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where it has been applied. Some years ago in one

of the principal cities of Switzerland I asked

whether the people were satisfied, and the answer

was: how could they -fail to be satisfied when un

der it every man has what representation he was

entitled to.

Our Municipal Program [Model Charter] of

1899 gave to cities the option of adopting pro

portional representation. This is probably as far

as we can go today. In respect to proportional

representation as well as the initiative and recall

and even as to the referendum upon general legis

lative questions, it seems to many that it is more

important that the city's own independence and

liberty of action should be secured than that any

of these devices, however excellent, should be

forced upon it against its will.
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FREEDOM'S PATRIOT.

Ernest Howard Crosby.

I saw a lad, a beautiful lad,

With a far-off look in his eye;

Who smiled not at the battle-flag

When the cavalry troop marched by.

And, sorely vexed, I asked the lad,

Where might his country be,

Who cared not for our country's flag.

And the brave from over-sea?

"Oh! my country is the Land of Love,"

Thus did the lad reply;

"My country is the Land of Love,

And a patriot there am I."

"And who is your king, my patriot boy,

Whom loyalty you obey?"

"My king is Freedom," quoth the lad,

"And he never says me nay."

"Then you do as you like in your Land of Love,

Where every man is free?"

"Nay, we do as we love," replied the lad,

And his smile fell full on me.
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Varied and intimate knowledge of American

industrial conditions makes most vivid and con

vincing the author's indictment of modern in

dustry. Whether she writes of a department store

in Pittsburgh, a fifty-family tenement in New

York or a dirty new candy factory in the South,

one knows by the concrete definiteness of her

statements, by the true human touch in her

story, that she speaks whereof she has herself

seen, and seen with an observing mind.

Modern American industry, says the writer,

is eating up our boys and girls by the tens and

scores of thousands every year; it is killing off

the parents of this generation and draining the

life-blood of the parents-to-be. The American

workman consumer is only now beginning to re

alize his power over industry through the enact

ment and enforcement of laws, and has yet to dis

cover what his British brothers and sisters have

long ago found out—the immense economic and

social advantage in co-operative buying.

There is little new in what the author tells—

more's the shame of it—but her wide-eyed vision

and warm-hearted counsel will help to make her

hopeful prophecies for the rising generation come

true. . a. l. g.
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"Did you tell Binks I was a fool?"

"No; I thought he knew it."—Harvard Lampoon.


