bourne, chairman of the Com-
mission on Railway Mail Pay, presented a report
to Congress on June 4. The report condemns the
present system of paying the railroads by weight
for carrying of mails and recommends that the
basis of payment be changed to space. The pro-
posed change, it is estimated, will increase pay-
ment to railroads for mail transportation from
$51,000,000 to $61,000,000. [See vol. xvi, p.

1187.]
&

The committee of the House investigating Fed-
eral Judge Emory Speer of Georgia reported on
June 7 recommending that he be censured but not
impeached. The committee finds “that in many
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cases he exceeded his prerogative by unduly fav-
oring one of the parties to the litigation; that he
sought to sway juries in their judgments; and that
frequently his conduct in this respect was so ex-
treme as to place the judge in the attitude of act-
ing attorney for the litigants at the bar of his
court. That he rewarded friends and relatives with
appointments as trustees and receivers and al-
lowed them extravagant fees for their services.”

& o

Municipal Ownership in Washington.

The House Committee on the District of Colum-
Lia voted on June 6 to recommend favorably the
bill of Representative Crosser of Ohio providing
for municipal ownership of Washington’s street
railroads. Of the 17 members of the committee
present, nine voted for the bill and eight opposed.

. Three out of four absent ones wrote or wired their

approval. Opposition to the measure was voiced
by Ben Johnson of Kentucky, chairman of the
Committee, Winslow of Massachusetts ard Cara-
way of Arkansas. Crosser’s success is said to be
without precedent inasmuch as he is & new mem-
ber and has nevertheless secured a favorable re-
port on a bitterly contested measure from an im-
portant committee, against the efforts of its chair-

man.
& o

Mexico and the United States.

Negotiations between the American and Mexi-
can delegates to the Conference at Niagara Falls
continue. The important features brought out dur-
ing the week are the growing tractability of Gen-
eral Huerta, and the insistence of General Car-
ranza that he have a voice in settling the external
affairs of Mexico. The Mediators have opposed
General Carranza’s admission without his agree-
ment to a cessation of hostilities. The Washing-
ton Administration, however, has insisted that
some voice be given the Constitutionalists. [See
current volume page 539.]

&

The Mexican delegates on June 2 submitted
General Huerta’s declaration that he “is willing to
withdraw from the government on condition that
at the time of his withdrawal Mexico shall be po-
litically pacified, and the government succeeding
his shall be such as to count on the acquiescence of
the governed, and on the support of public opinion,
which constitute the real basis for peace and sta-
bility in any country.” This plan was considered
by the Conference, but the American delegates
continued to insist upon a hearing for the Consti-
tutionalists.

&

Negotiations were rendered more difficult by the
clearance of the Steamer Antilla from New York
on the 2nd with a large shipment of arms for the



