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mand, whereupon the general man-
ager put his request in the form of a
- demand, to which the officer replied
that his orders were to prevent the
landing of imported laborers and he
must obey. There appears to have
been no subsequent attempt to defy
the governor. In defense of his posi-
tion Gov. Tanner says:

My position has been from the be-
ginning emphatically against the im-
portation of labor into Iilinois, not
from the southern states alone, but
from all other states, because such a
pernicious system necessarily brings
to ovr state and dumps upon society
an urdesirable class of citizens, and I
do not propose, if I can help it, that
the state of Illinois shall be used as a
dumping ground for the criminal and
idle classes of other countries or oth-
er states. If one, two or three, or even
larger numbers, come to our state in
the proper order and in the ordinary
way, seeking employment, and the
mine owners see fit to employ them,
I will give them all the protection nec-
essary to peacefully operate their
mincs. ‘

|

Warrants were issued on the 14th
for the arrest of the president of the
coal company, the general manager,
&nd the detective guards. They are
charged with conspiracy to murder,
and with actually committing mur-
der, the charge resting upon the evi-
dence given at the inquest. But no
arrests have been made. When the
police officer started for the stock-
ade to arrest the accused person, the
fact caused intense excitement and
the militia officer in command inter-
fered. He agreed to prevent the ac-
cused from leaving the stockade, and
the warrants were withheld. The ac-
gused are now confined in the stock-
ade under military surveillance until

public feeling shall have sufficiently p

subsided to make it prudent to bring
them before the civil magistrate.

The action of Gov. Tanner “in re-
fusing to permit the state militia to
be used in the interest of the coal
operators” has been indorsed by the
Chicago Federation of Labor, but the
indorsement was given reluctantly.
A feeling prevailed that the governor
had merely made a bid for the labor
vote, and the resolution was on the
point of being lost when George A.
Schilling, who was secretary of the
state labor bureau under Gov. Alt-
geld, came to its rescue with an ear-
nest speech. In the course of his
speech Mr. Schilling said:

I don’t care if, as has been said here,
Gov. Tanner did or did not take the

stand he has in the Virden affairin the
hope of gaining political capital. He
did something that no other governor
in the United States ever had the
courage to do, and for that reason, in
this instance, at least, he is deserving
of our praise.

Another labor conflict in the
United States has taken on an aspect
of general import. It is the strike of
the workmen in the steel and wire
works at Cleveland, a branch of the
recently formed trust known as the
American Steel and Wire company.
This strike was begun on the 1st of
August last, in resistance to a reduc-
tion of wages. Just before the forma-
tion of the trust, wages had been re-
duced 15 per cent., and after
the formation they were re-
duced 33 1-3 per cent. more. To the
latter reduction the employees ob-
jected, aud they appointed a commit-
tee to wait upon the company regard-
ing the matter. But the company re-
fused to confer with the committee.
Thereupon the workmen struck and
the strike has been in progress ever
since. The strikers have congregated
in the highways near the steel works,
for the purpose of warning outside
workmen of the continuance of the
strike; and though no breaches of the

ace have occurred, this has been
made the basis by the company for
applying for an injunction. Their
spplication was made to the United
States circuit court, before Judge
Hammond, of Tenneszee, and Judge
Ricks, of Ohio, and in behalf of the
strikers it was opposed by Arnold
(ireen and ex-Congressman Martin A.
Foran, two prominent lawyers of
Cleveland.  On the 18th the two
judges granted the injunction.

Judge Hammond, who wrote the
opinion in this injunction case, held
that the fact that the complainant
was a trust, and therefore a lawless
organization under the statutes of
Ohio, made no difference., He also
held that to constitute a breach of
peace on the part of the strikersit was
not necessary that they should even
have lifted a finger—the mere pres-
ence of large bodies of them near the
works being sufficient.

In Wisconsin another labor case is
in progress. This is a criminal trial
for participation in a labor strike.
The charge is conspiracy to injure the
business of an employer of labor, and
the defendants are Thomas I. Kidd,
secretary of the International Wood
Workers’ union, and two “pickets.”

They are defended by Clarence Dar-
row, of Chicago.

