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to the rank of Surgeon General of the United
States Army. [See vol. xvi,, p. 804.]
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Shortage in Meat Supply.

An ipsufficiency to the extent of 18,000,000 in

the supply of meat animals in proportion to de-
mand in the United States since 1910 is disclosed
in a statement issued on February 1 by the De-
partment of Agriculture. 'The reasons given are
as follows:
(1) The encroachment of farms upon the range ter-
ritory. (2) The lack of a proper range leasing law.
(3) The shortage in the corn and forage crop due to
the severe drought in Kansas, Nebraska and Okla-
homa in 1913. (4) The increase in the value of land
and the increased cost of labor and stock feed. (5)
The decline in stock raising on farms in the East
and South. (6) The temptation to sell live stock at
the prevailing high prices rather than to continue
to carry them with high priced stock feed. (7) Enor-
mous losses from hog cholera. (8) The competition
of higher prices for other farm products.

[See vol. xvi, p. 950.]
& &

Suffragists at Washington.

By a tie vote on January 24 the Rules Com-
mittee of the House of Representatives failed to
bring in a report favorable to the creation of a
standing committec of the ITouse on Woman
Suffrage. Two Republicans, Messrs. Lenroot of
Wisconsin and Campbell of Kentucky, one Pro-
gressive, Mr. Kelly of Pennsylvania, and one Dem-
ocrat, Mr. Foster of Illinois—voted for a favorable
report, and four Democrats, Messrs. Hardwick of
Georgia, Pou of North Carolina, Cantrill of Ken-
tucky, and Garrett of Tennessee, voted against it.
A motion that the resolution for a woman suffrage
committee be reported to the House without ree-
ommendation from the Rules Committee was post-
poned by that committee until its next meeting.
On February 3, the House Democerats in caucus
decided against a woman suffrage committce, de-
claring by a vote of 123 to 57: “That it is the
sense of the caucus that the question of woman
suffrage is"a State and not a national question.”

e

On January 24 the Congressional Union—an
independent group of woman suflragists whose
reason for existence is o campaign for a Iederal
woman suffrage amendment—made announce-
ment that its policy was “to ask for a woman
suffrage constitutional amendment {from the party
in power in Congress< and to hold them responsihle
for their answer to this request.” Following close
upon this declaration was reported the application
for membership in the Union of Mrs. O. H. I
Belmont—whose advocacy of ilitant  suffrage
methods s well known—and of Mrs. Ella S.
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Stewart, a prominent Illinois suffragist, and the
resignation from the Union—stating that declara-
tion as her reason—of Mrs. McLennan, one of its
leaders. To this Congressional Union’s policy of
“opposition to the party in power” the Congres-
sional Committee of the National Woman’s Suff-
rage Association is Jistinctly averse. The chair-
man of this committee, Mrs. Medill McCormick,
sent the following letter to President Wilson on
the 28th:

In view of the fact that the Congressional Union
for Woman Suffrage has publicly announced a policy
contemplating an attack upon the Democratic party
as a whole, and fearing lest this small group of suf-
fragists acting under un-American and militant meth-
ods prejudice our cause, will you permit us to make
clear that our organization, the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, being strictly non-
partisan, emphatically condemns this policy? We
recognize that there are suffragists in all parties,
that all parties have contributed to suffrage in ten
States, and that all parties will in the near future
write the principles of suffrage into nation-wide law.
We oppose no party as a whole because a portion of
its members cannot be counted among our legisla-
tive supporters.

Miss Lucy Burns, vice-chairman of the Congres-
sional Union, in a letter to President Wilson next
day is reported as disclaiming any intention on the
part of her organization to attack the Democratic
Party. [Sce current volume, page 35.]
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On Monday, the 2nd, there was a suffrage dem-
onstrgtion under the auspices of the Congressional
Union. Four hundred working women from ten
different States gathered in Washington and
mavched to the White House where they were re-
ceived hy the President, who, in response to their
request that he lend his support to the cause of
woman suffrage, repeated in substance his reply
to the suffragists who called upon him last De-
cember: “I have already explained,” the President
is reported as saving,—“hecause [ felt obliged to
explain—the limitations that are laid upon me as
the leader of a party. Until the party as such has
considered a matter of this supreme importance,
and taken its position, T am not at liberty to speak
as an individual. for Tam not an individual. . . .
All T can say to vou is that the strength of your
agitation ix hound to make a profound impression
upon any partv.” [Nee vol. xvi. p. 1185.]

Another Ocean Disaster.

The Old Dominion liner, Monroe, while twenty
wiles from Norfolk, Virginia, in the early morn-
ing of January 30, was struck by the Merchants®
and Miners™ liner Nantucket. and immediately
sank.  Ninefeen pazengers and iwenty-two of the
crew were Jost, Thirty-nine passengers and sixty



