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by the women of the City of Seattle. It is not for

me to advise you that you give them your earnest

and thoughtful attention. But this much is cer

tain: that when you win your demand for equal

suffrage you will win it as the result of the cham

pionship of it by other champions of popular gov

ernment. And you women could tremendously

advance the cause for which you are fighting if you

would devote more of your attention to the efforts

which other champions of popular government are

making to remove other devices for the prevention

of popular government.

As I have repeatedly declared, I believe that

your cause is fundamentally right and just. Per

mit me to declare that I believe that within the

near future this will be universally recognized. I

am convinced that whenever you and we can com

mand the attention of all good citizens for the

cause which your association represents it will not

be difficult to procure a verdict that your rights

are fundamental, and that man has no legal or

moral right to relegate women to the class with

children, soldiers, aliens, idiots and insane persons.

BOOKS

FREE TRADE THAT IS MORE THAN

TARIFF REFORM.

The whole Hog Book; or, a Dry Subject Made Juicy

—Being George's Thoro'going work, “Protection or

Free Trade?” rendered into words of one syllable,

and illustrated with pictures. By J. W. Bengough.

Published by the American Free Trade League,

Boston. Price 25 cents.

Henry George's book on Free Trade was a new

departure. While it dealt with the subject of

tariffs, it treated them as mere outcroppings of

the deeper subject which the question of unre

stricted trade calls forth. Not only did it show

the importance of free exchanges of products be

tween the people regardless of whether they are

of the same or of different nations, but it showed

also that trade is a mode of production and that

therefore opportunities to dig, and build, and sow,

and reap, and manufacture, should be as free as

opportunities to trade. In other words free trade

was to Henry George synonymous with free in

dustrial activity and association. It was natural

socialism as opposed to arbitrary socialism, of

which protection is one of the great manifesta

tions.

The significance of George's view is much more

marked now than when his book appeared some

twenty years ago. There have been great ad

vances in popular thought since that time; and

the conflict of interests—labor interests against

monopoly interests—which he foresaw, is now

upon us. Mr. Bengough's condensation of George's

book is therefore not only a desirable but a highly

commendable offering of the American Free Trade

League. It at once serves the purposes of agita

tion for fundamental free trade, and testifies to

the recognition by the League of the widening

scope of free trade agitation.

Mr. Bengough has done his part with great

skill. He has rendered the essentials of George's

book into words of one syllable, without straining

the English or fracturing the sense. Here is an

example on the fallacy that trade follows the

flag: “Trade knows nought of what we call

states; it has to do with men and men, and makes

no note of flags at all.” In expressing the dif

ference between protection from good and from

bad things, this is a fine example of one-syllable

work: “Men speak of trade in the terms they

use for war and storm and such dread things,”

but trade “is not like hail, flood and storm; it is

a law of man's life as much as his breath, it is

the free act of man ; the act that marks him off

from the brutes. There can be no such thing

as trade if there be not men who want to and

who try to trade.” And the core of the whole

subject comes out in this simple way: “The

cause of true free trade is the cause of the rights

of man. . . . To pack it all into a few words—

we must make the earth as free to all as air and

light and the warmth of the sun are now free.

If it should rain food and clothes and all

the forms of wealth we need from the sky, it

would not help the man who has no claim to the

land on which they fall.”

+ +

AMERICAN COMMUNISM.

American Communities and Co-operative Colonies.

By William Alfred Hinds, Ph. B. Second revision.

Chicago, Charles H. Kerr & Company.

The brevity of the articles is compensated for by

the completeness of the collection. It begins with

the communistic settlement of Jamestown in 1707

and concludes with the Fellowship Farm Associa

tion of Massachusetts. Among these experiments

are included Robert Owen's communities, the Ica

rians, Brook Farm, Ruskin, Fairhope, the ill-fated

Topolobampo, the Roycrofters, the Straight-Edg

ers, Spirit Fruit Society, and Helicon Home Col

On W.

From these histories the author makes the de

duction that “agreement is indispensable” to the

success of colonies, and that “thus far that has

most surely come through the religious life.” The

conclusion cannot be avoided. Indeed it might be

much more strongly stated than the author ven

tures to state it. Communistic communities not

fused with a strong religious devotion do not seem

capable of holding together. As this volume

shows, we still have the Shakers, The Amana, the

Koreshans, all founded upon a religious philosophy,

and while some others so founded have gone down,

none not so founded have greatly thrived. Of
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those among the non-religious settlements that may

still be found, none are to be compared for pros

perity, with the Theosophical (religious) Colony

at Point Loma.