Of the great labor strike in Paris,
described last wcek, very little news
has reached us. On the 13th it was re-

ported that the Railroad Men’s union
had decided to join the strike, and was

sending instructions to provincial
branches of the union to quit work,
witha reminder, so the dispatch reads,
“of the sccret measures agreed upon
at the railroad men’s congress for the
hindrance of traffic in the event cfa
strike”  On the same day the of-
fices of ,the strike commiltce were
raided by the police and 1ts papers
seized, while several provincial rail-
way stations were taken possession of
by troops. Since these reports noth-
ing of importance has been cabled.

Turning from labor difficulties to
the difficulties incident to the nego-
tiation of a treaty of peace between
the United States and Spain, we find
that affairs are being brought to a
head. The commissioners of the two
countries, sitting at Paris, held their
fifth joint meeting on the 14th, and
their sixth on the 17th. These mect-
ings, like all that preceded them, were
held in secret, but there is a definite-
ness and an air of probability about
the reports of what occurred, which
indicate that the reports are authen-
lic. According to these reports, no
discussion of the Philippine question
has yet been reached, the commission-
ers having been at a Jeadlock over the
question of the debt which Spain hes
saddled upon Cuba.

The Spanish commissioners insist,
so the apparently true reports haveit,
that Spain shal,l be relieved of the
Cuban debt, while the American com-
missionersinsist that Spain shall with-
draw from Cuba in accordance with
the protocol—unconditionally. Ior
their side of this issue the Spanish
argued that a national debt is trans-
ferred with the transfer of sover-
eignty, and that as Spain is respon-
sible for the Cuban debt she has a
right to know to whom che relin-
quishes her sovereignty, to the end
that she ay dscus: the responsi-
bility for the debt. They therefore
asked  whether the sovereignty is to
pass to the United States or to a Cu-
ban government. To this the Ameri-
can commissioners replied that the
Spanish position might have been
lenable at one time, but that the sign-
ing of the protocol cut off all argu-
ment. Responding, the Spanish com-
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missioners intimated that they were
being put in the position of repudiat-
ing the Cuban bonds, and rather than
do that they would surrender the en-
tire Philippines; to which Mr. Day is
credited with retorting that the sur-
render of the Philippines would prob-
ably be demanded, irrespective of the
Cuban or any other debt. e is said
to have added that President McKin-
ley had instructed him to demand the
entire surrender of Puerto Rico on
the 18th before midnight, and the
evacuation of Havana by November
1st.

Puerto Rico was surrendered onthe
18th, the Americau flag being raised
over the palace at San Juan at 12
o’clock noon. This ceremony was
followed by the raising of American
flags over the other public buildings
of the city. Gen. Brooke, chairman
of the American commission of evac-
uation, then telegraphed to the sec-
retary of war at Washington that
“the occupation of the island is now
complete.” Gen. Macias, the Span-
ish captain general, had sailed on the
16th, with most of his staff, for Spain.

Cuba still remains under the nom-
inal sovereignty of Spain, but Ad-
miral Sampson, chairman of the
American evacuation commission
there, has made a peremptory demand
for the complete surrender of Spanish
sovereignty on December 1st.

While nominal sovereignty of
Cuba remains for the present in
Spain, and the United States holds
part of theisland by military occupa-
tion, the Cubans are preparing to as-
sert their right of sovereignty at the
proper time. To this end, a conven-
tion of Cuban representatives from
ihe principal cities and towns met on

v the 17th at Sagua la Grande and

unanimously adopted a platform of
principles as the basis for a political
party to be called the National Po-
liticai Party of Cuba. In this plat-
form the convention declared that it
recognizes “no sovereignty other than
the free and independent people of
Cuba;” that “the will of the people
as cxpressed in the laws enacted by
their representatives shall be the su-
preme law of the country;” that there
must be no “special privilege to any
class of citizens;” and that “the right
of the individual” is to be always de-
fended, “upon the purest democratic
principles and according to Christian
morals.” Among other demands of
this platform are universal suffrage,

free speech, free press, religious lib-
erty, liberty of all other opinion, the
habeas corpus, an extensive and lib-
eral postal service, free and non-sec-
tarian , public schools, the rights of
assembly, petition, and trial by jury,
and the abolition of capital punish-
ment and of standing armies. The
president of the convention was Jose
Torres y Mendez.

