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ing rates of interest tend to prove
that the times are harder than ever.
It would be as sensible to point to
falling wages as to falling interest as
evidence of returning prosperity.
Just as wages fall because the demand
for labor is slack, so interest falls be-
cause the demand for capital is slack.

In the bill for the territorial gov-
ernment of Hawaii, we have further
evidence of a definite plutocratic ten-
dency. By setting up money qualifi-
cations for seats in the legislature,and
such a qualification alzo for the right
1o vote for members of one house,
the Hawaiian commissioners make
money instead of manhood the test
of intelligence and public spirit.
But possession of money is no test of
cither. Some of the richest men are
neither intelligent nor public spirited,
while many poor men are both. In-
deed, poverty may be evidence of pub-
lic virtue; it may be the result of re-
sisting corrupting temptations. Ina
period when wealth is acquired by
monopoly, and poverty goes hand in
hand with virtuous industry, the 1m-
position of money qualification upon
the right of suffrage or office holding
is a reflection upon the intelligence
and public spirit of those who im-
nose it. ’

In the Christian Advocate of the
1st, G. A. Coe exhibits some disturb-
ance of mind over indications he
haz observed that popular knowledge
cf the contents of the Bible is declin-
ing. He had made some systematic
inquiries among college students, and
found that on the whole they had
rather hazy notions. His questions
called for information as to what is
the Pentateuch, what is higher criti-
cism, and whether the hook of Jude
belongs to the old or the new testa-
ment, and had asked for the name
of an old testament patriarch, the
name of an old testament judge, the
names of three kings of Israel, the
names of three prophets, and for a
quotation from the beatitudes, and
one from the letter to the Romans.
Only eight persons in 100 answered

all nine questions correctly. This re-
flects rather severely upon the edu-
cational institutions which the stu-
dents in question attend; but what
seems especially to disturb Mr. Coe is
his notion that it indicates a low or-
der of Christian life. Mr. Coe is here
entirely wrong. Christian life in our
colleges may be of a low order, but
the answers to Mr. Coe’s questions do
not prove it. Ivery one of those
questions might be correctly an-
swered by the most satanic college
student to be found anywhere, while
a truly Christian man might slip up
on nearly all of them. Mad Mr. Coe
wished to ascertain the grade of
Christian life in our colleges, he
should have asked the students for
their understanding of the eighth
commandment, the two great com-
mandments, and the golden rule.
There is a vast difference between
Christianity and fetish worship; and
Bible scholarship is only fetish wor-
ship when made a religious test.

Prof. Geo. D, Herron closed a
series of lectures at Chicago last Mon-
day, which have been of absorbingin-
terest and supreme importance. They
were given under the auspices of the
National  Christian  Citizenship
League, to audicnces which packed
the large hall for eight successive
Mondays at noon. On several occa-
sions people were turned away be-
cause there was not even standing
room for them, so great was the at-
tendance.

~ Whoever has heard Prof. Herron

“will not be surprisad to learn that the

large audience remained throughout
every lecture, attentive, interested,
deeply; moved, both by the manner
and by the matter of the lecturer.
Though he makes only the simplest
pretensions to literary skill, and none
at all to oratory, Prof. Ilerron uncon-
sciously exhibits qualities of the
highest order in both. Hisstyle both
in composition and delivery is inde-
seribably charming. But back of his
style is something that makes his
style for him, something without
which the best style would be empty

pretense—his simple devotion to the
message he bears.

Judged by his lectures, Prof. Hen-
ron’s mission is to revive a comatose
Christianity. He teaches that Christ
announced a new law to the ‘world,
the law of love; and that through the
operation of this law society is to be
redeemed from the state of organized
selfishness which we call civilization.
He is, however, no idealist of the jelly-
fish order. Itis not by talking about
love that he expects love to gain the
mastery in economic affairs. Nor is
he a non-resistant. He realizes that
social unrighteousness must be erad-
icated by forced changes in the social
structure; and in so far as municipal
laws and institutions interfere with
the free play of the law of love, he
urges that they be altered or abol-
ished. The ballot is one of the
weapons which he would have the
people wield for the regeneration of
zociety.

