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stock and without much monopoly
power, will go first to their fate.
They will be followed by the monop-
oly trusts that fail to secure funda-
mental privileges. In the end, no
trusts will be left to rule in the eco-
nomic field but those which have their
feet upon the earth. The trust ques-
tion leads directly to the land ques-
tion.

NEWS

At the close of our account last
week of the American war for the sub-
jugation of the Philippines, the Fili-
pinos, after being driven on the 7th
from a position near the water pipes
that supply Manila, had forced their
way back on the 8th, and at other
points along the American line their
gharpshooters were still annoying the
American troops. No change in this
situation was reported for the 9th; but
on the 10th additional American re-
inforcements began to arrive at Ma-
nila, and immediately thereafter, Gen.
Otis advised President McKinley of
his plan to bring the war to a speedy
close, by a vigorous aggressive cam-
paign for the compléte subjection of
the island of Luzon.

This campaign began on the morn-
ing of the 13th, when Gen. Wheaton
advanced from San Pedro Macati,
eastward along the Pasig river, upon
the town of Pasig, then held by the
Filipinos. He was supported by an
American gunboat which shelled the
jungle along the banks of the river in
advance of the American troops. In
his advance Gen. Wheaton was re-
ported as having captured three towns
—~Guadalupe, Pateros and Pasig. The
Filipinos had retreated asfar as Pasig,
where they made a stand; but the
Americans shelled the town, finally
driving them out and taking posses-
sion. On the 14th, however, the Fili-
pinos recaptured Pateros and Pasig,
and threw up intrenchments, but only
to be driven out again on the 15th,
when the hardest fighting since the
5th of February occurred. The Amer-
icans now have complete possession
of Pasig river to its source, Laguanda
bay, a lake about 100 miles in cir-
cumference, some eight miles east of
Manila. The Filipino army is there-
fore cut in two, with no opportunities

for communication except around the
lake.

During the fighting the heat was
oppressive. Many soldiers were pros-
trated by it, both upon the firing line
and in Manila. James H. Creelman,
the well-known correspondent, cables
that “the fight against exhaustion
from this cause became as keen as
that against the rebels.”

Mail advices from Manila show that
the conferences between Gen. Otis
and Aguinaldo, preceding the out-
break of hostilities, were formal and
official. Following iz Gen. Otis’s
order pursuant to which they were
conducted:

Brig.Gen. B. P. Hughes, United States
volunteers; Col. James F. Smith, First
California volunteers; Col. E. H.
Crowder, J. A., United States volun-
teers, are hereby appointed a commis-
sion to meet a commission of like num-
ber appointed by Gen. Aguinaldo, and
to confer with regard to the situa-
tion of affairs, and to arrive at a mu-
tual understanding of the intent, pur-
poses, aim and desires of the Philip-
pine people and the people of the Unit-
ed States, that peace and harmonious
relations between these reepective peo-
ples may be continued.

At the meetings of these commissions
the Filipinos required independence
under an American protectorate.
They also insisted upon an arrange-
ment meanwhile between the Ameri-
can and the Filipino armies for the
prevention of disturbances. No mail
advices have yet been received which
relate to the beginning of hostilities;
but it is clear from such as have so far
arrived that a collision was daily ex-
pected long before it actually oc-
curred.

A strong appeal has been made in
the United States during the week, to
“all lovers of freedom,” to unite in an
attempt to induce the American gov-
ernment to

take immediate steps toward a sus-
pension of hostilities in the Philip-
pines and a conference with the Phil-
ippine leaders, with a view to prevent-
ing further bloodshed, upon the basis
of a recognition of their freedom and
independence as soon as proper guar-
antees can be had of order and protec-
tion to property.

It is urged in this appeal that the
United States

tender an official assurance to the in-
habitants of the Philippine islands
that they will encourage and assist in
the organization of such a government
in the islands ae the people thereof
shall prefer. and that upon its organi-
zation in stable manner the United
States, in accordance with their tra-

ditional and prescriptive policy in such
cases, will recognize the independence
of the Philippines and their equality
among nations and gradually with-
draw all naval and military forces.