The philosophy of this is probably not far to

seek. Men co-operate from two distinguishable

motives. One is the religious motive, pursuant to

which each makes himself the uncomplaining ser

vant of his brethren; the other is the personal in

terest motive. The most normal condition would

be one in which each motive would blend with the

other, as in a free-trading society where the free

demands of all would regulate the free activities of

each. But if conditions are unfavorable to this

coalition, any attempt at communism must bedom

inated, to be successful, by the religious motive.

Personal interest must be subordinated or sup

pressed.
+ * *

“THE SCARLET SHADOW.”

The Scarlet Shadow. A story of the great Colorado

conspiracy. By Walter Hurt, Girard, Kansas. The

Appeal to Reason. Price, $1.50.

A romance or a tragedy in which all the actors

are real personages of marked individuality must

have an interest beyond the ordinary so-called

“realistic” story. Mr. Hurt's fine character de

lineations are in themselves remarkably good read

ing and one can readily accept the publisher's ex

planatory note that the newspaper men who are

given parts in the narrative have been the actual

working associates of the author.

Timid people who are familiar only with the

reports given to conservative newspapers during

the reign of terror attendant on the struggle be

tween the Western Federation of Miners and the

Mine Owners' Association would find food for

thought in Mr. Hurt's vivid recital of events of

which they may have had but a partial and garbled

account. Though they might not be able always

to distinguish between fact and fiction in the per

sonal affairs which the author of “The Scarlet

Shadow” connects so intimately with the “Great

Conspiracy,” there is, no doubt, undeniable truth

in the startling disclosure of the secret motives

and intrigues underlying the tragic events which

have disgraced the Republic with its boasted claims

to equality and protection of individual rights.

As Raley Husted Bell says in the prolegomenon

introductory to the book—“It breathes unaided.

It is conscious and capable of conveying its own

message.”

And “The Scarlet Shadow” is worth reading to

get its “message” which stirs the blood of all

workers in the cause of human liberty. Apart

from the tragic interest of the story there are

numberless philosophic reflections put into the

mouths of the various actors which suggest a new

outlook on matters hitherto viewed from conserva

tive standpoints. Mr. Hurt has the happy faculty

of showing the exalted side of unpopular causes

and the heroic qualities of the advocates who es

pouse them. As his eulogist in the prolegomenon

further remarks: “Walter Hurt is a genius. His

brain is an altar wherein the sacred fires are burn

ing. His soul worships in the sanctuary of the

world under the blue skies. No other dome is high

enough, no other church is broad enough for him.”

A. L. M.

+ + +

A POLITICAL NOVEL.

The Liberators. A Story of Future American Poli

tics. By Isaac N. Stevens. Illustrations by Nella

Fountain Benkley. Published by B. W. Dodge &

Company, New York.

The dedication discloses the spirit of the story.

It is “to the ambitious young men of America and

to their mothers, wives and sweethearts who may

wish them to achieve honorable fame in public

life.” Well would it be for their country if all to

whom that dedication \ is made were to read the

book and profit as much by its lesson as they would

be interested in the narrative. It is a narrative of

the time, set in a social, business and political en

vironment. Although described as a story of fu

ture American politics, every one acquainted with

Denver politics will readily perceive that the po

litical part of the narrative is very decidedly of the

present time.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Patris. By Florence Ellinwood Allen. Pub

lished by Horace Carr, Cleveland. 1908.

—Stories of the Struggle. By Morris Winchev

sky. Published by Chas. H. Kerr & Co., Chicago.

1908.

—The Common Sense of Socialism. By John

Spargo. Published by Chas. H. Kerr & Co., Chicago.

1908.

——The Disinherited. Observations in Travel, Giv

ing New Views and Descriptions of old Routes and

Scenes; also Conditions of Old World People, Ob

served and Depicted, with Incidental Study of the

Cause of the Poverty which Affects so Many; fol

lowed by Timely Comments on Home Topics. By

George Wallace. Published by J. S. Ogilvie, 57 Rose

street, New York. Price $1.
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Moody's (New York) for May notes a brighter out

look because of the old saying that Wall street re

flects coming events far ahead of the events them

selves. With “railroad earnings still falling; with

forbidding trade reports from many centers; with

the number of idle railroad cars at a total even ex

ceeding that of January; with bank clearings and

other returns from financial circles still of a dis

couraging nature,” yet there has been a steady