But in Prof. Herron’s view,forcible
social reform is not for the purpose of
making an ideal civilization; it is for
the purpose of making the ideal civili-
zation possible. That ideal civili-
zation he would look for from the free
development of the law of love; and,
if we understand him, he would ex-
pect it to be, when fully developed, a
universal state of mutual self-sacrifice
or self-giving.

Though we should feel impelled
to criticize some parts of Prof. Her-
ron’s lectures, we should heartily en-
dorse much the greater part of them.
This work of criticism and endorse-
ment, however, we shall reserve until
the lectures appear in book form. But
the ideal set forth we may briefly con-
sider now.

While believing fully in the effi-
cacy of the law of love, we regard love
in this connection not as synonymous
with self-sacrifice or self-giving, but
as synonymous with justice or right-
eousness. Now justice is a moral
equilibrium—not an equilibrium of
rights, nor an equilibrium of duties,

’ '



4

The Public

either of which is impossible, but
equilibrium of rights and duties as
correlatives.  And that kind of
equilibrium is antagonistic to self-
sacrifice.

Thire can be no state of muiual
scif-sacrifice. Itisunthinkable. For
if there be equivalents for the sacri-
fice, 1t is-not sacrifice; and if there be
not equivalents, thcre can be no
equilibrium of rights and duties—no
justice. Is the term ““self-sacrifice”
objected to and “self-giving” urged
as a preferable term? Then we must
take note that except in the sense of
self-sacrifice there can be no self-giv-
ing without self-receiving, which
makes the term “self-giving™ mean-
ingless as the statement of a principle
of just human society.

Sacrifice is often called for when
the equilibrium of rizhts and duties
iz disturbed. Men may go to the
cross, to the stake, to the gallows, to
battle, or may endure starvation and
dishonor, for the purpose of restor-
ing the equilibrium,—for the pur-
pose, that is, of securing a condition
in which rights and duties shall be
more nearly reciprocal. Such sacri-
fices are glorious, but they are ab-
normal. They are duties growing out
of abnormal social conditions. In
normal conditions there can be no du-
ties without corresponding rights, nor
any rights without corresponding du-
ties—no giving without receiving, no
receiving without giving. For that
reason it seems to us that the concep-
tion of an economic state which em-
phasizes giving and ignores receiving
iz, not Eutopian as some of Prof. Her-
ron’s critics would call it, but disor-
derly. Ifsuchastate were ever by any
possibility established, its inevitable
development would be away from jus-
tice, because the conception of moral
equilibrium, equality of giving and
receiving, would be absent.

But whatever we may say of Prof.
Herron’s socialideal, his work in sccial
and religious reform admits only of
praise. In the name of the founder

of Christianity le is calling upon yiro-
fessed Christians, in a voice that will
not be silenced, to ohey the law of
Christ.  Upen Lis lips, Christian pre-
cepts cease to be pious platitudes, and
Christian doctrine comcs to he upon
the whole a law of healthy human life.
Before men can know how to save
society fromthe curseof poverty in the
midst of plenty, they must be inspired
with a consuming desive that it <hall
he saved;and that desire Prof. Herron
is awakening where it slumbers and
quickening where it lias awakened.

Our opinion, expressed in connce-
tion with the election massacre of ne-
groes at Wilmington, N. (', that the
race question tiierc is at bottem a la-
bor question, receive: further con-
firmation from an agitaticn now in
progress in the same state relative to
the schicol fund. TUnder the present
constitution that fund must he appor-
tioned per capita among all the chil-
dren of the state, black az well as
white. DBut it is proposed, through
the agitation to which we refer, to
amend this provision so as to allow
only a small pait of theschool fund to
be devoted to negro education. The
pretense for this is that each race
should receive schoni funds in propor-
tion to the taxes it puvs. That pre-
tense is transparent.  When indirect
taxes are considered. it is altogether
probable that the blacks of North
Carolina pay vastly more taxes than
the whites. DBut the argument which
givesvitality to the agitation relates to
the effect of education upon the ne-
groes as field hands. Because negrocs,
like their white brothers and sisters,
seek more polite employment, when
they are educated, than.that which the
field and the kitchen aiford, cducation
for the megro is regarded by the
whites as something to be prevenied.
It is the old :zpirit of slavery days,
which made 1t a crime to teach ne-
groes to read, because educated ne-
groes made had slaves. Educated
negroes now make bad field hands;
and for that reason they must bhe de-
prived of education if possible. The
so-called race question at the south is

niot a race question. Itz alabor ques-
tion.