Theappeal is signed by 29 men among
the most representative in this coun-
try. Included in the number are ex-
Governor Boutwell of Massachusetts,
ex-Senator Edmunds of Vermont,
John Sherman, Henry U. Johnson of
Indiana, Samuel Gompers, president
of the American Federation of Labor;
Felix Adler, David Starr Jordan, pres-
ident of Stanford university; Leon-
ard Woolsey Bacon, Charles Francis
Adams, Samuel Bowles, Edward At-
kinson, Carl Schurz, Hermann Von
Holst of Chicago university, Thomas
Wentworth Higginson, ex-Senator
John G. Carlisle, Charles Elliot Nor-
ton of Harvard university, W. G.
Sumner of Yale college, and Rev. Dr.
C. H. Parkhurst of New York.

American colonial difficulties are
not confined to the Philippines. The
situation in Porto Rico, also, is embar-
rassing. Affairs in that island were
generally supposed to be in a satis-
factory. condition on all hands, until
Col. Hubbell, of the 47th New York
volunteers, which returned from
Porto Rico on the 10th, publicly ex-
pressed his belief, based upon his ex-
perience as a soldier, that an insur-
rection of the natives of Porto Rico
is bound to come sooner or later. Col.
Hubbell explained:

We found that there is a latent de-
termination among a large class to
gain independence. There is no longer
any use in trying to conceal the fact.
Our troubles and annoyancesincreased
toward the last. The demonstrations
made at our departure convinced us
that the majority of the natives were
glad to get.rid of us.

’

Col. Hubbell’s opinion is rein-
forced by that of Gen. Henry, the
American military governor of Porto
Rico. Referring to the easy victory
of our troops in the island and the ap-
parent friendliness of the natives, as
having given currency to a notion in
the states that there is little necessity
of a strong military force in Porto
Risco, he declares the idea to be er-
roneous. “The conditions are alarm-

ing,” he says, and adds:

These people have been given every
opportunity, but they have thrown
them aside. They are clamoring now
for local self-government. They are
no more fit for local self-government
than I am to run a locomotive. More
troops are needed in the island. The
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seeds of discontent planted by profes-
sional agitators are rapidly growing,
and can be kept down only by a strong
military force. !

In Cuba, too, new complications
have arisen. The United States gov-
ernment was anxious to secure the dis-
bandment of the Cuban army; and
to accomplish that purpose offered
Gen. Gomez $3,000,000 as a gift, for
distribution among his troops, condi-
tioned upon their yielding up their
arms and returning to peaceful pur-
suits. Early in February, Gen.
Gomez accepted the offer, and regu-
lations for the disbursement of the
fund were agreed upon. Thereupon
Gen. Gomez telegraphed President
McKinley that he was now aware of
and pleased with his wishes, and
would go to Havana and confer with
Gen. Brooke, with a view to cooperat-
ing in the work of reconstructing
Cuba. Accordingly, about three
weeks later, Gen. Gomez repaired with
a large detatchment of his troops to
Havana, where the American military
authorities received him with military
horors, and the people went wild with
enthusiasm. Meantime murmure
were heard among the Cubans against
Gen. Gomez for having agreed to dis-
band the army without permission
from the Cuban assembly. And when
the assembly met at Marianao to re-
ceive the report of the committee it

had sent to Washington, Gen. Gomez,

who had been expected to preside,
neither attended nor sent any rep-
resentative or message. A commit-
tee was appointed to wait upon him
and ask explanations. This commit-
tee performed its mission on the 10th,
and upon the basis of its report, Gen.
Gomez having refused to answer, the
assembly, on the 11th, impeached him
and removed him from his office as
general-in-chief of the Cuban army.
There were 26 votes in the affirmative
and 4 in the negative.

Before the official notificationof
his impeachment had reached Gen.
Gomez, he accepted the decision of the
assembly in an open letter, in which
he said:

In virtue of the supreme power vested
in it alone, the assembly, representing
the army, has deposed me from my po-
sition of general in chief of the army,
conferred upon me during the revolu-
tion just ended. In that high place I
have been mindful only of the inspira-
tions of my conscience and the necee-
aities of my country. I have endeav-
ored always and under all circum-
stances to do my duty. The assembly

esteems it an act of insubordination
and disrespect in me not to aid them
in their effort to secure a loan which
would compromise the financial and
political security of Cuba,which should
come later to exercise its own sov-
ereignty as a republic of union and
concord, as proclaimed in the mani-
festo of Monte Cristo, and sustained
and defended on the field of battle, free
from all compromise and safeguarded
in every point touching national honor.
This is the fundamental cause of the
decision which the assembly has taken
toward me. For the rest, in all sin-
cerity I confess I am full of gratitude;
for the decision leaves me free to re-
tire to my abandoned home, my only
aspiration after 30 years of fight-
ing for the welfare of Cuba, which I
€0 much love. Alien as I am, I did not
come to serve Cuba and the cause of
justice in a mercenary spirit. Now that
the oppressor is banished from Cuba, I
am free to return my sword to its scab-
bard, believing that the mission which
I voluntarily assumed is fulfilled. Cu-
ba owee me nothing. I retire glad, sat-
isfled at having accomplished my ut-
most in behalf of my fellow men. Wher-
ever destiny may put me, there Cuba
can always count on a devoted friend.

In mentioning the assembly’s efforts
to secure a loan, Gen. Gomez alludes
to a measure of the assembly asking
authority of the United States to
contract a public debt of $12,000,000,
upon the security of Cuban revenues,
in lieu of accepting $3,000,000 as a
gift from the United States, for the
purpose of paying off the Cuban army.
The assembly has replied to his open
letter with a manifesto, and Cuba is
at fever heat about the matter.

What the United States will do,
now that Gen. Gomez’s authority to
distribute the $3,000,000 and disband
his army is terminated, is as yet mat-
ter of conjecture only. It is guessed,
however, that Gen. Brooke will forci-
however, that Gen. Brooke will con-
tinue to recognize Gomez as the only
responsible agent through whom pay-
ments can be made; and that if the
Cuban assembly interferes, he will
disperse it by force. On the 15th, aft-
er an interview between Brooke and
Gomez, it was announced that pay-
ment would begin promptly under
the original agreement. The $3,000,-
000 was sent, in coin, on the 13th, to
Havana from New York, on board
the transport Meade, under convoy of
the cruiser Chicago.

The American difficulties in
Samoa, the beginning of which we
reported in No. 42, page 11, are now
in all probability adjusted. Samoa

consists of 14 volcanic islands in the
South Pacific, which were formerly
known as the Navigators’ Islands.
The population is about 34,000, all
but a few hundred being natives,
though they are nominally Christians.
By treaty of June 14, 1889, between
Great DBritain, Germany and the
United States, signed at Berlin, the
independence of these islands was as-
gured, and the equal rights of citizens
of the three treaty powers to resi-
dence, trade and personal protection,
guaranteed. The treaty provided for
the election of a king by the natives,
pursuant to their own customs, and
established a supreme court, consist-
ingof onechief justice,tobe appointed
by the treaty powers, for the adjudica-
tion of disputes of common concern.
It also provided for the administra-
tion by the treaty powers of the muni-
cipal district of Apia, the only town.
At the time of the disturbances re-
ported in No. 42, and mentioned
again below, the chief justice was Wil-
liam L. Chambers, an American,
while the municipal president of Apia
was Dr. Raffel, a German. The dis-
turbances arose over the election by
the natives of a new king. Malietoa
Laupepa had been king from 1880 to
1887. In the latter year he was de-
posed on a charge of robbing and mal-
treating Germans, and Tamasese took
hig place. An insurrection broke out
against Tamasese in 1888, led by a
chief known as Mataafa. Mataafa was
victorious over Tamasese, but the
Germans interposed, and in conse-
quence of their declaring war against
Mataafa, the treaty of Berlin, which
is mentioned above, was signed.
Pursuant to that treaty, Malietoa was
restored to the native throme. Re-
belling again, in 1893, and being sub-
dued, Mataafa was exiled by the pow-
ers. But upon the death of King
Malietoa Laupepa, which occurred
August 22, last, Mataafa and his fol-
lowers were allowed to return. He
forthwith entered the contest for
king, being opposed by Malietoa
Tanus, son of the late king. Mataafa
was the choice at the election, of 75
per cent. of the voters; but a contest
was instituted which came before
Chief Justice Chambers for decision.
Proceedings began before the chief
justice December 19. He produced
at the outset a draft agreement for the
two contestants to sign stipulating to
abide by his decision. Young
Malietoa readily did so, but Mataafa
declined. The trial proceeded, how-
ever, and on December 31, the chief
justice declared Malietoa Tanus to