President McKinley’s committee
of inquiry into the mismanagement
of the war left Washington on the
16th. Its destination was Jackson-
ville, Fla., and the party consisted of
24 persons, who were accommodated
with a special train consisting of a
dining coach and sleeping and parlor
cars. The committee expects to go
from Jacksonville to Tampa, and
thence to Atlanta, Anniston, Hunts-
ville, Chattanooga, Lexington, Camp
Meade and Camp Wikoff. On the
18th the committee began its work at
Jacksonville.

American politics have settled
down everywhere to the routine of
campaigning, and there is nothing to
note except the address which the na-
tional committee of the National
Democratic party (gold democrats)
has issued. This address was issued
on the 16th. It is an appeal to the
democrats of the country to abandon
“the vagaries of the Chicago plat-
form;” and, denouncing protection as
“the spoliation of the many for the
benefit of the few,” and as inevitably
breeding “trusts, monopolies, and
those special privileges by which the
cunning and unscrupulous prey on
their unsuspecting and credulous fel-
low citizens,” the address opposes
the extension of protection to colo-
nies, and favors the widest freedom
of trade, of importing as well as ex-
porting. It of course declares em-
phatically for the gold standard.

NEWS NOTES.

—The London county council has de-
cided to purchase and operate the en-
tire London street car system.

'—The Cleveland city council has re-
duced street car fares on two of its
lines to four cents, with seven tickets
for a quarter. The companies threat-
en an appeal to the courts.

—Ex-Police Inspector John Bon-
fleld, who precipitated the Haymar-
ket riot in Chicago, in 1886, by break-
ing up a peaceable public meeting,
died at Chicago on the 19th.

—The third assistant postmaster
general, in his annual report recom-

mends negotiations with England, Ge
many and France, with a view to r
ducing international postage ratest .
2 cents a half ounce.

—William Waldorf Astor has won
bet of $25,000, in London, the cond -
tion of which was that he give a dinne
to 27 persons, all seated around a tabl
made from a single cross section of
California redwood tree.

—The Mohegan, of the Atlanti
Transport company’s line, which lef
London for New York on the 13th witl
50 passengers and a crew of 150 men
ran ashore in the night off the Lizard
Most of those on board were lost.

—Bishop Joseph C. Hartzell, of th
M. E. church in Liberia, Africa, wh¢
is now in the United States, announce:
that he is commissioned by the repub
lic of Liberia to ask the United State:.
to establish a protectorate there.

—TIt is now announced that the so
called official report of the naval en
gagement in which Cervera’s fleet wa:
destroyed, which all the newspaper:
publiched and which appeared in The
Public last week, was fraudulent. No
official report has yet been made.

—The Single Tax Society of German-
town, Pa., has addressed a letter to

"the czar thanking him for his disarm-

ameut{ propusition, and urging him to
exercise his great power as an abso-
lute rovereign to adopt a free trade
policy as th2 best means for promoting
peace.

—The emperor and empress of Ger-

many have started upon a pleasure
trip {o Palestine. The imperial train
consisted of 11 goods cars and 7
parlor and sleeping cars. The party
was received at Venice on the 14th
by the king and queen of Italy, and on
the 18th at Constantinople by the sul-
tan.
. —Harold Frederic, of the New York
Times, by all odds the best London cor-
respondent ever attached to the Amer-
ican press, died near London on the
19th. from the effects of a stroke of
paralysis suffered six weeks ago. The
phycicians refuse to give a death cer-
tificate because his illness was treated
by a Christian scientist.

—Reports from Japan by way of
Vancouver, B. C., tell of -frightfal
floods in the valley of the Feng. Hun-
dreds of villages have been swept
away and thousands of people
drowned. The Ishikari river also has
overflowed, drowning more than 1,000
people. The same reports tell of a
typhoon off Formosa, which was very
destructive both to life and shipping.

—President McKinley arrived in
Chicago from Omaha, via 8t. Louis, on
the 15th, remaining until the 20th as
the guest of the Chicago peace jubilee
committee. The peace jubilee in Chi-
cagn extended over the 17th, 18th, 19th
and 20th, the principal procession be-
ing on the 19th. The weather wasvery