Scme St. Louis contractor. Quigley
by name, tearfully complairns tha:
“labor is the scarcest thing in Amer-
ica to-day.” There never has beena
time, he says, since 1887, when work-
men were so hard to get. Ife doesn’t
mean =killed lahor, cither. No. no.
He means “men who can do ordinary
lahor, such as is 1equired by con-
tractors.” Yarns like this are out of
all harmony with hushels of facts that
arc familiar to evervone who know:
anytiiing about the iives of the peopic
who do hard work for a living. Al-
most at the same time when Quigley
complained in a St. Louis paper of
scarcity of labor, a Chicago paper told
of the death of a returned soldier who
committed suicide because ke had
hunted in vain for work and saw 1o
chance ahcad. Nor was that a soli-
tary case. Those good people who
are trying to find places for soldiers
who lost their jobs when they enlisted,
are finding that work, not workers, is
the article of greater scarcity. Let
any responsible person advertize for
cemmen laborers at $6 a week, and he
will have more applicants than he can
nrovide for. TLet him offer $12, and
ke will have an army to deal with.
An osfer of $100 a month: would give
him the pick of theland. What senze
iz there in saying that work i:
abundant when everybedy knows that
these things are true?

Yct we would not accuie Con-
tractor Quigley of lying. e bas
doubtless found workers really scarce.
But that is because he wants men to
co long distances from home for
wages that would give them no secur-
ity of return except by counting i. I-
road tiez, hobo fashion. As to the
wages he offers he is significantiy
silent; but he does give an idea of the
kind of work he has to offer. One
lot of men he wants to send into Mis-
sizsippi, another he is sending to Ala-
bama, and so on. This pretense of
scarcity of labor is like that of which
we hear every summer from the agri-
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cultural distriets of the northwest.
.Large numbers are wanted, on quick
call, at some far-away place, for a
short time, at the lowest rate of
wages; and because the employer can’t
get them instantly, he bewails the
scarcity of laborers. That wouldn’t
make much difference were il not for
the comfortable fools who insult hun-
gry and workless men by quoting nis
wails to them to prove that.in spite of
their own doleful experience, work is
abundant and only laborers scarce.

We need no better proof that woirk
is scarce than the fact that workers
are cheap. Nothing that people want
can be both scarce and cheap at the
same time. And in this connection
it is a significant facl that interest is
falling. The Bowery savings bank of
New York has reduced the rate of in-
terest to depositors from +4 per cent. te
33. This is one of ine largest savings
instiintions in the country, and oth-
era are expected to follow its exam-
ple. Several (leveland savings banks
have already dcene :o, reducing their
vates from 4 per cent. to 3. The
Milwaukee savings banks had al-
ready reduced from 3 to 2§, and De-
troit had gone down a year ago frem
tto 33. In Chicago the rate isstill at
3, but many savings bank officials
there believe that it must soon be re-
duced. This general decline in sav-
ings bank interest signally confirms
Henry George’s theory that wages and
interest rise and fall together. The
concurrent prosperity of monopolics
also confirms his.other theory, tlat
monopolies rise in ¥alue as wagesand
interest fall, and fall as wages and in-
terest risc.

Pluiocratic politicians and newspa-
pers are deeply disturbed over the
democratic plan of colleeting funds
for the next presidential campaign.
This plan contemplates popuiar sub-
seriptions of $1 a month from now
untii the election. It would ~eem to
be a very dignified and legitimate
method. There is certainly nothing
about it which can be fairly called
hegging. Yet the plutocrats denounce

it as begging. Of coursetheyneverbeg
for political funds. Their meth-
od : is ever o much better. When
Hanna wants campaign money he
premises full value for what he gets;
and his successful candidates redeem
his promises for him.

