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EDITORIAL

Governor Johnson's Friends.

The plutocratic press are quite enthusiastic for

the nomination of Governor Johnson instead of

Bryan. Naturally. They hate Bryan for the en

emies he has made, and they love Johnson for

the friends that surround him.

+ +

Our National Strength.

Those were inspiring words and true, which

Congressman Burton uttered in the House last

week in opposing the expenditure of more money

for battleships. “Let us continue our traditional

policy,” he said, “not of non-resistance, but of

confidence in our strength as a nation; our mili

tary strength, our material strength, but most of

all in the great moral and political ideals that

have made our country great—our ideals of jus

tice and the equality of man. Those great ideals

are stronger than battleships. Along this line

lies our destiny and our glory.” Nothing better

was ever said on the floor of Congress. Would

that every member of the House were a Burton

when battleships are asked for.

+ +

Raymond Robins and the Campaign Issue.

In his dramatic and convincing speech before

the Federation of Labor at Chicago on the 19th,

Raymond Robins sounded what is not unlikely to

be the keynote of the approaching Presidential

and Congressional campaign. The analogy he
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fleventh Year.

The Public

drew between the Dred Scott slave decision of fifty

years ago and the Danbury labor decision of the

present year, was impressively exact; and his

quotations from Lincoln's criticisms of that de

cision were almost as if they had been framed

especially for criticising this one.

+

If it was necessary to convince that audience,

representing hundreds of thousands of Chicago

workingmen, that the Danbury decision is the

forerunner of Supreme Court decisions which will

condemn all effective labor unionism as conspira

cies under the Sherman anti-trust law, just as

Lincoln saw in the Dred Scott decision the fore

runner of Supreme Court decisions making sla

very a national institution, Mr. Robins did it.

If it was necessary to convince them that nothing

will stop this tendency to strangle labor unionism,

short of an emphatic labor demonstration at the

polls next Fall, Mr. Robins did that also. His

speech, both in form and substance, was one of the

kind that become historical landmarks of politi

cal revolution. And his audience rose to the su

preme importance of the situation.

*

It will not take many such speeches before labor

audiences—or indeed before audiences of any

other class of fair-minded men—to change the

face of the political situation. Let it once be gen

erally felt, as Mr. Robins argued, and as the fact

seems to be, that the Supreme Court of to-day is

to our plutocracy what the Supreme Court of fifty

years ago was to the slavocracy, and startling

events would occur. A vote of decisive magni

tude from all parties would come over to those

Presidential and Congressional candidates, and

only to those who, being within the possibilities

of election, are of such character personally and

stand upon such platforms politically, as to leave

no room for distrust. It begins to look as if or

ganized workingmen had been forced into a reali

zation of their danger from plutocracy; nor of

their own danger alone, but of the danger to all

whose prosperity depends upon a fair distribution

of the products of labor.

+ + -

Bryan at Peoria.

On the occasion of his speech at Peoria last

week (p. 60), William J. Bryan was placed in an

embarrassing position by Frank J. Quinn, Roger

C. Sullivan's lieutenant, who, as chairman of the

Springfield convention four years ago (vol. vii,

pp., 161, 170), gaveled through the Sullivan

Hopkins program. But Mr. Bryan's spontane

ous sincerity saves him many an embarrass

ment which a less ingenuous public man would

suffer from. The embarrassment prepared for him

on this occasion consisted in the selection of the

Sullivanic Mr. Quinn himself to preside at the

Bryan meeting. Mr. Bryan met the embarrass

ment. Upon his arrival at Peoria, as told by the

best paper of Peoria and one of the best in the

State, the Peoria Star, of the 15th, he—

took a carriage to the Creve Coeur club. On

the steps stood Mr. Quinn and Judge Worthington.

No time was lost in preliminaries. Dismounting

from the carriage Mr. Bryan greeted Judge Worth

ington and then turned to Quinn. The latter said

something about an “embarrassing position.” Bryan

was quick to interrupt. In cold, even tones he ac

knowledged that the position was embarrassing.

“There are some things that cannot be forgotten,”

he said. “If Mr. Quinn presides at the meeting to

night I shall be compelled to give voice to senti

ments that will prove embarrassing to him and to

me. I shall be compelled to speak of the events that

transpired at the Springfield convention four years

ago. There can be no doubt as to the position I

will take.” There was an awkward silence for a

moment. The line had been drawn. Mr. Bryan had

given the chairman the opportunity to withdraw or

to engage in a controversy on the platform wherein

he could hope for nothing but defeat and humilia

tion. It had been stated that Quinn had declared he

would not withdraw; that in view of the fight made

on him by Robert Cumming and others of the radi

cal wing of the Democracy he had determined to

stand by his guns. If Quinn did make this state

ment he suffered a change of heart in a very short

time. With the two alternatives facing him, Quinn

chose to accept the one where the least danger was

involved. He offered to withdraw in favor of Judge

Worthington. “That is satisfactory to me,” declared

Mr. Bryan. He had won his fight, and, more than

that, he had preserved his record for consistency,

refusing to accept at the hands of those who had

betrayed him in the past anything that might have

been construed into a truce that would have wronged

the men who had been faithful to him. So it was

in no peaceable mood that the Great Commoner

entered the Coliseum last night and faced an audi

ence of 5,000 persons. He had gained his point, but

he was not sure that the pledge would be kept.

Stephen Wolschlag opened the meeting and intro

duced Mr. Quinn as the man “selected by the Man

dan club to act as chairman.” Bryan's lips tightened

and his eyes narrowed to two slits. He leaned for

ward in his chair, the attitude of a prize fighter

awaiting the gong. Quinn rose and launched into a

speech of praise for the orator of the evening. “The

gentleman who is our guest has been my ideal as a

statesman and a citizen since the first time I laid my

eyes on him.” The Nebraskan wore the same grim

smile. “My selection as chairman of this meeting

was a mistake,” continued the speaker. Bryan's

smile was inscrutable. “My friend, Judge Worthing

ton, should have been selected, and I now take pleas

ure in formally turning over the position I now

occupy.” Then tension relaxed. Judge Worthing

ton's introductory speech was of a happy nature.