In commenting last week upon the
wismanagement of the army camp at
Mauntauk Point, we referred to the
water supply there in such manner as
to indicate that it was neither pure
nor plentiful. In doing so, we had no
intention of implying that there was
any lackeitherin the natural purity or
the natural supply of water under
Long Island. It is weli known that
Long Island has an excellent natural
water supply. But we did intend to

imply that the water furnished at the.

camp was sadly lacking in both purity
and quantity, and that was in accord-
ance with the best information we had
been able to obtain. We are now as-
sured, however, through a private let-
ter from . H. Baldwin, Jr., presi-
dent of the Long Island railroad, that
at all times an abundance of pure
water was suppliced to the camp. Mr.
Baldwin’s letter is az follows:

I must give you a true statement of

the water supply at Montauk: Three

days after notice was given to the pub-
lic that the United States soldiers
would be camped at that point. a news-
paper reporter, representing several of
the New York papers at that time, sent
a dispatch to the effect that there was
no water. He boasted of his enter-
prise and stated in my presence that
it was “hot stuff” and that “it made
the government officers hustle.” The
simple fact is that under the whole of
Long Island, from fifty to one hundred
feet below the surface, is a stream of
perfectly pure water which the geolo-
gists say passes from the hills in Con-
necticut under Long Island sound and

‘under Long.Island fo find its way

finally into the sea. This wonderful
water-bearing stream is tapped all over
Long Island and gives out a water sup-
ply which is famous and well known
to everyone in this part of the country.

One ten-inch pipe was sunk about
fifty feet deep. It passed throagh ses-
eral strata of clay aud was sunk about
twenty-one feet into the water-bearing
level. From 700.000 to 1.000.000 gallons
of water were pumped daily from this
single well. The temperature of the
water was quite as cold as ice water.
averaging about forty-five degrees in

temperature. Continuous pumping up
to the capacity of the pumps, namely,
1.000,000 gallons per day, did not lower
the water from its original level over
three inches. Various bacteriologists
and chemists analyzed this water sup-
ply, and the report in each instance has .
been that the water is as nearly purg
as any water that can be found. Tc
satisfy the demands of certain persons,
large filters were set up and all the wa-
ter supply to the camp was forced
through these filters. To show the
oarlessness displayed by certamn
critics I must tell you of one instance:
A most distinguished New York doctor,
whose sole interest was sincerely to
help the public, reported that the wa-
ter was milky and that it must contain
salts which would be injurious. This
report gained credence because of tke
distinguished authority who passed
upon it. The milky color to which he
referred was nothing more than the
air which was forced into the water
when it passed through these enor-
mouw filters, and if the water was al-
lowed to stand for a minute all of the
air bubbles disappeared and the water
was perfectly clear. At the same time
the water as pumped from the deep
well was always as clear as crysta’.
That well was the chief water supp'y
of the camp. and after the first two
weeks was distributed in a pipe line to
all portions of the camp.

Isend you this statement because, ai-
though there were many things to
cause criticlsm, there were many
things misrepresented. and nothing
more 50 than the question of the water
supply.

Although the war has cost less
than the amount of money Secretary
Gage borrowed wpon war bonds, Mr.
Dingley, chairman of the ways and
means committee, announces that
there will be no reduction of the war
taxes before next winter. Thisis a
bald confession of the inadequacy of
the Dingley Dbill to meet ordinary ex-
penses. It is worse. It is an admis-
sion of the deliberate purpose of Mr.
Dingley’s wing of his party to retain
in force as long as possible the unfair
war tax law. That law wasso drawn
as to catch the poorer classes and let
the rich escape. As Thomas G.Shear-
man wrote when it was originally un-
der discussion, its weight falls in the
ratio of about 10 per cent. upon
the rich, 30 per cent. upon the mid-
dle classes, and 60 per cent. upon the
poorer classes whose incomes are de-
rived wholly from their current labor.
That is the kind of tax measure which




